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/V Sili 

Thf*A«5si Ij*mfediate]y iflembletf and cho(c his/on MigeU, Ingfffjf 
or f-rgfc?&> facetted ha father. prince at 4rft aban-*^ hig. 

dotted hwnfe|f to, a life of indolence and debauchery, into 
which he waftui^fuUy dj&jiwn by fome of the n&ihty, who 
formed deTig*s up^r \’is chiwn, intending by trd iryctrns to 
alienate from him the* 1 affe&lqjj/'of his people. J l^c fore fight 
and natural good fenle cr'tne young monarch Vpnetratcd 
into their jhas+*jy winy. t ffH-~»covdted t vin^^ t a turj^ when he 
was plungtd m a liTe or d i It 1 ul>t All of a 

fudden he difcarded his gid^fijStpjuuons, *and, Jnce our Hoiry u 
allimtd at once a behaviour and dignity voirhyof r»'jc‘$. 

'1 hu dtlmilBon of the full ( nobilif“»ef the realm occaiicSicd 
munTi i-^aajs among thefif, whilst loon broke out into open 
rebellion, farf h f *. &lb c 1 ^ diflingUTlh^d his valour, 

his prude nee* and hfi clemency, 'll- Gfit dite&cd Ins ene¬ 
mies, obliged them to fabmit to his teims, and tBcu not only 
pardoned them, but took them again iidta lavodr, which he 
clleemed the true method of gaining thc« afleetfons, arjd Se¬ 
curing *heir allegiance} ( but he firfl' infilled upon a total re- 
ion laciop t*V their mannels, and enforced this by his own ex- 
arrpk^C We find indeed a different chara^Lr of this prince 
>n7»J?hj^ jL who telates, that after the fup irtflion of this re¬ 
bellion, nerer. again into his old ciuj^s, and ended his 
reign in the fame inglorious manner m which he began r . 


' . O L A V S II. 

Up^jn hi* death his fon Oiam II. mounted the throne, in Claus H. 
homing all the vices of his father, without one of his vir- ^ub king. 
(pcs. His whole reign^ which happily did not exceed tenAD.ioa, 
tffcars, Was a fenes of luxury, profiifion, and the mofl fcan- 
talous lull and debauchery. He died howevei fccmmgly pr- 
'* v Vnt, as appears by thg fpeecn he made to his Ions oil bis 
bct£ Vi which he exhorts them to retrieve by thur 
p^'^ir^Paonour,'which had greatly luftued by 


yuft t^e»*"M^3*aonour, which 
fomk and^fioUite meafurcs (A). 


FROT/JO 

Vaxo Gram. 1. vi. et Aufl. eitat. 4 Saxo Gram. i. vi. 

Mnik. p. 47. • M»wrs. 1. p. *4. 

C* **“* * 

(A) sSaxo G-ammatiau *eJ <ihc firll, alt Ho' it appears, o pap*- 

Pontatuu $all ,Uus prince Qk& undoubted authority, *n-J indeed 
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The Hiftory of Denmark. 

FROTj)() V. and IIJR0LD l 

FROTIIO V. and Harold I. Tons to date monarch, 
were both failed to the tbrowey (haring the icwercignty be« 
tween them ; 4he one prefiding bver naval* affairs, and the 
other talowg it upon hiri^to direct whatever belor»£fcd the 
atmies and land forces of the kingdom. Fsoth^ as the 
deleft, ch/Je the former province; ^.m cfuJfffctjon that ma- 
rintf enqphwment-* were held e 3mif important 

*' nd\.Tvicc (A). entdred hrft upon atftion, 

ceeisf ul dr feenfc non feme of the neighbour- 

Vl, refufing 
jitcrp riy.c, by*which their families 
t to nun ; aiuTTtih^/o exprefiy affirms, that 
UK influence wlM^/Va/A/s queen had over hint, orcafioucd 
hisnlilgrace. The pa.Tfrw ^rs^ h f^w over, of this ,:fKiir ate not 
ucoriLd, and we only k 1 towflrar hVn 11 it ted iiisiaiaJ^’mcnt 
ii,l^ wdutinupfldiM^pnflHlffinrd a maxim, 
sail ftjfflUflic 1;iliffed into the lea or land- 
te that was attended with the happieft con* 
Aldicrs, emulous of glory, and free from 
>ifm;d all dangers, and obtained numbcrlefs 
victories under the conduct of the b^avc Harold ; afttc which 
they wc.e permitted*to return hoirtc, to fettle at 4 krfnjoj\the 
ftuu* and glory of-their toil and courage. Froth w tf^t um 
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an uil 
his fi 

to enter ujil 
night he bro? 
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with envy at 
had fo much 


thulfuccefs of his brother’s arms, 
erliji^ h« 


_^_^V3TOUI 

his flwn adions ; and rfdawffinupporl 
the fight of a perfbn, whofe viclones reminded him of his 
own defeat, and whofe public chara£lcr he deemed a tacit 
reproach, took the bafe rcfolution of having him imirdered 
His refentment had foitihed his heart againft the dictates ot 
hondtir, brothcrlyjovi;, and humanity : he employed an affitffin, 
//*■ is mar • accompliftied his end, and then murdered the tool of his vil* 
by lainy, the better to coflceal, it 4 . But parricide is a crime, 
Lisltaker, againft which the Almighty l'eems, in a particular manner, tc 

\ • 

* Saxo Gram. >l w vi. *Meurs. p. 


upon their own, that Utfi had * c.'raii\g -aJ^^^KrtiftcnP? thefi 
• changed his name to Claus, who princes agreed u®n. Pontama 
i.i, for this reafon, p^gperly dif- fays, that nuritinw affa itf+j 
tinguifhen by thcllppcllationof committed to Harold; 

Claus the firlt (1). this pr ffinbly happened af 

( A) The Daiijh writers snifcai riage of Ins b;c 
divided in their opinions con* 

(l) ■I'l.:-, p. 48. (? , . nwr, f, 1. p. 27, 

have 
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Ti>e of Denmarftj 

IW#6Cx>intcd his vengeance. Frotho'% own fbnftience 
fuflidlKt accufer*land gave fuch evidenc^ again him, as colk 
vmced the whqjc^ world that Hat old met with his death from* 
the hand of hisjpwn brother. AH his meafurcs werciJiitatcd by 
phrenzy aifcMfefpair,* which became \ifible in his countenance. 

He igjagtficd he could not be feeure while tffe tMldicn of 
Harold lnjfd, ^and took meafurcs fff ’quiet his miru^ by cn 
leafing the flun^r or his crimes, and luperaddu * * 

dcr of his nephews to-^Uc'^hio only brother.» -^ ro —, 

however, wefe fruftraifd by tfS^jT glance of a jnolSefi^n, to 
whom the education of the ifbung princes yas cYrmittcd. 

After conclalmtr his pupils *ju a c^e, the nithful guardian 
returned to court, and ihYplorcdSN^i/th/^he would 
abftam from iheddmg bAV&u, .ancf noHWpnvc his in¬ 

nocent nephews of life,*aftei robbing them/if a royal aa vV 
biase parent Ft oil 3, piacmlyig to b'* nioved by the/m trea¬ 
ties c^his hontft nobleman**JrftU neatly atcomplifticd by 
diffimnlatioft^b ^ he could not effect b^-JotS- » A fcwyeais 
after, he < ot the young - *gcntlerfh. \ jntd-'his hafVs, at d,was 
going to have tin in fl uhn u>J, when thur i wn jilduf f.ncd 
them they putended to quarrel, and duircd !e»c to dicult* 
th< ir dtfpute by the fwud, whuh the IriK'-itjjtlily gianted, 
in txpe,,tmon that thur warmth, tourag?, and ammofTty, 
might efte^t jus purpole’s,’»without dipping 1 ij owihJnndsm 
thcir^’.ood. He was teeji tiuel enough'•'V- a fpccfHor of ^ lothd* * 
the f»^jt 4 ond thus his pumihmtnt about bytfii i jj u/ „,/ t 

ifibtfc^opft»oons of PrinuLnce »«7pr upon A/ 0 ,„ 0 / 1r 1 


inv 


fignal agiced, tamed uj on thui uncle, ai,jf man inflant laid rulJ 
hitafclcaJ on the ground with their fwotJs Thm penfhed the 
Jriftcherous and bloody 1'irtbi, by the hands of his own ne¬ 
phews, 'after a reign rendered infamous to all porter ity, by 
the bifbarous murder of a brother, who was the greateibor- 
nainent of his famtiy and kingdom, as well a‘s the moil valo¬ 
rous pr.nce of his age b . p 


IJALDANE II. and-HAROLD II. 

FROTH'l was fuccee^lcd by ihe two foils of Haroldy the ( j ( j ipf . 
oldc it na mc^yfuldfltr^nd* the y oungeft called iftcr his father, jj au { 
Hi! lane illiine» ftreff engaged in a war with S u,atd king of Harold II. 
Swidin, for i'ifons with which we are unacquainted, afnr- 
gtvirg him frequent and fignal defeats, at length fl -w him 
Svd^ftle with hts own hand krnky thf fon and luttifbr of 
to re i enge his father’s death, made a fudden defeent 

h Pas tsn. 1 j p. 27. Si iMM, p 4‘». 
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fyts the 
Swedes. 


*(be Wftory of Bem&ark# . 

,, —-Denmark % wltJi powerful armament, while Haldan&fM * 

tlarola #ken up in decidimy a difpute with fotne Sqxon lords. v Ha- 
ea ^old immediately aiiembled an army, and^aoe the Swedes 
_____ battle j buf the fucceis was not agreeable tt^his courage 
vSwAleirf an< * l ^ e his caufe; for after an obftinSte engage- 

fc mcnt he w«s> (lain in thecims of viCory, which ntf»v irwnc- 
Haliiarw diatdy declared for Erick. Upon th*> Haldane m immediately 
reigns alone refill Denmark, drove Fri.-t pm of his dominions, pur- 

and de- fuetf Mb Knot Sweden, defea^aWm^and^ierminatcd the 
quarrelCSwihe'vleatri of his\®emy, whom be -qDgj^d^n 
bnffe c 4 /bat e .\fc After this j^wious tranfa£tion ? he htted 
out a powerful fl jjfjtftainfE tfa*T*nrn coads, 

and was this than he had been in all 

^is former want towards tn5* kf c".;. < ^ of his life, and in a 
vwv ad^nced a^, be married the princcfs of Norway, and 
byjner had a. fon ^the very day in which he "died, 

of. Tt lingering ftfeafr contract’d hr c?nfequ(^3^iirT lire 
rieJuftaindLifi liii,, 1 *U Hrfffn'i'n 11 J»ch 
0113* of the ^fronous Huldane, comwxmlj/callcd 
the fon of (a Dar.ijb deit)) from his invincible courage 

am thofe gmtrousjqualities which feemed to elevate him 
above^the ranrr>T|mmrtals. His name had fprrad itfelf over 
al* the nti.thern kingdoms, and Sweden particularly his 
memonrwas no ljjfejefpcited than in his own proper domi- 
• fnrh »*/^j^>d^nieney, affability, and en^S^ing 


fatigue and 
were-t fie at i 


V 4 QH§ i fuch Wj 
manners of this] 


feleTJrrflfc^vurrior i . 



dd&qe. 


UNCI/*/ N, or II A G U I N. 

Unguin, The diet of the dates eleCed in the room of Hala 
c-Uaguin, his coufm, nephew, or as fomc hiftorians allcdge, Mb nattTA 
33^ king, ral brother Vaguin , or Hagutn, king of the Goths . ^ome 
writers call this prince the ion-in-law of the late king, thV 
Meurjiui and Pont anus affirm, that Haldane's daughter had 
been given in martiage to Ebbo , a northern prince, in her 
father’s life time. All we know of this reign is, that it was 
fhort and bloody, the croum being obdinately difputed by 
Regnaldo king of Sweden , by \hom UngujjL waj^fen. 


. S / W A L—D. 

_ * 

Siwald, REGNALDO dhj, not, however, fucceed ifi his defigns, 
54 th king, for the dates immediately eleCed Siwald in the room cMikr 
dcceafed father. The war dill continued with Sweden , 
fay, from Regnaldo 's continuing his claim, while others af¬ 


firm, 


c Saxo, ibid. 


d Gram. p. no, &1cq# 
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The Hijlfj if Dctynade 

Siwald renewed it with intepmmL to avertMyp 
fath&fe death, fontanus^ indeed, fpeaks of the SwedtJbwL 
as if it had happened towards the clofe of'Siwa/eTs reign, an# 
^attributes tlggpnlffy quarrels in which he was at engaged 
to the befhwyof hb daughter, who taifed rontcnucms among 
all j[he northern princes, fome of them (ftdrify/unng to ( 
force Siiqald to comply with thejj** propofols. Itfeeed, the* 
•tranfadions df his reign are fovariouflv related, tiaaiKwc^fegg, 
affirm nothing ofrhis m&wch more than, that bedfc traffic- 
nerate from jh* heroic fpiritM'iych had diflii^uifi^Jlmoft 
all the preceding kings of Dwmatk. His deap Is V //no-fly 
related a&^iis life, fome writers afierting, tflat he cUfd in his 
kingdom? while others affirm, tltot.h^^vf^hbd^p a mifcr- 
able exile in Scotland ^ Wb^Vii^K^fau Iwen^Ven by IJaco, 
the fon o t Hatnund, wlrohad defeated him a fca-eng^^ 
meat; a circumftancc which SaxoGraenmatnu^ Mcurj#^ 
and <^ier hiilonans relate of Siwald II. (, 


>*u 


&' 1 


''Cr 

Gk- 4 3 Rv 


SUVALD left behind him three fons, Slga /tf.'on^Lh 
Alger , the former of whom, bv nght offpi imor»ni , '> g r dff- 
ceeded to his crown. We fay by light ^“»i^flRnit‘ v ‘ p itrtor 
though-ihe Danes kept in their own hands tfrh poiwjrYf 
ele£lmg their, monarchs, ^fet they feldom *fct afideVfje royal 
iflue, and particularly-fhe eldell fon, mjrcfsV'Kapacity fa fome 
other reaf^n rendered it ifrCcflary. /J£3w**7rt v &cc, being or "an 
indoIent c ^SdU? J jfpofition, Icr.amtted^the^lfe of government 
to brother,* a prince of a very diffcrerjUf caft, and equally 
remediable for the qualities of his body and mind. The fuft 
of Alfa' s admmifliation, was the fending ambaftadors to 
demand in marriage Avtlda , daughter to the king of Goth¬ 
land?* lady who, at this time, contrary to the manner# and 
difpofition of her fex, exercifed the profeffidn *>f piracy, and 
was fcouring the feas with a powerful fleet, while a foreign 


* * Meurs. Sc Suavinc. ibid. 

' V 

(A) Suanihmn 'sAates JU thy ^fmgle combat forty S-wediJb 
SiwatS g&v^tr tfftrW^jaghtV- iK> warriors, and concluded Ins 
marriage to Ubbo' Owaro; in f warlike achievements by tiic 
preference to* all the other ri- death of Jteribateer, a Swede of 
ts!£j and that, affifted by his the greaWllstrength and cour- 
fbnjEn-law, he attacked Regt- age of> any perfon of his 
nald and flew him in battle : times (l). 
that afterwards he killed in 

(l) Ibid. f. 49. 
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prince 



$6 fbe H$ery nf Denmark. 

KSoiip* VwP*'" 9 * offejlwg facriflces to her beauty at the fhrirtu^ 
puta the *J?e. ./M*, perceiving that this inafculine fady was trilt to 
LuLof dc gained by the ufdal arts of lovers, took t^g, extraordinary 
Wfe»f^rcfolution qf addrefling her in a method flfoiftgifeagreeable to, 

- her humour He fitted out a fleet, went in qdtil of her, 
laiiH by f ^nd engadm luff in a furious battle, which concm^d ^wo 
arms % o/adays without remiflion ; ~2hus gaining pofleflion of ajieart to 
after ^or - ^ j^ ^Lpqacrmd only by valour c . After this contjueft of the* 
l*"”* 4 ? - bra® itfcdwm, jilfo turned his arms a^ainft qther -pirates who 
marries the -K^§ th(j coafts of Djft.tnk. . in” this-cxjjcdition he 

qmazen. f c ] ^ j n a' fl£ .t commanded oy the three Tons of Hamund , 

king of lllandy gud immgdiatejy^entered upon adttpn. Af¬ 
ter contirattig tj^bfl|hole'd£y an engagement, w»»ich was 
fought witn^pal ^ttJfeTjV,^i» J ^Ct^ 4 fides, night feparated 
'tr;*; combatant^and next morningpopofals were made for 
®ani accommodation,* which were accepted by the parries. 
Trey each of* them had f'ufficfent proofs of the cour^-t of 
f dl \Ar anta^onLQja*^, t as neither harboumL^TT.y perfonal 
were’Shl ent »JP®y pat^dj^ir heart/‘ - prb^emoJjs of fmcere 
*h'' fon $ndT r >cfidlhip. Notwithlhmding this treaty, Alfa 
t j. )0 j’ L i :wLl. the war againft the Hibernian princes, at the 
imw t hf n °Vi I ir#M» craft y. Damfl> nobleman, who per- 
fu/*H r ,iim Jnat nfe honour was engaged in obtaining a com¬ 
plete vidtafy over thofe boyifh commanders. Inconfequence 
he fittfa out a fleiTr^ngaged them a fecond time, and after 
ktfr'.rig Helvin the two elJelt of th% brothers, 

was himfelf. flaii\by t the n^nd Hagabert the The 

victorious HagabcK, hearing of the extraordinary brauty 
of the king of Denhark's filter, drefled himfelf in wormy’s 
apparel, and found means to inflnuate himfelf in quality V. 
maid of honour to the princefs, to whom he foon Snade a 
declaration of his fex and quality, and the motives which had 
compelled him to fo extraordinary a proceeding. His youth, 
beauty, and love, foon wrought upon the affe<&ions of Signa, 
for that was the princefs’s name, and the confequence was 
the lofs of her virtue, and of Hagabtrf s life; for the in¬ 
trigue coming to Sigar spats, he ordered him to be hanged 
upon a gibbet without form Qf trial. T^his vfrt to cruel a 
flroke to the fond Sigva, that inJ to the 

palace, and afterwards ftranglfd henel£“J>uttVg an end to 
a life which would |c infupportable to her, after the igno¬ 
minious cataftrophc ef her lover. Sigar was incontblAle 
at ihe unhappy r.nd 6T a filter and brother he loved \*th 
a tender affection; and his misfortune was aj'irava-ed 


c Gram. 1. i-\ 


by 



VbeHifterjof Denmark 5? 

melancholy fituation of his kitjguom, ■ 

vadX»by a powerful army from Ireland, ttynmandedNjy 
Haco, the kincJ fourth fon, who was aome to revenge thfc 
death nfJfcJFWrtrthren. Si gar' s grief did not. however, 
prevent 4®^talcinft every pofiible meafure for Ore fecurity 
of JiU^gdom. He placed guards on ihe Quarts, and,, 
took pofleffion of all th* llrong >oits through ^nch Haco) 
muft pais tft RojJnld arid Lcthra, then the relick-ri^c.ot thp 
Danifl) Monarch ; bulbil tbefc precautions we* by 

the art andjWte V ■ hc ordered AisV^Jto cut 

down boughs and grey^* branches of trecsy^rvoii vey held 
in their htft hands, aching with.thcir drjWn fw\| 4 is in the 
right. "3o extrasain.^ry a’ ph®ri<?me^>ft^ s a ipp/ing foreft, 
terrified the Danijh abandon* 

their pofls without tha'l&fiVrefiftance; fo Haco met wpr 
noobftruaion until he arrived with his rrmy WLctlha, w^cr* 

Sigyc was encamped with a body of forces. A battle en^jed, 
and Tfie i-wv^iynonarch fell, while exerting ^ t-y 1 j s 

age fuperior to what it was ever imaged Bc^pilefled \ I lS 

S I IF A L D ? II. I 

In his room was elected Siwald foy by\ w,tf .i^ni- Siwald II. 

mous voice of the people. So eager wa? the ^ouTi^Iij to 36 tb king. 
expel Haco, or Iiacquirti as Pontanus calls him,•'and to re¬ 
venue his father's death, that he aflcmty*>d an arm'/, com- 
pofed o* both fexes, ahd gave batj,W«* V'h: Jrijh , after Haco 
hacfc#v 5 a?tftH near half i»is arsby. 7 he*(ight continued for 
r'ar three days without victory's deciding herfelf, till Haco 
r ,r fcll towards the clofe of the third day } upon which a panic 
^immediately feized his troops, who we.- fiaughtered without 
i^ierCT by the Danes , until they were fatiated with blood. Such 
was the carnage made on the field, that* to this day it goes 
by the name o tValbrana, a word dVprefilvc of the horrible 
flau^hter b ; though Meurfrn aHedgcs, that this appellation 
was'given to the field in which Sigar was defeased and killed.. 

It is, indeed, the general opinions that both princes penfhed 
in this engagement; y and the m^|e line of the royal family 
bein«* extinfl, *e o^rrunent of the kingdom was commit¬ 
ted' to c fivc iff -ft.r nnbiStyf- who dividec^ the authority. Zea¬ 
land was given to Hunding,'\Schonen xwO/lmar , Funen to Ha- 
no, and Rorick and Mother were cho^n to prefide over Jut- 
% n d ; which countries would feerto to «havc conftitutcd the 
whole of the Danijh dominions at that period. In this fitua¬ 
tion was Denmark governed for the lpace of forty-one years, 

* MfcURS. 1 . ii- 

till 


» G*XO, ibid. Fqxtast. I. i. p. 33. 
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Tfe Hifipry ef Denmark. 

fflMF J danc, wb3 *£*ad efpoufed Gurith , daughter to Slf&f/ 
um*m fed by )yk means to the throne. 
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DANE 


Haldane 
m. 37 th , 
king. 



This prince, the third of that name, w#s inferit^ML none 
his preddbeffots in valour, and -he other nualif!&‘ , o4 a 
but his ftrengib was fo 'Icyiarkable as to procure 
njme of Strang. The manner in which he gained 1 
ruritb his queen tora^d-eCf hff'i avf" air extra- 
ncAofbis prow^fs v ?*r he flew his own 
guards, the 'boldc'P men who could be 
u her porjbn tv.^’.wT^fcefs to alVfuitors; 
a DrerautioH>|hidyft W| iWib^vto*he-? chaRTity, ana others, 
»o the policy re^enSfwfK, *i?yVfioifible they mud fur- 

*reii;'er their a&y^ity as foon as (he *Was married. Some 
yleafy after his ac'ccnufh to the tljrone, he engaged in a nrxt‘ 
~ r ifet (A),»a prince who had been his rival inth^jdSSt- 
aCCuritb.^Jjjg&0tf defperate battles be- 

f thc4ft(^of which Haldane was killed, 
goo*d fortune of his enemy, and rival in glory 


theepr 
ordinal 
fmglf 
found, pU 


Harold 
,jrr. 5 ?th 

king .« . 


wttM 

w: 

th.- 

y ar.o th3. 
an< fy»-e,thir 
J the 

After 1 
king, 


OLD III. 


death the dates met fqfr the ele&ion of a new 
eir choice fell upon Harold , th$ fon of Haldane . 
Hwohl/o egan his ■L. xwith an attempt to complete the mea- 
lures entered upon*|v hisfaTh^s* the reduction of^fche^xgdftts, 
who had refufed tcSArrfhder their authority* to Haidar*. 
though duly eledled by the dates. In this he was more fucS 
cefsful, having obiige. all the provinces to fubmit to the] 
crown in the fpace oc a few years. He begun his operation/ 
with declaring war againd Ptfct, who had killed his fathtft: 
him ho.deflroycd at»a feftival, which Vi/et gave to his friends 
at the celebration of his nuptials with a lady of Scbonen. He 
next dire£led jhis arms againd the governor of Southern 'Jut¬ 
land, and foon reduced thaf country, by the death of the gp- 
vernor, whom he flew in tne f.eld of battle. His next ex¬ 
pedition was againft'^the regents or gover nors of Northern 

\ * J* 

* Ibid, etiyfn Saxo icjPoKTAX. Ibid. 

ff* 


(A) Viftt was fon to \funding > 
viceroy or regent of Zealand. 
He fuccecded his father in that 
office, and kept his authority 
for ieveial years after the accef- 


fion of Haldane to the throneb 
Probable it is, that his refufal 
to furrender it was one of the 
chief caufes of the w^r. 

# • 

Jutland} 



59 
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ffc Hifivn of Denmark. 

'yt.^ifnd, in whicit lie thet with the famorfaccefe, ZktfrW 
and&untn followed the fortune.of the other provinces f sutf 
thus the kingdna of Dtnmark was agai,q reunited, and at) * 
thole p tfg famaafft fubdued and deflroyed in the (pace of two 
years, \syrjflb 'vigorous and intrepid conduct of Harold, who 
wag rvp^a (econd time p> ^claimed king of aM Dtnmark . Af-» 
ter thistle relayed by fotce to hisjtbrone and do own ions Jf- 
mand king *6f Norway^ from whence he had beenedrivgn i>y 
a ftrongf' pa^Xh^t hau* (declared in favour of his lift¬ 

ing his refi-icibc*' in fyoruaf^ Alvar king of 
his laft, leaving three frl?'',* -rs, Ola vs, ancLxn^ki > 4ge, the 
eldeft fq^ceeded to h^T 0 f e » r hut, nov fatisfiW^vith''his 

pattrnai'doimnior.., »■»' XdcL!m^nH5 w ;“ d ¥ * P®»' CT - 
ful army, made a Met p *ylfydytus relates,jj 

that the brothers onl/ f meditatcd an invafvqfij rhe % news of 
which coming to Harold , he immediate 1 ', Altered Sweden,' 
att' ^ked the forces commanded by Ingo and Glaus, whor he 
flew in il~* field, after entirely row "sr tljeir army. ihis 
defeat obliged Ingell to (ue for peace, ai^pt of the i- c hrt$ 
which Harold thought fit to impofe. 'The >7^1^ irlonatf-h^ 
equally generous in prolpeiity and firm.in «!dvJh|*f, gnyr^d 
fuch conditions as bigell ought to have been fatjjlfiaiwii^M^he 
feemed to acquiefce, expe&ing foon to tftnd >p t«‘Vda r T5 of 
wiping oft' the late difgr^c. Accordingly he invaded Sihonen, 
while Harold was lulled in profound fecurity, and caivyed oft* by 
violence *he filter of the Danijh monaje^.^whom he efpoufed. 

Hende foe war was renewed, prpfecuted with various iuccefs, 
ard at length'happily terminated, Har-ld, as juft as brave, 
referring an indifferent peace to thq, moft (uccefsful war, 
which muft neccflarily be attended wi^ the blood and ruin 
many of his fubje&s. He was (caretveturned from Swe- 
den before the infolence of Ubbo, lord of Embden, or pnef of 
thofc ftates which now compofe the cijcle of IVtjjflhaUa, 
called him again into the field. ,^t was not long bprtJre Ubbo He con¬ 
found caufe to repent his temerity ; for he was^efeated and ouers Ub- 
taljen prifoner, but afterwards fen at liberty bythe clemency *><>, lord of 
of the conqueror. Nor was It. s all; Hors Id married him to Embden. 
his daughter, fecured his fricncjfhip, / and by his means 
ftr^.ig'ht.Ted his own' intend upori thef f continent: but his 
fuccels was not limited to tnefe cofiqu,,its he reduced fe- 
v^rpl nations upon the Rhine, took t Vandals, a people in¬ 
habiting that country on the Baltic\ Situated berween the 
Vijlula and the Elbe, into his protection, over-run A quit am , 
and a part of Britain , which, fays Grammaticus , had with- 

• Saxo, 1. vii. 

dia\vn 
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drfifo its allegi4r\pe from Denmark fince*the death of /V. 

‘ tbmtl. But what fets the equity of this monarch in the doft 
confpicuous view, i$that, after raiiing an arrr|' to punifh the 
perfidy of Ingtll king of Sweden , he not efidy'v ^Wed from 
. the enterprise on the death <5f that prince, bdt\jy. pointed 
Harold/ g Uar dians to his infant fon, thougirrthe taireft 
ebar after. ^ fe< j f or a/paexing Su>edem\o his owrfcdominiopS^ a r^ire m- 
ftancc ofjpcderation, whicn deferves being recorded m ho* 
flveabignty. The youngi Swyiejh king,.jepfmhdful of 
his Cbljltiais, ho fooner arriv^J at maturity, 

than hdpecin^d!war* againft his, ^r^rous benefa&or Harold^ 
the«evenm« whitLwas the dea'boldfc'P- is great prince, ad* 
mired cvei|by hisVnemior^fer to.^i\sd*nicnfi©f his fpfot, his 
Valour, gencWfity^and vrlftfibaT* roji “his juftice. We find 
Tby^the prepara^pns made for the war^eo what a prodigious 
height of powe>,tr/s,monarch had raifed the kingdom./^ 
Deni nark. Sdxo Grammaticus relates, that his fleet waSdfo 
irous*snr to exteiuMike a bridge acrois the Stnna, fepa- 
r v Z ealandL Jftr Sufonen j and that, befides common fol- 
he mu«red thirty tnouland nobility in his army. His 
occyficlped the defeat of this otherwife invincible 
1 aiiS o\ liged the Danes to patch up a peace at the 

ne uric 1 Mil fn tllP JP in nr/% J 



or 


p fic flU ,b onaft ..ij&h was ceded to the victorious Ringo 

L 6, or O V A V S. 

•* % 

T h€ glorious 7k./..I.^iyas fucceeded by his fiftefs fon, a 
prince of u very oppofttc cbpraCter to his uncle (A^. '‘His 
38 tb king, name was Ola, and fillt Ke was appointed to the ^overnmeM 
of Schonen by Ringo t who likewile obliged the Danes to fub- 
mit to the authority M Hetha y a woman of a mafeuline fpi- 
rit. Upon their rnnonftrances, however, he recalled 0 h§ff 


Olo, 
Claus, 


* Maur.s. 1. 


11. 


p. 30. 


fpeaks 


(A). Pent, yui 
rcntly of this’^-mcc, 
we know not upon what 
rity. According to v im. 


rtfr into his enemies; a con- 
thou^h jefture which we find Supported 
by a faff. One of the Dahijb. 
nobility having rcfolved to iiab 
him, torhen hp was tffx^cfljpg 
to enter the bath, the grim and 
fierce countenance of Olo made 



pofli-iTed the noblcfl qu 
mind and perfon, hav 
remarkable circumftanc 
him, that his eyes kil!e\ Ifcc him drop the poignard 
thole of the bafilisk; ifieaniivg, he had raifed it to give the fa* 
pcihap*, the flernnefi. of his otl blow (t). 
rountcsance, which 11 ruck ter- ', 


' 1} Atisrj, /. ii. />. 3 c. 
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and 
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5.7/ compenfated her with the fovereigmy of that county^ - 

now.?alled Slejwick, where file built the city of that name. 

Ola he fubftit||gd in her place, whence it appears that Den- 

mark w;ri^conR^uence of Ringo’s victory, littleymorc than 

a prnyu$p to Swkty i, though "’all the Damp) waters omit 

Ripgo'% narne'jn the lift ‘V their kings. Whethc/ it was, 

that thjkr jfanes \vere une jfy unde*) the adminifarJon of a 

prince imfofed upon tfie.n b^r their inveterate eien^"* jjjr 

Swedes, or^-JwsKcV tK«.ir_ d",afFc£fcion arof^f frors’ 

cruelty, as (irda^rifn? atf^, is a point < ;fpdte«3, bjJ nifto- 

rians : certain, howeve^^ that he vr,.s^ i*kei^ <>r bt a 

conlpirary, formed ag7ij r by many of ‘oc chit nobility 

of th^kingdom, -fid t a, jf* i "’"'fted king: a pre- 
r S* r\i > **10 common* VI ft r r • “ , 

iumption that Use s ir.isfy „ . - -*JTe from jeru* .al pique and 

mal-adminiftration, ./lore than from the rc'VntmCjpt of his * 

fuhjcdts againft the Swedes c . 

O M U N _ t|K 

OMUND, fays Meurfius, was defied, nqt out of «regaVd < \ijuml, 
to his father’s memo™, but from the expectation which king. 

promifing a youth afforded, of his refembling p virtue # fi/s A * , 
great uncle Harold. When arrived at *agc-, bis nobility id- 33 1 * 
vifed him to think of encreafing the royal family by marfiage. 

This made him turn his ‘thoughts to thd daughter of Ringo , 
whom he had feen and admired when he viftted the court of * * 
that monarch in his youth : but to the accompliftimcnt of 
his wifhes there..was an obftaclc which be determined to fur- 
nibunt. Ringo had publicly declared, rhat he never would 
•receive for his fon-in-law a prince whoi had not fignalized 
ijiis valour. To render himfelf wort.jv of this honour, 

Oenund entered upon a war with the king of Norway , who 
haddately refufed to pay the uf.’al homage to the crosh of 
Denmark , and a powerful fleet was equipped fbr the .tsjeaflon. 

In his way he was joined by Oddi, a prince who Add received 
fome caufe of difguft to the Swedi/h Ringo was at 

this time cruifmgwith a fleet ofV the coaft' of Ireland , and 
Oddo perfuaded his new ally, that now,,.v'as the opportunity 
for recovering the liberty*©? Denmark, ij|6urbing the powe. of 
Swihtn, and accompli filing his wijhc. f’ith refpeft to Ringo' s 
daughter. Perfuaded with thefcl atfuments, Otnund com-, 
^}lM*with Oddo's propofal of making: a delccnt on Sweden , 
which was accordingly executed,/ Ifac'digcnce being fent to 
Ringo , he returned inftantlyjfbr the protection of his domi¬ 
nions, and a furious engagement enfued, in which both par- 

e Aut. citat. if id: 

ties 
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Hits claimed a victory. To render things more d&fo,* 
l they recruited tbeir forces by mutual agreement, and Might 
a fecund battle more bloody than the fornr r, at the clofe 
of which Mingo was mortally wounded. MJpbJvhi# he lent 
for Omund , and told him, that now ^e ha«r£^$n. proofs 
fufficieif of hisavalour to merifiAhe daughtey^of ,aJvar/ior, 
and theydfore he fboulil contentedly refign hitnfelf _>Jnto the 
arms Hi ^t*ath, as he had the IKippinefs to fetf his family 
itpiffenicrfed by the alliance yf f&hj'^loojlrtaw j after 
whiljfwcf ds hrf:x^)irccl. OmWiPs ne# expl^iui were againft 
^//^ 4 ^Wa 4 »k 3 birgin, who *S; * jd the fovereignty of fome 
provincMK of Mr®My. »ud e*a‘oolde^d to extend her power 
over Dunkirk likrwufi'.v^wn a f ca .^ht, but 

not fo decilhely jpt* ihe Ip'ilii'b'; her forces, and was 

again i^ady TR^. enter upon action r^Omund not caring to 
•hazard a defeat ilrxn a woman, determined to t^V, policy, and 
be. dint of gold weaned from Her the allegiance of thr.Nor- 
7ii'jpVvK, who (l*^c r ^f*'her, and afterwards delivered ner into 
tik hands or her brother, whom file bad dethroned, in re- 
V venge for \Jhich he put'her to death, and was mean enough 
ViP‘ i y homage to Omund , in acknowledgment of his fer- 
vnjls. HaVjug honourably concluded fome other wars in 
which he wafc neccflarily engaged, Omund preferved his do¬ 
minions in profound peace for a number of years, and then 
died fmccicfy icgrettcd and efteemed by his people, who im¬ 
mediately chofc his cldeft fon to fuccced him.t, He was, 
indeed, a prince equally (killed in the arts of war snd of 
peace, who had obfite’fated by the prudence and fucceis„of 
his adminiftration, jll memory of bis father’s cruelty \ 

f S 1 IV A It l). 

Siwatd, ShtyRDt Oh his acce/uon to the throne, was compti- 

40/4 king, mented an ambafly frljp the -king of Sweden, who dc- 
manded hi&*ftfter in marriave. Imagining that this alliance 
might affift lot uniting kingdoms always at variance, and 
prove advantagcoL' to botty Shvard complied, and the treaty 
was concluded, hi Hand jA/as the place fixed upon for the 
celebration of the ntpniafs \ but the Szvtdijb mon^'dr.^ing 
befet by ruffians on |Y e r*ad thither, broke off the treaty 
‘and prepared for war,’IVrt|m a notion that the aflaffins had 
been hired by Snvartf tb tpurder him. Both kings having 
raifed forces, they met oft .the confines of the fpot ap¬ 
pointed for a more friendly intekeourfe, and a battle enfuing, 

' v - 

a Meurs. p. 31, 


the 



•Tht Uifiaty •fJ 3 *wn«fc. ; 6 * 

*. SMiJb BJOiar* *» to. *nd his «oi, .cully ^ fljju 

featcd (A). - * , ' which SiwerJ was ehgaged, fur- 

The war ^.^Inces oi* the eminent with an op- **** 
nilhed fome * P ra ifcvi an army, obtained a-bwedcu. 

.portu.ut^c.ol.m^^Thcy^ra^J Such 

„do,y, ^ lortune of S.«W, l*rt he loft 

wastten u teeth, an n . , { in t fou<iuci«ible 

»;»^“'r ;■’ "*'T 

iDancls. Ijto *P ir jJ;. h ° . £ % cri p a i <y th-ar hs*ndi* of to 

and :S^ ^“rWV Aqroi- A>S?J’j /;,•., ,..„» 

udutc to F ,u,.f' a ,inv c< nimandcd l,jyoiie Simtn, add,,,/.,/, 
lie eng/ged the it ,'.^ >y j u ,l or a wound he,, 

iuttati.-io.) be.ann.deel^.J^. te had given,,/ l 

rccewed by the hand both tailing d r ad upon each ■ 

a mortal b.ow to hn . rj brave t unlortuiu": 

— s t h w » »% to as, 

££•&. n- / 

* b.othJrv,^tlecUd l,ng in hit 
100111 b - J 1 A T H V L. 

_ rfr ltt 7/ was r >i(cd to the throne lei's upon account of iuhul. 
BJTHUL .wast ■ but j nC0 nlidei.vble, than horn a 4 ./ w f 
his own merit, which w b , ood TOfa j an d rcfpctfc for » 

regard the peop \ e h * f V fhe flate 0 f Dtlmark w »s now truly 
the memory of Siu>ard. ineua by rebellion, her 

deplorable i her dominions ru.t p P * moft om it 

power and credit tank, and along ^ * c of conducl . 

in the world to "UM nfttent kinsdtfm ot 2>«mar*, but 


ST* world ‘o Btrieve her ^7 

There remained, °[aU*e po 0 by the Dane* condv 


^ bably have remained, ha& not 7«^'» the wn/ 

^Saxo, 1. viii. 

OAl Thc-vct of this b,v|e 

is varioufly related, Mmr/m i “ 0 f f UMa . upon 

particular atftrmmg, uia - j|f made peace with 4 w- 

. defeated, nd forced wh.d I*™ P „ tUt 

K> retreat precipitately to Jut- din^y » 

■ land, where he wa. a fecund Awn (.). 

time routed by the SJam. J.- 

( 1 ) Mturf. Hip. A ‘i- 


fallen 



$4 , ffofBfltiy tf Denmark. 

, fit fen upon the moms of recovering J& liberty, returning i 
into Zealand, and of aflerting the dignity Kjf his anceftor^ ( 
which was funk during the weak and timid Arp of his uncle 
Batbul t who now willingly refigned the^buCjtefLof fove- 
nwgnty, tS. which he found His own Qrtggth up£*jp§.. 

J A R M E%R C l 

Jantterci,-*/^-, firL endeavours of thi* herP: prince wefe MTfeckwer * 
40 tb king, the revolted puv/tpces, and redlccram tyheir fdrrnfcr obe- 
dter&tJ He bc\uh»with Swede '■ ,?fli 4 t am 184 the w *f 
ergrour^geti his r*bjedb in their rebelItOn, by wnich Grtbar 
the king got pelTefiion of fyjemn, 'Jutland , and fame other 
Dantjh provinces.* H« ffifeu a gre^g army, entere<nfau«fr», 
*\ defeated and bllrd GothaT? ^<*confequence recovered" all 
Hit coh4 fthat the StveJtf had taken from his father and uncle : thence 
quejhy* h& marched inti? Slejwick and Holjltin, and foon recced 
tntv{ y^Hthem : fiom •SUfwtck he marched into Pomert*v/?f&n6 th#nce 
to Silefta, laying all that country under contribution, and ex* 
a£hng an oath from t^ nobles, that they would pay homage 
and a yearly tribute to the crown of Denmark . In a word, 
he not only recovered in a Ihort time all the countries his 
ariceftors had ever pofiefled, but greatly enlarged the bounda¬ 
ries 6 f the Dantjh fovereignty. All this profperity was not 
unattended with a fixture of adv^fity and domefhc misfor¬ 
tunes, which more than counterbalanced the power and 
grandeur of Jarmera. He had difcovered an iatrigue that 
wa^ carrying on between a beautiful young lady he had taken 
for his fecond wife,* and Broder> a fon he ifadfcy his former. 
Enraged at a crime founnatural, he gave orders they (hould both 
be irmantly put to death, a fentencc which was executed ia .» 
cordmgly upon tjte queen; but his fon found meafts, tbfo* 
favour of his keepers, to elcape, and raife civil cqpnrno- 
tion\whlch ended onlrfvith the life of his father, whom 
he behead, took, and pqtto death, in a ftrong caftle Which 
Jarmerci t-*' , d built as alretrcat iiwcafe of any unfbrefeen 
change of foSV'pe. It i/true, that both^Hie queen and $ro- 
der were innocent of the crime laid to their charge, the 
whole being a confer ivanjfce of Btcco's, a nobleman of great 
power and ambitiin, who, outtof refentmenrHJr so 
jarmerci, wanted \ditra£t his councils. Such was this 
man’s art and addrefsg t»t he fomented the quarrel between 
the father and fon» to Axh a height, that notwithAamlfhg 
filial duty on the one fideS-and paternal affedlion on the 
other, Atongly urged them to a reconciliation, they were 
both made to believe that their iecurity could only be effedied 
by the death of the other. Thus ended the glorious aemn of 


Jnce ^ 
ajfavs. 


It pat /# 
death by 
ins mm 
Jen* 



Ul I- 

’ wrought on 
to 

With a yUffJ 


. ; , ,. ' fS 

,i ^ ^— s * Hr* 1 

JZ'g rf nnVui t U t mpdakwi In hi» temper* and 
Of foull inftrumems, who ncver&U 

_ive» (fid courts, W create divifions 

rtii(fTg^thl^nft /e8 *• 

B 1 ? 70 * D E £• 

mmous voice of Ae poW|^Vh ^ of h p relgn 

ts^-V-s £ ss&sste ss 

«T4S-- «*ir>saagsfKri 

fileift Conning the HUnpfr -ns oeain, *n j. 

the particulars of his llte ♦’ w <» 

Vo. 5 / i# l d in.' 

H„ _i foeceeded by SlumU TO. a prince who »«!"' i ved ^*ald 
nB wps iuccccu 7 -/vj tc thtpne. The Wrffti- ni. <u<f 

to a grdat; age befo « ^ pbfcure than thofe of his king. 

options of his reign^te no lew man* ■mtimaftsim 

^^'siltALDin. tniSNlO. 

' w„„ VmK^trk beean to refume her wonted vigour, and siwaU 
i^^red f otn the recovery of Scfcuwu, and thejn, mJ 
nmediatdy enter P° foon"obliged to fubmit, andsnio. 

jolted proytocis, wh^> *e« hellion 5m. in the next 

■*££, 7fct thecroinic, bis family by mam- 
s nmi ca t ambafladors t* demand th£ daugn- 

and accorduigjy fent anmanMc® * put V 


. Wed at this indignity. ySgK and 

^ entered ewto.d,Uym ¥t he Ju^ U f 

erceiving that his ftrcCT woe a pro- 

'*6 of the D.<ut, r *‘*j en 8 » condition tfct the kingdom of 
if «*«**» “P, ^"Se^oXeror. Upon this . 

avat^udhrf <Wy«h fen, hi, Ater intoWm, 


bjmfelf forced to fobmit to the tetn 
* Saxo, iSfci. Pour**- p. J 4 - 

*" J^oD.’HiaT. Vpi. XXXII. 

—• * " % 



a Msvas. 1 . ii» 
p rious 



t> 6 . the tiiftery of Denmark; 

• 

riotis Saio. The king of Sweden ofarried his ward, wiu wimc 
he was enjoying ell the pleafures of love, was fuddenly de- 
fpoiled of Bis wife and treafure, by "a. rspiddefcent made on? 
his kingdom by Snjfo, who carried her triumph. This 
.. rape gavejbccalion to a long <anef^jood«war^“* ';hf was tcr- 
mine^re- rn ‘‘* iatet l , hy a greater misfortune. ^ifotlyTtirfgs ftafrTAg levied 
'vaih in all their < fu t *jeas, hardly any perform were left to edvivaac the 
Denmark, lands» tty confeq.uence bf wh ; "’was a cruel famine, that 
andocca- catfied off incredible number^ of ihe people. This gave 
ftontabar- birth to a law, prohibiting, on pafneof death, that a fmgle 
barouspro- graini*of *cor^v fhould be converted into malt, or ufed in any 
pafah diher manner Aan bread, of which the rich were in equal 
•which want with the poor ; but th*s edidt not having-the defired 
gawMrjb effedt, it was psopofoil by Aggo andtwo/rto&'ernen of* 
to *b e \c$ Jutland^ or of*’ fomc other of tih^panijb provinces/tnat all 
whe old men andk. children fhoulcl either be put to death, or 
, compel led to fcck for new habitations in foreign ccfcntrics. 

jrom i i* j ntc jjjg encc 0 f this execrable fcheme coming to life Cars of 
fiamlora, or as other writers call her Magga , the king’s mo¬ 
ther, a womars of aiV’hcroic fpirit, fhc immediately entered 
the council chamber,,and in a very pathetic fpeech, repre- 
fented the inhumanity of facrificing*their aged parents and 
innqcent babes, who, were unable to* fccure themfelves pof- 
fcifions in foreign countries. It would better become, fbe 
obferved, the piety and valour fcf the Danes to fend forth 
their young men upon expedition which required ftrcngtb, 
vigour, and health, ai*id thus fupply the wants oV the infirm, 
weak, and aged, by 4eavfng them their (hare of the public 
flock of provifions. This, {he faid, would anfwer the fame 
purpofe as barbaroufly facrificing with their own hands, thofel 
kaing^who gave them life, and thofe innocent tender babes/ 
tywhofc ‘fupport ddp*ruled on their parental fondnefs.^^Shy 
p^pofed, that if tjje "ftterprize appeared fo dangsrous ; 
toltyrrify any of the rpbility-from taking the Command 
this nhd^e colony, to pjd it in perfon, and banifh herftf^ 


from run 
COuntty s 

A. D. 
383. 


from hef-native fbiljt for 


the fake of humanity, and every principle the mol 
and valuable tea true-born Daht. Snio immediately a^ 
ceded to her pnfoofal, and aflemblrd the nobility an d cor 
mons to .fettle me plan of migration. • Jif“thi§ ‘alWRBfT 
it was agreed, every ninttf n&n in Denmark an^ 
the provinces, able to carry arm«£ (hould compofe# tbj^o- 
lony; that it flfould be conduced by Agge and Bbbo ; and 
that the place of rendezvous fhould be that province lying 
between the Elbe and the Oder *, and wafhed by the Baltic , the 

* Saxo, ibid. Fontan. Ss Meurs. lib. cieat. Scan. p. 53 . 

antiant 


in 

the 


fake^ of 


her county, 
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antient *name of » not determined (A). % this Cbarafitr 

means plenty was totfoduceA in Denmark^ and Snio lived in anddtatb 
peace to a good dd age/a^tr having by prudence and con* Snio. 
duft reftored his,4ijK^jnto its anticnt fplcndor,- and with*' 
t^ut a fingjiJttfeiiO^pbn his reputation* Except his carrying 
off" by force ine JWirw, which\may be looked 

cfalfehe dreadful misfopfurffes wlfi^h aft^r- 


upon^s £$£caufe 


wards attpndbd him by a c juel and ruindiis war, and 
-more dcffrucflve, famine/ fefif are^ot informed Iy any 
tori an, whether SitoaljJn Hr father refigned Vie throne tq 
or whether he died foon aftur he had taken hlrh a parfn 


the throne. 


P 
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BiQRN 7 ^ his foT^Jacyeeded Sn'o ; q priruc of little meiit Biorno, 
according to Saxo Gtammaticus and Mcurfius, though Lyfcban- 40 * Line. 
dft m f jfcntanus, and Suaningitts affirm, that the male/oyal line t 
mt^extSndl in Snio. All writers indeed £gfec, tha/ here is*lf < 
chafm ofmvo hundred and ninety-eight years hi the Damjh 
biftory, Bmrno alone {landing in the fpace between Snio and 
Gorma that is, from the year 401 •after the birth o\ phjrifo" 
to the year 699 of that sera; a period this the moiVIjufy Some diffi- 
but obfeure in antient hi (lory, duririg which all thote very (0n ~ 
extraordinary migrations were made from the northern coun- cc ™ ,n g 
tries, which deftroyed the Roman err.piVe, and wholly dranged c " rono *°&J* 
the face of affairs in Eurtye. Pontanus and ethers, to fill up 
this chafnj, relate the expedition of the M?andali t Longobards % 



(A) Various # jyre the conjec¬ 
tures of hiftonans and critics 
concerning the time of this mi¬ 
gration the place where the 
coldiw eftablifiied itfelf, and 
the derivation of tbeir name, 
all agreSTfrg that they were 
called Lombards afttr their de- 
arture, and IV 1 mult % or Wmih t 
cfore. The Damjh writers to 
rf*man affirm, thatitSe famine 
which occafioned the migration 
happened i^fif/p’^reign; tho’ 
Paulas DtaconuSf &nd^ju£r wri¬ 
ters, make it later. Tremor, a 
Vryer of credit, #ueft%kthat 
they fettled in the ifie of Rugen 


afid country adjacent, till the 
year 484, when they removed 
themfelves into Pannonia, and 
other provinces of the Roman 
empire. As to theif ..twyne, 
fon»e deiv r e it from their bea^fs, 
Long^Barb ; others from their 
we^fions called Bardtn'fOx Lon- 
go B\rdens ; but */fe curious 
reades will find h fatisfa&ory 
account of tlw people, whether 
Lombards o'(Longobardt (for we 
make a difindlion) in the nine¬ 
teenth vojime of our Antient 
Hiftory,#'p. 12. 497. & ft- 
qsunt (1). • 


(1) Vti & Cot. Prottg. Hifl.Oot. f. 53. & Ponton. Hifl. Don. /, ill. f. 39. 
ad f. 57. Radbte Atolont, 1. 1. 

F a Bom- 
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Lombards, and other northern imionfc, •giving at t)ie fame 
time a long lift *of Saxon and Swedish kings; but as thefe 
'.natters relate nothing to our hifflbqjj. we^jink it more fa- * 
tisladlory intirely pafs over this refume our 

narrative with Goi*non s who wm ele&edJojWiftine in thw 
year 699 Sr 700 t^ter the birth ofw£* ; <wpur (»j b , * 

» \ f * f' ' JF' • 

•* G O R M Jp N I. , - 

• ( ; w. • 

Govnionl. .^-fORDttfo to Lyfchandet, GtMvpm was the f’ cell and 
52 dking. fel^tTmonarcj* who wielded ths l)afiijh feepter iiom Dan, 
and h prince tli,’. ntoft extraordinary of his age, not for the 
uQiaft/^ialities of a king, but his profound lkill in magic, 
and det^) penetration int</*the * fecrcis of nature- We mutt 
refer tfo^ reader u the,wonderful tal&sdie'will iiWi- rH?»cd of 
1 ?. his mag^c fkili by who afefibes them all to a^ftridt 
^r ref l*>'%^ t Vr maintained with the parent of doceir • 
rt#**-*iy V thcy might p... for truth tn the age of that entc._ :i*ifig ~ 
r V * :c*r, but they will fcarce furnifh amufement in fhefe en- 
v lightened times, where even fdion f-lf requiu iwC aflift- 
ai. '<• .of probability. know o»dv for certain of this prince, 
that n^ lived to an advanced age without engaging in any 
wars w\th his neighbours, and was fuccccded by his fon Gotrid , 
furnamed the Goitrous c . 


G O T R r C K. 

fco'iick,* Some writers call this prince Guitlach , and ofhers God- 
5 $dking. frrd\ but we chufe to Tol[ow the authority of C*-rmr. u 
and Pont anus. In the fifft year of his goverriht~nt' c Sax 
rebelled, and he raifed a powerful -.my to fnppi t, 
which he foon effedted^ by giving them a ligtv ' overthrow, 
ajnd.^bliging them, upon the birth of a ’ mfh prince^ te 
feh^j a prelcnt to tha'lonjr-of an i-and red n.dk white^liOrfes, 
in token of their fuhmi^on and vaflalage to the^crown of 
DenmahL In.Mediately-after, he married the princeff of 
JVsWcwv, rending at the Vame time an ambafl’ador into Sive- 


t. 


* Sax$, 1. 8. 


b .VTr-uRs. p. 36. 

(B) To fupply f^he chafm, mud II. QmontM 9 . to wboiflT 
LyJchanSer in his Gei^alogy of fucc l&g&Biorno his fon, whom 
thp Dunijb kings, and" Suanin - we hjud lMiaftde the fon and fuc^« 
gius in his Cbronufit Danicum, cefl(#uf S*ie. Of thefe piftces 
give the following table of they give no account, nor have 
kings; -viz . R&ri;i If. Swart 1 . they even quoted their autho- 
Guithub II. Harold IJI. (accord- nty for inferting jjhcm. 
ing to them;) Krch.ul, Ver- 
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denote* appeafe certain* 
neral diet of thaj 
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was defpifed, M 
him in thd^rirob; 


to punith d . * In o 
the 


Its which broke out at tji** ge- 
* but the ambaifadoc’s autbojitjP 
killed by a large? (lone thrown at 
It whiqh Gotrick fought jt his duty 
"nee he invadec 


*he whole co/ntry 

the petfifns concerned iij ^v^murd#r of 
a hcwvv fine. Scarce harf# | ’ne l '»returne< 


defeated He fubduet 
J»unil|td*SwL>dcii. 

is ambflnlidor with 

vy nne. scarce h^r 1 # fie” returned fH 
Saxony was over-run f )jKfhgrleniagne*& armywhile 
lord of the country, unaffle to refill fo potent a force,IFm« 
plored the affiftance #f gotrick, whole filler tie had ma/ie^; 
and the Zfowj ft ’ m o nq rCTMgadilf pnJimVJ -tlfin fpeedy|ua:our, S axon y 
becaufe^e /aw the* n-reflity of chect he »rowiir 


.power ( 

of Cfi&lemagne, who like an imp ou ’i*- t.i, threatened to % * ,a ", 
fwailcwr up all Europe in one umvcii ruirhrtr Cbarle- fi ,lu ^ oc 
jtag gwA» ■■etreat to oppofe the Saracens pPcfcutu 
lias time ; vvith the main army j but fome pdftJ which he^ 
maintaruu were torced, and bis troops driveiypiitc out of 
Saxony. Wh.-n Churlu -i*ne .uurn«d from Spain , Cotgidf 
font ambailadors to rcmu-ilrate to him, tfiat Saxony Jfas a 
fief of Denmark , which he thought hfmfelf liound to j/otc«Sl. 

He therefore requefled him not to difturb the peace of that 
country, which would necelTariiy reduce the Danes fo the 
occefiitv of oppofing him* with all their powef, a mcafuie 
. nat woulej not at all be agreeable to a people who enter¬ 
icd the higheft refpcil for his ipajefty. As Charlemagne 
gav no er«Iicjj anfwer to thif rejnonftrance, Gotrick re- 
folvcd to « iree it by arms, and accordingly fent a power- 
iul re''force--ient t aVitichond* which enabled him to drive 
the Frpr‘> it S the barrier towns, and garrifon them with 
Dam*w\ .>u vs. Charlemagne , offended at this piefamn- 
tion, army under Conrad Jto reduce all Saxony'to 

bis obedience ; but this general was*defeated, and his army 
oifp^iied. Enraged at the indignity. Chatlemagn; entered 
Saxony at the head of an army, anu ,by forced marches had 
rywrfy furprifed V^tifhon^ who fled precipitately and took 
(belter with Gotrick beyond the Elbe. His army being defti- 

icr, became an eafy prey to the French 
jfjjng to ftrike terror in the inhabitants, 
land Saxons to* be executed, after 
Vtili%nny, leaving ftrgng garrifons in all 


over run 


tute ,of a Cflfflma.. 
monarch* who detcH 
ordered above foui 
Whiffh he r^ired 
the towns’ 1 . 


4 Mayas, & Gkam. ibid. 
• • # 

is. - 


* Pontan. 1. iii. Msvrs. 


COTRICK 



70 

Gotrick 


fcflj 


talk. 

of this defeat, than he 
fY&expelled all the 


%be Hijlery of, 

r GOTRICK no fooner had at 
recovers led his army intq that deplorable c< 

Saxony a French garrifons, jand reduced it tfc'itS* fdrrtfci,**«bedience, 
fecondtime. Uoonhis return t<£Denmark,"‘be hea^qVatt Charlemagne pro- 
,pofid fe'iding nisipn Pepin with a Wghty army- <n invade 
the DanijS province# upon the continent, and ‘•eiolvfd to op- 
polq him Wjth an yp .lal force. . ??^levied a prodigious army, 

• P tAfld j^jiipped a fleet of above threcpjj^dred large (hips, with 

wfywn he propped making a defeen' ,oVi the, cJaft of France , 
and Vy this met ns to weaken Pepir^i army. In a word, fuch 
was «\f ^valour, fjje cond t u^,, and mighty force of Go- 
trick, tlat Charlemagne’s empire was n^t/ morb^cni^angered 
tr than frtvn this formidable enemy, had not an unforefeet.acci- 
iL dent, aljdhis ufual good fortune, faved that powerful monarch. 
Trrfbfter Goiy ick had^yer-run Eajl 'Fnejland, and fome othw: pro- 
X *- vinces belonging to the enemy, leading his atmv'ftra'. Jo 
/ "Aix-la-Ch'<xpelle, at that time the capital of Chorlemoyre % em¬ 
ir treacle -. t pire ; he wlw ftabbed in his tent by a centinel, bribed, as fome 
rcujly mur-v/i ifr r s? imagine, by Pepin , to remove this dangerous rival to 
dered. his facer’s glory. Other writers imagine, that "this unworthy 
a£lion was committed by his own fon, in revenge/or his hav¬ 
ing repudiated his mother, and taken another wife. Be this 
as it will, certain it is that the great Gotrick fell by' the hands 
, of an aftaflin, at a time when he‘was about to difpute the 

empire of Europe with the greateft monarch of nhe world, 
Gotrick’./ leaving behind him the fepytation of a juft, brave, merciful, 
cbareBtr. an( j mun ifJ cen t prince, •poflefled of every qusftty which could 
gain the love of his own fubjelh, and the efteem and rgf- 
peft of all other nations. That he was the dread of his 
mighty competitor, appears from the exceffive and ifidycent 
joy which Charlemagne exprefled on the news of his d£ath \ 
The exa& time of this event is difputed ; but Suadf/gius, and 
fome of the beft writers^ place it in the year 8ox after Chrifl. 

O l A V S III. _ 

• f. ^ 

plaus III. GOTRICK being killed, his ddeft fon Olaus, the third of 
55/^ king, that name, was elected king of Denmark. Tbic prjnce 4s en¬ 
tirely omitted by many hiftorians, place him after 

Hemming , though Saxo Grammattwrifa. Meurftus exprefly 
fay, that he wjts the fon and imiritMi^*piceefl$r of ONricf! 
Olaus , while he was endeavouring jo bring to juftice the 
murdereis of his father, had the miffortune to involve him- 
fdfm a civil war, in which we have rcafonto believe he 


b SuAKixq. p. 63. 





fcf Denmark. 

r Ind this rircumftance mentioned 
Bomerania . • 


7 * 


rum 

pciimcuy mough we do 
by any writer befidk ^j E V 

• v :* , 

Ac^ojRDjfNG to thv"Jttme author, he ’Va* fuccaeded ftyHem- 
Htmmingj nfr’AiJy child. 'I.ie firft aft of yfiis princw Idmirfi- filing. 
Oration was tftroncludaarfrcftx w * l k Lewis the PioQffc ttlilg 56 liking. 


dominions, wfcjch was 
parties, withoutVany critMto*’" 


the limits of ti 
to the fatisfa* 
jnent on the 
great part of 

years, with g'cdrttpfSnuTc) this exCd lent*!A*iareta^yit JiecI up 
his hdl/breath, and na r f his kingdom to his two 4° u ^ n!i > 

$twat y and Rtngo c . * • 

* J / W A R D and R /* W G 

DEi'j&iJ&l If* was divided between them, a'nJa conftant^f^ard V 
jealoufy and otfirpctual wars enfued, by which^rois potent—,'/ 
kingdom begin to dwindle, and lofd'tbe rtfpeft it ka^n&tungo. 
long command from the furroundjng ftates. At Ja|re the 
condition of th BdDanei became deplorable. Si ward's fobjefts 
depofed him, and raifed his infant for^ Rcgmr to the throne, 
which furnifhed his rival Ringo with a fair occafion of fnvad- 
ing Zealand and Schonen , where he met with little refinance. 
Immediately on his arrival he threatened with the mod cruel C/W % * 
and ignominious death, all the k inhabitants who refufed to wan in 
acknowledge hflh for their king. I«i this critical fituation, Denmark, 
the people defired he would permit them to deliberate upon 
h/s propofal, which being granted, they aflembled to debate 
op the pieafures which they ought tcP purfue. On the one 
hand ^kgir affeftion, and the oath they bad fworn to Regnei , 
inclinea iffimy of the inhabitants to remain firm*in their duty; 
on the other, the power and d&adful menaces of Ringa 
terrified them. Various meafure9 f were propofed, and all 
wfiiOk attended with | thoufcnd difficulties; in confequcnce 
of which the aficnibly was ready to break up without coming 
to any conclufion, when Regner % though then but twelve 
years of in the following manner. “ To what RegncrV 

“ purpole is it, \n ^Jkfbful friends, to irritate a powerful fpctcb to 
“ <^gemy, by aattachment to an unhappy prince, hu funds. 
“ whom jtetl Safe' not ilrength fufficient to defend ? As 
“ deferting your king, and flving from your colours witb- 
“ out urgent neceffity, would be a crime of the moil 


e Scriptor. citat. ibid. 

F * 


htinous 



7* 


ft' .1 jit ^ J —'^j «w..* *>*• *<v»M««g »v «y uv^vivr / v 

'Lgo v*^p- T'Trr^' ng ^ ?*, 

Siward'' *- w 8 ° killed and vidlory had declared in favour of 
m^dvcrfary, who had iikewife received a monal wound, of 
whicntae died the next jay» and happy had itAfeen for Den¬ 
mark had this event happened earlier, though each was de- 
ferving enough of the crown, had he enjoyed it without a 
competitor. It was their rivalihip and ambition that reduced 
the kingdom to its melancholy fttuafion, and the continuance 
of their wars would probably have made way fqi» its total 
conqueft by fome foreign power \ 

* 

R E G N E R, 

Jlegner, Both thefe princes # being removed by death, Regn^r was 
56/i king, recalled from Norway , and replaced in the throne (A).. As 
foon as this prince had fettled the domeftic ceconojjvy^f his 
kingdom, which he found intirely ruined and confounded by 
the late civil difeords, he Aarched into Norway againft Froe> 
king of Sweden , who had invaded that kingdom, imagining 
that he could eafily reduce it before the iki$tion of the Dante. 
would admit of their fending forces to its relief. Froe had, 
indeed, defeated Siward king of Norway , and jggfle prifqpers 
of his wife and daughters, before th Regner, He 


the Hiftoiy of Denmark, 

heinous nature, fo, adherings to mem at the JUzastf"bf 
you?* own lives, when you ar$ v jeifible you cannot better 
the caufe in wnich you are engaenL^idownright folly, 
and a trefpals againft the firft prin 4 ipf£s oftiature^/' Deceit 
in fome, cafes jj allowable: be ora(SWed in a 

ore jfft ca'jfe'jjhan the prefei/r,*^ with mo^ prqbabi- 
’ty of uiccefs? You muft deceive the y^t-Tmy^you are 
nable n f comb^,; yo6 mufJpUint^rfeit ftfcflriflion, until- 
akrcpafion o^trs of refuming V,n^c principles, recalling 
J/ king, a£d throwing off of/the oppreffor. 

AVverfe fortune is never fo eafil^fo; mounted as by yield- 
it.” Thisfenfible oration ti^Vfr.phild, determined 
them tojjoiidtv his auvice'j 'as foon Sis tj^y RacTcbnveyed him 
fide intopS Torway. l^y accordingly fuomitted to Ring** and 
immediately gave notice of their intention to Siward^ who 
Pfifhout flLlitation^fy-uck his tents and marched to giv§ b&- 
;tle to hisCrival, equally defirous of corning to a^tfeciw.c 



(<« 

« 

cc 


* Saxo, 1. ix. 
€» 


Mevrs 



(A) Authors differ confider- not a few Ragnifrid. We have 
ably in the • rthography of this adhered to the orthography of 

S mice’s name, fome calling him Grammaticus , Meurjfus , and Post- 
legner , others Regin/rid, and tonus. 
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haw-exjtbfed them, anorall virgins who had fallen into his 
hands^ to the moll cndU indignities and infults, whiljh made 
them receive jR<jf^ca\fheir deliverer. Tlic indignation $f 
.this pm;ce wasHo migiVy inflamed by their piteous relations, 
that he /narched in^^rj^Jvtgainft the barbarous conqueror, and Bravery 
gave h,tnTubattlej bKt with a very dubious clent,|Wil Loth- 0 f i,ath- 
gartba, a of ar* Jheroic difpofitioj, who md. beer ra- gartha, a 

vifhed by thcjfrrutal Aroey entered ^he rabies, anc? r with iircre-jw*** lady 
dible valour,/drove tlflffitlvedes every where^efore her,\tii1 Vhe of Nfir- 
opened a way ^o whom flie^ piqrced thrduftp,^he way. 

- body before he was r to guard agafnft her furj^us at¬ 

tack b . The wmJAv&fa finiffyed by this deciflve a£fci*?T*f Reg- 
ner wap fo captivafiR wfth the bravery viJ^gc/f that he ^ e £ ner 

fofaffi her of her reladons in mtrriaw^aml obtained) her with mcorief 
lit/jV difficult^. v P 

--'iUuRiNGjmp king’s refldence in NortfLiay, the Jfovincef p: 

*b':&pne» and Vfyttiand revolted, and fome commotions were cx- 
cited*»v) 7 /^fo/; his prefence foon reduced afflirs to theif' 
former htuatk 4 i, but not till he had given batdfcfand defeated 
the rebels,- m of whom he generouily pardoned, exeegrinjfa 
few of the ringleaders, who were jeferved for an exemplary 
punifhment. iy|nother revolt foon however broke out, and 
was fupprefled with the fame expedition and vigour; to this, 
fucceeded a third, and to that a fourth, which obliged him to 
treat thefe obftinate delinquents with more feverity, and to put 
it out of 1 * their power to difturb the courfe of government by 
their rebellious and refttefs difpqfitton. 

REGNER*& marriage with the* valorous Latbgartha was 
unfortunate; for (he was fuppofed to afpire at the crown in¬ 
dependent of her hufband, againft whofe life (he was unjuftly ^ . 
thought to harbour deflgns ; upon the difeovery of which he " 
repudiated her, and demanded in marriage the daughter of Ha - Lathgar- 
rotb km^of Sweden. Before he coyld obtain this lady, it was tha, 
neceflary he fhould fight the two greateft bullies in Denmark . 

This he performed with fuccefs, having killed them, and, in 
CQgfequence, gaingd the prize, which had been contended 
for by all the fflrrounding young princes, inflamed either 
with love or ambition. By this lady he had feven fons, Rath- 
hefty Siward, Biornoy Agner, and Ivor. In Harold 

the mean tfmet<fy 'dfoabri threw off the Danijh yoke, and proclaimed 
chofc a king, called Harold Klang ; upon wlych king bytho 

PHegntr r 3 t£rari army in Denmark , and seinforced himfell by Cimbri, 
a ftrong body of auxiliaries from Norway, which was after- an ^ de- 
wards ftrengthened by a fleet of one. hundred and twenty (hips 

b Saxo, p. 171-a. 

of 
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Hafubduti 
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Regner 
defeats the 
emperor 
Lotharius. 
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of war, which Lathgartha had eqtrippjp for his fervice, ^nd 
cqmmaifJed in perfen. Regner wesV^pifhed at this instance 
of her aife&ion; but (he frankly told ^^^frnojnconilancy 
on his fide could wean her from her cK*v. or oblige h/r to re- ' 
volt from tte allegiance (he owed, bjdhs|shis fuMjedtVnd his 
wife, “ If fays (Iicl the charms of rty pgtfomJfS'iaAeUi in 
yourjeyes,*i(Kis requisite tfyat I fhoViu'endeaMigr to*fupply 
that/ofs by oVher qupmics, more coi^u^e to }xLir glory and 
odL*f thefe ^Kingdoms ■.** Su5h^' , ,s thejgenerous re¬ 
venge rwhich thi^noble lady took*C/H'^'ie yxjfdelity of her 
fpoufe.v He marched with his army mn&Jy againft the rebels, ‘ 
and*begnViea a^^- fvhich.oontimued * CCfi^reat warmth and 
fpirit witfouf appearance of advantage tr-l'fcher fide, «§/- 
ward, thijfonof Rtgfyh , was killed, which occafioncd gleat 
^pnfufion Wthe wing of the Danijh army he\eomman«!p. 
Regner heaFng of Wif fon’s misfortune, new 'lr *e lightmi 
a)ong the linVs, exhorting his men not to add tovjiis calamity 
by their mifqNndudt, and rallying them with &knrfttig*lp\iit 
"ard refolution^while Lathgartha led on the wing'lhe king had 
left, arrTpufhed the enemy with fuch irrefiftible wdopr, that 
they we5i{ broke and totally defeated. ft 

Having fettled the affairs of this country,Awarded, and 
refre(he4 his foldiers, he led them without delay into Saxony, 
which he refolved to punifh for its frequent revolt to the em- 

f ieror. Arriving here with a fleet of two hundred # fail, he 
anded his men with fuch expedition, that the Saxons were 
fubdued almoft as foon as ttiep had intelligence of his arrival. 
The emperor Lotharius , fhen encamped witn'li* large army 
on the Elbe, gave battle to Regner , and was defeated j but 
the Danijh monarch was prevented from pursuing his vid^pry, 
by diflurbances that were raifed in Sweden after the death of 
their king Haroth , whofe children the nobles had drivj^Kout 
of the kingdom, raifing ane of their own numbefto the 
throne. Regner fent his fotft with an army to retaliate the 
royal family, which they foon effedted by a fignal defeat, 
given the ufurper. Sorlus , fo the ufutfp^r was called* 
finding himfclf unable to combat life forces of the king 
of Denmark , fent a herald to defire that the Hjuc^mieht £e 
decided by fele&ing a certain number of rants *out of 
each army; a propofal that was acce fljL'jpforlus chofe one 
Scanio , the moft famous fwordfman ir^Jjt'wawj^ndkis fetu^i 
ions for his feconds ;* and on the fide of the Danet, the three 
princes Biorro, Fridltff, and Rathbert offered themfclves. 
The combat began in fight of both armies, and Search be* 

* Saxo, ibid. Msvas. p. 40. 
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ing killed, Serbs arnTaLv^hildren, unable to (Undlagamft Aeembmt 
the fufy ofJtbe ifynif* princes, were food forced teg follofr fought be- 



born under ar.-unha/^ 

* 1 1 * * 


The death his beloved wife, fo grievo^fly af- 

flifled Jiegner, thvThe 'found it ’ifecefftr^Jf S d/,£7«.*Jhis mind 
by'^ig'og in lomo foreign war. j-^cordingly he*pub!i(bed 
an <*di&, ordering all his fubjects who were harried either 
witJ idle ,cJtfi^jJrcn or fervants, to fcrvl them *p> him for 
•Vnploymeni'ty- As foon as he had railed a fumcient force, 
be put the aligns of his kingdom in the belt order, and com¬ 
mitted them,*o the care of a council, compojp of twelve of 
the moft prudent and weighty men in Denpark. Afjer whiiM 
he embark^his troops, and made fo fuccefsfiil a defeent on 
Britain , thafyfciSi fhort time he reduced the iiland, not even 
the Orkneys escaping his arms. In his return to Denmark , he 
appeafed fome commotions, fet ori foot in Norway by the 
pride and ambition of several of the nobility, who afpired at 
the crown. He was not long in Denmark before he married 
a third wife, by name Suanloge , and had by her three Tons, 
Reynold, Wiifxvc* and Erick. J 


beep, claimed by the anceftors of Regner. Thif war ended as 
fucceivfi’Aly as the former; upon which he turned his arms againft 
the Ruffian % who had lent cqnliderable affiftance to Dio, 
by which he was enabled to prolong the war. We are told 
by the Danijh historians, that this rude people confided more 
in the power of irlcaiatattons, charms, and their fkill in ma¬ 
gic, than in arms; that they raifed fuch ftorms of hail and 
TitoWtt asva&'ifd the Danes to the laft extremity, and had al~ 
moft conquer^ famine, who had always proved in¬ 

vincible in a’-fljs, *r. flegntr, after lofing i near half his army, 
Sfras foruv^o retreat'll to Courland , whgre he was kindly 'wel¬ 
comed and furniihed with every necefTary which the country 
afforJed. Incenfed at his late d if"race, he again entered Ruf- 
fta , with*a refolution to bring the favag; monarch to aftion. 

b Ibid, etiam Pear aw, 1. !v. 
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The king of Rujfta , for ffl he i^calftd, fbre(eeing / i ^W , s 
return, mad procuo^J a ftrong bodyitf auxiliaries Yrofii the 
king o y Finland, whofe troops wcre*?V^e^ing expert in 
throwing the lance. Relying upon tours, he ventured 

to attack tly? Danes, unable, on acQfepifc of the mountains of 
ice and fnfey, to extend their wing£, draw aflf iTfofdcr of 
battlp. Regv.tr, for this reafon, kcprittfiis cartSfiand patch¬ 
ed t«e opportunity Sf finding the euepry unguJrded. Next 
flight Erfil'ented tjte happy occafionjhJfa’ wifhe<$ for; upon 
whtchftfe led his i\rnw with the ujmk^'^'^jcdiaron and filence m 
in the Middle of thcriight, and broke&tatheir camp, while 
they wfetandi|jjfi.^jrV»g. therpf:*lv«> witH^dC^totion of ftarving 
the Danes* into fubmiflion. In this diforder'lie obtained ^e-’fy 
viflory; l .»nd after taking fufficient revenge, withdrew hi| r ar¬ 
my out ofWiis inhofgitable coutury. ft & 

Ubbo bis The Ioirjr abfencc'bf Regner, furnilhed his yzffiAd fon Ufy-* 
la/uid* bo with an opportunity of dilplayIng his ambitidP, and unna- 
fon, re- tural defire yf depofing his own father, analyzing upon a 
volts, andecs*wn to whibh he had no kind of right. In Vtis-wlfd pro¬ 
ject he w'as affifted by his grandfather Efberrt, a nr.n of great 
power in Swedijh Gothland, where he raifed a nOnerous army 
in fuppert of Ubbo. But EJbern was defeated Biorno , who 

was left praefedt of Gothland by his father ; and Ubbo meeting 
with a check from Ivor, the other fpn of Regner , went into 
voluntary banifhment. Soon after, by the affiftance of his 
grandfather, he equipped alarge fleet, with intention to fur- 
prize his father at feain his return from Rujfta. ^ met with 
him accordingly, but was* forced to yield to the Superior va¬ 
lour and juft ice of thy oarent. In this adion EJbern was (lain 
among the firft, and nf-head fixed on the prow of Regp.tr* s 
galley, which fo terrified Ubbo, that be made all the fail he 
could towards Zealand, where, once more, making trial of 
his fortune, he was defeated, made prifoner, and (lain by his 
keepers, for having attempted to make his efcap£ 

•REGNER, who was born to fhine as the firft of heroes in 
the Danijh annals, had no fooner fuppreficd this doraeftic 
SE-Vta he was attacked by a more formidable foreign enemy % 
Jbnqf b io.^d ***•• was no ot ber than Daxo, the fon of i>M^ ^in;? ft of the 
- J * HeUefpont, whom he had lately over coma J^r^ral battles. 

The peace which Dio had concluded,l f no means fin* 
cere? and patched up only with intenti|4r of* ftreins^ihe fivft 
opportunity of revenue. He fubmitted from necehity to the 
terms of the conqueror, and permitted his dominions- to be 
governed by Widferc, Regn&$ fon, who was left in.quality of 
lieutenant, Daxo retaining nothing more than the name and 
pageantry of majefty. Daxo embraced the opportunity of a 

fair* 


Regner 

conquers 
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fair th^was held in me city, to ierpetrate his bafe dtfign of Daxo 
mafiW^dqg Wiiftrt. AxqSBingljf he invited that police to a murders 
feaft, fcmH had ccmceal'Mra "number ofT^med affafins ; but tj>e brave 
this fc*eme beiQg'Irv^ «ited by fome bufinefs, which *jad pre- Widferc, 
vented the lieutenrnt’s ' Wndance, he went early in tWe morn- fin to 
ing to hfs houfe, att'epdcd with 'the aflaffins/dreffcdjlike pea- Regow, . 
fants* and’finding adlKittince, was forcing his vny to JVid~ 
ftrc's chambS^ wheriKtfe prince, alarmed wit‘ y the noife, 

‘ leaped out of 6 ed, anP placed himielf, (word in hand, in the 
entrance. Here he defended himfef; till he received ' 

a wound, was 'overp^^l 4 * with numbers., and taken pSforaer. 

His valour had fuch.a* 'de£t upon the treacherous Da$o t that 
he offered to kingdom with him, ^ ,r vl- ^jiw him'his 

filter ji marriage, provided he would promife never to revenge 
this Attack. But the generous ltfidferU Referring death to ow¬ 
ing *m obligation to his perfidious foe, refolut r, $ replied, 

“ That Veered no greater favour Of' his hanifs, than his 
“ imbruing :u nem in blood that would not tail 1 of drawing 
“ upon the mfdious Daxo the vengeance of Pjgner.** In- 
cenfed 'at thi. haughty repulfe, the cruel DaxS ordered him, 
with all his ittendants, to be bound and thrown into a large 
fire lighted t< 7 the occafion, there fcafting his eyes with the 
unhappy catafthBpfte of the valorous and noble-fpirited IVid- » 
fere . Advice of this barbarous action coming to the • ears of 
Regner^ it gave fuch a fhpek to his conftitution, as had near 
unfettled his undemanding. He ran about the palace like a 
maniac, tore his hair, rent his cloaths, and committed all ' 
the other actions of phrenzy and defpair. This paroxyfm of 
madnefi was TuVdeeded by a fit of defpondency and fullennefs, 
which it was feared would intirely deftro^>his reafon; but the 
good fenfe pf the queen Suanloge , got &e better of his grief, 
and roufed him to a fenfe of his own*condition, the fituation 
of thb>kingdom, and the folly of lamenting, like a woman, 
what ought to be avenged with all the fury of an injured king 
and father. Convinced^ with the many forcible arguments Regner 
this lady advanced, he levied an army, marched into Daxo\ revenges 
CvJirtry, defeated his army, took him prifoner, and, like a bis detain 
truly generous prince, ‘‘again fet him at liberty : “ Enjoy that but gene- 
' “ life, faid he, which would only be an unworthy atonement to rou J l y 
“ the Aanra-sTi.^^brave fon; and let thy own confcience ht& r * nttblt 
“ thy punifher.” N * i ^fcver, to add to his mortification, he 
ordered that b>‘ fhdufi- pay an annual tribute, and comtt in u 
perfon, oncS'a year, attended by twelve noblemen, all bare¬ 
footed, in token of $3 fubje&ion. After this, leaving his fon 
Eric his lieutenantpver the conqueiH countries, he returned 
to Norway, where Come new'commotions began to difturb the 
* -a ■ public 
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public trtn^uility* Thefc hr foon Q^pittldi and fcttfmg the 
affairs <L : that kingdom, let his \§m piorno to prefide over 

.them. I «.%>’ r\l / I 

BefoUk his retusn to Denmark , his “vi&f Suonloge Jed, a 
circumfunce which threw him into aJrtof ddtp melancholy, 
that* couRl pnly be fubdued by tlf^ih-^of arms ; apd now 
the occatiln offered : for Scotland cbofh re- 

Regner fufed to pay^the ufual homage. Thi:*?J\ged /y#«rr to raife 
invades a prodigious'armament by lea and landJwhichrac tranfported 
Scot Lind, jntp Scotland , and/there "fought a dre&Wl battled which Jaded 
<Ufy s< an( j cnde4 in the defeat Scoff% \and death of 

the king, their Ung. The vi'Ciory, however, Vd/inot cheaply bought}* 
for ^egwr.Joft^hy^foijs Dat{ and Ratfyer f, with a prodigious 
Subdues num ^ er °f t^»ccrs and foldicrs in iHc engagement. faffing 
Enel and ^ rom hence into EngU$ jJ, he fought there with equal iuccefs, 

® * and fubjcyUrd the whole kingdom.to his obediehce, afterf de¬ 

feating / lclla y the f<*h of llaum , who was affifivj }\v a pow¬ 
erful reinforf?erpcnt from France. Nor did IreXpd eicape the 
terror of histpame, and the weight of his arm ; for tran/bort- 
ing his army t'o that kingdom, he dew Adclbric , the Irijh ge¬ 
neral, in battle, routed his army, and made himfelf mafter of 
Dublin , the capital, which he gave to be plundered by his fol- 
Rtbillion t jj ers _ Before he returned to Denmark , hi* fuJbjeCis there had 
TnT>c\\ Ut ^roke < X ut into °P cn rebellion, and recalled Harold , who had 
before been let up as king in Jutland. This prince reflecting 
, * upon the power and valour of Rcgntr, rcfolved to make ufe of 

<> every precaution to withdand him, and fecurc the f>ofleiBon 
Cbrijlia- of his new-acquired iutRoryy. Accordingly he fought the 
nity intro- alliance of the emperor; which he obtain:* conditionally, 
d»ced into that ^ would embince the Chriflian religion, and propagate it 
Uenmark. w j t h a j| i,j s power thitieh his dominions. Harold , the better 
to fecure the emperor’s Vriendfhip; without any religioif, im¬ 
mediately became a convert to Chrillianity ; withouyaith, 
abjured infidelity, deftroyed all the pagan idols, and-effected a 
church in $fcftyick 9 where the doClrine of Je/us was publicly 
preached* Regner arriving in Denmark , a? thefe new fc hemes 
of religion ppd politics were carrying on, attacked HafUd 
without delay, overthrew him, and faced ftim a fecond time 
to feek fhelter in Germany. Tfien he deftroyed the Chriftian 
temple .ercCted in SUJwick> and reftoredth^woffitip of*ihe 
pagan...gods; a circumftance whichattfl^-atea 'by no means 
from hjs reputation, as fye had yet pPived np conviction of 
the truth of the g&fpel, and had he vmbracetNf, muft Wve 
proved a convert from political motives n reflection, which 
we thought nefeflary, in,«iifwer to ridiculous defamation 
of Chriftian wiicers. A his laft «Cf, fay mey, was evidently 

«4^uniihed 
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puniihed by the Alt 
volringa fecoritftftpe, 
of indepepdcncy. Tl^s onc;e more drer^e aged Rqjur intp Regner h 
the fields where his itfual good fortune, frut not hi J valour, defeated 
c deferring him, ue^as qtffcaicdand made prifoner. cruel **d cruelty 
enemies, without regardipg* the 'chara&er* yf 'the he/o, threw P"ttodeath 
hinp-h>ur<d, into a di ngeOn filled with fnakes, vipf >4 and pt\i- b Hella 
fonous>aniip«\s» thuJ>»gl«rioufly putting an end tc* a life grown . 
old in glory ahd vidt^ry. A proverbial faying of this great England, 
king’s in prifon, det^cnined Hella to fet him at liberty * 

too late, he had brewed his laft before the order came tc^thc 
a jailor (A). Other w.'ters have given'V different account of 
the death of the great Regner but we ?jCR-»of ooinion, that 
the authority of jL)amjh writers ou»ht, in facts refpe&ing 
their own country, to weigh againft rjioteffimony of foreign¬ 
ers we have therefore related it as we find it aflcrterf by G ram- 
matt cusy^?. 'tarns, and Mcurfius , who .'or-refpond dire£Uy in Hit cha- 
ai! the circumffances of his reign. His whole life wa9 an raster. 
uninterrupted courfe of glorious victories, wife meafures, and 
noble generous actions. His repudiating his wffe Lathgartba, 
a woman of fo fublime and elevated afoul, may be’imputed 
to him as a weaknefs, if we fuppofe it proceeded from the 
inconffancy of hi^rature. But this does not appear j on the 
contrary, Meur/ius and Grammaticus affirm, that this lady’s 
chaftity was publicly taxed j and it was unworthy of Regner to 
cohabit with a wife, who had even been fufpedted of incontf • 
nence. Thus we fee the errors of thofe writers, who place , 
the converfion of the Danijh kings' in the reign of this mo¬ 
narch*. Itlsft&e, Harold vtzs a Chriftian, if we may give 
that appellation to a man who profeffed »^is religion only to 
ferve temporary views ; but he never was king of Denmark , 
he was only an ufurper, who, by meaus of a faction, was raifed 
four months to the throne, during the abfence of the lawful 
prince, by whom he was driven ..into his primitive obfeu- 
rity \ r 

_ Jx is now difficult to fix with certainty the fucceffor of Reg- 
nrfptk'nd continue the feries of Danijh kings. The difputes 
and differences on thisliead, among writers, are numberlefs; 


* SdAtfinc. u^mn-JDan. p. 63. b Propis vid. Gram. 

Msuas. Po*taiO **7; & Svajiinc, p. 64. 

(A) Suattinpttt fayfl* that other wrutrs, that die conqoe- 
Regner was defeated' by Hella , tor of the brave Danijh monarch 
jn Ireland, exprefly a»firming ( *Hajisking of that country. P 63. 
contrary to the tefbtnowy of all ' , 

and 
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• would be a vainl enlleauourio feconcile them : we 
terefore adnere to tlfe who hwe kept the neareft to a 
cbronoIogffTnough a!!,*inde|j], have greatly failed In 
ticukr (A). . * ' 
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dmbiKG*to the belt authorities,-A/<jr was raifed to the 
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£ * throne of\is dcct,..i'ed father, an4 Jfi$s n hisieign 
A.D.830, venging tire unworthy eftath of th^tlfamoul Warrior. 


*venges hit raifed an army, .equipped a fleet, and, without hefltation, in- 
^deat*'* va< * e< ^ Englimd ;Diit finding Hella too ftroeg for him, he fent 


vaded EngUmd ; mit finding Hclla too ftroeg for him, he fent 
to his bi others for /qccoure. Their arrival with a powerful 
reinforcement, foon tinned the fcale in favour of lvar y who 
defeated Hclla, and, took ample" vengeance on Jmn fat the 
cruel death of his father. Some writers affirm,' lOTI he took** 


vaded EngUmd ;T>dt findi 
to his bi others for /qcc 
reinforcement, foon tinr 


him prifoner, and ordered him to be hanged on a gibbet be¬ 
fore the camp ; but Gt amtnatnufy with more probability re¬ 
lates, that Hillafe 11 in battle (B). 

The better to fecurg the country, and gain the afiec- 
tionsof the people, he remained two y c^s, in England; du¬ 
ring which lime the Danes revolting^ raifed his brother’s 
Stwata and Eric to the throne. This news alarmed Ivor, 


and obliged him to have recourfe to the afliftance of the 
Englijb) of whom he embarked a large body, and failed with 
them ditc&ly to Holjitin .« At length he met with the DaniJlj 
army, engaged and debated it near Slefuy+k, «after a very 
blo$iy and obftina^e conteft, in which the rebels loft twelve 
thoufand men. He^kow refolved to keep the Danes in awe 
by his prefence, and utaefore fent his brother Afcner to go¬ 
vern in England, Here Agaer refided but a fhort time before 
tne Engbjb, uncafy undea foreign yoke, raifed an^rmy, and 


e 

(A) Suaningius and Pom anus felves excufable in adhering to 
entirely omit Ivor in their lilt the authority of that _elcjg mt 
of kings, though it is certain hiftori|n. % ~~ 

that Rtgner had a fon of that (B) Meurjitis affirms, that lleila 
name, of whom we have made conquering A*&gl’ s «. father^ by 
frequent mention ; and as theft- the the Rom$n forces, 

writers have chiefly made life whofi^EpJard was an eagle, 
of*-the authority of Saxo Giant- he oi^ere&an imprefljpn qfftiis 
mnfutts, we are at a fofs to con- to be feared on Ilella's back, his 
jsflure upon what teftimony body to be flead, and fprinkted 
they excluded this prince. # <*iWV with fait, until he died in the 
they have given no re.ifon for jtwlt agonising torture. P. 44. 
.his pioc^eding'*, wc think\ur-' ^ 


were 
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Wfcre dn the pofel *o? ttdttcmg him to extremis, when &?• 
his brother, arrived witji aJJBfi/of forces th his rfliefj 
by which he was enabled to rAfuoe theft to their uftrmer obe¬ 
dience; and%sy>rev«Nt anothet i^fore<%»n, hectoelly'inafia- 
cred the pious king Ziii/rttf»</,Vwinrsill the nobility ot the 
# cou rt c . f , *. •*’ 

La»\$hilf jhefe“iio?f!>tranfa£jrons wer^ -burning On in Eng* 
land, aacbellton w«s taifed in Sweden by means of one OJlen, a 
man of a turbulent*afjur»ng difpofition, 0 Thither Agner flew 
with an arh>y of Enghjh and engaging the enemy wfth too 
great impetuofity, was flain in the ifeat of the engagenynt } 
but we arc not told which of the parties obtained the vi&ory. 

. Ivor outlived his brother but a fhort tune ; for he was earned 
off by a fever m the fifth year of h# •reign ; but not until he 
had acquired and merited the reputation of a great and war¬ 
like prim < 

' S liy A R D SNA KE- 7 zrE. 


To Ivor fucceeded Snvatd, furnamed Snake Eye , his brother. Siward 
In his youth this prince had diftmguifhcd himfelf by many Snake- 
extraordinary feats of valour in the field; but now having ac- C J C » S®'* 
quiredf the crown, he turned his inclinations to the arts of * 
j?t r e, endeavoured to reftore induftry, and promote she pub¬ 
lic tranquility, that 4 iad fo long been difturbed by a ferics of 
foreign and domeftlc vftus. God, fays Meurfius, fgcondcd 
his pious intention, and enabled him to complete a reign as 
pregnant with rea^ felicity and jrue glory, as any which the 
annals of can produce. He died and left an infant 

fon, chofen by the ftates to fucceed him in the throne d . 

^ • / jfi R 1 Ct 

TiTE name o£*diis young prince Was Er'r, furnamed Bern*, Eric, 59 tl 
or, as the Scotch to this day proifbunce it, Bearn or Child, king. 

In his minority he was depolcd by fir/c, brother to the Ha¬ 
rold we have fo frequently mentioned in the reign of Regner % 
whiSf c>o)c- the reins of government into his own hands, af- 
fumed*the fupreme authority, and by means of a faction, ob¬ 
tained the title of king: a revolution that happened, accord¬ 
ing to MealJidifd’ji the ^ear 847, though, more probably, 
juft ten year, later. '\ • . 

.. - ER VC the USURP E R. 

Mindful that hb brothel* was depofed foon after he em- 60th king . 
braced the Chnftian religion, nfc*'tdok the ftrongeft averflon A.D. 857* 


c Meurs. 1. iii. fub. init. d Saxo & Meur-. ubi. citat* 
Mori, Hist. *V ol. XXXII. G M 
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to the define of Je/us^ put al the min(fters of the gofpei 
in Denmark ro<Jeath,4K% r ^cr)A whore reftored the pagan re¬ 
ligion ; frlpi which we nt") iijfer, that Chriftlanitv hid now 
begun to tape root in thi>» 'nldom. Af Saxotir? and Ergland 
had now bfgun to th</r 'uneirfmefs ufoder the Danijo 
^yoke, and tolTraifi; aft.iius^ir the recovery of their liberty, 
Eric {truck up a^'v-igue and^tridt alU&lflcc'Vid' the Sc-tig*; - .■* 
Siveden and Nor obtained large fupplies of 4and and fea 
forces from them, rajjed himfelf a pmvelful army, and with 
an hundred thoufand.fighting men, rfha a proportionable fleet, 
entered upon the reduction of England and Saxony, dividing 
his forces, that he might attack both together, and prevent 
their mutually alfiiiing :ach other. Spreading terror where- 
ever he went, the fa.ni/V'V his power was fufccient to reduce 
the revolters to obedience, and fubmit to the terms he 
thought fit to impdie, before he had fet ftxrt dn either 
country. ‘ ’ % 

A. D. fr was after his return from this expedition that we may 
858 . date the«nera of Chriftianity in Denmark ; for £.ac was again 
brought back to embrace the truth of the gofpei, in which 
7beuf:ir- both he and his brother Harold had been educated. Anfgu- 
ptr an- r \ us bifhop of Bremen, was the happy inftfument of this con- 
I'uuti and verfion'i in confcqueuce of which Eri: abolished the idols 
propa^ntei he had but lately reltored, and pubiifhtfl an edi£t of tolcra- 
^ ••nth*, tion, permitting all his fubjedts to follow the do&rine of 
w/ £>* Chrijt with impunity. Such was the force of truth,*or fuch, 
perhaps, the inconltancy of human nature, always eager af¬ 
ter novelty, that Chriftianity fpread with ^njizmg rapidity, 
and was greatly aided in its progrpfs by the zeal and piety of 
the king, who, notwithftanding hev devotion, never once 
thought of rcftoiing the ciovvn to thd^right owtaer : but the 
invilible hand of Piovidcnce btought abv*t.r juftifct iivm way 
which the ufurper little ^expected, arnidft the tranquility in 
which he had hitherto poll'd led the throne, ^liutborm, his 
brother's foil, became his rival, and connected his own caufe 
with thar of young Eric , the fou of Si ward, and the Ij^ful 
king of Denmark. Violent were thi* diftentions railed a fitting 
all degrees of men by this oppofition. Such of the nobility 
as had taken part with Jiarold againft Rants', cor ^eld places 
yndcr the ufurper, remained his falldyfe^s j the reft of the 
nation in general, thofe who rcinemherf d the glorious Regner, 
and retained any liwtle of jufticct gratitude, and compaffiobptook 
the fide o Hiuthonn, and declar^nn favour of the young prince. 
A bloody battle was fought, in which almoft all the nobility 
of Denmark vcie /lain, and the numerous progeny of Reg tier 
entirely cxtinguiihcd, except the fon of Snvarcl, tU& lafV hope 

2 7 , Of 
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ot this llhiltfious f&iftiiy *. The ufurper top waslflain* and JWfEric 
by this ^neans made way/or tpe ^.uc^Etie once, more to it rrftored. 

• A| firii ‘he Jirenuoufly 
m faith : nay/ took the 
■'t i«V root. itf out of his 
dominions. v ^ic pur fcveral of Y"-* devo»t and zealous 
r vht jf^flffc to d^aPEff, '.dtp had rcfj!fed to L ^e'thcir religion ; * 

>' otficrsV* foCred or bribed int/a compliance with his will. 

He levelled all the Churches even with the gro..jryj, and fent 
an army to savage Saxofiyt, chiefly bcc^uft the people of^that 
country had received the light of thc-gofpel. Not long j 

* ter, however, he not only yithdrew his refentment, wnich 
had grievoufly oppreffed the Chriftian$, but publifhed an in- 
"tire Jiberty of ctonfciencc, and erri^Ntfl hiinfelf the true 
faith, by means of the eloquent and prudent Aujgarius, to 
whom this as well as the former condition is wholly to be 
afcribej|. He ere&eJ, at his own expence„ a magnificent 
jehtwch at Riperiy ordered the Pagan temples to be razed, 
and now became as bigotted a Chriftian, as a little before he 
hod been a Heathen j thus a&ing in extremes, and proba- 
n either from convi&ion, but from fupcrftiiion and 
prejudice. At the perfuafion of Anfgarius s he appointed per- //;, f £ a * 
fon« property^ualifiad to teach the gofpel in everjfccorner racier. 
of the kingdom, allowed them handfomc falarics, and took 
T&Jgar'iui for his dire&or,*not only in fpirituals but ii* tem¬ 
porals lifeewife j an office for which the good bifhop was 
but indifferently quajified. Havjjig thus afforded a remark¬ 
able inftancc of thg* weaknefs of th<? human undei (landing, 
which at different times, and without any particular convic¬ 
tion, can maintain opines diametrically opposite, he died 
the piyfelyte^nd chiefj&pport of that religion, which, but a 
few yws-^cforcjjbitf’^ad perfecutcd with fuch cruelty and 
'jbitternefs b . 


C A N U 


the L m l r T L E. 


E^fC ldt an only fon called Canute , and afterwards fur- £ anute 
nam^d' theTMtle^ or, according to foroe writers, the Hairy. the Little, 
As his infancy perfuaded the ftates that a long minority might ^ ' 

prove dangproA to^be kingdom, they refolved to ele& one 
of their own body, vt, ihould govern with the title and. 
authority o£,a king during his life, the crown then to revert 
to Canute or his children. Accordingly Emignup, a noble- 


• Saxo, l.ix, Meurs. 1. m/'^ONTAM. 1. iv. 
nox citat. 
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man of great wiftom and valctir, wai chofen by public eon- 
fent f j butfhc was fcaflSf lc^tedl on*the throne, befoefc O/aus 
king of Sweden entered the <i»>rdom» feized upon iJ*£firown, 
maintained at till fad thayiranfitfmcjf it \ his 

fon Siwerd± who was fort i'ffne years afterward by an iii- 
, furretf ion of favour of CagyUj ^qjv vMtjit 

years of maturm^ \i - ** u , 

In the vtrv^ieginning of Canute's re fen, a Urge colony of 
Dane\ went' iorth t<jt, look for new habitations (though for 
of the fa- jp’hJt reafon we are noftoid) a'ic*. fettled themfclvcs in Prujfta 9 
bahi* ’/its the pattern parts of Com land, and in Carelia. Now it was J 
that Norway entirely (hokc off the yoke of Denmark , under 
the aufpices of Haroldt furnapicd Yellow-hair (A), which is, 
the only circumftanwe %% any note wc find mentioned dnder 
this reign. This pripce differed greatly from his father with 
rcfpedl to his religious difpofition j for Etic wafr either a 
zealous Pagan* or bigotted Chriftian j whereas CatUJe »*•:.» 
perfc&ly indifferent to both, arid regarded the priefts of"’ill 
religions little better than pious impoftors, w’fitng it was ne- 
ccflary to protect on account of the veneration in which they 
. were held by the people ; a way of thinking that S%gV' 
great fcandal upon his memory a . 

FROTH O' VI. 

FrftthoVI. FRQTHO VI. the fon of Canute , fucceeded him ; but 
62/t king, the year of his fuccdfion to the throne is difputed.* He was 
the greateft warrior that wielded the DaniJJ) feepter fince Reg- 
ntr. He reduced England , which had rebelled during the 
indolent reign of his predcceflor, v and firft planted the Chrif- 
tian religion there, if we may ciVit the Danifl) hifforians. 
The better to propagate the faith uaDenmark^ he w*is x . pre¬ 
paring an ambafly to pope Sergius iacknowledge hi9 

fupremacy in fpirituals^and to requtft that ,h/t would fend 
fome perfons perfectly iqualificd to teaih gofpel in Den- 
mark, when death put an end to all his proje&s, and deprived 
his people of an excellent prince. He was marrjed to Pnima % 
daughter to the king of England, by whom he^Tiau k foa 
named Gormo , who fucceeded to his crown b . 


GORMO A N G f*E II.*' 

Got mo GORMO was furnamed Angle, or the Englijhruan^ becaufe 

Angle tl.^g was born in England, whire he likewife received the firft 

bjdirig. ij 

■* Meur. p. 46. SXiib, 1 . «. p. 178. b Ibid. 

(A) Pont anus calls this prince Harold, Haarfaar or Fair-Hair. 

gudi" 


x 
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ru^imcftts of his education. Upon advice of ffis father’s death, 
he imr^Miiatc|jr embarked fori D •fimark, and. there received 
the crtOTto^jLthe unanimous Virifent* of the people. In 
his aofenck Tfie Eng! ; Jh agyjnl y’ k r f/ * u «. opportunity of re¬ 
covering thc^ liberty } nor did^c fi&i any |tt«npls to de- 
nj^vatli^n ot't y '■fher from ipaoieii?*/ ‘ from a redlitudc, 

; m~oj$Hfi%n, afilrift regard toijufticr, am^ifFe£lion for the 
countryjof his birth, and Aducimon, is unce.!Vfl. Gramma¬ 
ticus indeed fays, that mi<y, modift, and^mo- 

derate j that he was contejiffV with tfie government of^loirt*. 

. kingdom, and thought it impofliWE' for a prince to do «hat 
jufticc to the fi4ije£ts of t\»o different and diftant kingdoms, 

• which his duty, required; as opinion that reflects great 
honour on his memory.’ After a p(%trcful reign of four years 
he died, and left the crown to Harol^V c . 


H A R fi L D V.* 

The pca^lfble reputation which Gormo acquired, and the HaroldV. 
^tranquilitjrwhich his fubjedts enjoyed, wtos not loft or dif- 64 tb ktng . 
y^fehi (Harold, who was a prince of much the fame difpo- 
tion. Mt/kcfcwL u£on his father’s piinciplcs, preferred cafe 
and trancjChi^yj^fciasy other advantage, prelervcd the king- 
xJon^iTi juft the fituiftion he found it, and handed down the 
ctown without additionaMuftre or ftain to his fon d . , 

G> O R M O m III. 

GORMO Ill."furnamed the. Old , from the extraordinary Gormo 
age to which he lived/ was a weak and timid prince, HI. 65 tb 
though fattaf to twr/very warlike princes by his wife, king. 
^aug’btfic-tv the kips^ England. He was a bitter enemy to 
»i the Chriftians^tffiomjie perfecuted^ in every quarter, demo- 
* lifhing thcifc^hurchy, and banifhing their clergy. Among 
other facred butiBirigs, he totally ddftroycd and razed the fa- 
mqfU cathedral in Slefwick , and ordered the Pagan idols to 
be jps£-d*ivherever they had formerly flood. 

GORMO's fons were* both men of great ability in war, The ex- 
twinj by birth, and rivals in glory. Their firfl exploits were ploits of ’ 
directed ^gamftTl.? Vjtndals, whom they fubdued : next, Gormo’/ 
they carried their arms agairrft the Englijh , wno. had (or/««• 
fomfr time enjoyed their liberty, and conquered them; but 
without dethroning their unye, who ar Thar time wielded 
the Iceptre of this country : ? 1 o;»’' , ver, they obliged him to 


* Ibid. 4 Pohtan. l.iv. Suamnc. p. 6$. 
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fign t an inftrument, whw*&y hi conveyed the crown p them 
at his deceafe. * From Enggnjllthcy palled intr Irefafd, and 
laid fiege to Dublin , whejT’/ (Canute received JX .JmSCnd of 
which *he clil-d a fcvr^T^J ^ ;* upon whi cffliafsld pifohcd 
the fiege, took. the, cjy J^.^ed the affairs of^ne country, 
and returned i nf&jP'lmark. V *?‘ ± — 

While ty.it'.ons were gj^herirg iqprels at>Jpadf ?Jorm9' 
took arms a^^it the Saxony viit^a view to oblige sicm to 
renycy- tcc the Chriftdin rrJi n .*.-i ( lining reinforced his ar- 
Iny, by a large body of. inxili t . / Fan dab+ he deftroyed the 
country befoie him with fire and fwotd, (paring neither fex 
nor age that did not aty iic the faith. The emperor Henry 
the Fowler foon cai^Ato tile relief of the Saxons, defeated 
Gornio , and drove him *.ut of Saxony. Purfuing his victory, 
he entered Holftein, pjhleu into Sb/^ick, took the city of that 
name, then a tywn flourifhing 4 in trade, and gave K.^o bis 
loldicrs to be plundered. At a fu,t!l didance from then^^i> 
built another town, tranfmitting thereby to pofU^ty, that here 
he fixed the boundkries of his empire. He then gf.’ated peace 
to Gar mo, on condition that he would ccafe to per>cu^ 
Chriffian fubjedts, and permit liberty of con<< ; ';..» •hrrSfl; i 
Gormo was not acquainted with his foil Gar-' ojie'.* .for (omc 
time after his return from Saxcny. Wjicn it came to his 
knowledge, it affeded him fo ftrongly, that he fickeucd wun ■ 
grief, and died 

HAROLD VI. 

•* • 

Harold HAROLD his fon was immediately ele&ed king ; but he 
VI. fur. refufed to accept the crown, until ^^had firftperformed his 
named father’s lad cbfcquics with all the magkificence fpcomugdiis 
high rank and quality. He was no fof^ oowrieu -than hiS’ 1 
tj kntg. t0 difputc the til rone* of England % that jjywrn, king of > 
Norway. His claim to ttys was indeed^'le, bath on 
account of his affinity, and by the will of Ethelred* \yho 
had bequeathed him his dominions, in exclufion of his 
fon ; though, from motives of equity, Harold aToioed ' hf- 
puting the crown with this laft prince, and permitted him to 
wear it unmolcfted to his death. *As AdeJ/larxdit^ without 
iljue, he now thought he might fairly aflert his claim, and 
accordingly made preparations for that purpofe. Haquin 
in the mean time isvaded England ; befides which, fiarfib} had 
other reafons for engaging in a War with him. But this alone 
was fufficientj a conduct tlEar was owing to relpcdt for his 


* Saxo, 1. ix. 



<?/Denmark. 

inctXand coufm, tie*late kings of England* mi» At not now be 
onftEhfl mto indolenca or cfcwa he therefore pafiqd with 
i fler f \tyoAgland ,,and fcrV ^ nher»to fuppoit the claim of 
H{ old, Tyraicc of the Nm i 1 * blood, who had craved 
ns afhiiui cc. 

V 

.he 


°7 


c ui me uilwu, wnw nao craved 

The king of wc fc/> ntaring ifhat h‘m domi- Hrfmcecdi 
were’ inva led by a prey ?tc^ *he throne, retuinrd to tire 
/ M'i*hef<}.«. idato^M Daw ark\ at. J in bt^tmd. < hi oo u 
tc c ufl of AV'twyhc iVd the Dunt/o t, cotnmandid Lugl. 


iy Hooind and C n*ofio^ H^imymg himfell . jftior 1 
ielanded hitmen, amfdrcAteliHhu.m) into aTand- 
■nent, m which he dele iuJ out did not Inc l 


n of 
and 


in (hips, 


t*~ ygc- 


. \lKtV>, nut did not Inc to enjfiy 
* fVdfci Vu'Iuit by which means 


l, in which he dek m* 
tns victory , for he wis kij 
Hen old, tne pretender to this crov$h*Ju< cctdid him, and pud 
tlitf promt led tubute and homige *4 fi^toLl of Dititnail, in 
return for the generous aid he had^ nt him. Thus Not a ay, 
once more, became a pio tm cntoTib marl *. 

* A» Ti'R Hat a l had iutfonhe. ifl iu> of England, he faiU ♦ 
agiinft the Fan hU, who Committed hornd depredations on 
all the ecu# a of the Halt it nor hai fe tree rid his hands of 
when his aid and piotedion tfeie folicited by Stu- 
of Sweden, who was dmen out of his own doini- 
;t 9 t^To enforce his rtqueft, Siubutn had brought 
Cli . /it u-fttba his fiftei, a lady of admirable hciuty 
tompliftunenta I he ftratagem had the propofed ef- 
f Harold became enamoured of her, married Jjcr, and 
promifdi the brother all the affiftance in his power to reinftate 


1 



him. Railing a a army, he lad it into Holjletn, and march¬ 
ing from thcnccwHo Slejwick, he took by ftorm the new built 
city of Henry the emperqr, put the commanding officer to 
death, and ipade prifor^rs of the garnfon, leaving a fufficicnt 
jUimfeer of jhis own i»fen m their Itead. He reftored to this 
city \hF"ancienf-^ J j: of SUfwtck, and annexed it again to 
the dominioj^j 10 / 1 ^^?. While he refided fiere, the Fan- 
dais refumet^ urch Jnacies; and Hgrold again attacked them 
wtfh Gich vigour, that he reduced and plundered all their ftrong 
ki)$ 9 and, among the reft, the rich and important city of 
WMltq, biAlt m an iflani of the fame name, which is formed 
by two branches of the river Oder. This City he prefented to 
Stubtem* who became extremely dear to him, on account of 
the brave exploits Hb Dad feen him perform in the courfc of 
this wan He now theiefore refolved to turn his arms agaiflft 
Erlf* and to reinftate his pother-in layy, before he under¬ 
took any other aftairs. Reclaming his army with the utmofl 
expedition, he led his forced through Holland againft Eric. 


b Id. 1 . x. p. 182. 
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In.the mcan^timc e advice was received, *tl?at Otho I- hat,^eji* 
tcred Jutland with a powerful irmy. and penetratc^Jp the 
very heart of the country, fvi-’venge the in^nujfeMercd 
the empire by the attack llefvick. Oiho^f/sr.cc6 t \zvc* 
other reJtfonsffor his CQnbfi&-\flh pretended to b<? the pro-* 
teflor of Chriffianiuu s rM^JHardl perfecutcd / to be *iv|r . 
dlly of the Vandals, \vhom / fc\y>td co- a&trca 7%nd 
ful poffeflor ofrSlefwirk, whicTO.diey^.J/Mook and pluijr'ered. 
The emperof/^Und Jutland an cj*',) pro', ^11 the inhafiitants 
fit tpJ*ear afirhs bcing f inj :<1 r.-.»v.' 7 , (latnrl to ferve fn the Swe- 
fltjfh war. Some afiert, occedcd .o Dantzick, and 

thende travelling aion^' tV J ' * lu , ljur.g a fpcar into the fca, 
marking that ltrait as nda.v of r.is cfhpire. Grant- ( 

zius affirms, that he , **iie /.and of Fuven , and ttefc 
built a city calle d aftc» 1 \ time : but this we find denied 
by all the Danijh v. lit/bf; Kr the city whic' rrfrmWes Im 
name was built,/ay they, by many v irs c. Jor^ tr^*- 

birth of Otho. What the rwntdf tub was v, e kn?W.' 
not. Some German writers all’ert, that - ;< %p]jc£ting i* 1 ! 
his force,'pitched his campon the i . *o ick land at 
Slefwick , to intercept Otho, whivh Ik did, ami was ¥$$$* 
.On the contrary, Grammaticus wrucs, tha't (* tiding t, t 
Harold' s«<narch againft him, retreated will Lfeci- 

pitation, leaving behind many neccfl'aiies of his camp, ykujpt 
became (p many trophies to the Dar.lft monarch \ All * 
that the princes having adjtided the preliminaries of a per- 
fon.il conference, met; and c Harold, ovejccr.ie ' rht ar¬ 
guments of Otho, and the clergy aboi* i ar, { naced the 
Chriflian religion, fulcmr.ly and publicly ahjunn > Paganifin. 
On this occafion he received bapnfm, (>!^tke emperor, 
being fponfor; and the lame reremonwv. p.:formed rw ljjs 
queen, and all his children. During fsr r &np;rt:fei§tt/$urn'\ 
was defeated by Erl:, who, in confer! that jifohis viflory, 
feized upon Ha Hand and Elding, two pb v »k_ Scbonen, 

belonging to Harold. This occafioned the” latter to provide 
againit all future irruptions, by erecting that i lrong t^H 
acrofs the ifihmus of SLfivuk, whieh^he called DaStjrJftJiS .05 
the work of the Danes. Some writers aferibe this wall to the 
emperor Otho, though for what re a lo# we ar£ at n 1o$ to«on- 
jedlure: the very naifie fufficicntly indicates the authors. 

'Amidst thefe tranfa&ions, Harold king of Norway died, 
and his fon Haqui\ fuccccding, rfefufed the homage* arnPtri- 
butc which his father conftantty paid to Denmark. This he 
believed was a fcafonable opportunity for claiming his inde- 

a Saxo, ibid. Meurs. 1 . iii. p. 48. 


pendcaey, 





monarch?, ip the emperor Gtbo, and* Erie 
It tell ou , r owevtr, otherwife than he 
Harold immeeL»*demanded the ufual ho- 


upon AicVjg cc 
la th' m*- 
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pendWy, when ifarold was engaged in (quarrels with t ‘ 
loch ^o^rerful n 
king mM»- 

imagined t g - 

Inage, and levied an army 'tc jf'xd nee* his ddmind. Naquin 
-•Tqijfing to comply, he Cent a and arnfy thither, under 

* »V'c^.tfludtfomoj^piis generals, while himfelf marched 
,c Erii, whom tii^dcu^ted, and obliging him to fuc kne 

Sftyi^qsjs as jyere puti»ofed by the e f** wc ' 
army was defeated .y^J 0, 
i^iah « the prelude to hjjs fu* 

ncs, j (purred on by ambi- 

ihrmiif**- oi :l Sr '' v»k) Cimh i,\wo powerful 
*> i Nutpired at his father’s 
/ was au iinj. ji, c v.ned king at JP'eibur £, 

.lifed to ihj.jyirtf'M.'. Vl.'im ;• and indeed, fuch Hisfonrt* 
theireds ot difaffrdtivn began to fpring belt and 
htmrk, Harold, however, determined difputes the 
duty, railed an army, and gave battle crown 
•is .el ated on account of the treachery of his with him, 
many v: whom went over with whoic troops to wor- . 
fi. He next equipped a fleet j nor was his 

* /ar«»rable, for he was a fecond time*defeated f 
. aii V^iIiged to takef (helter in Zealand, where he found means 

* ♦ V-« ,J t his fnips, with wfltiich he determined once more to ha- ^ 

/..I. .• :i*. • ngagemenr. The event was no lefs unfuccefsful than 
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for peace 
conqueror.' 
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turc misfortunes 
tion, and the 
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•'it:, a pot; which he find into Normandy , and obtained 
& men and fhips from the duke. With this 
cturned to 'Zealand, and once more gave 
Doth were fenliblc that they now fought 

fprifrhc laf£ ii..vc, a; J the battle continued for two days with 

'■ „ . ' 

(A) GraYf^^i flatcs, that Harold feeing a*flone of prodi- 
Harold, aft£N” lurc Erie, was gipus weight raifed by the work* 
buf:cd in erecting a magnificent men, asked his jeftcr, whether 
^4 /?to the memory of his be- he had ever fecn fo prodigious 
mwi'd. \r t *en Gyntha , and that a weight raifed by human 
' Ji&ei.iployed all the inhabitants ftrength l u Yes, replied the 
of the provinces in bringing “ jeller, I have feen your fon 
tndlcriais To %he^ ^ofkmen. ** Swots run away with a whole 
This fervile occupation thofe “ kingdomintimating -the 
proqd rjitl warlike people could defign of fetting him upon the 
ndT fupport without indign%- throne, which was the nril no¬ 
tion, and this it was that alien- (ice Harold had of the rebel¬ 
led their minds from Harold, l^ion (1), 


(1) Faxojl. x; 


the 
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the irtmoft oWUnacy. Great number were killed and vy/unded 
on With Tides; but neither coi^d rvfolve upon yieJ^fing the 
vi&ory, and of confetyirnr/ytoe crown. A ^/£«&firefore 
was let on foot by fome ot more moderate ai^^rudenrmeg 
in either arm^ to whricli theVatlicr and Ton alien ting, a truce 
was fettled, arnf next day a^ointc* for a-congrcfs 
tlie particulars of the mining treaty. ,« mfcyi tipfy-4nf*- 


tne particulars or the mining treaty. 1 •vrtne meyi timir5*H«- 
rol/i was killed by the hands ova AVntfiqn foldfbr, wpile he 



tunati end prince of vci«v finning "'t a*i«l equally ' 

and (ha - ar ts of war and of peaiy»*' *11 is,piety was no 1 
raiur. *i.«„ ««^cr viituc* Vi* 'cr him t 


arts of war a( 
than his other 


verfed in the 
efs remarkable 


r 


theChriffian religion had 


made great pro^iefs, and/, rf c hihr pries were endowed in his 
dominions a . He buiR mail/ -him i.es, founded morTafteries, 
convents, and other religious KcJUes : but what rendci ^Jwf 
memory, refpcdtable is, t hat he governed with ^jouity, wasa 
juft king,.a kind mailer, a tender hufband, andean affec¬ 
tionate father, though he met with ungrateful rett&is from 
his fon and fubjedfs. His body was buried wh\ rs As#*t| 
funcr.il pomp, his fon paying thofe honours v> ms 
which hi?ambition prevented his perfornrtffrg wMTe j 

and now only it was, that his fubjeclj became fenfibh 
merit, aiid their own folly, when it was too late to 
their 1 ault. 
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In which is contained all the waterift 1 Occurrence *iuiv- 
til the . Tear 
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A.D.9S1. A s Szven wns the firft Dnnijh monarch who hadiecn 
Swen, f rom j 11s y 0Ut h $ and publicly baptized in his inra^j^ 

Jut-named accor ding to the Chriffian faith, we may date the perfect 
heard eftabiifliment of the gofpel.in Denfharf ^reigti. *He 

:u ‘ wae called Swen-Otbo, in compliment to^his godfather the 

emperor, and fumamed Spit beard, from fome pccul^rity 
obferved about his heard. F T c ifras fcarcely eftablilhed in the 
throne, when it was perceivable that the minds of the nobi¬ 
lity began to relapfe into the Idolatry of Paganifm, and recur 

a Saxo, Lx. Mavis. 1. iii. Pon^tan. 1. 5 . 
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Nc.. 11 ftin-rflition 'i Stern, willing td (hew hie gratitude Swcn, rW 

o tn^,ro] pe • . ^ tbe j r hdeHty, and hawarded tdiuattd a 

° ,hv.<SmW whodud “"' row rt, ordered the heathen Chrifium, 

^r ? l$: fc P e^Xd ™ cn.- IL em to then.. He even^r. 
(dols agaiVA * be i jc«ec though h ncver cir^ 

^■W^edWdleml thofe »<0- 

k.ib* whi A his had. annexed to the cliujch. Next 

- up armO a-r^a/thc inhabitants at )IJ oJ:n on 

1 n/ P for hivmV>f»W‘his fa^er m W rebcl- 
he Ockr% for ha 1 ^ by AjiEivc w£. 

^ *. > . e. 4..I r> »»n L\rif»r 


tiSh'waV railed by the genern- 

■ ; „ j, la,lies, who/O.0 ihe.'r jewels lor tins purp.de. 

n-treafurv being quite /Baufted, and the count, y oprelbd 
trealUTy e 7 t of lbc two forme/ dtvifnms 

by heavy raves Ku the p.) fo mc . laws favour- 

ol the r--,lon.. Upon h,s retun ^ ^ ^ 

of .he ellau-s real and pcrlbnal. More- 
rrottrued wi.h all poflible expedition, all the jew. s 
j£3br& fotufortts liberty, and returned them ft t.K pro- 

misfortunes d,U not, howc-cr, reclaim bira, f.rya 
Hi, rmsior f d his idolatrous courfes, and 

Grammaticus ; he ltili punui-u ^_ _ U ; m ^ V(M1- 


T;, 7r/^ J liters raifed a great arrpy anu invwcu y 
handful of ’ in ft h i m . but was defeated in d^- 

S '7fi P nft hurch 'nt and driven 5 ut of his kingdom. Thence 

‘ C iandcr?d"an'exile into AWry, went to the court of 
.. ywanoert f cded his brother Hacmn, reminded 

•ffi^of the obligation, his father Harold owed to the ktng 

IT/tt ‘r, b ^‘ £ S Z 

*■*«* '^heT' Kif crown *^ his life, b inding.no 

bed his fath ■ ,.g*f t0 ,bj s monarch, he 
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\ Tbe Hijtory of DennUR-fcT 

fpabe of fourteen years b . Eric noy-dymc u misfufu 
opening the eyes, and fofrcning the*hta . Sg^en,oSy: be¬ 
gan to perceive the folly he «h»d commuted 
the faith in which he had b<*St ini^rudlcJ. lie Ittributcd , 
paft calamities to the Ir J ^r\5od, who had thus ft*; pu 
nifhed his impiety, and r , 'l w».cd 

zeal to the .profellinn of i..nriitr» r„ reHovuioif 

followed, through the v :c' , ntioi\*« ufc kih^ t -than /, Vho 


exerted hictfe&rwarmly in brip’•'<*♦/ the unforti 
ATI On b'sTirum he recallet?"a ij '\ c 1 *■ rj he had 

*^ 9 ^‘ 7 ct at Jiberty^ and comply* fa*^,,’ >t ua ~. . 

able, the fuffejwngs of thme/J, ’i ».< ^ 
e ftatdl'/ti 


voked a diet iff the 
fiances of his bani/hra^tVly 
his enemies, and the obje^f/^ 


to wgom i 
which he 


ice. 

batii.Jied, 
lv'fl maimer he was 
im* * :pd laftiy con- 
the circum- 
‘ became the ,ioit of 


com, a .n of li‘ 


friends. He. 

had loft his crown and AputAY^n, dearer tVmi ,fc itl'flf, by 

•<'.i nn 4^oj>* 


the hands of a man who had ber ^efeate' 

Schonen , hy his mother ; wheiK* it was vifible 
of God had,intcrpofed, and made >i,'e n e Eric 
ment of his vengeance, in order o rei ... 
and defeat the more di (graceful. Ash -mild tm, 
acknowledging the jufticc and wifdo.u oi thatiftvlfbjjj 
whom he had impioufly abjured, he requdfflSa his pc 
they valued their prefent and future h^pp^f*, to be v 
by his example, to receiye the light of tr fpc-1, and 
that falfe and profane religion, which (Jo J .i^ht permit ft - a 
time, but would not fail to jmnifh and di oy h , l v end His 
propofal did not meet with the reception he cfaceted, ", * 1 he 
therefore refolved upon other means o&accmnpiifl: g . is wt.ii, 
YhiCbrif- and re-eftablifhing Chriftianity. This w.<s IbonciTcctcd by 
tiua rcli - the arrival of Poppo , a German divine of p.ety and ?!o- 



quence, who, by dint of example and 
about what the king's authmitv could not 
Denmark. are re | a?c d 0 f this prelate j % and indeed he 


gton re- 
bored iA 



on, brought 
veKd miracles 
,ed of the 

happy talent of impreffing the people with whatever no^cyr^ 
he thought fit to infpirc, in which perhaps confiftei’ 
fupernatural powers. All the clergy were recalled, iancfs , a|fi s * 
houfes appropriated to their maintenance and refidcnce, and a 
fee given to Poppo, appointed to preffde over*«he*refbof The 
Damjb ejergy; but at tly* Jfcme time a luftragan of Adtlage, 
bifnop of Bremen c . it 

While Siven was thus employed in promoting piety smd 
the Chriftian religion, Olaut Ifag of Norway was taking mea- 

h 

* Vid. aut. citat. ibid. ( > c Saxo Gram, 1. x. 

1 furcs 



$h\$ifiory af Denmark? . 

r*ircs|for diH ' ?*th4 public tranquility. Apprebenfive 

* afr -i tor Sing' the internal ceconomy of hioking- 

m\rl3lieh . * his c’aim to a fupremacy over Norway* 
.. d- Tmw t ; ' • vicipau his •'ic.ifures by levying a power- 
• i into !*■ iguc with Sweden. Suva* 
j-prciu' . •* thefp r i\ und mbans to counter- 

mairying the queen- 




n&ie *. 


<\v 

- d the fricndlhip of king 
^tewty for- .he defence 
if 4, ti nuttinl (icu.ity of 

witl* disappoint-* 
r.lqTfc ft, i rcVengc, he de- 

* i\ m Norway met: they invadtt 
\i+h- «*ts totally defeated and England* 
iuitfc battle with a few (hips ; 


. •* thefj* nutlet r 

v \dk. ^ (M' s 

motn«- jc:u. { 4 jy * . (> v 

i > ; infjtnu n th;»> 'W'fo/V ’= 
and propj/T.if.’ ■» -u" *'!*■; a *» 

their kingdom 1 vi 
mc"t, and, i *a\. »cd 
clan • . i‘hc flee 
Vctisi wi ii invcteia.y 
dllpt-.' ■!, ‘ u cl‘c..OCi ( "g 

:itwas ' . lirihcc, to aioid tbedifgrace of being 

taken- u in the power yr his enemy, he leaped into the fea, 
" : was dir-vncJ. In ci vq ienec of this viftorjj, Norway 
wv. a y-.-i. .inn!*:- * t' l " ' n of Denmark , aryl Swen im- 

o '‘..y" p.j.iiiih.d - hi'd .nere in ftvour of the Chriftian 
H i-tt 1 the affairs of Norway, he prepared 
; tkffi&i ‘ ‘‘-..jJaflJ, wlmii had for fome years thrown off it« 

■ tuo erown of Denmark (A). Ethelrsd II. held 
r, *nen.e authority in that kingdom, the parti- 
u. vvniefi (hall be rejated in its proper place. 

> aim Englljb hiftorians differ conflderably in 
*,L‘fci*mftanc«s, and we (hall have occafion to 
tiujir relations in'our Hiftory of England, the 

;> .< uch a difquifition. Sufficient it is for our 

piclen*- *.r ( nat a peace between Etbelred and Swen was 

coHcluucd, ;>►. the latter had over-run great part of the 


r ■ - 

f h 

. V 
. - -I 

f< ie\; 

. -y 
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%f b Ibid, etiam PAntak. 1. 5 . 


1. Jti 


We muft obferve, that 


fore; their invafions were fud- 
j^ug!’. Daniji niters aflert in den, their ravages barbarous, and 
JtfTeral terms, that England was their retreats quick. Theypro- 
fubjefted to the kings of Den- bably extorted a promife of ho- 
m%ri, uneafthfCe Jiundrfd years Vmage from the conquered; but 
before Canute the Great, it is |apmr refided long enough in 
probable they never conquered /the country to enforce it by an- 
a&ve one or two divifions of *, thority and power before Ca- 
the Saxon heptarchy. In the&3 mat’s reign, who firft took the 
early times they were juA fucl^\ title of Icing of Denmark, Eng- 
a people as the Saxons had bee/ yand, Norway, Sec. See. 
about five hundred years b|- j 


kingdom. 



9 * 

Hit death 
and eh i- 
eudcr. 


Harold, 
70 Ktllg . 


He is de¬ 
fied. 


The Htjtery if Denmark 

kingdom, and obliged the former to ?ckRo*dedge bis (BVfo- 
veieigmy c . In this ifland he breasted His laft, tnudf re- 
gri lled for the exemplary piety, ftriftjuftice, andrfemarkable 
proofs of military genius and valour which he ©Wdifplayed 
tovvaids the clofu of life, 'foer© could not, mdeed, be a* 
Urongcr fatire on the manncisVof his youth, than that total , 
change of conduit he put on in his of^age. The fam*“m^f 
who, with the mod criminal ancbitiojaT^nid fougtts, a father’s 
life, for thelfake of a crown, was V wxonterftcd with the bare 
homage//^!-1*4nce,"*a: fa, J^rs a. tailal by the kings of 
•JPrwrarcT jw^mittiiig him toJ,V ^ ail the power, authority, 
and honours Belonging to/1 kn.;y *" 

It is not vtyy certain tlfc immediate fucceflor of 

Steen, though aimed a^ThidoriSns all gw that he had two 
funs, Harold and Ctinufc]^- Saxo Grammaticus and Pontanus 
take no farther notice rnier, than by mentioning him 

as the Ion of Swin ; alF«rming*t¥*<^the latter, though young- 
cd, was railed tr, ilie throne in prcT&'ence to his brother. 

4 


• //. A R O L D. L 

Ok the contrary, Aleurjitts and Lyfihander num ber jdafgfuL 
among the kings, aliening, that he liiceecdcd Svi^r Dy wght*4f * 
primogeniture ; this being an invariable manfflfwith thet&tes, 
wheie lome very extraordinary circumdancds and reafopp for 
laying aftJe the elder brother did notficeur. Upon their au¬ 
thority wc lhall vcntuic to infert Harold in the lid ofkings,‘how¬ 
ever unworthy of that dignity he*afterwards proved. His efTe- 
ininacy, lewdne/s, profligacy, and intire contw it,of decency, 
virtue, and morality, rendered him fo tedious to a people always 
brave, and now perfectly civilized by the beautify! fydem of 
religion and morals introduced among them, that he enjoyed 
but a Ihnrt time the honour he fo little merit**L He w T as de- 
pofed with every poliible mark of diigrace and infamy, and his 

c Meurs. 1 . iii. p. 52. d Saxo Gram. 1 . x. p 

Poktan. p. 145. Meurs. Hill. p. 53. 

(D) Saxo Grammaticus relates, declare!, to allow Ethehred t 
that the following proclamation name ^nd power jjf king^of 
w\*»s made by Sxven ; viz. that^ England, only that he 

he had taken up arms withr reel acknowledged the fovercignty 
intention of ruining the pcople\ of Denmark ; a propofaW^k'-h 
ox England, but of redufing them** was accepted by Ethelred, as he 
to that oredience they had fo F r had not forces or a fleet fufi- 
often promifed after repeated A cient to difpute it. 
defeats. Me was willing, ha ^ 



brother 



95 


brodttr rtifed to th« »hro|e; of which he Hkewife had like. to 
have been deprived) on account of his conftant engagements 
in foreign ways, the Dakts neither beajring with tempera per¬ 
fect indole»c|, nor too great activity in thcil princes 

CANUTE % GREAT. 

- 

CANINE, defer, furnamed the Great, began hisreigh Canute 
with th«>iiYv‘afion of ynd ehd Norway , both thefe kingdoms the Great, 
having thrown off the hadjPTVBilsd to his father Vft ^ H £- 

Swen. The talents of cabinet ihd rjys field 

were greatly fuperior to hr and indeed eljual to thole 101 

of any prince r who had w>o; diaden. The Eng- 

itjh recalled Ethelred their king,;>vho had abdicated the 
thione; and as their affections wc^-.^in extremes, Canute 
perceived that this event would a b^ttended with an attempt 
to render him independent of tW crown of Denmark, and took 
his meafures accordingly. that he might not be opprefled 
with fuch a multitude of iorcign wars, as he found he muff 
necefTariiy be engaged in, he temporized with tfye Vandals , 
and oth.r northern nations, who claimed the fame indepen¬ 
dency with England and Norway, in order to duedt his whole 
Kj.ce agauiu .he two laft kingdoms. England was his main 
objeCt ’ and to prevent its receiving luccours f.om Nor¬ 
way? he artfully drew Claud the king’s brother into his views, 
by perfuading him to uy claim to the crown. After this 
he failed for England\ and in his way met, fay the Danijb hi(- 
toriam, with the Englipo fleet,.commanded by king Edward in 
perfbri, whom h*i»defeated after a Inarp engagement (A). Ac 
firlt, fay they, victory, which was difpured with great obfti- 
nacy, feemed to incline to the Englijh, when Thytnon , a no- 
blerii&n of Zealand, arriving with a reinforcement, fcon 
■ obliged her to declare in favour of Canute b . Numberlefs dif¬ 
ficulties, iq^Ced, occur in this pesiod of our hiffory, and the 

a t > 

. , * Crantzius apud Meurs. 1. iii. p. 53. Pontan. l.v. 
p.pjCy. b Saxo Gram. 1. x. Meurs. 1. iii. Pont. l.v. 

S' » 

V A) Thefe we/e the exprefs relying upon the dilatory dif- 
words of iWaii^f^and Pon*finus, jjofition of the Englijh monarch, 
which are diametri.. ',’y oppo- imagined he fhould carry all 
fite to the relations of all Eng- wr ^iittle trouble; but niif- 
liJh N iudrians. According to fortunes had rendered Ethelred 
thefe laft, Ethelred reigned in Jiore pruddnt, and his vigorous 
England at this time, Canute mcafurea obliged Canute to re¬ 
landed without oppofition ; and, ^bark for Denmark (t). 

(1) CutbriL fdthj. 

) ) flrongcft 



The Hifieq Dcntoaffc 

Contradie- ftfongcft contrariety of femiments in fac&nglijb and Danijh 
tien of the toriaw* but wc fhall leave them tt/qe difcu&d in our Hiftory 
Engfilh of England\ that, bcingnhe theatre of the war, Jfd the proper 
WDa- place for enteri/ig upon luch difquifitians, whfh very little 
nidi biftt- afteft the Hiftory of Denmark\ * * 

CANUT £ r nad other motives than the power of Ethelyd 
for returning to Denmark. His abfcm* had furniflietT Olaus 
of Norway with an opportunist in)ftdi»^his kifr n dcrr.; but 
Ais return. ? d ’he vigour witjjftg/ch f heattacked the Nor- 
> tvegiayrf ooliged that moiw«h§|| J fcmhaik not only with great 
' low, but alfo to feck fhdteif whither he was pur- 

fued by Canute's fon, wbG n+A.i great part of that coun¬ 
try, and totally fubdue# Cftboma, a province of Livonia , at 
that time fubjed to ^J\ljfjiwiics, obliging thV inhabitant? to 
pay tribute to the crown v Denmark \ 

In the mean time f^wa&^fter holding a perfonal confe¬ 
rence with the‘:ing of Suw&njiu adjuit fomc difputes which 
threatened to oifturb the public trtmquillity, and fettling the 
affairs of Qenmati, was prepaiing to embark again for Eng¬ 
land, where he imagined his prefence would be advantageous 
to his affairs, upon the death of Ethelred. But the dd king 
of Sweden dying before the fleet intended for England was 
ready to put to fea, his intention was deferred, upon receiving 
advice that Omund , the young king of Sweden, was taking 
meafuro* to remftate Olaus of Nont/Sy in his throne and domi- 
Canute nions. Omund , in fact, not only granted Olaus a paffage to 
enters upon Norway through his dominions* but a/Tided Jiim with a power- 
4 war ful body of troops, by winch the exiled prince was foon in a 
with Swe- condition to appear at the head of a formidable army, and to 
deh and fortify all the polls againlt Canute. Not contented with this, 
Norway. j( was agreed between him and the king of Sweden , that/ the 
former fhould invade 7 1aland, and the other Danijb iflands in 
the Baltic while the latter ihould make a defeent on Jutland: 
they had moieover endeavpured to flir up an infurreQion in 
England, where the malcontents were to declare themfelvs, 
at the very time when he fhould be moft engaged in tfljk'ife- 
fence of his own dominions. By thit extended plan, andjfch 
a variety of attacks in diiferent places, they hoped to con¬ 
found his councils, to wcakpn and divide hij.fow.es jn fach a 
manner as would rendc^vMory ccrtaifl^ind dip the wings 
of this foaring and ambiu&t s king. But his policy, his pe- 
hetration, courage* and fteatinefs, fruftrated all their defighs, 
and turned their intrigues akiinft themfelves. He procured 
fomc of the moft faithful n«(piemen of Zealand to carry on a 

( \ 

r Aui, 4itat. ibid. 

fecnif- 





fecrdt ifttti r $[a*s, and to*promHe tfctttlify 

would take “ ' 

appeared. 


^With aft their vaflals, u foon as his Ibil 
►ther dcfigns they formed; ahd appeared 
fo earneft and 'fincere, that Glaus, having no fufpiciori oi 
treachery, had nearly been lurrounded by Canutes fleet, while 
tie was waiting the eflib&s of the promifed infurredlion. Thqp 
were all, the meafures|of Olaus overturned, without the ldfs of 
a mamy“affttf himfelf.A>scfcd to repeat with fuch precipitation, 
as equalled the jfifgra<& of a tia.es>*v * As foon as Canute had 
refrefhed his trooi ■, he puffed wlthtfuch celerity to S'chdHiv, 
that he furprifed^leieau;, .ud few ir battle the king of 
Swedin *. * t c * 

Having now ruj his do ninitatt of foreign enemies, his 
* next me a Cure was to raife fuch civil cotfi^nofijns in Norway, 
as would render it impoffible for Olau >'•* r difturb the peace of 
Denmark. With this view" he artf/hy difWibuted large fums Thefucet/t 
of money among the leading ijien or that kingdc^, encou>r/ r Ca- 
raged Harold the king’s brother to renew his claim to (the nuteV /»• 
crown^and, in a word, took fuch effedlual agd politic 4tcps, bty. 
as not dtf^'anfwered his purpofe, but ended in the death of 
Glaus, who, as fome affirm, had been murdered, by a con (pi¬ 
racy formed by his brother Harold ; and, according to the 
relation of others, was depofed and put to death by his 'own 
Wtfility, influenced by the gojj} and intrigues of the court of 
Denmark b . ~ 

CANUTE was now the moft formidable potentate per- 
haps, in Europe. Denmark , Sweden , Norway , and England , w ^e ra3tr aHt 
tributary to him : his alliance was courted by the greateft death. 
monarchs; and even the emperor Conrad* fought his daughter 
in marriage, and voluntarily renounced all claim to Holjlein . 

When Conrade was afterwards depofed, he reaped the fruits 
of Canute's friend (hip; for, by means of his intereft and 
power, he was again reftored to the imperial dignity. After 
this he embarked for England\ in which country he fpent the 
r“jrnaip,der of his life. Finding the extent of nis dominions, 
anti t]ie government of (o many diftant kingdoms, too great a 
weip^.£ for any Angle perfon, he refblved to divide the autho¬ 
rity; and accordingly gave the ctown of Denmark to his fe- 
cond fon Aiahd^anute ; e t Q Harold, ‘the eldeft, according to 
the Danijh hifforians^e gave the croftn-of England ; and lo 
Swen^ tht^ioungeft, he aligned Notivay (A). 


Saxo, L x. Manas 
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:nas.l.iii. p. 55. Hk 
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As we (hall 
have 

b Vid. Aut. citat. ibid. 
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(A) Our Englijb hiftoHant in concert.ing theifluc of this mo** 
neral labour under a nuttake naruh. They call Swn king 

^od.hisx* Vot/xxxiL . T :*r « 



the Hykrjt; yf Denmark. 

have ocsafion to eglarge upqn itfif ^ilit»ry%<9ioi» of this great 
prince in our Hiftory of Engld** % p avoidrepetition, we foall 
only fubjoin- in this place, that he died^ batural death in 
. England, after he had reigned with great applaufe for the 
fpace of twenty-fiye years ov£r that kingdom, and is deferved- 
ly enrolled with"the greateft princes wjio ever wore the dirt* 
cfcm. His early age was rendered famous by conquefts, glo¬ 
rious victories, and the mdrt refined* po$cy : the WL$ears of 
his life were amiable by tjfKiyfcrance, ,jt dried regard, to juf- 
tiqp,. affability, clemuncy, and c*ery other virtue that could 
render him beloved and refpeiSte'd by his fi»bje&s. But this^is 
not the place to expatiate on his chara&er. of which we only 

trace the outlines jji), * ' 

* * 1 

H *A /-os.i? 1-C A N U 'T E. 


Tins prince, tile feerntd fon of Canute , obtained the ap- 
ITurclt- pcllation kf r Hardi-Canute, “Ifijr Hardi-Knutc, from the diili- 
Canutr, colves he'combated, and the valorous actions he performed 
king, in kiflfia, when his father had fent him thither in purfuit of 
Olaus king or Norway. He was preparing to invade England, s 
then governed by hitf brother Harold, when fome infurre&ions 
among the Norwegians, who were defirous of recalling the 
dak's family, rendered his prefence in that country neceflary. 
His tranfa<Stions in Norway ar^ T varioufly related. SomeW 
• firm that he fent an army thither, which was. defeated by 
, Magnus, the fon of Olaus, the dedted king of Norway. 
Others are of opinion, th<tt, in order to profecute his voyage 
to England, Hardi-Canute entered intrf‘a treaty'ibith Magnus, 
and yielded to him the crown, of which his brother Swen was 


of Norway the cldeft fon of Ca¬ 
nute, and atiii m that he was 
born before his father ^became 
Ling of England, which is an 
aifeuion directly oppoiitc to the 
relations of /^j#,y/6hiilorians (i). 

(£) Tiie DcmijIj writers relate 
an anecdote of this prince, which 
wc do not find mentioned by 
any Enghjb hiliorian. Having 
in his'caps killed trr.** of h*s 
foldiers, he iminediateljKaifcm- 
l)led the perple, «and r lfuted 
upon his being tried by ^5 ur y» 
who brought him in guilty, but 


(i) Vid. Mcurj, H,Jl. j iii. 


referred the fentence and pu- 
nilhraent to his own pleafure. 
He hid beferq r^ted the price 
of murder at a certain pecuniary 
mulft, a third of whief) wpnj 
tobhe king, a third to the rela¬ 
tions of the dcccaft-J, #»« 
third (lay the Damflt writers) 
to the army. nqjv decreed* 
that. hi>afclf‘Tfpuld t pay nine 
times t’ e Value of the ufnaj 
tine ; and to reftlovc diftryhies 
about liis own third, he or¬ 
dered it thou id be given to the 

clergy (a). 

p< 54. (s) Zfevrf. /. ill, 

un<| 



T,r ^TTjPT^r 'W ’ t 1 /-* i \ rSr 

unworthy^ hift M acknowledge tymfelf a 

vaflal of t».cspm of iSS%<rrl. Be* this as«k wrlljcertqja 
it is that a great <leet, and failed to 

Bruges in the LokoCouniries, at that time the refulence of bis 
Another Emma , by wbor*» he w&s made acquainted with the 
death of Harold. Here It was that he was tnct by the Eng~ 
lijb ambatludois, fentf to invite him to accept of the crowti. 

As frtfn kencrfnrw. i J foe may*>e looked upon as an Englifi) 
king, we (hall kavtT^le parti ;t^l 4 |jrs of bis reign to be related , P 
in the hiftory m that country. Sufficient for our purppfe jt 
*Ts, that.he reigned king of Dinmark from the year 1035, one 
y£ar before his father’s death, tp the year 1041 \ and died witft 
the reputation of yl ptince vvhofe charifter was compounded 
®f*the nroft detelreble vices antf the q’Ablcft virtues. His 
valour and generality were in the /lumber oF the latter; his 
cruelty, fcfocity, intemperance, u debauchery, compofed 
the former a . t I 

MAGNUS . * 

PONT ANUS relates, that, after the^death of Hardi- 
Canute, Magnus , the fon of Olaus, king of Norway , fuc- Magnus, 
ceeded to the throne of Denmark m oonfequence of a 7 3^ M*£' m 
•compaft between him and Hardi-Ganute, that the furvivor 
ibouid inherit both kingdoms; but we find no mention of 
treaty in any other hiftorian, nor was it in the power 
of Hardi-Canutc to bequeath his crown, without the con* 
fent of his people. On the contrary, Mcurfms affirms, 
that Magnus invaded Denmark \£ith #* powerful fleet and 
_ army, immediately dh the death of Hardi-£anute . It was 
’ tfie dread of his power that induced the ftates to cleft him, 
in order to avoid the neceflity of being compelled into that 
mtafure* Immediately he received the allegiance and homage 
of the nobility, and was publicly proclaimed king of Denmatk 
and Norway* for by this time the Etftlijb had renounced the 
Danijh blood, and raifed Edward, far named the Confrjfor, to the 
^jtfcrons. His eieftion wap uncontefted; but Siven, the ne- Sum, tic* 
phew of Canute the Gnat, by his After, foon after the accef- P^ c ru 10 
fion &f Magnus, put in his claim to the throne, imagining he S‘-” ulc # 
Ihouid be ftrongly fupported by England , in confequcnce of a e *^ s 
promifedle i ft w l ^ r eceived* from Edward , and fome other fteps remark 
he had taken* in thiS^fcouittry. ThisWvw is fpoken of as if *’ 

•he tad b«?n king of England after Hardi-Canute s death ; for 
Gfammaticus and Meurftus both fay, that he left the affairs of 
the kingdom in the hands of Harold, Godwin’s fon, who be¬ 
trayed him, and Was the great infirument of expelling the 

. * Cs a auez. apod Meur s. 1. in. Saxo, 1.x. 

H 2 


Danes 



Swen de 


loo Yk Hiftwy *f Denmark. 

* Danes out of that ifland. Relyii# upon Sril fupport it was 
that he difputed the crown of Dctmrk with Majpmt, intend* 
ing tou(e force, ftfould his application to <*3«ft»t*s prove in* 
enc&ual. Both his defies were how fruftrated, and the 
Danes driven out of Englmd , which they could never after¬ 
wards recover. “ . 

‘ Notwithstanding thefe unfortunate occurrences, Swen 
determined not to relinquifh'His claim;had thff sd& efa to 
gain over a great number otfuhl Danijhcx t&ifity to his i mere ft, 
and by their means equipped a fleet in Jutland, with which 
^e gave battle to Magnus, and was routed, being forced to 
take (belter in the ifland of Fur.tn, Here ,V. refitted, and ven¬ 
tured upon another engagement, which tc minated as unfuc- 
cefsfully as the, fnrirur. His whole fleet Was taken or dil- 
perfed, himfelf efcapirr| with a (ingle (hip to Zealand, whither 
the conqueror purfied hinH; and obliged him to retire to fome 
of the rem/*t«r provinces of Sweden b . 

This star being ended, Magnus refumed his operations 
again# the Vandals , with whom it feems he was at war before 
throws the Swen occafioned the late commotions. He had (lain their 
Vandals prince Ratiborius , who left behind him eight fons, all fworn 
enemies to Magnus , and men of great valour, who refolved 
on ilvcnging their father's death. Accordingly they over¬ 
run with a multitude of troops the coafts of Jutland, layfcrg 
4> wafte all the country througK which they pafled, with all 

the cruelty of incenfed barbarians. Fired with Wentmenr, 
and the deplorable tqnditfon to which his unhappy fubjc&s 
were reduced, Qfagnus raifed an army, feized the ftrait or 
narrow pafs at Sle/wick to intercept the enemy, and there 
gave them battle, with fuch advantage as fully avenged his 
(ubje&s, and punifhed thofe barbarians for their favkge cruel¬ 
ty. Some hiftorians relate, that forty thoufand of the Vandals 
were left dead on the field, and thofe that remained com¬ 
pelled to lay down their v *rms, and furrender at diferetion; 
but Meurfws reduces the number of (lain to fifteen thoufand. 
affirming, however, that the prifoners greatly exceeded this 
number e . u <! 

. This viflory, and his clemency to the prifoners, acquired 
aHHliZr" h im l ^ e of Gapd ; and fo, tndearedri'.Mi t£»* all bis 

Good * people* that on his rewri) they met htfrr in erbwds, loading 
him with bleflings, abjuring Swen, and offering.rfheir ft liver 
and fortunes for the tikttrpation of that pretender to bis crown, 
and the defence of his ntajefty's perfon and dignity. It was 
not long after the defeat of the Vandals that Magnus died by 


Magnus 


in a 
battle. 
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c fall froii'te borfe, wbicbmoofc fright at* a bare'* Hit doatk 

the road k^l^tii’Wew his rider upon (lakes fixed in and ris< 
the ground, or fo Jr trunks df trees that had juft been cntre^ir. 
down. Other writers alledge, that he was drowned in the 
Baltic, in paffing from one (hip to another in a (mail boat. 

Certain it is, that his death was greatly and dcfervedly la* 
-mentcd Ay h is pepph^ who enjoyed under him all the felicities 
which if "was in uoimiv of a igife and brave monarch to 
communicate to* affectionate,and faithful fubjeds, in fo (hurt 
*- r^gn as eight nears, or, as (oral writers imagine, of no 
more than three ytprs *. * 

''iff £ » nt,. % 

After the death of~~£fdgnui, Swr$ who had ever fine. Sweo IH. 
his defeat betn an exile in Sweden was called without oppo- m^h hint. 
fition to the throne, to which he was the ne*f& heir by 
blood. From his mother, who was filler to Canuttibt Grpt, 
he took the furnaine of EJlrith j but notwithftanding hjs al- 
liance to this great prince, needfity, rather Mian affection, 
made the Danes elevate him to the dignitg of their king, the 
whole Mood royal being extind in Hqrdi-Canutt. A great ktafont 
part of the nation, and indeed the bulk of the nobility"*nd why Swen 
j^ple^ who had Tided with Magnus againft him, would have weutleQtd 
been glad to fee any other peribn upon the throne, as they ki"g- 
dreaded the* tefentment of a prince whofe pretenfions they had 
(o ftrenuoufly oppofed. Another cincumftance befides the ne- 
ceflity from kipdred, contributed greatly to Swen\ promotion. 

“►Pfee late defeat of the Vandals bad greatly weakened that peo-. 
piej but then it increafed their animofity to the Danes, in the 
lame proportion it diminifbed their ftrengrh. They im¬ 
patiently watched the opportunity for revenge; and a better 
could never offer, than when Denmark was embroiled in a ci¬ 
vil war, whidb would inevitably happen, had any oppoiition 
bejn made to Swen *s elcvatjbn. This the prudent men fore- 
ftw, and chofe therefore txrrun the hazard of his refentment, 
fox having taken part with Magma againft him, than to ex- ' 
pofc tHeltingdom to ceronn defirudion, from the incurfions of 
fo barbarous, £prel,. and ipcenfed a foe, as the Vandals b . 

SfVElfbtgiuxn ismrign by making tome regulations in the A. 2 X 
tjjhurcb, and fettling the jurifflidion of the feveral bifhops, 1056, or 
concealing'which feme difputcs had arifen among the clergy. lc 49 ’ 
WWfe he was bufied in this manner, the Norwegians recalled 
Harold, the brother of their king Olaus, and placed him on 


* Aut. fopra. ciuc. ibid. 
Saxo Gram. 1 . xi. g. 204. 
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■i the throne, after he had lived a j£*eat liombertl pn an rt- 
ile. Harold knowing that Swen Waft dedicu^Mfigca Denmark, 
and finding that his power was infuffieienno dilp^ate with that 
monarch, fcrupled pot to bold his kingdom as a' fief of Den 
,. mark, until a fit occafion (hould offer for his claiming its inde- 

Norw i P cndenc y» and throwing off fo fhameful a vaflilage. He 

JIT* ^ r feized the opportunity of Swta’s bcifig engSged in jpgtr with 
‘ upJJJn. the Vandals , and levied poyerful forcd^aw^h which lie had 
* the preemption to invaders part of the jPOniJS dominions. In¬ 
telligence of his proceedings foon recalled Swen, who pave 
Kim battle, and with prodigious lofs. Aj great part 6f llis 
fleet was taken without a fugle man onV .o^rd, the featnen 
plunging themfjjyes into the fea to avoidJviie difgrace of f»i! 
ing into the hands tl c an enemy ftv-/ had been taught to 
hold in contempt,, in confluence of the repeal victories 
gained ovc^ tjhcm. Alcurfms relates, that Swen having firft 
gained a complete victory, but geneioufly fetting the captives 
at liberty, Harold immediately renewed the fight, while the 
Danijb monarch was wrapped in fecurity, and eafily defeated 
him. Swen being 0 thus conquered, took refuge with the re¬ 
mainder of his fleet in the fmall ifiands, from whence he 
wen* over to Scbonen and Zealand to recruit his forces,, end 
endeavour to retrieve the lols fudained from his tocb grgat 
(humanity. As foon as he bud completed his levies, and 
repaired- bis fleet, he again fought the enemy in‘the Baltic. 
To pi event his fhipi. deferring him, he had them chained to¬ 
gether, and though greatly inferior ig force, bravely main¬ 
tained the engagement till night, and would probably have/Jr « 
tained a victory, had not Harold received a reinforcement, 
which greatly difpirited the Danes, or rather a numh'r of Grr- 
mans who ierved in the fleet, and now feparated thcmfelves in 
the night, to prevent the confequencce of a defeat, and their 
Swen de- falling into the enemy’s # hands» Swen y whofe ‘courage was 
ftaud. invincible, renewed the battle next rooming, notwithflanding 
a third part of his fleet bad withu?awn, and hoping to make 
up by rdolution what he wanted in ftrength, fought wjih the 
utmoft fury, and moil obftinate valour, until he was Strength 
overpowered by numbers, and forced.|f> yield t o bis iiUbrtuqp c . 

HAROLD , not fatisfied with two eiSories^obcafned over 
the Danes , landed his forces, and laid wade all the coafls of 
the ifiands and Dapifh continent, burning, deftroying, afed ra¬ 
vaging many villages and cities, and among the reft SUJfckki 
Swen was iorced to content himfelf with harrafiing Harold in 
his march, net being able to raife a force fufficient to give him 

c Meurs. 1. iii. p, c. i. 
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Jleft teifen to expert it, Providence 
je kiffe fituarfon. The civil divifioas 
flor id's ambition tb extend his coo- 


* r O ' 

B no disturbance about the confequences of his abfcncc from 
Norwii-fT^e therootf^c-folvecTupon an expedition to Eng¬ 
land, where he wg^pilled ; by vMuch means Sxven recovered 
4 he peaceable poffelfion of Idj his dominions* Harold’s Ions 
Opfm and Mpgmdf (hared their father’s dominions, and cn^ 
tered into a treat* pnd alliance with $W«, which was con- ' u S ian u. 
^firmed by the hflH hge of Olaus vfcth the daughter ot Swen *. 

The death of- /ftuWr/11. king of h^iglan^ (lain in a bat¬ 
tle fought^rith WiliuT/rb-cf Not marmy, called the Conque¬ 
ror , furnifited Swen with an opportunity of qwttingJn his claim 
to the crown of England , as the only remainingidqfcendant of. 

Canute the Great. He had kindly received the two fon%and 
daughter of Harold , who took refuge with him upon t heir* fa¬ 
ther s defeat j and the latter he married to the^irinccof Rujfta. 

He accordingly equipped a fleet of two hundred fail, and put 
on board a large body of land-forces, under the command of 
has fons Harold and Canute. On their arrival in the motoh of 


'•ibt Humberi they were fuddenly joined by a great body of mal¬ 
contents,were refolved at any rate to throw off the un* # 

fupportable tyrannical yoke of William. After a feries of T "/* 1 Danes 
tranfaclions, which will be recited fcr th$*EngliJh hiftory, they depart from 
refired, at tho perfuaflbn of Oihern , brother to Swen, who^"^ 30 * 1 * 

* rial been corrupted by the gold of Normandy. The king his 
brother was fo incenfed at this meanly venal a&ion, that on 
the return of the fleet, he immediately ordered Oihern into 


perpetual baniftiment b . • 

A few years before Swen's death*, the Fefndah again re¬ 
volted, from their diflike to the Ch*iftian religion, which they 
vhfcd been (breed to embccce, after the great: defeat they iaft 
received from Harold. Alter overturning and ruining all the Tie Van- 
ChriQjgl) churches among them, fetting up their pagan idols, dab over- 
and fitting to death a nifliop and feveral Chriftian prelates, run Hol-* 
thtf^ enWed 3n5s tylcin with fire and l'word, and made the conn U -in. 
try an entire ddart.*'**They moreover pillaged the city of SUf- 
% 0 /t^levelled t the churches with the ground, and in'derifion 
the crucifixes which ir.iftaken piety bad erected" in dif¬ 
ferent quarters of the town. But the greateft iniblt upon 
Swen was, the manner in which they treated his fitter Syrith 9 


* MeurSw Hitt. ibid. b Saxo Gram. 1. xi. ■ 
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whom they Slipped naked, and Jh ttat c&tiiiiem.ifVS to Dm- 
putrk. Wtfb ftich Celerity did fatf exertHetjl .Mfe barbari¬ 
ties, that they had over-run the provinceand Hol- 
JUin, before Stven had intelligence Of the irruption. He im¬ 
mediately raifed an. army to* revenge theft usuries, but foon 
dropped his refutation, and waited his time in unfeafonable 
of devotion at Rojchild. Superfitcion bad now weakened 
all his faculties \ prielts became feia>pmy^rounfellow y - a nd all 
. r the duties of a king, and of a man wqrij^ftrbe<nn a narrow 
zeal and criminal oigotry to the pageantry of religion. His 
fubjedfc were opprefled with taxes to fupdprt the luxuj^and 
r "pomp of the clergy, to purchafe plate, aip other church or- 
® we " ,/ naments, and to endow religious foundta^jS. Hence it is 
d/cto and t ^ at t h e clergyj?1oiid'.havc extolled the cjrlrader of this prifice, 
character. as t h e m o(f munificent, pious, »r:d merciful prince that 
ever filled the throne of Denmark ; not withstanding his 
incontinent was fo great, that of fifteen Tons he left be¬ 
hind him/ not one was legitimate ; and he had polluted the 
houfe of God by the cruel murther of feveral of his nobility : 
an oftcnce which he fufficiently expiated by his munificence 
and generofity to tbofe who afiumed the power of granting 
abfolution for the moil heinous crimes e . 

This prince died of an acute fever in Jutland, while^is 
fon Canute was quelling a rebellion ,which appeared "In BJl' 
, bonia, that province of Livotia which the Dante, preferved 
from the time that Hardiinute conquered, it.. 'When Swm 
perceived that his diffoJudon was approaching, he aflembled 
Kit Jive all the npbility ?bouf him, and obliged them to promii’e that 
Jons /netted they would chufe his eldeft fon for their king, and after /iTftT 
him in the the next furviving brother j in confequence of which obliga- 
theone fut- tion, five of his children fucceffively arrived at th£t dignity j 
trjfivtlj. an infiance that cannot perhaps be equalled in the hiftory of 
the world. As to the character of this prince, his unfortunate 
battles with Harold of Norway prove him a great’warrior; for 
military talents are not always to be eflimated by the eve**t 
His cxceffive indulgence to the dagy at the expence of his 
people, who were almoft ruined by his pious donations^ prove 
him either to be naturally weak, orVleaft emafculatM'i/fu- 
perfiition. The number of his illegitimate cbiid**it dqponttrate 
pirn to have been libidinous ; and his ffifftcring a number of 
his nobility as they were offering their devotions in church, fc 
a tefttmony of hjs cruelty and impiety, however he qnehr . 
throw a veil of grimace over the latter; but hi* condutfln 
the Norwegian war are fuffident proofs that his natural depo¬ 
sition was brave, liberal, and generous to a degree of weak- 
fipfi. 

* Saxo Gram. PotfTAX. & Minus. ibid. 
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jXtbi SIMPLE. * 

WtROLD, Ami of Swen, was clewed in the Harold 

-room of hi# father, after warn* di fput<s about the fucceifion. the Sin. 
The noble qtiabtie* Vsf Canute, a younger /on, had raifed a pie, 75#! 
ftrong party in ht« favour ; but the promife made to the late king. 
king ,-and Haro&t fold, at length prevailed: upon which Ca- 
nute wenLover 1 6 ^i'tp 3 *tbt, there to carry on the war againft 
the Vandals, that ftad*been left unfinilhed by his father. This 
■nv2,s a kind of honourable voluntary bamfhment, irito which he 
entered to avoidjrxciting his brother's jealoufy, or difturbirg 
the tranquilityjaPthe kingdoth.. So prudent and moderate a 
•*cqndu$ in a yjpou/ prince of known ambition wrought fuch 
an effeft on Htirol^, (urnamed the Simple, That he gave him ' 
the kindefcinvitations roTeturn, and offered to receive him as 
his colleague in the throne ; but Canute adhered to his firft re- 
folutjon, either forefeeing that a divided autllcAty would be 
attended with inconvenience, or difdaining to (hare the fu- 
preipe power, with a brother whofe capacity be defpifed*. ’ 

Some writers place an inter-regnum of four years about this 
time i but whether after the death of Sii/en, or of Harold , we 
Oannot affirm ; nor do the beft hiftorians make any mention 
« alLof fuch a chafm in the regal government: for Harold 
was defied by the firft diet that affcmbled after the death of 
his fathef> and Canute , who then refided in ’Jutland , was inf* 
mediately recalled on the death of, his brother b . 

Before Harold mounted the thronet he rnade the largeft 
fipmifes to the people of framing new laws, fuch as would re- 
dAtis all the grievances confequent on thofe at that time in 
forcb, a||d of governing them with the moll fcrupulous re¬ 
gard to juflice, and the public good ; but the firft part of his 
engagement he never fulfilled, except in one inftance. This A lave 
was. a law by which criminals, where pofitive evidence was made by 
wanting, fhould be allowed to dear themfelves by an oath, Harold, 
bnd, “without paffing thelbrdeal, or trial by fire, as was ufual 
in Denmark , and alt the other kingdoms in Europe. The law 
wa^neoeived with univfrfa! approbation: after which Harold, 

Jtq had fuffidently eftablifhed his reputation, refigned 
nimfelf* to tp^njjft/hafmefjjl indolence and floth, neglcded 
to fnforce the laws already made, and fuffered the whole king- ’ 
do*# to be polluted by thie moll fcandalous corruption, licen* 
•^wjfncfx, and venality \ in which fituatiob Canute found it at 
the death of his brother, who furvived his elevation but two 

» Saxo Grau. 1. xi. k Svakikc. Chron.Dan. p. 72 . 

years. 



ixs6 Tie Hijkry tf 

years, according $ GrammaticuMysA MeUrfttit t x „,— to ~ 
Utter acquaints us,, that Pome wmers ha vejjrplong^d his reign 
to upwards of fix years (A). .*y -edr. 
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Canute * CANUTE was recalled by the ftates on^the death^of his 
the Pious, brother, and appointed his fucccfl©r*“^&^wtff/r75^y#, that 
■jbtb Vut”. this piince accepted of thef crown mec?ty5with a'view to ex- 
. * tend-the Chriftian religion, and Vot frt rjj motives of ambj^ 

fjon. The war he had canied mi •- hf&brothcrV lif^Atyc 
againrt the Vandal* was for thoeiuh.e of ic.i/ion ; and he now 
renewed it, when £is pov. cnahlei punifh the im¬ 
piety of thofe infidels wit u;c (..j^rir.d feveritv r*or 

did he ever relax in this d ^.Miiui! lit had acco^v; i. * it, 
by obligingjfcvcraKdolatrous natioi lyi: g on the * \rr? oi 
.Itivonia aim %Mufcovy t to receive the »■■ m!k of t •. »»|f.! 

Having happily finiihed this war, Ik iIijm.mI lit. 1 l\ , *,• ; ur4.i 
tothe.eail of Flanders, and then applied tuivnel; t->cu»bihe 
licentioufnefs, immorality, and corruption v. :;k h h .., 1 t* pt iuto 
public offices, and among all degicesof men, during the >nac¬ 
tive reign of Harold. But fenfible that example would operate 
mord 1 ‘‘powerfully oq the minds of the people than the mC|t 
rigid laws, he began a reformation, by the firi&dl obfei^anVs' 
6f every moral and religious viffoie, by enforcing tbs laws al- • 
ready made, and by {hewing his own compliance to them, in 
the fame manner heVpquffcd of the mcaneft fubjctSh. The 
effect anfwered his moft (anguine expiation.* Every m!n 
was ambitious of emulating his fovereign ; merit and 
were the only recommendations to court-favoui j and/t?;L 
rendered them univcrfally fought after. In a woriSfrC .nuie's 
reign may be called the reign of religion, virtue, and true 
worth in Denmark) in Which temperance, chart ity # liberality, 
jurtice, and all the heroic and focial virtues were cultivated 
from the king to the peafant : sue artonifhing inftance t# f 
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(A) Here frefh chronologi- contrvy, wh» d t*|!fy ^d 
crtl difficulties occur, feme uri- erudition«-Ciainot .be called in 
tefs affirming, that Harold the qeeflion, places Harold 1070 ^ 
Simple began his r<jgn in the and 108 r, if we fuppofe hfti to 
year 1085, on which year 6w<r» have reigned but two years puss? 
<died, according to them; and if we rather fuppofe him to 
among thefe is the judicious have reigned fix, between 107! 
PonUmus. Suamngius , on the and 1080-1. 


what 




what* a pitcfl of pfctyftnd vitiate a nation ifcay be broaghtibr 
the example afttkjua&kfe of T dticerning monarch * j ® r 

After civil undergone a thorough alteration, 

Ganute next applied bjrHfftJf to eoclcfiaitical matters, in which 
he made feveral ufefilnregulations., The firft, was to detach 
the body of the clergy intirely from the civil government, and 
confine? fheir autfeurity wholly »<> the affairs of the chuich ; 
filch aVit\Jf**dling'^i£pt'fiS livfes, magnets, and doctrine of the 
inferior clergy ; pr/icribing; the forms of public worflup, &c. 
Vhe pow t of me hSP'cps, however, vas greatly augmented', for 
ihey^ere rii<cff\hj:i. • d" nty of dukes and princes, and took- 
place of the 4*-* , a' , ors .»n> nob-.iftv of the liighcft quality. Such 




P 
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ij "e;- ud fo! ,*the bu'hop-'., Th.it he/wven inveltcd them 
i! fwdrd/'vr.d ’''rmittr* them to to war with 


'■JPi in n».MMichs; an jntlitution which 

•ew t , th<;t •)} 'rood fenfeof Canute wls notpioof 
the craft 01 u '■ • :>mom and priefthood ; as ftoVhing could 
' * e abfur>l than Hus authority committed into the hands 
c prelate-: | r h- l that was the number of Jaifhops \tt Den- 
*K‘ while the reft of the clergy were wholly cut off 
ft*\ . civil v ifitcMons, and deprived of that weight which 
a\ »e could give influence to their dodfrine, or declare,them 
of* thfCTame function with thofe dignified prelates “. 

But it was not the leaft glpry of Canute , that he paid the Canute*/ 
utmoft refped to men of learning, and promoted the ftudy tfi rega*J /I 
arts and fcicnces by his own priv^e bepcvolence, as well as learning. 
by-public rewards, and,certain literary foundations, which he 
‘ra Acred to the ecclefiaftical government. It is certain, how- 
c*V\ that prince may carry his regard to religion and learn- 
*c a pitch dangerous to himielf and oppiellivc of the 
Canute’s bounty to the clergy and learned men had 
wvft; befldes the numberlcfs jnfticutionS he made in 
» lavnurj he granted them the tythes, which occaftoned an 
univerfal difaffedion, and at length brought on his ruin. 
*£,argc*fums of money wefc expended in creding churches and 
pious foundations, which were raifed from the (west of the la¬ 
bour and the oppreffi^h of the ufcful husbandman and me* 

IK thts Htyltrfbryw®rc*the affairs of Denmark, v\ hen Canute, fr 
fc Jayipn; aftde civil and ecclefiaftical affairs, refolvetl once more ■ t, t y rt t be 
to eftfbark in war, and attempt the recovery of England. • 1 fi* reduction 
**&AMnuntcated his intentions firft to his bi other Oiam, wtio r/Eng¬ 
land. 

*' Pohtam. 1 . v. p. 198. Gram. 1 . xi. p. 215. Mm?as. 
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greatly approved erf* it from mb ’ftnf% > and afterwards to 
t£e fenate, who did not difcoUiWs dl Upon this 

Gantt* equipped a fleet, and railed MtiNffly with a)! poffible 
expedition. The earl of FUmdtru flfedjf a great number o' 
Englijh exiles reading at that noblemanVoourt, tejoieed at the 
orcafion that was likely to reftore them to their own country, 
whence they were driven by, IViUiant* fevetity andjpaotiality 
Hub*-, to the Normans. While thp fleet atidtqrmy Were-waiting at 
tbtr am* the appointed rendezvous, until Canute iftd nnifhed fome pub- 
jpire- lie bufineft, and appointed regents to goveifn t^e kingdon> i& 

*g**»fl his abfence, be difeovered that his brothel • Jfolaus had* 4 feen 

d«s* fecretly endeavouring to deprive him of the r rn wri : upon 
which he immcdiatffly fet out with a few "troops for Sl$f 
wick , of which*'his brother was goverrjarf; to fecure bis per* 
fon, and’bring him to public juftive. Olaus had* however, 
fo gained upon the affeftions of the foldiers, that they refufed 
to obey theTfcihg’s orders to feize him : upon which Eric, bro¬ 
ther 4 x>th to Olaus and the king, broke into his apartment, 
and brought him bound in chains to his majefty. Canute , not 
caring to pollute his hands with a brother’s blood, fent him to 
his father-in-law the earl of Flanders, with dire&ions. tint he 

_ fhould.be treated in a manner fuited to his rank, but,fo na£ 

ski army rowly watched as to prevent his return xo Denmark. Jn tb\ 
mean time, the tools of Olaus had fo wrought upon the minds 
df the foldiers by their artful infmuations, that theyviisbanded 
themfelves before the king’s return, which obliged him to 
poll pone his expedition) to England, and convoke another diet, f 
Wore he could raife an army c , A* 

The king T his diet he opened with a fpeech, reminding the ped&e 
tolls a Met. of the glory acquired by his anceftors, by the faithful attach* 
ment of their liibjedts ; of their conqucfts in the different 
parts of Europe, and particularly in England , which country 
they held for two hundred years in fubje&ion, and now loft 
from the indolence and puhllanimity which laid hold of the 
once intrepid Danes. He reprefenud to them the fhatae of * 
deferring their monarch, who was in full purfuic of glory, 
conqucft, and dominion} and of fo fjandaloufly abandoning 
a caufe, which required no more than their prcfencc to tfiQfei- 
nate happily. He laid before them the^dvsntag%s , V^hicfe woum 
rcfult to Denmark, a poor, rocky, cold, and unfertile country, 
from the conqucft of an i(l<md abounding with all the ctfVe-' 
suencies and luxuriel of life : in a word, he omitted no ar^-— * 
menu that could feducc or impel them to their duty; but in vam. 
The cmtffaries of Olaus were indefatigable, and the minds of the 

* Aut. citat. ibid. 
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people whoilj aUenra fioidtbeir invert igi?»from the time be 
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had granted tb* |cit)t»l» tb!*fcltrgy. They infilled upon thi 
revocation of tbit d.f*e,,and Canute was unhappily obftinate 

tie rofe, in arms in different quar- „ v jl 
ters, and he was forced to ftek Shelter in the ifiand of Funen, ^ 
where he foon after perahed through the treacncry of a nobler J^to 
man, jpfvbofe fidelity be placed.h» greateft confidence. He 
died by luf handsW a .people-he l^ved ; and but for a few er¬ 
rors ih fos conduct, a.id the ambition of his brother Olaus 9 
^Vpuld have gv. erntjd happily.* . His valour, juftice, generofity, 

^,ntf ^cty, wcrO^umverfally acknowledged; but a certain cam 
nefe of tapper, ai J tin&ure of enthufiaftic devotion, betrayed 
him into weakneS^ that were the original caufes of his unfor¬ 
tunate end. In a Word, the reader cinnot hut perceive a 
11 riking analpgy between his .fharadler and melincholy cata- 
ftrophe, and that of our Charles I. Both Were princes, who, 
but for the peculiar circumflances of the times,* would have 
reigned equally beloved by their fubjetfc, and efteemed by* fo¬ 
reigners t both fell the facrifices of amiable fogies, dangerdus 
indeed in monarchs, but greatly admired in private life * 


. * ** 


V O L A U S, furnamed the Hungry , or Famijhed. 

i'CAWUTE *s death was no fooner ktiovfci, than the friends oiaui, 
of Olaus fet every fpring at woik to procure his liberty, and furnamed 
raife him to the throne. They doubted not but they Ihould the Hnn- 
enjoy his chief confidence and favgiur, as they were the in- gry or 
(Iriunents of his promotion. Accordingly a fum of money Fanailhed, 
raifed for his ranfom, and his brother Nicholas fent to the 77 *h &*£• 
eatj^f Flanders to condu& Olaus to Denmark (A). On his 
arrivaT hisr jbrother Eric, who had feized him in Slefwick, re¬ 
tired with his family into Sweden, not doubting but the young 
king would deeply refent an a&ion which bad occafioned his 
long imprifonment. 

The firft af! of Olaus*% ffovermflent was the (hewing his 
gratitude to his brother Nicholas, then confined in Flanders , 
and fending thither a large fum of money for his redemption. 

He next proceeded to federal popular regulations, in order to 


* bVka.Ga am. 1. xii. Pohtam. 1. v. 
e 

the conduft of Nicho- offered himfelf a prifoner in his 
dry mo. find a remarkable in- room, was° accepted, and vo- 
ftance of brotherly affeflion; luntari’y put on, the- chains 
for the earl of Flanders refilling which his brother had juft laid 
SO fet Olaus at liberty, Nicholas afide (i). 

Gram. I. xii. Pent**, t. v. f. tee. biturf, /. ir. 

fecure 
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Great 


/•cure the affeftfam of the pWptef u $ekAew th« a great 
yart of the natipu-dreaded his,r^e0tna*nty on account of their • 
efyoufing the caofe of Canute : buthfiptfk interrupted in the 
. midff of this laudable condu^l by » terri'>i« mi 8 foitune, which 
jeamty in ^ cou y neither forefee nor prevent., Mi dreadful famine, in 
■° en i' iark ‘conlt-quence of a bad haWeft, prevailed fo much, ^ that the 
richeft people in Denntark v^ere forced to Aipply- tty, jyant of 
bread with roots, and other vegetables•» t hry poor, who 

were unable to p rtf cure even thefe, peftflif^d in the v.^cts and 
, highways. Nor was this all: .the heat of^thtf^neceding fujp- 
jaer, and the deluges of rain which had fail^f* in the ai^junty- 
occafioned fuch a corruption in the air, ana alterj^pon in‘the 
hurivm frame, ast^as attended with the mofUdeplorable pc(|U- 
lence that h^J*/ ever' been known in jury northern country. - 
Both theie terrible calamities, pf fa..*rfhe and peffjjfnce, feemed 
to contend which ihould moft afhrct the miserable Danes . 

. Thoyfandb ef fouls were fwept off by each, and public faff¬ 
ing# and prayers appointed in all the churches, to bcleech 
* God .to remove fo infupportable a feourge, which they now 
^looked upon as the juff pumftnnent of their late rehellioit 
againft the bell of iwi'..utus. Swcyn, bifiiop of Rofcbiid, un- 
ueitook a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, thereby to apptafe 
the* Jllmighty, and itfone for the crimes of the peq^e. /At 
length it pleated God to put a flop to the plague, ana to fend 
* a plentiful harveff, which removed the wants ot^tfie people ^ 
but not during the life-time of Glaus, who, opprefted with 
grief at the iTufer/ej ofAhe nation, died fuddcnly, andj as 
ionic affirm, upon the following'occation. It‘had long 
The caufe cu Horn ary for the nobility to dine with the king on Chrijunas- 
cf the day, and they were accordingly invited bv Glaus . Vi£hen\iinner 
tic at b (f was ferved up, the king called for bread ; but was told, there 
Ohms. was not a bit in the kingdom : a reply that ftruck him with 
fuch horror, that he p'tic up a prayer to God, beseeching him 
to accept of his life as ar* atonement for his crimes, and the 
fins of the nation. His prayer v$»s heard ; for he ftiHanlly 
expired, and the famine ceafed. We muff however observe, 
that this anecdote is rot very confiffftit with the account given 
by the belt writers, and even by Gtammatuus himfelf, tftnnoh 
he relates this ftory j lor they all artlert, thrfWhc ftminc^as 
. removed by the enfuing plentiful autumn. Ror.'e writers al¬ 
ledge, that Glaus reigned only feven years; but s 2 zeln<C%Ui\ *a 
contemporary hifltuian, affirms, that he wore the crov^Jfcj 
eight years and nine months b . 
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OLAU S dyH%£*ldenly, the dates immediately aflem-g^c III 
bled to ele& a fuccefciy and it was unanimoufly agreed, that Ig/£ Ain'r. 
a deputation (bould b^fent to Eric, then un^xile in Sweden , *' 

to invite him to the throne. Under this excellent prince^ 
who v^&pc^fledjof many hero|p and amiable virtues, Den¬ 
mark began to't y jtrieve , Jhet ancient character and power. In 
the b^hu.^ng of fie reign he entered upon a war with the 
V'tndals, wMb^Vd Jprotcdted* two notorious pirates, ban^fhed 
ziu^Vf Schoncn '%r their crimes ; and, under their condudtf 
committed t^e mi impudent depredations and robberies/6n 
the high fcas, as well as on the woijls ofiDenmark. fitting 
out a fleet, he invefied their capital in-ihe ifle vf^Rugett', and, 

"’iter a brifkjiege, took it by aflault. ’jfhen, totieprivc thofe 
pirates of this firong hold, he ordered the fortifications to be 
razed, and the town fo thoroughly difmantled; ilfcir foisi^gfc^t 
number of years it did not recover its ancient ftrengfmand 
fplendor. tie next purfue<\ t the pirates into all the oiffe&nt 
ports of the Baltic, and punifhejj feverely thofe who fell into* 
bis hands, in order to terrify others DjPtAdfe examples. Eric *s 
future upas mild, and prone to mercy ; but he faw the fccurity 
olDexJark depended on the extirpation of«his neftof thieves. 

After Saving wholly fubdued the {Sandals, as he imagined, he 
returned foiiis capital,. where he was received with the accla * 
mations of a joyful people, who had penetration enough foon 
to difeover the true character of tneir*lovcrcign. His reft- 
He. £c here was but fhort, when the Vandals made fhifr, not- 
wit ^landing their late redudtion, to enter Denmark, fpread- 


ing t^ror^and defolation wherever they went, in revenge for 
the definition of their city; but making fo fhort a fiay as 
rendered it impoflible for Eric to attack and punifh them, 
before they, quitted his dominions. Enraged with this in- r tverr „ 
fult, he raifed a body of troops, aiftl, entering their country, ^ ( i Ja fl,f es 
Vd fcve.ely chaftifed them, ifoat during his life they never again \y c pirates. 
attempted giving the leaft moleftation a . 

On his return he fen,*?a deputation to Rome, fetting forth ohaint 
the vjrfpes and piety or his brother Canute, who perifbed a leave from 
Hwirtyr ti'rei^h/n^Jry the bands of an-enraged mob, and re- the p'pe 
quefiing th^. his name might be enrolled in the calendar of to canonize 
which petition was honourably received and granted Canute. 
^L' bi.1«.holinefs, who had too much policy and breeding to 
refufe a requefi from fo potent a monarch, which at the fame 
time implied a compliment to his own authority. Not long 


8 Po.N’TAN. 1. v. 


after 



after the pope, fouriu an opjfortunity of delay¬ 

ing his power mc^e amply tq tf!e Dam {'for a difpute, con«* 
ccrning fome temporalities, arifing hf*yffcen Ertc and''the 
bifhop of Bremen , that prelate went in 4erfon to Rome, and* 
laying the cafe before his holinefi, obts/ted a verdift, though 
Eric refiifcd for tome time lb ftand fay? this award j xbut was 
afterwards forced to yield to (he clamours ©f*hisp>w4 cleryv. 
and the thundering menaces of the crkielava^f' It Js even »i* 
firmed, that he was forced to go in pefToM^o^sm*’ luppfi- 


contrition: the account, hovre^er, of this‘rwent^juL very- jo- 
(cutely related by aU the Dn''iJ1> hiflorians b . ^. 

After Erie s retUr/ from Rome it was* that a muhcian 
boaftin^ to ‘flum of ^is (kill on the harp, aflewed, that his 
power, c^erfhe faculties extended fo far, that he could at any 
timc^prit^ his hearers of their underftanding, and render 
dStir* /ramie by force of harmony. Erie, who greatly doubt¬ 
ed the 'truth of the mufician’s aflcveration, ordered him to 
. give a fpedimerf of his (kill, J «nd dras himfelf the firft indancc 

erettuar*' trul ^ * f° r paflions were fo 

Gorwfthe woun d up, that in an extafy of madnefs he flew like a maniac 
pvuxref round the apartment, and in his tranfport killed four&ldjprs 
utuffc. of the guard, which the mufician obferving, immediately 
whanged his cadence to a footing drain, and faprf aflwaged 
the violent tranfports he had excited. Grieved at what he 
had doue, Eric rewarded fhc mufician, and after making all 
poflible recompence to the relations of*’the deceafed, vov.’tL a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, in order to do penance,/£ncl 
expiate thereby the horrid crime he had commixed, o foi 
fome time he concealed his intention from the dates ; but all 
things being ready for his journey, he made public declaration 
of his vow. They un£nimoufly remondrated againft his de- 
fign, which mud inevitably involve the kingdom in number- 
Eric’* pit- Ids calamities. They embraced h$s feet, and bathed thcib 
grimage /o with their tears, befeeching that he would not expofe to dan- 
the Hofy g e r a life upon which depended the felicity of a whole king* 
Land. dom; but Eric was inflexible. He accordingly out fued hisim ir- 

__1 _^1_L _ _ I_ 


Land . 


Diet at 
Cyprus. 


time after his arrival. His death fo afflicted BdthildzJtit 
queen, and faithful companion of his pilgrimage, that (he fur 
vived him but a few hours, and was buried with him in th< 
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eat felt out, according tqf Gram mat: cut 
c year iicj aft<?r the bjfrh of Chri/l t 
oted by AteaMus, place# it lour years 

,_ * - t 7 _ j _ t* ii : . 


Strived an excellent king, 
devorton. Eric was Turnamed 


fame tomb. .This 
and Suaningiui, It) 
alttyuigh an autfior 
earner { and thus Detmar 
through a falfe and mittaken 
the Goody from an ex®pffive benevcJsincc in this difpofuion, 
which rendered him tbq Aire friend afcl patron of the diftrc(Tcd» 

■•wT-ft >rtu affab i ,U y w 4 t * reat * tl)al he con- 

r^ft fubji'dts, received their complaints, 

- aad relieved tiro ..farther fcy his authority, or out of his own, 

putfe : yet vad he the addrefJpf blending tTle dignity 
oyyV^mg^ith the motility of a fqjdea j for he was eqiylly 
belovea byfth» lability and commoviiand refpe£led by alltha 
'Treiaj^bouMng powers. .We are to.ld vf/W-hisdbloquencc ndra 
fst^ reat, that he was never under the neccn|ty of Sorting nis 
authority in The fenate: the’ 1, iTTeiiftible perdafjpn tnaa hd^ig 
upon his tongue carried all before it; and if he was cvzr pK 

- pofed, it was only that his people might have the fatisfadlioi 
of yielding to the fwtetnefs of his oratory. However abfurd/f us 
piety, may appear in thefe nT^jc ^lightened days, implicit 
faith in the pope’s infallibility Ete Lthe J ' ^ ult of the times : in 
OCber refpeds he pradlifed the rigid precepts of morality, 
wluch a in ever infeparable from true religion ; and the laft, 
a£t of (eign (hewed his ftridt regard to his vows, though it 

v fftay be condemned by fuch as arewof opinion, that a proper 
. regard to tne public good might have fufficiently abfolvcd him' 
frqm an obligation rafhly entered upon 

When Eric departed foj; the Holy Land 1 , he left his fon 
fid regent of the kingdom; but the Mates being made ac¬ 
quainted with his death, recalled Nicholas , paid his ranfom to 
the eall of FU&derSy and placed him upon the throne, out of 
refpedt to the promife they had made to bi$ father on his 
death-bed. They were urged the more to {his by the feverity 
of Etarolet s Tnanners, which they forefavv would renJer them 
^njhappy, if they raifed hinuto the throne. Before the arrival 
of Nicholas , Swen , relying upon his intereft with the diet of 
Wihurgy put in his claim to the crown as the elder brother, 
and was hafteniag thithel when he was feized by a fever, of 
Whpsir-tie died.in a few days. XJbboy the next in age, wanted 
nor a pagfy ''c&Tthr jaobility to efpoufe his caufe; but be de- 
wn out of refpeft to his younger brother, whofe 
modeftly declared, was more adequate to the 
verningj a rare inftance of fefr-denial and bro- 
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Thus the fccptrc w&s- put intent 
who at firft wieidjbd it wui» ^reat 
off in his character, anil degcnerati 
his anccftors, ind frorrig'iis own, he fj>fl into the utmoft con- 
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dais. This prince, aftqy the deftrddtionj^ ? ^jo country in the 
\ laft rci ; .i', lived private^ for fume years ij. Denmark ; |** 

. £n\ s Vetting out for th^idoly Land, f^nd m eans , 

Ibis hereditary domi/iioi),. lie was nephcW“tTTit itLolas, and 
find frequently bJfqogtu him to refto.e his mothef■*„ 
bilt hallways ijpet with a hatJJj rcfufal. This irritated Vnu*“ 
WWngwrincc,«.ai+J dctcuiiinetf him to have recourfe to arms. 
.Jj^nlcring into an alliance with the Nordslbingi, a people of 
Smr rf' ii^‘ y;7 ' Saxony, or properly the Holfleintrs , he foon fubdued all 
the Danifli t)})* country lying between the Elbj, and 6 lefwick. Thence he 
provin.es made fuel, terrible incuiftop r ii\L> thedutchy of S/ef vick, that 
Lid -MijJle NicUlcrs, who at th/t.^icu.ylciided in the capital, was forced to 
by ‘be double his guards, and provide for the fecurity qf the r*ty. 
Vandals. ,f’or thispurpofe he fent to the fcveral patts of his oiagjin^ns 
for troops, and unfortunately committed that trull ££w, 
r a nobleman, who held a tlandcftinc correfpondenorafoith Hen¬ 
ry, and ftipulated with him to betray his roya'i mailer. With 
this view he 11 fed -11 poflible delay in marching the troov*; 
and, to cover his Heathery, was continually fiyiding expr'ffcs 
to Nicholas , representing the occaiton of his dilatorincls.*£nU 
railing fomc new difficulty. At length the infantry syfi.ed, 
and wiih them Nicholas at Eiivd s perfuafion/ determ ,,ied to 
give battle to Unity. T he evtnt fell out as the traitor fore- 
law : Hony’s horfe broke and put in confuiion the Danijh in¬ 
fantry ; ami now, when it was too late, the perfidy of Elive 
was difeovered. Nicholas was defeated, and forced tq retreat 
with precipitation into Denmark ; where he no fooncr arrived 
than he diveiled the treacherous Elii>r of all his employments, 
and confifcated hisellate, bclieving^Lur, and ks neccffary con* 
fcqucnce, poverty, to be a more levele pur 1 Invent ^ftfirueath 
itfclf b . V** v 


u Meurs. 1. iv. 
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(A) Here woulcf feem to be period, held the w Jr fe g » t!if re- 
an inter-regnum of fi:: ye.115, as gent; and fb indeed we find ii 
Uric died in the year I :oi, and aliened by Suaningius , though 
A;. '.'Acts was not placed in the this fail is omitted by all thi 
throne until the year 1 tc8. It is other hitloi ians. Fid. p. 74. 
probable, that Harold, duiing itii^ . "C l* 
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I N th? mean whirl Henrf, g*owr#bold bjthisAd&ory, made 
more dreadful »^ cur 5 T)ns into iheJ^Bntjfb territories, and, lay- t 

• ,J j . ll-CQafts, mafs\an attempt on Slrfwick ; 
bjl^repulfed J lhe fon o{ li)ic ,t ie i aM?c 

kmg. and nephew to perceiving the.miiery to w Inch t r f f. h [r 

this fine dujrhy ot “ le J\uck was redigtd by tlfc ciuciiy of the F.ri'c, oh- 
•r re< yll5jS»^y 1 t k " e government om. country which had hcc it/.-.■/«» the 

* r danger, py many of the nobility. oc\.n>t- 

;• treaty and inlereft, he at length ob- nen^of 
“gained it, anaY.V^liatelj fet oilt to perform the tilftfcs of hisk, t 
\ Hi.* fir ft meafure *wL to offer pft^jbfals ol 

» **7 'Jf*H e nry, whk^j he allured Ami he would willii^lyln- 

jlnouc any other con litfclt than his indemniiyini; t a s /0 /uf 
of Slefwick fer her loilcs, sme?Viking of Dcnmufkr° r ^ cace ' 
expences *Kc had b.een at in thoVar. T\efe wrre 
terms whichlie was fenfible tKe haughty fpilit «f Henrk, rhyr 
rendered more infolcnt and ulrtradlable by profperitv, woujd 
► reje< 5 f, and there fore provided accordingly, by raifirw a boo£ 
of troops with tKenitnrmfhqxpediiion and lecrecjj„ - »*\Vmh t|^e 
he matched inrthc middle ^ M ^t feht, with all pofflN/ulence, 

.^ire< 5 i!y to a caftle on the fronft £ Jtijwkk , wher \Jlmry 
kuot his head-quarters, and was fortunate enough to furround 
plaqj before the Vandal prince received any intimation'wf* 
fituation, Henry, perceiving that lefiftancc 
N§£)|lid beVruitlefs, mounted his hurfe, and by a lecret path # 

, iffcue his efcap<£ leaving the caftle to be plundered by the 
nijh foldiers, who did not fail to retafafcc the many injuries 
tha* had received from him*. 

** yHiNRT's cfcapeoccafioncd a prolongation of the war: he 
leviUva ftiong body of troops, with which he had frequent 
fkirmjhes wit mCanute, without ever venturing upon a general 
engagement. At length the Dane, tired out wjth the tediouf- 
neifs of a war which kept him in pcrpetuaUapprchcnfion, de¬ 
termined to finifh it by one decilivc ftrokc. He augmented Canute 
army* entered the enqpiy’s country, laid it waftc,jmd 
then defeated Henry, who had hazarded a battle. 


Th c Hnir y 

J>rtn r c of 


confequence was, that bhnry fued for'pcacc in the mod fup-^ ^ 
plicating and al^ect tern#* promifing to fubmit to any terms^j^ ,J 
wbicii tffe conouerdf'womd think fit to impofe. His fuhmif- 


wbjcvi tffe conouerdf 
fron wiMniaSwm; 


impoic. 

{y accepted by the magnanimous Canute, 
ibnJ’f SMSMma/Kus. after Virgil, wasfatisfied with humbling 
J4 hau^jSfoc, and delighted with extentjjng his /.leniency 
to the 'iO.l^Bfered. He immediately took horle, attended only 
by an cfcort of twenty perfons, and entering Henry's domi- 

a Saxo Gram. 1 . xiii. 
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nioos with imre'valourVian difcretion,|K e 5? a njeflengp’ to 
his caftle to acquaint him fif h his arrival^ * “ e P<foijh fflef- ' 
fenger entered the caftlrfj ‘J^as uttmg .to 

dinner; upon which he iSyfiantfy icized a ^ ari ? 5 » an ^ ^ uerSf 
all his people tp ftand oji their defences but ® c,n ,S told that 
Canute was come to conc lude a peace,! e went o| t to receive 
him. Theft* brave piirites embraced wif£, t^jj.^ 

r {nttr figned a peace, and p.v^ijjd into ihe ftrdSlvfV* which 

'/IriV continued inviolable tof'the ren. tjndfr KUioiRom^ts. * ouch 
fnendthifi. was the„f:eem which l^nry conceived folk zJ/Oite, thatonJfc& L 
dejjth-’fed he appointed* him the guardi^yf. of his infet^Jveh^ 


Canute 
and Hcu- 


fnendjbi^ 


Canute’/ 


■wife policy, hy\his>ieans toy be duke of &l*:klemburg. Thrs the valour 
by <whicb * a*‘d gc'vierofity of Canute not only iceured the dutchy of Slef- 
hts mads thick to^,he crown of Dennurk’, but ftrengthened the interefl: 
king ofthd'if tha^ingdom, by attaching to it a,br^ve people, ever be- 
Vandals. fj.t i»\a j'u\c of hoflility with rjr.e Danes, and procured to 
himfelf .nc dignity of a dul^.’*j r .J prince of the empire, with- 
out intrigue, u» *«j tion. Soon after the emperor j>A- 
vefted him with the title of king of the Fandals , /or which 
purpofe he vifited„the imperial court b . ' 

This prince reigned fome years with the utn.c!? rcpi'tV 
tion, efteemed, beloved,'‘and rcfpc&cd by all gocAmen /'.hut 
his reign was at leneth difturbed by contentions, which a^o’fe 
between his fonc. Ambition had fired the breads of t‘!t!'? 
young men, and had like to ha^e proved fatal to the dirghv 
of Skfwick ; but as thefe transactions have no immediapre- 
lation with the Hiftory of Denmark, it will be fufficient ‘bKdd, 
that the prudence of Canute triumphed over* the heai'ftrong 
ambition of his children, whom he reconciled with a parental 
authority, as weli as by the efteem and awe with which his 
character imprefled their.minds c . 

In the mean time, the king tf Sweden dying, the Ojfrt- 
gotbs chofe another king in his room j but the Swedes , be¬ 
lieving that the right of election belonged only to thcmfelvcs, 
put to death the O/lrogotb king, aifi chofe Magnus , j.he fon of 
, Denmark, Nicholas king of Denmark. This prince Hu* a daughter 
Sweden, Q f t ^ e king of Poland, was by that means InC, J^vVoTi a'wtr 
and? o- with Vratijlaus, prince of Sclavonia , into whicftr« 

land umte j rew hi s father Nicholas , not as an auxiliary, hu? * p rincipal 
t je ^ the quarrel. Denmark , Poland , and Siueden*, being com- 
‘ C riV<> ’ bined againft Vratijlaus, he found himfelf under the neceffity 


mans. 


b PONTAN. 1. V. MEURS. 1. IV. 


c Gram. ibid. 
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ofVpakii$ propofallof peace extr 
k a)]i&; but Nicholas would admit 
£ tWe greater tar 
le conauered prince's 
and was wgik f and ps'fidious enou 



honour he fad given 
hph.pu4>ne%^vMyil th 
J&quialj 

t |he g^efuJvrf 
'l^ved his and* 


VV 

■rn: 



\Hiftery offlamtark: 1 

ly adtan/ageous to the 
no overtures until he had 
after which he infifted 
his fubmiflion in perfon ; 
to brc^c the parole of 
f Vratijlaus , and retail 
of Canute , king of the 
afterwards thanked 
which* JHirijJiad 


i*7 


ton, 

which muirt* 
fedous a breach op 


ive 


His ‘vir¬ 
tues rai/e 


the fecurit 
emonftran 
iberty. Nic. 
of thtsfinterpofr 
laTreputatioi 
n indelible '^ain from^fo jnop 
^then venrad his indigr^tjon againft the adv?Ms of, 
fitch ur^hffhy and difhonourable mafr*i*s ; % y#t, after aft, h’is 
p^io$)^ovc 4 ^!a& ruin of the noble-nfiodeil Canute. His 

enemies inc«$afed in propor^on to his virtue, and tVy were. v . 

overwhelmed with fhame'and confufion at'hiS fiipenority of him a cloud 
character: far, however, fromNendeavouring to inltatc hi atf tnemies. 
example, they l^ptfet^tn remove this mirrourof^c|hon( 
that only ferved to reflc^Syith redoubled forcd-TfiC^ 

^ jgrace. The/ found means <y£g>> finuating into the n 3 |u] of the 
Credulous Nicholas , that ambition itfiiS *ifTie bafis and irang of 
afl Camp's actions ; that, far from being fatisfied wittr-Hie. 

-AjfJWw he wore, and with the dutchies of *S lefwick and Jicl- 
hSwfpired at a (till higher dignity ; and that his pcpula- 
was \aving an cafy way for Ins afeending the throne of* 

\nmark. As his own children were jp the number of 


lers. 


ac- 


the weak Nicholas the more readily credited thefc 
Jla^dcrs, equally falfe and # infjdious, and only now watched 
a f&ir opportunity of robbing Denmark of its greateft orna- 
mtntfcand fupport. 

iNfthe medfl time, Nicholas prepared to celebrate the nup¬ 
tials of his fon with a princefs of Poland ; for which purpofe 
the nobility and vaflals of Denmark appeared with all pof- 
fible magnificence at Ripen ^ and among the reft Canute , who j CM r p \. 
^etlipfed them all in fplenddk and pomp, as much as he did in ritcy m J m 
merit. This circumftance added fuel to the fire that was his 
lbon to confumc him. The king of Denmark was now con - 
vinced of the tAithpf al*thofe treacherous infinuations that 

in nis ear ; while Canute , guarded only 
^^fi^iccf^Snd unacquainted with the machinations 
S^rjStTgainft him, gained the efteem and affection of all 
^worthy fifen. The plot was ready to break out againft him, 
when a *ludden revolt in Pomerania called him to his own 
country, and for a time poftponed his fate. Here he quickly 
fubdued the rebels, and afterwards returned to Denmark to re¬ 
ceive his fovereign’s applaufe} but how was he thunderfiruck 

. I 3 •* 


:re 
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, at the cold reception, n5^ the ftern afpefi^' of the fifty Nibs 
las , on his approaching thavjlrone, to whjL-b he a d^^fiomu»*h 
luftre. Inftantly he beletJ iJtsA 1, efjfy» to acqaai^^m 

with the caufe of a conductfo different f om wh^t he tiaJrcihu 
himfelf with ; kc oflcred 4, o fubmit his scions to tfce mod mi¬ 
nute ferutinv ; he breathlH nothing bu' ki loyalty anti duty, and 
_ir.j i_ j, !c..k).« k ■ ■» rrd 40 ,,c Kiil JSJ*w» »f« riC rrw.4 1 . 



il» :nto a dangerous tna'^jy; he loon j iOlt that Itaw'Ofv'rf' 
Vml patroned) of mf^ i:. On her tfeath-busd-^^/C’lTt^tJr 
- } and told l .iq>f'' iC that his greatefl enemies ajfcrc tjve&‘ 

“ w horrVl'ature ai/sf duty ought the mod' .".iifiy tobincl 

intupl. Shy recommended tt^hnn *to cfLMifh^armony and 


«< 

Cw 

n 


i;«n,ij 

mvo 
lie i 


to c.nu die love and confidence of his 
i.-iildren, wnsch wou’fJ be a certain barrier againft all 
rfiV^' Uii'iis of other enemies. ^'J'bsykfcad, fhc laid, the 




ilitv at home 


“ .r, who all iwed^car height to the allegations of 

*■ tho'i-'Cvhn were fyqix>fe^trt:£ acquainted wuh the private 
“ deigns of their own lather. She was now departing o' 
li.c, and would die contented in the thoughts, that 
“ tins inidli ,enc£, the goodnefs of the Almighty, ■ 

( “ of (lirMte s caufe, and his own integrity, prufMice,(un2' 
(t virtue would fin mount all difficulties, p»pfer\t:’ Dennbfrk 
“ from the calamity of a civil war, and enable him to £*.- ' 
“ umph over all* his adverfaries With which words Kfcr 
pious and noble-minded princefs re'ftgncd her laft breath. 
nute was moved no lefs with the death of fo generous a jjfcnd 
than with the patticulars of her dying wqrds. HA was 
fhocked at the unnatural conduct of his own children and 
His e*}f~ greatly perplexed in what manner to execute the wholefome 
rui;~v advice of his queen. Before lie had fettled any-plan of ope¬ 
ration, his enemies, takiflg advantage of her majefty’s death, 
prevailed upon the king to have him folemnly cited before k 
general diet of the dates, where he was accufcd of heinous 
ciimes, and particularly of a dcfi^ upon the crown of De»- 
ma; a- ; but fuch was the eloquence ofj Cai&te, *t n fpi rccLhj^ con - 
feious innocence, that even now he baffi& 
fully convinced Nitbalai of his honour ar.dloyafcW^,^ - . 

Not'c\ i i hst akding this victory, it was notip 
malicc found means to renew the attack with redo^^d.vigour,'"' 
after having drawn the young queen into their party, who 
foon wrought a change upon the mind of Nicholas , and per- 

a Saxo, 1 . xiii. Pokitan. ibid. Meurs. 1 . iv. b Aut* 
pitat. ibid. 


tuiir at- 
tllCKj. 



t«9 
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fuJ^ed hi^that he could not cxptd^Jffagn^s, his fon, fhould 
to his clown, whil evCfinute enjoyed fuch a fiiare 

1 /r n i i • WfT fee , J * , . . 

, and made him totter in 
th to her fuggeftions; for 
rnment *of Canute , both 
;ir royal "badges at fomc 
ing firft, feaied himfefr 
aflt^was foon followed by 
itc ehdojabh'aut remem- 
f compUmlnts at hi* hrlAmti'anCfc: 

i:_r..ir L.f .1_i i_ yJft. l _ t . 



Nicholas going to SleAuid, the got 
kings had dteafion toVppear with 1 i 


. cA b 's feironcSieu ra^ei«r <if 
ta.* , i;j(pe£te« c 




icbolas en 
the hall 
the op 


-toqrmgto psy 




conftrt 
it^&u A 


qj^as he recolle&ed lirr^dj. hiWeaped 
v. ^Jion to apologize forYnp omiffii 


down ii.\ 
omiffion ; but 



e, and the quceffy,with lay party, wkftcd 

l ■ a r r 1 i * • V i' 


•^V J 4iofis fenfe. In conkquence the kiflg af- Mf b °f 

iembled, wi$ the utmdft privacy, the leading men oitthc fac-^ m y ta ~ 

tion, and, after having bckuid them to feciedy by all oath, * cn - y tf>e 
- - - ’ \ J J tonjpira - 



-,, - , . u 

...of the oath uras unufual, in to render it morcnolcmn ; 

' V»r*at, wa> “taken neither in a kifctlv.fgy fitting, or fading 

pofture,*V>ut with their faces prolfratcd on the ground. IMier 

manner of executing their <lelig»,vvas committed To’ 

, ^{pdywwiV.vho poficfl'cd the art of diffimulation in the greateft 

‘ ‘nul«.'^tioni ■ This perfon invited, according to the annual cuf-« 

all the nobility of the kingdom to an entertainment on 

Chi ijirnas-Eve. Canute was not forgof, vid he, deli rows of 

wiping oft' tho late omiftiofl, did not fail to obey the fum- 

Umolf, that he might {hew his refpedX for his fovercign. He v," 1 ’ tre *~ 

was tjfcated by Magnus with the mod extraordinary inftanccs C !V? V 

of efyem. 'flie perfidious friend told him, that the genero- d 2 nus * 

fity of Bis condudl, and fteady adherence to virtut, had blotted 

out all fufpicions in the king’s mind, and united the whole 

kingdom in one chorus of applause, and admiration of his 

♦great qualities. He faid, Aat intending a pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, he would requeft it of Canute , as a proof of his 

friendlhip, that he would charge himfelf with the guardianfhip 

of his cj$dren,»and„fuf»rtntcndcncy of his affairs during his 


that the young queen, that pre- 
_ Jfpe king, who could fided at this clandeftiue mect- 
*norbe Tsfcif /ght to confcnt to the ing (t). Ofjier hiilorians men- 
death of tffnute, but his fon tion the king as if perfonally 
Magnus, won over by the art there (a), 
and intreaties of his ltepmother 

(l) Gram. 1. xii. (t) McurJ. 111. Dan. 2. iv. 

X 4 abfencc. 
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abfence, as there* ; was^,a perfon of wlofeicapa^ an$in* 

' tegrity he entertained foX^^h notions.[• In a w^, h^.faid/ 
every thing which could £nd con W Qgfe. li: 

his opinion, that he wast^rfealy reconpiled, befiaufe nSssfr^e 
truth, the’ it was for thj bafeft and npft perfiaiqus purpofes. 
After he had futficicntly lulled Canute's (ufpicions, tje formed his 
plan, and hearing that h<f propofed vi&rtcng afifteen rfrec qpq - 
try, whither be wojj]J /carry but /ev^lttwr diS^d ujjfiji 
$his asjhe qt ‘ npr occafi n for Vu/ df ~ 

ritTd, jjt% Canute, whc'had no j *—~~ u — * k '’ 

hi^ w\f: had lent a mell^nger i -ore' 
c.ifpiracy. 


^fpicic] 


Canute 

falls a fa- 
criticc to 
the ambi¬ 
tion 

P 
M 

tmd the 
confpira 

tors. 



treachery, tjto 
to acquraiiujiitrijif' 
fi t out dptVno more than four attMS^***3%*-,. 

S Vas attacked in a^Ulie wood by Magnus. fu^^ re j.d b^ ^ 
^ l body of confpirators, and (lain before,b". fi*; frd*?r.ki r ^ny 
fufpicio/ <v the treachery of thiyrtbiMTiend, anJ^vith fuch cir- 
cumrtances oP’d/ep diHimulatiop, ■Slid lavage cruelty, as render 
on and this ^ 0 » onc t f the m oll poetic in hiitory, though our plau 
<>ju>y of w jjj ujijNy rm it us to dwell upon particulars. Thus fell the* 
l /o/ t n.iw great Canute G’Mament or Dent .ark , aii-J 

His vir 


tucs, wfvyli had raifed 



the grcf.e'ft hcio of his a£j^ w 

him # /.otn a private Hatton to a thi one, were m,y ( the r ^- 
ofV'.is death, bv the hands of wicked confpirators, ^. no could 

* not fee, without fnvv, themfelvcs cclipfcd in the cycr^i£z*h? \ 

people by fuch fuperlative met it *. J*1Z ^ 

• The news of his dcafn i'oon leached Rofc/Jld , tee ther 
ftdencc of the court, and the kin* himfelf could not 
(bedding teats ar the lofs of this great man, tho’ he was pjfr» 

7hr •rvhie to the plot. The people were ir.confolable, they poured^out 
kingdom m ,imprecations again!! the murderers, and nothing prewwcd 
a tumult. an lini vcrlal inlurredfion befidcs the confidcration, that i> iw all 
their endeavours would only augment the public ca^ unity, 
without being able to rccal him to life. His frienas ioiicited 
the king for Icatfe to bury him with the pomp becoming his 
quality and merit, in R of hi id j but this he prudently declined, 
from an apprehcnfion of the confluences that might flow front 
fo affecting a fight as his mangled corpfe being expofed to the 


a Saxo Gram. 1. xiii. MhurvJ 1. iv. Rontan. 1. v. 
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(B) His wife Ingeburga re- mind, flijWa 
cciving fome intelligence of the as the efitdls 
plot, fent a trqfty nieflenger fear, laying, that iT . impol£, 


with the utmort expedition to 
inform him of his danger; but 
Canute, like a truly generous 


ft ole Magnus 
villain, and 
criie (i). 


(l) IrUurJ. 1 . iv. 


?fbe fuch a 
fo mean a hypo- 


p4^c. 
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lyotner mon 
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trefore privatcl 
Iment than 

"• y i 

MAGuwUS, after this infam 
child ; butrtould witV difficulty e 


rre^at Ring/lad, with- 
t he had eftablfilled in the * 
ho to this day adore his 

s exploit returned to Rof- 
pe the vengeance of an 


-gacaopd poaukpe. Jftrtparty howRvcr was (o ftrong, that he 


Jfitiie Be- :; ^ v ^< J jortn< 


It non,* 
ted/ 


n 


as the immediate} and (jfre i'uccefj 
Jti all refpc&s, 


gva publicly to 
w lotViK^yon 
r to the thr-^V 
of the heir 


K#it at* iwipwwj 3p/tjjfcc 

"tftu little forefee how and inlcrutablc 

ways 
S 


to boaft of 
himljdf 
1$ affilm- 
4 nt 


m 


> 

the 


ways 'f.Mbvidence, which, foonerVrJater* i^.*ver failslto pu- 

J v\* unjuft. Ingeburga, the wife of Canute , Canute*/ 
was delivered of a fon abput eight days after his murder : the <wife deli- 
infant became dear to the public, from thr* Ifcve they bore to wredof* 
ht? father. Harold and Eric , 'his uncles, wtere appointed his Jon, and 
guar/litmsp with the"*bravc fons of &-?\>isnd~*ris guardians 

couftnsj to /ndicate tn* caujlj of opprcfled ,, iivi&;£-*'V de- "/ pointed 
terminingvjAt leaft, that fi&^vuld fucceed to tfilxcrown of^ im - • 
\¥ftnmls, the dukedom of Hoijlc'ui\ 5nd the goven^nent of 
Slefwia- (A). They held an aflembly of their frief^s at 
^ftung^ad, where they pathetically lamented the fate of the 
eojreaiWtp enumerated his qualities, and, in the manner of 
ul ifarc Anthony expofed his rent ^nd bloody cloaths to thfc 
•ulewof the populace, craving their aid^nd afliftance to avenge 
Jfis memory, and fupport his infant fon.* All were fired with 
T/e affedling* fight; they tried out for arms, and deiired to be 
ir^antly led againft the barbarous and perfidious murderer, 
chiifing Eric for their general b . 

y±jE kin^ foon had intelligence of this tranfa&ion, and j n 
immediately confulted Afcer the prim a re, in whole fidelity and region of 
prudence he greatly confided, what ileps fliould be taken in the people 
fo dangerous a conjuncture. After many propoftls it was de- to revenge 
termined, that Magnus fiiould be concealed, and that x\\e the death of 
king fhould immediately proceed to Ringjlad , and there con- Canute, 
yoke the people. Hisjbdidt was publifhed, and when the day 
arrived* ^r/cInadg a ^lech, adapted to inflame the minds of 
^1 * ' A 1 * ** V.**^ 

c. vi. b Saxo Gram. 1. xiii. 

(A'j’^he reader has feen that people thought them among 
Canute had other fons; but hif- the number of the confpirators, 
tory takes no notice of them in and therefore unworthy to fuc- 
the prefent cafe, probably be- cecd to their father’s crown, 
caufe Eric, Harold » and the 

the 



The Hijlory of Degnfifk. 


quence appealed the tumqft^jyiu dtt^rmwed the 
eeive their fovereign witk/pecoming ref|£<5t. \jfhi\c 
mate was goncyo introduce the king, Erk y feizing the oppor¬ 
tunity, made a fhort fpe$i;b, which fc^n roufed tlem to their 
/orrner fentiments, and Cfiifirrned-.ttyj^iin theiivjerolutipnsjtif 
revenge. Onjhe k'^ay’s-jarrival he<waftecrilf§Fwi$h£ fuilj^t,, 


njurnninjy 
whiv.1i b£\ 
nut , ;y*d 
be cvaAra: 


fgpfie, nus fho^.d immediately be fentJnVG'^perpetual ^xilc, which 
was all he cotfuhobtain in his jjehalf from the people, who 
thought I’.icy ha/ fhewn great - lenity in fparing fo unwomvy a 

tr," f -J-.* -A^.npWance with his <tath, }~uhalas feijt Mugnus tiv 

by his inflJe r yc, he was creau’d king j an 
Magnus, inhano - :' of paternal aifcMtion againft which the peo^e fheju#^ 
fir//., /< tc- n«. y icr.tmcnt: but, unhappily, he was perfuuded ft win after, 
n’t by"thole who had been engaged with Magnus in the r cefjatr- 
fip .k u/v!- racy, to rrcal him to Dnwuvk, as his heir appartrTv "K?', 
uS- s.)i,Vd a (ciincut in the kuTg'iom, and obliged foie a/d liaffct ' 
*» 6 hric. immediately to convene the people at RingJlad. Heie tb#f 
let forth the king’s perfidy and breach of vows, which, th^y. 
affirmed, renderid him unworthy of the crown he w’ore j ^nd 
t btained a icfolution of the aiicrnbly, that both he and Afrig- 
t.’,s Ihould he pnfecutcd as encodes to the nation : the a-'jem- 
hly farther infilled upon Eric's accepting the \rown, which 
out of policy he id tiled, until he fhould merit it by his fer- 
viers, and lome fign*»l acts of valour. An army, however, 
was inltanrlv railed, with which Eric marched diredtly to *]ut- 
where Kub:ias at that time wVs, and would immediately * 
have made him prilooer, had not the policy of Truro , hi (hop 
of Adiverted liis intention. TVis prcLte made life of 
fur h fpecious arguments in dcfen£t( of ^he king’s conduct, 
winch he urged arofe from neccllity, raihe\th**.,a5fition fjp^ 

*■ It tins ; he related fo many plaufible 

terminer! to execute a>, loon as opportunity offered/T 8 

j-npettH fity war checked; and he encamped in thqjLTace he * 

then was, with a view to receive propofals from A tcroias. His 

iicops v.c:c fullered 10 forage, and wander round the country. 


a Ibid, e'.Lra Pontan. 1. v. 
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*s\bc had no fiifpiA>n of frcacher^ ityfhe prelate, who bore 

—. ; -■*' piety. was the opportunity i>j c dt 


iuration of 
Nicholas wan) 


:d, ^fid he 




. ^ - roved it to luch aAvan- feated. 

tacking Eric ufiptepM, he totally difpcrled his 
army, afteo,’having made great llailfhter in bis camp. Erics 
rage, at this frdh Vrhftance of-jhis pcrliJy, was incon- 
£fiju*dble; and, indeftdjtjJUe dilafridlion of the nation role 
ijovy tcritich a hiigl£ v 4a* rfiot to be jafjshed with lefs than the 
Jfceff JhiO 1 'crc jyn ovfNhhdat and iWLo; \ hr r aficmbly 
’was held, ana' EricX now Accptcd. tlii feeptre whi&&he bdhre 
" A fUcd : an aimy w as p*l;ti^tiih an expedition, and\mb|fta- 


y^fg to thc-ambaliadtuV he had, in fadl, no other dew than 
<p*>, : t»mct;iion or the emphe, w'lTKii he thought might cafily 
-ev/.^-ded by feiwing upon the DunJh | rAmres, iiorderiim- 
Ulb*: ; J iioiinons. ilutyn; the hJS^of a t Tvir v. ay IKur jkn 
ignominious/tied an ariny; and mauiuug hU?J7 
confpirator c iis encamped with V Hmng body of fo?m7 behind 
''&ikzx$. yA$l Danewark. Ikie, instead *.t giving hnhtbattle, 
he enAred upon a tieaty, created A/,.gnus a prim^ of 

aim w. Eiic, who fad 


then diew off 
a 


tiif:, i^npirc, and 

*6 Cl *ne with a licet to liipport the emjeror, was 

1 ,onifheti at ^ns treachery ; and,-upbi aiding him with pci* 
and cowardice, told him, that A/agnus, he doubted nor, 

‘'Vhuld return his favours with the lame ingratitude he had done 
tlyjfe of Canute: a progntrfiic that was tor n vetjtied by the 
event; for Magnus, equally deaf to the didates of honour The input 
andflconlciciice, fell upon the rear of the Imperialids, cut titudeof 
thtTV'.ff, and^bhged Adolphus, who led that part of the army, Magnus 
to fave ins life by fwimming to the em* 

In t the rj'.ean while, Eiic, having no’hopes of affiftance/ <rror * 
from the emperor, returned to 'Zealand, and there received 
ambaffadors from the king*of No/ way, who demanded the in¬ 
fant foil of Canute in marriage for his daughter. Plcafed with 
the hopes of lo powcr^il an ally, as this connexion would 
produce-,he affurcij tli*ambalLdors, that he was ready to 
*>,r*lcr upt^ w'itn their king, 2 nd would with pleafure 

oJSportuni'y of cultivating his friendfhip by the 
' -t^-»i«TF a nes; to teflily which, he immediately offered the 


king fiF^icce in marriage, and gave pledges for the faith of 
his nephfew. 

Bo 1 h parties now prepart d for war; and Nicholas drew to 
Jkis iide all the bifhops of Jutland , and fevetal of the principal 

a Mtuas, 1. iv. 
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r.fk «v- 
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nobility of the kfciodqq j befides ^he cor/piratorg, who were 
all ftrongly attached to hi^Ljntcreft. In Eric's army wyfglhii 
brother Harold , with hi^ Rwo foas % vfho could rytLjyi'p 
efpoufing his honed cau (d ,/nougfll they were difpj^aiednQ^^ 
elevation in preference toffiarold the elder brother^ the biinop 
of RofJiihl , and CbnJlierjfc a noblema^/of great influence and 
pcrforul valour, to whomhic gav.\ thfilommnnd jrf theijM^y 
intended to oppofc the f king in tfnjfaW\ while ' hiyf ejf wi 
fleet {hpujdLjMS&k. Aic/gnus. He fAon camej^T^wh.k*' 

. AnVagoniilpand, after a\ brine adWtin, tqtally acftroyod an 
tocu hyfueet, Afagnus makm^bis.* v Yjipe in a boat. But 
goooL lortune was counterbalanced i y a victory wjjlch 
king gained o\kz Chrtjiiern 'by land, who was m^Tef!-'ilbner, 
and Arri^d to Slefivick. Before Erie 'cc$rE'-“d £jis 

" generaiydefeat, he was fo elated wrh, his own "ood fortune, 
that he entered ihe gut :>/i illberg y with intention of landing 


$ 



permitted the toiuiers to rtfiax tnemitf Ahignus tt>- 
confineujtfit on board by llrdnjpg round the cou-d king ; an 
prudtMjr.e which the king did not fail of turning tod*; ih^t^Ji 
lta/rcratkcd Eric in this fltuation, and defeated a $ eat pajt 
or his army. Nor was this all his lols ; for Harold , JSijsD- 
ther, envious of his dignity, and perceiving the k«nrs c^J 
chore a better afpedt, delimited him, and carried ovef a ftrVri 
reinforcement to the king’s army. Happily however for 
the winter cam«v <*»*' and prevented the king puifuing 
advantage, or even keeping the flwld b . , 

Bhfork the next campaign Sweden revolted, and created 
IAccrco , a nobleman of high rank, fovereign. He imme¬ 
diately afi’umed his independency by a very exfcaordinaty act, 
which was no other than debauching Vvilda^ wilt? "to king 
Nicholas ^ whom, 'for the more fecurity, he had fent into 
Sweden. Early in the Spring Nicholas took the field, and 
joined battle with Eric, greatly inferior to him in ftrength, 
and obtained fo complete a victory, that Eric was forced tc 
fly into Nuwavy accompanied only,j.by his wife, his natura! 
Ion Swe»i and a lew attendants. Here he wws c* firft kindly 
received, until Nicholas biibcd the xVc/xtvtVyJt ing i^o put Ijim 
to death, or deliver him into his hands; 
danger by means of the queen his niece, who 
him notice of what was tranfa&ing. Upon this fflWf.lllantl) 
W'rote to his fiiends in Lar.gland , to fend a (hip t ^SfNortvay tc 
gairv him ott. The fhip arriving, he artfully contrived tc 


b Saxo Gram. 1. xiir. Pohtan. !, 
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eft ape 



if fenrfiark. 1 i§ 

c&ape from the cane, Where he w* ^nfined under pretence t 
of fecure again ft the macWAations of Nicholas, by ine- 
rbfJrS the guard. 1 A s *d¥dRv?A ytew were determined to 
their king, he footL 1 found himfelf as ljfe as 
fo (lender couldjmake him, \nd wafted into the midft 

of his frier.ds in Lang'vtd. As they coaftcd along the fhore* 
^wv.^und fsveral off.'^^ii’s (hips intirely deferted by the i 
».c.^ws.-who were inciting bicrry on fhore ; and to pi event 
a*inir being .'pain fervicei^ie, tjiey bored ‘ riuir.' through the 
■'■'bottoms, and funk or defrayed them, with all pofiibie lihfcicc 
vC d n e-vnedition. tfoen fpread that Eric <va$ 

eidapcd •• but Magnus ^vas in no condition to purfue lify> his 
. fleet b-*Tng wholly deftfoyed *. ■* u 

t \i^KlC\ p \ii.hY:.^ aw got among his friends, rcfolvcd tol^icrwaier 
makf? one more attempt to revenge Canute's cjjuk-, punifh the™'' morf 
/perfidious Magnus, and eftablifti himilffon tl«e throne, tov.hich 'ff ort ** r *~ 
.JSc W , elected by the people. fbsJtfft v%phv/J" tj; hang up ‘ { * 
Ulfa -4*lion'.' A r - ^-r.Jjad made governor of Laqg'and * an t - ur ‘ r ‘ 
ignomirAous /eath he juflly minted, as one of ch^/Jsruiapal 
confpirator^gainft the life of Canute. After this iN^rnade a 
»*d«?fceiit with a fmall fleet on Schonen , wfiich he foon routed, 
by rtieaAs of the friends he had among the inhabitants, V \.o 
onV*w«ntcd an opportunity of declaring tbcmfelvvs inllatMied 
,ged h tD'it prefent government. .Early in the fpiing kin*> 
\'A\x\tcbolas ^enter' d upon meafures to flop the progid.. of his. 

Vm&lI. He raifed an army, equipped fleet, aflemhled the 
'•t Ihops and his mod warlike vaflals, and*fent a number of 
..fdbuts abroad*to examine into the fituation, number, and con- 
- dition of Eric's force. It was not long before advice was re- 
csiyfd, that Eric was boldly marching to attack the king, 
thot&h fqpported hut with a handful of men., The fcou;-, 
who had probably been corrupted by Erjc, further dcdaicd, 
that he appeared like fomething fupernatural, riding upon a 
white horfe that raifed higi into the clouds, ar.d cut the a:i 
* with incredible velocity. Nicholas perceived, that either feat 
or treachery had occafioned this phenomenon ; but his fol- 
diers judged otherwife, knd fled with great precipitation to 
the ft\ifS' trom'Vvbich Vc*y could hardly be prevailed upon to 
return/*/n Jhl: ,/onfufion Eric attacked the king, and after Rric de 
£ ri at fliughter of his troops, intirely defeated him ,fc«ts tin 
bJS^vlTam Magnus in the field, who in this laft a<ft played king. 
the hbrt. jdiufing rather to die honourably than efcape by an 
ignomirfious flight b . 

a Mevrs. 1. iv. Gram. 1. 13 . b Aut. citat. ibid. 


Tiiio 



ilS 


The tHiftory 0/Denn^c. 

This news resulting Norway , ihe kingL 'Magnus was To Irt< 

• • r . -A. r__ 'ft. . _ ‘ 7 


ccnfcd at his wife for the^udorniation (he; had given EricJ,by 




Denmark. 



Nicholas which he efcapcd, that htyfi /it h er back 
declares king Nicholas, he efcaped(\br?n IfWfcld into 
Harold his alTembled a council of \\p nobles, a,nd d.-cl^jt. 
fuccefor. fuccefibr of his Von Ahgny, not from^ny pcrlbnaf *§>ard he 
Ifad for him, but to rendentet 1 ,is vjjteylttto oppofc his br other 
Erie with all poffible viiulcnte syic^.fTiJ naofity. His^next 1 !^* 
was to go in y/i Ibu* to Shjwick, iiyordof to rcct'ncilfrfha‘i^ * 
habitants to hun, who wcic £ieatl*nc. , nfcJ at llie uiuidci' 'oil 
Canute their governor. His J&enf'^ha.l* done all in t hej r. 
pow'er to diduade him froiif^Vni* mc.i o-e ; but he was obfllp 
natel^ljfbent on V. Tlv s, c h'ad al'Aa*s r*oen an ant/iiif^fcfiiva! 
held at S/i’j'c: v, <h the ipcmWis of v' ki ch | vyy* .Hdj gV... de¬ 
vious to their adnnthon, ;o u»w i> m . i-nge a;;nin(t whoever 
fhoukl injure a»y individn-l t r ' the loeii-ty. Canute , wli ic he 
lived, had been,‘conll/.htly prrliiknt of this fotial clu ! * ^;k| 
bv his aHabVd 1 ?^ ■fcnni'nei’sV'^nuJ gcnciuiiiv, had irtio^v won 
th^lr afletfhions. On the king's a! 1 i f^T tTiey“i; ;ft a 111!y flew to 
arms ; afcd'iu the {'pace of a lew minims the city-gates were 
lhut, tbt; walk lUrronnded with armed men, cvc.y thing in] 
comntotion, and all means of cfeape cut oil from NictytS) 
w \!6 now, when it was too late, perceived his error, Jj) ^.de¬ 
termined to fupport the conlequencis with the in^ViditjUT 
hero. His friends advrfed him to take fan Cl nary ,n St. PS, 
fee’s church j but this he rcfufeJ, that he might not polish, 
the holy altar with*.his blocd, and by that means aggrav»*r 
Nicholas t * 1t c, i nie °f his infatuated people*, However, he cndeavouied 
put to death * 0 l, P on the citadel; but was {lain in ihe tumult that arofe 



in the year ) 135* j* and a!) writers agiee, that he afeended 
the throne in 1:07. When his fnemls tcprcfenred to him 
the danger of Ins going pe: tonally t> a city lb ftrongly at- 
tachtd to Canute, lie told them, that in deify had nothing to 
fear from flioenukets and tajlois; yip did he tall by the hands 
of thofe very citizens he aii’ecled vo g* Jpife,*leav i.} 1 ^ this ufe- 
fu! lell'on to Ids fuccefl’ms, that mouerati.Mi^ atlahiiuy, and 
clemency, arc the lure ft guardians of the cr?v'-w^aiid poplar 
halted the molt dangerous enemy in a iree conftuu\&hjt 

frtRic 

e Ponta:;. 1 . v. Scan. p. 76. 


(A) With AVi bolus ended agreeable to the promife he had 
the reign of f-.v.v’s fifth foil, on his tka;h bed exacted from 

Kfe 




G' > IV. 


I ^*A§\(jpon as thtf'burgkfcr^ had '^ecuted their defign upon the Eric IV. 


Their next ftep was i to proclaimj£r/V king, agreeable to,a 

former election in afv^^iTembly of the nobility and- 

nions o£. Zealand a id ^ScLonln. Eiic having ps yet no i 


com • 
ntelii- 





•s/uainted with the deal fa of NiJ'das, Thou he grv.'tly re- 
jofeed ut this event, yet believing that r.Jt'ier^his own autho- 
n;j;, W\:« '.ranquihry, could be fufli. icntly Hhiblifhed 

whi'e his brother Harold lived, and claimed^ the cnligns of 
iovet ^ignty, he refolved to miren fttoinft him. ILtrJ 7 , on 

f b rr.^hcr hand, hearing of the kj"gj death. ;} 4 »d ap-> : ; 

proaeff*vVas gojifly p flexed howto act. * His force was refy P lXtl *- 
unequal to his biother’s; and hazarding a battle/vguld there¬ 
fore be expofing him to the molt imminent danger • yet he 
ljad no other alternative than (lying into'banUhintnt. riis two 
efufft fons continued faithful to Eric, and were now iT; his 
camn*^ Hardd however perfuading himfelf, that probably 
, they w^ not destitute of f.lial affection, though honour 
ol^iged them tc remain firm to their engagements, rcfoKcd to 
.(*CC ilult them fccrctly in what manner lv*> (hculd act in (o dan- 
^,'ous a conjuncture. A trufly friend hadf access to them, and 
th'iy, without hefitation, requ' (let! that he would efcape with If 
all expedition to the king of Norway, ahuring him, that-'-' 
{ifkqig a battle would be attended with certain ruin. Thu. ■ 
t Hey/^cqui11ed*\hcmfelve3 like faithful adhcreuts'to Eric, and 
like dutiful children tc Harold ; but the fqrmcr, having lu:i:c 
Intimation $f this fecret corrcfrondcncc, had them fei/ed ; 
and, after a (hurt imprif unjicnt, ordered them, at the inftiga- 
tion of Chrijiterr,, ro be drowned in the river Sly , into winch 
they were plung;. d head-long 
/ 

and 

fupported 

a Mecrs. 1. Iv. 


No. 



his nobles; ^ circumdance ra- lively with fomc uncommon ir.i»- 
ther glorious to his memory fortunes, which the- reader mud 
than fortunate in the iilue, as have obferved in the perufaJ of 
each reign was afSifted fuecef- the preceding pages. 


claimed 



gen. 


Harold re- claimed king of Benmiqi at a diet: he d ift At! ifland. Qd 
turns with th*» intelligence Eric fpeedtiy returm d to Jutland, zndJr- 
an army , dered five of the fix remaining fons^c ' Efadi to bd^uf*tft 
and Eric death, without remorfe *>w pity," foi their inru*>Jlke ^afld 
has bis fix affinity to hjmfelf. As fdf the young ft fon he u&fc 

fans put to his efcape in a peafant’s & «'fs to Stuqfe# b . '» 

dtatb. *' j N t |, c mC an while the Vandal Injjouraged by the intes¬ 
tine divifions in Denmark , made aVudjpn irruption intoTirt- 
and laid' wafte with terri^e dcfolation' 'everyplace 
through which they pafled. .To ryrefs their inloituCeyrr ‘ 
goti,together a fleet of elevc nj ^mjraj fail,’ embarking in e 
veflel four hodmen, with tlflur pFopet, accoutrements* befi 
foot ; with whmh armament he pafled ; yer into their country, 
and (bon reduced it. From thence he W&nt ^p Afc v.fle> Ru - 
gen to punifti the inhabitants, who had not only affifted the 
Vandals , but rdhouncerjjQ’b»*.ianity, cxercifed the moflrabo^ 
. minable aqd prophajyj pagan fuperftition, and, whaM"^* 
i.Tipiediately concerned the ftate of Depmarkj the mofltdefpe- 
Eric fub- rcte.piracy on the high feas. Havinf Tubdueu tfiem.fre com- 
t'arjRu- pelled thtf whole ifland to bahilh idolatry, to eftablifli funds 
for th^ refidence of a biihop to inftru& them in the duties cjf 
the r Chriftian religion, and to fwear allegiance to the .crowrlpf 
Denmark . However, they did not long continue thpir fub- 
miffion; for Eric was fcarce returned to* Denmark fio^ore (hey 
Teftored their idols, and banifhed the Chrifti^n prelate. djhj 
was preparing to punifh them with more feverity, when pie 
return of Harold % ab we have mentioned above, diverted 
intention. Hiftory relates, that ke foon removed this rival 
brother by aflaffination j but we no where find the particular 
circumftances mentioned c . 

During Eric's refidence in Denmark , fofoe difturounces 
arofe in Norway , that terminated in the ruin of kingWug^itf. 
Harold , who claimed the crown in confequence of his affini¬ 
ty to the late royal family, had fo engaged the hearts of the 
lrijh , among whom he lived foi a great number of years; 
that they fent him to Norway , attended w : th a considerable 
An infur - body of troops. An infurre&ion q£ the people immediately 
region in appeared in his favour \ and they^nfifted, that Migrtus fhould 
Norway, receive him as bis colleague. This be refined, ga*^ battle 19 
the rebels and auxiliary Irijb, and defeated&2c^b4/, who took 
fhelter in Denmark, where he was .kindly receivecf ^ Erie. 
The truth was, cevenge and policy, not humani^/to the 
diftrefled, were the motives of Erics conduct, he considered 
this as a favourable occafton of puniihing Magnus for bit 


Harold 

nffaffina- 

ted. 


* Gram. 1. xiv. 


* Poktan, Lr* 


tresfiae- 



. . „ h» aid, aar^JNvflRidfr 
wtEtu^^r prommngflt as ibonfcs he had put an end to the 
Wh. the revolt of Jfatgen now involved him. 

Ag*mft ^flWMtders he fee out a f«:ond time^ and fo totally 
{ ifeto^si, that he zpnrehendednuo other rebellion for fome 
^ *«, tis^vhich he /p^iedhimfc.r to the performance of his 
Harold\ he-’aegmented his land and fea-forces, 
■y -j JE'&er to Norway with a very formidable army, at- 
ven^ea oy'iiarold. . Here *ic toon, fome Tea-port towns $ Jftut 
Magnus declining battle j^rffyirned to winter in Denmark, 
reVolving to refume his yperatlonbearly in theJpring*. 

. Next year he return.® with a fuperior focce, jbnd coming to I 


«iev4fe all attempts to reiriftaiav.T. ;n/ortunat*n king, he put ^ in i p f 
oif ’ ^A his eyes, deprived him of his^irility, anjJ after this Norway. 
Jarbarour caft ration, epclofed him tor In* in'a’monafter'yy 
railing Harold to the throne. » . 

Having finifhed the war in Norway , he returned to fettle 
ibe, domeftic oeconomy of Denmark , which had fallen in 
grA^confufion during the long feries of civil and foreign v.s^rs, 
in wlutb the nation was for feveral years .engaged. Whhfc The bijhop 
his mind *?£s thus ufefully employed, an unfortunate difpute^Rof* 
arofe among tlw bifhops, about the archbifhopric of Lunden, jhild 
ihen vacant. Ejchil , bifhop of Rofchild, fugported by the people, raifes an 
and Rico, bifhop of Slefwick , for whom tUe .king entertained arm y 
a perfonal friendfhip, on account of his attachment during the 
civil war, were the candidates. Efchil raifed an army, and . r,c > 
njjligpd the king and Rico to retire to Jutland. Here they le - 11 m r a * e 
vido%>rces, refufoed to Zealand , gave battle to the haughty 
prehu'ST*and took him prifoner, keeping him ip clofe confine¬ 
ment, until he was releafed at an exorbitant ranfom, and the 
ftrong interceflion of the moft powerful of the nobility. 

T his difpute being for z J time laid afide, the king reiumed 
his attention to rdlrcfs the grievances of his fubjc&s, in which 
he met with nuy-ioerlefs difficultiesj for, in eafing the burthea 
of taxes i|<^/on the commons, he offended the nobility, and, 
in granting new. jionouis and privileges to the latter, he only 
rivetted the of the former. This foon raifed a fer¬ 

ment Hi the nation, which could be compofed only by his 
death yZa event that was treacheroufly brought about, while 
he was pubiidly adminiftring juftice in full court, near Ripen, 
where he was ftabbed by one Plogus, furnamed Black, a no- 

* Saxo $**-"*. Mid. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII. K 
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n\ttgkvtf 

Mtntn of gtwt tSiftilJSfaB in jAht Eric,JU- 

ter a reign of fcarce four years, rengjttngfwtth hit ItftmV 
a crown which he obtained if many valorous exploits*£nd mg-' 
nified by fuch ads of popularity and Suffice, as jgjfend^^*5 
his memory to the comnvTns of Denmark. 4£ran*iflcd,fays 
Fantanus, the furname of Emund, TrUrn his courage and the 
dangers he had furmountelr j and ^f, PHprtfert, from his^ltnr 
and fwiftnefs, accordihg to Meurjms and other Waged by the i 
TThe royal family being almoft exttndf in t &uptl 0 n jmT 
grd*t difputes arofe in the diet about the fucceffion. owe 
propofed S'U.'tn, the natural fry* of." * late king; others am^ 
fupported th^jclaim of Canute , Ton tWAfagnus, and grandfon 
to Eric j while* party, headed™ ChriJItern , of whom# 
we have made mention in the late “tfviUwjc.y-c.poufed. the 
caufe of Voldemar , the fon of Canute king of tf\S Vandajp bj* 
his wife Ingtbirga. Tib:.'* vi'ele many reafonable objutioftf 
ftarted agajnft all thp^hree candidates: the firft was 
fon to a prfni^^ho was himfelf the. fruit Qf an ill^gitimatl 
embrace : the fecond was a minor,' and the fon of* i prince 
detefted by fhe people, on account of the murder of their fa* 
vourite Canute, and banifhed the kingdom by a folemn dec?: 
of.thfcdiet: and laftly, the third was fo young, that dr^jful 
c'onfequences were apprehended from fo long a minority at 
muff enfue from his ele&ion. However, the influence and 
addrefa of Cbrijiiern furrtiounted this laft difficulty, as the peo¬ 
ple were greatly difpofed to favour the offspring of a perfottj 
they had perfectly Adored. He fent privately for Ingtburga, 
and introduced her and her infant 9 ion to the people, with a 
pathetic fpeech, reminding them of the noble virtues of hi9 fa* 
ther. The effc£l was fudden, and the diet, with one vrice, 
proclaimed him king; but Ingeburga , aware of the dand&sTo 
which the child mull; be expofed by this exaltation, wouio by 
no perfuafions content to bis eleftion, until a regqnt fliould be 
appointed. She farther irafted, that the regent fhould adlu- 
ally enjoy the badges and authority of majellly during his na¬ 
tural life i that his ambition might be gratified, and all caufe 
for confpiring againft the life of her fon, k$oved. This 
was a wife precaution fuggefted by maternal teiiu^gefi, that 
probably fecured the crown afterwards to Voldemar .Too ftre- 
nuoufly did file maintain this point, that EtJi, furqamed the 
Lamb , from the mildnefs of his difpofttion, was cbofen'regent, 
or rather eolleagee to Voldemar, and foie king diling the 
young prince’s minority. He was the fon of Hacqnin, who 


Ibid, etiam Font an. & Msuas. loc. citat. 
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daughter,' and related to Eric the 
Is Ton Harold (A), 
i gave rife to his elevation; for his 
i^treme love of peace and tranquility, 
le^^bhion flight tempt him to diflu^b 

* \j I C Vh /untamed the LAM 2?. ( 

’ t ^M'RiC / had fcarce afcendedVbe throne, when the-Jiviflins' Eric V/ 

anr&ng the clergy broty* ^frefli with redoubled vigexir .fur»atitd 
E/frit,. bifliop o f Rofchi.it, as loon‘as death had ^zrnoved Eric, the Lamb, 
'who was the greateft cymacle to his afpiring views, went over 8c/A king. 
teJS£6nen, «rdihy-the Junfent, and even at the perfuaiion of the A - 
tants, q^iimed th^title and authority of primate, with- 11 39* 
\aining, or indeed atfiehsgi^ ^.r.niffion of the new king. 

: /i^ple were enamoured of the laU archbiflaop j and as Ecdefta/U - 
tfchil w\s his relation, they ftrenuoufly int»%fed*‘tnat the dig-t cal dijputct 
mty (houli be kept in the family. This induced Eric, for * renewed* 
named the Lamb, to maintain the pretenftons of Rico, b ihop 
oLJjlefuuick^ patronized by the late king, »and likewife to curb 
the^jnbition and infolence of Efchil. Obferving, howevpr* 
the otmViacy with which the whole province of Schonen el- 
poufed his <gaufe, and that degrading him would necefiarily 
be attended wid| a civil war, he dropped the defign rather 
than difturb the tranquility of the kingdom. The difpute 
about this archbifihopric of Luttden was thfe firfl occafion the 
kings of Denmark had to ;epent their having inverted their 
turbulent prelates with temporal authority, and elevated them 
to fuqh a pitch of grandeur, as rendered them haughty, info- 
lent, £nd even dangerous to their fovereigns. In fome mea- 
fure^ttT'grtffify Rico for his disappointment, JSric made him 
chancellor of Denmark , and gave him th^bifhopric of Rof- 
child , vacantly the removal of Efchjf b . 

* Amidst thefe tranfadiofls, Olaus, the fon of Harold , who 
efcapcd the maflaore in which his brothers perifhed, by order of 
the late king, now return'd to Sweden , and publicly demanded 
Jhis h\hef fjjsEtt that had been confilcated. This the king 
rlWlid^ ^ading ^law {mfled in the reign of Frotho the Great * 

* Saxo, 1. xiv. fc Saxo, ibid. Pont ax. L v. 

(A) GrammatEus,Ponta/ius, and the alliance arofe by the mar- 
Mturjttu, make ofe of the word riage of Eric’s fon, and not by 
am/anguineui, to exprefs this- any mixture of blood with Eric 
affinity, though improperly, as himfelf i.i 1. 

. (i) Vii, A*B. ctlat. Hid. 
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'The Rifory qf Veamfftkt 

by which the eft&tcs W all perf&ns who Jrtft taken up afaft 
againft their king ahd country, y|er* foifrited to 
Oh us finding that he could not av^ilUhimkff of intrafty, law,; 
or force, had recourie to plots aiyl Apn ( ftj(racij^/ 1 He endfifw, 
voured one nigjjit to afl*a(inatc the Vifig m lui^M-chamber ; 
j*it was prevented by the? <ards, fr^r» whom |£~e&.aped with 
L di3iculty, and fled a kco.id ^..^tnfco SioeaK. * 
thdMce into Stboncn, he levied fortes* affiimed thqba^al dignity,, 
any* prepared to invade the whole kmgaom. Eftty notwith- 
ftJklina'his quarrel with tfic king, raifed forces to of^fe 
him, and V ’rformed the par^f^ i/gal fubjedf, but unfuccw^- 
fully ; for b? ng defeated in' the field he retreated to Lundm % 
and was there! 1 befeged by Ohm. />$tr defending the city, 
which was fecund by no walls,, with fillt brhew 
length, from the fcaicity of provHiops, forced^o furrep^°^N 
upon honoui«tle ttrirm Gome‘venters fay that he wa^fakev^ 
pnfoner, ^nd difmiiVjp, after iwearmg allegiance X& r J£L *'„ 
which 01 th he* broke as foon as Eric's army came near enough 
*0 pru*cit him. He offered his fervices to this prince, and 
took it upoh him to cruih the rebellion, provided his majefty 
wou.d furntfh him With a futtable army, which was realty 
g, anted. As foon as the prelate found himfelf at th^ head 
of a foinuJable bpdy of men, he went in fearch of the ene¬ 
my, who did not decline battle. Here he was a /econd time 
►yanquifhed, and returned*to the king with apologies that were 
cafily admitted, as hjs misfortunes could not be attributed xcf 
want of loyalty. But to unfktlfulnefs in a profeffion no way 
appertaining to the chara&cr of b dignified prelate c . 

OLAUS, elated with his two victories, began now to a£> 
fume the king in reality. He plundered all the effe£ls belong¬ 
ing to Eric and EfJnl ; depofed the latter fron^his^archbishop¬ 
ric, and placed another in his room ; revoked all The decrees 
made in this and the laft reign *, and lafily, fencing his army 
into winter-quarters, making Lundett the repofitory of their 
arms, he went over to Scbonm wilh only a few attendants, as 
if the war had be^n wholly ended, and himfelf in quiet pof- 
feflion of the throne. This imprudent feett^tv would have 
wrought his definition, had not fortune intctp^c^ for his 
fafetyi for E'ic receiving intelligence of lyj t§tal eegleit of 
military duty, col led ed a forull body of*re> As, and palling 
over in the night, attacked the enemy juft as their camp was 
rtadv to break up, and while every thing was jp tfie utmoft 
confufion and diforder. The confequence was a complete 
vi&ory, having taking four of Olaus's generals, difperfed his 
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frq£whence he foon returnj 
Httrcto Eric, in which hey as 
:. defeated at *GHmJlorp. Nor did this dcftrojlhis 
- . ' *. ^waysdifpirit him j # for we are told, that ini’ 

"fjme campaign he fought no left than twelve ohitintrf^bat^fs 
/•with Eric, in all of which-rie ,va*jnf«cccftful. Iyhad indeed 
jatLadmirable talent at ac^mmodatiog himfclf to *rcumftanccs, 

^nd retrieving th^>iit.qaJfon of affairs, after fhey nad been given 
-by all ^Ecr men ; but he never ftuck at the 
(W®, whether honourable, or : his whole ^bje£t was fuc- 
tclsni .whatever manner it was obtained. Finding therefoieOlaus a 
tjr: ’ttempts in Scbonen would be vain, be pafledover fud- Jicond time 

> enly imfo Zealand* and was here defeated by Rico, bifhop oi’defcatcd. 
JRjofchild. Determining however to have his revenue, he g&ve" 
out that he had quitted the ifland, and concealed himfelf with 
:*4iongparty of defperadoes in a wood adjacent to Rico *s pa- 
lac'.* , This he attacked furioufly in the night; but finding 
.the doofs too ftrong to be forced, he called out for fire to con- 
fume the budding. Rico upon this demanded a parley, which 
being granted, he was going to remonstrate with Olaus , when 
he was treacheroufly (lain by his order, #before he had well 
puled through his own gate. * 

After this'infamous aCtihn Olaus returned to Scbonen be¬ 
fore Rico's death could be known there ; but Eric took his 
meafures fo well, that he had almoft put an end to the war by 
a fudd^n atjgck on the enemy, in which Olaus narrowly ef- 
caprtJ‘ p 15e!ng made prifoner. This was oply a fhort refpite ^ aus 
from the fate;which impended ; for he was foon after de-/ <3,w * 
feated and ilain in a bloody Rattle fotfght juft as he was upon 
^hepoint of quitting Scbonen b . 

This dangerourrival being removed, Eric applied his at¬ 
tention to compiling the If ate of the kingdom, greatly dif- 
irbe d bv fh!J*tedious war. He married the fifter of the hi- . 

men , remu nerated the nobles with fome beneficial \ xxc J al j s 
grants of eftateWSSfeited in the late war, for the zeal and l , nt ° in 
fidelity with which they had ferved him, and diftinguifbed^"/^ 

, himfelf by many a£ts of piety, juftice, and popularity, until^^,, 
# at length he fell into an inactivity and indolence, that greatly 
'impaired his reputation. To redeem bis charader he fitted 
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out a fleet againlbtbA.fWia/i, ribo Ttbfiqpi tbeijr pine)( 
but a lazy humour had now fo llrojigl 
loitering on .the coaft of Ztalaw wit 
watch, he was furprifed by the en ^ 
ftrifoner. It is fuppofed fhat his ft idpeft foi^Jl^oun^ qufen 
fhd totally emasculated h&s. mind.ynd' rendef ftCA m jtviiffe- 
Hf’t to every confideratiorrbk.? doqiqfic relici^nTw^e^ he in- 
duVed to an excels of wealcnek,, He now tMUtpefTHbinv 
aft/r his fhameful flight, without agair#atremptlr^jb wiptf off 
thf^’.if^jace, or reprefs the itffolence of thofe barbarians, Np£t' 
year he wifc/eized with a fever, of ^hich he died, leaving fee 
reputation oka prince endued with effellent natural qualities^ 
were they not* :orr«ptcd, and at laft ajliterajfd by a fliametul^ 
indolence, the consequence of too uxoiqcpa adifpofition. fRqh^* 
death-bed he was weak enough to put f»n a monk's habit 
ing upon that us a fure pafljfoA^to'itb-e manfions of blify 
in this apparel aflembled his nobility round him, deliwlripgtd 
.them his kepter. ‘ Yet though he refigned the badgef of ai^ . 
fheyity, he could not bear to hate a fucceflor mentioned j 
for when that was propofed by one of the nobility, in order 
to put a (top to the incurfions of the Vandals , he turned rouqd 
in wrath, and expired with (entiments of refentment 6 (.$)• 

r 

c Helm. Chron. Slav. 1. i. c. Ixviii, 

*' • 

# * 

(A) It deferves notice that not Lamb (i); though it if 
Helmode affirms tfciS prince's probable he might have re"- 
furname was Sfrac (intimating geived the former appellation 
an authority fomewhat inferior after the death of £ric t and the 
to the badges of majefty) and other before. 

(i) Htlm. Chron, Slav. /. 1. e. Ixviii*, 


S $ C T. V. 

ft 

Wherein tbe Hiftory is brought doteu to the jtcc0op 
of Canute yi. ip the TearStf>i % 

S W BN IV. and C Z NUKE'V 

WfCP 

(Swen IV. O N the death of Eric V. the kingdom was divided 
?nd Car ^ among th|ee perfons, each enjoying a fovereign and 
ytute V. equal authority. Thpfe are the words of the Dauijb writers, 
though it appears in fad, that Valdemar was Hill in bis mino¬ 
rity, and enjoyed no part of the fupreme authority. The 
£ eqland«rs l at the Sttno, a perfon of great influ- 



efpoufcd fllw*, fc^F tt\Eric Emend, and 

cbolehim AUii| iThe Jutlanders, however, favoured 
the fon of WagnusAnd actbrdingly elected him for their 
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his,minotpra;- nor did|he Vt all enjoy either the enfigr 
. thority df % monarch. He was educated indeed as th 
s apparent and immediate fucceffbt to the crown,Jpf^Boafe- 
»,hol’d and liberal appointments, but* bore no fwy in the ad* 
-nurrtftration •. •. h • f 

• TtfE confcquei<ctra,this partition of power was an imme- A weir 

between 'die rivals Swen and Canute , that again breaks out 
qpfyved the nation in aVrij'ijjffsr. The lattef taking ad van- between 
tage of Swen's abfence in Schonen, where he was levying an Swen and 
rimy, 1. waded Zealand , reduced it, and drew EfchilZ the arch- Canute, 
uifhop, into hisrintereft f whence it appears, that this pre # * 
late was not put to death in the former reign, a? Tome hifto* 
nans alledge. Endeavouring to join Cqnute in Zealand , the 
primate was taken, and, by order of Swen, inclofed in a cage, 
ana&fpended in the fteeple of his own cathedral, expofed to 

* the derifton of the populace, afterwards tmprifoned, and at 
length difmlffcd at the requeft of t!\p pope, who interceded # 
for his fon. * 

. As foon as Swen had completed his levty, he embarked his 
army for Zealand, determine! to drive the ertemy out of the 
ifland. Both Irmies willingly came to an engagement, fought 
with the utmoft obftinacy, and made terrible flaughter, until 
vi&ory, long hqyering in fufpence, at laft embraced the caufe 
of Sijwi, ?J»d brought him fuch an advantage, that his rival 
was* compelled to retire to Jutland. , 

Pope Eugenius this year publifhed an edi£t, ftri&ly enjoin- A D 
_ ing all Chriftian princes to combine Igainft the infidels, which ,,. g! 
brought about a temporary reconciliation between Swen and 
Canute, that end# in a confederacy and junction of forces Swen and 
igainft the V^dfals, whollill adhered to their pagan idola^y. Canute 
- SfsgjK^bad ine allies arrayed on the enemy's coaft, when they reconciled, 
were joinfll byfotEaxons, and now the fleet was divided into and march 
three fquadronsTwho were to make their feveral attacks. agaiufithe 
Swen was unfortunate} for the inhabitants of the ifle of Ru~ vandals* 
gen, in alliance with the Vandals, deftroyed a great part of his 
■ fleet by a fudden fally. Terrified with this lots the Danes re* 
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fenbarked. 


imbarked, and, without any farther atte&p*, returned home} 

, ' upon which the civil difcord wn again revived between the* 
The civil rival princes. Swen, by hid late J defeat,’ was now inferioft'h' 
war again ftrength to his enemy ; which siefciency he determined tb 


art of $ar. 
mnefcjQrtd 
liable, and 
y 1, Zealand, 
led dfially 


breaks 0 »rlicompenfate by all the precautions pdgfcffted 
vie fet about fortifying Rsfchild inVhe 'llron 
‘ Canute refolved to impedt4 , -;*-'wrp as muci 
maintain his fuperiority. AdcosdTogly be paflec 
attacked the city, took the governor, Ifcho comm 
'O^heJjefiegcd, and, after 'putting out his eyes, andf plunder-' 
ing f»ie cflj. he reimbarked for Jutland, to Recruit his artny< 
ana prepareyor giving battle to SwenX. _ y ^ 

In a (horrcim^he retuirned, and tieetin|Tiis rival at 7vbr- 
Jler , a bloody battle was fought, tha^aeffaiinated trv 
Canute vantage of Swen. Now Canute was foot only forced to$Sa«W 
defeated, don Zealand, hut before his rflbwMar Jutland, was deferfecKy 
two of the chief nobility, whofe weight and valour provc&of the 
utmoft importance to his antagonift. To this lofs was addt 
,th$ influence of young Voldemar, how of age, who, out < 

. hatred to the fon of his father’s murderer, declared in favoup 

of Swcn, and accepted from him the government of SlefwUl* 
Valdemar that had formerly belonged to his noble father. Young, fyal- 
declaresfer demar’s natural vigour, the influence he poflefled in confcquence 
Swcn. of the people’s antdion for his parent, and the forces he drew 
, together, enabled Swen to retaliate upon his p : vaf, and, in his 
turn, to projedl the invafion of his dominions c . Valdemar 
was accordingly 4 provided with a fleet, and ordered to make a 
defeent on Jutland } the firft expedition he had ever under¬ 
taken. His courage and ardour to flgnalize himfelf foon in- 
fufed a fpirit of intrepidity in his troops, that made them as 
defirous of battle as their young leader. THl opportunity of¬ 
fered, and Valdemar embraced it with a chearfulnefe thdTptog- 
Canute nofticated a happy event. Canute was totally defeated ; his 
again eh- whole army taken, kille^, or difperfed, and himfelf obliged 
fated, to fly for lhelter to his ftepfather^ Suerco king of Siueden- 

SPVEN, being thus freed from all app^henflons about his 
rival, refumed the war againft the iVanda/sS&ho had become 
mke infolent by the late rcpulfe they had gwbi^the Danes . 
and by the civil difcord that rent thte mifcrable peqple7 cr fm- 
petuofity and fire, mixed with a certain difl^lbn of mind and 
inconftancy, diftinguifhed the character of Swen, This ren¬ 
dered the war irv general unfuccefsful, though he fucceeded 
in'all his attacks upon the barbarians. As he never followed 

* Saxo Gram. 1. xiv. Mburs, l.iv. 6 Pontait. 1. v. 
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ftis ftroke, they altvays agfin made hero, and were as infolent 
at the end of Szuen 9 s hpftle operations as before *. < 

9 DtJ^iNO thefe' trarifaftions, Canute, leaving the court of 
Sweden," went to P%land\o folicit afliftance, and from thence 
fb$tfxemr}*1hVboth'j^i)fdn places he met wnh fair p «>inifjn, 

the unfortunate; ^nd at Ungtlwto 
the of Bref*fn- f ^)^' yrecavt ^ him into his #r&- 

tedffbrti.* 7n is prelate* faring been deprived pf fomc Privi¬ 
leges he claimed in Denmark, vow <! reven^tm and 

affiftedV - fute with all his power. He likewife igpt 'fully 
perfona to foBnd the inclinations of the "Jutl'i* t'*s, Tivnb all 
declared they would Kite arms in favour of t^rir piinrc, the 
*mpm*enT H? apoeareo i with a proper %ce *o p'ottef them, 
jfch.‘ ^ the y were forifmg their levies. They did rot deceive 
ji in witn talfe hopes $ for the moment he- atrived, incredi- 
(Sftl numbers"^flocked tef ’..l.-ftandard; and Su»n, finding him- 
felf inferior in the field, took all neceflaiy precautions for 
(landing a fiege in TP'iburg. Canute pitched his camp before Cinute 
the city, laid dole fieee to it, and in time ted .ted the gasri „n a , n 
ion to great (freights for want of provifions. Sum icfolud udes 9 
in this emergency, to rifque every thing, rather than fall inu Jem iark, 
ihe hands of his rival. Accordingly, attended by young Val - ard be- 
demar , he Tallied out in the night upon,the enerrv’j ra*^ J te & es 
when a bnfk adfion enfued. 1 he befieged fought with V «. ,a 
defpair of*persons who had all at (fake, and the belicgcrs detc*- Wiburg. 
mined not to be difgraced by a handful of men. Both Siven 
and Voldemar performed miracles of vtil<jur; but efprcally 
the young prince, who was prefent wherever danger and glory 
called. Fortune feconded their btavc efforts; Canute's army 
was intirely defeated, his camp pillaged, the fiege raid'd, and 
himfelf forced to fly with a few attendants into Saxony b . 

, -W theTnean time, the Vandals had invaded burn- The Van- 

ing and de(froying the country with all \he fury of incenfed dais de- 
barbarians; but Stven , marching # again(i them, drove then \feated,and 
out of the ifland. after (defeating them in a pitched battle . a l#°* 

To prevent tlfuture depredations, he granted, with th nt a Jf e ^ tu 
confent of thr4iobiljty* the power of making rcpridls to all f avour °f 
his fubjedby^who had fuftained loflcs bv their dcicents andP rivat,er *' 

Thefe privateers at firft ccmpoled but a fmall fqua- 
dron ; out Ibryfuccefs fo encoui Aged others, that in a (nort 
time they became a formidable armament, undf-i the conduct 
of one Vithemar. Their power rendered tb m no lefs a 
grievance 6b Denmark than the Vandals themfelves; for whire- 
ever they met with a (hip lit for their purpolc, they thought 
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paid down her value ^to the owner! Other abufes bad like* 
wife crept in, which rendered it neieilary for Swen to compiW 
a certain fet of laws to regulate tttir c^ndua. What thefet^ 
ere, hiftory does pot inform us: l/fr&rconly told, that they 
pfcved extremely beneficial and tlutafry} 
wmch it was long before town 

ancltnt fplendor, and trade roiovettu its wonte_ mjo-— - 
4NUTE in the meantime wasinot idle *a|sr ufjng 
evef • art to induce the Saxau to fupport him,* nb went to 
EmfdkT^k^ re he met with* feme encouragement, from 
eager defire wfeh which he found the people pofiefied of reco¬ 
vering their utyal liberty, as thev imfcined^/heyCioulH’^JK" 
reward of the Cervices they proposed d<jhg Canute, Should.bt 
be fo happy as to be retaliated in the nirone. A<J5hsfil ajf3jfl| 
was foon raifed ’ m but there wantedLaJieet to trarfTport it UrteM 
Slefwick. A few ihips were therefore obtained from that 
dutchy, an3 every thing threatened the nation with a new 1 
ciyil war. Nor was Swen lefs diligent in tatting the proper 
mealures to fupprefs this*infurre£lion. He levied troops with 
fuch expedition, and qiarched them, with Voldemar at their 
head, with fo much celerity, that Canute was attacked, airiT 
the rebellion fupprefled, before it was believed that Swen could 
have intelligence of* the rifing; and thus the unhappy prince 
yas once more driven into exile. After Swen ba<f puniihed 1 
with death the ringleaders, impofed a fine upon the reft, and 
fettled the good orefef of the country, he returned to Den* - 

mark. * • _ , 

CANUTE refolved upon one more effort; and accord¬ 
ingly went to the court of the emperor Frederic Barbarejja, 
craving his affiftance, and promifing, if he fucoreded, to hold 
Denmark as a fief of the empire: an argument whick weighted 
fo powerfully with Barbarojfa, that he cited Swen to appear 
before him. Meurftus fays, that he fent a polite compliment, 
defiring that the king of Denmark would favour him with a 
meeting at Stadtberg , then called Marberg, fe order to renew 
the ancient amity between their prede^flore ; louring him, at 
the fame time, that only affairs of importance prbt^nted him 
from going more than half way. This #mbafiy was extrtiSChrC' 
agreeable to Swen, as it flattered his pride, aqstarifed nis felf-. 
importance. Without hefttation he embraced the propofal, 
and fet out on the taurney, attended by Voldemar , contrary to 
the advice of the lenate and moft prudent perfoneges of the 
Pl fipn. On his arrival at Stadtberg he was magnificently re* 
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ceived at the firft CongrefW but, iji th t feqood meeting, 
dark began to accuie ninJof bavins driven the lawful heir to, 

I *he crown of Denmark oat of tfle kingdom, and ufurped bit 
'throne. Then the^mpc|or propofed, that he fhould hold his 
(Sown upon the famiotfrins offered by Canute, or run tie 
Usteaflt of Mb vengeance? Hetejil him, tha», if he acceded 
the firil| fit'p oild belli! to prevail on Canute tcfflay 

■doWil nis tfms, and all prctenfions, sccept'u^ of 

Zealand/* ft. in equivalent, which he mould hold for hiillife: 
on the Contrary, (hould he prove refra&ory, he threater\d to , 
dhreft him (Swen) immediately of the fyvereignty, -W^confer "V*??** 
it on his rival. Swen perceiving now, whenptoo late, the °{ ,b< 


fnn’re FnKr which he 
debated before 




e hid fallen, zfefired t^at ttfe matter might 
aulic council, or a diet of the princes 
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peror. 


rtfiTeffipire, each cf the parties chufing ap advocate, upon 
whom he fhould reft ’h : « caufe. ’This proppfition Teemed To 
equitable, that Barbaroffa^ afhamed to refufe it^ defired he 
would fix upon his advocate. Accordingly Swen chafe Henry 
Leo , duke of Saxony ; 2nd Canute made choice of the arch** 
bifhop of Bremen. The caufe was debated with great warmth, 
and Leo was near carrying the point for his client, when 
Barbarojfa put an end to the argument, by decreeing, that 
they fhould hold an equal (hare of the fovereignty, as col- ~r 
leagues; a determination with which Swin was forced to ap- p ute 
pear fatisffciL though the injuftice of it was flagrant and n<v tween 
tprious to all the world. In confequence, he was permitted Swen and 
to return to Denmark ; but had no foorfe; arrived at the capi- Canute re* 
tal, than, aflembling his nqhles, he wrote alctter to the emp t-fared i» a 
ror, by their advice; in which he upbraided him for his per- diet of the 
fidy, and violation of the laws of nations and public faith. 

He told hinvthat his confent to his unjuft verdift being ex- ^^. wea 
tpr#-d, herwas determined not to abide by a fentince fo partial r jpV , J t f 
and iniquitous; and that as he had not only obtained the^f” * 
crown by (he election and free choice of his faithful people, 
but likewife held it by-right of conqueft, it was his refo- ^ 

Jution not to pa/ticipate his authority^ with the man he had 
io frequentlvjoinquifhgd; and either to live a king, or die 
in maintaining his right and crown *. 

^-*‘rTTER this he entered upon a treaty of marriage with the 
houfe of Sadqr^y in order the more ftrongly to unite families 
already linked together by friendfhip, neighbourhood, and 
mutual good offices; but this connexion, lays Grammaticus, 
was the bsfiSeof his reputation, and the ruin of the kingdom. 

§yyen began to emulate the luxurious and expenfive manners 

* Vid. 4g& v-wllbid. 
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The ^ipry Denmark, 

of the Saxons. Ttfe Ample homelt coarfe drefs of Denmark 
•was changed for the more fuperb an! coftly ornaments of the 
neighbouring country. The minds yf themobility were ema£ 
culated with foppery, their eftace^ myrad with pomp aigl 
olfmtation, and % the public treafuiv^xjfaufted J>y frivolous 
fllflLv and mere gaudy cxt^nal grader. drefs and 

cqulhape, every other articl^^^ityjJwas chaflfBI for f more, 
cxpeVive method; and the manl) r«.fli<j;ty of thor^nceftors 
laid rfidc for a refined delicacy, better becoming\jvomen 
thanltfi "aMon refpeded only 0 for its valour, hardinefs, and 
rough DolJnhkS. Saxony was in'thofe days to Denmark wb£t 
another nation^ celebrated for the politencfs of, jt§jn*jMKr.s, 
is at prefent to‘‘our/own. Yhe low dh pdjt ion of the ffea- 
fury introduced a train of bare-faced corrections. 
preferments were beftowed, for a certain price, ^>n the meait 
and unwoithy. * Merit was cftimatecT by wealth, and court- 
favour bedewed only upon thofe who could adminifter for a 
time to its prodigality. Religion fell jnto difetedit, with this 
docline of the practice of morality: and it is indeed obfervable, 
that they arc dver infeparablc, whatever drefs (ome enthufiafls 
may lay upon the merits of an implicit faith, in which, ac¬ 
cording to them, confifts true religion a . 

In this condition flood the kingdom on the eve of a war 
with Sweden , from which the pope’s nuncio did ^11 in his 
power to divert Swen. The motives for it were/a grofs af¬ 
front put on the nation by the brutal conduct of John thd 
fon of Suereo kingiof Sweden. This young prince hied vio¬ 
lently earned off the wife of the duke of Holland, raviihed 
her in the mod favage manner, and then difmifled her with all 
poffible marks of ignominy. What the icafons were for fo 
brutal a conduit we are not told; but certain (t is, that 
the whole kingdom of Denmark was fired with the defircW 
revenging fo barefaced an injury j for however corrupted the 
minds of the nobility might be, the nation in general was 
not loft to a fenie of public honour. , 

In the beginning of the winter Swen IccLhis army into 
Finland , where it was fupplied with aK neceftar^ by the vo¬ 
luntary contribution of the inhabitants, who chearfull v of- 
fiered a part of their fubftance to avoid being pi underedoT 
thc whole, and have their country laid in aflRJP'by the fury 
of the Danijb foldiers. Crofting the gulph he made a defeent 
on the coafts of SwAUn ; and the inhabitants flyirjg for (bel¬ 
ter into the mountains, were foon reduced by the pinching 
cold and hunger to hazard a battle, in which they were de- 


a Saxo, 1. xiTT 


urs. 1. iv. 


feated; 



L™y* 
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feated } after which thewubmitted at difcretion. Such was y 
./he confternation into which his arrival had thrown the * 

J whole kingdojn, t!%|t heH would have found it an eafy con- 
tfueft, but that the rvrl nency of the weather rendered ~ 
impoifible for him to k'lp the fiejd, and tfoi badnefs of 
roads, fhtrtvp by thet l'ard fm£v, prevented his penetras 
-into* the country to any d:.tan$F trom the fea-coaft. S 

SWBfi was feared returned to Denmark with bis i] 
when aa infurre&ion in Schonet* required his prefence. Ju\ot 
chufing *to ex*rt force where_ gkntle mcafures prove 

equally efficacious, he demanded ceiTation of/»bftiIities, and 
*a trttetr-rs*! he could hear the grievance, ns foon as the Swen al 
proper fecurities w? r rjpafi'ed, the king, attended with a few of mo j} mu ~__ 
went o7er to the rebels, and harangued to very dtrtd by 
’Tittle effedt /"for they grew more infolent bV his lenity, at- an tnjur- 
tnbuting to fear what was really the refult of his indulgence uflton of 
'and clemency. Prefently he faw himfelf furrounded by armed the pea- 
men, and his 'life in imminent danger; but finding that %11 fonts m 
attempts to efcape would be vain, he again waved his hand, Denmark, 
as a fignal that he wanted to be heard,, but before he had 
fpoke a fyllable, they began pelting him with ftoncs j upon 
which Tocho , a man of quality in his train, called out to them 
to forbear; for he himfelf would take it u£on him to redrefs 
their grieva^es, and, if the ktngihpuld oppofe it, would be 
thjk firft man 4 to lead them on to his deftru&ion. Perfectly 
fptjsfied with this aiTurance, the tumult c cpafed, the mob dif- 
perle2V"afid every man returned peaceably fo his own home, 
to the infinite” fatisfaftion of the king, who was brought into 
very critical circumftances by thefe headftrong peafants a . 

As foon as the king was fet free, he fhewed his refentment 
of ri)is impudent attack upon his life, by deftroying the whole 
country, which he burnt to the ground, reducing the unhappy 
natives to the mod extreme mifery. He permitted the fol- 
diers to indulge themfelves in every kind of excefs, and to 
commit the mod Shocking barbarities: a conduct not to be 
juftified, even b/ the caufe of his refentment. But his ufage , 
of Tocbo, who'had been the immediate inftrument of his fafe- Swen s * n " 
♦w—^mits of no apology or palliation: it was the bafeft in* & ratItu e ‘ 
gratitude, and what alone fufficicntly ftigmatizes his me¬ 
mory to the lateft pofterity. This boneft courtier, moved 
with the diftrefies of the deplorable fufererg, and with feeing 
innocence irvolved indiscriminately in the ruin of the guilty, 
ventured to intercede for them; a piece of humanity which 
the king conftrued into treachery, lor which he ordered him 


■ Pontan. 1. 


to 



fttu/e of 
Canute, 


fo be put to death, as a perfon who had cottnived afr tod 
fomented the rebellion f ( 

Valdemar This laft aftion was fo unpopular, thtft airmen began to 
t/pcu/ts tht jv,erve from their affe&ion, and Valdemar bimfelf puB- 

* aule of r ' 1 ( - r ‘ r '— J ^ ather than lee a wrong* 

his fub- 
. ,<if"fuch 
Suerco king of. StUrden 
to his daughter Sophia to wife, who was, likewife 

fitter tneVame venter Jo Canute . As VaMemar did not 
feem very inchnable to the match, as the lady pottetted no 
dowry in Denmurk ,„ Canute willingly made dver tdhTmVttiird 
of all he fhould acquire, if fortune prated favourable. Tfrp 
terms were accepted, and the marriage ccncludedffjy m«n^ 
of which thefc vwo princes were connected in the fame caufe, 
•by treaty, affinity, and intereft, the moft powerful of all 


ties 


This affair being concluded, they both returned to Z«- 
land\ and Canute , leaving Valdemar to make preparations 
there, went himfelf to Jutland. Swen t having intelligence of 
thefe proceedings, tried every meafure to recal to his intereft 
. young Valdemar , tp whofe courage, prudence, and popula- 
n « rity, he was no ftranger. For this purpofe he went to him 
mark Rmgfladty and expottulated with him on breach pt 1 
truft, and the perfidy of uniting himfelf with Suerco t tie 
avowed enemy of 'Denmark. He then produced a.,forg£tt 
anonymous letter wrote to him, <with a view of "*3ifluadin. 
Valdemar from engagements replete with diffimulation and 
villainy, contrived for his ruin. Voldemar's apprehenfion was 
quick, and immediately penetrated into the Artifice of the 
king. Upon which he gently upbraided him for^contrifa’ng 
fo mean a piece of cunning, vindicated his own conduct, 
and lamented the meafurfs which had forced him fcr the 
public. good to relinquifh his engagements to his majetty, 
concluding with a (hort recapitulation of hidyown fervices ami 
Swen’j the return they met with. Swen, full of relcntment at the 
tnatbtry. young prince's freedom of fpeech, ordered him to be fur- 
rounded by the foldiers, and carried off prifoner; buc^tni* 
they refufed out of refpe£t to Valdemar ; which the 
king returned in a fury to Re/child, and the prince joined 
his affociate in Jutland. 

His relation of this tranfa&ion to Canutey had ftSfch an effeft 
on the Jutlanderiy that they all called out for arms to revenge 
the indignity; but Vildtmar, whole courage was equalled 


* Mevrs. ibid. 


* PoNTAN. 1. V, 
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by his prudence and patrifcifm, endeavoured to siftage their y a lde^ 
omffions, by reprefentlng ipe horfors of a civil war, in terms mar’/m- 
J8» pathetic, tfyt th«^r Idttlthe conduct of their affairs whollv deration, 
T to> him. It was hisVu|t^ntk>n to compromife their differ? and a par- 
•aces, ana ^ocure a partition qf the fovdreignty withe Jxtitionmad* 
fhpdding the blood of P the^ Accordingly he rjt\ of the 

fecond time, each tJet% attended with a numbft * of Ea^douu 
troC^rnhd ./die iffuehwas, that Denmark fhould be divided 
^between Seven, Canute, and Voldemar ; but we arc nq rjac- 
quainted with /he provinces 'ifllfened to each, o'^yFfit the 
Jutlanders and ylefwickers infiften upon bein$r* {Governed by 
raldrtnar b . •»,. » ,, 

Public tranquility being eftablilhed upon this footing. Vandals 
"jvuen attacked the- Vandals, who during the late troubles had invade 
made a defect on Zealand, and penetrated the gates of Denmarli 
Rofcbild. They had alfo invaded Funen, Faljlria^ Laaland, a fd de- 
aftd the fmaller iflands, which they entirely reduced, carry- 
ing off a prodigious booty. There was no fecurity of proi ® wen * 
perty on any of the coaffs of Denmark , while thefe freebooters 
roved about the fea at pleafure, and carried terror and defla¬ 
tion wherever they came. Swen checked them for a time, by 
a flight defeat they met with; but finding every part of his 
dominions infulted, he called in Henry Leo, Huke of Saxony, to 
■/f^afliftancoic.promifing him a fubQdy of fifteen hundred., 
poinds of pure gold, if he would co-operate in fupprefling 
thqbarbarians. Henry firft demanded ikd money, which being 
paiawitn v/eat difficulty, he intirely negledled his engage¬ 
ments, ana applied himfelf wholly to promote pomp, luxury, 
and pleafure at his court, at that time the moft brilliant in 
Europe. The people were fo enraged at Swen, that they 
wifhed.for the opportunity of depoftng him. They exclaimed 
that he had difhonoured the nation, by purchafing with im- 
menfe Aims of gpld that tranquillity their anceffors ufed to de¬ 
mand $y arms c . - 9 

SWEN, imagiryhg that the difaffe&ion of his fubjeffs 
was * fomented by Valdemar and Canute, neglected the Vandal 
war, in order to have his revenge on them. He could have 
biq little dependence upon the force of arms, and therefore 
chofe to Have recaurfe to diffimulation and treachery, as the 
leaft dangerous method. Intending a viflt to Conrade, his /£ i a y S m 
father-in-law, who refided in Saxom , he yropofed to Val-trap far 
demur to accompany him as far as Slejwick , the government Valdc- 
»of which he had obtained. Valdemar, though he knew the mar. 
treachery of his difpofltion, yet generoufly accepted the pro- 

* Sax<TGram. 1. xiv. “' * Mavas. 1. iv. 
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pofrd, believing th*at no man woulf be fo difhopourable at to 
r be guilty of fo flagrant a breach ofljhofpitality apd faith. On 
their arrival at SUnity Swen fent to )j<mraf]f to jftve him notice 
S his purpofc, and defiring he woUd.^^ice rorafures to fe$vre 
perfon of Voldemar \ but Conraai^ honourably gt&dtned the 
r u ne f s > faying, that he hV ratherthimielf, hi* fon-inls^w, 

tbe anadaugbter, Ihould fufFer ij^.noft ignominious and.excru- 
jnare. ciatTig death, man commit an a&ioix which ..^;oa?d tidier 
them unworthy to live. Valdemar , efcaping through the in- 
tegntjy j'^^onradey went ii^r-.piately to Canute it)/ “Jutland 5. 
and, finding ^hcre was no reliance on the pp>mifes of Sweet* 
began to lev? forces. It w,as now that $1- fuff rtflumed the. 
badges of m.ijclfy, and not until he wag forced to it irf felf- 
defence. Stun, hearing of their prcpdl^icyis, began to en** 

1 ter Upon meafuies to fubdue them by force : pcsjcivmg, how*' 

ever, that the Sifrcclions of the people were wholly alienated, 
he retired • firit wirh his wife and fon to Faljlre , and then to 
Saxony , contrary to the advice of all,his friends*. 

^ 1 r C A NUTE and Voldemar* who were yet unacquainted 

flight, tranfported their army into Zealand , 


dicatts the 
throne. 


with 


the kind’s 


where, meeting with no reliflance, they affumed the fame 
fovereignty they h id done in 'Jutland* and received the alle¬ 
giance of the people. In the fame manner they obtained pofr 
feflion of the reft of the kingdom, while Swen ^ed an exi^ 
r with his father-in law in Sa&cny j after whofe 'death he wftnt 
to the court of duk & Henry* and made him the 010ft liberal 
offers, if he would affife to ic-eftablifh him in his 
Endea- In this manner three years elajJfed from his fitft abdication ; 
vourstore- but now Henry* excited cither by his large promifes, or emu- 
eever tt by ] ouS D f t h e honour of reftoring an unhappy e^ile, gave orders 

/£«*Saxons t0 l ' lc w ^° obeyed his authority, to eq’jip a [yodi- 

gious fleet, and invade Denmark ; himfelf determining to 
march at the head of a Saxon army, and body of auxdiaries, 
fent by the aichbifhop of Bremen^ by land. Hathwhx like- 
wife, in hopes of recovering a paternal eftate which he claimed 
in Denmark , joined him in perfon, attended by a conflderable 
body of troops. Swen was to pay Him a fum of money when 
the army Ihould advance to Dancwark , the ftrong wall jfljfed 
acrofs the neck of land that fepara tefSlefwuk fronpDenmark 
Proper. Accordingly Henry marched through 'Holjlein* with¬ 
out offering any injury ro the inhabitants. On his arrival at 
Danewark he fbuhd it (Irongly garrifoned, and fjie officer de¬ 
termined to difpute his progrefsj but, imagining that money 
would effect what force could not, he offered the Dane a 


* Gk.smJ. ibid. 
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? %nd* would h 
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*f DeUrt^j' f4 y 

Gttft placet on the false ndonth in tlie year following, a. ]>. 

\m of a dif after eery oppofite to his father’s, * 11 <7* 

A fikd thl throne with great reputation, and 5 
eftsWbul for t^e unhappy civil wars whicf 
led fuclf J. number\>f claimants *. t 

gotNn a fmall 1-olLto Jutland., and imma* 
m^^femblcC JflictV the ftatcs at IVib Irg, 
thw lghofe people thence tranfaftion at \Zf- 
,/iewcd troth tfee wound he received in the thigh, 
was ftruggling wvthj*r\illain Thitlef, def- 

bm the rank of anobltfi|an »the chtirafter of an 
tfight of the Wound affembly cried out 

with'one''VOlte for .revenge, and ohekjp m?ir lives and for¬ 
tunes to Wh?g t&conjiign punifhrhent Su/rA the moft perfidi- 
(jpu^of ill ngpi: upon which Voldemar twnked them for 
vftuS attachment, and affuring them that h^would take up 
arms, not fo much with a defire to avenge hi$ JWn private in¬ 
jury, as the public inful(, dtfmiffed the diet b .f 
- Now Denmark was again thrown into the utmoft confu- Another 
lion, before the people had well breathed from <hc hardlhips civil'war 
of the late civil war. Nothing was to be fee*but the tumult ***• 
of war, or heard but the din of arms. Va%mar well knew 
that Swen would not flop with this abortive attempt upon his 



fels 

Aftei 


ouc t Leama, ami tne otner dominion* of 

jvVich he fuddenly befieged witnhisfleet,Cutting off all 
intercoune between the iflands, in hopes of obliging them to 
furiendenup Voldemar, who, he doubted not, lay concealed 
in fome/f the remote skirts of the iflands. The more cffec- 
revefft his efcape, he ordered all the boats and vef- 
coafts to be perforated at the botttxn and funk, 
he had all the fens, woods, and caves, diligently 
but without meeting with* Voldemar, who was now 

S d of apoyerfjd army, ready to march and pumfh his 
Siven had even the prefumption to order proclama- 
madc, that Canute and Voldemar, in defiance to all 
b^Ttghts of hofpitality, had laid a fnaire for his life i but this 
palpable §nd notorious falfity ferved only to render him more 
odious to the* people, already too well acquainted wi'ii ms 
charafter e . 

Finding that Valdemar had efcaped to Jutland, he made a 
defeent on th?t coaft, but found it fo well defended that be was 
* forced to retreat. Next year he was invaded in his turn) 

* Meurs, 1. iv. b Portan. 1. v. « Saxo Gram. 
i. xiv. 
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Swen Je- firft hw fleet was defeated, afterwards Funen tak . 
feaud and the two armies coming to genepal adipo^ hp^u defeated 
Jlain. and (lain in the purfuit, ej»deav£urin^to •'h^nceil himfeffi; 

y mid It the rufhes which bordered aijjlal(f> n$a yGranthead, the ; 
place where thif- victory was obtained. A;T|ng^kd>'|frfcii, r ; s$ * 
was Tbitlejf, who coulU, jo^gfeape thft toldie%^en»eiria^>C^J. 
wl^ executed upon thc^pot^P-puniIhittepe-di^ 
villainy of his attempt bafeiy to martyr twe priipfofer 
linwp merit. v * : - 

month 

demar came to tbj (pl^poijpflion of the cwwri.oxrDinmc^k, 
after the kingdl/,,1 ft^d been continually t involvrfd In civil wars 
for upwards of j^Vi years. It would beipnnpccfiaiy to fum Ujj 
' the character of eSwen after what has been r'elVffd. Sufficient 

it is, that he vl’as poflefled of talents which might have p- > , r ie-« 
tuated fellcityh'p himfelf, had he known how to apply therm. 
A fickle difpofi-.ion, a falfe heart, and a head bent on con-, 
"trivances and fccret plots, in which he employed the mod in-~ 
famous tools, chaiadterize him from every other prince who 
had fat on the (fhrone of Denmark , and tranfmit his memory 
to poftcrity whh fuch indelible ftains of difhonour as time 
can never efface (A). 


w^jjIP ded all t' e plottf^^-yrkinations of Swa j*. WT the 
of Oiiober irfthejtir 1157, by means’of '& Lf ic\i Val- 


r f y A L D E M A R -a.* 

Valde- Vdt.DElftAR H xfo'it afeending the throne of all Denmfdt, 

mar I. began his reign with feveral acts u of clemency to hdpfnemies, 

8 id kin*, and among them Magnus, natural fon to the late king Eric, 
one of the ftrongefl adherents of Swen. Thofe oiMy he pu- 
nifhed who committed actions worthy of death, Bad they 

Valdemar ^ een ^ r * cn ^ s ' He blamed no man for ailing acceding to 
_* ^ principle and inclination, provided he fought likB’a'^ fierous 

tunned enemy; it was vice, without regard to party,-that */V.the 
fcourge of his difpleafurfe \ t ^ 't 

He next turned his attention to the Barbarians.’ ^ho nad 
never ceafed, from the firft rife of the civil war. to 

t • - <? 

• Saxo Gram. 1 . xv. Pontan. 1 . vi. 4 ** 

* e 

, (A) Meurjius relates, that his been careful to avoid it in bap- 
name was held in fuch detefta- tizing their children (1). By 
tion, that the di*'t came to a his wife Adelbeida, daughter of 
refoludon never to el eft a king Conrad , he left a fon, an only 
•/' °f ^is name » an< I all future child, whole name we are not 1 
’■ 1 kings have, for that reafon, told (2). 


(1) Mturf, /, v. p. $7. (a) Saxo, ibid. 



s 



caafts and 
Invade thi 
adviccof 

& 


WpThAHijfy cfiDtnfpvk 

* ; cf**Dfnmar\. He prepared a fleet to 
: but tje exn^dition was laid afide by the 
, \nd orvaccoijnt ofthe fcarcityof provifion 9 . 
ffckmc* reign\£hprp difputes arol'e amon gf 
~ of Rojckiletxnow vacsyit by the death 1 
w fali'cly >:a\& Aper. Thefe feud% 
foa*»H1je bu. !*jfers,fyho defpifing the kind’s 
>kjr(*ttpfckrtl ^jl.he^r'bis procurator. The 
’aldemar entPfedO^ie city* at head of a body of 
have'*feti5rejl)'’p 
y ngftfcde their fubmiffiorr, anc 
es.\n;alh^*fQm of money. 





mifhe] 
>lur 



their tem/vify; had 
karUy mulled them- 

.- - j -•„„ Jj^fee ordered four of 

tne prmcipa^.dergy, uhc moft cclebra«| pf learning amj_. 
jfietyT to bd'choien candidates, among whoJd was Abh^nt^ bis 
tUJjiend aniMbhool-fellow. One of thefe juas to l>e elefled 
byyallot; and upon a ferutiny it appeared, to |he great fatis- 
faction of Voldemar , that Abfalon was raifed'># univerfalaf- 
fpnt to this high*dignity.• % 

Having thus, by his prudence, terminated jlieccclefiafticaF^ Van 
difputes which had often, particularly in*th‘e lfcrmer reign* dals/a- 
been carried to an open rupture, he refumed %|is intention of tbt 
punifhing the Vandals. Juft as he was preparing to invade/^", 
them, they anticipated him, by making a da/cent on the fmal- ’J lan “ s ‘ 
'HT&DaniJb iflands, from whence they were quickl 
Afjser this they fpread themfelves ovdr the coaftj “ 
a i ?{1 over-run the ifland Faljler , before*a prof 
troopS' wVild be got together to oppojfe fhom. % At length a 
fleet of light fhips was fent < 5 ut under the conduct of Abfalon> 
biftiop ouRofchild ; or, according to Grammaticus , under the 
king in />erfon, # who reconnoitred the enemy in the harbour of 
r ’ f amLfound their armament greatly fuperioii to his own, 
of two hundred and fixty ftout fhips. This 
*>im dafer fighting until a reinforcement arrived, before 
le his fleet was difyerfed b f a ftorm. The fame mif- 
[appened id the fecond fleet he equipped, Voldemar 
)wly efcaping the fury of the waves. Towards the 
ie year, however? he came to a battle with the enemy, 

-.. Totally defeated them, being greatly affifted by Perintme , 
fon to Nicotes t prince flf the Vandals , who embracing Chrif- 
tianity, fought refuge with Voldemar , and was by him made 
governor of the fmall ifles b . This victory was obtained offVandal s 
Rugtn % which ifland the king plundered ariti deftroyed (B). defeated. 

Re- 

b Mauas. 1 . v. 

(B) This ifland is fituated in merania, and at pnefent does 
die Baltic* on the coaft of Po- not exceed nine leagues in 

L 3 length, 
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A. D. Returning honWladcn/ivith than 

li6i.« fleet and renew the war, he was followed byVyation of the, 
bafladors, who fupplicated peaVe wit^' fuch/Tu£|^ ur? y a ]Aeinpr 


Wood king, laying afide hriaiuj^efent ^ 
Their unbridled, infolencetfftowever, 1 ‘drc’; 


v-fc" 





riiat vengeance next yey( fiwn which’ their hiv^* 
laved them at this tinyf. ,i 

tion of arms was grar&ed by Wa '.dkmtir %‘fammiAjti 

that the Vandals lent hack Datnbor^ lltvlr former atr.fa-^,, 
to cor^oliuie the treaty, an^le^Ia^hnftages'fpr i ts /^*-deHve 

fuchas 

fylo’b 

the article of 'A\s inftru&ions was to demand Hdftages'V tA 
which Abjalon rdMied, that the Danes were rf»r accuft«?r\e<* 
to grant fuch^i 4 "ms to their inferiors whom they had v^f- 
quilhed. He acquainted the king with the purport of 
the embafly, w^ji ^hich he was fo offended, that he ordered 
Dombora to quil- his dominions, without giving him any an- 
• fwer. / ' " 

^ jy t Immediately he prepared for war ; but his fleet was lb 
;i6a. l° n 6 windbou/d, that, fearing the confequencesof along 
delay, he endeavoured to prevail on Henry of Saxony, ta 
qhaftife tUe Vandals. Induced by a large fubfjidy, and t!^r 
'hopes of/*.pending his' dominions, Henry acd^pted the pp- 
pofal,«^sU ag&eed to. attack the enemy by 'land, while t^e 
fhe king king fltould dutrefsthem by fea. In confequcnfejthpr%j^i/f 
•ftbeV an- W crc reduced to great extremities, having loft a batje which 
Sals Jlain. they hazarded with the Saxons, and their king, who Was flain 
lighting with great intrepidity, amidft heaps of his flafehtered 
enemies, and difdaining-to turn his back, though jfe vas de- 
ferted by all bin army befides a few faithful guards '■5£i head 
was fixed on a pole by the Saxon fdldiers, carried triumph ^ly 
t0 t * le * r ^uke, *® nt him to the king juft at the tit 
conduit of w jj cn || C was at (upper with Perifiove, t^le fen of the uaceafd 
bu jon. ^hat p r i nc e, after be had paid the tribute due to naLfi 

Ibed tears over the head of his partfnt, faid with moi-tnjO 
ftoical hardnefs, “ that he thanked God for thus puniibing 
impiety,” declaimed the brave Niclotk for his fatherland dif 

length, though it is confidently arm of the lea. It formerly hac 
after ted, that its* dimenfions the ftrong town of Aroma foi 
were formerly larger, being its capital, ruinecl in the yeai 
joined with the little iiland of 1168 by Valdmar , as we lhal 
ijtnden, now feparated by an fee (i). 

(i) VU, Bevdreni Vet. 

{inguifh# 



. duce£ many. of 


ifcariaA by hIVwaht of filial affec* 
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%xturned to, his of* ftrongl>r and wifely implanted in the hy- 
^ Stftt-ftay he swAh' 110 ^ fetfaed difpleafed at this overr 
saa, weft/(Jntly»rebuk\^ tba young prince for hi$ 
tiam he^S,of*natural raling, ai$ ordered the 
sjaanf^ i v /with toe honours d*^ to the valour of the 

fhe^ ^\of ti ieir king, the Vandals 
•tr»ulsAs n g a g c fleet, vvnTbfe they furrounded in 

V haSkbeen driven by a florin. 

fougWfto great^aife^antaie, their large (hips 
t>c ^ gjw eyurtcft; but, anunatpa%^Qf defence of their 
JcingTj^^Rr-QsABged by his example, ti 2 y £!*eonIy repulfed /. 
Wiff aflemyi' but obtainefl a complete viaoj. This, .with' Vandtk! 
T%oatber defqp* they fuflained, compelled 'lem tcTTue for f ue f or 
(peaa in the fame abjeft manner they had qSc before; to f tact ‘ 
which the king acceded upon the terms he ttof Jjht fit to im- . . 
Jpofe, in order that his prefence in Denmar^\L\g\\t appeafe 
fome tumults occpfioned by Efchil , archbifhopj^f Lunden. • 
During the contcft between Alexander nfftor, about 
tbe papal dignity, the biihop of SUfuuick dyin^L one Occo was 
fubftituted by Viftor, wiih Valdemar' s approbatin, i nil is room. 

2Diis promotion was dilagreeable to the archb|j(hop«ft|&£//, who 
^^jufed the caufe of Alexander , and declared the cledt^pn void, 
prohibiting Oecf from the ufe of fire and Water, afte^ 
excommunicated him. What increafed t^e prehR's .lnv-was^j.... 
the lofs cjf 3 large fum of money fent ttfhimsrom France, 7 
which he inagined had been fcized by tfie king's order,at the^ f king* 
inftigation|of Occo. This made him fend a haughty mefiage *' 
to Abfalo^ defiring him to acquaint Valdemar , either % to re* 
turn the/iffS&ir^ or prepare for war. Abfalon was (hocked 

'•^L a. ft. r* r i_ r • rr ft _l _I _ 


J began to opprehend the effects of the royal ven- 
|eavce^mid fought an apportunity of appealing it, without 
nrniinihing his own dignjty. With this view he withdrew to 
a remote part of the country, from whence he propofed to ac¬ 
commodate the breach : but Valdemar cohering a body of 
loops, laid fiege to Let hr a, a (trongly fortified city which Ef- 
:hil had built »y the midft pf a morafs. The fiege was te- 
lious, but at length the city was forced to furrender for want 
rf provifions, but chiefly by a ftratagem which Valdemar con- 


a Saxo, 1. xv. Meurs. 1. v. Pontah. 


trived. 



J5* 




Efchil’j 

fubii'ilP'iv 


trived. Gerhard, thyf governor, ha<Fb 1 h 5 M^ a f"*^d than 
and promifed to furrendervie place withinJP va t*<\n of the^ 
tjcbil did not come to it 
he put the archbifhop^"*- 
mediately acquainted Ejhil of what J} 
late’s anfwcr was to dejicnd the towp to 
he valued it far abovfthe ? 
hoftilities recommend/lorged'"a 
which he makes Ejr StarJet ^ - c - *ner fentimrfl 
gieat concern for^.Jk' 1 /*order 
up the city his life run^any 

more flrongly : ^thfs letter which P'.rilmar jt/jp 

v, \ have inter cev, £, he ordered a gibbet to/Dt^eaedjv^^ 
the in wuph he threatened to hang up the hoftage i 

the keys were r~\ lent to him within an hour ? and !«? 
vein or find inf peremptory, and his mailer’s orders ^ex 

prefr, ccinpInT*' Here he left a garrifon, and palled over t 
Scfancn, redu^^ all the ftrong hdlds withfn the diocefe « 

}. tthun b . y ' i , 

Tiit kngV,..pid progress obliged the proud Efchil to as 
peace in c n/.ft fubmiflive terms j but upon this mortifyin 
condition^ that the archbilhop fhould reftore to his majeil 
all the i/Jnation# of former kings to the fee of Lundej. 
thus the rctmate fooliftjly incurred the difpleafjjre of a priria 
who ahy(ry^V‘xprefled a high regard for the clergy; lefletie 
his cftftrdign^y ; fpfi: the bafis of his power, his ftrong-hpW; 
and involved his diocofc in calamities, which, ’during his lift 

• i l r a • i i if* l I) fi i 


it never recovered, and for which he was blamed J 
/Agrees of men. Still, however, the prelate continue^ hii 
‘ aue “ chinat :, *>ns againft pope/'/ dior \ nor could he bejjpabvn 
* iaj ‘ h.f attachment lo Alexander, though he had Uketocin 


•y all de 
his ma 
froi 
involv 


( 



though 

the ration in frefh commotions, and fubjecl hi^Tlov 
the difgrace of being kept a piifoner at the couft of tff 
peror, who had laid a fclilmc for lhat purpofe. 

VALDEMAR , having by his rigour and 
cfcaped all the fnares placed for him, determined mo! 
ly to fortify his dominions on the German ilde. and 
Hone baftions at Danewark , which before confided intirely < 
wood. While he was thus employed an ambady Arne froi 
Norway , offering him that crown, provided he would driv 
out Erling, who had invaded the kingdom Voldemar , ths 

he might not raflily embark in a foreign war,*took care t 
found the fentiments of the people before he made any reply 
and finding they were ftrongly affe&cd to him, promife 


fjpeefl 
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over\with\p armv, he wa* Jojr- J/* Nor- 
le country to Toajberg, was in wegians 

* - * m *tr - - -<• -S - - * 


nvay. A icarcny or piw»»««»* • 
rt^ilT'totlWwri,'attended with a ^ 

c 1 holc to 1,VC *V^ ' 

jSi&vAn rubjea thSnWvcs Jo the ndignmon 01 Eilfof. 
^dcrVatfcXaftill copetrhtt^MJi&a imfll army m N,rw«\ 

7^*i-JL^^Th/n^Li 

the tuE *> or tjSdand, and ruined and ■ *he Dam/h fleet^ 

■•KodM^hoLon the coart, r«urt,r% Tadcn « M.' 
Lto*Denmirk. It was, indeed, a great oyrqjght in^/^wr, 
*%k#*he did iWf make it his bufinels, while wis in Norway, 
rSwmdeavour to drive out Erlmg, mftcad ojlnding his time 
in calling affembhes of the fete, which rn^cvcr be fubjeft 

&lo the ftrengeft military power ■». 
f PIILING was married to Cbnjlina , co 
ladv of prudence and valour fuperior to h$# 
that, if the war was protrafted, her hulba 
fink under the weight of Valdmar s power. _ 

• .tion of going in perfon to the king, and e ™ 

* a reconciliation. Having prouded hericlt 
poit, fhc crofted the Teas, and was kindly rece. 


Voldemar f a A D. 
She, finding 1163. 
ncceflanly 
the refoluw 
Lvouring to,, , 

,th a fair- f rI,n f. 

' VaUl. k ‘"yL 


po,t, the crofled the teas, and was kindly Norway 

rnr, who was pleafed with her goo£ Jenftfyuid%jPit, and (omej ow 
honom-d-h«r with a great many andietfces. When lhc, oDeI1 . 
believed the had foftened hts refolution, IheHetMhed a mef- mir k, an 
fenger lo Erlmg, who fuddenly joined her, 
himfel bftfore # the king, telling him, See, ValOmar^ theValdetn< 
- confidence I place in your gencrofity, thus to pjtmyf.lf 
yoirf hands, even without your word for my ftcunty 
out I know the greatnels of your foul, and though ycair 
“ lv , have no app*t‘henfioft of being treated as fuch 
y \ am your gndt.” To this ValcLmat replied, “ You 
/fafely confide in me it is not my cuftom to abufe the 
J^tffidence repofed in my hofpitality.” Upon which Et- 
f^aDDroachufg refpe&tujly, kiffed the kings hand, and 
obtained peace, upon^ondit.on that he fhould himfelf remain 
a hoftage m Denmark, and EJbern be fent to govern the king¬ 
dom of Norway in quality of viceroy for Voldemar-, who, in 
return, conferred upon Erlmg feveral dignities and lands of 
confidcrable value for his lupport b . 
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Valdemar 


the Hilary fjfynkp 

No fooner was tfie /anqujllity of iv^^jjtftawUhed than 
•new infults from (he nmdals bccafioned a .retayatian of the 
war; and that it might be carried on wiA v/Spor*rajfrnpr 
entered into a frefil alliaese wjftb the 1 dula edjfSaxony x > aw^b< 
more firmly to cqgnent theuTriendfhip,* a 
was executed “between Canute* prince of DennU 
: trudty an infant, the dat^hterjrf^wo^ is 
- plan of operations was jx\$p&<f$fr$-Hinryy 
into the enemy’s county, while himfclv tallowed 
marches at the head «f the Aifan^cy^'rfhg kin^ j 
{he fea-ports, and opp^fin^Jjc ~Vddal navy> Anj 
'Jaid for the Saxon hrfjk/pf^ufrich they were ariirf 
\ill Guncelin , a general, rallied them, aiWytjorwcu-t^ 
figKTuriTjj fuch intjjypidity, that the enemy, intent upon pluh-‘ 
dering, weTe driv«Vi out of the field, and vidlo>j«jwrefted.^a»r- 
of their handset j^'otwithflanding this, Henry was fo mu'l 
incenfed at the{V »ulfe his troops had met with, that, enter¬ 
ing Pomerania , IX prried terror and defolation* wherever he ’ 
marched. 

On the othf^h.^, J, Valdemar finding the Vandals had drawn 
their forces Com Joe fleet, the better to oppofe the Saxons* 
landed his t Oop^[. and marched to the city of Vologajl , or 
JVolgaJlj thA t. r.pltal, of Swedijh Pomerania* then the country . 
of the Van fils* which he found deferted by the inhabitants! . 
They, ‘ 
and 



vided he"would feftrafh his foldiers from plundering uu 
flroying their hcu&s. The propoftl was accepted, or]condi¬ 
tion that Rt.gen fhould pay a tribute, and give hoftages that the 
inhabitant would fliut up the mouth of the river Pent , which 
was a ndt for pirates; that, dividing the city info tfirceWrts, 
they would obey Toliflaw* Cajunir , and Prijlaw , as^overtfmrs. 
anfweruble for their conduit to the king of Denmark \ &T 
Jaftly, that the duke of Saxony fhoul <j remain in pofTef 
all his conqucfts in Pomerania b . 9 

This treaty of peace did not hold long; for next jfcar the 
dozens of JVolgafl , difliking the adftiiniftration of Cqfenirji 
entered into a fecret alliance with the people of Rugen ; in 
which, indeed, Henry of Saxony , the g%od ally of Vaidemar , 
was a party, and began new depredations upon Denmark* 
Valdemar was incenfed more at the perfidy of Henry than the 
inconftancy of the Vandals. Without delay he invaded Ru¬ 
gen ; and by the conduit of the faithful Abjalon , who, though 
a bifhop, ihewed the capacity and courage of a foldier, re- 
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the foundation Dantzic 
and freedom, built. 


crmen; but A. D. 
mmunities, it 1165. 
not the Jeafl 


iiiced manyof't^S^^dhportant plifccs; after which he 
turned to.his o&n dominipns, tcj refreQf his foldiers. After 
i flmtt' ftay he a|airricame backhand laid ftege to the ftrong 
weKyfciisrtified by mtu$£and art. Such were* 
iVfcr* he^h.r jwith from the flotation of the place, 
h: tVji_ bcfiegcd, that, breaking up his camp, he. 

country, which he laid 
*r.e 1M! S C *Ehe? uiuiaAr, terix^i deflation he made, 

r*i*rtl Leo for the pronufed ait 1 ; but being put dff 
^ftde^atfow; preten£*JY**hey^n'e mow received the yoke? 
p&rchafed&a heaco'at a heavy pVtp, attfgave hoftagcs for 
# the, fljrmtyi oftpdymenr. They, hfcfrt^/e^greed to abjure 

ry, aud c*r\br^££ the Chriftian religion'^hich Vaide mar, 

§ a preliminary article to the treaty. ?V 

out th> 4 ime it was that Voldemar 1 s 
: city of Dantzic , fo famed for its opul<^ 

At Aril it was compofed of the huts of n 
Ijjjldemar conferring certain privileges a 
"foon became a flouriftiing place of trade, 
ornament of that glorious reign. Some w^Xrs^gdeed affirm, 
that this city owes its origin to Sobijktw , prinV orPomerania ; 
but the Dani/h hiftorians, and the accurate \raihzius, with 
• 'one voice attribute the honour to Voldemar 
^ . On the king’s return from this expedition, the Act taking 
into cbnfidcration the danger to whiclf the kingdu«*awould be 4 
expofed, ihould any misfortune befal him in tht^warffr'a^vhich 
he was conffantly engaged, humbly promoted, that his fon 
Canute , jhen ‘but fmrr years?of^gE^Hho^dJbiMaken as his 
aflociate, and confequently his fucceflor in the throve. The 
king, whoysds by no means difpleafed with theirVequeft, 
willingly complied, and Canute was accordingly prafflaimed 
king of Denmark , conjointly with his father, by ui\yerfal 
cp^Oht j without we except Burijius, young Canute* skinf- 
10 had himfelf foptie defigns upon the crown, and 
^berefortl refufed his vpte at the ele£tion. Voldemar put up 
^ affront for a time, but did not forget it: he law 
'the views of Burijius, and refolved not only to fruftrate 
TTbut to puqifh the author, as foon as afitoccafion ihould 
offer (A>. * 

Next 

« L. ii. Hift. Saxon. 

» 

(A) We muff obferve, that in the govenu»£bt. He affirms, 
Eric of Pomerania is the onljf on the coi/fary, that in the 


writer who dentes that Canute year 1177,/or twelve years af- 
, was this yeas made an afloysW lerwards, pea be was fourteen 



ne to 
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Next year great /Reparations fi^^ura foot for gtvmg 
' fuch. a blow to the Vandal pWer, as ihouldW a while inca^y 
pacitate them.to difturb thd pdace of Dentrihrftxt not totelltf) 
ilroy the ftate. Almoft'the inhabiiarfcster Schona&fnffit 
and Funen, fit to bear antis, went fortb^W« tfc 4 *cqT 
Abfalon , Magnus , fon to Eric Lamb, find Cbrifarfftr, 
fon to the prefent king. They fif?cifcd>the ei&ky!sc&\ 
and without mercy fet th** a flaftier^nit-did&t 

tp^any a&ion with t^ir main ;‘rmy.''‘Next year shf"* - 
,*ion was repeated, inpvbiclv'fnp y D^<!'HHid the go*a m 
\r deftroy part of Arcon 4 \ th^xpital, and ftroi.^eft; bo\&n, Rugert. 
A confpK While Valdet 'ar/wA gathering laurel's ’Igajfift ifofeign 
r aty /^r,Roomies, he recced a letter from Henry, jdukr*flf •faxorty^n- 
td agai.ijt q„ a j nt i n g. (k him wit*! the impending danger from domeftic roes. 
a emar Buriftus , His broker Ormos , and Erling of A b*r>ay t 

cretly confpiref ^gaind his life, and concerted a plar»Cor 
making thcmfflr -s ipafters of Jutland\ which was proved by 
an intercepted jfl*' » from Norway. They had Engaged fevefaf 
of the nobility/ljthe plot, and had taken their mcafures fo 
well, that n^iiinjT’^ut this early intelligence could have faved 
Valdemar. king immediately feized upon fuch of the 

traitors as jrercjjvithin his reach, and fent Abfalon with a fleet 
to interce ^ r Erling and Ormos in their return for Norway*.- 



authors differ'about the nature^ of his puni&ment. 
Grammaticus ^ikae confined 1 for life itf prifon; 

Eric of Pjmerania, that his eye's'wen? put oui : Albert , abbot 
of Stadfa that he was ftrangled; and others,vrjjat he was 
fmothe ed under a feather-bed \ Nor are theyJcls divided 
aboutj.iis name, the former writers calling him Buriftus , but 
the jfobot, Borcius, placing it among the tranfa&ions of- 
year 11731 though on what autheity we are left toiconjee 
ture. <. 

About this time it was, that Abfalon b' ,; lt the taftle of 
Stegelburgy afterwards called Exelhufia, then Hafnica, ai’r-Ljr^- 

the celebrated port and city of Copenhagen. The intention oT 

t * 

* Vid. apud Pontan. Notas ad Hift. 

p 

years of age^.-he was made load of fo extefifive a king- 
icing of Holland aiJ Scbonen, in dom (1). 
prder to eafe his faVier of the 

(1) Vid,y^rit, Pom, apud Aft rf, /, v. fi, 105. 

this, 
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this caftfe was fsk§ 4 £ thf/j^ates, andWoitf a fafc proteAfon 
to th t'DaniJb (hiawn 3 !ommerc^, andets. 

4 Next year mbs nfhered in w$h preparations for attacking *A. D. 

i but frcmthls Voldemar vas retrained by certain ad- 1168. 
vi ^ 5 &* Htnry Lfi dlilqp of Saxony had entered into a ftri&nenry 

*prince of the Vandals , Avho had fought Leo breaks 
againft the Danes, and received the ftrongeft^"^" 
*?>h\Vjhof Vnport.' r °uld be nothing more abfurdly an<t * 

. U' 'cft-ht than the honduC^f H:r fometimes forming 
r r *»IHtf$frUfith Valdenutr , cementing tlum with the ties^bf 
^bloo(f> affaproving hh> ‘friendyayj yb) difcovering to him th£ 
rnachinatPJns 'of, bis enemies, at ether Jtimes, and perhaps 
, wirhiri the T^aoe of a few months, contact' ng alliances with 
h’ invetbiatef luvw^es, contriving fchem' j with them for 
- Voldemar % deft ru£l ion, and ihifting diametypally oppofite to 
^jagS^ntimerKSTie had lately efpoufed. The ^ruth is, Henry’s 
prcRiffion and magnificence always rendered lln neceffitous, 
and every tie of honour and affinity ffXa^pto his wants. 


and every tie of honour and affinity y»yld t |jfto his wants. 

.Jwoney was th’e a&uatiftg fpring of all hu^^nduA, and the 
’ laft and largeft ftibfidy confirmed his fnc^naip. Voldemar 
was not ignorant of this difpofition j butr»*r ordained pur- 
chafing alliances at the expence of his people, \cept when 
emergencies required it. The prefent oceafiyi m'W well be Denmark 
Xeckoned fuch ; for Denmark was hardly ever in arijire critical furrounded 

iirtiitinn nr Kpfpf tin *-K mnrp pnpmipc f In fhp t\XV (lAf lirprn 1L 


wegians ; fo that Voldemar had rcafon to* (Jread v a ddcA»L from 
one while \h> «mgs actii y ^ agqj nft the other, unlcfs his flrengtH 
were fufiicient to-a ^iil^gaTW ^'hoth t ii tr ' lamnwtinie. His 
firft care, therefore, was to'Tortify the coaft of ZtSjandy the 
fuperintcnd3rMS&of which he committed to kjburn S«\v, who 
built a number of ftrong caftlcs and towns in the moTcom- 
ir odious places. He next employed Gcndrfi.al> a man o\high 
di*indtion,*that had palled the firft yean, of his life among 
sme Vat,Vais , and had acquired a perledt knowledge of their 
'manner! and language, to break the league between them 


T. 


Smmny ; which bufme/s he chcarfully undertook, 

J.m. It mnfn rf/Ll rnf! #-li if sLa / xit. /. 


wirh luih confummatc addrek, that the Vanda/s 
taking arms, theve all the Saxons out of their garrifons and 
coontiy^. 1 

HENRT was terrified with this very extraordinary and 
fuddi n change in their councils, for which^hc could affign no 
cauic, the Dnr.tjh agent ha-.insr come over widwftich privac), 
that not a f)li..b!e tranlpucd to the pubk/r ^Dreading ltll 
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/ aide- 
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Henry Voldemar fliould<eiMlthis opportuftii^gWiiihing his tr£ach£- 
Leo fur ry and iicklenefs, be fent arpbaffadorstcrmvi to apologize foe 
for peace, his conduit, and prom iff tAeafures morf (toady and tonAftf 1 ** 


’terviewat Bremen with the Daiudo mqnarch J# ^fi or^Te|^Euf 
the lift hand to the propofed tr#f?y, . - ' r 


J new ml- The princes met^andlt wrT agreed they fhould JainJ^Khi 
Lance °f~/ig3.\n\\ the Vandals , Henry, ma!ch ingto Demin*/vMfiSdeflttir 
ana* T Jr to The devafHjioir they made wasj tflTriifjfc, apt! 

demar\ unbecoming ChriAran princes, were it not r doJMujj?/y neceffary 
againfHte t° re P re ^ s tholeffyarDaiians’* by cruel methods'jtlm oughtVnot 
Vandals. to be ufed againft a people more civiUzfi&;*'2riid who fought^ 
regulated laws war. This conduit had th^efleitj focthp 
Vandals , perc?f<?ng nothing but deftruition before theinMny: 
from fo fupe«^a foe, purchafed peace with a large fui 5 i of 
money, and ga^ bOftages for the fecurity of t)ie payment. •> v* 
o Having fij ded matters on the fide of the Vandals , VSr 
, demar turnedfff; arms againft Norway ; but after many 

fruitlefs at/imob^to bring Erling to a battle, he returned 
home witlr his/ fleet. The foldiers had begun to complain 
of long nt on board, in fearch of a fugitive, who 

eluded alrthcir endeavours ; a fcarcity of provifions began.it; 
, prevail i k-t he fleet j and the winter was now apprp? z\img 9 
wheij hfwotte be jn danger of being frozen up. ''Another 
circuiffftancc which contributed to his return, before he had 


Arcona 
befieged 
and taken. 


done any thiivr the Rugiarts 

had agaij^evoiledV^notwitlm^ning - .0 v eftate to which 
he had lately reduced them. He now determined fully to ex* 
tirpatyhis perfidious and obftinate people, sftaja* that pur* 
pofe Jprmed an alliance with Bogijlaus , prince of Pomerania • 
Aft^ ravaging different parts of the ifland, he fat down beftre 
Arcona , the fuburbs of whjch had been deftroyed fn the former 

war. Nature never, perhaps, farmed a ftrongcr AituatioW 
than this place, itfelf (landing on a Vigh promontory, with} 
the eafl, north, and fouth fides dqfendcd *iify fteep andlofy 
precipices, inacceflible to men; and the weft by a wafMhty 
feet high, proportionably thick, and fecured by a {Jeep and 
broad ditch. Undifmayed by the difficulty, he fet about be* 
iieging it, and carried on his operations with fuch fkfll and 
perfeverance, that the garrifon was forced to furrender upon 
the conditiofyr-J^ thought fit to impofe. Out in particular 

was, that the Patmans fhould deftroy a temple they had ere&ed 
to St. VitUy and qhliver up the vaft treafure of this tutelary 
god, which he haqpmafTcd by a t^x on the conferences of hi® 4 

5 totarMf 
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agreed to #»brft«e Chriftianity; to Vandals 

_ »e Danj&^Jioncis without ; to pay forty reduced. 

(jlyer yokfes for oxeq, by way or yearly tribute ; and to enter 
■soldiers in the fervice of Denmark ,*when called upon, in thv 
farnt^znner as thvothy fubjeda of the crown 


trot 
reftore 




<\^hdi»* fepvices. * They wil^e difgufted at Valdtmar'% mode* 

| ayy% j^hjeh they deemed an^injury done to them, and therfey* 
fore ftgJqyeiL to withdraw from .his alliance: a meafure whiclr- 
gave ha w.ftutbapcs to the Danijh monarch, who had now ac- i 
-compliibo^hi? ‘buftnefs. 

jThe begirJnipjjrf t^iis year was employed in a£ts of piety A. P. 
jto his father’s memory. He fent an ambaffador to Rome, to 1169. 
j^aye him canonized \ and on the day of h'.^return, with the 
pc«i>t?s alfent, he convoked the people at/JwgpK?, and folemnly. 
proclaimed his fon Canute an aflociate irstlra throne, a?* 1 * <s 
p/cceflbr: an bvent which has greatly p&"jbxed hiftoriatls, 
with refpe£t to the chronology, as we havetfiJ^dy feen. His 
next care was the firm eftablifhment of C£< |liaiftty in Rugen, 
to which place a number of the clergy wasJen?\to inftruft 
thofe rude barbarians in the truths of the goffplj.Vmd the lu- 
• perintendency of the whole was committed to Abjnon, his fa* 

'xoprite prelate b . * ^ ^ 

Th.jl a&s of piety were confiderably difltfbAl by the The Cour- 
piracies of the Eflhonians and Courland/rs, agalnft ftlfom he landers 
fent a fleet yjjder thj^ coindud t of Jbfal on^ fi riflly enjoining/a£dW. 
him to bewaifc o p^ jj TTril^ * n Mfalon how¬ 

ever was entr^ped,' an^a^at part of his army j which he 
had dilembf^ia^, cut off. This lofs he foon retaliated upon 
the enemy,>whom he blocked up in port; and at vngth, 
bringing them to an a&ion, totally vanquilhed. \ 

Soon after this tranfa&ion, the fucceAion was ftrengthened 
fly the birth of a fecond prince, dftiom the king called after 
/his own name; and, to augment the general joy, ambafladors 
thrived from E+Hag to fue for peace, and obtain leave that he 
^iigh^come to Denmark, and have an interview with Valde- 
mar . His petition was granted, Efbern fent in his room to 
Norway? and Erling admitted to a conference with the king. 

,At firft he was received fo coldly, that he began to defpair of 
obtaining his ends. Next day, however, Renewing the con¬ 
ference, his siajefty changed his behaviour, aH^fracioufly re¬ 
ceived him again into favour on thefe conditions' which may 
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the utpory *j 

feem hard, ify, Tbit 
youngeft fon to ValSemar , Should 



at t) 



Conditions of Nonuay , and enjoy the* title of duke'of thzft coun 
of the , 2dly, That this young prince ftiould futfeeed to the thnjfasS; 
treaty. ' Norway , provided that he ( Erling) and^his fon MagffmavzA 
without male ifliie. 3dly, That Erling ihould* krvcfhVaf- 
• demar’s wars as a vallal of Denmark , and hap,s 
ready to put to fea on the firft no'ria- 4thhr,.Jind 
not only Erling , but all the no^^ity of ! \A£rawy,.lhoujd jranfj 
/.nd confirm thefe conditions bfoath, and a written ‘‘ * 
iigned with their hands, and foaled with 
kingdom, as well as the private feals 
Peace being concluded in this quartet ; the ^ing foundj 
neceflary to repel liimc frc(h infults, c om mitted by the r^ft* 
iefs and barbarous Vandals , who coultl neither fupport war noi 
^ c fig n peace. While the king and his general Afyblop were taking 
/crW by t | lc j r towns, ^rfravaging their country, a defign was ccrjCTt? 
/ e Van- e( j Cajimir , j’lenry Leo t and Bogijhus, for giving a decide 

a ® blow to the J*)t'iijh power, by fuTrounding the king, l&l 
‘obliging him furrender with his whole army at diferetioni 
Thur defig' , f , w|*viifcovered and fruftrated by Voldemars refo- 
lution, an*'the'prudence of Abfalon , who had raifed himfelf 



7 he Van¬ 
dals de¬ 
feated. 


rnd waaiifi^difcerning not to penetrate through thfV.irtfi* veil 
of jJSrifTnic < 7 fffinml&tion. Committing, therefore, the whole 
care of extricating the Danes out of this difficulty to the bi- 
fliop, tlve/ H*took fueh pre¬ 
cautions^* and rnacle fo good fait Cajimir found 

himfeV^ieduced to the neceflity of retreating.HP fghting upon 
uneq Al terms. He chofe the former ; the Danes were deli¬ 
very, ami the character of Abfalon raifed above envy. In a 
fd, fo glorious was this expedition, that the power of Cafi- 
mar and Bogijlaus was intfrely brojfe } the defigns of the fickle 
but ambitious Henry Leo fruftrated ; qpioftof the towns in Pet* 
merania obliged to give hoftages for thei[J M iure quiet behaJJ 
viour; and the Vandal princes fo eiftiaufted and reduced, afe 
oblige them to feck prote&ion in Saxony. 

• # 

(A) It is difficult to afeertain acknowledges, that his account 
with exadtnefs the date of this is taken from an old chronicle? 
tranfadVion.v. Pon Aunts in one which places it in the year 1176, 
place feems ^Kfcr it to the or four years after the firft at- 
year 1172; butLe afterwards tempt (i). 

T (l) Pont. I, vi. p. *$6, 

2 Ad vic r 



in Valiemtrm ade 

„ . „ . Iho* yPtmmwtio, pd la® fiege to Stetin, then 

_3jp henf'iutified dtp la all that countiy. With fuch vigour 
on W* attack, that Wratifums, the governor and’ 
’ k<nWn to Qffomr ahd Bugijlaus , was drive? to extremities, 
**$ »«5<U)P capitulate (A). 

A jfoTEMi a ART^sjtef, cited by modern hiftorians, fays, 
thitwaTfcmar mMeJoBrljf 0 |e progrefs in his Approaches, 
and hnuft have raifed the fiegU had not the garrifon beerf dif- 
JSKf&dJbv famine. This produced a conference between the 
^ y MngyMtPraii/ldus\ they were ftruck with each other’s qua* 
^ Jities, ^la entereJ i^td a ftri& frjendlhip, after which the king 
/ffiad beftCWea thtfvjfy upon the governor as his- own property, 
.. and he, in returbtluoftiifed fealty to’the crown of Denmark. 
f VALDEAptR was wholly employed in fettling the affairs 
fpjrania, and the Vandal country, till i;he year 1177, 


A. D. 
117s. 
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1177. 


? this congrefs : we are only told, that in Wilt^uience of it, 
another expedition was undertaken’ agairilr ihthFanda/s, in 
which Abfalon gathered frefh laurels, Valdema* grjat addition 
of glory, and the whole kingdom of Denmark ferrrficreafe of 
‘wfealth, by the prodigious quantity of rich booht brought 
hoAie^J^ut we know not, whether this expedition's enter- * 
ed upon in confequence of an agreement betw tentyalffemar 
and Henry, or whether the latter bore any-part in it. Certain 
it is, that nexi^yaar jK.guardians of 

the young duke ftfttfiazJqtoytng foldiers in Saxon), in order 
to make warigpon Denmark. His ufualgood fortuneHttended 
Abfalon j tli^endmy were defeated, and the Dayes a^aji per¬ 
mitted to enjoy the fruits of this vidory. \ 

But the repofe confequent on thefe advantages were*$>on Difur- 
arain difturbed by frefh commotions^in the dutchy of Bremen , bonces in 
*tid other parts of the fircie of Lower Saxony. The Saxons *be Lower 
^highly relented ffie late difgrace of their coumiymen, and, Saxony, 
““feted with the oeTire of Tevenge, aflembled in a tumultuous 
u.anner in order to march againff Abfalon ; but being met by 
1 the fugitives, who elcaped from the lats defeat, their courage 


S (A) As our only guides thro* 
the period of the Danijb hiftory, 
fublcquent to feldmar’s reign, 
art Pontanus and Meurfiu , who 
is here a mere copies’, it may 
be fuffident that we refer the 

* Mod. Hist. Vol. X.'SUI 


reader to the laff book of Saxo 
Grammaticuso the li$th, feventh, 
and eighth hoc’a of Pontanus, 
and the third, book of the fecond 
part of Mtuj'fins, without quot¬ 
ing every p .rtkular page. 
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. v ' Tke Hiftory:^ 

was fomewhat Veprlffe 4 ^by thf relation 
extraordinary prowefs 6 ( Abfalpn't army, /nd Me ^ , y 

dud of the general. Olimar , a Vandal pftrice, on wjidm 
command was beftowed, finding that all hts endeavors viy^jfd” 
only ferve to hafyen his own ruin, wettt /ver tQ ffaldetndrCzndf 
obtained peace from that generous conqueror;., - 

Next year was introduced by «c./\ r * /ewfeyerfee fc&ween'’ 
Voldemar and Henry Leo, now eJ^fd' Bjr hi^fionqueffs 1 rr&a* 
vaara. Henry propofed this meeting, in order to fettle # tho 
differences between them, and f thereby fecur^ .f.ia, 
againft the incurfions of the Danes, during ‘I. is neccjESfy atr 
tendance at the diet, and thq emperor’s'".r/jrf^ The bunks or, 
the Eyder , a river emptying itfelf into the VhJM- between the? 
dutchies of Slefwick and Hoijle'tn, was fixed on for the 

congrefs { but fuch was Htnry\ pride, that hefefufed c ruffing 
the bridge, or going to the oppofite fide where the kip® WfiS* 
Valdemar only fmiied at the ridiculous dignity, and wenfS**°lf 
way over the bto meet this haughty feyereign prinmL 
Flcre matters wrl/adjufted to their mutual fatisfa&ion, Valdi-*' 
mar yieldingnoM/of no confequence in order to obtain others 
of realbenef.t, conducing himfelf throughout the whole con¬ 
grefs with x£e ability of a ftatefinan, and the moderation of a 
great kingf-.J Conqueror. ( 

SubsecRjent to this treaty concluded between Denmark 
'and Saxotp, were a variety of incurfions, tumults, aqd ;c„Vf- 
lions*. ajrtong* the fickle, unfteady, and predatory* Vandals 9 
who were neithea able to oppofc the power of Valdemar , or to 
reft fatisfied imdeiL |vi<cd ng^Qp/,vhfiTiglt In Tflltftfd the rights 
of conqueftwith all poffible ntedhef** rirJ'k^tv. The recital 
however'of fuch unimportant and unintereftin^; events would 
be tedious to the reader. Suffice it, that the^wffe conftantly 
defeated, conftantly fuing for peace, and no lefs conftant in 
taking up arms again upon every opportunity. In a word,No¬ 
thing feerned capable of fecuring ptnmark on this fide, but 
the total extirpation of fo perfidious, Jbarbarous, and warlike 
a people. This fcheme had often been re fojyed upon by ValA 
demar , at the inftigation of his faithful coutfleftor Abfaten ; Hi 
had frequently made large ftrides towards its final execution $ 
but fome frelh difficulties intervened, qr the clemeqcy of his 
difpofition was always wrought on by the fupplRations of the 
vanquifhed. 

DuRiNGtjhe Randal war, a confpiracy fet on foot by Mag¬ 
nus, foh to Eric the Lamb , was happily difeovered. This 
young prince had fided with Suren j and being made prifo- 
ner in the laft battle, was fet at liberty and kindly pardoned 
by Valdemar > at a time when he credited the molt fevere pu-c 
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i$ of thisTnffancc of goodnefs, he joined 
Apphevrs to ETchtly in a plot to de- 
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rq, 
the 


of^Jh< confpirators, who were gone toj 
chanced to lodge an evening in the hut 
hom they were kindlji»accommodated. 

’ began to talk upon the important 
T^iong other things -their aftonifh- 
l^!for fo long a time, efcape the 
Charges, Magnus, and other oonfpv 
his d«lru£Hon. The hermit, fepa- 
only by a wicker partition, overheard 
xt mornipg communicated it to the 
, witOfffgbfift ^at it might be inftantly tranfmimd 
\jjfllon. means* of this accident, Valdemar was in- 
ftfctfagd of bio danger, and by fuch unaccountable and trivial 
fcK^^sfflnc^ are the moil important difeoveries (and hazar- 
tWos defigns, frequently laid open througlyhe wifdom of Pro- 
Sfifo nee, who ptirfuea hef great fcheme in ^ jhanner inferuta; 
pole to men. Valdemar immediately confulted’W'th Abfalon the 
[means of avoiding the impending ftorm y Jnd for this pur- 
pofe it was agreed, that the guard ihould be doubled with as 
much expedition and privacy aspoffible, and et^ry 
■/nee taken that could enforce the king's fecutity ; y 
^di/Wbing the public tranquility, or ufing violence^upon the 4 
compir^toas, until more ample proofs *could be procured. It 
was not long before fome letters wrote bf fytagnus weie-iTiter- 
cepted. In th^fe a full account of the confpiracy was con- 

__ A -Dim. nt. A 


tained; and VkldmAt, 


fftcin in the aflembly 


of the ftates, affronted Kim with his own band and feal. At 
firft he pretecd&^to deny the hand-writing, affirming it to be 
an impudent forgery j but fuch circumftantial proofs appeared, 
that-in the utmoft confufion he fell upon his knees bsfoH the 
king, confeflcd the whole, excufed himfelf by faying thar he 
had been led away by the fultile polity and ambition of Charles 
and Canute , and concluded with the ftrongeft afliirances of 
ibyalty and fide&y^if hi| majefty would be pleafed gracioufly 
to pardon this paft offence. The good and merciful king, 
imoved with his repentance-, granted his requeft, and impofed 
no other jfantfhment off his ingratitude and treachery, than 
forbidding him the court for a certain time. Chrijliem , fon to 
owen, who likewife enlifted himfelf with jhe conipirators, 
was pardoned, «on condition that he would lmm^fately leave 
"tho kingdom," 

When the aflembly broke up, Efchil ajid the relations of 
Canute and Charles , made all poffible intereft with the king to 
fafs an a A of oblivion, in which all the confpirators, without 
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^64 the 

The tndtp- exception, fhould be included. They 
•vours of to engage Abfalon in this requeftbut 
the nobility ble, thinking it neceflary to tnw foiheexar _ 
to get an lieving very juftly, that too much letjity*ind indii w _ 

*a Of am - only tempt them to a repetition of thfir cr^nu, qjpcci$fy;as 
MftyPG/fd'A hey faw themfelves fupported by inteieft. . 

Efchil was fo chagrined with hi^^^^jmdnt, that^ic re- 
figned his mitre, and retired a private convcntyin France. 
,1 he event proved the wifdom and prudence of thtA.^g*ftypir 
Magnus n ion. Magnus was no foonerat libcri^^n ty: t be^fa?fc a 
makes frejh cret correfpondence with Charles and Cantye^ in ordcKA^niare 
attempts. a f econc J attempt on ValdenfOr's life, 

them was taken up, the plot difcovere^iOV 4 Magnus legated 
and clofely imprifoned : but before his trial wajfforoke 

out with the Vandals . ,. J 

We are told that the occafion of this war was their 
upon the portion a daughter of Denmark , which was itat 
^by the ambafladoA of Henry Leo into Saxony / From nenC^ ( ‘l 
, would appear, yhat z treaty of marriage had been executed) 
between thj; fanniiies of Denmark and Saxony , though we am! 
informed fxprefly of no fuch marriage. On the contrary, all 
the Danish waters we have feen mention, that a daughter of 
Valdtmarfi had married towards theclofeof the year U78 € - f .\ 
( prince, V^hofe name is not known, which feems the moy/*fx\ 
traordinary, as Grammaticus wrote his hiftory either in this or 
the tallowing reigp, c and might, on that account, be fuppofed 
An alii- perfedly informed of io public,, a tranfa&ion^.-Be that as it 
ame be- will, Valdefnar entcfcu into im alli ance with Sbxony againft the 
t,lvee *j~ Vandals. The inhabitants (rf Kugen were, on this occafion, 

Denmark or ^ ere( * t0 ta ^ e U P arms > 83 their fervicfs sf«.was thought 
inf T fbe wou ¥ g reat, y promote the defigns of the allies, from their 
idab. P knowledge of the country. As foon as the troops 
co 61 d be aflembled, and tranfports got ready, the Vandals 
were afiailed on one fidcty the king, who deftroyed the ftrong 
fortrefs in JVollin ; and by Henry Lko , who attacked Demin. 
The ficge of this place he carried gn whh-^at affiduity, 
little progrefs, and at laft was forced totally to abandon it. 
The king, on his fide, was more fuccefsful; for after deftroy-. 
ing JVollin he laid liege to Cofcoa , anfl having reduced it to ex«- 
tremities, burnt the town to a(hes. Then laying the furround¬ 
ing country unjer heavy contributions, he puuied his march 
to JVolgaJf^ which he befieged fo vigoroufly, «that the inhabi¬ 
tants were glad to be relieved from the diflrds to which,!)* 
reduced them, by paying a large fum of mone^, and refloring 
to him prodigious magazines of plunder, that had been depo- 
fited there by the pirates. ^4 
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Denmark. t& 

j&MHl|i#”exjtes Valdetkar returned* to Denmark ; but 
.OTMMCTWMwitfli infulta, be determined to punifli the * 

Jj jCwwfewk i ll ftilnnfcre^^erity, and accordingly Tent a fleet 
^WmyAjnft ttah, unfeer the condu& of his fon Canute , # 

4nu /iwc/^r/<f>i(hop d| Slefwici . T*e young prince,’ ^ 
fofittic fiif^imeJWAred in the held to be initiated in the art * oun S c ** 

fuccefsful Abfalon. Frederic pe- n , ute ***** 
any opportunity of ferving his * Ct T'f 
prdwefs: but notwithftanding this ”!h?arL 
purfped their courfe with fuch aifi- 
they furprifed many of the enemy in 
:d not ip hidden a viflt. They laid 
: to a number of towns and villages, 
ced the brothers Cajinur and Bugif 
I purchafe it upon terms very advan- 
des repaying the marriage portion of 
the ambafladors had been robbed, they agreed to lay 
t^Qnrn in money* the funuof two thoufand tfc'ents, together with 
jf{irefents of an hundred pounds of filver, to Canute and Alfa* 
yen. Having thus finiihed the war in ofle«crfmpaign, the ge- 
Fnerals returned to Denmark , and were gracioufly received by 
Valdemar , with very extraordinary marks of approbation and 
^favour. • b •) 


beffiwed WolgaJ 
bans. To fue^or, 


governor of Gothland, had by his mean?, and their intereft 
with the people, got together, a eonfTd-rable body of troops, 
with which the; lrtVladcd lUfond. Here they expelled to be 
joined by croyds of the peafants ; but finding themielves dif- 
appointed, apd # the whole country firm in its allegiance to 
the king, they retired to a large wood that forms a frontier to 
Gothland anjj Holland . Here they hazarded a battle, in Which <fj, e re f, t i s 
they were defeated, and tty? rebel «rmy totally ruined, fuffer- defeated . 
ing the juft punifhmeng inflicted by heaven upon confpirators, 

, fo tenacious ofjre^fonable principles, a vicious ambition, and 
difafie&ion to'oneof the^eft of princes. 

Next year Henry Leo , who was put under the ban of the 
empire by Frederic Barbarojfa , took (belter with Valdemar , 
and was treated with the diftin&ion due to his rank. His 


'pride was now humbled, and he readily crofted the bridge over 
the Eyder , which, but two years before, hfl had /efufed to do 
■"out of pundiuo and a (crapulous regard to his dignity. Val¬ 
demar, to whofe generous difpofition misfortune was thefureft 
recommendation, promifed him all the affiftancc in his power, 
j without abiolutely breaking with the* emperor j but the re- 
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queffs of Henry Were of fo ejwraordinarWk 
r found it impofitbie to comply with, them* mtb _ 
to the people and clergy, whom h^ove/iC^and 
Co protect. <’ 

A revolt in While this tranfa&ion way .<£i the^attfet, a 
Schonen. in Sebonen ; tp appeafe which the king ir/me$f 

Jbfalov . The people of Schonen inex¬ 

orable i they believed themfelves*^ -^/^^scT would hear of 
no terms but a pofitive compliance with their ranv£$ranc§s* 
and redrefs of their grievances j uport^ hich y 
to Zealand^ and laid their complaints beR?<>-tlgr 
nate, or rather council of jhe nobility./ 4khbugl!p^l 
was perhaps the moft concerned of 
* noble fpirit of difint ere fled nefs, he plf-ad^' 5 ^ngly, thatffic 
firft article of their remonftrance fhould bel r.VOed. rTo* 
feigners, and among the reft himfelf, had long enj oy ed the 
lucrative pofts and places belonging to this province, wnfl&s* ~ 
natives were exclud'd, and the principal nobility of Sckor_ 
forced to live in indolence on their eftates, without any Jbare< 
in the adminiftratioQt. This was a grievance infupportable to 
a free fpirited people, and fimilar to fome complaints we have 
lately heard from .a neighbouring country. Meurftus indeed 
affirms, contrary tp Grammaticus , that Abfalon ftickied hard 
for the roy Jl prerogative of chuiing whatever officers the king' 
thought ht, knowing that thereby he was promoting 
inter^l. But the fifft opinion is not only more Confident 
with the chara£fer*of this patriot minifter, arid with the 
event, but is attefted by the. belt '•cotemporary writers of Da- 
nijh affairs. Abfalori s fentimeht&jficre* •ho'^ever, over-ruled 
by a majority, and, inftead of redrafting the g^evances of the 
difaffe&ed, a letter filled with promifes, fod.mhg, and ca- 
jolings, on the one hand, and dreadful menaces on the other, 
was rant to the malcontents. This more and more incenfed 
a people already irritated, $nd inflamed them to fuch a degree 
that they broke out into open ads of rebellion. They refufed 
to pay the ufual taxes, and particularTy thebifhop’s tythes, 
and reftored to the inferior clergy theft ^Tftient privilege of 
marriage. The ftroke was levelled at the bifhops, and par¬ 
ticularly at Ab/alon, the primate of |11 Schonen . They in-, 
ftfted that the fuperior clergy were only an unneceflary load 
upon the people, fattening upon the fpoils of the land, while 
their flock* were* left to find heaven in their own way, 
or by the a&ftancc of the inferior clergy, wh8 were not re¬ 
warded in proportion to their Cervices, or, in fuch a mann& 
as tp render their fituation eafy and independent, 
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were not to oe wrought on fay gentle 
lyed upon ufmg force. The troops were 
‘itofce van led by the king in perfon, 

, Xjheir march the latter was grofly 
hermaj, who flocked together in a 
nd preiumptuoufly flutig itones at the 
Jie commanded a ftrong body of 
jQged at fo bold an infult, and 
punifli th^oTrcuders with the utmoft feverity; 
3 by th^noderate and prudent Abfal&n, to let 
that noble fpirit which characterized 


!£. Wbtn^ gain exerted all his influence with the 
complaint' He infilled, that people 
acious of ntH'^edom, muft be bold and intrepid, and 
of comeqjwflWflhe beft fupports of the regal authority duly 
l^odmitiiflpred \ in a word, he ufed fuch prevailing arguments, 

! tha/t*Valdemar determined to avoid blood filed. All thofe per- 
,fij|pjs who were pbnoxiouj to the malcontents were removed 
'Jkcftn their places ; Abfalon refigned his bilhopric, and ac-* 

[cepted of one greatly inferior in pofae^and profit, and the 
^province was in a fair way to be fettled, when fome of the 
more turbulent, who found theis own intereft in the public 
diflurbance, fpirited up the people Hill to qpfufe payment 
, of* the biflaop’s tythes, or, in other words,* infilled upon the 
'abolition of this order of ecclefiaftics. Abfalon himlelf now* 
loft all* patience, and, with the king’s Jeave, laid the in fur- 
gents under fevere interdi£!lon. For a whjle they perTilled 
in their obftinpey, but were^at length- tired out by the firm 
condudl of Abfalor^ u nd the clergy, whom he had gained over 
to his intereft., The infurre&ion was not, however, termi- 
nated without Wood. Two battles were fought^ in both of* V** tu f >I f t 
which the malcontents were defeated, and at length rcduced'* r ^ r ^"'‘ 
to the neceffity of obeying, upon the king’s terms, which 
were more rtafonableand mild thai^they could expert. 

About this time Frederic Barbarojfa, refolving to deprive 
Henry duke of Saxony*o f every friend capable of fupporting 
his caufe, endeavolflftft tas draw off Valdemar from his attach¬ 
ment to him, by fome propofals equally honourable and ad¬ 
vantages^ to Denmark^ Thefe were a double alliance by 
marriage; propofing tnat the king’s two daughters fhoula 
be matched with his two Tons, one of whom was to fuccecd to 
the imperial diadem, the other being already duke of Suabia. 

-The Danijb nubility eafily perceived, that thefe overtures were 
iffade rather from enmity to the duke of Sgxony, than friend- 
flnp for Valdemar •> and the king,’ joining with them in opi¬ 
nion, profeffed no great eagernefs for the alliance: but his 
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queen interfered, dhd ufe/a^^r iniuenee to 
to accede to propofals which might rendeyheiftJ 
of the Romans and emprefs of 1 


ty jk kk fcrJ*a aksE V ,r * 

"with her humour a grand fleet .vas equipped, s*4 Valggiar 
went to meet Barbarmffa at Lulf'c. 2 ie£vas the bgjjiki 

of the Trove by a great body of the fVir' r.ol^ttity 
conducted him with all imaginabh |he imperial quafr*' 

Conference tcrs * Here he was treated by everv poffible 

between mark of refpeft: his perfon anfl add rets were ratify 

the tmpC- of the Germans , who could not avoi&S^aking fi, 
tor and rifons between the monarchs, no wavtft* 

Valdemar Barbara]]a, whofe appearance and afpei^-veyS-W the^C^^y 
viflts had parted, bufmefs at length was bro£./ .Tg[ awraar^8t~ 
when Barbarojja’s demands in point-*dTRJIifae appearepfa 
extravagant, that Valdemar and the Danes be^ani it quxnHoa 
his fincerity. The king pofltively refufed the po^|QA hy 
afked for his elded ion j but at length contented to whOTfoj| 
demanded for the duke of Suabia: upon which the treaty wm 
concluded, fworn to, and^ guarantied by Bela III. king bf 
< Hungary. 

Matters being thus finifhed, the king went on board 
the fleet that waited for him, with intention to fail the firft 


U 

Mjne ap 
>e&ani it 


theJ^^y 

hnr&ir75t 

appeared fa 
it q million 

pr»|yA 


wind} but nexr morning he was furprifed by a viflt from-the. 
emperor in perfon, efcorted only by a few of the nobility, 
immediately the two princes retired from company, an fBar- 
baroffo earneftly requeued the king, that he would perriit him 
to beftow the dignity of dukes of Pomerania on Cofimir and 
Bugijlaus* in order the more eafiTy to reduce Henry Leo to his 
obedience. Valdemar did not deny this favour; and accord* 


ingly thofe two princes were inflalled in the ufual manner, 
the king aflifling at the ceremony. Before tfk Jktng of Den¬ 
mark^ departure his cldeft daughter was betrothed, with the 
emperor’s approbation, to Sigefred , landgrave of Thuringia; 
and foon after the nuptials were celebrated at Slefwiek (A). 
Valdemar On this occaflon it was, that Barbargffa inverted Valdemar 
i»u Jled with the title of duke of Holftein , and an nexed the country in 
with the perpetuity to the crown of Denmark*' ^ " 
dutchy bf In the beginning of the following fpring Valdemar receiving 
Holrtew. advice, that the Vandals began to fory^y fome places that ha 3 


(\) Thuringia is a country it is divided among a great 
in the circle,of th nJJpper Saxo- number of different fovereigns 
ny, eredcd in the year 1130 and princes, as v the houfes o.f 
into a landgraviate by the em- Saxony , Bavaria* Heflt, Stub* 
per or Ltibarius II. At prefent Weymar , Men/x, Sec. (l). 

(l) Fid, Bamdrnnd fni voce. f. 947. 

begf 



S3 


w re 
jrince*! 
■i^othe] 
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the lait peace, ordertd Jifalen *nd hit 
iarm|, and proceed agiinft them; but 
t^Hnft themfelves under fuch generals, 

|n account of his youth, and hating the 9 
1 roafontyhan that the ^king loved mm, 

: was great; though he ftudied popula¬ 
te mediator between the king anil 

_..iificenfed at their refufal; and de- 

ithftandiognis ill Hate of health, to command 
in pej$fi. The ill ufage of his fubjedts in- „ u Li 
rrfiSjfefT and in a few days confined him to his V), c . 
jf relinquishthis defign. At length, by' 

, Will , of his nobility, he was prevailed on to 

Knit the wJ^d^ffis^gericrals, and his own perfon to the * 
fcareofjtfs JR^cians at JVortenburg, 

the fleet was detained in port by contrary winds, 

I Jutlanders began to mutiny, to complain of the fcarcity 
$ provifions, *and infixed upon a releafe from the fervice. 

Homer , bifhop of Ripen> a man greatly efteemed for his cha¬ 
racter and eloquence, harangued then^for a long time to 
little purpofe; and at length ordered one of the ringleaders to 
be feized and bound, JLnftead of quieting, this increafed the 
turr&lt to fuch a degree, that the officers yvete conftrained to 
difmus the foldicrs, and permit them to return home. Valde- 
iferved them from his window difperfed over the fields; 
judgc ^tfte caufe, and was fo affli&ed, /hat his diftemgpr in- 
creafcdMnd his life was defpaired of. Thn art of all his phy- 
ficians was foiled; upon which the nhbility prevailed on him 
to call in the affiftance of a certain abbot, an empiric, whofe 
impudence and boafling had raifed him to a high degree of 
credit. Hi^ flflal nnftrum was ad m buffered, and the king 
breathed his laft, while he was left alone to take that repofe 
which the quack infilled would reftore his health. 

Thus died Valdemar^ ^ prince^cfpeded more than any of y,- f j r <Tf f 
his predecefTors for th^ qualities of his mind and perfon, at the 
age of forty-eight, and in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, raOtr. 
from the death o¥* hfe afiociate. His piety, juft ice, ppi* 
dence, and clemency, rendered him no lefs the idol, than his 
bravery, conduCf, and fucccfs, the admiration of his people 
and of neighbouring itates. His difpofition was equally fitted 
for war and peace; but the latter he chofe tp cultivate, and 
never entered upon the former but to fupport the honour and 
.dignity of his crown. His conquefts were lefs brilliant, but more 
ufeful and neceflary than thofe of former kings. He fubdued 
Rugen , annexed it to his crown, and confirmed the iflanders in 
the true principles of religion, the, Ghriftian faith. He over* 

came 



A. D. 
n8z. 
Canute 
VI. 


A iterv re 
'volt i to 
Jkhcmen. 


ti me fVrdtiflam^ duke of Si*Un t and 
r Danmark, Jinny Lee, duke of Sateem, 
and fickle prince, he thrice 
.noft abje£t manner. Twice he defeat© 

VMgianiy and often overthrew t )ri Vandal . _ . 

to the conquered added more to his fsyic jH^eralTSmr*\ 
talents by which he became a cornua* *Q a woffoybek 
extolled by all cotemporary and »writers^- mcn 

greateft, the wifeft, and the beft monarch, who fe¬ 

ruled the Danijk throne a . 
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SECT. VI. 

Containing all the public Tranfatftons until the Reigjfc 
• of Eric V. fumamed PJog-Penning. * 1 

i 

C A N V r E VI. 

A S loon as die .remains of Voldemar were honourablyrfn- _ 
terred, Canute , his fon and fuccefior, repaired to fyut- 
And to hold an affemblyof the ftates, in order to red refs Jhofe 
grievap ces which occasioned the late tumults.- Iq his Other's 
life-time be had been declared the immediate heirt^vith ail 
the folemnities of a coronation, id that he now entered upon 
the prerogatives of majefty without form or ceremony. 

. .The province of Schonen ftill perfifted in its difaffeflion, 
and was now on the king’s death grown mole yifolent and 
licentious. The malcontents were fpirited up to frcfli at¬ 
tempts by fome artful perfons, who encouraged them to wipe 
off the difgrace of the late defeats tfcsy bad fuftained. Abfa - 
Ion, the faithful minifter of Valdemar , applied all the remedies 
in bis power to bring them to a fenfe of theirjJuty; but in 
vain. Nothing is more blindly obftirwttc-afia' provokingly in- 
iolent than a mob, and this the biihop found; for his good 
offices were returned wkh abufe, and th$ groffeft inful On 
pretence of defending tbeir liberties, they moved the affcmbly 
to another place, and met all in arms, as if they were march¬ 
ing againft an enemy* Abfalon retired to Zealand ; and now 
the faction, having no one to reftrain them whofe authority 
they dreaded, or whofe charter they refpe£ted, broke out''' 
into the moft ungovernable and riotous behaviour. They fet 
fire to the houfes of the nobility, feized upon all the place¬ 
men 
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m 

& of qmu m* committed tnc m onwn pf 

Obferviag that (heir faXion p& Tfa rebtU 
**tve no fi*bir»y without hmtoftiufe* 
Harold their general; a man Mag* 
futm^he royal ftem, was deficient in 
and leader. Elated* with hit new 

_ _ jhe titled of )cing, fet up the royafr 

£ and ha&t2&9&3ftf pcafant# daily locking to him. 


> \ * 


sswi. njjr«j{jr'Mv — —i-- -j -— — 

jq. cngigemi^-is^nqonceivaWe. Paflion and prejudice, 
void W jcajbn and principle, actuated both; and the 

f s^iir cffnne£lions of neighbourhood and friendlhip were 
<; the more violent was their animofity now. A battle . 
fought wifh fuch blind fury, as deprived them of the 
t power of deftroying eacK other ; and after half a day fpent in 
tehe moft tumultuous and irregular fighf.ever known, where . 

rnurts and bruifcs were given inftead of mortal wounds, Harold The rtheb 
was defeated, the rebels difperfed, and the royal ifts left maf- defeated. 
ters.^f the field, with the glory of a bloodlefs f iXory.* 

'• BiIt the malcontents foon recovered their fpirits after this 
repulflL and began a fecond time to ryake head, though de-» 

JertedW SJarold>. who, in a cowardly manner, had fle<j into 
Sweden. uThc approach however of Jlfalop, with a body of 
forces, fobn 'reduced them to-order: upon which he called an 
ailcmbly, revived feveral laws- that had fallen into negleX, 
obliged the peafants publicly to abjure Harold, whom they 
proclaimed king, and reftored the former tranquillity of the 
province. The fhalcontents would indeed have* been more 
feverely handled by Canute , who now entered the province, 
and propofetl giving the digriX of poftherret to be plundered 
by the foldiers, had not dPfalsn interpofcd in their favour. 

Next year Canute received a foleron atnbaffy from the can- A. D. 
peror FrederifBai’tmvffao complimenting him upon.his acWr 1 ?^ 
ceffion, and defiring the continuance of that alliance which V*/™" 
, fubfifted during his father’s reign between the Imperial and ^ J. 
Danijb courts. The fntention, however, of all thefe fpecious Barb ^ 
profeffions of friendfhip, was no other than to obtain fome ro ^ 
conceflions in favour of the Vandals, and *o pervade Canute 
.46 attend the*aulic council in perfon, as a vaflal of the era- 
^ffire. His majefiy, penetrating into Barbara's views, re¬ 
turned a modeft refufal to* thefe requefts: upon which the 
Cjpperor lent a reply filled with menaces, and commanding 
*’ him, 


j Itwy in iuwi wiu ujr uicic 

jw together a body of forces to oppofe 
fe ardour e$)prcfied by both fides to come 
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him, in a haughty ftrain of a&hority, 
having no efftft, he fent Sigefred , and 
Canute ’s After, to Rofibild in ord^-,/6 * 


He excites 
the Van¬ 
dals to a a war w j ( h Denmark^ promifing 

with _ , _ is _j.i 


BarbaroJJf 

prince of the Vandals , A nee the 



war 


fupplies m 5 n 


. 

Canute an< * mone y- ® ut t ^ ie Vandal pni"e,*dreading , 

quences of an open war with fo potent a king' 1 
willing to difobey the emperor, began ui\ »df t?' 


yarimar his uncle, then governor of K' "<•», ’ the 

Difappointed in this attempt, he 'tJ* ^ -jrv* 
to quarrel with him. yarimar immerMa^iy V 
baflador to acquaint the king with thefe tranfai&JTil , Bu¬ 
gijlaus , pretending that nothing could be more agre^h^'tS 
him than fubmitting the difputc to the decifton of Canute 
a general diet, fent ambafladors to court to plead his caufi^ 
While he was amuAng Canute with negotiations, he privately V 
raifed a great army, a^d equipped fo powerful a fleet, that he ( 
fent to acquaint Bafbaroffa y that now he had it in his power ’ 
to oblige Canute to fubmit to the terms his imperial majeity 
fhould think fit. to prefcribc. But his treachery and boating, 
foon received the ‘juft puniftiment, through the vigilar^e of 
/tf bfalon , that fkilful and haidened veteran. No foon 4 was 
the minifter made acquainted with Bugijlaus* s pj^c/tdings ’ 
than fie publifhcd e ai? edi£l, obliging all men withirf/he Da- 
nijb iflands, who had attained a certain age, to afler.tfle under 
arms at an appointed rendezvous. The king was abfent in 
Jutland, and the emergency of the occafion would not admit 
of the delay which would neceftarily attend Waiting for his 
Jnftru&ions. A fleet was equipped with anftzing expedition, 
the troops were embarked, and under fail in queft of the enemy, 
before Bugijlaus imagined ^hat his intention was*difeovered, 
Abfalon Abjalon had difperfed directions among the officers of the fleet, 
defeats tbt regulating the manner of engaging, and exhorting them to 
Vandal perform their duty, and maintain the ceyftHltfon'df their coun¬ 
try, by defeat!ng once more thofe barbarians they had fo often 
vanquifhed. His inftruClions were obeyed; he caipe upon 
Bugijlaus while he lay at anchor, at fome diftance from Ru- 
gen , feafting, caroufing, and waiting for the emperor’s orders 
in what manner tg difpofe of Denmark. He dreamt not of 
Abfalon' s approach, and was attacked, defeated, "and difperfeft ■ 
before he had time to recoiled himfelf, to ifl'ue out one' 

Angle order, or make the fmalleft (hew of refiftance. 
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*. ^Denmark. 

^ was (o dnappointed in his high expedU- 
aU thoughts of reducing Canute tothe 
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JftoSpSs to and 
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and receiving the inveftiture 
f the emperor; for this Pan-* 

-,5 :j ,as t\ principal objedk whiqh Barbaroffa had 

content himfelf with this victory : 

^•jieu hi? attacked and took Wolgaji^ Wol- 

. fa ' feveral otiivtovC.js and cities, which he gave up to 
by his^eis. 

,l % the kii.g in perfon marched into the Vandal 

and laid watte feveral provinces, without 
' » the people indulging themfelves in 

^Shlf^^'^L^runkennefs, as if in the midft of profound 
P^e 7 , J™jrefource» of defpair. Inflamed with the defire 
of nr' the troops defired to be led from Grotzwin 

/nip* ^merania , difregarding all the difficulties of a march 
jfcftrough a barbarous and mountainous country, while fatiating 
x-heir avarice was the objed. But proviftons failing, and- the The etun- 
infantry being quite fpent with fatigue, the king brought back &*** 
'the army to IVollin, where, in a brifir.'Jgimifh, he defeated> 
tfugiJlauS) and had near taken him prifoncr, at the very time-'*™**** 
ho,was laying in ambufh for the Danes. This a&ion, accord- 
ingV.o Pont anus ^ happened near the city Camin in the Upper 
Saxly, in confequence of which Canute laid fiege to it, but 
was peAented from purfuing it, by the intreaties and fupplica A 
tions K fh.he priefts and other religious perfons, who had'come 
out of t^city to deprecate Jsis wrath. 1 * 

BUGfSLAUS perceiving nothing but ruin and dettru&ion Bugiflaus 
around him, went in perfon to Jarimar and Abfalon , to beg/«« for 
their interceffiqn with the king to procure him a peace; tat peace. 
Abjalon imagining his profeffions were not fmepre, replied, 
lthat the foldiers were not yet fufficiently rewarded with 
plunder fos the fatigues they had undergone, nor the Vandals 
punilhed enough for thoir perfidy. This anfwcr determined 
Bugiflaus to obtain peace upon any terms, which at length was 
granted, cn^ondi^ntha the would pay a prodigious fum of 
money fpecified, as alifle for his ill conduct, and indemnifies- 4 
lion for the expences- of the war ; and that he would hold his 
title of 4 duke at the ^ands of the king of Denmark , and ac¬ 
knowledge himfelf a vaiTal of that cr 6 wn. This treaty he 
confirmed by hoflages ; after which he was fumptuoufly en¬ 
tertained by Abfalon. Before his departufe he performed ho¬ 
mage to the king, and prottrated himfelf before him on the 
ground, protefling, that he held all his dominions by the 
bounty and clemency of Canute , and was willing to furrender 
them at his pleafuree This was a* voluntary a& of humilia¬ 
tion. 
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A. D. them at his pleafure. This was a voluntary act 
11^6. ' tion, which Canute-, from a fpirit cn ; 

,to prevent, but in vain. Bugtjlauptozs a mean 
mtolcnt in profperity, and the Ijjtffg rqurfy meSriSt 
derate to the vanquiflied. Thus me hndq~ ij 2 W 
Voldemar fo much toil, tjUfa fore, and^nrdrVwere; *' . 
totally fubdued by his fon, and their 

to the crown of Denmark. BugiJUtXu duf : ng his life.^. ^ 
firm to his engagements, and on his de. .fti-bed ftf 
mended it to the guardian® of his children. Jo.. 1 * 1 ^ 
refled by Canute , in the partition of f)is d 
A. D. Before the king returned' to Rifcbtu yj^£Voh s *' Jkgp 
11S7. a great afflux of clergy from all parts of Hurf^ 

JJet form Germany , with the king’s confent, convoked e totn* P ■ 

•f nuotjhip and among other 01 dinations puffed one duHSS? rai ’ ^ 
ejtablijbed f arne form of divine fervice ftiould be ufed in all 

/j k churches within the Danifl) dominions, the fame pfalmody an^ 
Damfli chanting* performed ; and for this |ftirpofe certain forms hi 
prayer and public worfhip were drawn up, in which /Ibfalori 
was affifted by a gr.ac number of other learned biihops and 
divines (A). * 

About the beginning of the following year Bugijlaus did, 
and his dukeddfm was divided between his Tons Cajinrrfznd 
Bugijlaus. A frc(h conteft likewife arofe between Can ft and 
the emperor Frederic BarbarojJa. The emperor fca a » am- 
bafly f& invite the k^ to the celebration of the rfp/ials of 
his filler and the duke of JSuabia , aod to demand th # - ymainder 
of her portion which Voldemar had promifed, bill hitherto re¬ 
mained unpaiJ. Canute fufpefling fome treachery, anr! - 
cfcllefling the fnares laid by Barbarojja for his father, the la«.„ 
enemy he had raifed by his intrigues againll hirfifelf, and his 
fevere condufl to the duke of Saxony , anfwered the ambaffa- 
dors, that as to what related to the nuptials, he fihould be glad 
they were celebrated with afi poffibl/ r x>mp ; but that he muff 
not go upon fuch an occafion out of his own dominions. As 
to the portion, it was unufual, he la^d^^pay the whole be- 
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(A) Saxo Grammaticus , a tru¬ 
ly claftical, eloquent, and en¬ 
tertaining hiftorian, concludes 
his hiftory with the tranfaftions 
of this year. • No waiter has fo 
firongly characterized the an- 
tient manners of this people, as 
Saxo , who has carefully pre- 
ferved all their traditions* fa¬ 


ble®, and the very genius of the 
times, iiC his beautiful * 1 tranfla- 
tions of the (bugs and narra¬ 
tives of the Danijb bards (the 
only hiftorians of the earlier 
ages) and the martial atchieve* 
*nents of thofc glorious barba¬ 
rians,, who were the ronquerors 
of a gh^t part of Europe. 


fore 




"Denmark, 


Jnt* corJui'^n^' 00 h an ^ ■^ c . ^ erc ^ ore h<4>ed .the emperor 

" ^ v »• 1 * ^nnnivltitMn «m^W m Dammam J 


woui.i excafe his t no^, 

tamnt 1 r._ . ft M3CL. ■ f"Vft f\T if*? 
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iplying with a demand fo extraordi- 
'Harojfa was enraged at this con* 
and \at back the princcfs, Canute’s 
ar:d vii^nity, attended however with 
{he had'^ved {even years at the im- 


A. D. 
1189. 


meat. 


A. D. 
1192. 


tempt <C(Jin 
lifter, yfyu’i 

t- 

N e pt, / v<Ar the'cri'*JuJ:-^s preached up in Germany ; and 
♦he tir^e^^eized wV^ **ne fpirit of holy atchievements, de- 
•^eimina-lj^orOn expedition tp the Holy Land, in order to 
i^cover W^'-wut of the hands or *Saladin and the infidels. 
-* r lV*^"‘«ven i t anyjspftiir^nces dtr.* ; ng his'Sbfence, he found it 
K'qgjTary uA.* ‘/Jit the differences between him and the 
Court** of Denma'y zndSsxony. Henry Leo was recalled from Henry 
banifhmj^j aqir reftored to a part of his dominions ; but we Leo read- 
db^/t\jsJ any account of the negotiations between him and kdfnn 
Ghrtite; only it is faid in general terms, that the emperor and 
^rh^rerminated-all their differences. , 

». From henceforward until the end of the year 1192, Den•' 

Yjiark enjoyed profound peace, notwit'k'Aanding the diftur- 
fiances railed by the ambition of Henry lie 0, in H\lftein, and 
the neighbouring continent. Now at length the public repofe 
yas Ifjo^e by the Cornells between Volde/tinr, biftiop of Slef- 
;xvick, ut nd the king. This prelate was the fon of Canute, Di/putet 
' flain b*-^ men at the publjL entertainment he made for him and between 
\hc latt^ rn ng .Valdemar, at Rofchild. He now claimed not the king 
only,his rimoiv;, !^ut a (hafe in the regal authority, as the and the 

fon of Canute,- the grandfon of Magnus, and great grandlbn bijhop of 
. f kl Nicholas. Perceiving that all his arguments were vain, Slcfwick 
jn' *is backed with power, he applied for ailiftance to AdoLv 
phus earl of Holjiein, Bernard duke of Saxony, and Otho mar- 
uuis of Brandenburg , all of whom agreed to attack Canute by 
land, while the bifhop Invaded his coafts by means of a fleet. 

To render his meafures nitre fecurr, the prelate went in per- 
fon to Norway , a 1 wit 1 magnificent promtfes engaged the 
king, or, as others »fr!rm, his ‘. Hacquin in his caufe, ob¬ 
taining from him tmfc/'*fhips of war, well equipped, and 
every way fitted to put to fea ; 

Before Fdldemar entered upon a£iion, he was told it 
would be for his intereft to make an overture of referring his 
caufe to the king, and a general dVet of the ftates. Hence it 
was not doubtep but rather than hazard the l<lf 3 of all his domi¬ 
nions, Canute would confent to a partition of his kingdom ; 

Or, at lead, agree to give thv^Hilhop fome honourable and 
lucrative government. Thefe monitors, befides, hinted the 
inconfifteucy of his beytg at the farfte time a king and a 
» { bifhop. 
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biifaop. Voldemar imprudently lent\n 
' tions, referred his caufe to the diefe*; 

.. l ' me Seized and imprifoned, wherg 4ie 
* of fourteen years, until he was^ichar; 

T^ mpn ‘ by king Valdemqr II. Thus . ,dde<V th 

° |hreatened deftru&ion to Canute j thoujh__ 

may credit Pmtanus % relive, that thaP^-jiiryp w 
foner in a fed fight off t.ie coaft of^^ouiaj. “ Hf 
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A. D. 

,l 93 - 

Canute’; 


riVal^, • 

rant of the prelate’s fate, marched'Y^i hgflile jpCQ/jer to the 
frontiers of Denmark ; ani, pitching ’th£ir camaT djj ^e^a^dts^ 
of the river Ryder^ waif-. J the v. :val of Cq*mte^- 4 dy$ Prviajf 
nus ; though we r *cncr imagine they F.^jjb excited to c&ftei > 
on the operations with the bilhop. After th^yi&d wajted fe^ 
feveral days, forage and provifions growing"! fcarce, they de¬ 
termined to return home; all befidts AdolphUs y wk^^ntered 
the Danijh territories, and laid the country wafte wLak y 
Sleftvick. But the news that his allies had actually retreSVec*. 
that the bilho* *vas made prifoner, and, above all, a repulfe 
he met witn from the king’s forces, obliged him to purchafe^ 
peace, a- a^reat f' r Jnce, to prevent their cutting off his sc\ 
treat. 1 * • 

Th is year Philip II. of France , fent ambafladors to Canute, 
to demand in •'marriage his beautiful filler Ingeburgi!^ galled 
__ by French writers Gelherga. The propofals were actarpted, ' 
^™four thoufand marks in pure filver paid down for h’tyf action, 
U ji o r- and v fleet equipped 1 to, conduct her with "all-poKiab pomp'* 
France. * nt0 F yanu -> where'* the nuptial^ were ccS’ht^tcd^rhsnd fyge- 
burga proclaimed queen, in the year 1194 ;•<?*, as otVier 
She is ^writers relate, in 1195. This princefs the king divorced the 
divorced, following year, under a variety of pretences which it would be 
unneccffary to recite in this place; and, among^thers, on ac-, 
count of a foetid breath, which he pleaded, from feme of th?: 
Byzantine writers, was a fufKcient ca.v^e. Her brother Canute 
applied to the pope, infifteng, that (Philip fiiould part with the 
wile he had married fince his reparation from his filler, and 
take back the injured and repudiated/w^axM, who was 
confined in a ftrong caftle (A). Buftne 2 Vw)a hiftoriahs 
mention nothing concerning the event of this application to 
his holinefs. c » 

V. 

(A) One reafon j.iven “by Ihe was at lead ten Heps re- 
Philip for repudiating Ihgebwga , moved ; and bclides, that there 
was their near confan/uinity, had been a breach in the right 
though by the genealogical U idine, about three generatioift* 
ble of PoRtanus it appears, that bt o-e (1). 

(1) Tort an. /. vi. p. *£9, 

\ This 


J 



A. D. 
1196* 
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_, J|w {Jwafwordedi a tbufter to be ^ made of all the A, D. 

■r^fittb Star ‘arms cin hp- dominions, and each province to 1195. 
ianu ‘p pro'portipji cfjfcipping* every way equipped to put T/* po wer 
-Men^gr up&n iclion^ The whole foce of the Dan'tjh °f Den- 
V ?iafs^rom1^ic eftii’A'tte given bg[ fyntanus, to have ni ^ r ^» 
arW UeV *it y fhips ot vi^r, befides the 
•fulpiieu V v;iTals, tribunMW ftates, and allies. When # 
as ready tc^put to fea, then Canute* 
fcdagSWs 'att'fking, onfl*more,the Fallals and 

(few, wLi hadtat^^^d ChrilfVmity, and* reftored their 
lojjSrdnd/yVj ^ds^-alb^aving fo ijbng received the light of 
tateofpd. W:\paji, Stehitf and chher towns and cities, 
pdfned their gates to a force tfi&jk found‘Tftbmjel ires unable to 
Aift j and thus tjie enemy were reduced to obediaace as foon 
4 Canute appeared. v 

• Nfix^vyem he* made an expedition to Livonia, with a view 
o Chriftianity among thefe northern Barbarians, who 

V# yet remained in the ignorance and obfcjrity of 'paganifm. 
5ome*attempts tb effed this had been mail, b jpFpldemar and 
nhers of his prcdeccffors ; but for want of froper filiations* 

; .nong the mifiionaries, they all proved dfc-i^nve. Tits is fhe • 

&fon affignfd by the DaniJIj writers for thisfcxpafct,^; tho' 

.ve \ink ...improbable that Canute had in view the putting a 
[top t<» rfie conquefts of the Teutonic kni^’tTJs («n order dri¬ 
ed i(hcd*n few years before) w)jp^ad almoft fubdued the whole 
pGuntr)* ‘V'fbout regardytfftne rig^pit which the kings of Den- • 
fnark cljPJjsd -over ’l^eral of jfe more *northern provides. 

Conpernii; ^t he e& am of this^mair, the Damp hiftoiians are 
filoft. *V* 

/about thenar 1198, Otbo marquis of Brandenburg made * ^ 

/n incurlion into Pomerania , and fei/ed upon feveral caftlcs^ ’’ 
\nd fortrefles, avtftch he claimed as his property. Canute, on ^ uc , rye \i, e . 
tie contrary, believet^hem to be his right, and accordingly ~^. MC , n (ja- 
itermined ty regain tnbm by force of arms. Other reafons nut£ . an d 
filtewife concurred in lignNig up this war, and among the o,j,o of 
reft a grudge, which Canute bore the marquis on acrount of hr.-mdsn- 
the late a (Mange he f had given to Faide mar, b: ill op of S’,f- burg. 
IvTek. A ftfet was equijtwi, and the command given to Pe¬ 
ter btfhop of Rofcbild , aira^is brother Torbern. 1 hey were 
'ordered t» enter the ^iver fiPiviow, while the king took up 
his refidence in the ifland of to Jafcrve their opera¬ 

tions, and wait the event. Here tm:v were joined by the P 0 - 
meranians, Vartfals, and MecklenburgenJ tht fubjeds or allies 
of Canuti\ notwithftanding whidtj^ifif bifhop was defeated, 
tnade prifoner, and the DaniAettHKy obliged to fly with preci¬ 
pitation to their (hips. Tcmrn was killed in the battle, and 
Mod. Hist. Vol. »KXII. * N the 
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the bifhop kept (or two year^> clew; prifbner, 4 efc^pmg^t laft 
by the connivance of the nfctrquis,whto was unwitting/' 

1 . . • _*_'•_ c. e. _u 


Canute 


tering 

incurfions intfc. 

the Vandals. He laid w^rie a great jj/r; 
Jarmaric , and propofe^i entering rH" . 
invading the ifland or tlyt nac#% haji^iot 
winter ttoppC'/nis progrr ,s. , ^ 



ade 
*cnf of 
9 $* 9 $ b ';*)3 


In the enfuing Ipriry^ 6c«»^ t ^.v;imandedfhir%iry ib per 
obliges the fon, and enterinp^f.yiW«,^laf,i ‘the territories of 

/a waite. H; too fccurely encamped for thc^enemy to ven- 
brg peace, ture upon attacking him ; and without patting beyond thei 1 '* 
dcr , he obliged Adolphus to fue fc. peace, fitter this the kiflg 
returned to Denmark, to be prefent at the laft bfeijtr-s of hfe 
queen’s mother, Ivho died in his abfence. *' , V* r *\ 

The fpringoflthe year 1199, wasufhered in by a brewk 
Of the 1 _$> Adolphus , difliklng the conditions impofeci 

upon hjm, had igain recourfe to arms, and the king conA 
mitteduhe care^. the war to his brother Valdemar. THl 4 
aeunrs y nun £' ■* now tirft appeared at the head of an'army, ar^y 
Adolphus con ^ u & gavq, ft rnM g prognoses of his futuu ere' cnefs. 
and makes ' With inferioV forces he met Adolphus, engaged ana* defeated' 
a /uccrjs- him, with a dreadful fiaughtc. *»f the enemy, Adolphs him- 
ful cam- felf very narrowly ricapiri-j k out o? ,v J^e field. all t^ 

' or tak* firifoners. 


A. D. 

1199. 

Tuaig 

Valdemar 
defeats 


ful c 
pa/gn 


lIAjhiners were cither killt^ 


woun“ 


•d, 


Adolphus took fhelter. in Jlaj/Lurgb, whivTl** "^^rhmellMtely 
inverted by the conqueror, .and taken, the utjWtunate d.ike 
elcaping at a poftern gate. Valdemar purfue/^iis victory, a.'d 
in a fhort time made himfelf matter of all the fortified town? 
in Holjlcin , over-r2n and totally fubdued tne* principality if 
Swerin, took Lubec, after a brisk fiee £ and, in a word, 2 1- 
nexed a great part of the German continent to the dominio ,s 


of Denmark , 


without meeting 


\nch one repulfe during the 


glorious courfe of the two campaigns. 

While Valdemar was traverftng rtirfc cookies, Adolphus 
found means to repofl’els himfelf qSL-Hamburgb j "upon which 
the Danijh prince immediately catted the Elbe, and a fetond 
time laid fiege to this city, '.Il'ich Ivid not then attained to 
that height of pover and/ pulence to which it afterwards ar¬ 
rived. The fiege v^as canted on with fuch vigour, that the 
citizens, «diflrefl€d for proviftons, were obliged to capitulate. 
This brought on a c 4 ;£ r enee between Valdemar and Adclpbus, 
who waited on the prince in camp. As foon as the inha¬ 
bitants of Dithmarjh , then fervin^under h aide mar, were in¬ 
formed 



fbt 

that Adolphus w; 
Jo his tent v ki or 
|{vfi their countr 


0 Denmark. 1 

camp, thiy rufhed fword in 
r to refcenge the ravages he had com- 
Thei ....... 
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cc 

iniaSL'.^yAth. 



fury was fuch, that Voldemar 
V cou ^ hardly^rdftrain them from putting him 

1 *k:„ j t was ag. rec;l ^ that t he 

diurg fliould receive Dantflj 
[d be pO^ wholly into tnfc* hands of Voldemar, he* 
cvj* : " 7T.nt*TBS^the citijgt'^Jhould remain in the 
of alLtfek^l,denis?, *yinrniSJUie!fc|and property* 
■dolph$ foon aftbmj. Ved to jorefy. his en^gaments, upon 


he was ieized ancF^gfnitted the forMwfs of Seburg, 
bifhop Voldemar was prifo 

,.This year-died tlfc brave, the honeft, ancflfce%ious Abfa* A. D. 
%#> a rchbifhopof Lunden^he faithful fervant of the crown, 1201. 
fiZrapatron of the people ; the fcourge of his country's foes. Death and 
fte RT-jiC^or fcf letters, the encourager of j'.larned men, the cbaraQer 
rewarler o i merit, and, in a word, the gruateft orrtament of^.AWa- 
Denmark. Poft/rity ow$s to him this pjculj^r obligation, * on ‘ 

♦hat he firft perfuaded Saxo Grammaticus to .yiuertuMR^Jiis hif- • 
ory, and generoufly countenanced and^fr^orted huh while 
&fwas engaged in that work, which will t\? me- 

moiV of botji with honour to the moft diftanl ages, <Andreas 
Sweir, chancellor of Denmark, fucceedtii*'Ssfm ip the archbi- 
jjjipprit^ According to fome au£’xJrs f Saxo Grammaticus died 
about tiL ,,time, and a fevy vAjnthsjffter Jiis patron j though, 

£om tht^n^nner iruwhipi'i he fpeaIre of Voldemar I. in his de¬ 
face, £dd> ;(j[ed 'to *\Y 4 ? new ajdnbifhop, we have reafon to 
thin 'y he 1 . ^rofiiy a few yrars after that prince's acceiSon 
to me throne\v . 

/VALDEAfA&iAiaving greatly enlarged the Danifh boun- jA. D. 
otries by the totalAdu&ion of Holjlein , Stormar , the diftricls 
□A. Lubec and Hambu^h, the country properly and.antiemly 
cabled Nordalbingia , burrow included under the general name 
t 'AJiolJlein, alid within limits of that dutchy, together 
with feveral other principalities, dutcnics, and earldoms, was 
advifed to ftrengthen his alliances and the royal line by mar- 
pca. Ingel t,-. /-,£* filler to Otho duke of Brunjwick; 

mathe nuptials were ce^brated at Hamburgh with great 
jnagmficence, king Canute sending in perfon, and preliding 
it the entertainment. Vhldemar \d, for fome years, enjoyed 
:he government of Slefwick j and r^w his dower was confide- 
ably encreafed by his conquefts, all whicj# Cqpute annexed to 
he dutchy of Sfcfwick. The king returned to Denmark and 


1202. 


* Prxfat^ftift. p. 
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Death and toon after was feized with a r^alady' ^hich carried him oWr%*C 
( t ttr a few days, and fo fuddenly' that fc*.',je perfons fufp cQmpfa* 
•/■Canute, was poifoned, though by wfiofe means remaijjs - * 
fecret. He is celebrated as a>jppince of Igreat ricty 
ration, extremely chafte and federate, bqir 
rior. The conquefts ma$."uurTng hid rei^n ar^ 
attributed to Abfalon ancj^ aldemci ■ ibj£?te cav*fi 
mend the judgment ^ jn chu.j^ nineftej 

generals, and ^.'.c.ig fcf' ennre a-^nj ’cncc irvthem,’ 
withftanding fc r T obloq// arid d$. fuhon of. tljjsir pun. 
and powerf u£, enemjc r v Cat faid to have palled 
very wholefir,.^ *.nu neceflar^laws during his reign, par} 
larly one *with refpcct to murder, by which it 'was ojdai 
that only the pcrfonal effe&s of the, murdered fhould be^cinffc.* 
cated, his real eftate defeending to his heirs Hhd relations, thaj 
the innocent migh’: not be involved in the punimmwt^trf* the 
guilty. j t 

~-ry V L D E M A R II. , 

r l P 

Valdc- Imwiediatp:^ on the death of Canute his brother, Val - 

mar II. demarf ’ -.wTted with all the badges of regalauthority. Aa 

A. D. . ‘ “ 

1203. 



._ Q _ ig^FaldemaK 1 • ..Hi^Wiili r 

ploits had gained him great reputation, anti g^gmentefc the 
wealth and power of his country ; and his ppute conduct uac 
v » fecured to him the efteem and affe&ions .it all to whom ljC 
was perfonally known. ** , 

With thefe advantages Valdemarc/te red upon the govern¬ 
ment of a kingdom, to prefide ovegfJvhich he was equally En¬ 
titled by birth and rnerii. The/rfual oath of allegiance Vva: 
taken oy the whole kingdom, with uncommon alacrity ; no 



fijyy LiwSt 


ti.nus and the Saxon Chconuyfr f 

N ext he entered upojptrcaty with Adolphus duke of Hoi 
jiiin , then his priVner, my which it was ftipulated, that Adol 
phus Ihould be^et Vi liberty, provided he renounced all clair 
to the dutchy of and the citadels of Hamburgh an 

Laivenburg > for wehM Ti^^this lafl: Hill remained in rii 
hands of his adherents. By means they got poflefiux 

V c 

< 
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awy/^arrifon, wc’are not informed s 
ertcd bjj, Pont anus \ 


after it received a 

61, however, is 

DEMAR palfing then &nto Schoncn y held a diet, and 
ber 6f Imvs for the good regulation of the 

it was that bjKiup^^tfAat/war was releafed, after 

nent of {ourteeq years,'wi condition that he would _ 

_ ^spanijh dominions ; a The hijhof 

fenten^e, whjcft’TPS loon .mi : £atecij, the interceffion of e^SIef- 


A.D. 

I2o6- 


He 


even 


wick 


re- 


A.T>. 

1208. 


intjfiueen,, ^he bi(hoJfc*.nd feveraf,.>f the r.V/ility. _ 

obfoined, throdgh the lhfeqgnce of friend,»|the means o(^ a J £ ^' 

D»<ng chofen bifhop of Brefcwy in of Hartwic , 

lately deceafed. This eleflion caufed great (iftiurbanecs in 
iBremen , Hamburgh , ancijyheiever the jurifdi&tffn of this fee 
extended i but the fleady prudence ,#f Vaide mar furmounted 
all j^tfiaulties, annulled the eledtiof^ an j 'got But her chofen 
arcm>iftiop. ; | 

This year produced jnfurre&ions and $irtu^» r , among that 
pdople called Sujous , inhabiting part oi f * m w ith r 4 Sweden 
Proper , and Bothnia , which communi^fjk an d As of war 
&ot only tor Denmark , but almoft to all of the 

Ssuyth. Smercher , at prefent, fwayed th^ldiitei^n confe- 
quence-of an agreement, that tl^e/oticiuj of»tne kings Eric 
and Charles Ihould alternate!’* reinfi. But Charles's iftue get Jjk or t 
ting pof\ffion, they eir*:.i "profc*bed*>r flew all the childrens™ of 
of Canttey lqp tC)£rfy exccpuEric the youngeft, callcc^ftcr the affairs 
his grandfather.. 7 his prinJt fled into *Not way, and there o/ t>wc- 
concealea*^»ciiielf during" the perfection carried on againft den. 

Yfis family *, ‘^t making ftrong'friends among the nobility and m 
people, he novtaeturned home, and laid claim to the crowrw<^ 

He fuccecdejJ ^happily in alienating the afFedtions of the 
^people from Swercwf\ that he was already at the head of a 
wrong party. Swerah*^ perceiving the danger, left no ftone 
unturned to draw Valdem^r into h^n quarrel. He made-large 
promifes, ufed fupplications, fent prelents, and at length pre¬ 
vailed fo far, that Voldemar fent a ftrong body of Danes and 
£*.?M^«***^tThis afiiu. 'yjt (A), under the conduct of Peter , 
Jyujamed the Elder t bilf^bp of Rofchild , who had been unfor- 

# > L. vi.^297. » 

(A) His firft queen Ingeburga mia . The^nuptia^ were cele- 
dying without iflue, Voldemar bra ted ft Lubec in the year IZ05. 

(bon after married Dagmar . T.?nxm means he became con- 
daughter to the king of nefted with Bohemia (1). 

yrfi) Pontan. /. vi» 

N 3 tunate 
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tunate in a battle againft th ^Vanduk. Joining; forces wij 
Swercher , they gave battle to Eric, fa nd after an obft|| 
conflict were totally defeated, 4 with prodigious fiaughtj 
number of officers and foldiejs which the DtffltSk li 


The Da- 

pifh auxi¬ 
liaries dt~ 
jcat id. 


^'victory j 
,n thefe parts. 


* v;*r- 

i L- 


great, that this,was the moft ton 
battle which had ever bee 

SfVERCHER colle^iirtcen Xcat^reyd troopf^ 
for ibme time againfi^f 'v^v^y eqVErhyz 
to a decilive ca.ixonent; p;ar( ’Gi/llthftfw^-more inform' 



A. D. 

IZ09. 


already betj/i fufficiently puniihed for maintaining the unjuft 
caufe of an jfurper and murderej;^ In this war it wasJu pCi 
pofed, that not iuj. thaitcfiftecn thoufand Danes, t be fid as Bohe* 
tnians, perifhed. ; «*» ^ . 


Lubec 

burnt to 


A. D. 
1210. 


VALDEMAR ftpplied himfelf now to the fortifying his 
frontiers onj \^~(i ,tinent, and improving the new acquired 
JominioyT ^ .t lide. He demolifhed JVittenburg , and 
greatly kniAT! ?.^nnburgh: after which he threw a fine 
bridge / * .^fln to fouth over the Elbe . But, in the mit^ 

tuna to Q f thefe/enyurj 1 pefts^ ,Lubec was intirely burnt ds\wn by}act 

the ground. acc ij €v ,t j only* five^ouTe': Reaping the flames; and this part 
of the town' went, in the day \^f Pont anus , by the, name «f. 
' the Five Houfes. V ** 

Next year Voldemar wcnHfnon an wfiDet^tioui agaiirft fome 1 
pagan nations, inhabiting thc\,tanks ot \krVi/i ubn wi*Ji a 
view to eftablifh theCfhiAian religion in thofe twjRxf ous paVts. 
What fuccefs he met with we know not; hyf he was foot* 
-ecalled, to be prefent at the birth of his eldM fon Voldemar ,< 
who was born this year, and at the nuptjalTof his After with 
king Eric, whom but a little before beheld as an enemy (q 
the kingdom. jy *1 

About this time was* laid the^foundation of the city oi 
Stralfund in Pomerania Royal, oppofite to the ifle of Rugen, 
Voldemar intended it both as a fortrefs and commercial toyrn : 
“■*. ? nor were his expectations difappointd#^" for it SSfei*... 

* quented by the Saxons, and other onions, that it foon ro(p 

eminence. An attempt was mf^e the following year by Ca - 
ftmir and Bogijlaus tio dcftrrait; but they were repulfed by 
jarimar and the inhjbitanfc of Rugen, a flirted by a body of 
Danes. This yeav the queen, after being delivered of another 
prjnce named Canute, y&d, loudly lamented and fincerely ro- 


Strnlfunc] 
jQUhdcd • 
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gretted, both by the Ring" 
the caftie of Drcningbolm was 
tfic Queens IJland . ' ‘ 


oeople. In memory of her ■ 
that name importing 

\ 
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l the year 1213, Vmdemar determined upon an expedition A. D. 
pft the PomeranianA and with that view arrived in Demin % * 213. 

! *;del of which he rebuilt, and fortified in the ftrongeft Voldemar 
h- i \ * . ' gees inf er- 

fem ambaflador^to congratulate^ 6 " a Z ain ft 
tffwperor rrederi&\$\"- F his acceffion, and procure t!lt . , 0 
^vcffituT’ JJPj^ntnt u ‘ m u P 5 ^ately conquered in G\?r- tan,ans * 

^ TU“Wrk-- ’..CftmpitVnrjjl • V ‘ VnlAent,ir nntrl^nflir 

v *.$&&• to paj\ ratha^than have ' 

Wa5t/>hat_Ji»isfEthfiCrffc ^fiiti vel 

was granted j a fofl^gHhftrui’-ifnt, co Terming him in 
mV light, was made out; andtfta ambaii«\iu** ^yjiifled, after 
• many difiin&ions conferred on them. J > » 

5^-Ik the mean time the Ranijh forces and fleet fc 4 re making 
t&fome ppogrefson the coaft otd^omerank^ *jtfz r laying wade 
‘a grea^: part or the country, jrged in form, and 

takeit; together with a number of other Jities, towns, and 
, fortrefles. Upon this occafion the earl of^j^rv^naid homage 
j to Valdemar, and took an oath, that, when em witfi'ftquircd 
* it, he fliould always have a body of forAf ^s, and i|a rc h a * 
command. i 

. 'J RCHER archbiftiop of Bremen dyi 

^baFS&jnalurgh was put in by*the*4^pe V*i*Jiis 
•clc^ion b^jng difagreeable to tb- p^de, they fei^ to biHr^p Di/put is 
l aflgre him, .1/at, if coaid procure a proper^*™"" 
t fufe^io lypport hioff they were ready to rccqjyc ^ ■ 

him a c «*l!hei’ archb'^op, and Jpuld even join him with ail 
the ^iower could raife, to expel Qerhard. Immediately^.*^' 
on* this notice i-^e biftiop applied Firrilfelf to Otbo , marquis 
Brandenburg , the^highly offended with king Voldemar, be- 
caufe his fleet tyarfflately taken fome forts which he claimed as 
his right. In confeqwuice of this he lent bifhop Voldemar a 
numerous corps of auxuWics. He was likewife affilled by 
depofeu from the im^rial throve by the pope, and dc- 
firous of feeking his revenge in this opposition. Henry Pala¬ 
tine joined in the confederacy, and was the chief inftrument 
, in tn'r^e of Bremen , and depofmg Ger- 

*> The pqpe and king Valafr -**^were fired with refentment 
at this tranfa£fion. Th! one ai\hematiM:d, and the other 
refolved to punifh Voldemar and th^fonferfrates by more ef¬ 
fectual means. Equipping a fleet with aljfpoffible expedition, 

,be entered th e^Zlbe, and laid fiege to MS fade j the citizens 
saving, contrary to their oathpj an 5 rgT»hce, received bifhop 
Voldemar. Henry Palatine, dXo ther to the emperor Otho, lay 
at fome difiance with a/Confiderable aorps, with which he 

N 4 annoyed 


Str «pcJL Ger- 
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annoyed the befiegers, and relieved all poflible means ^ 
garrilon. 

077 / 0 , the depofed emperor, believing that noto mS&i. 
per opportunity offered of invading Denmark forgetifcifiv 
his obligations Co king Valdem arj f/l' c '':$ ifi*' arm*r- 


A. D. 
\z\h. 


emptier Frcdeh‘‘! the fqAner havinn>*V*^ Wfn a 

fixty, or, as f'^.hers^. ce, of Jp*jy thoufarid men. Cfewj 
leaving a fir* 4 i£-^jrnfon in Hamburgh, quitted it with his arm) 
in a pimpVale manner, not churtng to come to an a&ioi; 
with I'aldemJ - and perceiving lyrMelf deferred by the GeP* 
man princes, refi^u^'fM his ilaim to the iniperial diadem. 
and retired into A y lvatc llatton, in which he dM taboul 
three years after, j 1 

' Tiik ”'ie on before Valdxmar had made any great 

’progrds X *r ; only Siade received his troops : but ear- 

Vnldcmar jy in (hfcniATELt leaded the Lozver Saxony, and fubdued al 
invades the coA^ ;^ n ting to Henry Palatine. Next'h'O 


the J-ower ngatnA^/.V.'^J^jiyb^h he c^fely inverted, while thegaFf^; 
Saxony. p 0 „ ti^pon making ^vigorous refift.mce. 1 T ew foorki 
w‘?e railed to annoy thdtbdit^rs ; but the cotirade and -tab- 
" itinacy of the garrifoh anurgi 1 cr $* were at Icngo fubdue* 
by*‘be perfevcrance*of /Wr/WJlbg', and The' cojifcquein 1 famine; 
which obliged them to lurrend^*- at difcrA k»? aff Jr th^*rofs o 
all their principal officers^ and incredible hardly# iurtained. 
A. \ Returning rhen to Denmark, he held general dieter 
*217. the ifland of Sam foe, at which his fon ^fidemar was una. 
nimoufly chofen fucceflor to the throne,* Vhence he paffec 
into 'Jutland, where the general diet vp"^ no lefs unanimous in 
granting him whatever he required ;Amd, to crown the fell^ 
city of the year, his thivd qu tcrf'Berengaria brought hinf a 
young fon, whom they baptized by the name of Eric. 


A. D. 
1218. 


The following 


proclaimed king, 


Valde- 
mar'j cx- 
peditir.fi to 
|avonia. 


I year this young prince wascrownef 1 and 
”, by the name of YsTlemar IIirt8uuVi«ie*«*7 
difpures about the fucceflion. coronation was perforo"^ 

at S’efwick. in prefence of ar^tinity of people of'all ranks, 
who flocked from kyerv qu/cer of the kingdom to behold the 
folcmnity. T ® 

About this Mm VValdunar received advice, that the Li¬ 
vonians, afiifted by M ufcovites. Lithuanians , and othet 
northern barbarous nations, bwd driven from their habitation; 
all thofe who had embraced ClMftianity, and taken an oatfc 
of allegiance to the crown of DenirihJt. Fitting out a power- 

v “ful 
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fleet, he immediately fet fail for that country, with a re* 
ution to punifh thlfr infraction of the treaty fubfifting be* 9 
1 the two natiorrc. He was no fooner landed in Livonia 0 
his tro< 3 |ta were fei»ed with a panic, at the fight of fuch 

as they faw sdfembled on the 
drill ffisfaid tft 'king himfelf was fomewhat 
^ , ’ r * f i 5 iaJ.and‘ l,m u P\a fpeCtacle as a prodigious 

■^•^S-cloa^TP ^itis, vuzr.T'oiz Sibling wild beads than 
fire humanYpeci©*^ but, encourag ed by*.„» ( *jlhops of Lunden 
-tiffed him of. victory . $ilc he was tight- 
jjag the caufe of Chriji , liv jrrjade a i'v»rt fpec. ‘‘v to the foldiers, 
ordered public payers to be" read betWf^ r »^he ranks, and 
then marched with intrepidity againd the ene v *<y. After a 
Warm conflict the Danijh flandard was^ lod,-circumdance 
that aliipiri^d the troops, ,r» give way; until 

he^efif fays Pont anus, was’ pleated \o lend down another 
dandard. Upon this they rallied, attacked the confederate^ He ^feau 
barbarians with aftonifhing refolution, and --r^rwithftandiDg tfaMuf- 
tfieir prodigious numbers, overthrew them with'dncrediblfc covites 
daughter. The hirtorians of thefe and ijter them and thehr 

Pontanuf\&wi te a variety of marvellous ^i* es which allies, t 
StienH 3 latHP. Am ong othe« h th 

inden retired durin^*^(/aCtionjto Madjaatthill, 
where, li'.th uplifted hands nc ^nured forth prayers tl^the 
A\m\tfmd0i&t*Jl?(ildemar\ luccefs," While his hands were hag 
up to jfraven, and t v .e fervency* of pray<* continued, theuene- 
mytond-ntlv 2” - way; bjjfl on the lAd remiflion of the 
bi(hop’s demotion, they iri’their_turn^uftied the Danes ; both 
armies fluCu^ting backward an^rorward, like the waves,J 
fays our.hiftori.Vis on the fea-iliore, according to the prelate*’* 
fervour and aell petitioning the Supreme Being b . 

This fignal viaVy was obtained near the fortrels of Vol¬ 
demar, fo. called front' Voldemar , in memory of this glorious 
‘event, by which the gospel was «once more rellored among 
this rude and ignorant people (A). 

fiow potent and flourishing the kingdom of Denmark was 
fc.V-ciusftihe,’ appears f fm a kind of eftimate of the revenues 
fiwfing from the tributa. ^nrovinces, or thofe countries con- 


w » 

b Pontan. l. 'd. p. yjg 


(A) We wjjl not fpend time 
with Pont anus m examining into 
the truth of the celeftial Ibr 
dard, and the effeCls cd^the 
biihoD’a craven : theft* are the 


% / 

traditi/ns t>f ignorance, and 

pious frauds of the churchmen, 
whicK' it would be unneceflary 
to expofe in this more enligh¬ 
tened age. 


querec| ^ 
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. a- qucred b y Voldemar ^ and of the (landing forces of the who|f 

/Wa# kingdom. This curious account Pddtanus extracted fr» 
’revenue IVitfdd, a writer of thefe days, who cctyied it exactly fn^> 
parchment regiftcr kept by Nicholas Milde ; a ioijfbf. ftew 4 R^^ 
Voldemar . Fropi the provinces p t en - 

lads of oats, twenty-four an( ^ n,t ^ 

of wheat 
nine of 
hundred hogs 


and force 
of Den¬ 
mark. 



was the certain 
fum from adve 
taxes on 
tingcncics 

P 


Venue ; fo which Hc&ty.tal 

hi au»cj.t y ious cittern{ta nce^ Tuch as hires, forfeitures, 
n law-y^^.itl'pleadingsifwith a variety of othei con¬ 
ics ; Jlhe whole amounting to an hundred thoufand 
marks a daj^, or twenty-three millions feven hundred and 
thirty thoufand pV.V V/ L»r arm. f. iuiti fcarce credible ip thefe 
days, and which obl^cF'urVd think, that we haw* 'either 
. -taken the mark at too high a value, or that IVitJ.ld's regitler 
greatly exagge/^es the account c . 

r WiTRlVns revenue were kept for conftant fervice fourteen 
• hundred fgreat arJL&iall /hips for the king’s n/'e, each of 

which, ;/» a^-^nfn, catried one hunJred and-^enty-one 
foldicrs, Vr- -^•he^total of (landing forc:«i, beudv;s » piifons; 
amou^'to otX? .h ui^u iTiTafiV G;j ly -nine thoufand iou; 
figh M . ( ng men?' Such was Tie'prodigious wealth and lporency 
j r,l ihis kingdom in thecreigt^of Voldemar \ I. if we arl to cre¬ 
dit tfcp accounts of cncemporal^writers ;ynd Jrct wc ob- 
ferve, that at this nime it wa^Vreatly faUen from its lo.mer 
fplendor, when the crortps of England , SivJdcn^TtfSi Norway , 
X were annexed to that of Hcnmark (B). 
yV. D. ^ * From the year 1218 to the prefent yea/; nothing me- 
1223. morable happened, befides a remarkable jomej, which our 
author calls a malignant (far, that forcb^cd many calamities 
to the North, in which quarter it appe? ed. The rife of thefe 
is varioufly related : Crantzps fays, tiiat Henry earl*of Siverin t * 
whom we have called Henry Palatine , defirous of effecting a 
perfect reconciliation with Voldemar , obtained a paffport, ^nd 
went to wait on the king at Rojchild t>hat ValdctfUK&^.LQ 
terms which he deemed too hard ajunreafonable, he tqqfc 
the refolution of putting him lp.Jeath, or fpiriting ofl^ 
for which purpofe he bad kepyf veflel, feady to hoill fail at a 

e # Po\TAN. # i. vj. p, 306, 

(B) This eftimate wasVmade plfcit faith in it, though wo 
In the year 1221, and is of fo thjnk it fo curious as to deferve 
extraordinary a nature, that we a plHp in our hiilory, 
cannot expert the reader’s. im« 

minute*!* 
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flute's warning; that 
met on his return, 
in the fields^ 
c treaitarous | 
nd/«pgVin£ 
ny , 


J*of Denmark. 

^6is majefty, beinjf one day hunting, v .. 

(•y Henry, whom he invited to his tent, • 1< 7 m * r 
fox a rural refrelhment, which opportu- /[," 
juefjj feized of carrying him away, gagged 
ui/^jVina/w^nrboard thip, andfciling ftcait to ctlfliw ~ 

- .‘•and.lanTy, thai, ,4* v . >nrlt expohng this great prince 
>uhlic dVifion, he (hut itim upS prifoner in the cattle of 

wKITFEJA) aligns a difterent caui*'f^,ffenry*$ refent- 
L*$, jRirt. Henryi going on a * r ’!grimage to tho 
Holy Land, left his beautiful wife ai:^ childr’^under the pro¬ 
tection and care of Valdenuti The k!.::*, * \>w a widower, 

# was (truck with the perlonal qualities of Henry ^5 ^'jfe, and ac- 
9 tordingly debauched her 



: however, Pontanus aflrgns a variety 
of realons why greater crtJ : ^ is due.^tr* *K,. iiirmer relation, 
Jn this^vniftiement the great t continued for thicc 

ing to the moil authentic documents of thefe 


accoi 


yeaff, 

times j thoulh, from a tnonody quoted by Pontanus, his im 
1 prifonment would feem to have laded for upwai-J- of eigKf 
years. Allflhis time Denmark was in the {rpd didratted fitua 


- £ion. Pa/A 

r&bjefe^ 

• Ttpypeheiv 
l(#ed. |Tbe 

.but than 


was 


beloved an#.”* 


equally uviwvu any , 4 . 
wrfsl have^eleafed him by for/?,.!, 
uelty of fuck' n ^J ur 

highed ranfoms weji offered ftjfhi 


his 

not 


treacherous prince wa6 


by 

'• * \tney 
ure^be fol- 
his lidJ-iy j 
fexojable. At length 


# bi(hops f ^nobTlity,' and people, joined with one voice in geti- 
tionjpg the ipterceflion of thy emperor Ftederick I|. A diet 
of the imperii itates met of confequenee; and Valdtmar might 
have been It- yt liberty, if he ornKir^avc been brought to re- 
linquilh Ijis late\*gnquefts. But to this he would give no ear: 
his life, he faid,*v^as only valuable while it was ufeful to his 
people; and (liould fie content to part with conqueds which 
had cod fo much bloud and treafure, his fubjc&s would have 
little reafon' to with for Vis liberty at the price of fuch an 
indignity to the crown of Denmark. At length, however, 
this noble obdinacy was overcome by the intreaties of his fub- 
*V r i£-~ children, who reprefemed the calamitous date of the 
jjapgdom j |he opportunisms odered to ambition and trealon ; 
the lofles confequent on theS^c^ncy of the throne, infinitely 
more pernicious to the'people l. an the (evered terms the ene¬ 
my could impofe ; with a varietyW otter arguments, which 
operated op the mjnd of this great prin/e, j>ecaufe they had 
the appearanc? of public good* The terms were hard, but^ * 
they were thp bed that pould be procured. Voldemar was fet * ign/ ~j\ 
at liberty for a prodigious rsnfom in money, for re]inqui(hing 
Hol/lewt Svufrin, IjamL/irgh, and the. other towns and for- 

tr?fles 
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treffes on either fide the Elbe ; andHpftly, for lvvearing i<* 
lemnly to maintain this compuUive fcontraft, and neveffi&j 
enter on any meafures to punifh Henry, > or any of the^R^ 
princes who had fo treacheroufly combined aga/fift him. 
treaty was figned on the twenty-flftflefc*r- 
jng to Pantanui j after whiclfTfufklng retuFrit*dh(\ne 
folate, enraged, but vaoxjf than ever belayed bf his fyipf/jo! 
who now became bett* n-r -qy^^jwit h the fii bl jj^ty-dfr Ms 
virtues, by this|Jtf/-?' If adverfity. -• <* ■ 

Previous tyue king’s releafe, th£/I««dfi^ thefe 
which he hadi/*nquered before ujrt flnee the late king’s death, 
were bufied y* ’^covering their rights, which they had com¬ 
pletely effected before they ventured to fee him at .liberty^ 
Albert earl ^ Qrlemund, raldemar's lieutenant in thefe parts, 
endeavoured to"\ 4 ^'y/k 4 jLhein.' Uhd for that purpofe raifed t 
number of forces, wrth ‘vfrnTih he gave battle to- tht 4 *eqemy, 
but with a fortune no way proportioned to his : 4 al and lide- 
lity. After thi* vi&ory they eafily recovered the whole coun¬ 
try they ‘fad loft, and obtained an oath of allegiance from the 
inhabitants. f <■ 

Such ty^lTctyuation of the Danijb provjnr/^-^n Germatf^ 
at this ‘^o%&f r alekmar *s m.'tfo'ftunes Wcr' l i.K s afar 
r end- r * 5 'he^ r ' .becrcrs, nr»V*’'ifh the imaginary' ffebA-irn W»*icf 
th'.^neighbouring ftates ahd recovered, entered up^n a fctfrei 
^ iegotiation with the empeta Frederick , about t-bxsuj^ng off thi 
Da ijh yoke. Thefr meafuiVc were taken fo prudery, thai 
the citadel was fciAed, and th styanijh garrifo q_m ade prffoners. 
before they had the lea{t intimation of the lnty-.tion of thi 
citizens, who aflembled finder pretence of du\*ng new ma- 
giftrates on the ufual day. In order to pr»te& themagainfl 
the confequcnccs of this revolt, they had‘’ml ftgned a treatj 
of alliance with Albert of Saxony , anr^all the neighbouring 
princes, who engaged in this confedr^acy at the inftance 01 
the emperor, then upon bad term^ with Paldemary and cage; 
to extend the influence of the imperial crown. All thefe cir- 
cumftances, together with the difputed election of Nichola 
Stigoth , chofen bifhop of Rofcbiid. much again ft 
inclination, determined him to If jk about for means to^tif 
engage himfelf from thefe tieF 'Xnd incumbrances, fo irkfomi 
to a prince of his fpirit. The Ynethod in which he had been fpi 
rited-away into captivity 4/as infamous ; the conditions upoi 
which hewas re leafed, oppreffive ; the oath he had taken no 
to feek revenge, altogether compulfivc j the revolt of the Lu 
bedersy a frefh provocation ; and this election of the bifhoj 
pf Rofcbildy a flagrant indignity and open defiance of his au 
tbarity. Without having recourfe t<\ what was thought th< 

fupremi 
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ipreme power, inverts by the Almighty! in the pope, to 
yTolve from oaths andt engagements, it would be no difficult 
to acquit Valcfmar upon the principles of rcafon, for a 
tfcgch of a cbatra£t «> iniquitous and lhamcful. This at lead 
iakV*gnat ss'Cfcpiince was excufa^lc for an infrac- 

of a"* r olp?un > treaty, coufi.med by oath, Voldemar's con- 
fwfl: jfnay •certainly, admit of forVj? palliation. He appliefl 
'Q Kte-pop*, W as abfipvca'f**?v,i I.is "f. ^{jements, raifed a gieat 
limy, and ^.ntendHolJlcin with all the ,** f ’tment of a prince 
Mg^ysjnjwred.. f Seizing upon Idjhoa , and ;per places in this 
lutchy, he gave them up„to be plundered bj/he foldiers, and 
hen laid th&n in allies. Leading his army t* /k to Bornholm , 
le was met by the bifbop of Lubec , the arcffbi'hop of Bre- 
netiy Albert duke of Saxony , the duke of Ho'flein , the earls 
if Siverin , Oldenburg ah 2 lecklenbv^ .did feveral other 
jlerjfut& princes, at the head oi a'piv pgious army. A battle 
was fbughtf^ith incredible fury, and with fuch terrible flaugh-. 
ter on botlnfides, that the Ihields and helmets of the foldiers, 

:6 ufe an«Jxpreflion of our author, floated in oi ->od. The Valdemar 
:vent wasflong doubtful, until Va/detfcr.vnhzppUy Veccivcd a is dtfeatfd. 
wound ip e lhe eye, which foiced him to{lie field. His 
troops )Ti^nb’aV ^Jie prefence of th'i.-»y,'4^rch, gave 
way, atjlKScriift a total rout c*'&\3i>*chief|y ou i! fg to i ftrong 
ment of frelh troops, yhich the Lmkeckcrs Dvuight 
up to fiSjp^rr.the enemy. • ;• 

In /his unlo'rtunate engagement j Valdemar loft an cy&; • 
bed troops were deftroyed, .id his moft*experienccd generals 
killed or tafccn prifoners; burle was’iot difmayed. On the 
contrary, ho Returned to Denmark collected his fcattered army,* 
and began ma.^ng new levies with fo much vigour, that t f 
next fpring the field with a more formidable power 

than before. Botr 4 ai*mies encamped on the opp6fite Tides of 
the Elbe ; but the rcircmldance of the lad battle made them 
equally dread a frelh trial of cqurage. Valdemar laid fiege 
again to ldjboa ; but the enemy’s approach obliged him to 
rclinquilh it. He then entered the country of Dithmaijb , 
laid waftc, a*fd rendered a perfedl defart. Return¬ 
ing then through the . Northern Hol/lein y he fet fire to the 
whole ^country, and retire 1 to Denmark , with intention to 
augment his power, *and end -he war by fome decifivc ftroke. 

During his abtence, Aibenypf Saxony feized upon .Ratz- Lawen- 
burg and Molna y and laid fiege to Lajuenburg, which the gar- burg fur- 
rifon defended with fuch obftinacy, that duke Albert was renders to 
forced to enter upon a negotiation with them. He propofed, the enemy. 
therefore, fetting Albert eail of Orlemund at liberty, who was 
for many years detained a prifoner* in Siverin } provided thev 

would 
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would furrender thG town j but the brave *garrifon Would 
. cept of no terms without the confent of their king ; and 
that purpofe fcnt to Voldemar for inftru£fa>ns; The king 
eager to procure the rcleafe of earl Albeit \ hynvas likl 
apprehenftve that the garrifon could jfcj bd[d duCyi^j] 
in a condition "to relieve thep*v*?t was therefore bis at ^ 
that they ihould capitulate on the beft terms itv their F 
Accordingly Lawenbur? jdL% fiwen^~Xd 7 {he gargfon j)rfar^^d' 
out with military Jjo*f,urs, and Albert of Orfrmunef was f»C ft 
liberty, after a lorg imprifonment, in vyiiich ho W, as 
with the mod cn^el feverity (A). ^ 

After thisKanfa&ion Voldemar would feem to havedropt 
all intention of purfuing revenge. For the two fucceeding 
years, we find ^10 warlike preparations going on ; nor yet was 
there any treatjUh* foot for P/%encrai peace. It is pof- 
Valdemar flble that the unfortun^V* dse.;tfcof his fon Valdcma\ (hot ac- 
kiUtdbyan cidentally at a party of' hunting, might have brok 5 h"*'* ref&u- 
accutent. t j ons . an j j indeed, this is the caufe aferibed t v hiftorians 
fpr his indolence, though it did not happen until thLyear 1231* 
As foon as the pub’ic grief was in fome meat) re fubftded 
for the deathef ^ jryince fo amiable as the young^ tf/dswrar, a 
diet aflemtyjeu >\fix$ng the fucceffi^n** vfy» ; A«Li^; s the' 

fecond ffn, OSa^ cHofe.. b)k unphitinous content his q?- 
ronatljpn perr^fmed with foie fame folcmnities 
thftif of his brother. Immediately upon this proviy .on was 
\.ade for all the other malc^children, by them 

certairt government®, with a l^ind of fupreme authority* 
Abel, the fecond foil, was created duke of Southern Jut¬ 
land , and Canute , the third-fon, held Bleking wxfn the fame 
pities and authority. No fooner was Abel incited with the 
enftgns of his place, than he began afliduf&ily to cultivate 
the friendship of Athlpbus duke of Holuein , by marrying 
his daughter, without any regard to the injuries he had 
done his father, and the quarrel f.bfifting between them* 
Ambition was the motive'for this alliance : he refented 
the preference given to his brother Eric , and refolved to 


Hh fin 


(A) To this Albert it was liberty though with little re^ 
that the king had given the go- fon,-us Hamburgh has iince been 
vernment of Hamburg , which forced te acknowledge"the fo- 
city he fold to the inhabitants vercignty of the dukes of Hol- 
when he found himfelf qeferte'.' ft tin. 11 elides, it may be urged, 
by the Danes t and hftrd preffed that Albert had np right to dlf- 
by the duke of Holjlein. This pofe of a city of which he w» 
event they call the a:ra of their only governor (1). 

(1) Pont. 1 . vi. 


flrengthen 
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lengthen "his owrPintereft, with a view to>claim the crowd -at 
$ father's deceafe. Eric and his friends were aware of his # 
«*?figns, and, in ordpr to counteract them, propofais of mar¬ 
riage Were n\ade to ;/daughter of the duke of Saxony, to whom * 
jEjrr- was manied in the year 1237 (A). Either marriage was 
amhlcafitig to Valdemar,^0 fathers of bo A ladies having 
Seng been hhbittereft enemies ; and he prognofticatcd the e<- 
•tedb which muft ncvsflarily attend alliances fo unnatural. 
Ha'tredT however, to the 'Lubecktrs mjde him enter into a 


*91 


treaty mxhddolfm, who had quarrelled with them. The f jV *be C 
king not‘only, reinforced him with a ftreng body of land - befitnd. 
forces, but like wife fent a fcet up the Travt , blocked up the 
mouth of the river with ftrong chains and booms to prevent 
any fcccourfe being fent into the city, and engaged Adolphus to 
lay clofe fiege to If hy-IaH, while his fleet ,r . efted it on the 
fide of the .river, 't he particulars of 01s fiege we know not, 
only that tye Lubecktrs , finding themfelvcs hard prefied fur 
want ^rik'ifions, were bufied in altering the channel of the 
river, whcii*a large fleet of their merchantmen arriving fea r 
fonably wifii a faijc wind, broke the chains, fupplied the gar* 

! rifon, andSvas probably the occafion ot nvfing the fiege; al¬ 
though the'T^i/Zr'ftjftorians aferibe it to iorve'other views, 
upon and 'Adolphus retied. Wyaf * befe de- 

fw.is w£<?we are not told; thhugh we are leu ?oom tbdCon- 
j^ehlie, ithat a war which happened between' ‘Denmark '1001^ 
Nonvay^Huuut this time, was the dccafton of Valdetnar b L 
withdrawing his forces. But of this war we neither knoW the 
caufe, the particulars, or ths event. s' r * 

King Eric , in his Annals of Denmark, takes notice of a v \ £) 
great war carried on by Valdemar this year in Livonia, in '1239. 
which a prodigies army of Mufcevites was defeated, a number 
of towns taken, almoft the whole country fubdued under 
the dominion of the crown of Denmark. The royal writer is, 
however, fo concife in hi§ relations, that we know little more 
than that there was a war, which* terminated fortunately to 
Valdemar. 


Having put an end to thefe foreign tumults, which had 
to "drained the kingdom of men and money, the king now ap¬ 
plied himfelf to the framing of laws, encouraging indufiry. 


* 

(A) The abbot of Stade calls King Eric's Chronicle, which 
this lady a daughter of the mytl be deemed the mod un¬ 
duke of Anbah ^ Some other doubted authority, *afierts that 
writers fay, the was daughter fhe was daughter to Albert of 
to the duke of Lunenburg ; but Saxony (1). 


( 1 ) Pontan. f. 318 . 
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and eafing the fubje£ from the weight of the heavy taxes niS* , 
ceflarily impofed to fupport the honour of the crown, and fjj$% 
indignities put on the whole kingdom. For tjtis purpofq a 
general diet was held at Verdenburg , antra new body bf lawn* 
' framed out of the imperial, civil, and canon Jaws, eacVq£] 
which had before been ufed in different parts of «theiLirgdojpa.*> 
Upon this occafion were fettled the rights of the prince 
people, and all circumftances crimixrJ, civil, and ecclefiaftt- 
cal; fo that from this time we may da*tc the origilFfif (hat 
conftitution, which fubfifted until the great devolution id the 
year 1665. It muft be efteemed very extraordinary, confix 
dering the importance of this body of laws, that no writer 
has preferved a-copy of them, or even related their contents 
in a fummary way ; and that they fhould have fr'isfied- them- . 
felves with acquainting pofterity wife, whole- 

fome, and a greater ornament t&Valiemar than Ml the noble 
tranfa&ions of his reign. Such is the manner if which they 
fkim over the moft remarkable and important < VeM c in the 
jiftnals of this country, probably for no other ref bn than the ? 
trouble which would attend conlulting the criginy’ archives. 

VALDEMAB ^had now attained an r^vancq! 1 age. He 
had feen jiisMclngdom raifed to the InVfycftt j^cMof glory and 
power,^^hr&jjgh his ^vn merit jJ^lvad fe’dn it^ok into the 
dee^.»t diftrtjj}, from an aocident which only al *’ his p*T- 
; but that fully demonftrated of what importance itiS’tr r. 
lues were to the good of the nation ; and now he (»P it again 
reftdred to peace v tranquillity, good order, and felicity, by 
means of his prudence, diferetion, and moderation. Thus 
fatiated with efteem, glory, and worldly grandeur, this great 
prince refigned his lait breath in the month of April-, 1241, 
leaving his unhappy people a prey to the arpbitious' and un¬ 
natural contentions of his children. ' - 


SECT. VII. 

Containing the Tranfaftions cf Denmark down .. to 

the Tear 1337. 

ERIC V. furnamed PLO&-PENNING. 

N O fooner vu:re the laft obfequies paid to the memory of 
the late glorious monarch, than his fon £WV, fome years 
before chofen his fucceffor, mounted the throne at the age of 
twenty-five. Canute , his brother, by the fame father, was at 
3 this 
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SyMiroe governor and duke of Bleking he foon polTcfTcd The origin 
iSatand, and in time acquired the power and title of duke of o/jbec'ivil 
falfiria. AbfL his full brother, was duke of Shftuick and all divifions 
> $ 9 uth Jutland,, and Cfllriftopher Of Faljlre. Betides thefe pro- /**Deh- 
each of the brothers had their feparate fortunes af- mark. 
Ugn>4. independent 'of each other; a'regulation the 

txTid erroneous of Voldemar's reign, though intended for the. 
mutual good c»f all his # chi!dren, among whom he endeavoured 
to {hare his affeaign equally. Each pofTeffing a fovereign in¬ 
dependency, a rivalfhip enfued. It made room for intrigue; 
and all the engines of ambition, which foon fuppreffed every 
emotion of brotherly loVe. Abel, even in his father’s life¬ 
-time, wholly eftranged himfelf from his family, and united 
^fofely with fcs wife’s friends, the moft inveterate foes of his 
own bl ood. 

* What fir A gave occation for an open rupture was a de- War com-. 
fign Eric let |n foot to recover all that country north of the mcnced. 
A$lbe, Js/inm :ly extorted from his father in exchange for his ‘A. D. 

f erty. HoVein was comprehended in this diftri&; and, 

el, being ijbt on 1 / the fon-in-law of Jdolphus IV. of Hoi- 
m, but thtVuarfei of his children, fince that prince's fc- 
Veat into a fought himfelf ob’iged, in honour 

•and i ntereft adefc rid their lights. Widi this vir’w ftp ftruck 


1242. 
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turc. Crantzius, indeed, contrary to--the teitimony of all 
other writers, Yeems to lay the blame on Eric ; for he aferibes 
the fubfequent war to the violence ufed againft the Lubeckers, 
who were fcftiin<r*r the coafts of Zealand , whither they were 
carried pr'iConei?, and detained. To revenge this infult, he 
relates, that Abel fitted out a fquadron, with which he* at¬ 
tacked Haffnia (now Copenhagen ), and, after demolifhing it, 
retired with a great booty. Pontanus , however, with more 
reafon, attributes the whole to the ambition of Abel, and the 
inftigation of his wife’s friends: an account perfetfly con¬ 
fident with the characters of both princes ; for nothing could 
be more moderate, juft, and prudent, than the whole con- 
dua of Eric, or more *he reverfe of this than the meafures 
of the hot-headed Abel. 

ERIC, finding his brother deaf* to all tys rempnftrances, 
fraifed an army? equipped a fleet, and landed his men near 
the promontory of Eldenez. Nor was Abel left vigilant; for 
here he met him with a power not inferior. Both armies 
were ready to come to an aAion, had flat feme mutual friends 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII. O inter- 
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A peace interpofed, and by their good offices happily effe&ed a CORK 
concluded* promife for that time, on this condition, that the young 
between > princes of Holjlein (hou)d be brought h jme from Petris , ana 4 
Eric and the management of their own affairs committed to t^em.,; 
■Abd. All the allies on,either fide were comprehended, in this treaty', / 
and the fore, which had for years difunited the diffcrentrfftrty ' 
of Voldemar's kingdom, was fuddenly*fkinned oyer by the art 
of ftate-empirics, who had neither honeft) nor ability 4 c pfbbe it 
to the bottom, and remove the original caufeof the-diford er. 

The young princes of Holjlein being now returned homo, 
to the great joy of their fubje£ts, the guardianihip was taken 
out of Abel's h^nds; yet, though this bone of contention be¬ 
tween him and Eric was taken away, there occurred another 
A D. handle of difpute. Eric demandedJM^gge.fc»-the dutchy of 
1244. Slejivnk, which Abel pofitively refilled, claiming it- r «v an in- 
Wur re- dependent fovereignty. Hoftilities commenced molt this, ana 
ttrwedbe- perpetual incurfions were made into each otheeVv-rritories., 
tween the ' SJfJivick was invaded by the elder brother, a no the JVungf* 
brothers, retaliated by making defeents on the Danifh' 'Hands : hu' 
before the end of theyear this irregular and pira leal war wa 
terminated by the interpofition of fome medutofs, who we/e 
well difyoilu to both^arties. 

In*\vas ahput the clofeof the year 1246, tfot*i^/£ref<^*'ed 
to/evenge tfie infults which the Lubecktrs had <oiftjvi*ted 
l^gainft his father and himfclf. As they were nrfr comp?'' • 
c>er ' headed in the late tfeaty between him and Abel, heWaulHio 
formal declaration \>f -bis intention ; but ordered their fhips to 
be feized wherever they were found, and fent fquadron up 
the have to block up the city, and ruin their commerce. 
The Lu- Thefe merchants, m their turn, made defeents or. the coafts 
beckers of Denmark ; and having the addrefs to,engagc the princes of 
make de- Hojflein and archbiihop of Bremen in their quarrel, brought 
/cents on £ rtc t0 think of a peace before any decifive blow was ftruck, 
Denmark. t j )at w |f e monarc h not cltofing to involve himfelf in another 
quarrel with the German princes. 

No fooner had he terminated this quarrel than the difpute 
with Abel was renewed. Canute* and ‘Chrijlopher^ the two 
younger brethren, joined with Abel in refufing homage to 
Eric , and he, in his turn, infilling uppn it, both flies had re¬ 
course to arms. Abel fir it commenced hoftilities by making a 
defeent in Fionis, b\im\ngjQthonia, the capital of the ifland, 
and feizirig upon Saneburg , which he claimed as his right, 
A. D. am j accor dingly garrifoned with a ftrongbody of troops. Eric 
ll \ 7 ' arriving foon after with his army before the place, took it, 
laying the whole in afhes. Afterwards making a defeent in 
Ealjhia , and the dominions of CbriJlopber 9 he obliged him to, 

acknowr 
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Acknowledge his fovereignty. This advantage was fucceeded 
by another; for he took Canute prifoner, and confined him in* 

• the caftle of Stigey from whence he was delivered by the* 

Lulffck fleft, which took and deftroyed the fortrcls. 

sABEL an^ his affociates carried on the # war by fea with 
grefe&vi^ur; while the king, calling in the Vandals as auxi¬ 
liaries, entwred Holjiein , took Oldenjloa , and obtained a vaft 
booty; - Canute nnd*Cbri/lopher feized upon all South Jutland; 
and*theif invefttng the city of Ripen, foon became matters 
•both* of it .and the citadel, making Ef.hU the bifliop with all 
his children prifoners. Eric, on the other hand, got pofli-f- 
fton of Laaland, Faljlria , and all the other territories of Cbrif- 
,topher % who broke his engagements with the king; to which 
he added BUking and Canute's dutchy of Schema , annexing 
y themiril-to his crown. Thus the war was.purfued with great 
7 animofity, ?>ut without any decifive blow, for the whole year, 
k' At thcj*ofe,of thc.campaign a truce was agreed upon, and fomc 
\pwrttfcfl overtures were made towards an accommodation; "but 
|th*e truce \ .as (hort, and all endeavours to work a r econc.il i!t- 
ftion ineffectual. The young princcs^iad alienated the a flee- • 
fions of a g,«at part of the nobility, clergy, and people fjom 
the king, '.'his n.«ue tne.n the more indifferci.r to a peace, 
a»d add*;.j’nevv fuel to the flames of war ;*fo that, eaily in the 
tWiCc-ipr ng, it was renewed with redoubled vigour. Dt.yjmk 
t^as reni with civil divifions and external enemies. The 
Aft/evfTharraflcd the coafts with their/hipping ; and Erk hacr*’ 
his revenge^ by means of tlje Vandal:, vfna ravaged HAjiein , 
until they were defeated by Abel. However, the moft fignal 
advantage was gained by the king in perfon, who gave battle an & . 
to his brother Canute, defeated, and made him prifoner. Alter- ** 

wards he fuddenty attacked Flenfourg , at that time a very opu- ieri 
lent mart, fet fire to the town, and laid it and'all the neigh¬ 
bouring country in afhes. He had now got two of his bro¬ 
thers in confinement; a fuccels*which only incrcaied the 
number of his enemies, and irritated the nobility agdinfi him. 

This determined him to fet Chrijlopber at liberty, on no other 
condition than that he ftJould pay him homage, and acknow¬ 
ledge his fovereignty. Chrijlopber readily accepted the terms, 
was releafed, and bec|tne his brother’s vafial. He even at¬ 
tended him in a hidden irruption he made into Ho/Jhin, 
while the diet of that dutchy fat ^from whence, after burning 
the town, he parried a great number of tile nobility prifoners 
Into Denmark , all of whom were ranfonted at a high price. 

Next he defeated the Lubec fleet in the Sound 9 alter taking 72; jLabec 
four of their ihips, and deftroying an equal number. At this fleet ds- 
time be had -given inftrudions to Henry Meldorp , governor feated, 
k O 2 of 
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of Rendcfburg, to feize the firft opportunity of AbeV s abfene* 

' to make an irruption into Slefwick. His orders were pun£luab- 
, t ly executed, and fome of the chief cities arid fortreflea taken 
by furprizc.' Efcbil , the bilhop, was likewife pu/iilhed, by . 

the lofs of fomc,valuable effects, for having c t hangs4 fi^, 
and taken part with Abcl^ thiough the influence of/h**ir£b- 
bifhop of Bremen. In a word, all Slefwick was jjubdued, al- 
moff as foon as entered, by means of the a£tive and*»igilant 
Henry , reputed one of the beft officers in thetervire of Den¬ 
mark. 

This ferics of good fortune did not long cortinue. Abel , 
the two princes of Holjlein , and the archbilhop of Bremen , 
took vigorous meaiures for the recovery of Slefwick. . A nu¬ 
merous army was raifed, the Danes driven out, and almoft 
all Jutland laid waffe; however, the enemy were i^iced to. 
retreat with precipitation, on advice that Eric Wj s marching 
with an army of Z colanders to attack (hem. g 

In the mean time Gerhard, the archbifhopof Bremen, uk:i. 
and in his room was chcfen Hildclold, a prelate 1( vho did not. 
fo fanguinly embrace Ihe caufe of Abel. Thei : were not 
wanting fome friendly mediators among the Ge man princes 
connected by marriage to the rival' brothers, w o wilhed to 
fee this unnatvral, war, fo ruinous to the fubje£%ended : n 
an amicable a manner. '‘John marquis of Brundent mg\ xm 
.r j to Sjph:a the king’s idler, the duke of Lunenburg, an4* 
- Albeit of Saxony interfiled themfdvcs in a particular ntiflua ; 

but Eric was obftimite in demanding homage, s?nd Abel no 
lefs politivc in refufing it, fo that the war went on in fpite 
1 of all endeavours to terminate it by the moll friendly rc- 
monfl ranees. 

At length Sophia, the marchionefs of Brandenburg, at that 
time far advanced in her pregnancy, undertook a journey to 
Denmark, hoping by her prefence to work on the minds of her 
brothers : but flie was taken with the pains of labour at 
Flenjlurg , where fhe mifearried and died in a few days. This 
circumfiance, with the wife conduct of the bilhop of Lunden , 
at Lift terminated their difference^upon the following terms. 
Treaty of bad *be l *tle l ^ u ^ e independent, but paid homage for 
fence con- Jutland. Gamete was reliorcd to f his dominionc, which 

eluded. be was to hold upon a feodal tenure. Each fide was to in¬ 
demnify the lolfes fuftaiiu;,! by the other. All the allies of 
either fide were comprehended in this treaty ;^nd laftly, the 
king and Abel ratified it not only by a written agreement, a 
folemn oath, but by twenty hoftages mutually exchanged. 

$ Moreover it was ftipulated, that whatever party fhould be 

guilty of the flighteft Infraction of fo folemn a convention. 
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•the hoftages fhould have the free liberty of joining themfelves 
to the oppofite fide. Towards the clofe of the year the treaty* 
was fdlemnly fignffd, fealed, and executed; upon which alh 
Dr&mark% rung with joy, and the moil riotous expreftions of 
jfoblic ^awsfaftion took place of the mifery«md wretchednefs 
- tnanyeryjwhere prevailed. # 

Ij/.XT \ar a dietVas held at Rofchild , in which the king, ^ j) 
in a labfeicplhara^'gue, exprefied his eager dciirc of propa- 1240* 
gatfhg^rchmlian faith among the barbarous nations of the 
hthe expediency of reclaiming all the fotmerpof- 
feffions of Denmark in Livonia , and along the frontiers of 
Rujjia, which bad been loft amidft the late evil commotions. Origin of 
The diet giving their afl'ent to his propofal of undertaking an flog-pen* 
expedition thither, he then laid before them the exhaufted »‘»g or 
^tondjrron qf the treafury, and the neceffity there was for raif .ploughtaxi 
* ing tKtfpfpper fupplies by an additional tax. This was a 

P xtaiyTum to be paid by each plough, under the name of 
Tojchat', r;r, as Eric the hiftorian calls it, Ploch, or Plo^- 
enningy l y which term the king was # afterwards furnamed. 

When the king’s inftrudlions for colledling this unufual 
tax in Scboncn arrived, all the people murmured, and threat¬ 
ened to tak' up arms if any violence was offered in levying a 
t*x whiJ/ they thought oppreflive and iniqifitous. Matters 
Iy.n fo h^h, that Eric believing his prefence was ncccllaiy, 

Vyent thither, and began to harangue the people in the mild.-* 

^eVms their indignation run fo high, that he was forced* 
to withdraw himfelf precipitately to Helfenburg. Thither the . 
malcontents^jurfued him, laid fiege to the citadel, and would *j- 
have taken their king prifoner, had he not prudently efcaped s c honen 
in the ntght at^poftern gate. As foon as the king returned re<vo / (t 
to Zealand the tumult fubfidcd, but ftill the tax was unpaid. 

Eric enraged, not only at their refufal in the prefent emergency 
of the ftate, but at the late infult oftered to his perfon, raifed 
an army, and marched to Scboltcn. Nor were the malcon¬ 
tents backward in their warlike preparations j for they met 
him in the field, gave battle to their king, and were over¬ 
thrown, and forced to pay the tax they had fo obftinately re¬ 
futed. 


Having fettled tte affairs of the kingdom, and made the 
neceftary preparations, Eric fet fail for Livonia, where he 
was extremely fuccefsful in all hi*operations, though we find 
no particular if count of them. We are told he Was fuddenly 
called back by fome difputes which had arifen concerning the 
execution of the late treaty with Abel. The dukes of Hoi* 
Jlein demanded the town of Renfburg , agreeable to the arti¬ 
cle, that all parties (hould enjoy their former rights. This 

. town 
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Wa r be - town was fituated in their dominions; but Eric claimed it in - 
tnueen Eric Mght of conqueft and poffeffion, prior to this laft war. All 
and the the negotiations fet on foot were fruitlefs ^ and the Hojfieiners 

prrr.e t of united themlelves to the bifhops of Bremen and Paderborn , jfe- 
Holfkin. termined to maintain their caufe by force of arrps. * Meldojgp 
commanded the garrifun for the king, the enemy nrac&ytfrw 
lay fiege to it, and Eric raifed forces to* relieve, wfth aif. ex¬ 
pedition, this brave officer. On his arrival at JDtf.nnmrky 
that flrong frontier, he bethought him of a vifVt tc orother 
Abcly who had taken no part in this quarrel, in o’^tr *o pre¬ 
vail on him to ufc his influence with the allies tb come to a 
realonable comppfition, telling him that he was quite weary 
of war, and ihocked at the late efFulion of Chritlian blood. 
The king was well received, Abel promifed his utmoft endea¬ 
vours fhould not be wanting ; but the demon of ambition had’ 
Abel trea S ot P°* lc fl* on of bis heart. He had laid a plan jfor»the de^ 
ebe> on fly Ihrudlion of ins brother, who was fpirited off in a bote, mur-, 
piurdns thcied at fea, and his body thrown overboard, a prey ta-aui,, 
//„. /.:„o ravenous fifhes. This horrible a& was perpetrated by the 
bis brother, hands, and originally fcltimed by the villainous heajii of Gud- 
muncl, a prelate buniihed Denmark on account of his vices j 
but nothing can palliate the conduct of Abel , tohofc ungo¬ 
vernable ambition lu’d ffiinulated him to a breach t, f the nrft 
dunes of humanity, and urged him to the moft ut^eneroub 
vjjblation of the rights ef hofpitality, as well as the c;uel antn 
* ■" • knocking crime of fratlicidc. . \ 

A. D. In this manner di£d A V A-, a prince whofc failings were to- 
1250. tally obfeured by his excellent qualities both of the head and 
Pnnti' mh heart. He had the greatelf probity of foul, as well as the 
ek lira tier trueft piety, without any tindture of the fuperibition of the 
./Eric. 

times. H:s reign would have been happy to*nis people, and 
glorious to hiinfclf, but for that (ingle error in the great 
Valdcmars conduit, which enabled the younger brothers to 
claim an independency on the tlder. Without great military 
talents his courage and good fenfe gained him the reputation 
of an able general. His politics were found, but clear; they 
were dictated by honefty and fount? judgment, without any 
of thofe dark windings, and that unfathomable myfterioufnefs, 
whichhave falfely acquired the reputatioq of deep policy, for no 
other reafon than that they equally confound and perplex the 
Contriver and the world. If a word, Eric was generous, fin- 
cere, brave,* and liberal, ftrenuous to maintaiiy.the dignity of 
bis proven, but unambitious of extending his prerogative be¬ 
yond the meafures of equity and prudence. This however 
$! may be denied by thofe who aferibe to ambition the defire he 

had of reducing his brethren under-bis fovereignty. We 

thin* 
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ffynlc otherwife. TTic provinces afligned ta them had always 
been dependent on the crown : it is probable that Valdttnar 
meant thgy fliould Hill continue fo j if not, certain it is, that 
he had no Dower to make this partition without the confent * 
of ftatel; and yet we find it confirmed by no other au- 
thopWthJjmhis*laft will. * 

z yfS^Tenicavoured^p fereen his own guilt by promulgating^ 
tlarj Eric had perifhed at fea by the vefl'el's founder- 
ing-this ftory met with credit, although there 
were’not^L iting perfons who fufpe&ed his treachery. In a 
fhort'tjrtiv.', aTV was difeovered by the mangled body of the 
king, which was thrown by the waves on the (hore, taken up 
by fome monks, and privately depofited in the*monaftery of 
St. Laurence. Before his death Gudmund had extorted from 


hup 

IPv 


axfttifeflion of the place where he had depofited his 
ivate tre^fufe j but, on examination, nothing befides a few 
and rich garments were found. 


tW: \ 
wno 


f - ABEL. 

ERIC di'.n g without jfTue male, Ae ftates aflembled for Abel eltfi* 
the ele&iotj of a fovereign, and though they detefted Abel on *4 
account or the unnatural crime he had committed, yet they an d the 
chafe him Wng for conveniency, and to av,oid,thc civil wars **!“ s rca - 
UlUch wo Ad necefl’arily enfue from fetting him afide. By 
mean^mey indifputably reunited the dutchy of Slefwick to 
tltt XibWft V they run no hazards from*the power of 4 fr*U 
wno would probably have joined himfelf to his late allies, 
had his claim been overlooked ; they annexed Swencburg and 
Sthelfifcore , the hereditary patrimony of Aucl, to the Daniflj t 
domimonsf and gained many other advantages, all of which, 
in our opinian,«w^e more than counterbalanced by the crimes 
of the new monarch ; but the diet thought otherwiie. As yet 
indeed the murder was not clearly proved upon him ; for the 
royal body had not appeared till after«the election. lie had, by 
ambafifadors, modeftly pleaded his right, and defended his own 
character with fuch arguments as weighed with a majority : he 
declared, that the veffel haefljeen ovcrlet by the great number of 
people which had entered her in a tumultuous manner, with a 
view of doing the king,honour by a fplendid retinue; but this 
relation was not only contradictory to the report he had or* 
dered to be published, but inconfii^nt with itfelf, as the king 
alone, of all yie paflengers, was miffing. However, he 
granted extraordinary immunities and diflributed prefents 
among the bifhops and inferior clergy, by whofe influence 
chiefly he gained his point. In a word, he was crowned in 
than two 'month? after his bather’s death, having fir ft 

folemnly 
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folemnly fworn that he had no concern in it; but that JErif 
was killed by Tome foldiers at the irrigation of private enq? 
mies. It is itrange that fo refpe&able and wife aif aflembly 
fhould be capable of putting themfelves under thef authority of] 
a per fun, whole equivocation and different accor nrs thp 
ftrongeft proofs of his guilt, and who, tp the unP-JJ‘^1 crW.c 
of parricide, fupcradded that of penury and^V.bomat/on; 
for he had procured twenty noblemen to joiny/iP^im Vi the 

path. 2' °I * * 

Abel it ABEL had not long enjoyed the diadem*con- 
J}un^ by fcience began to torment him. In examining Eric's will, hp 
hn oxvn found that the deceafed prince had refolved upon abdicating 
(oujcunce. the crown and retiring to a mopartery; and that he had ap¬ 
pointed him his fucceffor, provided the confent of the diet 
could be obtained. He likewife found a legacj^tcfTiirnfel^ \ * 
intne torgivenefs of all that was patt, and the moft"affe£tyo*V ' 
expreflions of regard for all his brothers, and AbJ in : * 
ticular Thefe circum fiances pierced his breaft likcaa^gv 
called to his remembrance the virtues of his brother, and red* 
dered him, though tfic greateft, yet the mod mih.rable perfo.i 
in Denmark , becaufe he was the moil guilty. \ 

Before his acceflion to the throne he had fei.t his eldeft 
fon Valdemar*\. o be educated in France ; he now^ ecalled ‘him 
to invert him in the dutchy of Slefwick , thoughts brcA.fy; 
. Chrijhpbcr had applfed for that dignity. In oafih* ftrr>-* li 
thfc biihopric of Colegn , the young prince was f*zid by orVer 
of that prelate, and detained fpr four years in prifon. For 
this a£t of violence we find no caufe afcribed,*befides the de- 
tertation in which the bifhop held the whole family, fince 
the murder of Erie. t 9 

The Polijb writers relate a war that happened this year 
between Bolejlaw king of Poland and Abel. Peter Dowin, fon 
to UTdiam , who was private treafurer to Erie , had fled from 
Denmark upon that prirfte’s death, with all the treafure, to 
prevent its falling into the hands of the parricide. Peter 
was a man of Angular talents, qjfinuating, polite, eloquent, 
and virtuous; he had fo ingratiated himfelf with Bolejlaw . 
IVur hi.- that he attained very high honours in Poland, and became 
iivcsn Po- the favourite of the king and court He had teamed the 
land and language, was fo winning in his addfefs, and had fo (hapec 
JDcnmark-hiivifelf to the manners <#f the country, that all men rejoicec 
at his elfevation, though a foreigner. When he found hi: 
influence eftabliihed, he related the caufe of his flight t< 
Bolejlaw the king, and artfully led on that generous princi 
to a war which might,at the fame time punifli the crime 
pf Abel, and extend theVimits of his own dominions. «\£ 
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k eordingly a powerful armament was equipped, with whiclj 
BoleJmUy accompanied by Peter and Eric's treafure, failed 
into Denmark , where he was joyfully received by all ranks 
of* people, as his proclamation allured them his foie inten- 
Jhn ma to tavenge the haurder of Erie. After all, however, 

• framed nothing; for having put the treafure intojihe 

S us w^Wie diet, nfe returned to Poland , leaving the Danet 
thg c > <^hoicc*of a king. This ftory is related by Cro - 
£ ,<? ‘ HerSut , two Polijh hiftorians j but wholly omitted 
by * u^i/h writers, and probably with good reafon, as it 
ieems fraught with abfurdity and anachronifm, as appears 
by comparing the years when Boltflavu and Abel reigned. 

Towards the dofe of this year a diet was held, in which 
it was enabled, that Canute and Ghriftopbtr (hould remain in 
^theTuir ppfieffion of the dominions left them by Valdemar ; 

.that a‘general tax fhould be raifed for the payment of the 
Lcrown debts contraded in the laft war, and for redeeminq^fhe 
^parties and forts, pledged to neighbouring princes, in order to 
raife mojaey. # 

Do mtng the late wars between Erie and Abel , feme dif- A eekgrefi 
putes afofe between Denmark , Sweden , and Notway, about f or fettling 
certainfrontiers, which the circumftances of the ftate would *f e dijputes 
•not thg^ permit Eric to adjuft. Now *a ctongrefs of pleni- ** trveen , 
/potentijHes of the three nations was fixed, to fettle the mat- g^j^* rk# 
ter in, fn amicable manner, and inftnT&ions were given to rtac J 
[ l)aniJo iTnbaffadors by the diet, and not t by the king, ft thing wa „ 
not ufual J whence we may conclude, that the general af- 
fembly of the dates aflfumed to themfelvcs more power ii> this 
than they had done in former reigns ; and that the hatred of 
the pdbple t <\Abel laid him under certain reftri&ions un¬ 
known to his predecefibrs. 

It was at this diet that Abel , finding the treafury quite ex- 
haufted, ailigned lands to Henry Meldorp , in lieu of a large fum 
of money due upon arrears. Thft tranfa&ion occafioned fome 
difputes between them whjch terminated in blood ; although 
the circumftances that»«ttcnded it are very obfeurely re¬ 
lated by all the writers we have feen. Crantzius * afligns a dif¬ 
ferent caufe for this quarrel, affirming that the Embdeners, and 
the inhabitants of Rendjburg , Frederickjladt , Tonningen , and 
-thofe towns and countries fituated between Slejwick and Hol~ 

Jlein % refilling to pay the new hid tax, (o irritated the king, 
r that levying«n army he engaged and defeated tfiem; but the Abel de- 
rebels making head the next day, attacked the king in his feated ani 
pamp, and after an obftinate conflict routed his army, andjfcjn. 
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flew him, determined not to be conquered in the field, on 
i>7. peters-Day, in the year 1252. It was fome days before 
his body could be found among the prodigious carnage that 
was made, to which his Angle arm greatly contribitfed. Aj 
foon as known, tip royal corpfe was taken up qpd yarried p 
Mcfivick, where it was buried with the magniflcenQ|vf%fcd&« 
rather to his birth than to his virtues, <Abel, it ac- 

knowledged, was brave, and pofleffed maify of tlratjper qitoC 
Jities of a great monarch ; but ambition was^the 'p?oiaiKfg 
paflion of his heart. This had fupprefled all the/iqftt^ tc s jit 
humanity, and the ftrongeft natural affeCiions /fo that he 
breathed his lafl^glorioufly, left his memory flained with the 
horrid crimes of■ fratricide, perjury, and fubornation, and 
died admired for his virtues, detdied for his vices, dreaded 
for his power, but unlamentcd by all who had any t regard foi 
honour, humanity, and truth. * 

V 

CHRISTOPHER I. 

« * 

ABEL left two fonsf the eldeft of whom, Vac 'mar by 
name, was ftili a piifoner at Cologne. Matilda , his^imother, 
and now queen-dowager, ufed all her endeavours to Live him 
elected, though «a captive, and fhe made a very cof^derabla 
paity in the diet in his favour. However, it was revived by 
asnajority to beftow th« crown on 'Cbri/lopber, brother to the 
' fekig, in order to ‘avoid the difturbances which Jr.liJIOWBt 

Trf rrrfons might probably occifion. In a word, the fame/eafons in- 
Kvhicb in- fluenced them in the prefent election, which had prevailed in 
fiu,-need “the former, without the objections that lay againft Abel , as 
the tiie/ to Cbrijhpbers charadtcr was unftained by any crimes ofc a deep 
ebet Chri- dye. Indeed, the people were fomewhat prejbdiced, though 
Jlophcr. unjuftly, againft the innocent Voldemar , on account of the 
guilt of his father. They looked upon him as a branch of 
the fame item, which confcquently muft inherit its qualities. 

Before his acceffion Cbrijlopher had married Margretta Sa - 
hiria , daughter to the duke of Pomerania. He began hi$ 
reign with granting all its wonted privileges and immunities to 
the diocefe of Lunden , though we are no where told how it 
came to be deprived of them ; and ordaiped befides, that none 
of the fufFragans of this fee (hould pay taxes to the crown, ot 
be obliged to quarter foldier^ 

In the beginning^of the following year he ^ok upon him 
the guardianmip of Abel's children, and demanded an oathol 
allegiance from Henry Meldorp , who held the towns of Swenf- 
burg and Scbelfifcore, pa:t of the patrimony of Abel. They 
had been pledged to Henry nd being a man of great fpirii 
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and warlike abilities, he infilled upon holding them in his own 
right, until they (hould be redeemed by the payment of the W* r & e - 
fiioney h# had lent upon them. This difpute terminated in 
blows, Christopher was defeated, and many of his nobility 
> flair* Rendered more bold by his vi&ory, Hytry laid all the Weldor 
adja^gj^^ntry unde^contribution ; but hearing that Chri- 6 *** 

Jtojhgr wW&^frching towards him with a very powerful army,*^ ^ • 

<6 vv^ch h» ) <c ^ld only>oppofe a handful of men, he took (hip y e f eate ^” 
and i,f 4 irf^,j r ,i of* the kingdom. Chrijlopher laid fiege to the 1 
tw6s^hie 1; ij '’jifpute, took and razed them to the ground, after 
putting'the gat^fons to the fword. 

This tranfadtion was foon followed by a quarrel with the 
princes of Holjlem . Chrijiopher went over to South Jutland 
to receive an oath trom the people, as the guardian of his 
Wiewuv .The Hol/leiners y believing he had lome other de- 
r»n, requ«ift&l, by ambafiadors, that' he would reflore their 
^atiluioiiy to h : s nephews, who were now of age to manage, 

L^ *- y/vvii affairs, and put the dutchy of Slefwitk into the handS 
^Tfome difiuicrelted perfon, in trull for the lawful heir. This* 
rhe king reefed, affiiming that it was*a lief of the crown, • 

and was qffways conferred on one of the king’s children. 

? They perilled, and he was obftinate. At length matters War com* 
\caipe to ajprihs, and the fword mult determine the contefl j menceibe - 
<tfor,fuch ii^he method princes have ever chofen to decide tween 
. of Equity. » £hrifto-^ 

hoflilities commenced Cbri/hpher called a diet, t* rr ' '* 
arid had the jddrefs to procure a decree, Whereby Abel 's chil- t \ e f? , !{ cet 
dren were <x«Jude.l the luccelflon, and the crown fettled upon . 0 ’ 
his own iliiie male, provided he left any behind hjm. Im- • 
mediately «h< equipped a fleet, and a 1 tacked Sanderburg y the 
walls and fortifications of which he demoiifhcd. . In tbe mean 
time Hacquin^ king of Norway , whether in alliance with the V artlfu ~ 
princes of Hoijlein y or whether he feized this opportunity of ars thli 
revenging fome injury received f»om Chrijiopher , we are* 
not told; but he invaded Holland with a great fleet, laid 
thecountiy wafte, and committed terrible ravages wherever 
he went, leaving at lad hisTifc in the country as an atonement 
to the unhappy people, for the Ioffes they fuflained by his 
cruelty. • 

All this while Chrijiopher oppofed, in perfon, the Holflcin- 
ers t joined by the Brandenburgers^ Lubeckers , feveral Vandal 
cities, and Htyry Meldorp y who was gready inftrnjnental in 
forming this confederacy. The alliqs made their firft attack 
on Slejwick , whence they carried off the bifly>p and a number 
pf the nobility. The fhores of Sctonen fwarmed, and were 
continually barraffed with the Lubec Jwd } r andal pirates, where, 

at 
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at lad, they met with a fquadron of the king's (hips, aftd 
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fought a bloody and drawn battle. Meldorp invaded Zealand ^ 
he attacked the ifland of Mata , and there forced the ftrong 
caftle St eg a. Paffing from thence into Faljlria , die fuhducd 
Nicoping. Nothing could be more vigorous oim 
/he operations of the confederates during this car 
was Cbrijlopher idle; but he was diftra&ed ami/ 
of his enemies, and unable to oppofe" himlgJri 
Seafonably for him fomcof the German princes' . 
mediation, and a peace was concluded on 
That Chrijhpber fhould reftore to his nephews the dutchy of 
Slefwick at a eertain time appointed, and put them in imme¬ 
diate pofieflion of their patrimony in Denmark : That they 
fhould fign the decree pafled at the diet of Neoburg , whereby 
they were excluded the fucccflion, refigning all # tHtiT 7 ight\^^ 

a her and his iflfuc : That Chrijlophcr fcoulcfindcnmjdjy 
r their lofles by the war. Other articles were aJdgU/ 
# to which both parties fubferibed; the duke of PomeratiuPfagt 
Ptate eon- ^ y an( ( a i princes bej^g appointed guarantees of *he perform* 
ance of the treaty. V 

CHRISTOPHER had fcarce breathed after tb|> war, be¬ 
fore he was engaged in another quarrel. The ar&hbifhop of 
Lunden dying* EHand bifhop of Rofchild was ch<Vjta to ffic-| 
pher W #1 CcC ^ h' m > without the king’s confent or knowlec 
’cj l' Q jr they cuftomary, th\f no bifhop could be remove 
<Lun- fee, or any way promoted, without fuch eleflioo* 

by the king. They were likewise obliged to ferre in the wars, 

# except the contrary was permitted through thd fpecial grace 
of the fovereign. Erland , however, fecure of the pope’s pro¬ 
tection, rot only difregarded thefe forms, bjyt totally changed 
the ccclefiaftical laws and ftatutes of Scboncn Tor new ones of 
his own. Chiiflopber was fo incenfed at this haughty con- 
Adetail of du&, that he fitted out a fleet againft him, entered the river 
this quar- Sley, inverted Gafcnburg* and demolifhed its fortifications. 
ul, and Finding his fehemes thwarted by Matilda , the queen-dowager, 
*ke hifbop'i ^ determined to fecure her intE^£, by fettling South Jutland 
upon her; but this Erland prevented, by marrying her to the 
duke of Swedeland, though (he was actually betrothed to the 
bifhop of Othon. « • 

We hear no more of the quarrel between the king and the 
archbirtiop ; for fyaldeMar.be ing now fet at liberty, by the in- 
terreflion of his uncle John, required all Clwjhpher's atten¬ 
tion to adjurt matters between them. This was effected by 
refigning to him the dutchy of Slefwick, which was done by 
the king’s delivering hijika rtandard in the ufual form, and 
receiving from him an oafr of allegiance, and the ceremonies 
pf vaflalage, 4 Tht^* 
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This year Chriftophtr fent ambafladors to Rente* to con- # a. D. 
gratulate pope Alexander on his acceffion to the papal dignity* izcfij 
and to procure from him a confirmation of the fovereignty * 
of the Vandal country, granted to his father Voldemar by the 
cmferor Fbedejck. His requeft was granted p but the clergy, 

CxpVtfJ Qrland, i.^ftigated the common people, and they 
refufed .*■•£» qspit his authority. They went farther, and even 
committed rages on the Danijh frontiers, feizing towns, 
demydifl*brts, and burning villages. The incenfed king 
gavn, them Little, and defeated them with great (laughter; 
but was prevented from punilhing them as they deferved, by 
the menaces of the archbifliop of Lunden and .bifliop of Rof- 
chiid , who applied to the pope to retraCl the gram he had 
lately made, in cafe the king refufed to make up matters with 
Ofc: *infurgciiy}. 

* ERL AND, archbifliop of Lunden , exerted more than a 
V^pal authority in Schonen. He abrogated laws, formed fl?.- 

* -.la, and palled decrees at pleafurc, to the great difeontent 
of the king^nd people. Cbrijlopher having fummoned a diet 
of the pcfjJle at Neoburg, Erland , as a mark of difrefped, 
convoked It the fame time a fynod of the clergy, to prevent 
the bilhcjJ from attending the king’s fummons. He had even 
thi prefu nation to defire the king would adjourn the diet un- 
Uil the bu^nefs of the fynod was firft ended. Cbrijhpher ve- 
fcrnved th^i meflage with difdain; and perfifting in his defign 
o! nolcnng a diet, Erland palled a decree, in defiance 01 his 
authority, which fet the clerical function' above fovereignty 
itfelf, and flit wed how neceflary it was to clip the wings of _ 
that facerdotal pride and ambition, which rendered the minis¬ 
ters of Cbf 'tjl the u pcfts of fociety, and the difturbers of the 
public tranquillity. 

CHRISTOPHER, determining to humble this headflrong 
prelate, afiembled another diet at Vartenburg, at which were 
prefent the dukes of Pomerania, Ritgen, and other great vaf- 
fals of the crown, prevented by the hard fioft from attending 
the lad diet. Here hedrew^p an indictment againft Erland , 
containing the following charges, ift. That without thcchrifto- 
royal aflent, or even knowledge, he had ufurped the arch- p }, er *, 
bifhopric/ and even pr<jfumed to ordain other bifhops by his charge 
own foie authority. 2d, That after fwearing allegiance to againft 
himfelf and fon, he refufed to cro^n eithe^, and interdicted Erland. 
thofe perfons wjjo had performed the duty. 3d, That he had 
forbid the bilhops, under pain of excommunication, from 
ferving in the wars at the king’s exarefs command ; though, 
by the laws of the land, they werqjbpund to do this as well 
as the laity. 4th, That by unfcaQiably convoking a fynod, 

/ . in 
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t in contempt of the royal authority, he had occafioned great 
lofs to the nation by procraftinating public bufinefs. 5th, That 
% in this fynod he had palled certain decree*, which h^got rati-* 
tied by the pope, diametrically oppoftte to the laws qf the 
kingdom, and extremely deftrudlive of the pufelic/wpal. /T® 
thefe articles of indictment were added* feveral 
equally grievous. The haughty prelim was no w/a breed to 
ftoop and bend his proud neck to foverdlgnt^y^ttoetitroned^ 
the prince of Pomerania to intercede witli theJLjng*^ but - 
Chriflopher was deaf to all extenuations of crimes fo heip^us. 
He infilled on the archbifhop’s anfwering t/every feparate 
article of the*charge: however, time was granted, and the 
prelate refpited until the next diet. 

A j} Next year the quarrel was dropt, without any apparent 
reafon, juft as the diet had met; and foon ajjer rciur 
upon account of the archbilhop's excommunicating a certaii 
lady of quality, without alligning juft reafon for inch a eg 
dudt. After folemnly citing Erland before his tribunal, 
end of this difpute waj.depriving the archbiihopoc of Lunden 
of all the extraordinary privileges and immunitn* conferred 
on it by former kings of Denmark, and reducing it to the ^ 
condition of other diocefes, over which it was raied by the t 
king’s favour <0 Efchil , the former bilhop. j •* / 

t Nor was the prelate enough humbled with thflr indignitj^ 
s He^had brought ovCr to efpoufe his quarrel theV^iihops of. 1 
Othon , Rofcbildy apd Ripen , with other dignifiecKperlbnagea 
of the church, as well as the duke of Pomerania. Relying 
, upon their powerful intereft, he grew more* infolent, de¬ 
manded feveral privileges which former archbilhops had never 
claimed, and was juft on the brink of renewing the conteft 
with redoubled warmth, when Valdemar of Siejwici's death 
for a time diverted the king’s attention to other objc&s. 

In the letters patent, by which Valdemar held Slefwick, no 
mention was made of his'neirs: his brother Eric demanded 
it, however, as his right; and the king claimed it as his, 
faying, that the letters patent &*%inly intended it (hould fall 
back to the crown, by their making no provifion for the na¬ 
tural heirs. Thus a frelh war was kindled : Eric raifed forces; 
but the king marched agaiuft him with an army fo'powerfu), 
as forced him to relinquilh the defence of Slejwick , which fell 
an eafy prey to thp king. /Having placed garrifons in all the 
caftles, he returned to Denmark ; and calling, an aftembiy at 
Othony had his fon Erie* not only declared his fucceftor, but 
crowned with all the ufutil folemnities. This rather was the 
intention of Chrijhpbcr d the afTembly ; but the archbifhop 
of Lunden not only rcfulek\to perform the folemnity,;but pro- , 
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hibited all the other bifhope of the kingdom, under pain of , 
interdiction from fire and water, as well as from adminiftring * 

"the facrjment. Upon this the diet was removed to ‘Haffnia, ■* l2 5 8 * 
whefe Eric was crowned by the nobility, and confecratcd by 
the hands of a. private clergyman, who defp'fed the menaces Thcpride 
of a&'Jhbifhop, ”^’hcn it interfered with the duties whir^i c f Erland. 
■^he owetf**o his king aud country. 

This Toltqinity being over, the king informed the diet, 

” that *he had certain advice of the ill offices doing him at 
It&'ne the archbifhop of Lunden , who had perfuaded tbs 
pops, that rib'fs children were excluded contrary to the ge¬ 
neral fenfeof the people, and by the king's Angle authority : 
that Erland had entered into a written engagement with the 
bifhops and Abel's children, that he would fupport them 
all jhe king’s force in maintaining their right to the 
/crown : that he had reprefented the king as an enemy to the 
\j;ccclefiafttcal order, who had embraced all opportunities Of 
v^.^r effing them : finally, that Erland had compelled the 
dowager Matilda to give hOV hand ro„the duke of Sw'erlcland, 
after fhe ’Jas betrothed to the bifhop ol Otbon. Upon maturely 
weighing'all the particulars of this charge, it appeared to the 
I diet, thaw there was no fccurity for the fafety of the king’s 
’ p^rfon ai^l government, unlefs the archbifhop'and fome other 
^facerdotaf incendiaries were taken into cuftody. Accordingly 
'the archbAhop, his archdeacon, and the’bifhop of Ripen, werf , , 

I feized; ’ the bifhops of Othon and Rofcbitd efcaping upoft the 
firft alarm. Immediately tlje whole kingdom was interdicted, 
agreeable to the refolution of the laft fynod, in cafe violence , 
was offered to a bifhop. - The k*ing wrote to the pope, repre- ^ 
fenting to him tlje haughty conduCt of the archbifhop, the in- 
jjuftice and abfurefity of a prelate’s afluming to himfelf a (hare t j, e 
in the royal prerogative, and the hardihip that he fhould have 
it in his power to interdict a whole people on account of his 
refentment to one man. ’ 

These remonftrances were no fooner difpatched to Rome, 
than he ordered all priefta^,* ithin the kingdom, and perfons 
exercifing the facerdotal function, to adminifter the commu¬ 
nion, under the penalty of lofing their tythes and (Upends. In 
the meafi time the bishops of Rofchild and Othon were bufied 
in levying forces, having engaged in their alliance the duke 
Of Pomerania, the princes of Holft^n, and garment prince of 
Rugen. Cbri/lgpber made preparations to weather this ftorm, 
by entering into a treaty with Hacquin king of Norway , and 
Birger duke of Swedeland, marriecC/to the dowager Matilda. 

Matters were drawing faff to a J£nfis; and open hoftilities 
muff have foon commenced, had Jpt Chrijlopbtfs death, and 
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the prudent conduct of Margaretta , his widow, put an end 4 
to the warlike proceedings. With refpe& to the caufe of this 
prince's death, there are various relations. Some think he 
died a natural but fudden death; while others', witn more 
probability, infinuate that he was murdered by the contrivance 
of Arnefajl^ bifhop of Arpius, and promoted to that fee 'by 
Erland againft the king’s will. Othervattribute thp^C action 
to the fame bifhop ; but render the mean$ ( fti)l more infamous, 
affirming, that he poifoned the bread which He adminiftered 
to the king in performing the cucharift: a villainy fo e«op. 
mous as to merit little credit, did not hiftory produce oth'er' 
inftances of the fame nature. 

As to Chrj/topher, he was rather a deferving than a happy 
prince. He found the treafury exhaufted on his acceffion, 
the people violently incenfcd againft the late king, 
ftrong f.iflion in favour of his children ; and it va* his mif-1 
fortune to involve himfelf further, though unavoidably, by 
entering into difputcs with the clergy. At his death he left 
things in much the fame firuation he found them ; the trea * 
fury exhaufted, and th.: nation fplit into two pefyerful fac¬ 
tions. 1 

ERIC VII. \ 
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CHRISTOPHER N death made room for his Vildeft fon 1 
Eric. As the young king had net yet attained at fuU age, his f 
mother Margaret , a lady of prudence, virtue, and piety, took 
into her hands the reins of government. Her adminiftration 
began with troubles, occafioncd tjy the pope's letters to far- 
merely prince of Rugen , inviting him to attempt releafing the 
archbifhop of Lunden. Notwithftanding Jarmerci was a vaf- 
fal of the crown, at the pope’s defire he ir.fidq,a fudden def- 
cent on Zealand , and was met there by a tumultuous army, 
which Matgqrct had raifcd of a fudden to oppofe him. A 
battle enfued, and the Danes were defeated, leaving ten thou- 
fand men dead on the field. The biihop of Rofchild renewed 
the interdi&ion, and forbid 0*i{Uan burial to thofe brave 
fellows, who had loft their lives m the caufe of their young 
king. All the country was laid wafte, and Hajfnia^ taken 
and plundered. Not content with laying Zealand w^lc, Jar¬ 
merci pafied to Bornholm , and invefting the ftrong caftle of 
Hammehnfty took it, put tbc garrifon to the fword, and fub- 
dued the whole ifhmd. 

In the mean time Margaret* with her fon Eric , took (belter 
in Fionia , where, and it* Sorth Jutland , levies were making 
to renew the war with alfopoffible diligence. Happily for (hem 
the fierce Jarmerci wa$'il\’in while he was plundering a mo* 
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ftiftery, in incenftfi nun hkving tabbed* him in the groid 
** With a knife. Being rid of this enemy, Margaret fettled the • 
difference about his wife$ fortune with the marquis of Bran* 

Senburgy 1 nd by this means gained him over to her intereft. 

Towards the beginning of this y€ar Eric was a fe- * 

-tone 1 tintii. crovfned at a public diet, having rfbw attained the * *** 
age ot e'^vcn years. * T t waS the opinion *f the diet that thO 
archbishop ftou’d be /et at liberty, and reinftated m htsdio- 
''We ; but this th<* refra&ory prelate refufed, infiftirtg that all 
fb»ui f be laid before the pope. However, being now at liber¬ 
ty, he went into Sweden, from whence he fent the moft viru¬ 
lent letreis agaifift the kirtg tt> Rome. Margaret and Eric , de- 
„ lirous of a reconciliation with the church, replaced all the 
other biC«>ps m their refpedtive fees ; but, incenfcd at Eiland% 
th^u-werc no lefs obftinate than the atchbifhop. At the fame 
me nope Alt aftdn dying. Urban IV. was cie£ted in his room $ 

' to gain favour with whom ambafiadors were fent by Eric to 
* congratulate his acccflion, and obviate all the accufations 
wmch probably would be laid againlt him by his rebellious * 
clergy. *■ j 

» Befort thefe difputes were terminated, Matilda, widow PbungErfy 
»of Abel, am) wife to the duke of Swedilandy inftigated her lays claim 
fon Eric tc^tlaim the dutchy of Slefwtck , to which he was the to Slcf- 
<eareft hen, his brother Valdcmar dying without ifluC. The wicij, 
i. habitants were well difpofed towards fiim, the princes of <, 

‘ HoljUm preferred him as a neighbour to the powerful king>of 
Denmark , and determined tp Support him; Other princes like- , 
wife countenanced and 1'..% .urn forces, which, with thofe he ^ 
had raifed, compofed a confiderable army. King Eric and hLs 7 
mother Mqrgaretta led*an army againft him, Findan-lvan A* Uf 
^commanding unde* them. A battle was fought near Lopeid 
with grdat fury, a prodigious (lumber was flam on both Tides, 
and the Holjieiners weic beginning to fail back in diforder, f be king 
when Findan-lvan , won by the enemy's gold, treacheroufly arid qmen 
jdrewoff the Danijli troops, fuffered nimfelf to b? taken, and are ta * en 
his king defeated and made pHjopcr with his mother. pi i/onerty 

Af ter this Eric took p< iflmon of Slefwtck without refift- 
anefe, the king was fent prifoner to Alfcn y the queen and the 
biftiop of Stefwick , who likewife fell into the enemy’s hands, 

; were cloftly Confined Hamburgh , and the latter loaded 

With chayis by order of Erland\ archbifhop of Lunden. This 
ptelate, upon the news of Margaret \s defeat, returned from 
Sweden , and now gVew infolent without controu). The found 
policy of Margnretta rendered her confinement ihort: fhd 
wrought matters fo with Alba t qf Brumwieky that he mterefted 
Mod. Hist.Vol. XXXII. fe him* 
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Tbif are himfelf in her relenfc; and flic no iooner obtained her liberty 
releafed, than file diligently applied for the king’s and the bilhop’s en¬ 
largement, which was, in a (hart time, effeded by means of 
"• a high ranfom, and a promife to marry his fitter tq,' Albert of 
Brandenburg , as foon as (he arrived at a proper age. 

The king and Margaretta were now at liberty to revenge 
the injuries Erland had done them during their confinement. 
They accordingly drew up a heavy charge againtt him, which 
they fent to pope Urban , befeeching, fnat, to eftablitti the, 
tranquility of the kingdom, he would withdraw him frd r .i the 
diocefe of Lunden. Urban granted their requeft, and wrote k 
feverc letter to that purpofc to Erland - but his holinefs died 
before ins orders took place j and in order to ingratiate himfelf 
A. D. with Clement V 1 . the fucceeding pope, the archbifliop pro- 
1265. pofed making a tour to Rome. Soon after the pope fern his 
legate to Denmark: he was graeijufly received fiy king Lrtt,’ 
promifed fair, but in a (hort time took part with the archbi* 
(hop} fummoned the king and queen-motiu» opeur before 
him at Slejwick, which they refuting, he .■ o . for Lubec % 
and was followed thither by all the bifhops cf Denmark. 
The pope's From Lubec this fpiritua! tyrant thundered out h i impotent 
legate ex- anathemas, interdi&ing the king and queen-mothev, together 
eommuni - w * lt h a n t h e nobility of the court; after which he d eparted for 
taies the R ome ^ attended by Erland. How this difpute With Erihnd 
*"& a and the pope’s legate termina.ed, we know not, as wt find 
queen. r nQ f art h er mention qfede of it during Erics reign (A). 

^rom this time Denmark enjoyed a profound peace, until 
the year 1270. Eric was bufied in framing new laws, giving 
dire&ions for the ttridt execution of the old, reffdenifhing his 
exhautted treafury, and recruiting by every poflible means 
A. D. the almoft wafted conftitution and fpe^ ftrength of the 
1270; kingdom, when the Mufcovites , Lithuanian and Semigal - 
Eric fends ltans % made a fudtjgn irruption into the province of Ejhnia , 
an arty to or that part of Livonia fubje£t to the crown of Denmark , and 
Livonia, conquered by the predeefifors of Eric. They had over-run 
‘tbtb^’b** S rcat P art country,.and reduced the inhabitants to 

rians, (A) Pontanus indeed obferves, of Lyons , in the year 1274, died 

that Eric, in order to make up at Rugen , and thusTid the king 
matters with the holy fee, made of his # greateft eneftiy : ana 
fome conceffions to the arch- laftly, that after thijs the inter- 
bilhop, and paid him bciides diftion was taken off, the pope 
a (am of money : °that thdpre- being defirous of parfuing the 
late returning from the council war againtt the Saracens (1J. 
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great diftreft* befofli Watthias with the Danijh fleet"came up. 

On Hie arrival he landed his troops, fought and defeated the • 

,enemy j Hut perfuing them with too great eagernefs, he was 
flain in t\e chace; a lofs that greatly damped the joy of the * 
vi£fo*y. 

To this tranfaction fucceeded a war with <Eric of Slefwici , War te- 
occafioned by a varTety of circatnftances. The king could tween the 
pot digelt the manner in which that dutchy had been wrefted king and 
jfpm him, tho’ in faa it was but a poor equivalent for th 
ero&Hi of Denmark. He had received complaints hum the Slefwick-i 
Inhabitants of fcveral grievances which Eric refufed to iedrefs. 

This prince h-atl likv.wifc refufed to appear befotc »hc king’s 
tribunal when cited as a vafl’al j and a difpute «»>fc between 
them about Alf a and other neighbouring iflands in the Bal- 
•,'v,^ Eric commenced hottilities, by entering the dutchy with 
* powerful army, and fei*ing upon the fortrefs of 7 under, 
vvh •; h he ' 1 'hence he marched to Handerjlaw and 

r ! ■ ■ himfelf mailer of both cities, and indeed 

of id . i d . whole dutchy, without any conliderable oppo¬ 


sition k 

ERiL and his wife dying about mis time, the king took 
upon himfelf the guardianship of his three fons, Abel, Eric , 
and Valde nar, all minors, and conflituted John Witting go- 
vefnor of S/efwick. T his was caufe of ffelh* troubles; for 
rhe princes of Hoijiein , coufins to the deceafed Eric, believing^ 
this charge ought by right to devolve up9n them, refolvol to* 
claim it by force of arms. They crolled, the Eyder witn an } 
army to attack the king, who, unwilling to enter upon an¬ 
other war, gave the government of the dutchy to the eldeli 
foil of Eric, and thus compromifed matters. 

This year Er'\ cnicied into an alliance with Magnus -A. D. 
o fNicoping, who had fled from Sweden to crave hjs afliftance . 1 z 77 * 
againft Faide mar. This prince had ufurped the whole do- 
minion, allowing nothing to the younger brother. Magnus ^ we cn * 
haftened back with rhe Danijh reimorcemcnt, and foon com¬ 
pelled Valdemar to red fdtisfuxpfr ith an equal ihare of domi¬ 
nion : but a quarrel foon^ffmc between the king and Mag- 
rms, who having now gained his ends, refufed to pay the 
fum ftipulared for the aftittancc ^Corded by Eric. Nay more, 
he began* to commente hoftilitus, and entered Schonen with 
an army, after he had publicly broke off the late treaty. Here 
he igid wafle a great part ot the country; • but wys at length 
flopped in his •ucl and ungrateful prog'-efs by XJffo , whom 
the king had lent to oppofe him. lA batilc enlued, Mag¬ 
nus was repulfed, and forced to qwt the province with dif- 
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grace. Farther tfa revenge the infult,*rrV fent privately to 
Voldemar , that if he would hold his crown of Denmark , he 
would reftore him to the full dominion of his kingdom. Hilo 
propofals Were readily accepted, Voldemar • raifed an army, 
and was joined by a ftrong body of Danes ; but both were 
defeated, a prodigious number flairi, and Voldemar^ 'efcaping* 
with difficulty out of the fidld, was forded to feek (belter id 
Denmark. This vidtory was obtained ty Cfsarles IJffo, gene* 
ral to Magnus , and one of the bell officers of Sweden ., „ . - 
VOLDEMAR made but a (hort (lay in Denmark j f6r as 
foon as forces were raifed he entered Gothland, plundering‘and 
laying wafte all before him, as if he had been 1 in an enemy’s 
country; nof did Magnus oppofe him, as he intended to 
procure a peace by refigning this province to Voldemar . With 
this view he fent to Eric , to acquaint him that he, was„r*yV 
to pay the promifed fubfidy, provlied he withdrevl iys troops j 
which Eric accepting, a peace was concluded. 

About the beginning of this year a war broke out be¬ 
tween Denmark and Norway , owing to Eric's withholding 
the portion of Ingeburi j, daughter to Eric VI. and wife to 
Magnus king of Norway'. Magnus arriving with a great fleet 
Denmark j n Schonen , landed his troops at Scanora, where he was met 
and Nor- anf j defeated by the Danijh army, leaving five thoufand o of 
wa y* his men dead on the field of battle. Thus repulfed, he re¬ 

turned with all expedition to Norway , and Eric hearing that 
'theefons of the king of Sweden had ferved in the at my of 
i Magnus , led his troops to wade Gothland , which he plun¬ 
dered and laid defolate in revenge. Magnus of Sweden, un¬ 
willing to break the peace, which had fo lately been con¬ 
cluded, propofed an interview with Eric, in order, to adjuft 
the difference between them. They met os.» tjje frontiers of 
Gothland, and Eric agreed to indemnify the lofs which Swe¬ 
den had fuftained from this invafion, by remitting half the * 
fubfidy to be paid by Magnus . On the other hand, the caf- 
tle of Lodofia was pledged to him in fecurity of the pay¬ 
ment of the remaining mot;**#; and thus the two princes 
were again reconciled, to the gretu: joy of both kingdoms. 

A. D. Having now feme little refpite from foreign wars, he 
1280. held a diet at Neoburgh, in order to redrefs fome grievances 
A detail of of which the people loudly complained? Of thefe we know 
the war. nothing more than that a decree was pafied on this occafion, 
which formed a Supplemental part of the laws of Zealand. 
The controverfy between .him and Voldemar rff Slefwick about 
^ Alfen , and the other frtrill iflands (trusted round it in the 

• Baltic, was fubmitted to nc determination of a board cif de- 

* \ cemvirs, 
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ibmvirs, chofcn by both fides. Their verdi& was, that VnU . 
demur fhould n^ld 4 thefe iflands of the king) paying him a 
certain y%trly revenue in acknowledgment. 

The year 1282 was ufhered in by a peftilential difeafe, 
by i^hicH great numbers of men and cattle were fwept off, 
and this was preceded, fays our author, by a ftrange appear^ 
ance in the air of two dragons fighting; the infallible prog-* 

. nofttc of dreadful cflamities. Terrible fires happened in 
tfifre>£nt parts of the kingdom, especially in Lunden, w.hich 
deftroyed a multitude of houfes and churches. To crown the Death and 
misfortunes of the year, Margaretta , the king's mother, died, character 
deeply regretted by all degrees of people, after shaving, with e/’Marga- 
great discretion and policy, governed the kingdom at)d her retta. 
fon for the fpace of twenty-three years. 

Ihe de^jh of this excellent princefs raifed many enemies 
to Eric, whom her prudence had long repreffed. Voldemar 
duke of Slefwick laid claim to his patrimony, ant} determin¬ 
ing .to fupport his demand by force, united himfelf to the earl 
of Holland\ and Stigef y tribune of th oJJaniJk knights, as we* 
find .him termed by our authors, though they do not ex¬ 
plain the nature of this office. The earl had indeed the 
fame 'reafons for beginning a war j and Eric y to avoid one, 
cedfed South Jutland to Voldemar, and VhlUoid ft) the earl, re- 
ferving only his own fovereignty: but this did not fatisfy 
Vhem; they ftill perfifted in their refolutibn to break withjthe’ 
king, to which they were incited by Hacquin of Norway’s 
refolution to renew the wai* which his father. Magnus had 
dropt after hi? repulfe in Schonen, Hacquin began with ravag- £ p 
ing the coafts of Demnark, burning Scaga y a town in North ^g/ 
Jutland , dhd grie^ufly diftreffing the inhabitants of the fea- 
fhore. Valdemhr at the fame time was raifmg a ftorm in the 
South; and refolving to fettle a plan of operations with Hac¬ 
quin, fet fail for Norway , and was taken on his way by a 
ftenijb fquadron, and carried prifofler to Elfmore . Here he 
was detained, clofely confined fojJComc bionths, and then fet 
at liberty, at the interceflufci'fof fome princes, on figning 
an acknowledgment of his errors, and giving up all his pre- 
tenfions to ^Ejen y and the other places he had claimed as 
bis right.* This inftrivnent was guarantied by the princes 
who procured his liberty, all of whom took an oath to de¬ 
clare againft him, ibould he infringe any Angle article of the 
deed he had nowifolemnly figned and fealedT 

ERIC , having finilbed this tranfcjftion, and patched up a A. D. 
peace with the king of Norway y comforted himfelf with the 1286. 
pleafing hope of enjoying the remamdet of bis life in tran- 
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» • _ quflity; but he was treacherously murdered v few weeks af- 


lltrtd' 


ter by a band of confpirators, the chief nobinty of the king¬ 
dom, among whom was Jams earl of Holland, The cabal 
confined of nine perfons, each of them having thejr ‘parti¬ 
cular grudge rfgainft the king, whom they a&vifed &1f in(lon**» 
tinence and avarice, the weak apoldgiesof treachery and re¬ 
bellion. They perpetrated their defirn as the king was 
snaking a progrefs to North Jutland to adminifter juftic^ — 
fettle the (late of the province, loading him with'fifty 
wounds, while he lay faft afleep in his chamber at an inn in 
Warburgy Where he had taken the-diverfion of hunting for 
a few days. The murderers were a long time unknown, and 
might.perhaps have ever lain concealed, had not their con¬ 
sciences rifen in judgment againft them. Imagining. 
was no fecutity for them in Denmark, they Ae^ to Nor- 
toay> by which mean? the whole plot was difcovered, and 
their nafties tranfmitted with ignominy to the lateft po- 
fterity. 

Jits cba- Thus died Eric Vlf. in the flower of his age, and with 

ratter. the reputation of feveta! virtues, which he obfcured by lull . 

and avarice. He had debauched the wives and daughters of 1 
feveral of the nobility, which drew upon him their indigna¬ 
tion : and the large Turns amafled by his rapacioufnefs had 
filled his private coffers, while the public treafuty was empty, 

■f and the people opp:efled with poverty. Thefe vices were, 

I however, more than fufficiently punifhed by the nature of his 
m death ; and it is probable, if he 1 had lived longer, that expe* 
rience would have in fome meafure corrected them, on per¬ 
ceiving how odious they were to his fubjedts. q 

. * 

ERIC VIII. furnamed the PIOUS . 

ErjcVIlI. ERIC the Pious , fqrnamed likewife Mewed , fucceeded 

Jumamd to the.crown of his father Eric VII. As he was yet a mi* 
the Pious, nor, his mother and the ferrite governed the kingdom ; and 
Voldemar of Slefwick was appear'd his guardian. The firft 
, a£t of Eric's authority was bedding a diet at Schelfifcore % where 
he propofed means to the diet for revenging his father’s death, 
and punching the murderers. The oonfpirators wanted noi 
friends, who gave them immediate intelligence of the refolu- 
tions of the aflembly; uj^n which they planned a fcheme for 
fcizing the king's'perfon. and taking the fupctme government 
into their own hands, necret asthis plot was kept, Voldemar 
got fome intimation of ry; and having firft removed the king 
out of danger* he doubl’d the guards round the city, and 
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meafures as fruftrated the confpiracy, and 
irators to fly the kingdom. 9 , 

Jtewife a ft range prodigy, at leaft what w*s • 
thought fo in thoTe dark ages, appeared in the heavens. Three 
„funfc aKefplefdent as the meridian fun, wer^feen altogether, 
each incircled by ^beautifiul rainbow; but this is a pheno¬ 
menon cafily accounted for bv every perfon who has made na¬ 
tural philofophy his tludy. It was then efteemed the har- 
D»nge*r of dreadful calamities. 

A second diet was held at Neobterg 5 and here a refolu- A p. 
Jion was taken, that the care of making an inquiry into this ,287* 
horrid plot fhould be committed to Otbo o£ Brandenburg , jnquiry * 
Witiflaw of Rugen, the princes of Hdtfiein^ and others of the into the 
Dqqtjh nobility, to the number of twenty* feven perfons. The confpiracy. 
committed^pon examining proper evidence, cited James earl 
of Holland, Canute Stigot , Nicholas Halanjfar , Peter Porfe y 
Peter James , Nicholas Canute , Ago Caccius , Ranno Jena % and 
Onvid Benedi£l t before them ; pronounced thipi guilty of par¬ 
ricide and high treafon, the enemies of <he king and king¬ 
dom, outlawed by the laws of thq^land, and their eftates Theeonfpi- 
confifcatcd to the crown. raton are 

The confpirators, failing in their laft attempt, had taken outlaid. 
rdfuge a fecond time in Norway , where they (wore allegiance 
to the king, at that time on bad terms with Denmark, \ and 
\ received from him the caftle of Congeif t ftrong by art anC 
1 nature. They Iikewife refolved to fortify, in the ftrdhgeiw 
manner, Hunejfirals , Warbufg* and othef places belonging to" 
the earl o(*Halland y againft all the attempts of the Danes ; 
and thus a war was again commenced between Denmark and rrar <wm 
Norway f which gontinued for the fpace of nine years, almoft Norway, 
to the utter rdm and deftruftion of both kingdoms. * 

In the beginning of the year 1288, Haccfuin proclaimed A . D: 
upon the fame pretences which both he and his father 1288. 


war, 

had ufed in the preceding contelk. He Iikewife (kreened the 
injuftice of his caufe under thgyfpecious pretext of revenging 
the injury done to fome .iremft nobility in Denmark % by 
0 robbing them of their eftates, and banilhing them the king¬ 
dom, without form of trial, or proof of their guilt. How¬ 
ever falfb this laft pretext might be, it gave a better afped to 
his caufe, and made the Norwegians , as well as neighbouring 
nations, lefs acquainted with the true ftate of affairs, applaud his 
motives. Little was done for this war befi 9 es making vigorous 
preparations *, but in the fpring of \e following year Hacquin 
attacked Elfmore , and burnt it dnwn to the ground. He 
fteered thence to Haffnia \ but jot venturing to land, he 
turned his courfe to the iflands 4 nagria and Mona } which he 
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laid waffe< After this he fent Contarius Crute/wxth. a fqu*~ 
drort of light frigates to make an attempt ari&camra ; but this 
officer returned with the lofs of two thins of /Sis whole 
fleet. 1 r . 

Retail of In the mean time the outlawed confpiratgrs ragged the 

the tyar. Coafts j and Sitget, after deflroying Brajitrjburg , made a dejicen?*' 
VO Satnfo&y whence he carried off fome plunder. He next 
Went to Torntburgy where king Erie yfctf frequently to pafs a 
few days, and this place he burnt, from hence hy 
\o FaJJlria , and, after laying defolate the city Nicoping, he in- 
veiled the citadel. The Norwegians* thinking to make an _ 
fafy prey of a fquadron of Danifit Clips lying off the iiland 
£aalqndy were themfelves defeated with great lofs. This 
pbliged Stigot to raife the fiege, and retire with all poffible ex¬ 
pedition to Hucquiny then at Amagria . Here jojr.ing forHfes, 
they failed to Strelecopia, bunit it, and then returned to Nor- 
yjay. 

ERIC , will mg to fpare innocent blood, fent ambaffa^iprs 
with propofals of peace.. He offered to pay to Hacquin his 
, mother’s portion, proyVed. he would feparate himfeif from 
the parricides, and quit the defence of a caufe which a good 
jprince ought to blufn for having ever engaged in : but Hac¬ 
quin infilled upon ferrps for the confpirators, which broke off 
the negociation. The queen now brought on a treaty of 
Jmarriage between the-king and Ingeburga , princefs of Sweden^ , 
i "and daughter to kiiVg Ala gnus. As foon as the terms were 

i fettled the parties vtere betrothed : and, to conned! the fami- 
I lies more firmly, (he contra&ed ner daughter with the fon of 
Magnus , both crotons foliciting for a difpenfation at Rome. 

In the fummer of this year Hacquin and the exiles again 
pu% to fea, plundered and burnt the tow/is of Alburg an 4 
§ivenburg in Jutland and Fionia, ravaged part of Laaland, and 
then returned unmolefted to Norway . But the exiles re¬ 
mained with part of the flee* in the Baltic , and fortified Sproa 
|md Hi elm ^ from whence tho propofed harraffing the coafls 
Of Denmark. Nor did, HacqtcL remain long in indolence. 
Next year ho returned, and made qn unfuccejsful attempt 
ori Corforiu Again he turned his arms ?gainft Holbtn and 
^scoping* both which cities he burnt and deftroyed. *A 11 this 
^h‘le the exiles were ravaging Middlefordy and ether places 
of Ifcfs cohfideration. Stigoty their admirql, bad by this time 
{a fortified Hjehtiy that it became a place of £reat flrength, 
qnd a fafe retreat; for though the iiland be fmall, yet its lofty 
and craggy fituation rend tvs it extremely difficult of accefs. 

Until the year 1293 v ^rid nothing material recorded, 
beiides (he rebuildy-g, nl'Hoffnia k and the death of Stigot % 
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Mt&O refignefl his lift breath with a heroifia which would hav^ 
reAe&ed honour on-1 better life, and in the true Roman fpirit. 
Afleml^ing hi\ friends round him, he fpoke to them in the* 
following manner: “ You fee, my friends, what cur fitua*- 
♦* # tiofci is. We have weathered every ftorm, by means of the • 

“* harmony fubfifKng amjbng us: we have fucceeded in ev$ry 
•* enterprize from the fame caufe. Now that I am about to 
“ part with you f 5 r ever, obferve this my laft requeft, that 
you flill preferve the fame unanimity, and God will proiper 
“ your undertakings. Chufe another leader in my room \ 

“ obey him as you have done me ; and let not the ambition 
“ of any individual ruin the confederacy, a*id deftroy the 
** column of honour we have been fo long erecting. In this 
“ confifts your whole flrength: like this bundle of twigs* 

. 4 * *whilc ^jpu cleave together* you arc incapable of being 
“ brokeft; apart, you are we^de, and may be turned, twilled* 

“ and fnapped at pleafure.” with thefe words he yielded up 
the ghoft, and delivered Erie from one of the moil formidable 
of his enemies. ^ 

To warps the dofe of this y eJf a congreft was fettled, a. 6. 
at which Erie and Hacquin were to prefide in perfon, for the 1293. 
adjufting of their diiFerences. The princes met j but parting 
without having come to iny conclufion, 'Hatquin equipped a 
fleet, and recommenced hoftilities, making a fourth defi:enfc 
on Denmark , to the great lofs and terror of the inhabitant^ - «. 
‘great numbers of whom were ruined bv it. He took the^ 
mips of Denmark at fea; fome he plundered, others he de- % 
ftroyed; btft in general he fent them into his ports* imme- # 
diately confifcating both (hips and cargoes. 

Not long after Ranno Jona , another of the cbnfpirators, 
wgs taken in Rofihild, and broke upon the wheel; and the 
archbiihop of Lvnden was, by the king’s ordef*, thrown into 
prifon* together with his archdeacon. This latter efcaping, 
went to Rome, and, by bis mannef of relating things, incenfed 
his holinefs violently againft thejung. 

Immediately on the*b<£k of this, a difpute arofe be- A. D. 
tween Eric and Valdemar duke of Holflein % concerning fome 1298. 
frontier towns, to which both claimed a right; and the king 
of Koridby, believing t^iis a feafonable opportunity for purfuing 
the war, entered into a league with Valdemar , and renewed 
his depredations on the Danijh coafts. , 

While theft* A tranfadfions were going forward,‘the bifliop The iijkcp 
of leaden effecting his efcapc from J edgburg-eajlle % went firft ^Lunden 
to SM nl ee lm, and from thence to Rome , where he added frefh rfcapes oat 
£uel to the fire already kindled by ms^ archdeacon. In confe- *fprifon% 
fyieace the whole kingdom was laid under a new interdi&ion, 

and 
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r arid the king mul&ed to pay the archbiflipp an immenfe turn* 
x of money) to indemnify hts lofles and dUgirce, Ejrie had 9 
font his brother Chrifiepber and bis high chancellor Co Rome, 
to plead his caufe: he now loft it, and blamed his brother, as 
either corrupt or'indolent, which produced a quarrel between c 
them. Whether the affront put ifpon the king at Calltnburg 
was an effect of this difference, or the c^ufe of it, we know 
not f hiftory only relates, that Cbri/iopber's garrifon in that 
place fhut the gates upon Erie, juft as he was preparing to 
enter the city. Highly incenfcd at the indignity, his majefty 

returned with a body of forces, in order to punifti the offenders._ 

Cbrijlopber w &4 penitent, or rather he profeifed his ignorance 
of the whole j but nothing lets than the death of the principal 
officers in the town could fatisfy the king. 

The next year was fpent m'a feries of altercation with the 
pope’s legate and the bifhop o ( 1 Lunden. * The legate had en¬ 
tered wholly into the intereft of the latter, infilling upon 
terms which the king dete mined not to grant. He had like- 
wife refufed to pay the (Jtie impofed on him by his holinefs; 
and imagining the pope nad been deceived by a falfe repre- 
fentation of the nature of the difpute, he remitted to Rome a 
frefh appeal, apd jieavy complaints both of the legate and 
archbtfnop. 

Ik this fituation flood things between his majefty and the 
^oopcv when ambafladbrs arrived at Rofchild from Lubec, foli- 
citing Eric to take upon him the protection of this commercial 1 
city, greatly diftrefled by a number of furrounding enemies, 
who envied her rapid progrefs, and caft an eye of defire on 
the immenfe wealth (he had treafured up. Eric accepted the 
propofals, and a treaty was agreed on, wh^cbg he undertook 
to defend the Luheckers againft all their enemies, in confide- 
ration of a fubfidy of feven hundred and fifty marks in filver 
yearly. On the other hand, they were to adt as vaftals to 
the king; and to have in p 5 k' a certain number of forces, and 
a Beet ready to be put in mowjg at the king’s call. The Lu~ 
beckers were in the mean time to Vade freely to all*the ports 
of Denmark , as long as this treaty remained in force, and the 
time was limited to the term of eleven years. # 

This year a negotiation for a peace between the crowns 
of Denmark and Norway was fet on foot by the duke of 
Langland , who offered h* mediation, and renewed the very 
terms which had been purpoi'ed feme years before, when the 
convention was broke If on account of the confpirators, 
whom the king refufed t«\include. With this view he pafted 
over to Norway i and obtained from Ha^quirt a promife thal 
he would meet Erie at Co*for a t each attended by a lew nobj. 
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confcntVould Vs gained. Eric eaiily atiented to a propo¬ 
sal f<$ suitable, and immediately granted paJTports to Hacquin 
•f and his retin ut; but he foibid the regicides to be ,©f the num- r , 
ber. After the commiffioners had taken a folemn oath to Vs 
fwayed by no private or national ipotivcs, they entered upon 
-VvfiQefs ; but could come to no determination, and thus the j) cnmv j c 
congrek broke up without the happy fruits expedited from it. and Not- 
A difference which arofe between the knights of the way. 
Teutonic order and the bilhop of Eiga, had ^lmoft involved 
the king in a war with that warlike afiociation j but the pope’$ 
interpolation prevented the effufion of Chriftian blood *, 

the year 1302, the king fent .the moft plaintive and fup- 
plicating* Ritters to the pope, intreating, that he would be 
pleafed to remove his heavy cu^fe, under which the kingdom 
had laboured for fome years paft, and receive himfelf and 
ftlbje&s again into the bofom of church, allowing th<An 
the free ufe of the holy communiotf from which they had fo J 
long been interdidled. His holinefe, moved with his fupplica- P°P* 
tions, granted his requeft} the interdidlion was taken off, and re ” to y tt 
t^e whole kingdom rung with joy, as if foms very fignal ad- 
vantage had been obtained. Such was the afcendency this diaion ’ 
politic and truly artful fpiritual fovereignty had obtained ov*x ^, 

\ the minds of princes, rather ignorant than devout, fath^i 
fuperftitious than pious. X 

This year the war between Norway and Denmark wasV 
again renewed. Nothing, indeed, could be more irregular' 
than thev operations of both kingdoms; for, although no peace 
had been concluded, hoftilities frequently ceafed for a year 
. or two, and then were refumed by making a defeent on each 
other’s coalls. Hacquin fitted out a fleet, add ravaged the War re* 
Danijb iilands; while Eric laid (urge to Hunelfirals , JVarburg, nenued 
* and other places on the fea-eftaft; yet at the fame time a with Nor- 
convention was fitting for fettling a peace. It would feem way. 
that James earl of Hauanet had attempted the relief of thefe 
garrifons; but failing in his attempt, he furrendered all North 
Holland to Hacquin , and made it over to him in perpetuity, 
putting himfelf and Children under that monarch’s protection $ 
and making no other terms, than if it ihould happen that 
Hacquin , by any favourable turn,%lhould 1 ever procure a con¬ 
firmation of thlfe deed by Eric, hc%ould then appoint his eld- 
fft fon governor of the country. • 

• Prohisvid. Poktan. I. vJi. Mcvas. 1 .ili. 
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( Next year nothing remarkable happened* beltdep that tbct 
king publilhed another proclamation, citing the regicides to 
' take their trial according to law. We have already ffln thar 
they were convicted, and their eftates confifcated : to what 
purpofe, then, this new proclamation was iflufd, wc^kngw* 
no;. Certain it is, that none of tPe conlftirators obeyed the 
fupnmons, and we hear of no new fentence palled upon 
them. % 

v ' In the year 1306, Eric raifed an army to fuppott Bifger t 
« * 3 y*‘ king of Sweden , his brother-in-law, who was driven out of 
A* kingdom by his brothers. He led his troops tc the fron- 
Oreihtr-in- t ’ crs °f IVejl Gothland, where he was met by the enemy. Both' 
/awBir- armies encamped within light for fome days; and at length a 
* r uce, for one year, was agreed to by Eric and the Stvedi/h 
Swedes, princes. Notwithftanding this, Valdemar duke 9 ' Finland v 
* one of the brothers, palled ir.o Germany , where, levying a. 
body of horfe, he made a d< .cent on Schonen, ravaged the 
country, and carried off* Ch-iftopher , king Erics brother. At 
the fame time the Norvfgians landed at Tormburg 9 which 
* place they invefted j but Vere repulfed, and driven to their 
fhips. 

The following year Eric refolved to return the infult of¬ 
fered by the dukfe of Finland, in contempt of the la,te trued 1 . 
For this purpofe he raifed an army, took with him Valdemar 
el Slcfivick and his brother Eric, marched into the enemy's 
country, and came within light of their army; yet, after all, 
ftno battle enfued. The rigour of the winter was fo great, 
f that the foldicrs could not handle their arms: bolides, the. 
Swedes on his approach fent to demand equitable terms of 
peace, to which they declared they would cheerfully fdbfcribe. 
Accordingly a ceflation of arms was agreed\jpdn, and preli¬ 
minaries to a peace fettled, which were never kept. It was 
the fame with refpe& to a truce eftablilhed with Norway , after 
a very tedious negociation. In truth, Eric wanted vigour; he t 
was eafily amufed with any piV'text that could keep him from 
- entering upon a&ion; his enemies perceived his weaknefs, and 
converted it to their-own purpofes. 

Two years after the preceding truce, Eric again renewed 
the war with Sweden , in behalf of his brother- in-Ia£r, who 
had all this time lived an exile in Denmark. His army con¬ 
fided of fixty thoufynd fighting men, commanded by himfelf 
in perfon, ariSi under him »he chief nobility of the kingdom. 
Five thousand horfe were ^levied in Germany , and with theft; 
forces he entered JVeJl Gothland , and laid liege to Niioping . 
The enemy, commanded by duke Eric, finding themfelves 
unable to ratfe the liege by venturing a battle, were extremely, 
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diligent «nd. alert ®indiftrefling tfie king* by cutting off at! 
his convoys and forage. * For, three months Eric lay before • 
the citjk but carried on his operations flowly. His generals §rie real** 
r ~ J quarrelled,•^nilpiry duty was relaxed, and difgrace and cedtogreat 
approaching py large ftrides; when his majefty, defpair-,A<*r<r* 
f '* * fs,' br^ce'up the ficge, and entdled upon a nogo- 

peace. 'Tertis were fettled, the treaty figned, 
and the care of the panijh army committed to Cbrijiopher, the 
king’s brother, who \\ras to conduct it into Denmark. In his 
inarch he fat fire to a<great number of villages, and commit* 
ted many other diforders, contrary to the truce the king had 
Juft fignect pv Upon which the Swedes lodged a complaint 
againft him, arid he was deprived of his coin million, and 
likewife of the dutchy of Holland ,, which the king had be¬ 
llowed on him a little before. Chrijhpber immediately quit-p • 
ted the arpiy, and joined himfelf to the king’s enemies. Eric 
drew up a charge againft him, *Vhich he piefented to the diet the dates 
of the ftates 5 and Cbrijiopher in his anfwer fo clearly toy bi } bro- 
every article of the impeachmentf^that the diet interefted tber Clirif- 
themfelves in his behalf, befeechcdyic king that he would topher., 
reftore him to his favour, and at rength procured not only 
his leave to return, but the dutchy of Holland, upon the fame 
terms he had held it before. Before this diet broke up, Bir¬ 
ger, fo long exiled from his own kingdom, was likewife reftored, 
and a peace concluded between him and bp brothers. A remon* 
itrance was lodged againft king Eric , by Hacquin king of Ner-f • » 
*1 lay, complaining that he had often refufed the moll equita-T 
ble terms of„ accommodation* and broke off all conventions Y 
juft when matters were on the point of being adjulled. But v 
to this Eric replied, that no terms could be equitable, or in¬ 
deed honourable tx him, that included a pardon for the mur¬ 
derers of his predeceilor. However, what this remonftrance 
could not effedt was brought about by a difference which 
arofe between Hacquin, and Eric duke of Swedeland. Hac¬ 
quin demanded the reftitution of fongel, IVarburg , and other 
garrifons, committed in truft to duke Eric, which he refufed, 
on being difappointed in his* expedition of marrying the king 
of Norwa/s daughter. Eric of Denmark thought this the-. - 
faireft opportunity for eftablifhing a firm and folid peace be - 
tween the courts of Denmark and Norway. Accordingly he ^nclutfed 
propofed a treaty of marriage between Magnus, fon to Birger, between 
king of Sweden, and lngeburga, daughter t«* Hacquin. The iht jin of 

terms were accepted, the marriage fit*emnized in Haffnia , In- Birger and 
geburga declared queen of Norway in failure of the male line* daughter 
and a folid peace concluded between the three northern yHac- 
powers, all brought into a Itridt union by this alliance. quin. 

Next 
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A D. Next year EnVlikewife fpeht in givingf peace, to its neigh- 
13to.' r hours, and tranquility to his .own* febjedh. The pringpes of 
< t Holjiein were reconciled to Denmark , and a .certain icontro- c 
verfy with Wratiflau , prince of Rugcnj' ^i^ably tewninatcd. 
Games and tournaments were inrtituted *,jt RoJlock, tocelo 
brate this happjPevent; and Denmark, pf > hap, never few & 
more joyful occafion *. " 

A. D. But this calm, fo necefiary and feafor^Hle to a country ex- 
1311. haufted with the continual ilorm of war.-'was not of lon£ du¬ 
ration. The duke of Mecklenburg was Jefirous or Solemnizing 
his nuptials at Re/lock j but the citizens had denied 1 ;»m ad¬ 
mittance. Incenfed at this indignity, he ‘'omplr/L .ed to Eric , 
who wrote a peremptory order to the citizens* to do honour to 
the duke ; but they perfifting in their refufal, he equipped a 
fleet, and failed to the coafts of Lower Saxony . Towards the 
befieged by land the city was invefted by the duke of Mecklenburg^ Valde - 
*be king. mar of Brandenburg % and thcMieighbouring princes, while the 
king’s fleet blocked it up onjhe fide of the gulph or mouth of 
the river JVarnow. Her^, he funk (hips, laid booms acrefs, 

( and raifed works on ^rfch, to guard which he left a (lender 
garrifon, and returned fbme ; but he was fcarce gone when 
the befieged made a brifle felly, deftroyed all his works, and 
opened the pafla^e, building rtrong towers on each fide to 
prevent his entering with the fame eafe a fecond time. Im¬ 
mediately after this,, they entered into a league with feme 
^neighbouring dates, tend, equipping a fleet, invaded Denmark tj( 
J burning Sconora , Rflljlerbee , Amagria , Elfmore , and other ciy 
r ties, after carrying off a very rich booty. * / 

i This was.an infult which Eric thirfted to revenge. He 
failed directly for the If'arnow^ attacked the tower§ they had 
built in his abfence, and, after feveral brifk stacks, which con¬ 
tinued for three days, took them by aflault. ** He next drew 
lines round the city, blocked it up by fea, and, through dint 
of perfeverance, reduced the inhabitants to fuch diftrefs, that 
they turned their refentmef^ againft the fenate, and broke out 
into an open revolt. They ufirmed, that their liberties were 
fold to the king, and that the 0104th of the river was 'blocked 
up by their connivance. Enraged at this notion, they flew like 
maniacs round the ftreets, feized and put to death feveral fe- 
nators of the firft diftin&ion, torturedmthers, and at length, 
tired with (laughter and barbarity,, fent to king Eric to depre¬ 
cate his wfath, a(k pardop for their rebellion, and fee, in the 
moft fubmiilive terms, fc\ * 
was prone to mercy, 
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n cwn<o* bqt the iffairs of hit kingdom requiring hbim me¬ 
diate attehdanae, he referred the burghers to the duke of* 

. Meckleiifytrgy whom he tecommended the mildctt treat- y 
ircift. A cdTatipn' w^hoftilfues was granted, and commif* 
goners were appoWTed to fettle the preliminaries tor a thorough 
agreement. 'Khe^treaty tAas to be negociSted without the 
walls, but the dukd'deteri&ined otherwise j and being impla¬ 
cable againft the citizens, he found means to convey a party 
of choice faldicrs, Iq tw" covered waggons, that were enter¬ 
ing th©*^t/. Thefe'i'ISt-eed upon the gates, and let them 
open, xi The duke wfih his whole army rufhed in, and an The city 
obiiinate Battle erft^d in the market-place, when the duke takem, 
perceiving manure like to prove too hard for hiftr, proclaimed 
the king's orders,*Sihat jufticc fhould be admniftered bylaw, 
without having rebourie to the fword ; and that his only mo¬ 
tive lor feiiing the ci'y was to provide his troops with better 
quarters during a negotiation tV^t might prove tedious. The 
citizens no fooner heard this de«. l aration than they drew off t 
•and permitted the duke to quarter'T'is troops without molefta* 
tion. They were mulcted to pay, Sh three inftallments, the , 
fum of fourteen thoufand marks in filler, or that value in fear- 
let cloth, and other merchandize, to indemnity the Icing, the 
duke, and the marquis of* Brandenburgs foj the expences of 
the war a . 

This year a confpiracy formed again# the king’s life was A. D. 
wdifeovered by Eric of Lang land’s wile. After his deatn. #She\ 1312.* 
4 had found a letter in his cabinet, containing an account of the ^njpiracy 
frfdt and the names of all the confpirators, and plainly (hew • a Covered, 
ing that her huiband was deeply engaged in this villainous de- 
fign. Weighing her duty to the king againft the regard (he 
ought to preferve r or the memory of her husband, at length 
ihe determined to reveal the whole, which (he did, by pre- 
fenting the letter to king Eric. The affair was kept a pro¬ 
found (ecret, until the diet was affembled. and then the king 
ordered the paper, figned and fear’d by the confpirators, to be 
produced. As Coon as the adon mment of tUb people ceafed, 
they requeued that the confpirators might be feized and pu¬ 
nched. Immediately Andrew Hogby and Niche las Rating 
were put pi irons, and broke on the wheel, ending thofe lives 
in mil'ery which thcy 3 had fpent in planning the moft vil¬ 
lainous and horrid defigns. Ail the others, among whom 
were feveral ‘ bilhops, particularly ^>ofe of RgfchM , Othon , 
fVtburg) and Slrfwia 6, were pardd?. on account of Eric’s 
great regard for their facred function, which it would. 


a Vid. Pomtan. 1. vis. 
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f crimes s only a ndtftwth of allegiance waa reared of,>hem$ 
which they *ere at liberty to bipak as £hey had don* the for*. 
mer, fmee they were tied down* by no as 4 w or other k^ 
ritv for their good condu& b . . , j „<•.' u 

'Towards thb clofe of this yeati a hew d«ngi jft w?? sett!eJ* 
* which Eric, Hacquin, Birger , Vuke cUiJtipber, Voldemar 
and Eric, dukes of Swedeland , with ffcV^al other princes, 
prefided in perfon. Here it W/^vnpoted to ^ftabii^x tfip 
late peace, concluded betweeUiAlitfle e irinccs. more 

folid bafts, as difficulties occurred whic i had then Jieei. \ -lied 
over unohlcrvcd, The congrefs fat for i\ t \& a , Irlvemonth, 
and at lull all particulars were adjufted to JjV * .usfadtionof 


A.D. 

I3H- 

injur- 
Xtilion in 
Jutland. 


A. D. 

I 3 ' 4 ', 

fhfpute be- 
tween 
Denmark 
and Bran¬ 
denburg. 


every individual. 7 ; 

This year an infirreflion appeared in ’‘forth Jutland, ex¬ 
cited by fonte of * he nobility, who. »*« nfiigated- the people 
againft the govern nent, aiu^ made them refufe payment of 
the taxes impofed i,y the ki yj and diet. They foon broke out 
into adls of violei ce, metering the fleward of the houfhold, 
whom the king had Int to appeafe them. Upon this the 
king put the army in motion, and was marching againft them, 
when the infurgents thought it advifeable to fubmit, and 
throw themfelves Aipon his clemency. Brie pardoned thepi, 
but impofed a new tax, by way of fine, which was continued 
Sot a long time under the name of Galdecorn ; and to awe 
f*hcm for the future, lie cre&ed four ftrong caftles in the pro¬ 
vince, in which he placed numerous garnfons : but the no, 
bility did not efcape with the fame favdur. Four were pro- 
feribed and bani&ed, and Peter Porfm pardoned, on condi¬ 
tion that he took an oath at the high altar, to brqpk off all 
correfpendcnce with his late friends, the cijpmies of his coun¬ 
try, and to remove with his whole houfhold into Zealarn 
within the year. 

About the beginning of this year a difpute arofe betweer 
Brie and the marquis of Brandenburg, about Stralfundc , thi 
inhabitants of wlich had mstde feveral incurfions into the ter¬ 
ritories of the prince of Rugen, the king’s vaflal# Thefe th< 
prince retaliated, and was Supported by the king, while chi 
city of Stralfunde was prote£ted by the marquis. t Thing 
were likely to terminate in an open rupture between the twi 
courts, when the marquis, apprehenfive of the confcquences 
made overtures which wetw accepted. T. he city of Straljund 
was forced to break off tlptf illiance with Brandenburg : it wa 
obliged to relinquiih the forts built, and encroachments mad 
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tf acknowledge the fovereignty 
nj all the prifbners, and to in- 
s l>f the war. But the next year 
jj€e the firft article of this treaty, 
e marquis ; and fuon after they 
Jed all the others, %y marching ill 
rritory of Rugen, plundering and 
they went. IVinjlnw difpatchcd 
SV to Ericy who, without delay. 


' ajuaccgunt <![' this trarf]. ..ok to Eric t who, without ilelay, 
ifct O/fljH^wjdblemarvof biii:.\fcjon, to the marquis of Brm- 
deritiW^ wi^h remonflJsnces agairft his conduift, and infilling 
upon t.h 5 jex.^^viiof the late tfeaty; but Oltius returned 
with"nothing^,it*, ^fptisfadfory than thawhe marquis had not at¬ 
tempted any thing figainft the crown o^Denmark. IVitljlav) 
was io the jpean Vrpe preiling for a reinforcement, that he 
t mjght be aWb to take U.i field againft.thiAenemy, which the 
-king* fent with all the expediwan poflilm:; but before the 
1 Danes arrived a peace was fettledIbon muah the fame terms 
as the former. I • 

ERIC fludied peace, and was laying thf foundation of a # 

plan for palling the reft of his life in tranquility, when Efger 
Julius, archbifhop of Lunden, difturbed- his repofe. What 
th<i motives for this quarrel were, we are noj informed. The 
difference was referred to the pope, and decided, contrary to 
the ufual cuflom, againft the prelate, wheyvas mu lifted to pay 
the king five thoufand marks of filver in tire fpace of ten yejrs, ^ 
and rigoroufly enjoined by his holinefs, t<a attempt nothing ' 
^Ether in hi&dioccfc or tlfevfhere, conttary to the will of Ins 
Sovereign. t 

AGAiN # the war broke out between Denmark and Branden- n r ar 
burg, Cbrijiophtfy the king’s brother, and feveral of the no- 
bility, adhering to the latter. The allies fitted out a fleet at D.innark 
Stralfundsy and made a defeent on Fionia , where they took and Uran- 
by affault the city Swenburgy and defeated Flippy governor of denburg. 
the ifland, who had colledfcd a tumultuary army to oppofe 
them. EriCy on the firft notice, lent Harmarty eatl of Ctltca , 
with feven thoufand men, to* lay fiege to Stralfundey and foon 
after reinforced him with a ftrong body of Swedesy which 
Berger hajl fent to his afliitance. On his anival in Germany , 

Harman wa^ joined by % great number of princes and noble¬ 
men, vaflals to the crown of Denmark. The duke of Saxe 
Lawenburg had, in particular, exerted hindelf tojdiftinguifh 
his loyalty, in vWiich he was un1^*tanate ; for encamping 
With his own troops near Stralfundey bafore the Danes arrived, 
he was attacked by a body of the enemy, who faliied out of 
the town, dcieatcd, and taken prifoner. In a few days the 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXif. Q. reft 
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reft of the army came up anr« invefted the townu* Tne f&gH 
was carried on with very litclcflprogrefs for fej^Cralwwwa; and 
finding that the king did nof arrive ras was ‘expe&dQi with a A 
army, Harman and the princeahagjceti k >» feak up tSciistai ip. 
Eric , indeed, averfe to war, refold^* if # 5 could be effected;ito 
accommodate masters. This ' iip&fki'vn ir-. litm induced 4. 
number of the neighbouring Gefihan pritKWf to offer their me¬ 
diation. Accordingly a peac^was occluded, and all the 
places which the marquis of-th 1 wfaturg and his ,allies had* 
feized, were rettored. Tjj^rJTfqui^as tiedvh&JKP'o a fti ct 
obfervance of the articles id the prec<? c "og treaty*/*anfl r VSbk an 
oath not only to abftain from all attempt t‘*ora*p?f the diftridt of 
Rugen , but to repel..-witn his whole power • tiv/ attempts that 
fhould be made bp* any other prince whenever. In a word. 
Eric acquitted hin'felf fo well in this p- gocut»nn, that not- 
withftanding the Advantages the efL/hy gainetf'-'n the' war f \ 
through his inadtr ity, he b d a peace upon the fame terms i.w 
might have expected fror rthe moil vigorous and fuccefsful 
operations in the' field. f^We have in our own time feen fimi- 
lar inftanccs ; : nd peihaps the treaties of Utrecht and rfix-la- 
Chapelle will be ranfmitted to pofieriry as proofs of the fupe- 
rior utility of minifterial to military talents. 

CHRISTOPHER, the king’s brother, could not however 
obtain the terms he expected ; and for that reafon went over 
to Sweden , where he lived in exile until the year 1318. When 
the king was takeh ill with that diforder which put an enl 
to his life, he exprefled his defire of being reconciled to hi' 1, 
and accordingly granted him a free pardon, without ftipulatr.g 
any terms ; foon after which he died, appointing Chrijiopher 
his fucceflor, and earneftly recommending it to 4 he nobility 
round him to fupport his claim (A) a . v , 

ERIC is greatly extolled for his piety, found policy, and 
juft ice. None of the wars in which he was engaged were fo 
important as to gain him the reputation of a great warrior; 
yet notwithftanding his pfcific difpofuion, be Teemed by no. 

* Crantz. 1 p. 309. 


(A) Pont anus and Meurftus 
both alledge, that he exhorted 
them not to eleft liis brother 
king, knowing igell how unfit 
ho was to 1 govern a grcrTMjig. 
dojn ; and indeed Cb^i/tophcr's 
CtHiuu.fr. would feem f;o juftify 


this opinion of hqji. But we 
are inclined to believe from 
the free pardon he granted him, 
and upon the authority of Grant - 
SUMS) that .he actually named 
him to the fucceffion (1). 


(0 Pcnten. I. vii. ASturf. I, Jj. 


rre^ps 
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>fieaqf w jptmg in *valour anl military talents. Tflis atl?*ft 
wfcNnJj^mfSLthat whatevei|his fuccefs was in the'ficld, ht 
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•always dame oft with dipnouland advantage i 
wlffcfcp 1 »l made. *? 'ielt^)rnd him no childr 
tpidTOurfeb^ by hit qi*ey 
^nisHirtUuv, as Jjjo J 
^le than his patetn. 


every peace 
> children, though he 
ngeburga. This was the greater 
iVs chara&er was more remark** 
b . • 

Msvrs. ibid. 


C T.NVIII. 

Containing the Aligns of ChriftipheVvlI. Eric IX. and 
VgldertBC 0/Slelwick ; the Exlulfion and Rejti- 
Ution *J Chriftop^r, £s^. Jo-thl\Tear 1337. 

,.~CHk IS T o\gI A/e II. 

Tf RIC was dead before Chrijiopher received advice of his Chriflo-* 
paidon. Immediately he haftened to nenmark , and find- pher II. 
ing the throne vacant, he fupplicated iirfhe moft abject mari¬ 
nes, not only the nobility and clergy, but tfie gery dregs and 
refufe of the people, for their interell at the enfuing election. 

He distributed prefents, and difperfed pAmifes among them 
.with great liberality ; in a word, he was trie firft icing of liea-l 
•gfirk we find mentioned in hiftory, who obtained his crown 
4 y bribery ^corruption, and* arts unworthy of a prince. His . 
half-brother John earl of IVagria , canvafled for votes in much j ‘ Q * 
the fame wanner, but with lefs fuccefs ; for though the pnn- Chrilto* 
cipal perfons in«tht» kingdom were difpofed to eledt Eric duke hpr ^ 
of SUfwick , in order to unite that dutchy to the crown, yet v tniKJ t j, t 
the vulgar, and Chrijiopber's party, prevailed. He was crvwn by 
cordingly feated upon the throne, after a warmly contettrd corruption ,. 
eledlion, towards the beginning of the year 1320, about two 
years after the late king's deceafe. It would feem that a par¬ 
ticular oath was adminifterfcd to him, and different in fome 
refpe& to that taken by his predeceflors; for we find it reciied 
at large by Pont anus , containing in fubftance, 

‘ Tim the bifiiopsl? clergy, and religious focieties, of all The oath 

* orders, Ihould be preferved in the full pofieffion of all their adminif- 

* liberties and immunities: that jhe ffcerdotal function tered to 

* fhould be bcftJWed or permitted^ta none but perfons duly Chrifto- 

* ordained according to the canons oiVhe church : that fo- ph«* 

* reigners, and thoie who were unacquainted with the verna- 
4 cular language, fiioulJ be excluded*frt>m all preferments in 

' Q_ 2. the 



228 


The Denmark; 

. ‘-' tVir cfcfurch : that a clergy tan fhould, on !jJi attsotin^ 

* be trial in a civil court, and ibjcil only toJftelawtfw the 
4 fpiiitual couit : that the clt gy nb taxes: vhat mo*-' 

‘ naflciies fhould be under no o^Lwatitffr ■» 4 f mainfsin^forlbS 
‘ and dogs foj the king’s ufe ryex knj'ghta andnablefftw 

* have the ptivilegcof acquitting \ ht&d»#dis ^dufefl hnd con^*-, 

* vidted of dimes, on their paying a firi^not exceeding fotjl* 

4 maiks: that barons be not ofe'l til ferve in the wars be- 

4 yond the lion tiers of the p* that fl^buld/.tJvy '*!-g 

4 taken prife ners, the kinpTff 5 ll re^eni tfiHiY^t-hin tK^" 1 
4 (pace of one year, otherMfe they fir.* 1 ! be % ex£*npt*<?rPti'bm 
4 (Living a fqyoiid lime ;'»*or fhall it difh^'o^Sfoipjiifir ho- 
4 iiour, that they reb«fe tbfcir for vice : that fhall nei- 

4 tlier proclaim waf, nor ^occlude peace* without the con- 

4 fent of the hifho'K ami nobility : thar*o of- other 

4 foreigner, hold tne government o> command tfi«any caftle, ' 
4 citadel, city, or <y her forircis within the kingdom j ’ 

4 nor occupy ary/ polls \rV places of any kind or dc/fomina- 
* 4 tion : that allf the guidons of North Jutland, except*the 
4 lortrelies of C.y dingch, Samdenburg, and Ripen, be -demo- 
4 liflied : that a'r'-e pardon fhall be granted to all outlaws, 

* and their heirs : tlfSt no per fun be perfecuted on account of 

* his attachment to the laic king ; on the contrary, the lung 
4 fhall, at his own c->11, fupport ail caufes for the defendant car- 

, * tied on upon tha^account: that the king exert his utmoft 
/ 4 Endeavours to quiet and lieal up ail differences and parties 
4 among Ins fubjtdls : that rfreichants be free of all duti s 
4 and entiies in the ports of thc*kingdom : that 4*0 confirainv- 
4 or authotitv, not permitted by law, be laid upon the pea- 
4 Cants by the king’s officers : that an annual diefrbe held at 

* A 'i’J:irg : that all the laws puffed by /\fidemar be preferved 
4 in tru ir fuil force, and their defedts Cupp lied only with ap- 
4 probation of the diet: that no perfon be fummoned to the 
4 king’s court, before his caufc has firft pafl'ed through an in- 
4 fc;tor court: that no perlbn be condemned to death, or 
4 h.r-'c i'is goods con file?, ted, but bv public fentence and trial: 

4 that ail laycs iu'pol-.d fince the*death of Valdemar, and par- 
4 tiv’ul 1; ly the j'Lg-pturdfig be abotifhed: that all caufes be 
4 fit, 1 ! tind in the coinr of the particular diocefe «vherc the 
4 p.i::.cs rrfide, next the provincial “court, afterwards in the 
4 council, and lailly, before the diet, provided fuch 

4 ep, -mL be icipfifuc, ly^the parties not obliged to come out 
4 in liu-ir own province : that all places‘belonging to the 
4 c.o.vn, pledged to fhc nobilitv, fhall remain in their hands, 

4 unL:*- icdcemcd at the hated privC : that the king fummon 

4 no u.-jccf to appear'at any court beyond the limits of his 

4 
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: that he be liable to all the latAk'ng'W^ 
* de&S r^hat betake not the lead alteration in any of the v ' 
‘*la«{5 or a)nftitutiui 4 s/>f’^iic kingdom.’ To thde articles fe- 

of y .. 
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pppor ti*jitv„jo£#Mfc 
o!n}' L3*.iocf that the 
nop!), r s cle4Uo*,.us vve 


in were annexed, all of which 
thj^ l! 7 n^ % foT%mnl^VVjj^^fk fealed, a great number of the 
£ifyef clergy and noft^^JkW>(?ribing to it as witndlcs “. 

•From this oatlf^r ratii^r indrumenr, to which the king * 
audpted by oath, it a^pc^i 

jjjetiod^ r- -^\sj5robablc, fiom many cir¬ 
cuit ft-' ut<V«s\ '’trial tdfmtily thc 'fSlrogar^e was mote extcTill¬ 
ed. T i?e dic$Jja<J fences about tlnlpchara^g of Ch j/hpber - f 
and this tnducci. : ;!s: , v^ 0 P^ c to 1 J }’ Uks under'^j^itLlions for¬ 
merly unknown ;* .wd perhaps his Vwn *jiethcd of applying 
their votes had {Avon them tlie /rfl intimation of this fit 

the pnulegc oJ the* luhjiel. Jt i-J 
cll'igy hadfepVMitidcihble (hate in Chri- 
e fee their ^munitie Vjccuicil in a very 
partici^ftf^nanner.' V 

Im.uf.di A i klv the forlrrfles in A'otyb wcic deino- 

lifhcd, agreeable to the oath, the people presiding that they 
ferved as ftrong holds for the factious, tlytfgh in fa<H they 
looked upon them as the means whereby-ffle ciown retrenched 
:thci»own licentious fpirit. * • 

Tins year the Sui/dcs rebelled againft Mooting fon to /?/;*- 
ger, and drove the latter out of the kingepnn, together with 
h : s queen jll.vgaret. The old monarch fought protedifin 
i n^penmark, and was rcaivedj rtf! red by Cbrf/iopJnr, tho’ with 
warmth mid coidiality than he had formerly been by /im, 
who had a foul capable of feeling the misfoitunes of others. 

I:; the y*ar 1322 the king called a diet, in order to fettle 
the fuccefTion, aj lift health was extremely infirm. He had 
intered enough to have the crown fettled in thiS his own 
family, and his fon Et /V declared prefumptive heir, the part¬ 
ner of his authority, and aftbeiate in the throne; at the fame 
time he had him crowned by the bifhop of Lundtn. 


i 


A. 11 

1 ", } J. 


CHRISTOPHER II. and E R I C IX. 

It was not before the year 13231 that the public tranquility Eric IX. 
began to bediftuibed, by the king’s negle£t of the folemn en- tltHed an 
gagement he had entered into at his acceffion. His brother’s officiate in 
debts he refufed to pay; at lead he prevaycated in fuch a the throne . 
manner, that maity of the crediww^bccame bankrupt, on 
account of the laige fums due to thqn from the crown, 
which nhliged them to (lop payment. Jefidcs, he demanded 


a Pontav. I. vii. Meur*. 1- iv. 

0.3 


large 



2 3 ° 

Chriltf* ' 

jTii c_ r <-if- 
upon 
hi • iorona¬ 
tion culb. 

The pen fie 
avi.it. 


\ 


A. D. 

* 3*4 

X^CUJS of 
Branden¬ 
burg mnr- 
ties (Jiirif 
tophi r*r 
daughter. 

Duke of 

Slefwick 

dies. 


^^ ftbe MJfotlof Denmark. , ^ 

large fums from the clergy, ^nd took back^) vigl&ivyt the 1 
plates he had given in iecudty for. th»' pi(/mcnty,of crown 

< 1 . T'UI. J # iMininrliltoli/ * f H 


• ii'iti « m '' 11 IV iv « ii v M »»jfj . - 

rogciher with that of fcveral ok.the (irft nubility in Schoi^ 
wuh all their friends and v aff 'pH^ p larnevin* a L Uuke ar.d <p , --- 
ot 0 1 Kind ion in the Vend rr^fj ntry yrt ^f* rvjfi'tij} i j* 'irfrnjjf j t 

adherents; in ? h, J, «^/powcriul L^nfcderacv, W’ak^ffc.med 

again!* Ghirtp^.r. / ( *hv 'jf 

B.dRNBi t A' lirj).e .tered upon hoflilif^ by making a_ 
de'cent on Sthomr/ anc^ pjfTie.g ft o n ^.'ente 1-o Zealand* 
v»htre he dt.M;od”d ail bf\oi** him by jjre and P'.o.'!^ Tne-, 
king; tailed a loiX n oppole him^/.n all ex^jediiiv'U bu 
ni,..le Smile/ 


c | • , ’ ' r» V 

}irnt r din h*ul ni-,!e Simlez matter of the fir 
Jhlumn eu near f ) hich He garr^... ltd, j.jf 0 thcn re-, 

treated in gotV oide^f, nefo . the king onU c c" * > «.p. ft 
was not noi'iil .<hfor Cfrjljfbcr to ,.ur!ue hir - ’ ' the wi.uer 


treated in goev oli ' e yf. 1 
was not noi'iil .<hfor Cfrj. 
c.nr.e on with lV rmrirons 


te wys eager 
J P 


h iwevcr, to regain the citadel of 
t'r IFerdcU to invert it with a hotly 
obeyed his mailer's otders, carrying on 


Hid oiJ . t 
Ik i K.hil i 

tioi.t \ytth fo nniyh vi{ our, that the ganifon £y.r- 
pii loners of war in the Ipace of a few_days, in 


a bolt, that :he i,alt' v as Irozc’i 
cuti tor ferry daya, and paucugeis walked fiou. Denmark 
upon ih« ice to tz»e neighbour ing kingdoms, as if it had bcei. 

filmland. r il« - L - - ' * L ’• 1 

Jltmeifiiy a; 

tioops. 

Ins opera 11 
rendered pn 

of all the tndeavouis of the aichb:lhop of Linden , who left 
no rr.eafures untried for its defence a . 

This year the king married his da uniter, wi.h a portion 
of twelve thouland mj;ks in filvei, to Lewis Brandenburg , full 
of Liwis of Bavaria , and gave in fecurity for the payment of 
the money, certain crown lands in Livonia. By this means 
he hoped to lirengthen his interefl, and gain allies who might 
be uleful in lupporting him againft his refiacloiy vafials. 

'I HE following year died the duke of Sirjwn \ leaving be¬ 
hind a young Ion called Valdtmar. The king relieving that 
the guai Jianlhip of this minor belonged by right $o him, en¬ 
tered thedutthy with an aimy, and»,feizid upon all the ci¬ 
ties, towns, and fortreflts, except Gottofy, which he in¬ 
verted : t Gerhard earl of RanJJburg. uncle to the you"g duke, 
aiVuming his right ijche guardianlhip'* was provoked at 
Chrifiopher’ s conduct. He aecordingly railed a body of 
foices in Holftein y £ave battle to the king before Got^rp^ de- 


* Auft. citat. ibid. 
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. MJ * j *< 'iu ww i 4 7 >< ru> kvij v /1 v.ii»nu 

Ifenmf?^ He was howe^^u fooner dead, than the coun- 



video the; 
i . 


o , A 

n lub/afd. tr: \ iu^ oui.Jinty countiy, then in- 

r.e *ii««nd, loor 4 rr.'.icri^^^e^ii puuilhed thole who 

^tV^pidal piincvs. 

ir made the The p!o%- 
oppreflive, l ft prnuntg 


ft 


m 

I Cl ' A 


: .'tritfet ifi ivjtt 

0 

1 I ! m.>i'.’t ■ hj 


*• ‘‘V‘ r '£ 

d'Vn more gmeial; wnt 

C* 


. r ^^Siqndal , 
iiitabu' 

/ ow*tou»lly opj 


other name, would tetxruuw- 


f * 

ky: :c m a . Merenc manner+ 4 ft'| 

h.r. v 4,1.;; fwl#***4po. T*) t ' J » jnihiJ**wri)iher piece oi td % 

m .><*vt!uc>, wh.ch cni«‘»« 1 * t l ^ u - niofl dangerous 

t'..unite.. rp "ic 1 *, by . *j). »vii •influence vvitn the 

peof^^t 'Tie i-.eutioas •, t .. made Vi Cuardcrope mo- 
na!te»y in ■'i, witiioi.t n.-i. . f-: the Ijjlihops, was con-* 


«A- 


urufu ’ Ho a c«' n ,r ot u.t 
to ;\ilni'iiai' .'i the t.ifctit 
jjfernmcr.t. U'n/tcpher was uci id 
t xirpatc the Lured functio* >t> 
liberty. The b.flinps cried oi. 


■ oi-acr 
;v to >;rc 
- 

train, 
that 


iiu h:fiiops began 
p.h a' ainft the go- 
iry. ot a dciign to 
on the neck of 


leir pi ivilexes wcie 

p:ofy infringed; the nobles e> ’ .mul, tlat he aimed at ab¬ 
solute pawer, the ruin of the no l >..ry, 6 v retufing to paj* his* 
pother's debts, and reef e r in*fby ‘ uce .h* j’edges they held 
*n fccurityof payment. 'I l?e people murmured at the weight 
of taxes, and eipccially at plog-penum^ the molt .tevous of 
'■i' : taxes,•becaule it fell wholly on the poor labourer. Rebel¬ 
lion talked aloud,*difcontent appeared in every (matter, and 
foo> 1 confederacy was formed to depofe Ch> richer and his 
fon liiic. The duke of Holland, Canute Pot put, the arch- 
bifhop of Lunden , Laurence Jonea, Lcu/is Eve)jit,n, and a 
great number of nobility, pubiifhed a proclamation, inviting 
all the foends of liberty to throw off the yoke, and oppole 
the rapid progrefs of tyranny and oppreflion. They declared 
the Government of Chti/lopher was no longer tolerable; they 
therefore ref ed to withdraw their allegiance, and ufe their 
uemoft endeavours to tlepofe him. 

CHRISTOPHER r- Jed in the caftle afU'arlemburg when 
this proclamation a if<*. J - he faw jutlmii, Scjionen , Znar- 
land and Fioni<% united againftlfirrfk but, inflead of apply¬ 
ing lei .o “s, he ufed force, and tent^his Ion Eric againft the 
rebel*, propoftng to follow him direJtly with a flrong rein- 
l^>rcenient. Ife adufed him indeed to terminate matters, if 
■ 0^4 poflible, 
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po/iWe ? , \{. an amicable manner! rather than haij^fa bj «s* 
^ tTut it was now too late to he» the wotvnd, j£n\c)\fS}\Ti\f\& 

* It(V than extirpation could cure. L *£»■/<■ msyfehed to Tcrncbuj^a ' 
and was there furrounded by thaM»d*cont~nts, wh^{JeTO&eV 
him on evety l'ld^r, and in lets tluuxV^cK £nd Ai^ 

Chihlo- witnlf m nty prifoners. The newyoV*4^pertd,t foon reac^‘£ 
jv-r t'h'i- in^ C!» JLpher : he found himfelfrunequai' K n fhurgi’. to msT 
\«:N, !; i/.cd on his treafure, JW^iK^th it to Gsrrnan^r 
by h s Ions Vn3l>”mr u - 


< -Ht ( t C 

t/ k !lrf*i 


in 1 ' 


a on.njvinicd by hs Ions ™mQtho. f P|pre 

irs cucnudiances befv*‘ tn scandal princes, aftu hdfab n - in !* 
Vw V,xinlnu'> j,”*cr£*l»g their adiitana^j* reltonng 


1 

1.;.:. 
K 


hs thri.v*"*^ 
the nw 


• r .' I **r 

.. .. v.n’ time^Tiiel malcontent, perceiving that the 

cr'*wn was ;th<iu.at<*<K eincV 1 f rn<. a ihidt league with palde^ 
dwke <.i .S7»y*7,54 then twelve \eris of y '.“hnrehv*thcy 
cir.i.'tJ to Hand hr iM«iu/».'jyr, and oppofe all T^irr/^^e^s 


a: tin. 


A. 


>j‘ u - 


j* S 

to rooovcr/iis thronaf and the gnarijia^^ip of Shj- 
?iij. Nor was tlils leagua^without grounds * for ChiV/iv^l-er^ 
('olh .'i'-p'- tojoti-fi a fieeflfby means of his lon-in-law and the 
/ tin u tiiinedl '< Der.huu an J made feveral unfuccelslul 

to retovJl jhc uown he had loll by his own iqi- 

\ V< 

r A I. D K Jpr A R of S L F. s ?y I C K. 




ptllUatCC. 


V 


V»ic-v t c 
til u ; n r . 


V..',h nr.r) ’Vm-- imhilit), sVl print : :ial prrfons concerned in the 
,/ Mel- 'league rdolwd noy to cut lil\j oil’ hotn all hopes of evet 
returning, With this view thcy*aflembltd at Ne^l/urg, ancljk 
iv.t'n the content of the peopls publicly elctSlcd Fold,war of 
S.’-f, «>.. king (A). In order to bind the clergy ijrongly to 
hi, intei. !N he htgan his reign by cnnlciriqg favours on them, 
lie conlirm-'J the diocefe of Ste/ivieh, and all the churches, 
ices, and monad erics of the kingdom, in all the privileges 
and inm.unities winch they evet enjoyed. The fame he did 
wiih tcfpecl to a number of cities and corporations. He 
nude ovet South "Jutland to his uncle Gerhard of RendJ7>urg^ 

■* Mpues. 1. iv. p. iii. p. 70 . Pontas. 1. vii. 


(A) We mud ohferve that 
many o 1 jations wrre raided 
ar-iiml the, legality of this cite- 
turn. The king alone had 
to convoke a diet; hut h/Fe the 
league siTmned to themf;lves a 
r«g.il authority. Pontanas fays, 
that VaULmar was elected*by an 


affembl^of the nobility, with¬ 
out once mentioning a general 
diet, or the votes of the di;!e- 
rent fla'es." JThe event thews 
what the general opimon was, 
for Fa!demur enjoyed his new- 
acquired dignity but a fhort 

,imc - Ji 



But what 


was a tax im- 
the 


cm tome of 
ic tax : they took 
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^|nd ^is Ri^Jrs^ to be held as a fief of the crown. bfe granfcd » 
'W^TaPlther t >,iviW*^b to dW nobility and people, the more' 
attach i^®iiv^oTTiS'v»tereft j yet, after all, his reign 
"" ' ileferves to be ranked among the 

his warmeft friends to fo high a 

__ 7 , ( , few upon them the envy of other}, 

,*vno rtv#TJj*ht t^L-rt' ferviefs merited the fame regard. His J’r ur ~ 

I ftmh^^footn fqjMrahd a* Id faction : each it rove whofhoulJ 

■ .'he yo^hg monatch^^Jr^ confequcnce the whole 

j fingdy i*. ''“Unfortunately no re^enttf^ appointed ; but that 
pu^vr was lodged in the hands ofe body**^ nobility, or rather 
in thofe of ntT King’s chief fnvou-Aes (A).' •,'Uhe public re- 
pofe was fu^rt diflurl^tM* by a cjjftert’|w^betwcen Dffo and the 
arciibifhop Lurtden. Nt*A‘t M hfl'altlcmar king of 

SwcJtn. alay clairjt toTlis mother’s for- 
triM.'f Sc^'rd dilcontenfs app^ai'C.J“lh Srhonrn, Fionia , 'Lea- 
IcmdJ other parts’-of the kingdom. 

furry*A?h the i im opportunity foremen rcbe.^on was 
pofed on the Zealanders , in order to red* 
crown lands. The people refufed to pay 'J 
aims to fupport their refufal; but werc/oln cruflicd by the 
tfudden arrival of a party of the king’i trrops. To this was 
a'klcd a conreft between the duke of ifukhnburg and the 
children of / itijhnv^ prince of Rugen, aebut the dillruft fur¬ 
rounding the ifland. The latt<^ had lecAurfe to king Vcjde-^ 
mnr, 01 rather to his unci c Howard, who lent a body of horfc 
;c> their ailiffance, defeated f .He duke’s troops, and then con- 

■ Viutfed a treaty with him, which was foon bioke, after the de¬ 
parture of the ])ancs. 

All tlfis while Cbrijlopber was buficd in forming a plan for ^ ■?■). 
the recovery of^hi^crown. He wrote to feveral ot. the bifhops x ’,g] 
and nobility, who, he knew, were diflatisfied with the little Chnilo" 
fhare they had in the government of affairs. He ufed every pher taktt 
poflible endeavour to draw off his brother the earl of IVagria mea/ures 
from his allegiance to the king : he engaged the bifhop of Co • for re- 
logn , by a fubfidy of twenty thoufand marks in filver, to aflift covering 
him with all his force in depofmg Voldemar ; he folicited the bit crown. 
princes of the empire, and even the emperor himfelf, for fuc- 
cour. Ia thefe applications his fon-in>law of Brandenburg 
exerted himfelf, having made a vifit in perfon to the emperor 
to plead the caufe of Cbrijlopber. He difjjerfed declarations 

• 7 * \ 

(A) Mcurfus affirms, that tinned V any of the public aft* 

Gerhard the king’s uncle, had On them contrary, they are all., 
ali the authority of regent j yet figned Dy a great number of 
‘i^e do not find his name m^n- different perfons. 

through 
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« tj/migh e/very part of DenmA k, promlfing tjajced refrf aljj 
-^"'grievances, and never to underrd-t# any petite /Hair fslfhoUt 
conhilting and obtaining the conyC^t hral diet. 

While Cbrijhpber was employwt^tlfr^rtianncr, 
quia of Btandeubt rg took his fon tc^V ^n ‘couhl 

in order to have him inftru&ed an? bcconr.ing|aw 

piince. He obtained letters from} l :he emjh^br, ‘Jj'di oicd ttul 
Gerhard and the other nobility dr Dentr&' : i t -, "■’••..Ti 7 .,qdiii^ 
to them to chufe umpire^--»‘,£^fhould cquit^My Tifjfiji 

differences between ^pbdfznd his fubjedu. antl^he ^laini * 

of the prefent amlf.ne lau/king. But the ojdj^tnfwer re¬ 
turned to thcfo^M*ccrs wafT that Voldemar piif-dlfd the crown 
by a regular and lawfql'e’^ftioq/ therefore the propoled um¬ 
pires w'ere altoeetl\ef. ub?i» cVf v .ry!' 


pires were aitogeth 

6 ' HR IS TO I * ntn coulu 
letteis of requell from 


IT*. 

OtV'in.-rtf.thinfr 


■**. *jTe^tlxaa,\ he fc 
fite^Jnlpei or however, hef pr.^-Jicod 
fof Lundcn, the ^.d'^ns of Ar- 


A. D. 

M* 9 - 

Several 
prinrrs 
take 


promifes from the yirchbilhc^^ii whuuwij mv ui *.h — 

hufen and Ripen, together with a number of the nobilif^j^hat 
tkeir feivices fhoutd not be wanting, provided he appeared in 
Denmark with a ploper force to fupport their rifinu. 

About this it was that Canute Porftus inlolently 

feized fome effc&sL tW property of the inhabitant*, of IVeri :,V 
who had always otvn the faft friends of Chtijlopker. Tnty 
had now an opporti/riry of ferving him, under the mafk of 
take arms jlefiniding their ownvights ; end for this purpofe they formed 
»*»Chiillo an alliance with Alagnus, kinj-^of Sweden. ‘1 hen Chi ijhpher, 
pherV be- aflilled by their forces, and liteyvife the troops of Mcdlcnf* 
%u'f. burg , together with a body of forces raiftd by the^arl of Va** 

gtin, and fome other noblemen in his intcreft, palled with a 
fleet to Lualand and Fal/trc, laying fiege to the c ity*A keeping, 
which he took. Proceeding ft cm thence 4 o M'artembutg, he 
defeated a lar^e body of peafants, afllmbled to oppofe him. 
He then publilhcd a proclamation, promifing a free pardon to 
all thofe who would, before a certain day, return to their duty 
and allegiance. 

—. n The Danes were now tired of their new government: 
fou bt^a** *hey faw that all places of trull and profit were pofftifrd by 
- * Germans , and felt all the inconveniences and oppreflion in the 
minority of Voldemar, which they dreaded from Chrijlopber . 
They began to reflect on the conduct of both reigns, and 
concluded in favour of the banilhrd king. In effe&ing this 
change in 'their (entimp 4 t^/he bifliops were greatly inftru- 


<ban ve m 
the go¬ 
vernment. 


mental. Every fault \i\ 
exaggerated, and all tf'c 


the admimflration of Voldemar was 
e eirois of the former reign vamifhed 

Faljlrc , and. 
with 


over and forgot. The inhabitants of Zealand, 
l.aalund t fit it openly efpoufed the king, 


together 


nth tUr^ 
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'‘^^t&fhofTof HuvJtn, the bifhops of Ripen and. 

Tv well \,s a nobility of Schonen. Their firftdr" , , ^' 

^jhJjBcl’^ion was^&f ii^e a fiidden attack on Haderjlave , where ^ 

/ wn£ copfineccei^jjJ^after refeuing him, to difpatch a body^”*' 

^of troops" uj|l tCms^rvmand to favour the motions in Zea~ 
v>r* • 

!o AiigR thij^diet wV held at Rojlhild, where they were 
^Uiin iaK.cn mV. favour by ^bt i /hpber ; the king promifing a 
full pardon tA'pie one haii^T^bt^ey the moll faithful fer- 
on the other. - tlv 

- CH \\Z STOP fKjE R rtfiored. 

HAFFN1A was notf* Inquar Hi art to the Chrifto- 

king ; but J/'me jealoisiifs a^-*le?'between , K 1 'im and the earl of pher re- 
1, r ^pr;V7i%hich’ hStTiueit <y i>h]tf *f' r *ll his hopes, and deftroyed Jlortd. 

-4vif caufc iu this its promifing’ fttuation. From fome expref- 
fic^.^as wen ■ as the haughtySandudt of the earl’s officers, 
t tbrijlopher apprehi nded that he fee ret ly a'pired at the croitfn ; 
all tfte fteps he had lecnungly taken iu l 1 is favour being only • 
blinds to throw a fhadc ovet fome deep*ildefign. Filled with 
this idea, he fudJenly dlopped his.'open t ions againft Valde- 
jnar y and was contriving the means of jpuntermining the earl, 
when the bilhops ai d nobility, forefet ng the confluences of 
fuch a divifion, applied all their endcav< brs to clofe the breach. 

They fucceeded : the parliejinet, and Cbnjlopbcr made o.^r 
Zealand, Laaland, Faljlre, -»uid Schonen , as pledges for the 
pffylnen* of the expenses he had been at in his fcrvice. 

Unhappily, this reunion could not be effc&ed on the 
conditions ftipulated, without depriving others of the king’s 
bell and moil powerful friends of their rights. Almoft all 
Schonen had been mortgaged to Lexers Everjlein 1 other lands 


had already been given to others of the nobility, and in par¬ 
ticular, both the Hollands to Canute Porfius. it was necef- 
fary then, that a new treaty (hould be tiamed, without the 
inconveniences which attended the prefent. Accordingly it 
was flipulated, that Canute (hould enjoy Holland ; but give up . 
North AJbaen, Ca\lemburg % and Samjoe , to the IVerle family, 
to which they belonged by a previous contract: that Everjlein^ 
his heirs, and brother Albert , ihould refign all claim to Elfim- 
burg , which was immediately to be put in the king’s hands. 
Several lefTer exchanges and alte r ations‘\vere made, which it 
would be unn&ufTary to recite, as t°ey no ways affected the fu¬ 


ture trailfd&ions. Sufficient it is, rtat Chrijlopher’s party was 
ggain unitedj and that he publiiheo a declaration, that all dif- 


* Po&tan. I. vii. 


ferences 



Between 


The fttJUrj 

:o him and the earicf IFafiyaift, i v cre ° n * $ 



ires fpe£* h > ■.< ■■'. •'■»’£/nrfn / 

i» - 


w. 


Li 

jv, 

i v*/ 


iimiis nvrttrf, jv,i were paid off; be Tides the ci|y r 
mf.n^ogid. .] ie ] ;m g Iictld only in truft Tor him 

veniency of affairs : that a’l thofe id-^ . 

fhould belong to the duke ^^ni/lcn..urg i Cl 0 '\-I y c'.fiu»^L\ rtf’ 
an hbifliop of l.widen , > : ‘ththc,£lhe perfons tfifit * 

on the terms ftipulav*/; and hilly, that the flight eft 'nfr;ic- 
tion fhould be pdffftied wij/ the Tines, f'urfei'iiiMis, and other 
penaltii s agreed upon. »’ 

'Thus Er.nnai cyy Vih(*o th^: ami’s of the earl of JVagr\a % * 
who was at tb<- fame time .dech< , ’‘ ’ "'iv of 

AV/wr, I El//, in , Laa!nnd^' , n/^' r, Sihomrt, and govecii&iof 
’/,?iltiniJ, all tl i f-junfiliclionsyeing held under^-.^’Vf.v^n. 

EALDEMW and his iimb Grrh:*d were now rccin^'d 
to great mxdiitus M their chi-1 rrotc&ion confining in the 
1 fevne and rigid au.i^icl o! (} t>pl whofr haughty afpe^ty 
r: rdm J p.nn ev. :y tjliHJeis , u,.' ’his infatuated pnncc 

\>s s chid with the k;» r• iievi hition n. f;is favour; he forgot 
M ♦'»/-. . .m. , , v ids pall inilconduol ; picpc- r '1 no- 

I remtative, and itemed 
.pricious. are the humours 
"<i idlpi-imo;] H a hie peuplcj^wh# enjoy the privilege of 
rItvli't i .ihil ih. j’l.fme at pltafurc. ci -ilidiied himfelf as 

th? king, not slit letvant of the public; and, iutoxicTicd with 
this notion, heated with contempt, pay punifhed, his beft 
tiumh, Toi- having the affix 1 )ion and inter l ily to poinf out his 
ernis and ; dvife him to dillerrnt meafuresr An inuancc of 
this ociuinii in the tale of the biftiop of Ihrghnd, an hor.cft 
prelate, who took the king roundly to tafk, and was rewarded 
for his wh.dibmc advice by imprifonment; from whence he 
efcapcd, fled to Rovie, and proved a thorn ever after in ChriJ- 
Upbcr’s fide, who he law wr, incapable of ref ormation. On the 
bdliop’s full arrival in Rome, the whole kingdom felt the 
weight of his refentment; for it was immediately laid under 
an ip’.crdidlion, which continued for the fpace of feved'years, 
in fpitc of all endeavours to have it removed. 

CHRISTOPHER, having engaged the nobility of ] Jutland 
againll Valdemir , he douMhU/ot but theyj qjone would be 
able to reduce him and# his uncle Gerhard , while himfelf 
might enjoy the fruits oflthis fudden and unlooked-for profpe- 
lity in repofe. Accordingly they laid fiege to Gottorp, where 
Va.d.mar rcfulcJ; bu: were forced to break up camp with great/} 

prc£i< 


all the i"i)fiipn ifv(s al his j>;«It ini 
thing liclidis ihe cxt/nfion of the 
i Much' i’-nor' 1 ;-.! how lie ate, c; 
hTpi.lniou of 
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/Vhcaring ihat Gerhard advanced Vive , 

'TV £ ’*7- 

*Vsft?i' 1 fcwas that the earl of IVagria fct Valdcinar 
# L ‘jP prince, g)aj&& •» neaew. He faw that Denmark rejigns the 


f Owhs,* gncioivfly \“ceci^'f vt i iW o kings of oppofue interefts : crown. 


I tneu rerman 
'toj>br r '§ late defea 
made an ,ofter s 



\'C .n \tlrr‘ ‘ 

G filter. , 


vVI'iO 


this 
clamv. 


»iw not i^^one without fatisfying 
y.: nk as an h>*ditary fief. In ex¬ 
change lor thi^-hc 1 ■ . m:d the ’(land Ef ,‘v/, on the fame 
ms, wi> v ft*~this coothnon only, he (hould fupply Chrif- 
/.opber in afNiis wars wi11rftveh- und5 T j^rfe, at his own pri- 
vaie-expeiv=?.. Valdemr** 'ivi'C ahF'tdya^badges, accepted 

the »nnnify, and retl.eli' to ’£1? '«*» dutchy of Slefwick. In 
-order to (h'W'.the knot of union the harder, Eric, Chrijtopber's 
fon^.iiarried (Gerhard's filler., wtrjw of the elder Eric t and 
thus Ch'iti pher was full - n-to:- 1 to the crown and (overeignfy 
of Dtnmark, of which hs « nd i.‘ uiewcd him altogether un¬ 
worthy. *f’ 

The joy that fuccrdH **-■., i^ppy enjf to civil feuds was 
aJ!..\ i'J Hy the death oi queen EupbcmiA?* daughter of the 
houlc of Brandenburg, and a princefs »f excellent qualities. . 

She left Chr i/to pher fix children/two of <vhom afterwards fuc- ,. u ^ lc,n,a 

e\ tits* 

A. D. 


A. D. 
*33°- 


1331 . 


cecded to his throne. y 

Thu year a comr • erfy a'.fife between John earl of IP’agria 
ar.ti uVri^v/erl >i in.-i’.a, the caufe of which is not related. 

It is howevet ot omlequencc, a> it involved Ch> i/to/her in a 
War, and obliged him to take the field in defence of John, 
to whom he owed'his crown and kingdom. Cbt Jtoplur and 
Eric were bulled in levying forces. 'John determined to join 
them near Odijlaw. It was of the greateft importance to 
Gerhard to prevent this junction, as the combined forces would Chriflo- 
bc too ftrong for him, and he exerted his endeavours with an pher and 
application proportioned ro the emergency. H-. lent to the (derhard 
diocefe of B’emcn, to IVejlphalia, and to the earls of Brock - S^Hol- 
bur/1 , his kinlmen, to meet him with certain auxiliaries at ftnn y#ar- 
Renddutfg, g.vmg them at the fame time fufficient intima- ru ’ 
tion of his deft-zii. * After afTembling his whole army, he 
inarched tow.’rJs Gottorp , met Chrijiepbcr and John on the 
road, and engaged them. Th^^ti^e continued fflr the whole 
day with unpafa?l 7 ?f&d obfiinacy and\ury : Gerhard was like 
to he worded ; but finding means toldifperfe money among r 
Cbri/lopber '5 troops, he foon retrieved Ais affairs, and gained a j ^ 
C'.ryl re victory, the king and Eric ‘cfcaping out of the field 
* v.itfr 
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Many of 
the nobility 
declare for 
Valdemar. 


AD. 

’33*- 

Peace 

concluded 


y The* Hiftory*^ Denm 

with great difficulty. Otbo , Chrijlophert*^ 0 ^ lb* w l ,— 
'great number of nobility and prijAte ofjA/*. **^*0 ir»n» K * 
foncrs j but Gerhard himlelf wa^near be'**' 
trampled to death, when he was thro: ^or/e, 

heat of the a&ivn* CAim,* * ' * •* I 

f GERHARD , on this viftory, entV.^ y a ^Vaij Ce lt ^r 
his nepnew Valdemar , the late king, who no\ e S*' ^^arbdtow 
thoughts ot remounting the throned ac -V.Vff 1,-in £ ‘ 

bility already declaied for^ilo ready aiv jnen, upoiuSH 
occaiions, to embrac^f?*: ffronger party, a. A pay their cour* 
to profperity. Eypz Stigot, a iw-bloman but lately faWCfed 
with confider^V donations by Ckrijiophtr „ now fell off from 
his triendfhip and gratij/Me. ,His incubations'ab .red with 
that prince’s lortunt,'// if nfithing was due to^a king who 
had nothing moWto j-*‘^ iis^y'ews wgfe >nweve«- dis¬ 
appointed ; for the earl A^td.-'gria ft pertuaded ChTflopher to 
make peace on the terms of the conqueror, wljif h were rr.c 
derate beyond expe&ation, no attempts havirfgbeenHu. 'le to 
deprive him of his crown *. It would be endlefs, and indeed 
ufelefs to the reader, to recite the articles which compofcd this 
treaty of peace, a i' they confifted in the diftribution and divi¬ 
sion of certain plAces *nd territories, no ways interefting at 
this difiance of tnAc 

CHRISTOPIJEL was fcarce arrived in Zealand , when he 


had advice of the djeath of his fon Eric, from a bruife he 
’received in the late battle. H^'ordered the corps to be brought 
to Ro/lhild, where »t was interiV 1 with great funeral pomp, 
and depofited among the remains of feveral king;. *>r D. v- 
mart (A). 

Dijlur - Abou r this time great difturbances arofe in Schonn. The 

bancesin inhabitants complained loudly of the opproTior. of the foreign 
Schonen. governors fet over them; and particularly remonflratcd to 
carl John again!! the conduct of Eyger Brocktorp , governor 
of Helfenlurg. They took arms, aflembled in a large body, 
and ranging the country in a riotous manner, put the Hot - 
Jleiners to death wherever they found them. The Holfteiners , 
who were the foreigners (o odious to the people, were confult* 
ing meafurcs in the cathedral of Lunden for appealing the tu¬ 
mult, when the ditcomentcd populace broke in and Pzw three 
hundred of them. Afterwards, wherf they perceived that 


* Mfurs. 1 . iv. Pontan. 1 . vii. 

(A) Pouf anus relates, tM the at Sora, in4he ground allotted 
body was embalmed /.n the for the kings of Denmark (i). 
Egyptian manner, andi'buried 

(i) Pen:. /. vii. f. 4.54. 


their 



fiftcry^g* 


Denmark. 


Jt’r^s prince, glafiK4. in .opportunity of extending his domi-^ 
/ivms,* gMcioisfly *eceited‘ their propofals, and met them at^ wet ^ e5 
•Gdlmxr tc adjmr the r‘ idi,tions of this furrender. Here were /"* tH re ‘ 
j^fer^ feskval <A^ne<3fcoDiity, who chearfully ceded the fove- 1 * 
^»ignfv A'v thq.lOTh* provided he would protect them in all 
(Wis liberties[hffiiftich he gadfly nromifed. 

■ This new^fW fooner (inched \A^HoIfleiners than defpair- 
uig*«f being [able to msigtain pollens n of the country by 
force, they quietly evacuated it; and earl d' hi himfelf yield¬ 
ing to n^nvGity, and the power of itqedcn, ceded almoft all the 
other plact’i),pledged to him, for tint /'Tp.of feventy thoufand 
marks, whi/rh Magnus* agres' 1 * to^D^agvri.Sft a certain time. 

Thus th sAOaniJh aomimons wjtrc divided and fold to a foreign 
-power, in confequence of that weak and ill-judged partition 
ma<k' at the reftoration of Chrijiepher . 

“Wext year proved fatal to the liberty and life of Chrljld- A. D. 
pier j for going to Laaland with a fmall retinue, he was nt?- 
feized by Hennick Bred and 'John EIIemsJ< y fy\ ou ites of GV-Chrifto- 
hard, and carried prifoner to the cattle »tf Aliholm. As this pl ,er Ka ^* 
action however was done without con'jfting Gerhard , ax\AP ri J oner ‘ 
only on a preemption that it would be Agreeable to him, he 
ordered the king immediately to^c fet av liberty, after apolo¬ 
gizing in the bell manner he ctfidd for the indignity offered to 
his royal perfon : but he did not live long to enjoy his frec- 
djfA..^J 7 The (hock he received-with this fudden fall from the 


pinnacle of grandeur fo much affe&ed his conftirution, that 
he fell ill and died in a few days at Nipping, and was buried 
with his queen at Sera. 

CHRISTOPHER left the reputation of a fickle, but bead- 
ftrong prince, violent, but unfteady in all his purfuits. His ^ ** 
pride, however, was what chiefly affected his interett. The r J^ er 
arrogance with which he governed, loft him a crown he ac¬ 
quired by a fervilc humility. Twice driven from bis throne, 
he died at laft of grief, contracted rather from difappointed 
ambition, than contrition for the mifeonduft that occa- 
fioried his lols. Since his reftoration he poflefled none of the 
hereditary dominions'of Denmark , befides Scantier burg of Jut¬ 
land, and Ne burg of Pionia, all the red being given as 
pledges of his gratitude to th<“ inftmmenrs'of his remounting 
the throne (A). 'Holland, Hotbecf Calemburg, and Samfos , 

\ were 

(A) Toni an ui fays, that he memory was ftigmatized with 
was fo much hated, that his very bitter lampoons, whisk 





*• The Hifloiy^ Denmark.': 

w*e held by Canute Perfius ^Stfignen,??^#' zn^Ble^ingf.^ 
by Magnus king of Sweden , to yliiom JmA were lately Mold 5** 
y^/;n earl of Wagria y had the jtmibwdS^'^of Zealand , Fal- 
Jhe , La aland^ and Femeren ; GerbasAJtS* y it land and Fijffnfc , 
and Lawrence Jysea of Lang/and und^r/ts 4 he Tcirtg ollly 
pfeferving the fovereignty, together a^fe^Vinconfiderabte 
iflands, and the cities we have mentioned.‘'y* r* 


T+ O, 

were publicly recited round^b^chufmg to liv-it them, oiUM®r^ 
country. He fpeaks a^ ( “* Be refpe& to tii^ypigh dignity of 
had feen fome of thjPvwithout this unfortunate/prince (i*}.* - * 

(t ) P011 tan. 1. vii. 

,, 4 ;' 

sf’fe.e ,-fe-HSc. 


« 


/» which lbe Ilifiory is deduced to the ReigJTof Erifj X. 
in the Tear 1412. 


I N T V E R R E G N U M. 

W ' 

J/fl/r of T T P O N the* dcat’i of Chrijlopher an interregnum for fevrn 
Denmark years enfued. The condition in which he lett the king- 
dunng the dom was truly de^lorahle,^ parcelled out under different 
i/itrrrtg - 'princes, who had all fcparatet interefts, defigns upon each 
num ‘ other, and 110 left jealous of encroachments on their own 
rights, than ambitious of extending them to the pc;j,itdCcv>f 
the others. For the fpacc of three years Denmark , however, 
enjoyed a profound peace and the public repoie wae firft dif- 
turbed in a manner very little expedted, conkdering the pre- 
fent fuuation of atfaiis. 

A. D. Ir was about the beginning of the year 1337, that Oihi % 
• 337- fecund fon to the late king, made a generous and noble at¬ 
tempt to recover the throne of his anceflors. He levied 
forces in Laaland , and the neighbouring continent, in hopes 
that could he drive Gerhard out of 'Jutland , he would eaiily 
make his way to the ciown : but this veteran foldier and po¬ 
litician, was not to be taken in the fnares laid by a yeuth. He 
tlifeovered Otho’s intentions, furrounded'nim at Jemptlandy and 
carried him prifonerto Sedghurg caflle, where he was kept in 
dole confinement until h* ^rtyher Taldetnar re leafed him, on 
Fis accellion to the throve. ' 

Afs/GAIUS king of. Sweden having unexpectedly come 
to the pofiellion of S.hwn, thirfled aidently after all the 
left of Denmark. He \tfrule to pope B; nidi el XIII. bcfccch- 



this province to*him and his fuc- The hn* 
sfcttorJ* Sind pcroaitat the. we time to fubdue the reft of hwc- 
pf-the kingdom, waf Hfurpe*fana rendered miferabJe by the den’^jV- 
tjranpy of a let oflra. princes, who, unaccuftomed to au-/^»j on 
tli w^r ^ knew not raw to govern. To influence pope /’< ne/hit Denmaik. 
the rporc povu.tuU^ he piomifcd to hold hi* conquers of 
tht uol y fee^ an^ro hnji the ufual tax collected lor the # 
tb 'Th^^wi/iM’however, was fo piude*nt and jull as not 
T<mt t „„ 4 q 

‘ No ft. wuc th/^ panting otl » » r nduKtes for the crown ^ i]Jc mar 

of Qhjttrnk* W o had long la A fidc all thou Jus o« or >ld 
, Jftrfwdffut in<f theuhrone io wNch he was* ^ ye ckelcd, now u <k tc~ 
refumed \anbiuous uews at the mitigation of 1 *’’ * uncle tur h< m 
ThJ> i ScveM of the nobility caft t r tyis tO'varJs voum* t l i ts of 
1 1 Uimar, Cbtylophr’s fon, no 1 ' at ^ tmpcrnr’s conn r " n 
1 he\ ^ent J^ifh »s. r rs .<1 • niff him iMukhty, and ot 1 1 't on 

the afledion of the people in*gcnc»al, whovcuc u tr to / ' ntene. 
be united » nu r one prince, and earntflly c\h mu him to 
mak*>ufcot Ins mtueft m Get many to pn cure a fiiilu.cnc 
force to cove* their mfuirc&ion in his favour W Ink c i< n of 77 ,^ m f ctm 


thefe prints were hv mg projects, uid concerting the ht mcim^V co/rufi 
of executing their defigns, the unhappy Darft were mticr ftAytton of th 
opprt fled with exorbitant taxes, fimme, anjl pdliknee, the counttj. 
tw<?lattei in confequenee of th* foriher 1 hcapealants neg- 
ledkd to cultivate lands which theyAeld upon fo precarious a 
tenure ; this begot poverty, whirJfco opc&tmg with the pe¬ 
culiar dilpofition of the air, anu the unwholcfomc ditt on * 
whtchthe^ were forced to hve^'produced a dfreful plague,that 
jmofe than*half cleoopulated the face of the whole countiy. 

The poor drooped down dead in the ftreets with difeafe and 
hunger, th? gentry themielves were reduced to a ifate of 
wrctchednefs , tfie flrhole k.ngdom was tumbling into ruin, 
and yet ambition, treafon, plots and connivances,,employed 
the great, as if none of thefe objects were before their 


eyes. 

GERHARD propofed to his nephew to exchange the 
dutchy of Skfiv^k for North Jutland* which province he be¬ 
lieved would more commodioufly affift Valdimar ’s defigns upon 
the crown. A treaty for this purpofe was drawn up and 
figned , b&t the inhabijpnts fo highly refented their being dif- 
pofed of like cattle, from one matter to another, that they 
refufed to pay the ufual taxes. Gerh~* / rcfoKed to compel Uout 
them to their dut ^ T and ted 4 ^^h< pfand men, Vhieh he defies of 
levied m Germany , into the midft ot *he province. Frovi- Gerhard, 
dence interpofed in favour of the poor inhabitants, and raifcd 
up an enemy to this tyrant, who determined to iauilicc hi* 
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Tbtnthle life, or refcue his Country, r Nicholas a mar inrtrdttj; 

attemptstofeftcc m for his public fpirit, ^"^jragej prudence, arj,d learn- 
Nicholas ing, beheld with forrow the &>ndffi)t* v »o Which Denmark 
Norevj. was reduced. He had long meditated 1 V,* ariety of prpjedls 
for its relief ; but circumftances were unfavourable, his 
own intereft and fortune too (lender to' efrcft-fuch greats de- 
figns. Things were at lalt in itch a*f/^n J that he heaved 
the whole depended on his fingle arm. Young l JJcm* r 
Chrijlophers fon, had a number of powers adherents jn the 
kingdom j his moft dap^jpohs enemy was ^^hard y and"could 
he be removed, the^faieft difficulty of umrffig the k'pgdvxn 
would be furmounted, at leaft the Jutlantars world be iv. 
lieved from th£ oppreffion of a tyrant, who was now preparing 
for them the keened ^bo. rge of oppreffion. Ni ' oias revolved 
this over m his and, after mature deliberation on the 

means, took the r«oi<f.’.on to difpatih .him, perf 'admg him- 
felf that no method of ridding a whole kingdom from mife- 
ry, could juftly detrail from the chara&er of the deliverer. 
Could his purpofc be effeiled by fingle combat, or open .var, 
he would have chofen either, as the moft fair and honourable; 
but thefe being impracticable, he had rccouife to darker 
means. Collecting a body of forty chofen horfe, he marched 
in the night to ' Rander Jbufen, where Gerhard had fixed his 
head quarters; foiled upen the centinels, and puihed on to 
Get bard's lodging, which he forced open. Gerhard was 
awaked with the noife, amf feeing Nicholas enter with a party 
‘of armed men, began to fupplicate him in the moft pathetic 
terms to fave his life, offering' to fubferibe to any t£- ->«. he 
thought fit to impofe; but Nicholas was determined. Hu 
thought the life of the tyrant a juft attonement of the injuries 
the people had fuffered ; he conftdered, that his death* alone 
could deliver them from the fchemes and' artifices of a man, 
who had a head to contrive, and a hand to execute the moft 
Gerhard daring and ambitious defigns. This, therefore, without far- 
kiUei. ther deliberation he executed, by plunging his fword into his 
bread, and then making his retreat with all poffible expedi¬ 
tion, after giving the alarm to the whole army, by founding 
horns and beating drums. Nicholas was purfued and over¬ 
taken by a party of Gerhard's army, through which u he fought 
his way and eleaped, after having ercountered the greateft 
dangers; and Gerhard's Tons hearing of his death, retired 
precipitately into Hsljlnn , leaving the army, chiefly com¬ 
pelled of ifol/hincrs , trrbe.*jSl «the enraged pea* 
fants, who fell upon them from every quarter. 

Stii l, however, the Holjleintrs kept pofleffion of the cita¬ 
dels and fortified place 4 , from which Nicholas refolvcd to dif- 
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v $ Denmark; 

Jdinglv rated a bo 3 y of forcts, at- 
i 9 a cafe.^fuated 00 the river Scheme i 
to Atberg } but the garrifon making 
he turned the fiege into a blockade, 
hy *s.i«p ne icuu^d them to great extremity. The go¬ 
vernor fent an m>r5s to the fons of Gerhard acquainting 
therassKUb co\Jpoi)f and the lmpofiibihty of holding out* 

bu a W* days UW'er, which determined them to march with 
: 7 e uftnoft exped/T*»i to the relief of a place fo important. 

•They came up Nicholas juft as the governor was ready 
ro^urrsnd'r, gJfe him battle, and were defeated, though 
r .%Sfc&?\as unfortunately killed before he reaped the fruits of 
gallant, apd his country enjoyeu that liberty to which he 

'had f'o brawled the way*. . 

JUTLAND Having by thi9 means , fc „a*er^d its freedom, 
all the'relt !'Denmark was fired witlv<he 'fame views. Lea- 
land fuft openly declared itfelf and took arms : here Henry 
GerbartPs fon maintained feveral garrifons and cities, which 

• he rafolvcd to defend in fpite of all the power of the inha¬ 

bitants. For this purpofe he drew together an army! but 
in the mean time a tumult arofe among the jpeafams on ac¬ 
count of a Dtnijh nobleman (lain by the HdJUmert, which 
fo irritated the people that they if* upon th t HMtmtrs 
fword in hand ; and, after ftaying/three hutuTted of them, 
drove the reft out of the ifland, a# clcflcd, Voldemar, Chnf- 
topher's fon, for their fovereign. - 

VAJ *)£ MAR III. jurnamtd ATT E RDAG. 

-'’"To this prince’s elevation the emperor Emn greatly Wide, 
contributed^ at whofe court Valdemar was.bred He {urn- ' ■ 

moned a congre&jttsSpnttdme, in the March of Bramknburt 
„ which were ptefent Ltwii » 

Pmirania, Hmry, John, and Kubota,, fons of GrrW, ^ 
with feveral other princes and nobleman. With the three 
latter princes, and Valitmr of StW, the marquis exe¬ 
cuted a treaty, that Oth,, Chrj/ltphtPs fon, Orould be fet at 
liberty, provided he would refign his right to the crown to 
his brother Valdmar-, that he fhould be put into the hands of 
the king his brother, or of the marquis; that king EMemttr 
Orould marry the duke ftr iVV/tu-V/’s f.fter, and rece.ve for her 
portion eighty thoufand marks, to be dedufled from the fum 
for which Fima and Jutbw U itg V ledger* thit<Kr 4 W 

• Should not protefl IBU 1 IBLiJuuj of G chard, but openly de¬ 
flate againft whoever Orould efpoufe then,. A variety of other 

* Vid. Post. Msuas. It CqAcrx. ibid.. 
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particulars were included j^but what dbt»Sd£d thfc*£ptat|lt‘ 
f ' difficulties, and took up the! Sf^dt timeravas th" redemption 
»> of the lands pledged by the late kin'g pd-. thole princes who 
had contributed to his reftoration : but eitn this was fettled 
in a fatisfa£lory manner, both to the king *hd people; «flWgh 
not altogether' fo to the perfon? who held <jbofe lands," and 
Vvere in hopes it would be out of thc*powr r, of th* rtowft'to 
redeem them. 1 ’V 

Valdemar The firft a£l of Valdemar* s reign was "“ftaconfirm the no-> 
confirms the blcs, clergy, and ptople, in the full ufe 'anty,poffefiion of all * 
privileges their rights, privileges, and immunities, wjhich had b££*n 
v/tbe greatly retrenched during the interregnum. An a£’“of ©bir* 
vion was likewife paffed, and the remembrance 'G all fi'-si^ 
A ' adlions as would ferve only to difturb the putyt;'tranquillity, 
1 ^ 1 ‘ cancelled. He n^. Entered into a compa£f with Henry and 
Nicholas , fons to GerfiUt d, concerning Fionia. 'Here it was 
ftipulated, that, provided the king died without iflue, the 
ifland fhould remain unalienably their property ; otherwife it 
•fhould return to his family, whenever they found it conve¬ 
nient to redeem this and the neighbouring iflands. It was fur¬ 
ther agreed, tha f if the brothers committed any infra&ion, or 
breach of the conventions of Lubtc and Halfenburg , that his 
tnajefty (hould, in thatV.-’fe, have power to feize the rcval. 
garrifons in 'Zealand, and T ike wife the caftles of Neoburg, Or- 
kela , and Htmufgvhe . \ T e fee how favourable all thefe 

“tronties were to Valdemar, who Teemed determined to make 
ufe of the firft opportunity of reclaiming all the crown-lands, 
fo iniqui'oufly fold by the late kiftg, or rather feizsdftfpA* by 
thole pretended friends who exalted him to an empty title, 
only to enjoy folid profits for themieives. t 

In the next place, the king turned hit thoughts to the re- 
Grant »f demption of the remaining fortrefles in the hand9 of the Hoi- 
the clergy. ftZtners ; and to enable him to effe£t this,*the clergy granted 
him a filver cup from each church, which was melted down 
and coined, though never applied to the purpofe intended. 
Long arrears were due to the army ; they began to murmur, 
and it was thought expedient to pay them. 

The following year a war was lighted up, on the follow¬ 
ing account. Valdemar infilled, that CalUmhurg afid Sam/ee 
could not be ceded by his father to Catfute Porfuts , as a former 
grant had .been made of them to Eric , duke of Swedeland , at 
the‘time be marked Ihgtburga. . Eric was alive when thislaft 
grant was made, confdquehtiy be valid; but as 

War with he was now dead, thefe places reverted to the crown as fiefs* 
the earl cf On the contrary, th|f carl of IVagria maintained his right to 
Wagria. Callemburg ,, which had -been made over to him by Canute Por- 
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tfie pi iCf^Wk^y^ffmcvied troops to relieve it, forming like- 
•wife an alliance y&tW hg*kurga>. the earl of Herein, and the 
Vandal cities, «m Tent him ftrong reinforcements. He 
maVchdti fo fudde\y upon the king, and wgs fo feafonabJy 
iupporied by a*Ltifk faUy frqm the town, that the king was 
de^iufcreud oi-y^ed to raife the fiege. Upon this a treaty Con^rtfi 
v/as fVfow foot, /nd it was agreed, that the difpute (hould be for rfta- 
left tuathe arbir/rdon of four perfons on each fide, of probity blijbing a 
and u|der {landing, who (hould meet at Ro/cbild, and deter- treai J '• 
njpi^dUier according to the rigour of the law, or by ftrilting 
'up fuchVi accommodation as they faw would be for the mu- 
intend of the parties. It was farther ftipulated, that if 
eirher parry i«fufcd«|o accede to the verdict of the commil- 
fionew, thefe. latter fliouid be obligedj'v >H&ke oath they had 
decided according to the beft of their'judgment: but in cafe 
it {hould happen that the commillioners could come to no 
agreement, that then the archbifhop of Lunden {hould take 
cognizance of the affair. As for other disputes between the 
king and the duke, they weie (ubmitted to the arbitration of 
an equal number of judges, in order to lenvovre all caufc of 
diflention between the two princes. Wc hear nothing more 
ofrthc principal quarrel, and are onfjrtold tha^ the king and 
Ingtbttrga amicably agreed, that ff ic tortrefs of Calkmburg 
fhould remain in his hands, and (life, in retorn, to hold during 
her life North Holland as an equivalent; which laft clapfe Was* 
never executed, as wc {hail fee in the fequek 
J&'nk.'Ukines now began to refume their ancient courage, 
on feeing a- legitimate prince feated on the throne, and the 
Danijl) dominions, fo lately divided among a number of petty 
tyrants, united *ntu»one tovereignty. They more and more 
breathed out their refentment againft all foreigners,' who fat* 
tened upon the fpoils of the land, and enjoyed the chief places 
of truft and profir. For a number of years Denmark was the 
theatre of continual domcflic and foreign wars, whirh filled 
every place with confution and difmay. One of the tnofl: 
powerful kingdoms on earth, after giving Jaw to fiich a num¬ 
ber of other nations, fell at length under the dominion of 
fotne infignificant vafials, who laid defolate her faireft pro¬ 
vinces, ruined and op|ffefled her inhabitants. Now Ihe began 
agam to tafie the Tweets of liberty, and to refume her wohted 
freedom. Jcaloufy loon bro u g ht th em to blcAvs with thole ha- fbepeople 
ted foreigners ; aif&-#lrt 8 lT< 7 that Nicholas who had {hewn the incenfcd 
firft dawn pf liberty, by putting count Gerhard to death, now avainfl the 
led the way, fays Pont anus, to the full^pcertion of if s natural Hoiitem- 
fights. This author relates, contrary to the teftimony of crs * 
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, fo me other hiftorians, that fci^patriot ■rflBBKg aAiffbody 
of Jutlanders , the inveterate entmies offfhe h«ite T 6r Holjlein, 
f marched ro Lundenefs, where he razed 1 fkfl which Henry of 
Holjlein had built on the river Scerne. Hfay flew to tfee pro- 
* tediion of this place; a battle was fought and the brav^zVir- 
cbolas died victorious, with his arms jn his J*£nds, after per¬ 
forming adions of aftonifhing valour \ ' ‘ 

Another remarkable battle was fought ion this oci. (Ion, 
between Frederick Lpahen, grand marechal oc Denmaf\ p °nd 
Marchard , lord of Scandia, and governor of the fo- jefs^f 
IVardenburg. The a&ion was obftinate and Woody 
tory at length declared for the marechal. With /iis, civil 
contention for a time fubfided, on the king’s propj’.e to fuaSf 
the duke of Holjlein to remain in poflelBon of all the ftrong 
A. D. holds ftipulated in tri^ft convention, 
i The year following Zealaid was ravaged, 6bth by fo¬ 

reigners and the inhabitants of the ifland. Cage, one of the 
fineft cities in the kingdom, was reduced to allies, and federal 
were miferably pillaged. It would feem that new difpbtes 
had arifen between the Danes and Holjleiners ; for they fought 
a bloody battle liear Flafmott, in which the Danes were de¬ 
feated, and Boic Folk , ^one of their generals, and the king’s 
prime favourite, was takvh prifoner. The difgrace was fen- 
fibly felt by the Danes , aim they omitted no opportunity of 
revenging it. Wherever they met the Holjleiners they fell 
'iip’Sh them, and maflacred them without pity, or diftin&ion of 
age or fex. In a Vord, the tunult was not appeafed before 
they had fatiated their revenge with the blood of tufee’fftia; 
dred of thefe foreigners. 

Valdemar But if Valdemar glowed with impatience to fee Jutland in 
forms the hands of the Holjleiners , he was ftill'mdPe incenfed that 
Schemes for Schonen Ihould have become a Swedijh province, and the in- 
redteming habitants daily more attached to their new fovereign, on ac- 
sbe crown count c f the privileges and immunities he liberally and poli- 
fandt, «»^ t icly heaped upon them. Yet was it impoflible for him, in 
recovering prefent up fettled ftate of affairs, to attempt the recovery 
ocnoaen. ^ t hj s va j ua hj c province by arms: he thought it more ad- 
vifeable to fmother his refentment until he was more firmly 
eflablifhed on the throne. Accordingly a treaty Was figned 
between the two crowns, or rather the preliminaries to a treaty, 
in which it was ftipulated, that the utmoft endeavours of both 
parties fhoeld “be exerted to all differences between 

the kihg and the fobje&s of each, an^'ttrtbt off all caufe of 
future iifTenfions. Such was the fubftance of the wholes 
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;ue^and general promifes of friendship 
appeared, wnm{utuf| other nkaifng probably, on either fide, 

\han 4 p deceiven|J llU each other into fecurity. *. 

About this tune Swen bifhop of Arhus, and Paul dea- ^ ^ 
costof'R.ofchild, w\e arrefted by the king’s orders in the 
public ftreets, «fed conduced prifoners to Pa dehorn, a fortrefs Thebijhop 
in \Zeaht^d^ W£y*re not informed of Voldemar's reafons fof of Arhus 
ffting fucly violence on the perfons of two prelates of arrefted 
^on j it il however agreed by all hiftorians, that a 
councmof the clergy met a r JVedtl , and laid the whole king- 
cr a fcvere interdidlion on account of this a&ion. 
lo bod\ of men on earth are more jealous qf their rights 
**rt»n theVjjrgy of all nations; nor is there a more dange¬ 
rous enemy where their influence is confiderable, and the peo¬ 
ple ignorant. - It does not appear th ?\.-Voldemar was greatly 
difconcerteff with this proceeding of the bifhops ; for we fee 
him bellowing the fame attention to the recovery of the here¬ 
ditary domains of the crown, and the ifland of Faljlre, and 
citj^of Nieoping, actually wrefted out of the hands of the 
earl of Wagria, to whom they had been pledged by Chriflo - , 

fher. * 

Towards the beginning of next year, Voldemar's queen A. D. 
Hodwigg was delivered of a prince^whofe birfjh annulled the 1344* 
cefixon that was made of Fiottia in /avour of the houfe of Hoi A young 
Jlein. A new treaty was concluded therefore between the two V ince 
courts, in which Voldemar revoked the claufe refpedling Pio»° orn ' 
nia ; they mutually promife<J a Alliance again# all enemies 
jpkauoet jr, the king only excepting the king of Sweden and 
the duke of- Stetin, with whom he was in ftriit alliance ; and 
it was agreed, that if any unforefeen difference fhould a rife, 
it might be referred to the arbitration of Voldemar duke of 
Slefwick ’ 

No fooner was this treaty flgned, than Voldemar employed 
Nicholas of Limbec , whom he had juft created marefchal of 
Denmark, to negotiate with the princes of Holjlein concern¬ 
ing the redemption of Seburg. The ranfom was paid, and the 
two prelates of Arhus and Rofchild were fet at liberty j upon 
which the biihops took off the interdiction, about which Vol~ 
demar had given himfelf but little trouble, though the people 
began to exprefs greaf uneafinefs. 

CALLENBURG ms, in the mean while, furrcndcred to Callen- 
the king by Iweburp a, widmy o f Canute Pnrjius, Agreeable to burg fur- 
the* late conventi&n^SflSl u!c tang of Sweden kept her out ot rtn dcri to 
poffeflion of Holland, under pretence that this province was the king, 
annexed to his crown by the fame title *9 Schonen, This how¬ 
ever was a mere pretext in order to oover more fccrei defigns; 
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earl of Wagria, having onty^Hen givepund^fe'&emSme of a 
government to Eric, father to the pwfeiaf king of Sweden*, 
y'uldcmar was incenfed at this conduct, jhx he tound e it con¬ 
venient ftill tp fupprefs his refentment/ while htgeSurgJt re¬ 
mained alone the fufFerer, being equally deprived of Callenfwg 
‘and Holland, its equivalent*. v 

About the ciofeof the year a general dt\ t was heli\ *, Wi- 
burg, from whence tucking marched dire6tly\»gainft tii K, h nef- 
l tenders, who had refuied, for a feriesof years, topa»’|ftfcert|jn 
ridiand- tr j| >lice jmpofetj on them. He entered their country 

tile manner, r and found no great difficulty in .reding them 
to obedience. Having fimlhcd this expeditiop * he nv.flffe’*’- 
another to the ifland of Tteahnd, and laid firger’ro a new for- 
trets the HoijicinerT'fa^ built near Ntjhved, contrary Co rhe 
‘late treaty. Valdtmar mfiflerl, that either it fh^uld be deli* 
•vered up to him, or difmantlcd j and the princes of Holjliih 
Were Itrcnuous in having the price it had coft in building^ paid 
to them, and liberty to carry off all their effedls; both which 
the king refuted. '[’he fiege was accordingly formed; bur be¬ 
fore any great ^progrefs was made, a negotiation was fet on 
foot, and the affair amicably adjufled. About this time Fal- 
demar likewif^ confentcfitf that Narva, a city in Ejlhonia, 
which had been the occasion of numbcrlefs difputes, fhould 
remain in the hahds of tne Teutonic knights for the fpace of 
«of!t year, they protnifing to defend it againff: all the attempts 
of the barbarians.* c t 

As the princes of Holjlein were the mod formidSBTe>>*sr 
Anti i ./• Tn * es °* VaAcmar, becauie they poflefied ffrong holds in al- 
njit iv oj mo Q every province of his dominions, he made if the chief 

mar’//* ob}e& of his policy to rid himfelf of fcclr irkfome neigh- 
litia. ' hours,, by detaching the duke of Slejhuick from their alliance, 
in which he fuccceded. A treaty was concluded between the 
two Faldemars , the duke did homage to the king, and the lat¬ 
ter, in cafe he fhould be the furvivoF, obliged himfelf to pro¬ 
tect the duke’s heirs and dutchy againff all enemies. It 
was likewife offenfive and defenfivc; for they engaged mu¬ 
tually to defend each other with all their torces, and to de¬ 
clare the enemies of either to be the enemies of both powers. 

•Such a proceeding could not fail of giving umbrage to the 
Holjlein princes Henr. and Nicholas. They formed a plan of 
revenge, which cAi!d never m^r with countenance, except in 
the breaffs of the bafe and aifhonour^l l bte'r“^They invited'the 
duke to vifit them in Fioniu : one day, propoftng a hunting- 
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Mtbe duke'sJfcrf©i\, and kept him prifener* , 

It the tfjiujjf he ligned with the king ww 
Jigements with them. Nor did they flop 
incurlions pinto- Zealand, and pillaged the 
dTty JStKgjtaar. ^n the other hand, the Dgnes made them* 
dJves mafter^of Negweek Gundtrjkbholm , and the citadel df 

- ^ t DEMaR laboured hard to re-umte with the crown, 

"othet paces that had been pledged in the Uft unhappy 
After redeeming from the princes Henry. And Nicholas 
ti>~TS«refib of K&rfer and Petreburg, he declared to them his 
inelirn&on to pay into their hands the price of t f he government 
& LaaS^- 4 . His propofal was rejeaed, and he gave orders 
to the <Hanu*narefchal to pafs with an army into that ifland, 
andJ-nHicgc to all the places that confined loreign garnlons. 

The nrir.&s haftened to tho relief of the ifland, and .daily 
fkirmifhes palled between the two armies. No decifiw ac¬ 
tion, however, happened when the Swedtjh monarch ofiered 
h/mediation, and effcaed an accommodation on no other 
conditions than, that Laaland fltould be delivered up to 
the .Icing, on his paying the lum of eight thoufand marts m 

.From this time Valdcmar bega; (o mate profeffions of a Valde- 
oietv more rigorous and fevere tl an prudence or policy die- ma*> 
tated While his dominions were pledged to flrangen, no- faptum. 
thine could be more unfeafonable than ejtpedmons aeaminbi 
infidels, and holy pilgrimage,, diflated only by blmd zeal and 
jwous rfiitenzy. He paffed to EJIbtma, a province of SweJm, 
on the North of Livoma, where he made feveral reguUtions 
in the oh«rch. He founded feveral pious mttitutions, and built 
chaoels at AW, * which daily prayers were to.be put up for 
him'lelf and queen. He took the dean and canons of the 
cathedtal under his immediate proteaion, and publilhed di¬ 
vers edidis in their favour. In the end he returned to Dm- 
mark, and prepared for another expedition again# the pagans 
of Prutfia, with intention to oblige them to embrace the true 
religion: fuch was the devotion of princes in thofe ages of 
ignorance and barbarity. Voldemar was accompanied m this 
expedition by his brother Otton, whom he had forced into the 
Teutonic order, that ftis prefence in Denmark might occafion 

(A) According to Pento si^ jhat the wb«e ifland was ceded 
the city of the princes on the above con- 

coft the king this fum (i); but dition. 

. Jtg purjlus and Crantzius (i) agree, a 

rn r*nt. i. vui. (*) M* ur f: * Crant ‘ *• X4 ** 
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r no troubles. Eric doke of i %*xony likewilHSRWjded WiPt^tbf 
princes having met at Lubec ; *but before ms airp jrfif Eruflia, 
the barbarians had concluded a truce withkhe Teutonic kni^its. 
This rendered his prefence in the countrVninneceflarv; he. 
therefore returned to Livonia , and fold thi province ol EJt- 
konia to the Teutonic knights, for the fum of eighteen th<p» 
fand marks in filver, contrary to the formal/lifpofiU&&s msfie 
by his father, whereby this province was unabenably a' rawed 
to the crown. One remarkable circumftancc attendtay^is 
iaJe $ it was. that only one of the fenators, AndreTJUs/igot. 
figned the agreement; nor did a copy of it ever appctf ^isyu 
the Polijh amb^flador produced one at the congrefs of jfitetin in* 
the year 1570. One moiety of the money was p-All to t!tt n 
marquis of Brandenburg , married to Valdemar'i lifter. This 
was her portion, for the payment of which the king* had 
pledged half the province of Ejlhonia. In returrf the mar¬ 
quis put into the king’s hands an inftrument, whereby he re¬ 
leased him from the iubfidy he had engaged for the defence of 
the marquifatc. \ 

^ P, Before the king quitted Livonia , he had fent orders to fc- 
13^6. veral Danijh lords?'to meet him in Brandenburgs all of whom 
were arretted on the ra^d by the earl of Wagria ; an ad of 
preemption that greatly h cenfed Voldemar ; yet did be enter 
upon no new mcaiiircs forVevenging the infult, or enlarging 
the prifoners. InftAid of this he made all polTible prepara¬ 
tion for a romantic expedition to the Holy Land, which he 
bad long meditated. Accordingly he fet out, attended by 
Erie of Saxony, and a great number of the lit ft nobi lhy of I. ; « 
Yaldetnar kingdom. On his arrival at yerufalem he vilited all the holy 
makes a places, and entered himfelf in the fraternity of thft knights- 
fiJgrimagc templars; an example that was followed by Eric , and the 
reft of the lords of his court: for folly from the throne flows 
rapidly among the people as from its natural and moft vigo¬ 
rous fource. The courtiers of Alexander diftorted themfelves 
into the unhappy figure of that hero. 

Not to dwell on the encomiums palled by crafty priefts on 
thefe inftances of royal piety, the people began to murmur 
at the difpofal of the fair province of E/ibonia, without their 
confent, or indeed their knowledge; and the grievance was 
Tb Panes aggravated by the application of the tfioney, one moiety of 
which went to the marquis of Brandenburg , and the other to 
defray the expencdl of a Quixqt* “voedition to Pale/line. That 
. piety which they beheld with revereRcfuftftbrmer monarchy 
began to be looked on as a madnefs in Voldemar. 

In the year 134.7 ^lie queen was delivered of a princeft* 
* 347 * tH&icd Ingebyrga | and the king, who was returned to his do¬ 
minions. 
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Se mortgage upon the city of Rend/ifarg. 9 
life a numuer of other mortgages,' and ,*» 
lid of Zealand , city of Nicoping t Ste&e ill 
•flhe ijjland of Afoia, and a variety of places in Jutland . 

ATyer "this he figued a frefti treaty with the princes of Hol- 
it was ffipulated, that Nciburg and part 
or^tn^ ;nand’ of Fioniai hould be -ceded to the king, in ex- 
■ j'for w|iir/n they were to receive Stefa , with a fum of 
equivalent to the remainder of the purchafc. 
jjizs not before this year that duke Valdemar of Slefivick 
his liberty, and then only upon condition, that he 
renouno^l the alliance he had formed with the king, contrary 
ifrthe exprefs letter of a prior treaty with the Holjhin princes. 

It would Ibem that numberlcfs difficulties attended the 
redemption of the crown-lands j for, fubfequent to the treaty 
of which we have juft fpoken? we find the king laying fiege 
to ■ Shioldenefs in Zealand. Neither Pontanus , Meurftus , or 
Krantzius, give any account of the occafion of thefc hoftili- 
tieft, contenting themfelves with obferving, that the opera¬ 
tions were no fooner begun than they were dropt, by reafon of * 
a plague that laid defolate the greater part oV all Europe^ and Plague in 
raged with particular violence in Denmark. Here whole Denmark* 
tcftvns were deferted, the country ‘.eft wafte for want of la¬ 
bourers; all commerce totally ftagnatedj^ even the Greenland 
trade, which a few years before began to be affiduoufly Qpr^ 
fued, was now neglc&ed; and nothing but terror and dcfpair 
‘reigned in this miferable coyAtry. 

^'fo fhefe unhappy circumftances were added others equally 
oppreffive dud unavoidable. The great number of crown- 
lands thatlvere mortgage^ rendered a heavy tax neceflary ; ,the 
more grievous to t 3 e people, becaufe the means of payment 
had failed, in confequence of the ceflation of induftry. Val- Valdemar 
demar determined by all means to gain the attentions of his gains the 
fubje£ts, the more eafily to effect his purpofe. Attemhling a confidence 
diet at Ringjladt , he fet forth, in prefence of an infinity of of his fob* 
nobles, clergy, and commons, that he had redeemed out o fj e & u * 
the hands of the mortgagees a great number of cities, towns, A. D. 
and cattles, at the expence of three hundred rhoufand marks, * 349 * 
levied upbn the people ; and that now there remained a faving 
of ten thoufand marks of filver, which he requefted the 
people would difpofe of as they faw propej, as it originally 
belonged to then^ Si^M a *^^ ccn ^ on * n the monarch wa* 
truly politic: it intifely gained the afTe&ion of his fubje&s, as 
Well as their confidence : they fubmitted every thing to him, 
and allured him of their readinefs to la) down their Jives and 
fortunes at his feet. 

• % VdLDE m 
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VALDEMAR-, having Vucceeded 
paffed over to Holland, and demand 
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"Magnus of Magnus icing of Sweden „ from whom m wildefirous ft re- 


Sweden. deeming Schonen. He offered Ala gnus thr futn for whichfk 
was firft mortgrged to the carl of /V ogri<% and reprefentfh to' 
him, that the earl had no right *to dppofe o/* 2 province , l fid 
upon fuch a tenure. Uuanfwerable as thefe arguiftc$t \9 V~jc, 
Magnus refuled to furrender it i and the congrefe tf&'j up 
with menaces from Voldemar^ that he would claim fltj-.jhe 
by force of arms: menaces which weie not attendrd 
propolld effedt, the troubles arifing in Germany haw£f|^ - 
vented Voldemar from purfuing his defign. As this extraordi¬ 
nary affair is flrongly connected with our hiito^ we fi.dii 
relate it with all poffible brevity (rom the diffuiV'and perplexed 
account of Pontanus a . 

An impuftor, by name Midler Maineken , appeared about 
this time in Brandenburg , afiuming the name of the late 
margrave Voldemar , and Claiming his dominions, which he 


An impof- 
tor lays 
claim to 
the mar - 


burg. 


Claiming 

faid were ufurped, in prejudice of bis right, by Lewis of Ebon- 
ifaie of rf en fc ur g* J n hj s perlon he exadily refcmblcd Voldemar , and 
ran en- y ie f oun d.no difficulty in imitating his voice and manner„hav- 
>ng been many years gentleman ulher to the margrave. He 
afhuued, that, the marglftve was not dead as had been long 
reported, but had made a pilgrimage to Jerufolrm. Now on 
bis tecum, he expected Lewis of Bavaria would reftore thofe 
‘dominions tor their natural lord. Hold and impudent afler- 
tions never fail t6 meet with credit fiom the vulgar. Here 
humanity and juftice feemed to call aloud for their affiffadv.’ 
which comhincd with the novelty of the feene, toon gained 
Jkrluller a great number of adherents. With thdfe many of 
the neighbouring ptinces, lntcrcftecTin fi/ppoaing the impof- 
lure, joined. Among thele were the dukes of Saxe Anhalt 
and Mecklenburg j and Crantzius affirms, that the emperor 
Charles IV. not only elpoufed, but Hr it excited Muller, to this 
bold attempt. By thefe he was fupported with all the dig¬ 
nity of a prince, he kept a court, and even eclipfed in pomp 
the real margrave. 

King Voldemar, who ftneerely loved his brother-in-law 
Lewis , heard this news with concern. He pitied his fitter, 
forefaw the diffraction that would enftle, and determined to 
ufe all his power to fupport his brother-in-law, and pynifh 
the prefumptuous "Mu Her. A. was convoked at Pjfehiid, 
and fufficient fupplies were granted to°)ftiIfole him to equip a* 
fleet,with whichhe invaded Mecklenburg, deftroying the country 

A 
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titfdffhkim wiltWsHx^nd (word. ; Tike dake of Mec kl enb ur g 
iwjopptfte the king, jwhom he reduced to great 
danfcr, havi»?^Jjefi%ed him in Sturgart. Vaidemar iooa 
bjaerceived the etwr of which he had been guilty, in enclofing 
, nWnletf in a city % eaftly forced *, but hia endeavours to ex¬ 
tricate himfelf .yvould have;* been fruitier?, had not Romulus , 
bj^d*vn_*a Lewis of Brandenburg , arrived feafonably to his 
,«immediately the duke raifcd the fiege, took a compafs, 
*cked Romulus in the rear. The battle was bloody and 
’skte, the duke victorious, and near four hundred B>an- 
a|ai^5^rj were made pnfonns; but ftill Romulus had the ho¬ 
nour oryraifing the liege, relieving the king, and of faving 
-jb^pfelf th fc his bravery front falling into the enemy’s hands. 

VALDliMJR was no fooner at liberty than he marched 
out o,f the city, which had almoft proved fatal *o him, and 
made frcfhftncurfions into the juke’s territories, where he laid 
fiege to ftvera! towns, that made but a faint rcfiftance. At 
length, reinforced with a body of troops front Pomerania, he 
im'tfted Berlin , which city had declared in favour of the in»- 
poftor. The duke hafkned to the relief of thebefieged ; and 
the king drew out his armv to give him .battle. Thing* 
were coming to a crifis, and both parties waiting for the figna! 
to^engage, when fome of the more Moderate nobility in each 
army, dreading the ettufion of Chriflian blood, propofed an 
accommodation. A conference was held, in which it was 
determined to fubmit the affair to the arbitration of his St 
dtjh majefty. Accordingly it yvas determined.by this monarch,- 
th 4 n Romulus , brother to Leith's of Brandenburg , fhould fet all 
'“Hjp prifone*® at liberty j that, as an equivalent, he ihould re¬ 
ceive an o»th of allegiance from certain cities in the dutchy of 
Mecklenburg , ttvwhi£h he claimed a right; and, laftly, that 
he (hould efpoufe the daughter of the duke. King Voldemar 
likewife eftedted a reconciliation between his brother-in-law 
the margrave and the duke of Stetin j alfo between the dukes 
of Mecklenburg and Saxony. 

These troubles in Germany being thus appeafed, Vaidemar 
was on the brink of entering into another difpute of more 
conftquence, if the emperor’s affairs had not prevented him 
from pui^uirig the didfates of his refentment. Mis imperial 
majefty was extremely^nraged at Voldemar’s marching foreign 
troops iiJto the empire, and making his dominions the theatre 
of a war. He was ftill more incenfed atejiis checking the 
progrefs of the prt'.wawe^ltifirwrave, as, it Was notorious that 
the"emperor had an rntereft in the fuccefs of this importer, 
oat of pi-'jue to the margrave Lewis, it being a main objedt 
-of his policy to dftlrcfs the affairs Sic houle of Bavaria . 

How- 
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, However, whether out of fh?me, ordreM^pe^hingiiv^) 
to an excefs, he diflembled Jiis refentmfot, an^g^a^rd y 
paflport to the king and feveral princes <fT tha^Vorth, tqj^t- 
tend a diet which he convoked at SprenbergJnn order to Je|j 
cjde the claim of the impoftor Muller. /The king eSrrif# 
with him Fm Juke of Saxony, ^nd Romulus u ,now beccftne 
m'argrave of Brandenburg, which his b>othcr 'ceded, % 
referving to himfelf only the dominions of the houfeJt^J&- 
varia. At this congrcfs (for it was not properly a dietuat j.he 
empire) the northern princes complained loudly of ttopen.' 
peror’s endeavours to fupplant the natural heir of the 
Brandenburg , by forcing in his room an impoftor, vfs o fiau 
long been a menial in the family. To this charge fhe enj- 
peror replied, that he had done nothing of wtyich he could 
repent. Neither temerity, prejudice, or paflion, had excited 
him againft the houfe of Bavyria, or at all influenced his 
, conduct; juflice alone was the motive of his a&ions: that if 
he was at all blnmeable, it was for giving credit to the aflii- 
rances of the archbiftiop of Alagdeburg , Rodolpb of Saxotry, 

•> the duke of Mecklenburg, and the prince of Anhalt, all of 
whom had folemnly made oath, that he was the true Volde¬ 
mar, the lawful heir of the houfe of Brandenburg. Upon 
this the king flood up, and fpoke in the name of the other 
princes: “ Wc too are ready to fwear, but with more truth, 
“ that this perfon is an impoftor} and we oblige ourfelves to 
•• Yonvi£ of perjury whoever has fworn to the contrary: we 
M therefore befceoh your imperial majelly to revoke the de- 
« cree you have pafled in favour 6f a man, who has no other 
“ pretenfions to his prefent dignity than what he d^ive/froiy 
« an unparalleled impudence, diftimulation, and talents to 
” impofe on your imperial majefty.” JvTot,. caring to urge 
matte!s to extremities, Charles at length openly acknowledged 
Romulus the legitimate heir and poflcfibr of Brandenburg , and 
publiihed an imperial decree to this purpofe. From hence* 
forth the impoftor was abandoned by all his adherents, and 
forced to retreat into Anhalt, where he pafled the remainder 
of his days in thatobfeurity to which he was born * j and thus 
ended an affair which had fpread the flames of war in feveral 
parts of Germany , almoft proved fatal to the liberty and life of 
Voldemar, and made a great noife in e«ry corner of Europe . 

It properly belongs to another part of our hiftory; but from 
the (hare which rasldemar had in it, we could not avoid men¬ 
tioning it here. * 

The congrefs having broke up, the princes returned each 
|0 his own dominions^ except Valdemar , who laboured hard 

* -Crantz. p. 20?. 
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affairtser^ concluded upon a (olid footing) Milt 
hWywHfedc: to remark. After having eftablilhed repofe 
arid»^anquillit)^he tffpent Tome days at Lubec in mirth and 
(hftivify, and ini*p palled over to his own dominions* 
flffcerc'he was receded with great demonftrations of joy, the 

people being highly fatisfied*with the refult of this lad nego- 

^ '• * 

Soy& after this he concluded a treaty with Cafimir , king 
of iSjflffdy by which that prince engaged to fupply him with 
#t.e msjpdred lances, provided they were not to be employed 
aga^ny power fpecified in the treaty. Before the ena of 
ule yea>S the public joy received conrtderable augmentation 
f 'the i-'irih of a fecond foil; it was however of Ihort du¬ 
ration ; for the young prince lived but a few days. By the 
death # of the two fons of Canute Porjiusy the title of dukes of 
Holland bc&afnc extindl, and the king did not think ‘proper 
to confer it on a collateral branch of the family, thinking it 
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more advifeable to annex the dutchy to the crown. 

Lm the year 1351 a quarrel, the grounds for which arc A. D% 
unknown, arofe between Voldemar and his grand-marcchal 
Limbeck. It was carried fo high, that his tnajelty beficged A revolt <f 
him in the caftle of Darning. The princes of Haljleiny the the king's 
nobility of Jutlandy and the maritime towns, ay took arms at fubjeHs* 
the fame time. The princes pretended an infraction of 


the treaty fubfifting between them and* the king, while 
the nobility and maritime towns complained of feme tr£l^ 
palTcs upon their rights and privileges. On the firft rumour 
of thefe commotions, the kifig put garrifons in all the places 
‘fie thoOght-^tceflary, and fent a flrong body of forces for the 
pioteCtion jof the dutchy of Slefwicky agreeable to the late 
treaty. This laft ncafure proved fruitlefs; for the duke had 
fided with the princes of Holjlein , and the auxiliaries were 
conftrained to return. At the fame time, the Swedes having 
depofed Magnus for his debaucheries, which had rendered 
him odious to*the people, raifed his (on Eric to the throne. 
Magnuty retiring to Schoneny aflembled the Hates of the pro¬ 
vince, to deliberate on the necertary meafures in this de¬ 
plorable fituation of his affairs. From hence he folicited Vol¬ 
demars agiftance to reftore him; but met with a repulfe, be- 


caufe he had refufed toeccde that province. Again the negotia¬ 
tion was refumed j but the unwillingnefs which Magnus ex- 
prefted to furrender Scbcnen, rendered it fruidefs. • 

All this while ValdimaV was not unemployed on the other f be a ffairs 
fide. He invited the nobility of North Jutland to a confe- ^/Jutland* 
rence, with a view to detach them from the alliance of Hol¬ 
jlein j and one Bugaus was lent to Colfenburgy to treat with 

the 
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the king in their n&me. Nothing wag at 

1 tervicw; and Bugaus with the other d'ep&cttt wer^Jjgfd^ .re.*, 
turned to Jutland , when the nobility, forcing*.* new allude ” 
with the princes of Holjlein, feizad upon fe*i£ral of his/ma-?,- 
jefty’s garrifons in tjtofe parts'. The king ^rcaded the lp>n 
of a civil war, ahd laboured affiduouffy to remove thecauff of‘ 
fc terrible an evil. He offered to tubrrb the cifference, to 'be 
deciffon of the earl of IFagria ; yet becaufc he fufpec!:"*.] that 
nobleman partial in favour of the princes c i'Holjlein, t^c ,'tue 
of his determination was procrafttnaied. In the mean^; h 
he levied troops, which, cer palling it. rev 'gel, 
he embarked for i . onia j but contrary winds i 
tranfports from failing. This aftoided h.m :;n . p;> of 

holding a conference with Magnus of Sweden \ but this inv'r- 
view, like all the other negotiations between them, roke oil 
without concluding any thing. 

As foon as the wind permitted, Faith.mr put to it..-. ; anJ 
was met on his landing by numbers ot 'he nobility oi J'.vntii, 
who affured him of their fidelity, and made offer of their ler- 
vices. By their advice it was that umpiies were choi'en to 
determine all differences between him, the princes of HA- 
Jleitiy and the Jutland nobility. At the fan: * time the «S \Xj L lis'S 
held an affembly at HelJ'enburg , to negotiate an ..ccommoJa- 
tion between the two crown-; but a, nothing was deter¬ 
mined, it produce^ a particular interview beu.ven Faldcnrir 
Magnus , at which their differences were amicably ad- 
jufted, after repeated fijiilrfi negotiations had been let on 
foot. 

In the fpring of. the year frefh conferences yjrerc l^d o,. 
the fubje£t of the difpute between his inajeffy andpic prince3 
of Holjlein and nobility of Jutland ; but every propofal from 
cither fide wasrejeded, as if they both had met to decide juft 
nothing at all. But the un fettled If ate of his own affairs did 
not prevent Faldemar s aflifling the duke of Mecklenburg againft 
the duke of Stetin , who had declared war againft him; and, 
indeed, it feems to be one of the (hining parts of this prince’s 
character, that he adhered ftri&ly to his engagements, and 
never deferted his allies, but on the mod prefling emergencies, 
and for the ftrongeft reafons: and however politics may in 
thefe times be altered, firtnnefi and fidelity arc no lefs refpedt- 
able qualities in a monarch than in a private citizen. On this 
occaiion he refolded to go in perlbn to Germany , which he did, 
after appointing a regency to govern kingdom in his ab- 
fence. He was no looner arrived than he fet negotiations on 
foot for reuniting the belligerent powers; and accordingly pro¬ 
duced a treaty of pc’ce, and even of alliance, between the 
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Lf e»^f Mecklenburg* Stetin , and Pomerania. Having fome y 
3 kyj> j^riifctjntent againft the princes of Sctavia and JVerity 
he f ncr ervfcd the negotiations than he entered their 
ftki: irv in a hoftile manner, carrying idefolation wherever 
:i>hcd, and dtftroying every thing profane and facred 
bdoft; is reproached on this occafion with betray- 

jci and barbarous difpofttiort, in ordering the notes* 
' 1 pni'oners tube cut oft" in cool blood, and 
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a manner little confident 
Hr’y Land. Tiiis expe- 


loos p«U»ruv.ag.\‘o thr Jir'y I.aniJ, 1 Jus expe- 
prided, th. caufes winch are unknown, he fpent 
;,c‘ ui at 7k ->lutg in feafls and diveriions.. 

^ ri . yi e < 1 i * u ulhered in, and difiinguifhed in the 

S 4 . . . i . ° i -m m 


inu.tl 
• v<- ■ 




contint-i.i:- 
from hiu’iioj 7 ) 
of the qu. < ■ 
lady into i\> 
ioved all thob* 
d-r • t\ cd 


■* j .i - - o , ■** ~ P r kncefs 

.ark, by the birth of the glorious princeJs Mar- Margaret 
/■creedcd to the -rrowns of Denmark , Sweden, and born . 
i ' . <;•, a'ft-r th;- dc.-'h of herjather Valdemar , and merited 

.-.her i. Hid manly coinage, the title of Smiramis 
oj U>t Sot * ■ king had for tome years part fliut up hi$ 

queen > : ■ \i_ ;!.• ' Se/mrg, upon fome fufpicion of her in- 

*’ ' hd hm one day thither as he returned 

and piopoiing to fpend the slight with one 
roineu. he was carried by theaddrefs of that 
■•f I.;-' lawful wife He.uweg, where he cn- 
;>•„ ,. ,r . annexed to ftolen love, and which the 
appotuc m. m intrigue, without difeovering his 
nulLhe before the morning. The queen conceived in con^ 
fequonct* of H.e embraces of ^his night, and in the fpace of 
nine jjjonths was delivered of'princefs Margaret , the fruit of 
> ttns^ legfuas^ta'-iKiiour. 

This year like wifi: it'was, that frefh meafur^s were taken Con<ven- 
t© terminate alL. differences with the princes of Hol/lein, tion with 
which were fubmitted to the arbitration of the dukfc of Sax- the princes 
gay and the earl of Hoja , by whofe award all parties agreed ^Hol¬ 
lo ftand. It was farther ftipulated, that hoftilities Ihouldft e ‘ n * 
ceafe while this affair was in agitation. The king and the 
pTinces produced their pretenfions, and laid open their griev¬ 
ances to the umpires. Firft it was agreed, that for the fum 
of two thoufand marks of fdver, the king Ihould redeem 
out of th% hands of the duke of Saxony, the fortrefs of Pil- 
tverder, to be given ii» truft to the earl of IVagria till pay¬ 
ment of the faid fum, which muff be made within the fpace 
of three years, certain revenues in Fionia bating mortgaged 
for fecurity of the intereft. k/n the other hand, the earl was 
to yield up to the king all his mother’s portion in Denmark> 
txcepting only thofe lands fold by his father to Gerhard. 
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With refpe£l*to the Holflein prinCe^jhe king 
9 a declaration, whereby he acknowledged, in cqnfidec^p n r df, 
** the ccflion made by the princes of a moiety of Fionfg. an 5 
of fifteen hundred marks in filvcr, that he gave up alfotbr' 
prctenfions, and fet all the prifoners at liberty which,«he j^r"^ 
taken fince tVft beginning of tftc war. In a word, ths te- 
"dious difputcs anJ quarrels between tMking, the fons # a^ Ger- 
hatrf, and ths duke of SlcfuuiAy were at length terminated 
amicably; though they were ag^in renewed a (hjjpit,time 
after. ■ 

During thefc tranfaclions it was, that Magnus iirg or 
Sweden gave the inveftiture of Halland and Sebonen to a owe- 
I 353 - d,jh lord, called Bcnnet Algoth^ his favourite, w.'h the title of 
duke; and fome hiftorians relate, that not fatisfied witlf be¬ 
llowing thefe marks of diftin&ion, he made him abfolute 
matter of his whole kingdom. This inveftitut^ gave um¬ 
brage to Voldemar ; but his refentment was abforbed in ads 
of devotion he was now meditating. Some conttitutions are 
naturally difpofed to fuperttition; fuch was that of Voldemar . 
His piety confifted in exterior ads and expcnces, the load of 
which fell entirely upon his fubjeds; and indeed this is a 
fpecies of immoral piety, that favours more of vain-glory 
than of warm fentiments of true religion and the didates 
of a good heart. In no other view can we regard the pil¬ 
grimage he mad,e this year to Avignon , to vifit Innocent VI. 

4<t .K/hich coft the people an immenfe fum of money (A). 

On his return from Avignon , he made an expedition to 
Frifeland t to extinguifli fome fprrks of fedition that had broke 
out in that country ; but the inhabitants havipg, rc^urfe to 
Applications, he contented himfelf -with punifl^jng a few of 
the ringleaders, by fining them in certain fums of money 
and carrying off hoftages. 

A general Next he called a general affcmbly of the ttates at Neo- 

diet ajjim - burg, at which affifted the duke and bifhop of Slrfwick. Here 
he publicly declared a general pardon to all his fubjeds guilty 
of treafon, or other offences againtt the crown, and drew up 
an inttrumenc to this purpofe, which the bifhop of Ripen read 

(A) Pcntanur, led by fome therefore, that Innocent VI. was 
Valle authority, fays, that this then at the head of the church, 
vifit was made to Urban V. if it be true, as all the Danijh 
The year is the fame, and yet hiftorians affert, that this pil- 
Urban was not 'raifed to the .primage was made in the year 
dignity of pope till eight years 1354. (1). 
after. It follows ncccilarily, 
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in the diet. It contained in fubftance, that his people • 

SiftrJ heiiceforward enjoy the full exertion of all the privi- # 
leSles and immunities conferred on them by his anceftors, 
fend particularly by Valdemar II. that a general amnefly Ihould 
w granted of what was paifed j that his majelly Ihould take 
care to prote&thenrogainft all their enemies; that all thqfe 
k~V.:y of capital crimes, fuch as murder* theft, f Je. Ihould 
ob',.:;,-pardon, on making fatisfa&ion to the injured, at leaft 
a:^v '/$ lay in their power, in the manner mod agtecable 
'to vie laws of the country 5 that no fubjedt, whether layman 
*or ccdefiaftic, Ihould be conftrained to part with his goods 
and chattels to religious purpofes ; that no ohe be fullered 
1 % feize on the effedls of an ecclefuftic who has died with¬ 
out heirs, but that they be left to the king's difpofal* or to 
the .fociety to which they belonged ; laftly, that a general 
diet be fummoned yearly, according to the antient cuflom 
of the realm, at Neoburg, about the feilival of St. John. 

Thefe regulations were plaufible and pleating ; but we Ihall 
ftp in the fcquel how they were obferved. 

This diet was fucceeded by an interview between the kings Nterd^ 
of Denmark and Sweden at HeIJinburg. Pohtanus indeed re- between 
lates, that it was only a congrefs compofed of deputies, three Peking* 
Whops being fent with an archbilhop from each fide to end 
the differences between the two crowns. The firft point 
handled was the reftiiution of Scbsnen , up<?n which the n * 

deputies had inftrudions to infill. It was urged, that the* 
earl of IVagria had no right s to difpofc of a province, of which 
Ije v/os only the fimple mortgagee'; and that the inhabitants 

fS^xcjt-weftr'guilty, of rebellion* in acknowledging the 
lovereigntf of Magnuu They then proved, that neither 
North nor SouthrHjtiand had ever been mortgaged,; but only 
made over during pleafure, under the title of a government. 

Thefe two important points occafioned fo many difficulties, 
which unavoidably rofe from the nature of the fubjedt, that 
his Swedijh maiefty requelled Voldemar to come in perfon to 
HeIJinburg. He accordingly went, and now it was that the 
kings met; but without the propofed effedt: for, after feveral 
warm debates, the congrefs broke up, leaving all the diffe¬ 
rences juft as they found them. 

Another conference was appointed about the fame time, 
to which were invited the German princes, to regulate certain 
commercial affairs. The princes and fea-pftrts fcrft deputies; 
but Valdemar propofed attending in perfon, and was preparing 
for his journey to Lubec, when he was given to underftand, by 
the diqt, that no more than an efcorte of an hundred peribns 
would *05 allowed him. Valdemar lov<d*poropj and thinking 
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iiich a retinue insufficient to appear with regal magnifi^eftce^K 
he poftponed his journey, and appointed deputies . f *1^1/ ' 
Laying afide for a time the care of foreign affairs, Vfide-, 
mar applied himfelf to the administration of juftice. lie prd£ 
Tided in perfon af. the tribunals, and punifhed a great number' 
of ufurpers, who had violently pd\TefTe& themfclves of eftates, 
during the civil wars immediately preceding his acceffibn. 
Thcfe lands he returned to the legitimate owners; or* if no 
lawful heirs could be found, annexed them to the crowfw^e 
fummoned before him one Nicholas Rond, of the ortfer. Ob 
knights, accufed of feditious expreffions againft the govern¬ 
ment, and difrcfpe&ful language towards the king's perfon. 
Rond difobeyed the fummons, and made fo flout a refiftarvse, 
that thofe who were fent to bring him by force, were con- 
flrained to put him to death \ « 

The king held this head-cotrt at Ripen ; whence he palled 
to Helfmburg, where Magnus of Sweden demanded another 
interview. From thence he proceeded to Wrongfterp, at 
which place he held a diet, and palled an edi£t, whereby #11 
fines on criminal a&ions were doubled. At length he re¬ 
turned to Rofchild, where he received advice that the duke of 
Slefwick and Bennet Aldfeldt bad determined to decide their 
quarrel by arms. Vildemar , out of refentment to the duke 


for his late conduct, fent fupplics to Aldfeldt, by means of 
yvjiich he became matter of the fortrefs of Trankiar, and ra¬ 
vaged a great part of the duke's country, particularly the ifland 
of Langfand. TTie duke flew to,the relief of his people: he 
landed a Strong body of troops; but was forced to ab&ridon 
the ifland, on finding the king in pqrfon at 'th 1 e*hVd of. sm¬ 
army to oppofe him. Thus Voldemar became maftlr of Lang- 
land-, but he again ceded it to the duke, r in tonfequence of a 
negotiation fet on foot. 


An ambaf- This year arrived from France a magnificent embafly. 
Jy from John II. propofed a double marriage between the children of 

France, the two kings, and Valdemar inftantly difpatched ambafladors 

to France with fimiiar inftru&ions; but John being at that 
time made prifoner by the Englijh , and conduded to London, 
the treaty was brought to no conclufion. To this fucceedcd 
advices from Sweden , which gave the king uneafiflefs. Al¬ 
though the civil wars in that country were terminated by 
the partition of power made between Magnus and his fon 
Eric ; yet Bookal Folk, a Danijh lord, fent by Valdemar to 
Schcmn, with certain insinuations for Magnus, was arrefled 
on the road by Eric’s order. Joannes Goibus, a Swedijh hrf- 
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riJttJ aligns the following motives for Erie's conduct. 
Blanche* wife to Magnus* was no lefs fond of Bonnet 
IvAffllh than \ her husband. He was the prime favourite of 
»th; and tfte queen defpairiog to fee Magnus rein Rated in 
tftfone, negle&ed nothing to preferve the fortune of this 
minion. Sh? rpade \ fecret offer to king yaldemar of the 
province of Scbonen , fVbvidcd he wouid confirm to Algoth thfc 
late^tfivcftiture and tiil^ granted by Magnus ; and the king, 
ear^ to Reunite fo fine a province to his crown, liftened to 
' iuit oVdttures. Erie had intelligence of this fecret correfpon- 
cfericc, and gave inftru&ions for arrefting Folk. 

According to the Danijl) hiftorians, Valdemar was fo en¬ 
raged at the infult committed on his agent, that he inftantly 
began to levy folRiers. He was prevented however from pui- 
fuing his revenge, by the rigour of the approaching winter, 
and by a itvolt that broke ou% in Jutland. His whole atten¬ 
tion was required to appeafe this tumult. Great diligence 
was ufed, and it fucceeded ; certain lords having engaged 
to # prevail on the king to fummon a diet at Callenburg , for 
the redrefs of the people’s grievances. This accordingly was 
done on the twenty-fifth of March following* 

But the facility with which Faldemar had hitherto quafhed 
•all feeds of rebellion, made him the more cajclefs about re* 
moving the caufe. This appeared from his behaviour im¬ 
mediately after the above diet j for he impofed a heavy tax 
upon all the inhabitants of Jutland without diftin&ion, 
bably as a punifhment for their late offence. It was to the 
lafbdegree unfeafonablc ariu impolitic, thus to irritate the 
.jpmds ofjthw -faajjle fo lately in rebellion. The duke of 
Slcjwuk shd princes "of Holflcin joined in the clamours 
againft this conduct and Simulated the nobility of Jutland 
to take up arms. Yet after all, this was only a collateral Jutland 
inducement to the people to revolt; the principal and origi - r£!V0 " t ‘ 
nal caufe of their conduct being founded on a particular 
quarrel between certain natives of lloljlein and the family of 
Himniken-Ltmbek , whom Cunigunde , widow to Eric duke of 
SUfwick* protected. The princes of Jhl/lein took part with 
their own fubje&s, entered the dutchy of SUfwick , and made 
themfelvfs mafteis of the cities of Tunderen and Haderflalen . 

Both fides folicited th« Jutland nobility for afliftance, and the 
princes prevailed j but king Taldemar , whofe intereft it was 
that thefe towns fhould not remain in the bawds of the princes, 
levied troops and drove them out of the dutchy. Thus the 
Jutlanders were engaged againfl their own fovereign, and by 
thebymdeavours the Hcljleiners again got pofieflion of their 
conqplfts in the dutchy. V aidemar Aim Randcijcn befieged 
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* an<) taken within view of his artnv, without being a&l to 
v xclirve the garrifon. He afterwards gave battle 'Ito the'iste*- 
rny, and was defeated. Fluflicd with victory, Ahey palled 
over to Fionia, where they took by a (fault the' ftrong ^towrj 
of O.lenfce , and laid fiege to Gamberg, another ftrong hplfl 
in, its neighbourhood. * 0 f * - 

A aide- VAIDE MAR was not difeouragedr by thefe difgrdce's; 

n:a x's frt- ra thcr exerted all his ability to wipe them p(F. . Troops 

were levied, and feyeral fufpedled lords put under an *ar^}. 
toju, ,ue A mon a; others, Peter Laurentius, his brother John, farpes 
Oulr,f\oti y and his brother Glaus were fecured. Some he re¬ 
leased at a htph random, after depriving them of the meant 
of injuring him; but thefe four were not only imprifon«J, 
but their tftates confifcatcd, and places given to perfons ol 
approved aftedlion and fidelity. Though the feafon wac fat 
advanced, he marched boldly td the relief of Gamberg. ,On 
his arrival he created a great number of nobility, the more 
ftrongly to engage their affe&ion, and draw forth their cou¬ 
rage on fo important an occafion. As foon as he perceived 
•' his officers eager to engage, he gave the fignal, and led his 
*The Tut- arm y 0,1 wuh fuch fury, that the Holjleincrs and malcontents, 
landers unable to refill his itrpetuofuy^ broke up the fiege and re- 
drfeated. l ' re ^ Precipitately with great lols. All their officers of dif- 
tin&ion were killed or taken. John of Holfltin was left dead 
pn^ths field j and his brother Nicholas, after lofing an eye, 
(FTf into the hands of the Danes , who were bringing him 
prifone/ to the kirfg, when his bipther Henry flew to his re¬ 
lief, attacked the party, and procured his libert y. In cdfi’fe- 
quence of this important victoryall the garliftjns ^Qpjrieif; 
to the princes in Fionia , furrendcred tc-the king, 5 hd he im¬ 
mediately gave orders for razing Gamberg*to *the ground, in 
order to reinforce his army with the garrifon a . 

From hence he pafled into Zealand, laden with plunder: 
and here he received advice from his emiflaries, that a great 
number of the Holjlein nobility were invited to attend the 
Lift obfequies of Ber.net Aldfcldt's wife, who died in Fionia. 
Thither he pafled fo fccretly and fuddenly, that he feized 
upon many perfons of the firft rank, whom he carried pri- 
loners into Zealand. '* 

A j). This year was ufhered in with a rumour that the king 
»35 8 - S Me d fn an( l duke of Mecklenburg were preparing to declare 
war againft Denmark. Though no certain advices had been 
received of their intentions, Voldemar ordered his army into 
the field, in the depth of winter. He alfo fent orders to all 
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s^begflifcrnois of towns and cattles, to put the foitifications 
‘^r 3 ^o^rrifon*’iii the beft ftate of defence. Next he reviewed 
k ,'s troops at am| augmented them confulcrably, tak- 

w^jfcevqpr precaution th^t was neceflary to guard ag.rinft an 
’ tfnrofion. It is remhdcable, however, that a iji.umrne power 
like 'Denmark • fhouldSpot Ifave confided more in a ilrong 
fleet,*'and committed nfle care of her coafts to a well ap-* 
( pointed navy; yet we h<*%r of no other naval preparations made 
on rftj* oi&afion, than taking up a few tranfporrs, on board 
> J*r # whicff he embarked a part of his army for Langland . Here 
he took the important fortrefs of Trankiar , and in a fliort 
time fubdued all the other places on the ifland that had 


not 


acknowledge 
l&utention to 



fovercignty. Fiowi hence he let fail with 
Je Heingavd ; but moil of his fleet being 
ftifpcrfcd, and feparated horn him in a thick fog, he relin- 
quilhcd the*defign. • 

“Strengthened before the fpring with frclh levies, he Valde 
again.put to fea, and attempted the reduction of Aljen . 
1/anSurg had already furrendered, after a ficgeof three days; r ^‘on\ 
Sonderberg was likely to make but a faint reliftancc : in a 
word, the whole ifland muft have funk under the weight of 
bis vi&orious arm, had not Rigitz dutchefs of SUfiv'nk taken 
th^ prudent rcfolution of fuing to her foverejgn for peace. 

She came in perfon to his majefty, who was fo charmed with 
her eloquence and addrefs, that he freely gtanted her all his 
conquefts in Alfen t on condition that fhe would hatbour 
countenance none of his encmjes, and that the duke her huf- 
b.mcTffiould come attended by no more than twenty fervants, 

^ Ifrdy/lav no-longo ihajL jfirce <^ys at his court. 

VALDEMARdz libgjjality was certainly the caufe of the 
duke’s vifit a fliort time after. That prince defired permif- 
flon to wait on his majefty, which was granted. *He made 
feveral overtures for accommodating all their differences j 
but they were rejected at the perfuafion of certain courtiers, 
who were violently prejudiced againft the duke. After his de* 
parturc the king fet fail for the ifland of Fern even, where the 
inhabitants were well provided to receive him, having had 
fome previous intimation of his defign. They endeavoured 
to oppofe bis landing; but were rcpuKed and forced to give 
way to fuperior force. • After lofing a great number of their 
men in feveral Ikirmifhes, they fubmitted to pay a tribute of 
four thoufand marks in filver. On his rettfrn Vatdemar ex¬ 
acted ^contributions on feveral cities oiSUJwick , and laid wade 
all the country round, that had refufed to comply with his 
dem%yl. Some of his fhips had orders to plunder the neigh- 
boinMbi of IVifrnar, which the feamenExecuted with great 
/r S 4 alacrity 
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alacrity and fuccets; but being detained in port by^dmfc^ 
winds, the peafants affembled and attacked thjt crewi^firatr 
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great fury. Perceiving that all their endeavou/s were 
by the courage of the Danes , they fuled fey'sTal fmall boi 
with combuftibles, which they fern tfi\h 4 fair wind ifito mu, 
middle of the "king’s fquadron. Th? terror and dread of 
fire effe£ted what all the power of Mfifmar could no; ■, for 
the feamcn immediately threw down^yheir arms, and fuffered 
themfelves to be conducted prifopers to the city, a.vd a.tjpng 
them their admiral JernJZeg, the great favourite wf Vai* 
demar. 

This expedition being ended the king pailed into Zea¬ 
land , where r ne lived but a fhort time at his ea^fc. when adj/ice 
was received that the duke of Mecklenburg nv^uicated to invade 
the ifland. The report was true ; but the duke hearing that 
Valdemar was provided with a numerous fquadron', and well- 
appointed garrifons, relinquifhcd his dcflgn, and folicited the 
duke of Stetin to mediate a peace between him and his allies 
the princes of Holjlein and the king. Bornim of Stetin yn- 
dertook the bufmefs and fucceeded. He prevailed on Volde¬ 
mar to come tp Stralfund , in order the more commodioufly 
to negotiate the peace. Here the parties met, each accom¬ 
panied by numerous trains of nobility, who greatly affifted hi 
concluding th£ir differences. It was ftipulated, that the king 
fliould henceforward live in peace with the allied princes, 
yy ho engaged a mutual friendfliip among themfelves; and thai 
the priibncis onfall fides fhould be fet at liberty. They like- 
wife took under consideration *fhe difturbances of Jutland 
and it was agreed, that the ^nobility aij^ -aommpns fh oi i U 
fend deputies to the king at Neobur to finifh \hejTdfittep 
ences amicably. tl * w .. 

Diet at A peace being figned, and writs iffued for convoking th< 
Neoburg, diet, his majefty put to fea; but inftead of proceeding t< 
Neoburg he fleered for Zealand , contenting himfelf with fend 
ing his fon and certain fenators to treat with the Jutland de 
puties at the diet, and referving to himfelf the ultimate decifioi 
of that affair. This induced the deputies to demand a faf 
condu/f to attend the king at Stagel ; but the terms on whicl 
the paffports were granted, appeared fo infolent, and couche 
in words fo imperious, that nothing war concluded, and the 
departed more incenfed than ever again ft Valdemar. Sooi 
after, however, 3, truce was granted, and the negotiation re 
newed. c ! 

From Stagel the king went to Rofchlld , where he expe£lc 
to have met the king and queen ot Sweden , to put ti}£*la. 
band to the affair oi^Sfboncu. On his arrival he fcu£..OK' 
5 
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J»ad*fcht an apology, Magnus having always cxprefled great » 
•L^willingnefs to part with that province. * 

It was about this time that three of the Jutland nobility, Three Jut- 
kgaen of the Nwft qua.ity, were affaffinatcd on their return land no- 
*ru»me. The fufpitionl’ay upon the king, as if it had been bkmtn of- 
done by his ord*r; yvt was St never clearly proved, and man yfajtnated. 
reaiuris concurred to tender it probable that this horrid action 
was committed by fomq fecret enemy to them, or at lead to 
thr .fcingt, who fell upon this method of rendering him odious. 

•v Ab«ut the beginning of the enfuing year, the brothers A. I). 
Barntrims and IVratiJlaus obtained the inveftiture of -Rugen * 359 * 
from the king, for which they did 'homage, promifing him 
lik&wife the^moft conftant fidelity, and certain auxiliary 
troops' and iufbours againft all his enemies. This renders 
it probable, that Cbrijlopher had not mortgaged the ifland of 
Rugen, but only that part of Pomerania called Pomerania - 
Cijmarina. 

It was this year that queen Blanche prevailed on Magnus 
tq vifit Voldemar at Copenhagen (A), the ifi’ue of which inter¬ 
view was the ceremony of betrothing the princefs Margaret , N 
third daughter to Valdemar, to the king of Norway. On this 
occafion the affair of Schonen was again brought on the car- 
* pet; for this was one of the circumftances which produced 
a frefh quarrel between Magnus and his fon Eric. The pre¬ 
text which they publifhed was in fad tocf trivial to occafion a 
war; for it appeared that Magnus complained of the infiS 1 
bitants of Schonen 1 s expfeffing a ftronger attachment to their 
duke than to him, who was their king. In fad, this ap- Schonen 
roach in g, rupU»c'v^as one great motive for his vifit to Den-given up 
mark , wlfere he folicped Voldemar’s abidance againft his fon, by Mag- 
promifing him 4 n «fturn the full reftitution of Helfmhurg andnus. 
Schonen. It was an overture which Voldemar could notrefift; 
he had long panted after this province, and now found it 
voluntarily offered. Not to lofe the favourable minute, he 
pafled fuddenly with an army into Schonen , feized upon feve- 
ral fortrefies, and among other places made himfelf mafter 
of Solliczfburg ; but provifions failing he returned to Zealand, 
carrying along with him prifoner a nobleman of rank called 
Peter Ido a. 


(A) Meurjtui is certainly mif- 
taken in giving this city the 
appellation of Copenhagen at fo 
eaJy a period ; for at this time 
it^as called llajf 'nia , and did 


not obtain the other name till 
many yearn after,, as we have 
remarked in the general account 
of Denmark. 
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VAL DE MA R. s progress in Schonett , and above alf^^he 


reproaches of his people for tamely fuffering a fair provinces 
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promifed matters with his (bn, and both agreed to drive the 
Danes out of Scboncn, which they foun*d no difficult taftt**in 
Val'lcmar'% abfence. In the treaty between the father and 
... ton, Magnus not only revoked the promife he gave^o #^»e 
^aidemar ^i* 1 ® of Denmark, refpe&ing the reflitution of Schonefo, but^ 
■^^r'iikewife renounced his alliance and the contra# of mairiage 
male between^the princefs Margaret and the king of Nor¬ 
way. Nay, they farther agreed to marry the Norwegian mo¬ 
narch to the prineefs Elizabeth , filler to the dhtces of Hoijieirt. 
It was added, that if king Magnus (hould violate the cow*' 
tions of this treaty, his fubjc&sdhould be abfolvcd (tom their 
allegiance. However, the death of Eric , which intervened, 
wiought a total alteration in thefe mcafurcs. 

In the mean time a variety of crofs circumftances concur* 
red to prevent Valdcmar's return to Sihonen. The afiaffina- 
tion of the three deputies made a great noife; the fufpicion 
lay upon him : it rendered his character defpicablc, and he 
found it abfolut^jy necciiiiry to vindicate his innocence, and 
bting the whole affair to light. His enemies were already 
numerous among hfs own fubjuSts, and this greatly aug- 
Valdcmar ».«ffted the number of diLffcifted in Jutland . His firft ftep 
Purges was jo affirm publicly, on oath, # before Canute , fon to one 
bimjelf by Q f the murdered deputies, that the crime was committed with- 
p atbof an QM ^: s criers, cor.fent, and ki^jwledgqv/"He next vowejl l* 
eccufat/o/i to u f c a ji poffible endci^ours-te'difeovi^ the criminals, and"* 
^treat them with all the rigour that u pored majefty, as 
well as the heinoufnefs of the offence, reqaired or would al¬ 
low. Duke Chtifhphcr likewife engaged to regard Canute 
as his brother, and every poffible means was ufed to oblite¬ 
rate his refentment, and remove all fufpicion from the king. 
Gained over by thefe aflurances, Canute promifed, on his 
part, to ufe all his endeavours to bring the nobility and 
people of Jutland to a right fenfe of their duty and obedience 
to the king. . « 

VALDEMAR. found it more difficult toperfuade the father 
oiUffon Stigoty another of the alfaflinated deputies, of his 
innocence. This nobleman had other caufcs of difeontent, 
and ufed this pretext to purfue the di&ates of his refentmeift, 
and fpirit up the Jutlanders to revolt. Finding him inexor¬ 
able, the king took different meafures. He confifcated Mb y 
etiate in Ziatend, and Indexed it to the crown, redu i}® ' 

Stigfo \ 
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Z 8 tigof& the neceffiry if living upon the finall fortune he . 
^oflefled in Jutland . > . 

i Thus begun 4 he troubles in Jutland, which diverted the Origi.rif 
from purfuing the conqueft of Scbtnen. Under pre- y 

* .evte public feflWls^he Jutlanders covered fecret con- , ”J u “ an “* 
ferences they jield wrai feveral neighbouring princes, whom 
they engaged, to fupport^hem-: among thefe were the piincei* 
of Holjlein and the duke pf Mecklenburg. The latter equip, 
ped ^.fquQdron, embarked fome land forces, and failed for 


? FimiajRm which he made a defeent. His fuccefs was equal 
to* tire terror which fo fuddert an invafion occafioned; for af- 
"ter taking a number of towns, and ruining almoft all the 
vilT^Iggs, he rationed accompanied by a variety of prifoners 
of diltmSlionfwnSm he kept as hoftages to l'ecure the fub- 
miflian of the inhabitants. 


Nor wsfc Jutland in morei tranquility. The king and 
many of the inhabitants were difpofed to pacific mcafures; 
but a number of courtiers reprefented to his majefty, that it 
wopld redound more to his glory if he reduced the malcon¬ 
tents by force of arms : belides, this was the lead punifli- 
ment the nature of their offence merited. • On the other 
hand, there were not wanting a number of feditious perfons 
in Jutland , who reprefented to the people their deplorable 
ilcuation, exaggerated every falfe meafure of the court, and 
encouraged them to hazard all rather than furrender their 
liberties. 


In this manner it was that both Tides weae determined to 
decide their differences by thd fword. Valdemar detached be¬ 
fore; him a.body o(\trqops, who without waiting for a rein¬ 
forcement b€gan the iiejjb of hu^it was not long 

before they fufferad ^reward of their temerity. The be- 
fieged made fo brifk a Tally, that after great (laughter they 
put the whole body of Danes to flight: however, as they 
were Toon joined by a frelh fupply ot troops from the king, 
they found themfelves in a condition to attempt feveral other 
fortrefles, fome of which they carried fword in hand. 

This was the iflue of the Jutland expedition, the ill 
fuccefs of which it pleafed Providence to augment by 
other unexpected misfortunes. Peter JemJkeg , made prifoner 
by the inhabitants of Wifmar , had indeed recovered his liberty, 
to the^reat joy of Voldemar j a circumftance which the king 
valudfabove the conqueft of the whole pwvince. He was 
trulyTan experienced officer and faithful fubje&, and bis 
majefty much wanted the good offices of fuch a fervant, as 
iJ9w\yv°lts every day appeared in different quarters of his do- 
mrfTiW:; but Calf Erlcmd , governor of J\jp*n 7 had furrendered 
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r that city to the princes of Holjlein , receiving from thetas the^ 
■ x price of his fidelity, the inveftiture of two governments^ 
Moreover, the inhabitants no fooner perceived the king’s#, 
troops embarked for Zealand, thanijicy drove his garritb*\* 
out of the towns he pofteffcd. To 'dnfyptf fubjoined inotlro' 
misfortune j his fleet was overtaken in.'- ftorgn,, in which'one 
bf the (hips with her whole crew peri *ned. 

VOLDEMAR, on his return to Zealand, fays Pont anus, 
created his fon Chrijlopber , duke of t.aalaih If *: he* re jt ap¬ 
pears that the king made this expedition in perfon, t$«.^gh na-4 
hiftorian directly affirms it. The young prince, on taking 
poffeffion of his new dignity, conferred feveral privileges on * 
the clergy, the better to gain their affections, the ftroir^ft 
tye by which he could bind the inclinatia^I^oV th- people. 
v ., After this he accompanied his father, who pafled with apow 
enters m&T cr ^ arm y Schonen , with a rffolution to efteCt th; final con- 

Schonen 9 ue ^ ^at P rOV ‘ nce : a meaiure that muft appear extraor¬ 
dinary, if we refleCt on the fituation in which he left Jut¬ 
land. Helftnburgw&s clotely befieged, and the attack pulhed 
with fuch vigour, that Magnus, who came to its relief, de- 
fpairing of fucccfs, embraced that opportunity of reconciling 
himfelf to Voldemar. He offered not only to put him in pof- 
feflion of Heljjinburg, but to rcltore the reft of the province* 
on condition that the ancient treaty fhould be renewed; that 
the two crowns fnould mutually aifilt each other upon all occa- 
•fions; and that the contrail between the princefs Margaret 
and the king of -i Norway fliould again be figned. His propo- 
fals were accepted ; and both parties having confirmed* the 
agreement by oath, l ’aldemar made his public entry into licl- 
Jinburg , and rec^ut<d n ,.... "’!Jinneet^t the jnhau Cants. He 
next proceeded to reduce all the towns . caftles in poffeifion 
of the nobility of the province, who refufed to acknowledge 
his fovereignty i and at length fuccecded by threats, promiies, 
and force. 

This expedition was followed by a peace. The duke of 
Mecklenburg, and cities of Pomerania , made peace feparately 
with Voldemar, to which all who had any differences with 
the king, were invited to accede. Erland Caff accepted the 
invitation, made his peace with the king, and broyght over 
with him not only the town of Ripen, hut the two prefe&ures 
given him by the princes of Hcljlein ; upon which th^ king 
pleafantly obfervoJ, that the furnatnc Calff fhould nefv be 
given to the prince of Hdjlein, tor fuft’ering himfelf fp be 
thus outwitted. He likewtfc told the perfon who firft brofy^ht 
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tfitai me news, “ A y, try caff was ft rayed, but my cow is re- 
^ turned, and that cow*has produced two calvesa joke, 
fthat is wholly loft in she tranflation, and indeed but very 
C^drffcrcnt in the origins. 

X Vr was fpecified ii? ilhe , 'T0hg , s writs that jhi$ diet was to 
mee? at Neobutg : how it ctfne to be tranflated to Callenburgy 
we know not; but here* the Rang met the dukes of Laaland * 
SUfivick , and the deputies of Holjiein. It was unanimoully 
determine, that the laws and conftitutions of the realm, as 
.nodcl^f by Valdemar II. Ihould be reftored to their former 
vfgour. That the duke of Ciefwick, his children, heirs, and 
**ftd)icfts, ihould enjoy the fame rights and privileges as their 
an&'ftors. Thrvt the rights of the clergy ihould be put on the 
^ anticmNtjSfiSg, and preferved in their full extent. That the 
biihops fhould be obliged to fubferibe to thefe articles, 
in order to be entitled to the. benefit of the laws. That 
all the fubjefts of Denmark , protected by her laws, ihould 
fubferibe to fupport them. That the knights, gentlemen, 
burghers, and peafants, ihould be maintained in all their privi¬ 
leges. That the diet of theftates, which, according to law, 
ought to be held at Neoburg , ihould, for thenhree following 
years, be held at Callenburg ; after which time it ihould be 
tnaiflatcd to Neoburg. Laftly, that whoever ihould prefume to 
aft otherwife than he is direfted by the laws, ihould be puniih- 
cd with their utmoft rigour, and fuffer all* the penalties ex- 
prefted in them. % 

It was foon after this digt, that his majefty was pleafed 
tb exempt the citizens of Lunden and Malmogen , from all du¬ 
ties and impofts in all ,fhe ports of Denmark. After this he 
endeavoured, with gain the intirc 

pofleffion of Scbontn *ju Bfeking. He had reftored to him the 
original contraft with the earl of JVagria , and the aft whereby 
the inhabitants put themfelves under the Swedijh govern¬ 
ment a . 

On the other hand the Swedes, murmured at their king'3 
proceedings, and the facility with which he furrendered fofine 
a province. In derifion they gave him the furname o fSmeek 9 
becaufe he laid himielf fo open to the fmooth adulation 
of Faldemar, who knew how to make his advantage of this 
dtfpofition. It muft £»e owned, that inftances of fuch mode- 
ratiot^are uncommon. Princes are generally moll tenacious 
of »fleffions they have unjuftly ufurped, 'Ad few there are 
but would chufe rather to extend their dominions than their 
remftation, as all their virtues are weighed in the fcale of 
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power. Magnus did no more thanLftrid juftice required; srfttl 
were the Swedifh hiftorians impartial, they Would have de¬ 
claimed with lefs violence againff the eafy temper of thy? 
king. When firft he promifed relqtution of Scbonen , 
to engage the alliance of Valdes.^rt^i pft his fon ; and vnffen 
he performedT his promife, it v^as only furrendering volunta¬ 
rily what he found he could n>/i maintain by arms.. Thus, 
on whatever fide we view the tranfaiSlion, the rettitution of 
Scbonen feemed to be neccflary, and it certainly. w^S equi¬ 
table. q. ' 

Notwithstanding the harmony between Valden.ctr and 
1361] Magnus f it was not long before the two kingdoms came to S 
Rupture rupture. Magnus had refolved to punifh his fubjeds fjyt'rai- 
fing his fon Eric to the throne ; and likeawft/' i«j out of 
their power again to divide the fovereign authority. For fV is 
purpofe he fiudied to render, himfelf abfoiute, by abolifhing 
the fenatc. His fubjeds, jealous of their liberties, watched 
all his motions, and prepared to fap his projeds j particularly 
the inhabitants of the iflands of Gothland and Oeland , who, 
puffed up with riches, defpil'ed the empty title of king. In 
1 this perplexity .Magnus engaged his ally, the king of Denmark , 

to take arms to chaftife his infolent fubjeds. This was the 
real caufe of the rupture, which made Sweden, for a number of 
years, the theatre of blood, tumult, and all the horrors of a 
dornettic and foreign war ; though fome writers fcruple not to 
^affirm, it had its rn'rth from delaying the marriage between 
the princefs Margaret and the king of Norway. 

VALDEMAR begun his operations by ravaging the ifle ©f 
Oeland , where he cut in piece f s fifteen hundred of the inhabi¬ 
tants who oppofed^h]^' ^ made a decent on the 

ifland of Gothland, and engigfcd the finy in three different 
twttles, which cod them the lives t>f near two thaufand 
men. Thefc advantages having rendered him matter of the 
open country, he approached the fortified towns, and particu¬ 
larly JViJby , capital of the ifland, with intention to invett it; 
but the inhabitants, intimidated by the prefence of an army, 
flufhed with repeated victory, opened their gates, and offered 
honourable propofals. Voldemar giving no ear to them, or- 
Wifbv dered a part of the walls to be demolifhed, made his^army en- 
plundcred. ler by tb* breach, pillaged the immenfeevealth of the city, and 
embarked with the richeft booty, that had for many yes^s been 
brought into Denmark. One of his fhips, laden withhold 
and lilver veflels, and all the rich ornaments of the cathedral 1 , 
was fhipwrecked on the ifland of Carlfen. Pont anus rentes, 
that before Voldemar's departure, from IVijby, he entered jpntp 
* HA alliancjwith the 4 iq ubitaots, whom he confirmed,® ajj 
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Jjhcij privileges j bfit this probably relate? to another voyage 
which he made thithcrjj Among other immunities he grant* 
ed them the fame freedom of trade in his ports as the fub- 
jc^s of Denmark, fuffmng them like wife to coin money, a 
‘j^ivilege which had h^n^Ogpifld them by their natural fove- 
reigns. 1 

As fome bf the merchants of thofe maritime towns, which The hanft 
now began to take the appefyition of hanft) had been treated town de- 
with the fame rigour as the citizens of Wifiy^ they determined dart war 
to fetk, {heir revenge. Their firft ftep was to feize upon ail on Valdc- 
*he Dtinijh (hips in their ports, and to confifcate the effedls of mar. 
the Danijh merchants; after which they declared open war 
Voon the kings. Such was their policy, that they drew into 
the! - aUjgBflf*^ e.k’mg of Norway , the dukes of Mecklenburg 
and lloffieiri) with feveral other princes, to whom they gave 
tlte^comnjand of their fquadror.s. The regency of Luba 
armed a fquadron at its own ekpence, of which John Witten- 
burg their conful was appointed admiral. 

Matters being thus difpofed, the allies put to fea, at¬ 
tacked Haffnia , took the citadel, and plundered the city. 

Thence they fleered for Helfmburg t which they befieged with 
' great vigour; but while the land-force9 wdre employed in 
carrying on their approaches, Vahlemar attacked the fquadron 
'of LitheC) took fix lhips, burnt feveral others,-and forced the 
enemy to raife the fiege. Crantzius alledges, that the Danijh 
fleet was commanded by Cbrijbpber, who* received a wound 
in the engagement, while the king his father put himfelf at * 

the head of a numerous land.-army (A). TAe regency of Lu - . . 

*bet were lo inccnfed at this defeat, that, accufing the admiral 156.% 
of negledt of duty, thev ordered his head to be llruck off. 

■ HENRY of his troops 

fuflaincd before HeljtXburg , laid fiege to Wardenburg ; but with 
no better fuccefs j for the garrifon made fo furious a.fally, that 
he was compelled to break up the fiege, with prodigious lofs. 

This be did on condition that the governor would fet his pri- 
foners at liberty; but receiving a reinforcement, he broke the 
capitulation, returned to the fiege, and puflied it with re¬ 
doubled vigour. His conduct irritated the governor fo much, 

that he determined on his revenge. Feigning that he wa* 

. • 

(A) .To the confeqflencc of writer takes any notice of hi* 
this jfound Crantzius aferibes wound; and all affirm, that he 
the (path of Chriftopher, which died two yesfcs aftea at Hofnra, 
happened according to him of an ardent fever (1). 
about, this time : yet no Danijh 
, (i) Mnrf. I, iv, Ptr.tan* l, vlii, 
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t reduced to the laft extretaity, he defied &e duke, cyoul^ dei^jjj 
t feme officers, into whofe hands he might put the keys of the ' 
town he could no longer defend. J Henry, falling into the • 
fnare, fent feveral of his principal offers, whom the goiter 
nor committed to prifon, after hseQir «g fltft delivered tbfc keys 
to them, to avoid forfeiting his v»$"d. Stung w>h the fevc- 
rity of this rebuke of his own p.rfidy, Henry broke up the 
liege a fecond time, and retired. 

Peace con - Not long after peace was concluded j but we aV neither 
eluded. informed of the circumftances nor conditions. VVriu-s only 
relate, that the king of Denmark , the duke of AIeekler!btfrg, 
and his three fons, Henry , Albert , and Magnus, had an inter¬ 
view ; at which the king undertook to pay a thoufand ma^'S 
in lilver, which he had promifed for the pormn'ot ligh¬ 
ter Jngeburga ; to rcllore the ifle of Bornholm to the archn 
bilhop of Lundcn , on condition that the prelate would enter 
into no engagements contrary to the inicrell of the crown, 
and would put the iiland and all its fortrefles into the hands 
/ of Valdemar , or his fucccllors, whenever it ftiould be thought 
convenient for the fecurity of Denmark J . 

About the fame time a treaty was concluded between the 
king and the hanfe-towns ; to wit, Lubec , Stralfund , Grip/* 
wald , and Hamburg. Others fay it was only a truce, where¬ 
by the prifonefs on each fide were fet at liberty, and the mer¬ 
chants of either party allowed mutually to trade for a certain 
.tmrm of years, without molcitation. 

Ticking of We have fecit,, that the king of A envoy was contracted to 
Norway the princefs Margaret ; yet to oidige the Swcdifh nation, wfia 
breaks his infilled on his renouncing the alliance with Denmark, hecon- 
eugagt- fented to demand^yj^'V-iSiiiy’W V 1u»*-'ois Eliz&sath of Hol- 
ments to Jlein. Every ch"<*umitance feemed fa^nabU’ to the conclu- 
theprinerjs fj on ©f this alliance, as both the Swedes and lioljleiners were 
Margaret, equally defirous of it. Already Herman , the Swedijh ambaf- 
fador, had efpoufed the princels in the name of his mailer. 
She had been publicly declared the wife of Hacquin , and fa- 
luted queen of Norway. She was now embarked on the 
Trove to pafs over to Sweden ; but heaven difpofed events 
ocherwife, and prevented the eft’edls of all thefe laboured in¬ 
trigues. A violent ftorm drove the Ihip on the co&ft„of jDrrt- 
mark; Valdemar received the princefs <vith all the honours 
due to her rank; but Hill he kept her under a genthcon- 
(Iraint, until thfenuptiais of his daughter Margaret wii^ the 
king of Sweden were celebrated, which happened on ihepfirit 
Sunday after Rogation-day, in thf year 1365-6. k. 
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vrTflE puWkj Of confluent on this tranfa&ion was iflter- 
> * rupted by the death of dnrijlopber, and his mother the queen, 
both^pofteffed of the affections of the people j and the former 
«M^rinc<^of great and promiiu^g expectation. 

TpwARDtf the end of tits year a treaty was concluded be¬ 
tween Denmmk and the # cit<' ! £s of Vandalia , the particulars o£ 
which are not very material teethe defign of our hillory. Fo¬ 
reign authqrs likewife take notice of a journey to Ghent which 
Valdemarj\>nt formed this year, though we are not told what 
wgr^hj* motives. Here, it is faid, he was met by Lufignan 
king of Cyprus, who came to foiicit his aid again fl the Sara - 
?N(j. It n> remarkable that no Danijh hiilorian takes any no¬ 
tice vf this cneumftance, though they all relate an interview 
•nEc had'“the following year with the emperor Charles IV. at 
Fnmme. 

Earl ySh't of IVagria dying^his year, Voldemar concluded 
a treaty with his (on Adolphus, to'whom hcceded-thc ifland 
Femeren , on the fame conditions his father had held it. A few 
daises however were added, prohibiting Adolphus from inter¬ 
fering ill the difputc between Denmark , Holjlein , Sweden , 
and Norway , about the marriage of the prirfcefs Margaret, 
It was likewife fubjoined, that the king (hould aCt in quality 
of flmpire, (hould any differences arife betweenathe dukes of 
Saxony , Mecklenburg , Stet 'tn , and bifhop Canute , who, in their 
turn, (hould decide any future difputes between the king and 
the earl. 


m 
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This treaty was fucceeded J?y a renewal of the truce with Resolution 
the fcities of Vandalia ; for thefe cities being in league with of the 
* the hanfe-tovjps of Germany, c<j-it» plained, # like them, of the banfe-dtits 
violence committed on tYttt&n'c^liiCtckd&tyijby. They to declare 
alfo fent deputies tb tldf general allembly held by thefe towns ' vjar 0n 
at Cologne , to provide for the fecurity of their commerce. Valdemar. 
The final determination of this afTembly, at which the depu¬ 
ties of above eighty cities attended, was to declare war upon 
Denmark. At firft Valdemar defpifed fuch enemies, imagin¬ 
ing he had nothing to fear from the confederacy of fo many 
cities removed at fo great a diftance from each other, and 
fwayed by particular and contrary interefls ; yet the event pre¬ 
vented hjrfemaining long in his error, and proved to what a 
height on power induftrf and commerce are capable of raifing 
the mc« infignificant corporations. The formidable fleet 
they equipped at Campon , and the ftrong fquadron Acted out 
at the feme time by the Vandal cities, evinced him of the dan¬ 
ger that impended, opened his eyes to their ftrength, and in¬ 
duced him to apply to the duke of Stetin to negotiate a peace, 
and make the firft overtures. * 1 
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Valdrmar BARN 1 AP s endeavours were rto^ fruitlefs*. *Hc 

eMi/nt matters with f'uch addrefs, that a ifcicc was concluded with* 
peace. the cities of Lubec, Rojlock , IVifmar, Stralfund , Gripfavalet, 
Colberg, Stetin , Anclam, and beginning with the reaflrf^ 
St. John this year, and continui^for thefpace pf three jears j 
/luring which time the merchants qn each fi& fhould trade 
freely ; purfue the herring ' nd other fifheries ; cultivate 
every branch of commerce as ufual on the high liras, and in 
each other’s ports ; mutually fend judges to ScboApr,* to de¬ 
cide all differences which fhouid happen to arife betheqn the 
fubje£b of each, excepting capital crimes. It was likewife 
ftipulated, that the prifoners on both Tides fhould be ie£ at 
liberty; and that if any of the cities included n^jlyf^rucc, 
fhould in the mean time take part with the enemies of Den 
mark) the reft fhould fend the ftipulated fuccours to thcrLifig; 
otherwife the truce fhould be void, and this contratft of no cf- 
fedt. A number of princes were named as guaranties of this 
truce, all of whom folemnly fealed it, lwcaring to the obfer- 
vance of the feveral articles. 

During this negotiation it was that Valdemar went to 
Prague, whither the emperor invited him, to honour by his 
prefence his nuptials with Elizabeth, daughter to the duke of 
Pomerania b f - While he refided at this court, the irruption 
of the Bavatians into Nuremberg and Stiria , furnifhed him 
with an opportunity of performing fignal fervices to the em- 
piie; in acknowledgment of which Charles ordered the fum 
of fixteen thouiand filver mark&tobc paid to the king of D**- 
mark, and the ufual tribute levied on the city of Lubec, to be 
mortgaged to hir^ uprjl ^ floyolete paymea^of the abov* 
fum. This^wieeu, was fio ta< 5 re>»l>an a confirmation of a 
deed made by Eric of Saxony fourteen’yeah before, when he 
received the inveftiturc of Brandenburg from his brother. 

A. D. VALDEMAR'* firft bufmefs, on returning from Germany , 

1365. was to ratify the truce concluded with the Vandal cities by the 
mediation of the duke of Stetin. But as the truce finally de¬ 
termined nothing, and the parties were at liberty to recom¬ 
mence hoftilities at the end of three years, it was refolved to 
convert it into a folid and durable peace, which was done 
without lofs of time. 

Magnus VALDEMAR'* abfcncc proved fatal to Magnus \ /or while 
«/■ Sweden was amu ^ n ? himfelf at the emperor’s court, the, Swedijh 
depofed. monarch 1 loft his crown; the people having e'edtedf in his 
room Albert, fecond fon to the duke of Mecklenburg, abd ne¬ 
phew to Magnus, in prejudice of the rights of Haccfr in of 
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\mrway, arid, Henry, tip elder brother of Albert* Magnus, 
however, was dill ackrliwlcdged king in a part of his doml- 
•nions : fevtfral lords of the firft quality followed his fortune, 
Wlgdnejrefolved to make vigorous efforts for the recovery of his 
throne. With this view ‘M folicited fuccoui* from Voldemar, Valdemaf 
and*his fon Macquin king < / Norway, The former fent hiij» ajjijh 
a body of auxiliaries, and tl.j latter marched at the head of Magnus* 
an army tp his father’s affiftance. AJagnus took the field, 
gave battle, was defeated, and conduced prifbner to Stctk- 
w/m^rvhejc he was confined for the fpade of feven years, and * 
at length delivered by his fon llacqnin. 

ALBERT, dreading left Voldemar i hould enj^ige as aprin- 
cip*’,in this quarrel, and join his forces to Hacquin' s to procure 
the q1u‘ king's liberty, let every engine at work to eftc& a peace 
’^b*Mi?en the two crowns, lie prjopofed, with the confent of Valdcmar 
the fen ate,* to yield in perpetuity to Valdcmar the ifland of' dc/erts 
Gothland , with the city of If'ijby, Verandia, Uindovia, Alar- Magnus, 
da, the fortrefs of Elburg , a moiety of ILlfmgia, with the 
territory of Hetfmlurg, excepting only La.I Jehus. This ccf schonen 
fion was made on condition that Vauicmar would leave Albert a} a rteotH . 
in the quiet pofleffion of the crown, and renounce a’l preten- pe n( t. 

(ions to the dutchy of Mecklenburg , the county of Schwerin , A. D. 

Irifl the lordfhip of Ro/lc:k, which were to rcnjpin whole and 1366. 
intire, unalienably in the family of Mecklenburg. By the fame 
treaty king Albert , the duke his father, and his brothers, con- 
fented that the fortrefs of IVardkrg (hould infeparably he an¬ 
nexed to the crown of Denmark, and the province of Holland, 
promifing never to give the Danes any difturbance on that ac¬ 
count. Thfly befides obliged |hemfclves not to fet Magnus at 
liberty, until he had rrhfeor utey .iau T-grc contracted ; 
nor to make peac£ wl^i Hacquin until he acceded to the grants 
fpecified in the above treaty, and gave fecurity tor performing 
his agreement. Albert moreover bound himfelf, both in his 
own and in the fenate and people of Sweden's name, to remain 
in perpetual amity with Voldemar and his heirs, fubmitting all 
differences, which in courfe of time might arife, to the arbi¬ 
tration of a certain number of the nobility of both kingdoms. 

Thus we fee Voldemar, like a true politician, profiting by the 
misfortMfe of a neighbouring king, the injuries done to his 
fon-in Jaw, and the Violences committed againft faith, the 
laws / nature and of nations# For the addition of fome in- 
conftperable territories to his dominions, ife falfifted his en¬ 
gagements to Ada gnus, relinquifhed the rights of his (on-in* 

Javqy contraded a ftrid friendship with an ufurper, and coun¬ 
tenanced a whole nation in the horrid crime of rebellion: but 
what will not ambition, and the luft Of lower, effeCt! 

.T 2 % I»f 
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y> jy" In confequcnce of this treaty, Bmttnark palled the follow-^ 
13I/7- »ng year in profound tranquillity. W either the people not 
neighbouring ftates murmured, ana Voldemar refigned-, his* 
whole attention to the regulation of domcftic affair^. ty*- 
this calm was of no long duratipc. In the ye-r 1668* the 
landers re- no t>i]i t y G f "Jutland revolted, anew fcduced a gre it part of the 
/Sr people to their intcrefl. This w/fuld, however, have given Vat~ 
trfulal™- dt mar but little trouble, had not the princes of Holjiein, in 
lionets. their u ^ ua ^ manner, taken up arms in behalf of th; rebels. 
Their example was followed by the Vandal cities, anu^p fqf- 
midable league formed, before Voldemar was fcarcc apprized 
of the indirection. They had mutually contracted to aftq*u 
the duke of SleJwick all manner of a IS fiance, a qd._th aiv.uone 
of the powers fhould make peace with Denmark , but by the^ 
joint confent of all. In the next place, the princes o 
Jlein engaged to the duke of blefivick to labour with all their 
power to re-eftablifh the nobility of Jutland in all the privi¬ 
leges which they ever enjoyed, and to maintain in full force 
the laws palled by Voldemar If. 

Aformid- Insensibly all the enemies of Voldemar acceded to thi* 
able league treaty. The old duke of Mecklenburg , and his fons Henri/ 
againji and Magnus , under pretence of feveral infractions of the late 
Denmark, treaty, formed a league oft'enfive and defenfive with the powers 
already named, on the fame conditions we have mentioned, 
promifing like wile to draw Albert king of Sweden into the al¬ 
liance. In effed, that prince readily embraced their pro- 
pofals; and it was flipulated, that the conquefis which might 
be made in courfe of the war, fhould be divided in the man- 
A. D. ncr following : Kigg ^J b ert yiis t o jaoflefs all tbq conquefts in 
* 3 ^ 9 * Scboncn, and of inaland, and the ifland of 

Faljlre> were deftined to the duke of Mecklenburg. Jutland , 
Fienia , and hanglancl , were to be divided between the princes 
of Holjltin % with this provifo, that they fhould make no change 
in the laws and cuftoms of the people. To fuch excefs had 
thefe princes and cities carried their perfidy, as to renounce 
the oaths they had fo lately taken to preferve perpetual amity 
with Denmark ; and fuch was Voldemar's reward for that un¬ 
natural treaty he had formed with Albert. 

For the more certain execution of their projed, tie allies 
concluded a treaty of peace with Hartwick of Ravt idfdarp , 
whereby they granted him free leave to trade where^pr he 
thought fit*, provided he would obftruCl none of the conquefts 
they meditated. The treaty being figned, each prepared to 
ad his part. The Vandal cities infefted Voldemar *s (Shafts 
with a confiderable fleet. King Albert entered Scbenen with 
an army, and reduce 4 Tjled y Faljltrbo , Scanor , and fomt otbpr 
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• jHkltf. The princes of ffpl/ltin^ aflifted by the Jutland nobi- 

• lltjL attacked the king’sgarrifons in North Jutland , 

• A^r the fight of a league fo formidable, Voldemar's courage Valde- 
presence of mind forfook him. Finding himfelf unable to mar’; cou- 
relmj'uch a ^oud of enemas, he determined»to abandon all, ragedtjtrtt 
and make a j^rney to Rom*:* under pretence of a vow he ha and 
taken. He flattered himfelf, that his abfence would abate the befits the 
fury of his enemies; and that his fenate, on which he con- ^ n g aom ' 
ferred fulji powers to tranfaft a peace on any terms, would find 
mfaQsyo accommodate matters. His refolution was weak and 
pufiiH inmous; but it anfwcred his expectations. Hemming 
J^vL’jbcrelh' grand marechal of Denmark , engaged the Vandal 
cities !o lend deputies to Stralfund t to deliberate, in co/iju ne¬ 
bcin with certain Danijh noblemen, on the means of ending a 
d&V.sdtive war, to their mutual advantage. A treaty of peace A. D. 
was'accorthflgly concluded, ontondition that the Vandal ci- ij;o. 
ties fhould, for the term of fifteen years, hold the towns of 
Heljinhutg , Alelmoy/n , Scanor , and Faljlerlo\ but that th be league 
fubjf&s of Denmark fhould have free liberty of trade into thefe bro!ctn ' 
ports during this period. This treaty the Danijh deputies en¬ 
gaged to have ratified by the king within the fpace of fix 
months. 

*VALDEMAR in the mean time refided at flic emperor’s 
court. Here he ftopt in his way to Ronie t and fo pathetically 
reprefented to his imperial majefty the deplorable condition to 
which he was*reduced by the revolt of his fubje&s, and the 
powerful league formed agaifflt him, that this prince, moved 
with his diftrefs, wrote to his uncles the margraves of Mij'nia % 
the duke of Statin, and Adolphus of Hol/lein^ to arm all their 
forces in his defence, arv v rtnaiii^intiMihu * W*?iby all poffible 
means in reducingliis^jfbellious fubjedts. 

Whether Voldemar' s fears had quite blinded * his undcr- 
ftanding or whether he placed but little confidence in thefe 
fuccours, or, lafily, whether he chofc to unite policy with 
force, certain it is that he purfued his intention of engaging 
the pope’s intereft. For this purpofe he fent an ambafly, 
laden with rich prefents, to Gregory XI. befeeching him to 
imerpofe his authority to quiet the disturbances in his domi¬ 
nions. Ml laid afide the thoughts of going in perfon thither, 
and he Cion had reafotrto congratulate himfelf on this refolu- .. 
tion i f/r his ambafiadors found this father of the faithful but tir a W m 
little ctfpofed to aCts of compafiion. In a u&rd, Gregory re- 
fufed to intermeddle, under pretence of being able to form no f “a in* 
judgment from the relation of only one party. He offered / ttrmr jji e * 
however, to give bis opinion as focn as he (bould be ac -j nt b e af. 

T 3 q.«imed /<w> ; 
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y * qmtritcd with what the king's fubje£$i and the united 
** had to advance in their own vindicaticn. ./ 

The Jutland nobility were no rooner informed of , 4 ie r 
pope’s anlwcr, than they dilpatchcgi proper perfons to expajikc 
the nature of their grievances, a vAl the motives far their fon- 
ciiici, both to the emperor and his # holinefs. * They com¬ 
plained to the pope of the heavy taxes which he obitinately 
iinpofed on all his fubjeCts, and of the frequent wars which 
his turbulent difpofition drew upon him with the neighbouring 
Hates. In fhort, the deputies found means to make th&pope 
comprehend the full weight of their reafoning, in confeqaence 
of which hewvrote to Valdemar , exhorting him to alter hW 
turbuleccc into tranquillity, and violence into gentle .mea- 
furcs, threatening to excommunicate him if he did not imme-^ 
dlately obey. "I'he king was naturally palhonate, and*-:oo 
lively to contain his temper wKhin the bounds of moderation. 
Without a moment’s reflection he fat down, and anfweied the 
pope’s letter in the following terms : 

Valde- * VALDEMAR , king, & c. to the pope of Rome, fends health, 
liar’/ /pi- * Our life we owe to God, our kingdom to our lubje&s ; our 
tittd an- * wealth we inherit from our parents, and our faith from your 
/fiver to the 4 anceftors, which we return to you by thefe ptefents, fhouid 
pope, * you think tie obligation too confldcrable.* 

An anfwer that is related of Valdemar I. and more fuitable 
to the greatnefs of his foul (A). Imperious and difrefpc£tful 
as it was, it did not furprile his holincls. He kn’ewthat Valde- 
tr.ar had received his education*at the court of the emperor 
Lezuisy who was eternally involved in difputes with the Holy 
See. He was we!L.atv\paiim;d witk-the haughvoefs and im- . 
petuofity of tk^^lutTg’s aTipomftfli: *it was therefore judged 
not advileable to employ his fpiritual thunder againft a prince, 
who refpedted his authority fo little, that its terror, founded 
in fuperftitious reverence, would be loft. Yet was Valdemar 
bigotted in a high degree : we have feen him make unfeafon- 
able pilgrimages and expeditions from motives of religion; 
but his piety was by fits, and, like all his other paffions, vio¬ 
lent. Lately he had been immerfed in a fea of politics and 
Intrigue, which afforded no leifure for devotion; and his re¬ 
lied for the head of the church vaniihed with hisUligion. 

(A) Saxo Grammaticus relates third’s reign, centuries softer his 
the fame (lory of Valdemar I. death ? Ponianus mentions it in 
and it is probably true of him both reigns, without taking no- 
cvily; for how thould the hillo- tice of the repetition; a&i be 
l ian come to the knowledge of is copied by Meurjius and other 
what happened in Vtddrnar the writers. 

• 



m 


TbeJHiftory'of Denmark. 

E peace which thejfeand marefchal concluded with the 
'cities, was a decjfite Mow to the league. It was no 


Clues, was a ukutc wvw w uic league, u was no 
foo/|rt»perceived that they detached themfelves from the alii- 
than the red of the parties diftrufling each other, and 
pSrops*intinwdated by the emperor’s menaces # left Dtnmark 
in tranquillit^ and Valdemat leave to return. Immediately 
he conhrmed the treaty 5 f Stra/fund , and procured an inftru- 
ment from |he hanfe-towns, whereby they promifed rettuution 
of the.placcs put into their hands for the term of fifteen years. 
Thus jHtled this formidable war, which had driven Valdemar 
from* mis own dominions, and marked his character with an 


indelible ftain. . 

SoMt writers take notice of a body of auxiliaries he lent 
Hacquin tq attempt the recovery of his father’s liberty, and of 
2 hwi'Mi.of war which he carried on in Frirfcland ; but the par¬ 
ticulars we find nowhere related. What we know for certain 
# ■ 

is, that VaU:rr tr, terrified with the remembrance of the late 


V* 


combination, ftudied to pafs the remainder of his days in 
tranquillity. He dreaded loling a crown in his old age, which 
he ^ad acquired and maintained with (o much toil and labour. 

Some years before, he had built a beautiful country-feat in the 
neighbourhood of Htifinbutg , called Gurrea j here it was that A. 1). 
hi breathed his lad, alter a tedious illncfs, in tjic thirty-fifth 137^ 
year of his reign. From the time of his return from the cm- Valdc- 
petor’s cou-t, he was conflantly afflidied wtth the gout j rc- niarV 
courfe was had to a variety of medicines, without effedt. At death 
lalt an empiric offered his infallible fpecific, the dofe was ad- ‘hara£t* r * 
minirtcred, the king left to his repofe, and found dead in his 
hed a few houp after (B). Thus ended the life of Valdemar % 
a prince greatly celebraK.v-i/vttic 'Ijdnlji 'MJprians, as the 
rtlforcr of their nfonJdrhy, which had fo long been divided 
among a number of party ufurpers and tyrants. He attempted 
the rc-union of his dominions, and purfued it with a perleve- 
rancc that infured fuccefs; but more by the judice of his 
fehemes, by his vigilance and conftancy, than by force of 
arms. In this alone indeed was he confident, all the red of 


his condudl betrayed an undeady, flighty, and warm imagi¬ 
nation, drong paflions, and violent prejudices, which ab- 
forbed e^cay ray of judgment and underdanding. He was at 
the fain# time a dran<>€ medley of impiety and religious en- 
thufiam, of incontinence with refpect to women, and tem¬ 
perance in what regarded his palate 5 in frwordg his vices 


It is remarkable that the purpofely confounded the ac» 
v-.iyfame circumffance is related tions of thefe two princes, 
of Valtynar I. as if historians 


were 
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v were extraordinary } they proceed edTrom caprice hit vfrff£Sj> 
v . were noble, and the genuine offspnn|| of his mind. Hiavjy; 

rited anfwer to Grigory drew upon him the malice of tkfc'flm-® 
tersof his days ; in ours it will be deemed noble, firm, fen fam 
blc, and the m«ft ftriking circumftance in his cj}iracter *. 

1 . / 

0 L A U S V. 

Olaus V. VALDEMAR left no male iffue. Two fons, and,the fame 
number of daughters died before him. Ingeburga, tbteldeft 
furviving daughter, married the duke of Mecklenburg ’arid 
Margaret, tlje younger, was queen-dowager of Norway , the 
king her hufband having refigned his laft breath the year be¬ 
fore. The diet met for the election of a fuccefflft^ahd were, 
perplexed in their choice. One paity declared for OlausA 
of Norway , and grandfon to J'aldemar. He waS the fon of 
the younger daughter, and confequently his right very doubt- 
■ fut j but being already in pofleffion of Norway , and having 
claims on the crown of Sweden , as the younger fon of Mag¬ 
nus, the ftates were in hopes of one day feeing the two crowns 
united on the fa.ne head. Another party urged, on the con¬ 
trary, that it was fhameful for Denmark to receive a king from 
The rea- Norway : that it was abfurd to unite two kingdoms, opf.o'* 
fons which fite in many of their laws and cuftoms, the one being elective, 
fwayeJthe and the other hereditary. There were nobles in the kingdom 
diet i»that worthy of the throne ; and the exertion of the privilege to 
tU&ion. c j e & out 0 f thoir own number, was a duty incumbent on 
the ftates. A third faction fixed*their eyes on Albert of Meek - 
Unburg , fon of Ingeburga , the eldeft daughter.^ Voldemar . 
His right way ^ su ft telfedybi JMfcT was a point not very ma¬ 
terial in the JjaniJh form of govemmcA r , though it was al¬ 
ways regarded as a collateral inducenvnt in the choice of a 
king. Difputes run high, and the diet broke up without com¬ 
ing to any determination. One remarkable a& however paf- 
fed ; it was the reftitution of certain lands to the widow of 
Peter-Wid, from whom it was faid Voldemar had unjuftly ex¬ 
torted them. The reafon given for this decree was, that Vol¬ 
demar* s foul might not be tormented in the next world for an 
a& of injuftice and opprefiion committed in this. 

The diet broke up without accompk'fhing the intention of 
their meeting ; it was not long, however, before thattanpor- 
tant affair <was d&crmincd. T he bifhops, nobility, antreom- 
mons of Jutland , led the way ; they refolved to place Olaus 
on the throne j and, as if all the reft of the kingdom^iad 
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fWbed the fighal fromlhem, faction was dropt, and the dif- 
iflands, province^ and diftrifts of Denmark* unani- 
». asS^Mn approving their choice. The terms in which the in- 
r jbab itantg of Scbtnen couched their aflent, may be feen in Pon- 
£Slbn, % and tfvill ferve as a fpecimcn of the form ufed on this 
ocdhfioo a . }This election Vas eftcemed the work of queen 
Margaret* ixtA the fiflt ftroke of her mafterly genius for the 
cabinet, ft id link of that chain of intrigue, which founded 
tbe tcputation of this great princefs. «. 

OLAUS was but eleven years of age on his acceflion to 
\he throne ; Margaret therefore afl’embled the dates to ratify * c . 
publicly what had only received the concurrence of the feve- * 
ral provinces, and to declare her regent during the minority 
of her fun. Here he was again proclaimed^ and folcmnly 
’‘••'rqjjmefl, Margaret likewife obtaining her end of holding the 
reins oPaOthority until he arrived at age. Before this aifembly 
broke up, the king fwore to obferve thelaws of Valdemar II. 
in their full force, and made feveral additions to them, * 
whereby the liberties of the people in general, and particularly 
<fl‘ the clergy, were enlarged. 

Immediately after the ceremony of the coronation was 
performed, Bugijlam duke of Stetin and Pomerania , and the 
•prince of Rugen* did homage to the young kigg. The latter 
acknowledged that he held his dominions as a fief of the 
crown of Denmark* and lolemnly engaged to ferve the king, 
whenever he was called upon againft all his enemies. 

Scarce was Glaus firmly feated on the throne, before Al- The 
■ bert the old duke of Mecklenburg made great preparations Swedes 
againft Denmark* to vindicate the right of his grandfon io arm . 
the crown. His Stuedl/.t-at jefty tooic u. Jikcwil'e in behalf 
of his nephews arJ a terrible ftorm threatened Olaus ^andtbfir* 
every fide. Provi jtnee however intcrpoled ; » the Swedtjk it 

fleet was difperfed and (hattered in a hard gale; the king^, a Jlorm, 
was difeouraged from purfuing his defigns, and Albert finding ! 
himfelf alone too weak to combat with the whole force of 


Denmark , liftened to terms of accommodation. A treaty was 
concluded, in which due regard was fhewn to the rights of 
both princes, and the people of Denmark confirmed in the 
full uawilege of cleft ion. Thus Olaus was continued king, 
in ctjpfequence of <he people’s choice, without injuring Al¬ 
bert'>> birthright. 

'f’His year the Vandal cities demanded* a renewal of the 
treaty concluded with Valdemar j their example was followed 
by all the hanfe-towns ; and the queen regent granted their 
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*377 • diet, at which the Icing and queen-recent renewed their 

to maintain the laws, and preferve the privileges o& eacli^ |. 
ticuUr order of # the people. Td this oath the ^obiKy ^jer 
crtJed, fwearing to hold as enemies t(f their couniry whpi^Wf 
fhould violate it. All thcle proteftations were taa^n 
bilhops, who profited by the favourable conjuncture fofAUg- 
ConduS of meriting their own privileges and influence. The archjdttbp 
Joe clergy, ot Lundtn was not forgetful of his particular inrereft anoNhe* 
good of the church. He procured a grant of the 
part of the revenues of Lundtn , und,*r pretence that QUA of 
his anccflors |iad enjoyed if. The popes were the; firft in 
ilimulating the bifhops not to labour in the vincj'ar<2»of' 
Clsri/l, but to preferve as the apple ot the eye all^tlfofe Ad¬ 
vantages which the ditiuibed condition of the kingdom* threw 
* in their way. Their votes were numerous, their infltfeace 
extenfive; they were therefore advifed to fell both to the 
higheit bidder, and put their own price on their favour. 

' Thus corruption‘flowed from the fountain of religion; and 
thofe who ought to reform the manners of the people, led the 
way to venality, the fource of every difordcr and vice in ‘a' 
nation. The clergy were exhorted to bring within the pale 
of the church all the fubjerits of Denmark , and rather CO fe- 
fign them over to Satan, than yield the Icaft tittle of their 
privileges. Such was the fubftance of Gregory the fecond’s let* 
ters to the archbifhop Nicholas, and fuch indeed the purport 
of all the bulls of the holy fee. It was not poflijjjc but that 
fuch conduct in woule Ww^ ite differences between 

* them and the court. In fact it did fo, *,d on the following 

occafton. Queen Margaret held her fiotirt at Lmd/Jolm\ 
and the chapter of Lundtn pofiefied lome lands there. Tha 
fubje&s qf the chapter complained ot fome oppreflions COtt* 
fequent on the vicinity of the court, and the archbifhop'Ojwl 
chapter took part in their complaints. The affair bccaepw 
ferrous; but Margaret , to avoid difputcs which might be 4 $$ 
tended with fatal confequenccs, ordered a red re Is of tMi 
grievances, pun idled the offenders, and took mcafttaM f&t, 
preventing the fubjc£fs of the chapter frA.n fuffering fer tlli*? 
future any inconvenience from the court (A). 

* a/3%: 

Si (A) The Dn.ijh Mftorians of the year 1378, although JV- 

make the firft mention of gun- freld Lindclurgh (x) fays, that If 
r.nauUr jmrmrt tU<* tr.mfcftions w;.s known and manufa &M 0 , 

t <’*) p *g* 10 4 * * ’ * 
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ARCARET was qVen-rrgent of Denmark and Nsr- jy 
fome writers allcdgmg that Haequin her husband died \ytft 
aldemar ; while others relate with the fame confi- Marga- 
jthat he was greatly inftrumental in railing his fon to id's polity. 

df Denmark, Be that a^it will, had now the 
let&utljprity in both kingdoms, and begun planning the 
of/that great' fcheme Ihe afterwards cffe£icd, 6f 
ths- three northern crowns. It was ncccfl'ary firft to 
Denmark and Norway, with the mutual confcnt of 
J^gdoms. She fpoke of it to the principal noblemen, 

^ larged on the advantages tljat would nccefl'arily rcfult 
- tch an union, with fb much eloquence and refine- 
^at they feemed to rclifh the propofal, though it was 
l*in execution till five years after, wlen the three 
> '•fi'cre united by the celebrated treaty of (I almar. 
riLl? Olaus was bufy m magnificent preparations for 
• iral obfequics of his fatherS t^Norumy, the king of 
embraced that opportunity of making an irruption « 
imtn ; a circumftauce which proves that Haequin died 

j in the .era related bv the Danijh hiftorians in general, 
jftanding a truce which he figned wi»h the archbilhop 
en, the governor, and principal nobility, he attacked 
ced the rc fidence of Thucn Gat ten the governor. Yet 
t *not pofitively affirm whether thefe hofiilitics proceeded 
lly from the Swedes, or were the tonfequence of do- 
.fa&ion- Certain we are, that at the expiration of the 
Albert cnte r cd the country openly wish a powerful ar-, 

>ok by affault the fort refs of Laholm , and retreated oa. 

' iproari>of Margaret and the grand-marefcbal, who de¬ 
led to give him bauri. 

■ the year 138*1, Olaus palled from Norway to Schonm , A. D. 
led with a numerous retinue of the nobilityof both king- 1385.. 

. Here he received the allegiance of all the inhabitantsOIau» ar- 
,e province; a ceremony that was thought nectfiary, as"^" 

-erm for which feveral of the cities had been pledged to/'"' 
Vandals was now expired. The only tranfaflion of im» 
fince in this reign was, however, of a nature that greatly 
Pgates from the king’s chata&cr, who was now of age* 


ir, 


, vrr years before* at Lubee , buftible in the North, and 
;(re a powder-mill took fire quotes Achilles Gajfar , an open- 
greatly damaged the city, rate hiflorkm, in proof that the 
tanuj (2) has accurately in- Danes knew the ufe of powder 
fed into the firit difeovery and cannon as early as the year 
| ufe of this dreadful com- 13 ^4- 
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and appears extremely incontinent wfth the known prudasJ&T 
and policy of Margaret. Henry dufee of Slefwick dying 
out iffuc, the dutchy reverted in full right to the crodrinof * 
Denmark. Yet did Olaus ^ with his mother's approbation a raj *g 
the confent of tfee ftate 9 , grant the inveftiture of it to' 
hard , fon to Henry of Holjiein , tile inveterate cfcmsfof his 
crown and family. His generofity could nevef v be fhewn 
mote unfeafonably, or conferred on a more improve object; 
for by this grant the keys of Jutland were put into the bands 
of his dnemy, and a road opened into his dominions, to a.’ 
power he ought the moft cautioufly to exclude. Perhaps he 
wanted to gaip over the Holflein princes by fuch an a& of li¬ 
berality ; but furely the hazatd was great, and the means he 
took impolitic* in itfelf, and injurious to his people. The 
gratitude of pnnees feldom extends beyond the advantages‘re¬ 
taking from thn,cnnoyon of ^he'foul ; with them all fhe ge¬ 
nerous paflions ^re fubjiCted to intereft and felfifh confe¬ 
derations. 



Olaus dies. 


At the diet of Neoburg , the two archbifhops of Lunden and 
Dronthem , and the bilbops of Ripen , Alburg , Wiburg % and 
Slefwick , granted 1 a multitude of indulgences to thofe who 
ihould found monafteties, or any ways endow the church. 
The king ordained public prayers for the profperity of th'fe 
kingdom, the prefervation of his own and the queen’s health, 
and a happy ifliie to all their undertakings. Her majefty 
in particular engaged to leave at her death, to the cathedral 
of Lunden , the foltrefs of Tbujlrapfee y which (he had pur- 
chafed of Thuon Gotten ■, but on condition that the walls and 
fortifications fhould be deftroyed, if the king thought proper. 

Soon after OJpur died, at the age* of twenty-two years.. 
He was a prince of excellent qualities ofrfie 'heart, of great 
liberality and devotion ; what his underftk^ding wa>, we may 
form fome judgment from the affair of Slefwick. Age arid 
experience might however have ripened his intellect; nor 
would it be candid to Idy on him the whole blame of a tranf- 
a&ion in which the queen and the diet were equally con¬ 
cerned. Olaus died at Faljlerbo , A. D. 1387 j his bowels were 
buried in the church of St. Laurence in Lunden , and his body 
depofited in a private manner in the monaflery of SoorB^ 


MARGARET. 

Margaret With Olaus the male line of the three northern crowns 
futtn. was extinft, and cuflom had not yet authorifed the ele&ion 
of a female. Sweden had chofen a king from Germany ^ and 
the public waited impatiently for the determination of } the 

foceyi 
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. of Denmark and AnrttMy. Margaret , who to the n«- ft er 
ambition of her fex,* joined a depth of undemanding, a f or twice, 
iliiwfs and penetration feldom met with in the fairer parr 
Bi Qffly , jpreation, omitted nothing that could forward her pre- 
te^Otjf. Her competitor was Henry of Mecklenburg , brother 
to the 'ijWgiof Sweden. Henry flattered himfelf that by lys 
''perfonal qfoiities, and the advantage of being fon-in-law to 
VeMemar***. Ihoirld eafilv carry the crown from a woman. 
but $fargaret'% genius for intrigue, her well placed liberality^ 
yron jver the biiho^s and clergy, which in effe£ was gaining 
the greater part of the people. The elcdlion was not made 
in a general diet, but*in an aflembly of the provincial Hates, 
as had before been done at the election of Oleuts. On this 
occafion.'the inhabitants of 'J.utland gave the ngnal, by de¬ 
claring ^Margaret queen of Denmark , protefliing that they 
would acknowledge no othei*fo\^gig,n.. APAhe other pro¬ 


vinces acceded to their choice. A 


was drawn up 


at Lunden , figned by the archbilhop, FoAeJbunk the grand 
mijrefchal, a great number of bilhops, and of the principal 
jRtbdiry. The ftates of Zealand aflemblcd at Ringjle/e/t y and 
folemnly declared Margaret fovereign of Denmark ; thofe of 
'&utland i Fionia> and other i(lands and provinces did the 
lathe. r. 

MARGARET received the crown at the felicitation of 
the clergy, who flattered themlelves that now their reign 
was come,.under the government of a woman, who would 
probably be directed in cver^ thing by her council. As they 
jiad»^e keeping of her confcience, they doubted not but they 
ytvoulJnhd opportunities of influencing, and even of dictating 
all her mcafures. The lenflble queen law .!**ir defign, and 


arCtmly flattered fhcilliiopcs, while (he flood in want of their 
intereft. J r 

But Margaret's ambition was not fatisfied with the crown gy e UB ; ta 
of Denmark alone; fhe grafped at Norway ; fent deputies to Norway 
folicit the ftates of that kingdom, and by her policy fuc- to Den- 
ceeded. T he chief perfons in the government were gained mark, 
over by money ; flic found means to render h* rielf miftrefs 
of the army and garrifons ; lo that had the nation in general 
been'olHirwife difpofed, fhe could not fail of cairying her 
point. fThus from regent (he became queen of Norway , with 
the fame facility fhe had acquired the crown of Denmark. 

The Norwegians , perceiving that the fucccfliorf was again 
in danger of being ex unit, entreated their queen to fecure 
It by an advantageous marriage, which might at the fame 
time augment her power and dominions ; but fhe received 
the, pmpofal coldly. Jealous of her fomcign authority, flic 
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could not think of (haring it witap htflband i honwkES 
fitisfy the earneft ddire of her fualeCh, (he confented tq^ 
point a fucceffor; but made chmce of one fo youn^af *to" 
allow herfelf full time to fatiate her ambition before hc.ffsoulrfw 
be of age to take any (hare in tlje government J at th^jSrne 
time (he contrived matters in fuch a jnanner, tlfot choice 
teemed to proceed more from the ftates than frK'n her ipcl*«f 
nation. Having opened the diet, 1 (he dimanfltt to k?ow 
the n^areft heir of blood to the crown, aid whether hq.ele¬ 
vation to the fucceffion would be agreeable fo the 4 imc§. 
Being anfwercd, that the children of JVratiflaus Vil. and 
Mary of Mvklenburg, daughter to H'nry of Mecklenburg and 
Ing/burga of Denmark , were the neareit a-kin, and perfectly 
agreeable tot he people, flie iriinediately fixed the fucceffion 
in this familv and named the young Henry from tfAt time, 
called Erie, tVa pre£iqi|^> T ’c Hfeir to the crown a . # 

Matters adjulted, it was imagined the pub¬ 

lic tranquillity might receive fome difturbance from the pre- 
tenfions of one Hacquin , who deduced his pedigree from the 
kings of Norway, and had acquired immenle wealth u»1h af¬ 
fluence in Sweden. The fears of the people were, however, 
quieted in a (hort time by the prudence of their queen. Sh/ 
had found mvans to prevail on Hacquin publicly to renounce 
his pretenfions, which he did by an inftrunient lodged in the 
hands of the archfbilhop of Dronthcim , (Wearing at the fame 
time before the fenate, that henceforward he claimed no 
right to the thr6nc. 

HENRY of Mecklenburg could not fee Margaret donated 
to the throne, in prejudice to her elfier filter Ia§rburga, with- \ 
out expreffingx*motions of envy. The accdfion of the crop'll 
of Norway added fuel to his jealoufy; yfd the thoughts or «ier 
one day uniting the three northern crowVi, was a* 7 ogerher in- 
fupportable. Albert of Sweden was no lefs emulous of her fuc- 
cefs; he formed an alliance with his brother Henry, refolved 
on declaring war againft Margaret , and affirmed to himfelf the 
arms of Sweden , Denmark , and Norway. He fpoke of Marge - 
ret in the moft contemptuous and difrefpe&ful terms; called 
her * a king without breeches’; paffed fome grofs pleafan- 
tries on her regard for the clergy, and particulft< attach¬ 
ment to a certain abbot of Soora, who was her fpirkual di¬ 
rector. It is indeed true, that her intimacy with this man gave 
room for Ibfpicioh that all her privacies with him were not 
employed about the care of her (oul. 

1 Poxt. 1. ix. Msvas. 1. v. 
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. «/ Denmark. 

**fytL&ERT made gfe» preparations; befides iht Swtdijb * 

^ifsjy, be relied upon powerful fuccours from Henry and other 
ruHn princes in his alliance. Margaret was not more 

• •ba&^Kgu'dkn her own defence; and befides the troops of Den- 
^Nordbay^ and thofe furnifhed by the dijke of Pomerania , 

(he wlhkjjUre of a confiderakle party in her favour in Sweden . 
thofe Tb/oblenien who had fuppoitcd the election of her 
>and inrya/imin oppofition to Albert , were he^ilrenuous 
id£ The nation was likewife tilled with difafrabed per* 
od's\ Albert had okfpofecJ of all places of truft to foreigners; 
lie inl|ofed taxes uwhout confulting the fenate ; he obliged 
the widows and daugnter^ of the firft nobility rp efpoufe up* 
ftart foiewiers, to give weight to the latter biafuch connec¬ 
tions : in a word, he bscamtkunpopular, and Iven odious to 
one* half of his fubjects, by nfc pride, infoierce, and from 
their rivelted diflike to foreiftienhi. la ^partiswlar. the clergy 
were incenfed againft him, for hava foT feojy ftercd many of 
the church lands, and annexed to the crown a number of 
ftrong holds they had held for time immemorial. Margaret 
fomented thefe divifions, and rendered herfelf no 
r lefs beloved than Albert was detefted. The Swedes only 
waited for the iignal to revolt; they had fixed their eyes on 
Margaret for their queen, and rcfolvcd to driye Albert out of 
the kingdom. They perceived her good fenfe would fet 
bounds to her ambition, and prevent her infringing the rights 
of the people; fhould fhe attempt it, the /fates of the three 
kingdoms would mutually oppofc her, and deceive additional 
fgfofgL&h^and fecurity from a llridt union of interefts. 

* TffMrfhameafure taken by the SweJiJb malcontents was The crown 
fi^rctly to depute certain lords of the firft yank, to tmkt offered t$ 
'jNfflmaret an offer 85 the crown. She received the propofi- Margaret* 
tion ^th ]My, and ►»mifed to defend the people ,n all their 

rights an*privilege*: however, (he demanded that the 
crown Oiould be made hereditary', with a view for ever to 
unite the three kingdoms. She met with fome difficulties in 
gaining this point; at laft fhe furmounted them, and ob¬ 
tained all fhe required *. 

While thefe matters were in agitation, the governor. of 
the fo-dtiles of Obcrjlein and Orejlein furrendered thofe places 
to the 1 queen; (he immediately took poJTefiion, and continued 
him in the fame command. It was fpecified in his commif- 
fion, that be held his authority of Margaret qufien of Swe¬ 
den and Norway , and the legitimate fovereign of Denmark . 

A great number of lords followed the example of Algotb Mag- 
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j*8f Tie Hifterj of DepMrle.' 

• ms, for that was the governor** ofone. A!1 adwlo^liiaefl 
Margaret for their queen an iMlrument was drawn <*fp* 
whereby they renounced their oath of allegiance to Alivdt, de¬ 
clared they would never more acknowledge him* arfd 
forward attempt* nothing but with the confent arid by tike or* 
der of Margaret. They likewife added, that hen heidrlhould 
be their fovercign, and that they would never atafiept of an ,; 
other at F.er death, but fuch a fucceffor ay (he (h'uld th \k 
fit to anoint. Among other ftrong holdf, the fortreflf of 
Abo, Pavejl, Razcburg , Cajltbolm, Crytzburg , all Hrl&iia, 
tint- t0 6 e *hcrwith the copper and iron mines* of Dale car bit, were 
tkn }>° nS P ut * nto l ^ e < l uccn,s hands. In a wnrdj'the Dalecaylians had 
tbeD akr poHtively acknowledged her fovereig..ty by an a&.ipafled this 
carlians' y ear > ' n w ^ fl they con fente«l; in the name of'the-whole 
kingdom of Sweden , that tl)*»vrevenues of the copper mines 
fhould be put^Aro hfif hanA r , although they were mortgaged 
to the princes i 1 . Hob- 

On the IVedneJWy preceding Pentecojl, the Swedijb fenate 
wrote to the queen a ratification of the treaty (he had con¬ 
cluded with the deputies, and accordingly a ck no wl tfi.ntx 
queen of Denmark, Sweden , and Norway. This oath of the 
fenate was like a thunder-bolt to Albert. He perceived tha* 
he could no linger depend on the Swedijb army, and there- 
.fore caft about for foreign fucours. Among his firm allies 
he reckoned the duke of Mecklenburg , the princes of Holjlein , 
the duke of Sturgardy and for a fum of money he engaged 
Conrad JungingeH , grand-mafter, of the Teutonic order, and 
the ifland^of Gothland. By means of thefe allies, he./{*■** 
made up a confiderable army, with which he \ras preparing 
to take the field. 

MARGARET marched an army to *the affifiance cef t >( 
malcontents, under the conduct of fourfvaenerals, tEriuLucke 
Henry Parow, Wimhen Norby , and Lxthario Cattitt. The) 
joined the difaffefled Swedes, and both together marcher 
againft Albert . Coming up with him at Falkopingy a furious 
battle was fought, in which victory for a long while flood in 
fufpence. The fate of a kingdom depended on the event, 
and both fides behaved with that courage and perfeverance 
which an affair of fo much importance merited ; but Mar - 
Albert is garefs good fortune prevailed : Albert Svas routed, and hi* 
defeated- army cut in pieces. He was afterwards taken prifoner in 
the purfuit,' together with his fon Eric, Gerhard prince of 
Holfiein, and a great oumber of lords of the firft diftin&ion. 
Albert and his Ion were conducted firft to Bahus t a fortrefs 
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4*t the confines Norway and JVefi-Gothhmi % and 
ante to Sjfalm, where they were confined for the 
ven years. As to the other prifoncrs, they were 
tef infeveral parts of the kingdom\ 

^ vi&Ories had ever been fo productive pf glory to the /{, D. 
&ants lathis lafti for befides the royal prifoners, no lefs 1389.* 
ftan ninetqw general Officers were left dead on the field* 
byNh£ vay^ifhed^ On Margaret's fide the lofs was incon- 
fidei&frle, except that Henry Parow died ^of his wounds, 
greaf\ ygretted. Vet though the battle was decifivl, the 
Swedes vfcre ftill undetermined with refpe& to the conduct 
they wer^ko obferve.\ coronation was deferred, 

becaufe a reat part ofV 1 ^? nation thought it ddhonourable 
to difpofe ofthe crown wHfiiti .^eir king was a trifoner. As 
the people were divided, they n*ur looked upon lie Danes as 
foreigners, &nd grudged them # wfiory^over thj f Swedes, tho' 

In fail Margaret had on her fide thC^&jje f nj^ Tiber of Swe- 
dijb forces. The German princes accu leS hW^wedes of per¬ 
fidy and cowardice, attributing the defeat and imprifonment 
their pufillanimous conduit. On the other hand, 
mey juftified themfelves, by retorting on thc*Germans, who 
*^ey affirmed were the caufe of the war, and the king’s 
misfortunes b . % 

During thefe debates and mutual recriminations, the princes i^oies 
of the houfe of Mecklenburg , aftd the towns oi* R'Jlock and IVif- raijed in 
mar began to raife frefh levies,, in favour of the unfortunate Germany 
Albert . His friends in Sweden likewife became matters ol to Support 
, and feveral fortified places, and John of Alecklenburg Albert. 
f p fto lfi&t th^head of a well-appointed fquadron, which was 
oupwfed by a ftorm. Margaret's forces were, in the mean 
wnjsliJaying fiege t 9 Stockholm ; and John, after collecting 
his lquaWpn,|de te r mig-kd to relieve it. Accordingly* he landed 
his forces^&lve the b^egers from their works, and after fup- 
plying the city with ammunition and provifion, again fet 
fail. Afterwards, making defeents on different parts of the 
coaft, he put all to fire and fword, which fo enraged the 
peafants, that aflembling tumultuoufly, they attacked him 
near Tilling , and were cut in pieces f having no officer of abi¬ 
lity to lead them on and direlt their fury. 

Thi Germans were* not fatisfied with the ravages commit¬ 
ted fay this fquadron; a (hoal of privateers were licenfed by 
the duke of Mecklenburg } the fea was coverecKvith pirates, and 
the moft terrible diforders were committed on the ocean and 
die Tea coatts. Some of them ventured an attack on the ifland 

1 Vid* fupra ibid. b Meurs. 1. v. 
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We dub of of Gothland , took it, and made it ut repofitary of th£l£plpr< 
IVlecklen- der, and the rendezvous for the whole p&atical fleet. 
burghV withftanding all this, the caufe of Albert was but^tle ^^t 0 
frivateers warded, and his opponent every day gained ground. Jfoiong 
take the many other places of confideration, the important jfSsA of 

°f Colmar declared for the queen,' and furrenderfd i^With its 

Gothland. * a pp Cnc j a g es j ntQ ^ er | ian( j s< Bugi/laus , prince (f//itetin (A', 

likewif<£ declared in her favour, and his'*examfe>«s was {fcoi- 
lowed«Ly the prince of Rugen, both attending heir majefy at 
FalJlerbOy where they did homage to her^s their fove^gk *> < 
MARGARET fpcnt the two following years in Norway and 
. Sweden . In, the former (he renewed ne aft by wftvch young 

“■IK"* Eric was dcdared the fucceflor jo/.v/er crown; M»nd in the 

^flatter (he l^xmred to appea^Ttrie civil divificf.fs by which 
‘fwrrei nt l ^ c kingdoi^ was reduced Jti the moft deplorable (late of 
ofthf^Urte mifer y- Fo&gner*a n d % *fciv*s feemed to unite tneir endea¬ 
vours in ruiiy^ t^V^Ountry, and in this alone were they 
confident. Eveif* fn Stockholm faftion reigned, and the Ger¬ 
man garrifon, who apprehended the citizens were inclined to 
frde with the queen, lived in a continual date of hof 4 ** S 
the civil magidrates, which every day produced murder an6 
bloodfhed. At length an union of iniereds was agreed upon/, 
but this was jOO more than a dratagem formed by the ( Ger¬ 
mans to be revenged on the burghers. Under cover of this 
falfc reconciliation they l’eized upon the principal citizens, 
put many of them to the torture, and conveyed them in the 
night to the ifland of Chepling , where, after putting them to the 
mod excruciating torments,under pretence that they carrier;**-, 
a clandedine correfpondence with the queen^they Encloiil, 
them in a large houfe filled with wood, to which they fet* 
fire. / ' : H 

Her majedy meeting with little fupj£fs in h*£ erfcavburs 
to heal the intedine commotions intywidta, cft«*:*ffuned to 
return to Denmark , and change her meafures. She now la¬ 
boured to edeft a peace with the duke of Slefwick and the 
princes of Holjlein, At length (he compafied her defign, and 
paved the way to a general accommodation. The peace be¬ 
tween thefe princes was a fatal blow to the pirates, who 
immediately abandoned the Baltic, and launched forth in the 
ocean, to make one lad effort. The- town of Bergue, one 
of the riched ports in the North, felt the fird effefts of 
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(A) Bugi/laus was uncle to Erie of Pomerania, declared fuccef- 
for to the thrones of Denmark and Norwaj, as we have feen. 
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^HMttfperate rage. Itaras taken and miferably pillaged, 

‘ ^Hba^nt Without Mfpnityl for fome of their (hips fell into 
*P^alHtof the DaneSy who ordered the crews to be hanged 
upokgiWkts, without form of trial. This feverity had falu- Tbepiratet 
- tary*%mfeqflences; it broke the confederacy (truck terror Jupprejfcd, 
into*thtVvhole, and obliged (bme to renounce the profeflionj 
\thers to Corporate with the queen's feamen, and others 
mqfc ob(Ui«kteyto\retire to Frieftkmd and live ini remote 
cre«fe^ frma whence they Tallied out on the conraercial 
' 4JeetaVi tne Fleming. Englijh, French , and Spaniards. 

Noting remarkable occurs this year befides the dona- A. D. 
tion the dbeen made a jmoieey of the fortrefs, and prefec- 1 393» 
tureof lr\urg to the cl.^ecjral of that name, for which foe 
was recomppnfed by the daily prayers of the biflop and pre¬ 
bendaries. ' m 

The following year foe be&ftgq pipre rjfieral in her 
bounties to the clergy, by confirming^he pryleges and im¬ 
munities of the cathedral of Lunden and Vtuer churches and 


bifooprics. She refided for fome time at Helfmburg , and 
tht*e*k*4T4ped deputies from feveral Vandal cities, exhaufted 
jh a tedious war, and defirous of coming to terms with re- 
*i\;ft to Albert's liberty, who had now been prifoner for near 
fix yT rs. Juft as a treaty was On the point execution, 
an accident broke off the negotiation, which was refumed 
the fuccceding year with a happier event. One of the depu¬ 
ties was (lain in a tumult that happened in the city, and the 
others, imagining their lives were in danger? fled with the 
«f§^„precipitation, leaving matters juft as unfettled as they 
find tnefo. Margaret foon convinced their condiments, 
fnatsthe murder was not premeditated, by briqging all the 
deltiKPents to drift j&ftice. To this contributed {he little 
fuccfls thy ntet with their military operations. A fecond Peace ten* 
time the V&ww/ deputief waited on the queen; and it was eluded 
at length agreed, that Albert and his fon Eric (hould be tc+witbtbe 
leafed, on condition that he paid Margaret the fum of fixty Vandal 
thoufand filver marks, renounced all his pretenfions to the eitie *' 
Swedi/h crown, withdrew his garrifon from Stockholm , and all A. D. 
the other fortrefles, and engaged the Vandal cities to gua* ’394* 


rantee thtfireaty. 

As foon as the two princes were delivered to the deputies, A. D. 
they folemnly fwore to a drift obfervance of every article 1 395* 
ftipulated. Barnim of Pomerania , John of Mecklenburg , and 
feveral other princes, joined themfelves to the Vandal cities 
as guarantees; and this addition was made to the treaty, that 
neither part (hould for the term of three years ereft any new 
fortrefles^ but that liberty (hould be granted mutually to re- 

U«*a pair 
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v pair the old » and with refpe& to Ae ifland of GatfiWffli , 
was agreed that each party ihouldtetain^at they 

poflefled. ^ 1*^* 

This treaty reffored tranquillity to the three 4 ti 
and A/ar^rr/,^imagining (he would beft prove*her 
to heaven, by pouting her f-ivours on its minifte«/...—* 

Verat confulerable donations to the tees of Lurmh, Rofcbi\% 
and Odpifee. Still (lie found the fervic« # '«f tJ^clergjj^e- 
celfaije' ;md fhe neglected no opporwirity of MndingjJhem 
Margaret t{) iorereft. Towards the clofe of/the year (hcwpaffpd 
over to Sweden , and was there folemnljfciowned qu£en, with 
all the iolemnities obferved on he* ag&ffion to th&thrones of 
Denmark and Norway a . . ft 

Immediately after this^leremony (he obftrved, that as 
(he was c4if»derably advaaA-ed in years, it would be"* great 
Her policy faiisfadtion herjto jr-Z ah at fueceffion confirmed; (he 

^d-n3a| Jw as a proper perfon, and met with 
all the ohcdieTftVnu: could require from her fubje&s, who 
immediately paired an a£t to that purpofe. Pleafed with their 
complaifancc, her majefty ftudied to gain the a^ 3 &< 5 Tls\’>f 
her new lubje&s, by applying proper remedies to all the eva 
occafioned by the late tumults, and ettabliihing matters An 
the bed footing. W ith this view it was that (he convoked a 
diet of the Hates at Nicoping ; at which were prefent the 
archbilhop of Upfal, and all the bi(hops and fenators of the 
kingdom. Here it was agreed, that all the crown lands and 
fortrefles alienated by Albert, (hould be forthwith redeemed ; 


trvwned 
queen of 
the thee 
kingdoms 


inyif’potnt- hinted her g 


tiwj :.juc 
pjjor. 



UJb fubjedls, .and the benefit of the laws, immediate)^ 
an oath of allegiance to the queen /nd'hcr fuccefl/^ % ric } 
that the lovcit’ign rellore to all the vi&ls of thCcr^n what¬ 
ever ti.cy poilclled bciore the civil vWr, and lorf^dy their ad¬ 
herence to Albert: that the lawful proprietors enter into pof- 
ldlion of all that had been ufurped by others during the late 
commotions; that the Hates (liould aflemble at the pleafure 
pf the queen and young king, wherever their majeffies (hould 
appoint, in older to deliberate with the Hates of Denmark 
and Norway for the joint intereH of the three?\cingdoms, 
and in particular to declare Erie foveVeign of Denmark , Nor¬ 
way, and Sweden. To thefe were -added fome particular re¬ 
gulations ; afttr which the queen and young king departed 
for Denmark. 

Her majeffy’s principal care was now to vtfit the different 
provinces, to adimnifler’ juflice, • and redrefs grievances ol 
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lory of Denmarjc, 

1 with admirable prudence. While 7 %tque<ft 
exiles were fummcmed to appear, <-ar* i» aa'- 

___jrding to law. All men were forbid. Minifiring 

JvAe penalties, to fkreen criminals ; bnt if they fub j u fi‘ ce > an d 
uumJSo juftice, her majefty always inclined to mercy. Here forcing 
file enA& l «d, that no new fortrcffes fhould be raifed} tha | tbe ienuu 
*V>fe belorVivng to the crown fhould be reftored if ulurpcd, 

L ededj&if*^ engaged ; and that all thofe whpttiad not 

_^.alleojance toeing Eric, fhould perform that dufj^within 

^C^V^offourteeKdays. 

Amo|G other ial&ary regulations, the affairs of commerce 
were noSprgot. It vUs decreed, that all ports lately opened 
to the prejudice of eftabV/^eji marts, fhould be iiut up; that 
no duties Ifould be exa$ed ifcut where they lere impofed 
by law*; that all manner of alliance fhould bygiven to fo¬ 
reign merchants and failors, j*tftt*ulf»ijbyn cpjTof fhipwreck 
and misfortune, without expeaatioiWe**ewg jh, except what 
was provided for by law : in a word, that fevery circumftance 
enjoined by humanity and found policy fhould be ftriaiy ob- 
refpe£ to ftrangers. Such was the wife condu& of 
fhis glorious princefs. Pontanus relates, that fhc antient laws 
• cglciicd during the late commotions were renewed in their 
fuillbrce ; that pirates were treated with great^igour, in or¬ 
der to deter them from that difhonourable profeflion j and 
that a prefect and fovereign judge were appointed in Jutland , 
for the more eafy and effectual execution of the laws. The 
fame writer relates, that fhe Jilcewife rectified an abufe which 
mediately before her acccffion crept into the Swedijh 
?Move rnmint. Several of the gentlemen of that country had 
fefltod the opportunity of extending their powy, and of ex- 
ttaKfibig their laftd^from all taxes. Many of them ac- 
knowlS'-Ted'tno fealty&o the crown, and claimed an abfolute 
iurifdidb&r'ivithin thlT own eftates. This was an abufe 
that greatly diminifhed the power of the fovereign and 
ftrength of the government j Margaret therefore, with the 
confent of the fenate, ordained that all jurifdi£tions fhould 
be put on the antiem footing, and every man contribute hi« 
proportion towards the fupport of that government by which 
be was tftote&ed *. 

But while we are*enlarging upon the many excellent re¬ 
gulations made by Morgaret* we muft not forget that fhe 
was not infallible. Notwithftanding her prudence, policy, 
and other fhining virtues, her government was not without 
error. During the reign of Olaus, (he had contented that 

• Vid. Pohtak. & Meuas. in locis citat. 
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Gerhard of Holflein (hould be inveued forlffe in th 
of Slefwick ; the war in Sweden hid pnWW r the weai 
that meafure, and yet (he now grained the per 
Slefwiek to the princes of that houfc, on no other 
than that theyr acknowledged the fovereignty of 
Happily, indeed, thefe princes prefetred a pecuma^ubfidy, 
as appears by an aft palled in Fionia % whither Atiffgaret costs 
yoked t-/- Holjiein princes; but this we sutf‘tSc't«Kafcri 
her poj/:y, but to their neceffity. It is true, her d^/iduftPad- 
mits ol fome palliation, if we coniider yiat the chiei wn ois 
all her pretcnfions was to unite the thr/e crowns,^ery ob- 
ftruftion to which ihe refolved to rlnyjve at all evepts. The 
Holflein prinAes were the great ftifJ^rs for Albert ^.nd againft 
this union j had their friendfldp (he endeavours to win by 
fo important^. grant. At jpfent the three northern 6it>wns 
were aftu;“ 
render this 

propofed drawing Irom the joint (Irength of thefe kingdoms 
a variety of other reafons occurred to induce her t o wifh th j»t 
a fundamental law Was eftablilhed for the pcrpetual^ShSSf 
the three crowns. Such a law would tranfmit her nsma 
with admiration and glory to pofterity, would render h*y£w 
folute miftref of the North, and one of the greateft fove- 
reigns in Europe. > She therefore laboured to gain a fufficient 
party in each kingdom to anfwer her purpofe; and when (he 
believed (he had accompli(hed this, (he convoked the llates- 
g?neral of each kingdom to meet at Calmar , and forty depu- 
. ,ues from each attended the alfembly *. 

Her majefty opened the congrefs, by introducing tfiC, 
/' V y oun S king Efic to the deputies one by one, whom (1 

/ m y • quelled to confirm his eleftion to the lucceflion. Sbr ijten 

reprefented to them, with abundanctvopMdrefs adH e^i uencc > 
the advantages that would necelTarily rrTult from irfehr having 
but one monarch, which would intirriy abolifh the caufe of 
all thofe wars that had fo often been fatal to each of the 
kingdoms; render them entire mailers of the commerce of 
the Baltic ; keep in awe the hanfe towns, grown powerful by 
the divifions of her people; and, in a word, confolidate them 
into one nation, with all the conveniences which fl5w from a 
perfeft uniformity of culloms, laws, anti interefis. The ma- 
jelly of the queen’s perfon, the llrength of her arguments, 
and the fweetneis of her eloquence, together with the ap- 
plaufes bellowed by her creatures, gained over the deputies. 
They approved and confirmed the eleftion of Eric , and efta- 
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ftmdln#fstal H%, which was received by the three D. 

, and*mjemnlv confirmed by oath. This was the 1397-* 

_ , w . tbrated mlh|N or t h, under the name of the Union The union 
tuto\ and whiclr^terwards gave birth to wars that °f Calmar 
^ r artuge between Sweden and Denmark. It confined <**clnded* 
>f thfdl. principal articles, which were eftabliftied for the fe- 
rurity of' v;ach nation. *The firft imported, that the three 
^■HomVjjvhicfc. were in a manner elective, fhould hence- 
ud nSve^biit one and the" fame king, who fhUuld be 
ceffively by each of the kingdoms, and thin ap- 
Jtovedi 5 v a general aflembly of the whole. The fecond ar- 
icle coined in the obligation upon the fovereign to divide 
lis time equally in the three kingdoms, and to ffiend in each 
he revenue^arifing to him from each crown, vfithout being 
ible tq^apply the favings but fcr^the good of tlwt particular 
Kingdom. •The third and nyi*;.important v/M, that each 
kingdom fhould retain its own fen ate, and 

irivileges of every kind; and that ui?.j>j*/.ifTons of every 
:ingdom fhould be maintained at the cxpence of that parti- 
: lfojand defended by its forces ; and that the fubje£ts 
>t one kingdom fhould not be raifed to poffcs of profit and 
ower in the other, but fhould be reputed foreigners, except 
i.'Aiftr own native country. 

While the congrefs fat at Calmar , Albert's tonaEric died ; Albert re.' 
melancholy accident that made fuch an impreflion on theJ*g ns all 
nhappy king, as to make him give up all hopes of remount- tl} 0 U ?M* of 
ng *be throne of Sweden ; for notwithftaiding the condi- r ^ orveriH Z 
|ps on which he obtained his liberty, he never defpaired till bu crvvjn ‘ 
pvu/ '•ecovgring his crown. Stockholm was not given up 
greeable to the treaty* but he now wrote to his garrifon to 
the neceffity 9 of the times, and furreraier themfelves 
3 Ma^ret- The evample of Stockholm was followed by all 
he othv/r*X*-ong hofiw,•poflefTed bv Albert in Sweden; but 
ill the queen could nol recover Gothland , this iiland being re- 
lined by the grand-maffer of the Teutonic order, who pretended 
> hold it by right of conqueft, as he had driyen the pirates 
om thence. Firft it was mortgaged to him by Albert for fk. 
im of money ; but he refufed to deliver it to that prince, 
hen hotf)ffered to redeem it. Margaret determined to re- 
>ver it by force of aims. She 1 bar .an army thither, under 
lefe experienced officers Algotb Magnus and Abra fo j a Jfr wfo. 

Vijby the capital was immediately bdieged, |be D >nes pufhed 
ic attack with ardour, and the knights defended the city 
4th intrepidity, when the emperor interpofed, in quality of 
rotedtor of the Teutonic order, and offered his mediation to 
xommodatc alL differences. IJs called a congrefs at Helfm. D. 
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burg , whither he °iitvitfd the queers deputy. He 
at length flipu’aied that the iflan^ fhoubjfje furrel 
Margaret , on her paying a certain^On of mom 
knights : but as the money was j .ot paid for fatntjfime, 
the knights kept poffeflion, which however did# notjjSevent 
the queen from renewing her old alliance with themA r 

The following year deputies froi f. the Vandal j 
had ex&ciftd piracies during the late diftmh&q 
Nicopin .; ‘in the ifland of Fal/lre. A treaty wq$ 
between her majefty on the one part, and the d.ou/£es on 
the other, in which it was flipulated', that a genera^ pardon 
fhould be granted for all diforders committed luring the 
late troubled and that the preceding treaties ^,tween the 
contracting [parties fhould fubfift in full force if particularly 
that treaty lL’ which the Vajplal cities engaged to gnacantee 
the promifdLmade by Jlhgfx Ip obtaining his libemy. 

For the fotr fuJ^f^.iig years the three kingdoms enjoyed 
profound tranqfctiSf/, and Margaret applied her mind to 
works of piety, or rather of policy. She was well acquainted 
with the natural difpolition of her people: accufto^mjj.me ifm 
extreme of liberty, (he knew they would with difficulty beA 
the reflraint of authority, which, however, was neceffary tf 
carry on government, and fupprels perpetual infurredRGiis. 
To eftablLTf iierfelf firmly, file gained over, by affability and 
liberality, the principal perfons in each kingdom ; made them 
her creatures, and oppoftd their influence to all fad ions 
formed againft the court. The clergy were efpecially eflential 
to her views, on account of tlfeir wealth, their power^%4 
their credit with the people. In thefe days all.devtfSCncd^v 
filled in donations to the church, and.~-.etv was eftimated by 
the will and doility to enrich the clergy. - Margaret wa^^are 
of this: (he founded monafteries, eruipwed ch«rdye r aug¬ 
mented the power and privileges off,the bifhtl^ admitted 
them to a great (bare in jthe adminiftr^tion, and intirely won 
their hearts by her largefles. Filled with gratitude for the 
numberlefs marks of favour and diftindtion fliewn them, the 
bifhops fell into all her views, and .were followed by the 
inferior order of the clergy, who found their imereft confided 
in coinciding with the fentiments of their fuperiors* 1 both on 
account of their dependence on them* and becaufe the pro- 
t«&Von of the court, arid the queen’s recommendation, were 
tiie fureft' means of obtaining bifhopricks, and other dig¬ 
nities. 

The .nobility and gentry, already jealous of the high powtf 
and tredit of the church, beheld with chagrin this addition 
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hops: they, however, durft not ex- 9"he 
eir rele?fchfMt. Equally politic and powerful. Mar- lityani 
her creftjhts concealed among the difcontented, gtnry jta- 
sjave her notice oHall their proceedings, broke and dif * ous °J *hi 
cofrtjprted their meafures. # • Aergy, 

Dn.i remarkable occurrence is mentioned by hiftorians to 
have falKn out abouf this time. A report prevailed tfiat 
tr’aufy TS^ftqueen’s Ton, was not dead : it was pr£$agated by 
mi^iy oQdie nobility, and fuppofed to be firft fet or.foot by 
ther.i,|mordcr to punifh Margaret for her liberality to the 
clergy^ The impoftor laboured to pafs for the king, and every * n 
day gabbed credit, by making difeoveries which could poifibly < cr ^ H 
have beu^ known only to Glaus and his moth#. Margaret , 0 r jj cn _ 
however, fwas too many for him: (he proved shim to be fon mark, 
to <he nurfe of Ola us, and to^ave got thefejlcrets from his 
mother, Whom fhe had madwhifA-onfid^m. Jghc next proved 
that Olaus had a large wart betweeff ^.fhoi ^ders, which mark , 
did not appear on the impoftor. LaftlJsThe farther proved, 
by a cloud of witncfics, that the king actually died upon a 
XHL’MiiX ffday, and was buried at Soora. In fine, the impoftor 
was feized, put to the torture, and publicly burnt at a place 
between Faljlerbo and Scanora a . 

' J mARG ARET was not happy enough t #,.n d herfelf (b 
eafily of the continual inauietuJes excited bytne houfe of^ ^ _ 
Holjletn. All her munificence to this family could not ex -puteswitb 
tinguifti antient animofity. or engage their gratitude. $h ^tbe houfe of 
could not depend on treatjes concluded With them, though Holftein. 
Hfi^iimnly fworn to, nor in their fealty, nor fidelity. In one 
word,The fiwerely felt the imprudence of that aft, whereby 
*p confirmed ftraflfftfrs in the pofteftion of ^ dutchy io im- 
j^prfant to her dftrrftnions as SUfwict. Count Gerhard of Hoi- 
Jltin V:J1 ii* a battle,£»ught with fomc of his neighbours in the 
year leaving \ widow and three young children ; Hen¬ 

ry, the oldeft of w»m, was no more rhan feven year* of . 
age ; Adolphus , the \cond, but three; and Gerhard , fhe 
youngeft, then in the cradle. Several guardians were ap* 
pointed in his will} but Henry , bifhop of Ofnahurg , uncle to 
the young princes, excited great troubles, by claiming a right 
to the*9dminiftration of Slefwick , till his nephews arrived at 4 
proper age. He fdbnd means to raife a fa&ion, by means 
of Segeburg and Rend/burg. 

On the other hand, Margaret beheld dfith uneafinefs thofis 
commotions excited in a dutchy which had been a fief of Den* 
mark . With a view to apply healing remedies, as Well as to 

* 9 "T \ * * , 
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- profit by the prefent 'fituation of affairs, (h&Jumper 
the widow Elizabeth, who £he knew wasj^aht of 
Thus (he obtained poffefiion of certai i^p trefles in 
and like wife of the firong citadel of f ppenrade, by JBarryifTg 
Elizabeth, widovvof count Nicholas, who poffefled# this tfpcc, 
to Eric duke of Saxony, paying htr portion, and keeping*in 
htSr own hands the fortrefs. She likewife, by a ftr^fe of po¬ 
licy, got Gyii/bach into her 
and preferred to the cathedral 
length difpofed of every thing # 

own pleafure. The oldeft of duke Gerhard s Ions ws car¬ 
ried to Denmark, and had three of the principal nobjjfty ap¬ 
pointed his guardians: Adolphus, his fecond brother, lived 
with his uncle! who conceived a firong affe&ion far 7 the boy, 
and had him ± length raifed tpa high place at thoemperpr’s 
court (A). 8|me writers aJJ^q, that the dutchefs Elizabeth, 
and all the greatvord^f.^^/u;;V^, put themfelves voluntarily 
under the qucen’^stsreelion, acknowledged her fovereignty, 
and did homage to her as fuperior of the dutchy. They add, 
that (he divided between the dutcheis, the young dukejj^jg^ 
dians, and the chief nobility, all places of honour amT profit 
in the dutchy, with certain yearly falaries, with which they 
became in a (hort time diffatisfied. What however is'ct*** 
tain, and agfrtfsd upon by all hiftorians, is, that peace was at 
this time proclaimed-between Denmark and Slefwick ; and that 
neither the queen nor king pretended to any other rights within 
the dutchy, befide? thofe of fuperior and fovereigns merely 
nominal, without power to enalt taws, or impofc taxes. 

In the following year Margaret annexed fevwal pl^scfte^, 
the crown, which hat) either been mortgaged or ufurped# 
during the lad feign. This year had aln?o(i proved fatal 
Denmark. The fummer, and cfpecially^hc autumn fegforr, ■ 
had been fo rainy, that the fruits of the fifth were|&S\6yed, 
and the air corrupted, infomuch that ab/ve a tenth of the in¬ 
habitants of Denmark perifhed of family ^and peflilence. Vet, 


(A) CrantzJut relates a cir- then attempted to fufpend the 
cumftance of this young prince pearls round his neck; but 
that merits notice. Margaret , Adolphus ftruggled fo hard, that 
when he was an infant, gave the jewels were broke *againft 
him a mark* of her friendship, the wall. Yfence, fays our au- 
by adorning his cap with a thor, the fage Margaret drew an 
firing of fine pearls, which the omen that the young prince 
child reje&ing, (he offered to would one day prove a bitter 
tje them round his arm, but to enemy to Denmark (t). 
this he was equally averfe; (he 
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s, there occurred ftivo events which af- 
te the court ind people. Albert of 
formeiV*>king of Sweden^ published a writing, 
lerfty he renounced^ claim to the c^awn of Sweden, and 
eng^tfd never to take arms againft Eri\ yr his fucceffors ; 
k but io live upon a footing of the ffri&eft qmjty with them. 

;The next- circumffance was the marriage of rt^g Erie wifti 
die daufgjbter of Henry IV. king of England, whicnVyas cele¬ 
brated a tJiunden on the twenty-fifth of Qflobefvus year. a. D. 
.This p'fncefs, if we may credit the Danijh hiftorians, brought 1406. 
the kinr an immenfe fortune. 

Notwithstanding peace had been proclaimed between 
Denmark spd Slefwick , the Danes and HoIjlchiefs were conti¬ 
nually in a#ns, and committing perpetual ravages upon each 
other's frontiers. Wearied with thefe diforde^s, king Eric 
refolued tef apply effe&ual remedies. He invite x Henry , bi(hop 
of Ofnaburg , the chief author of thefe difturbjnces, amicably 
to terminate them by an interview at Holding ; but this con? 
ference breaking off abruptly, a fecond interview was ap-i 
pointed i*.i Fionia. Here it was agreed, that eleven thoufand p eact ^ 
marks in filvcr fhould be paid to Denmark , to indemnify the tween 
lofl^fuftained by the infults of the Holfleintrs ; that the Holftein 
towns of Flensburg and Menhus be put into thiking’s hands, 
until payment of the above fum ; or, at leaft, until the bifhop mark, 
proved that the Holfleintrs had been equal Sufferers by the in- 
curfions of the Danes. Some writers indeed alledge, that 
Elizabeth, dutchefs dowager of Holftein, pus thefe towns into 
hands, without ftipufating any conditions. 
f Some" differences arofe this year between the queen and the 
jdutchefs dowager. **Vomen feldom agree long, where they 
are rivals in beaifty hr power. Margaret, imagining that the 

dutchefs wanted to r^varicate ahout the promife of furren-_ _ _ 

dering Gaitorp , advaiVed to take poffeffion of that city; but between 
whether it was that lie dreaded a body of armed men, re- Margaret 
potted to have been nidged in a certain tower, or appre- and the 
hehded fome fecret defigns upon her perfon, certain it is that dutchefs 
Ihe immediately abandoned the town, and threw out fotne dowager of 
fevere reflections upon the dutchefs. A mifunderftanding fa Slefwick. 
flight fdftn broke out into a war, and the pretext was, that 
Eric by fortifying Flfnsburg , lately put into his hands, gave 
fufpicions of having defigns upon the whole duteby. Nor 
did the conduct of four Holftein gentleman, in.the queen’s 
fervice, contribute a little towards accelerating the rupture, 

Thefe officers, withdrawing themfelves fuddenly, perfuaded 
Henry bifhop of Ofnaburg that the dutchy of Slefwick would 
fpeedily be annexed to the cro|Jn of ptnmark, if proper mea- 
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fures were not taken fubvert the defigm Afor^jHtfVuiti 
AWr. Elizabeth beganiher'‘Operations b»L«woke of yelicjb 
which may well be deemed treachertr*?' She founj^We^pC" 
to draw the confute,of Flensburg into her power^ an£ then 
detained them prifdners, till they engaged the citizens to^ut 
the town intpk/fthe hands of the Hojfleinert. Her fcheme 
fucceedcd j/we gates were opened to her forces, and every* 
inhabiwn^fjrevoked the oaih of allegiance (worn #6 Eric, 
Hoflilities were now commenced, feveral places : ^yere f fur- 
prifid, and among others the fortrefs of Swabejlede ,° nd the 
citadel belonging to the bifhop of Slefwick , the ufual .place of 
his refidence *. 


No fooneruhad Eric notice of thefe tranfa£lion^, than he 
refoived to ihake reprifals. Accordingly he ihvaded the 
iflands of Arrkbe and Alfen y of both which he foon became 
mailer. Next* he concluded i treaty, offenfive and defen- 
five, with the inhabitants of Dithmarjh, and immediately fent 
a body of troops againft the Frifons , under the conduct of 
general Monk , who had for lieutenants three very experienced 
officers, John Scarpenberg , Nicholas Thu on, and Hen*p Cab fit. 
This corps, amo&nting to eight thoufand men, without ca¬ 
valry, had orders to march to Tundcren , Eric being de r, yu<» 
The Danes fubduing^tji* country round. They came loaded with booty 
defraud h to the neighbourhood of Hufum and Bredjledt , where they 
Adolphus were fuddenly attacked by Adolptius of Schawemburg , and cut 
A. D. in pieces. Monk the general, and Nicholas Thuon , were left 
1410. dead on the field,’ together with fourteen hundred inferior of¬ 
ficers and private men. Scarpenberg was taken prifo net ^eOtj 
at length obtained bis liberty at a ranfom of eV^ht fhoufamf 
marks in filver., It was reckoned thaY’Mfais unfortunate erg-, 
pedieion had coft Eric two hundred thodVand marks, beftdes 
the lofi of fo many brave foldiers (A).jf , 


* Meurs. 1. v. f * 


(A) CraHtzius differs con ft- Bremen and Weftphalia. He 
derably from the DanUh hifto- adds, that about this time Eric 
riatas in his relation of this ac-, Crutnmedick furprifed Flenjburg ; 
don* According to him the that the king's troops, however, 
Danes amounted to fifteen hun- defended the citadel; r and that 
dred cavaliers; but no mention the Danijh fleet laid fiege to the 
is made of the number of foot town, but were not able to 
foldiers. Sebawenhmrgf s army force the garrifon, which, in 
did not exceed eight ^pndred fpite of all hardships, remained 
men,; railed in a hurry Auifjit firm to the young duke (1). 
Lunenburg, in the diocefe of 
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vf’itf'AtL thMcfeat Eric followed thpadvice of his fenate, * * 

and mMe overraresto ac>? ffln » dJfc differences with the 
rr- princes. ( n^oro^oAils wereVmbraced by the dut- 
chefs Elizabeth, who cwnfented to refekthe matter to arbi¬ 
tration. A certain number were appointniUy each fide, but 
n$ conclufion was forced till two years aft^g, 

- The tumult of arms gave place for fome ifcne to pubfic The prin- 
rejoiciffgs and feftivals on account of the marrNge of the C e/s So- 
pr»n«efe&pAw, or according to fome writers Catherine , fitter phia of 
to Eri ffto John duke of Bavaria and Newburgh fon to the Denmark 
emperor Rupert. The marriage was celebrated at Ripen, marries 
and forty thoufand florins given for the priqcefs's fortune. J 0 !* 0 °f 
Provided (he furvived her hufband, a jointuj^ of an equal B avar * a * 
fum was fettled on her; four weeks were allowed her before 
consummation, and in the mean time her fortune was to be 
paid inter the hands of her •hufband. 

Notwithstanding the propofitions foj peace, and the D. 
conferences held for terminating the differences between 14* *• 
Denmark and the houfe of Holjietn, both fides did not fail to 
Cbmmit.nutr.berlels hottilities. It was neither perfedt pea& 
nor declared war, yet each fide bore the nrfbtt inveterate ha- 
trejfio the other. Some gentlemen of Hol/iein , to whom 
the king had committed certain towns in tr-df^ upon their 
taking an oath of fidelity to him, perfidioufly furrendered them 
to the dutchets, and took all opportunities of infulting the 
king’s garrifons in thefe parts. Enraged with thefe diforders, 

Eric was forced to come to.the laft extremity, and declare to 
^.e.dutchefs, that, unlefs they were fpeedily redreffed, he would 
employ' all ;he force of Denmark to reunite the dutchy of 
" 'Siejwick to the cr&wft. His menaces had ttye defired effect: 
the dutchefs and ptinccs declared publicly, that they would 
endeavour all in thi'r power to accommodate matters to his 
farisfadtion; for wh\h purpofe a new congrefs was held at 
Kolding t where a tru^s for five years was concluded, during 
which time the umpi& were to give their verdidt, and final 
decifton, refpediing the fortrefles raifed or taken by either 
party, as well as all other grievances. Immediately fcvcraljf truce 
treaties, of little confequence, were concluded between queen caneluded 
MargUlet and the dutchefs. They ferved, however, to diftin- be/’ween 
gu'fli the ability, tile moderation, the (olid judgment, and^ tnm * r ^ 
active difpofition of Margaret. All the Danijh hiftorians are^^/^f 
full of her praifes upon this occafion; but^hey negledt the re- ^ V 
lation of thofe circumfiances whscfa^alone could form our c * wl '- 
judgment of her condudl. It vrasloon after thefe tranfac- 
tions that (he was carried off fay a fudden death, in the fifty- 
* f ninth 
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ninth year of her ajge, and thirty-fixth ofi^r reig| l « l iHrt 
include the time of het4Kg***y> * a 

The characters drawn by tht ficmjfc+TA Swedijh hBtpi’ia^vl , 


The characters drawn by tht Swedijh hH^pfciafva* 
are very different. Recording to thofarft, Margaret Was pof- 
fefled of every vj[rtirc belonging to a fovercign : fteady-, pene¬ 
trating, a&ive^^^ad bold, fne gamed the love of her fubje&s, , 
commande^.ierrefpeCt of her neighbours, and was the terror 
of her en^nies. According to the latter, (he wasfoginbitious 
as to endeavour the extenfion of her power at tfeg expence 
of public liberty. She was pious from policy, modeY^e from ; 
intereft, affable and familiar only with her creatures, proud 
to all bcfides j rigid and inflexible in the adminiftration of pri¬ 
vate juflice ; ^ut regardlefs of oaths and treaties, when placed 
in competition with her intereft or ambition. In a word, a 
woman of gr^at ability, but little integrity ; of a found head, 
but a corrupted t heart. It is probable, that too- much preju¬ 
dice prevails in a both thefe characters. The Swedes flattered 
thcmfelvcs, that the union of Caltnar would have extended 


their liberties, and they found them retrenched by Margaret . 
She was too ambitious, too powerful, to reft fatisfi^d with a 
limited authority. No fooner was (he declared queen of Swe¬ 
den, , than ihe formed fchemes for extending the prerogative: 
Ihe recovered^tjy degrees, the chief fortrefles out of the hitTds 
of the gently, by feafonable grants to them of another na¬ 
ture, which did not render them independent on the court. 


Moft of the Swedijh governments ihe difpofed of to the 
Danijh nobility, contrary to the exprefs words of the treaty of 
Colmar; removing, infenfibly, the native nobility fron^a^* 
places of truft and profit. Abraham Broderfon evas the onlyr 
favourite among all the Swedes. He wo..* young noblemarf 
of fine add refs "and handfome perfon ; bat otherwife of little"^ 
confideration, either in influence or ability. On him ihe be¬ 
llowed the government of Holland , honoured him with a 
great ihare of her confidence, and he/Jed favours upon his 
family ; a conduCt that increased the f ^content of the Swedes , 
and gave room for fufpicion, that her majefty regarded only 
the perfonal attractions of Broderfon. It fumilhed them with 
freih caufes of complaint againft the queen, and additional 
reafons for lamenting the union, which occafioned the l Iofs of 
their liberties, at leaft of their own weight and influence 
in the fcale of government. They prefented themfelves in 
a body to he( maje£y, with a remonftrance of their rights, 
and a copy of the treaty o{jCalmar> the infraction of which 
was the fubjeCt of iheir cu«j> 1 aints. All the anfwer they re¬ 
ceived was, that they might $uard thofe rights with the fame 

diligence 
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djjiganqe flietnuld maiojam the fortrafles of the kingdom. 
Thus die amMhous and Hangbya^rirmefs reigned with an al- 
jnoft dwpoiic'authority in tymaeri. impofed taxes before 
unbeard-of in that cofiNpy^and ftrenglhened her own power 
by removing the nobility from public £$airs, and reducing 
thkpeople to fo low a condition, as deprivdH them of the abi- 
' lityVpf redrafting themfelves, or feeking a cfe^e in the go- 
vernhtoyit. * \ 

^MARGARET has likewife been reproached wifV exerting 
exce&vfptfuelty againft certain Danijh lords, whom fhe per¬ 
fected out of refentment, until (he took away their lives in 
a manner the moft ignominious and excruciating. But thefe 
are the malicious fuggeftions of envy and calumny. The three 
lords were juftly put to death for crimes of the worft com¬ 
plexion fhe even would have interpofed her clemency; but 
juftice, and the public good, required that they'fhould fuffer. 
In a word, if Margaret was inferior in fome of the qualities 
of the heart, which gained a few of her predeteflbrs the glo¬ 
rious title of Father of their People, fhe was exceeded by 
nqne in prudence, in policy, juftice, and true magnanimity; 
qualities which diftinguifhed themfelves fo early in this prin- 
cefs, that her father Voldemar faid on a cetain occafion, 
“ Tiftt Nature had erred in producing her a woman, fince 
“ fhe was originally intended for a man “.** j 

»* -a 
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SECT. X. 

Containing the "public franfaflions until the. Reign of 

(Jhriftopher III. 

\ 

E%R I C X. 

T\ E N MA RK loft a great princefs at the death of Mar - Eric X. 

garet j but it was generally believed that this Iofs, aezt/itrnamd 
as it wajj| would be happily repaired in the perfon of Eric, 0/ Pome- 
formed to reign by tj>e counfels and example of a miftrefs fo rania. 
(killed in the art of government. No prince ever afeended the 
throne with greater applaufe and expeditions from the people 
than Eric. The Danes flattered themfelves they'fhould ex¬ 
perience in him the fame qualities tJf^jyfdmired in the queen : 
the Swedes and Norwegians , efpctiglly the former, hoped for 
the recovery of jhofe privileges,^he loft of which had occa- 

fioned 
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fiotied >1! the murmhrings in the^ceding gg^n. BrtfS&b* 
CeeJed to the crown afl&dpaMaknls of Margaret $ but he in¬ 
herited neither her povyjr nor pwtltX. F|r from recovering their* - 
liberties the Swedes fgund the yokotof ftppreffion rendered more 
grievous. He d\$ l/6t,however', run immediately {nto€xcefrf 
but differed YuxukK to glide gently into the mcafures of 
fjJotifm and/^fafhny. ° J 

On his/acceflion we fee him promifing to conform-'to^ll 
the treaties made with Margaret , to confirm her d^natiqps to 
the church and clergy, to preferve the people in th^Q rights, 
and to fee all wills duly executed agreeable to the intention of 
the Jcccafed. We fee him aggrandising the city Seby in Scbo- 
tun, and endowing it with the fame privileges and immunities 
as Lunden and Malmogen. In a word, we behold him purfuing 
the Heps marked out by his predeceflor of glorious fcnen?.ory, 
the imereft of his people, and^the true condu& of a politic 
prince. At this time Eric refided at Stockholm , and the 
Sioedrst lenfible of the advantages rcfulting to them from the 
preicnce of the court, drove to give him new proofs of their 
attachment. Jealous however of' their liberties, they did not 
omit feizing the favourable opportunity of confirming them* 
The nobility, bifliops, and fenate, all endeavoured to obtain 
a general diet of the Hates ; but in vain; for Eric §p]Ae- 
hended lelf* meafures contrary to his defigns might here be 
concerted. He therefore returneu to Denmark^ without grant¬ 
ing this ardent requeft of the whole nation a . 

ERIC found fdi employment inlhis kingdom. The truce 
between Margaret and the houie of Holjlein had for a tin^r 
fufpended hoitiliiies; but yet the caufe of their mutual am* 
mofity fubfifted. y. rheumpires were ttngive judgment within 
five years after'thedateaf the truce, anJ now there was no - ' 
time to lofc- Accordingly IVratiflaus duke of Pomerania 
an<l Stctin appeared for Eric f and nenfy duke of Brunfwtck - 
Lunsnbtttgi on the part of the dutches Elizabeth. They met 
to give final fcntence at Flensburg , ?Qd the firft thing deter¬ 
mined was mutually to releafe all prifoners made fince the 
peace mediated by Ulric of Mecklenburg . This far was per¬ 
fectly confident with the meafures taken in the life-time of 
Margaret ; but the podure of affairs was greatly altered. The 
king was no longer in the humour to comprotnife preten¬ 
dons which he was in a condition to enforce by arms. He 
likewile held it dishonourable to treat and negotiate with vafi- 
fals, nay, with rebels^who had taken arms againft him, ne¬ 
glected tbeir oath, anfr^tantrary to the refpett due to theif 

\ 
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Tear, ri^nveftitdre of Skfwkk; Vacant by the death of 6 *r» 
bard. Stftrh were this prince’* notions of the royal preroga¬ 
tive. Thus, infteid of fubmittiqg the difference to umpires,'' 

£ru took a 'method totally different $ byt agreeable, as he 
ghnagined, to his dignity. He cited the duke of Ltminburg 9 
dbe dutchefs Elmdeth, afld the princes of Hotfltin % Henry,* 

'Adafyus, gnd ^Whard, to appear at the next diet to be af- 
femblcd at Neoburg, in order to terminate matters before 
that high tribunal. 

Tub parties met on the day appointed, attended by the a ^ m 
r dukes of Pomeranta, Mecklenburg, Siena, Saxony, and Brunf- du 8 at tbt 
' wick | this laft taking an oath in quality of unci# and guar- tongu/t, 
dun to Gerhard, the deceafed duke of Slefwitk. He repre- 
fented^ that Gerhard received the inveftiture of the dutchy 
as a vojpcitafy bounty bf the king and kingdom, and that his 
ehildrf i now claimed the fame favour. To tlns £w replied, 
that Margaret had indeed formerly granted that dutchy to 
the houle of Holjiejn , as a fief of the crown ; but that the 
princes had refuted to accept it under that title. Henry denied 
this in fact t and the king made anfwer* that«it was to no 
purpofe to deny fads that could be proved by authentic docu¬ 
ments. It was notorious, he faid, that the duke bad pre¬ 
ferred the function of a foldier during the wars. Withe pof* 
feffion of Sltfwuk as a fief. He then ordered the proofs to 


be produced; to which Henry having nothing to oppofe, he 
had recourfe to intreaties and prayers, that the affair might 
be fubmitted to arbitrators, ptomifing folemnly to ftand by 
their award, or by the articles of the laft treaty, whereby it 
*wV agreed, that all ce.iquefb made on either fide fhould be 
*reftored, and matters put on the antient footing. 

As this propofal was not agreeable to Erie , he again cited 
before the diet all the princes of the hOufe of Hof/titn. They 
appeared, and the king ijpm his throne opened the affembly 
with a full explication the circumftances of the difpute* 
When he had finilbed his fpeech, he ordered the archbifhop 
of Rofchild, chancellor of Denmark, to deliver his fentiments, 
and what the laws of the kingdom required. The archbifhop 
made a laboured harangue, in which he infifted chiefly on 
that ftatute which ordains, that all fubjeds of the crown, 
who have conneded themfelves with foreigners and joined 
sglinft their foverejgn, made incuifions into the comitry, or 
otherwife diffurbed or infringed the laws^Aould be punifhed 
with the loft of their effe&t and and be deemed 

guilty of high treafon. He then (pronounced the following 
ftoteoce, as prpfident of tbf diet-f that the pfinceft Eliza* 
Moo. Hist. Vol. XXXII. fX btth 
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r * beth and duke Henry of Brunfwick, as tutots ted caunfdloTB - 
unteptt/ftd t0 ^ rif ’ 8 children, had* forfeited all right to the ^tc$y 6f 
nvithre- Slefwick , in confequence of having taken arms agsnnft whir' 
fptfito lawful foveresgn; that all expences occafioned by L the late 
Slefwick. tumults ftioulcLbe indemnified ( to the crown by the faoufc 
of Hoi ft tin ; and laftly, that the dutchy in queftion reverted^' 
in full right, and (hould hereby be annetffe to the crown 
of Denmark *. <• 


\ 


Scarce had the chancellor pronounced fentence# when 
the young Henry threw himfelf at the king’s feet, and be- 
fought him to grant the inveftiture of the dutchy as a fief ; 
but the king only replied, that he muft firft gain pof- 
feffion, that he might then have full power to grant it 
upon the terms he might think proper. As this, method of 
bellowing fiefs was new to the German princes, it appeared 
unjuft, and confirmed theme all ftrenuous defenders of tho 
, Hol/lein family. An alliance was formed between Balthafar 
prince of Vindalia, Henry of Brunfwick , the uncles and guar¬ 
dians of the young princes, and Albert of Mecklenburg ,, who was 
raviihed with the opportunity of revenging on the perfon of 
her fucceflor 'the affront put on him by Margaret , in driving 
him out of the throne of Sweden. On the other hagd* Eric 
Cronandeckst Otton Sifted, and feveral other nobility of rank 
and power, deferted the Hol/lein family, and went over to 
Eric. This wis a confiderabie lofs; but not fufficient to di¬ 
vert their intention of ferioully preparing for war. 

A. D. This year the celebrated council of Conjlance fat, during 
1414* which time the emperor Sigitmund wrote to Eric, requeuing 
him to employ all his interelt and power to induce the city of 
j Lubec to re*eftabli(b their fenate,'which they had abolished„ 
about feven years before. To oblige the*emperor, Eric ufed 
all his endeavours to reftore the fenate; but finding the Lu- 
beckers obftinate, he declined ufing force, not chuung to in-, 
creafe the number of his enemies^ He contented himfelf 
with fending Sigifmund an account of his proceeding!, and 
requefting that he would not protect the houfe of Holjhin. 
Pleafed with Eric* s compliance, the emperor confirmed the 
fentence palled againft the Hol/lein princes, declaring, that 
• all the proceedings of the diet were perfectly rtigular, and 
^ confiftent with equity and law. This letter Dean date die 
* ,.* fourteenth of June, 1415. 

Eric enters Sure of SiffmuncTs countenance, Eric did not long deiibe- 
Slefwick rate in what meth<^ fjr was to a 6 k. Immediately he took the 
•with an field, and entered tfle^idutchy of Slefwick with a mimerow 


army. 
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Arnty. Strcfimtm that all the HolJUin forces were affembled 
wound tnl cities of SUfmck and Gottorp, while the reft of the 
country was left defeocelefi, he haftily erected two fortrefles 
at the rRouth of the Sley, the one called Sleypiand, and the 
txhcfConigsburg. The famd he did on the weftern fide of 
'the dutchy, wne the f&rtreiles of Frefenberg and IVildjpang 
w ettjh uilt on tflbanks of the Trie, a method which he took 
to poflpfe Vimfel^the more eafily of the dutchy. 

Having taken thefe precautions, he again applied to the 
Lubccktrs in favour of the fenate. It is probable, that Sigif- 
mund renewed his inftances upon this head; for we And Eric 
now entering upon more vigorous meafures. Hi ordered alt 
their fiftiermen in Schonen to be feized, and their eflFe&s con- 
fifcated ; giving at the fame time directions to the governor 
^of j Sergiu te feize all the effeCtgbelonging to the merchants of 
Lubec, within his jurifdiCtion. Thunder-ftruck with this Hid¬ 
den blow, the Lubeckers recalled the fenate; and thus the king 
laid an obligation on the emperor, while he at the fame in- 
ftant ftrengthened his own intereft by the faft friendfhip of 
the fenate, who owed their liberty and prelent felicity* to 
his condu&. 

In iffe mean while the affairs of the Holjltin^ family were A wen* 
upon the decline. Henry of Brunfwick , uncle t *<5 the young °f [be af- 
princes, held the towns of Gottorp, Plot** Honraw , and/”" Sf 
Hajfeldop , in fecurity of a fum of money which he had lent HoWtein * 
the princes; and as he now wanted money* and they were 
.unable to redeem the towns, ht offered them to Eric on the 
fame conditions: but the king reje&ed his propofal, bp 
the advice of Crommedich\ who perfuaded him that he would 
toon reduce them < bp force, as they Were every way unpro¬ 
vided for a long defence. Beitdes this, all the cities of Van- 
dalia , Hamburg excepted, were in alliance with the king, 
and of conference entities to the princes of Holflein. .The 
duke of Saxony, on account of a private quarrel, marched 
at the head of an prtoy to bum Oieftoe, and pillage the ad¬ 
jacent country. THfi^dukes John and Albert demanded pay¬ 
ment of the marriag^jportion of tbeir niece Ann: in a word, 
every thing feemed confpiring to effeCfc the downfal of this 
family. Nothing indeed could be more unequal than the 
conteft between Eric and the young princes. On the one 
fide was a powerful monarch, matter of three great king- 
dams, and in affiance with the greater number of his neigh¬ 
bours : on the other, a greater,nun&a’of prince^it is true, 
hirt foverelgns only of petty at variance with each 

other, and now (United rather oujt^of pique to Eric, than at- 
tacjiment to each other, or any Well-figcfted feheme of po- 
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liey. Still, however, the Hojfleinen maintained a good coun¬ 
tenance, and determined to make ' igorous effort}! in theij 
own defence \ 

Early this year the king a fecond time entered*the dut- 
chy of Slefwick , and immediately befteged the cities of Slef- 
’■wick and Gottorp ; and to cut off aU commjmication between'' 
them, he erected a fortrefs called Halberjlffk, in the inter¬ 
mediate fpace. Ail his endeavours proved abottiveT* Yor 
thefe places being well provided with every neccflaiy of de¬ 
fence, made feveral bride and fuccefsful Tallies, which obliged 
the king to withdraw his army. Nor was this the only 
difappointi^fent he fuftained. On the one fide Albert of Meck¬ 
lenburg and Balthafar of Vandalia, were marching at the 
head of an army to the affiftance of the Holfteiners. On the 
other, the Frifons , induced by Henry of Ofnabgrg tb take 
arms againft the king, wer£ making a diverfion. The for¬ 
mer befieged and took Frejenburg , and the latter formed the 
fiege of Tenderen, and Toon got pofieffion of a place too weak 
to make any long defence. 

Incensed with thefe Ioffes, Eric decamped from before 
Gottorp, refolving to lay the country of the Frifons in afhes ; 
and this reafon the DaniJI) hiftorians alfign for raifing afec.fiege 
of that city*' When the king was preparing to crofs the Ey- 
der % he di(covered Henry of OJpaburg polled in fuch a manner 
as to obftru& his paffage. This prince had narrowly watched 
the motions of the Danijb army, and Teemed determined to 
make a (land, which obliged Eric to rclinquifh his defign and 
plan of revenge upon the Frifons . Inftead of entering their 
country, he attacked Htnry'% army, ,and was reccived with fo, 
much unexpftded refolution as quite ^ifconcerted him, and. < 
forced him to return to his fleet, and embark for Denmark ; 
fully determined, however, to revenge the following year all 
the diigraces he encountered. / 

His retreat encouraged the Holjjein princes to enter upon 
a&ion. They firft.made a defcenropjthe ifland Femeren, all 
which they reduced, except the fo r u, ."yyf Glambed, which 
Ivor Brufk , the governor, bravely deferred. They had in- 
vefted this place for the fpace of two months, andfinding all 
their endeavours to take It by the regular method fliege, fruf- 
trated, they determined toftarve the garrifon. Brufk was ob- 
fttnate, and his foldiers reduced to the laft extremity, when he 
received kdvice that a Danijb fquadron was hovering along the 
coafl. Immediatety4&!p°k boat, efcapedthe befiegers, and 
prefented himfelf before we king, from whom he obtained fe- 
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ver allhips laden with men, provifion, and ammunition. On * 
his returfi he found all the. pafiages to the forttefs clofely 
blocked, Vhe princes who had got notice of this motion giv¬ 
ing dire£tiong to that purpofe. He tried every means to force 
his W|y ; but being constantly difappointfcd, |he garrifon al- 
- moll ftarved to death, at length capitulated, upon no other, 
condition than tifat their lives and liberty (hould be granted. 

DwMkg the winrer the king was bufied in preparations for the a. D. 
enfuing campaign, which he refolved to pufh with the utmoft 1417, 
vigour. Hib fleet was formidable, and his army fo numerous, 
that it amounted to an hundred thoufand fighting men ; but 
as he knew that the enemy confifled of foreigners who could 
not be long maintained, he contented himfelf wim annoying 
them by fea. This would have been admirable policy, if tht 
princes had no other refources than what Eric’s heated imagi¬ 
nation pretexted to him. But is foon as they difeovered his 
defign, they cantoned their army in the dutchy of Slc/wtck, 
where they were plentifully fupplied with every neceflary. 

Finding this project difeoncerted, Eric landed his army, which 
he divided into two bodies, forming the fiege of SUJwick with 
the one, and of Gottorp with the other. The* fim of thefe 
cities calculated on the 17th of July ; duke Albert of Meek* 
lenburg, who commanded the garrifon, making .a particular 
treaty with the king. It was faid, that he had liberty to re¬ 
tire wherever he pleafed, on condition that lie never Should 
carry arms againft Denmark. 

As foon as the bilhop of Ofnaburg was inforifted, that Sl/f- Eric in* 
jvick and Gottorp were inverted* he ported to Hamburgh , and wefts the 
reprefented to thfe magirtrates, that if thefe two cities were cities Slef- 
*take’n, the Danijh forces foftild over-run all Holftgin, and the w * c k and 
city of Hamburgh, tfoifid then have every thing to fear from Gottorp. 
fuch neighbours ; but not being able to ootain any spore than 
a promife of a fum of money, he harangued the people in the 
market-place with fo mudh eloquence, and energy of di&ion, 
that they inrtantly refolvcdfao declare war again ft Eric , and 
raife forces. The of the Hamburghers , the army Hamburg 

they were preparingftAn^rch into the field, and.the operations joins in 
of the Holfteid fa mjJjfro attack him as foon as they were re- the eonft- 
inforced, made a ftrong impreflion on Eric's fpirit, and de- deracy 
termined him, withoutbefitation, to raife the fiege of Got- againft 
torp, which he had now twice unfiicce&fuUy inverted. His Eric * 
reputation was greatly affixed by this meafire, the confe- 
quencet of which became more vifible every d&y ; for the 
enemy 1 ! courage encreafed in proportion as they obferved him 
feized with fear. They now took the field with an army of 
thirty thouCmd men, befide| cavalry,.matched ftreight to 
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Halleushurg , and took itfword in hand. Thence ebeymafehed 
to Slefwick , and met with equal fuccefs. They likewife forced 
Coni gsburg, and feveral caftles in the diocefe of Slejwtfki which • 
they pillaged and deftroyed. 

In the autumn feme overtures were- made for rfUbltfbing a 
peace. Dalman , bilhopof LuBec, was charged with a lom- 
fniilion from the pope, to mediate t reconciliation between 
the houfes of Denmark and Holjlein. He wfllfed for thisjyqyr- 
pofe on Eric, and found him difpofed to lillen to termsjof ac¬ 
commodation j nor were the princes at all averfe to reafona- 
blc propofitions. A truce was figned till the month of Sep¬ 
tember in the following year, in which time feveral confe¬ 
rences weretSield between the two powers. At lad the affair 
was fubmitted to the arbitration of two German princes, and 
the deputies of four of the hanfe-towns } but on conditiqp that 
if they could not come to any^ecifion, the final determination 
fhould be left to the dukes Bernard of Brunjwick , and Bugif- 
laus of Pomerania. It was alfo agreed, that, during the truce, 
both Tides fhould actually lay down their arms, as if in the 
midft of profound peace ; that no annoyance fhould be given 
to commerce, or the fubjc&s of either power, and that no new 
fortrefl'es fhould be ere died. 

The appointed day being come, the king’s deputies did 
not appear \ they were driven to fea by a itorm, and detained 
a day beyond tho time propofed. Pleafed with an opportunity 
of breaking off the conference, the Holftein princes took in- 
fir uments of their having appeared to the day, and departed. 
Thus all the endeavours of the bifhop of Lubec to eftablifb- 
peace were rendered abortive, by an accidenuon the one fide, 
and from want of inclination on the-other (A). 

The Hoffietners did not remain lor.g«ina£tive, after this 
open declaration of their intentions. They did not, however, 
in their own perfbns commence the firft houilitles; that would 
be too palpable a violation of the truce i it was fuffident for 
them that the Frifons, their allies/taade incurfions into the 
king’s territories. An attempt was to furprife $wabftide t 

(A) It was about this lime though prince was ftrongly 
that Eric received Martin the inclined to'patronige learning 
fifth's decree for founding an and feipne** the continual wart 
pniverfity in his dominions, jn which he was engaged, pre- 
with the fame privileges as that vented the execution of his pro¬ 
of Paris , ^excepting only theo- jefts, until Chriftian I. put foe 
fogy, which the Danes were re- finUhjng ftroke to them (in¬ 
quired to findy at Rome. But 

(«) ftnttn, /, far. 
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• fortref* belonging to the archbiChop of SlejwUk, who had 
joined with ErU % but it proved unfuccefsful. 

• His |ajefty, irritated with the prince's obftinacy, again took A. D. 
arms, and made an attempt to recover Ftmtren ; but finding 1419. 
that thtf inhabitants joined with the Hojfieiners to oppofe his 
landing, he rclinqui&ed thedefign, landed hil troops at HeU 
Ugerhoven % and made terrible incurilons into the country 
rygnd OMmhA and IVolJiadi \ after pillaging thofe two ci¬ 
ties" fncauraged by the large booty, he renewed his attempt 
on Fmtrm* not was repulfed, and infolently treated by the 
feoffs of die inhabitants* This treatment wrought the king 
up to the high eft pitch of rage ; he exhorted his foldiers ei¬ 
ther to revenge the affront, or perilh in the attempt. Another 
onfet was made with fuch defperate fury, that a landing was 
effe^ed, and the inhabitants driven from the ihore with great 
(laughter ;«vhich advantage wgs immediately faccegded by the 
'reduction of the whole ifland, and the fevere puntfhment of 
feveral of the leading perfons among the inhabitants. The 
country was pillaged, the villages let on fire, churches de¬ 
stroyed, married women and virgins given up to the luff of the 
(bldten, and every diforder committed, that race and the 
power of revenge could di&ate. The citadel of Gtambeck alone 
remairtbd unconquered; and it was attacked with fo much vi¬ 
gour, that the garrifon furrendered prifoners of war in lefs than 
two days. • • 

PONTANUS makes mention of a treaty concluded this Treaty it- 
year, between Eric and Vitold t king of Polgnd and duke of 
Lithuania *. In this they engaged mutually to defend each 
other againft ail enemies, efpecially the knights of the Teuto- 
me order. It was alfo ftipulated, that when either king in¬ 
fringed the treaty f their fubjeds ihould be abfoived from their 
allegiance; that neither would declare war, or conclude 
peace, without the confent of the other. That all conquefts 
ihould remain with thofe to whom they belonged; that is, 
with the party who c^uid produce the moll authentic docu¬ 
ments of right; Adi. the booty ihould be divided equally be¬ 
tween both natio&.ori that neither party ihould claim to be 
reimburfed for jptacpences of marching to the affiftance of 
the othes* 

Oh the other hand, Eric pbblifiied a writing that furniihed 
room for fpectjlation. It regarded the dowry of his queen, 
but is not material to our defigo, farther tbgp that it created a 
fulpicion in the minds of the people, that he vfas defifou* 
of extending bis prerogative, ana rendering Kjmfelf indepen¬ 
dent on the diet of the ftates. 

• L. ix. 
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All, this time the Holfieincrs were in arms, and.theVhjg 
was meditating how to come to a decifive action wkh them. 
This he attempted near hnmerfwed, and was defeated with * 
great lofs, infotnuch that his flight became a proverb, jit 1 mr 
merfuicd the Dafes were driven to the devil b . A^though this 
defeat did not terminate the war, it occaiinned a fufpenfion of 
ftoftilitics, and produced a truce, in order ro {pttle prelimina¬ 
ries for a peace. Umpires were chofen, and the whole a£r!r 
of the dutchy of Slefwick again can vailed. 'emperor 

had confirmed the fentence palled by the archhiihop of Rof- 
cbi/d, at the diet; it was indeed agreeable to law, but a very 
difputablc point in equity. However, the princes had urged 
no pnanfvve/fible arguments why it fhnuld be repeated, and 
they now rather chofe to decide the difference by the fword. 
They had confemcd to a truce, only ro prevent increafmg the 
number of their enemies by tlreir obftinacy ; but" they em¬ 
braced all occafions of fruflrating the intention of it. Erie 
perceived this, and accordingly equipped a flefct with defign 
to invade the ifland of /Ifen. Here he met with little fuccefs 
or honour ; the troops were rcpulfcd in attempting ro land ; 
Ivor Brush, admiral of the fquadron, died on Clipboard, and 
at laft a florm difperfed and (battered the whole fleet w Noe 
was Etic more happy in an attempt on the herring fifherson 
the coafl of Schor.cn ; for the Vandal cities, apprized of his 
deflgn, lent powerful fuccours tb their countrymen : at the 
fame time a fquadron from Hamburgh ravaged the coafts of 
North Jutland , and took three of the king’s (hips. 

It muft be owned, that Eric had a better turn for civil po¬ 
licy than for military operations: in the latter*he was feldom 
fuccefsful, but almoft always in the former. Sundry whole- 
iome regulations were made in fevcral citfcs 'of Denmark , and 
the police of Copenhagen , in particular, placed on the beft 
footing. One law was palled prohibiting mechanics to be 
raifed to the dignity of confuls or fenators ; another, depriv¬ 
ing the populace of the right they afluqjed of depefing their 
magiliratcs $ and a third, whereby th$ -^P^vvas endowed with 
all the privileges granted to Lunden ddfrttalmogen. Befides 
thefe, feveral private regulations for the goo&prder of the city 
were made, but though excellent in themfelves, thC^ fcarce 
merit attention in a general hiftory. ® 

As to arms, every flew attempt of Eric* s produced frefh 
difgraces. ' tfondeien was long befieged by his troops, without 
making any conilderable progrefe in its reduction. Cromme- 

who commanded the Danes , wearied opt with the length 

* *' 
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«F tfce fiege* refelved upon foaling the walls in different 0 9 

places. /No ahnoyance was given by the befieged, while he 
' was fixing the ladders ; hut as foon as they perceived the 
trenches filled, and the ladders crowded with foldiers, they 
poised fucn quantities of fuming pitch, and heaps of large 
nones upon them, as killed and wounded great numbers, oq- 
cafioned the utmoft confufion among the Danes , and gave an 
opportunity to the befieged to make terrible deftru&ion with 
their orrbws* without any danger to themfelves. In a word, 
the fiege waaflifed, after it had coft Crommedic near half his 
army. 

The Danes were alfo obliged to raife the fiege of Doming* 
on hearing that Henry of Brvnfwick had tbrownTn fupplies of 
men, ammunition, and provifion. They likewife loft Hader- 
jltben, taken by the fame prince. Eric was every where dif- 
comfited afld difgraccd ; he endeavoured therefore to repair his 
Jofles by forming powerful alliances. The firft he concluded , 
was with the cities of Vandalia. With thefe he ftruck up a 
treaty o(Fenfive and defenfive, intended to be perpetual, as the 
king included all his fucceftors, and the magiftrates of the 
towns, with all their defeendants. The cities engaged in this 
alliance were Lulec , TVifmar , Rojieci , Stralfund , Lunenburg , 
Gripfwald , and Anclam; all of which ftipulated, that inde¬ 
pendent of this treaty, they fhould have liberty to perform all 
prior engagements to other {frinces and ftafta. 

In the next place Eric fent complaints to the pope, the em- A. D.' 
peror, and neighbouring princes, of thcobftftnacy of the Hoi * 1423. 

Jiein family, which refufed all terms of accommodation, and 
violently retained the dutchy of Slejwick , though legally an¬ 
nexed to the crown of' 'Denmark . His remonftrances gained 
him the friendfhijfof almoft all the princes andTcities to whom 
he had wrote) Hamburgh alone continuing firm 'to her en¬ 
gagements to the Holjleiners. Among others, the duke of 
Lunenburg ptiblifhed an edidt, prohibiting all his fubje&s, under 
heavy penalties, to inlift in the Holjitin fervice, or any way 
to a (lift -them agaimti/be crown of Denmark. The regency 
of Lubec went fan^M«**Thcy wrote to the Holftein princes, 
acquainting thqp*^that his Danijh majefty had laid before 
them clftain complaints, which they muft fubmit to arbitra- 
' tratfon, or ftand tho confcquence of their joining the whole 
power of the hanfe- towns to the king's forces, to procure re- 
Orefs of grievances, now become intupportfble, through their 
obftinacy. To this they were anfwensd by the Holftein nobi¬ 
lity, that although it was notorious their lords were in pofief- 
fion of Slcfwici* duke Gerhard having obtained the inveftiture 
of that dutchyTfom kina Olaus ; yqt there feerned no necef- 
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fity for fubmitting to arbitration an affair which admitted of 
no difficulty. . 1 

On the other hand, the inhabitants of Dithmarjb Aborted 1 
the princes to reft ore Slefivick, and threatened, in cafe of refu- 
fat, to declare $n favour of Eric. They received the fame 
anfwer as the Lubtchrs, and feemed perplexed in what man¬ 
ner to a£1, as the point in queftion was a cafe of right, which 
they could not pretend to decide. m0mt . 

JOHN , archbifhop of Lubec, armed with the pope> au¬ 
thority, purfued the ueps of his predeceffor, and endeavoured 
to negotiate a peace ; but with as little fuccefs as fuch an at¬ 
tempt had hitherto met with. At lad the emperor, at Eric s 
requeft, (zi\$Rumpold, duke of Silejia, to take cognizance of 
the affair in his name. Rumpold palled through Lubec to 
Flcvfburg. While he redded at this iaft place, the Holflvners 
attacked the town, forced open the gates, and focti became 
jnafters of the garrifon. The German deputy was not dif- 
foncertcd with this violence. He went up to the princes, and 
told them, that he was come by the emperor's orders in qua¬ 
lity of a mediator; that his inlfru&ions were firft to viiit the 
king, of whofergood intentions, and pacific difpofition, he 
was finished ; fo that he had no doubts of effeding an accom¬ 
modation advantageous and acceptable to both parties. He 
exhorted the princes heartily to embrace the fame fentiments, 
and to labour in bringing over 'the nobility and princes of 
their houfe to terms of peace, fo falutary and necefiary. His 
eloquence wrought fuch an effe&, that the princes yielded to 
the force of his arguments, and iconfented he (houid purfue 
his journey to the king. Rumpold, and the btfhop of Lubec, 
prevailed on Eric to grant an interview to Henry of Hol/lein'i 
and things weft in an excellent train, wkerr the death of the 
German deputy put a ftop to the negotiation : for though the 
emperor immediately fupplied his place by another, into 
whofe hands the king put all the papers and proofs relative to 
the dutchy in queftion, yet the princes of Hoj/lein refilled to 
produce their titles, and in effe& brokr.f'&^.the treaty. 

In the year 1424, the king made through Feme- 

rania to eftablilh fotne regulations, and cdhclude certain trea¬ 
ties with the princes and cities of that country. Frond thence 
be went to Buda, by the emperor's invitation, to be prefcnt at 
the decifion of the difpute concerning Slejwick. According 
to Craniziuf, Eric cited Henry and his brothers to attend at 
this judgment. On the contrary, the Danijb hiftorians al¬ 
ledge, that Henry went thither, contrary to the advice of bit 
council, who were of opinion that, as a prince of the em¬ 
pire, he could not be cited oqt of the bounds of the empire, 
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nor*culplble for ^efufing to comply with fuch a fumfhQPf* * 
Befides/they looked upon his imperial majefty as a pyrtfol 
judge, and therefore advifed Henry to fubmit his caufe to the 
pope. Be that as it will, Slgifmund pronounced fentence on 
the twenty-eighth day of June, in the following manner: 
THht all South Jutland, containing the cities*of Slefwick , Got- 
prp , and others, together with the Danifit foreft, the iftahd 
of Alfin, and .the province vulgarly called Friftbeiden , with all 
their rights and dependencies, lhould henceforward be annexed 
in full rfijbtifcthe crown of Denmark: that the king be put 
in immediate pofTeffion of the faid dutchy and dependencies j 
andthe Holfiein. princes, Henry, Adolphus, and Gerhard, nei¬ 
ther have nor lay claim to any right over a Ay part of the 
faid dutchy* The Holjltin annals add, that, after patting this 
fentence, the emperor offered, in the king’s name, in order 
to facilitate an accommodation, to cede to them the ifland of 
Laaland, together with a turn of three hundred thoufand 
marks j but the princes reje&ed the propoAtion 

Hers it was that Eric refolved upon a pilgrimage to Palef- 
tine , which he only deferred to attend the coronation of queen 
Sophia . This religious progrefs had almofj coft him dear; 
for he was led into a fnare by an artful Syrian, and forced to 
extriAte himfelf by the immediate payment of a large fum of 
money. Nor was this the only bad confequence of this un- 
feafonable journey. The abfence of princes is generally in¬ 
jurious to their fubje&s, and it proved fo to the Danes. Ho 
had appointed the queen regent of the kingdom, and advan¬ 
tages were taken of a female government. On the one fide, 
the hi/hop of, Arbus claimed jurifdi£tion over certain lands, 
which the king had committed in truft to his predecefior. 
This difpute, huwvver, was amicably terminated by certain 
mutual conceftions. On the other fide, the Hgljlein princes 
were difiatisfied with the emperor’s award, although they pro* 
mifed to ftand by it. They complained loudly, and Cent am- 
bafTadors to pope Martin V. of whom they obtained an order 
for the bilbop o Lfl.tygn, and a certain cardinal, whofe name 
is not mentioned i^yake cognizance afrefh of the difpute, 
and revife the fcpCnce patted by Sigtftnund, 

In this Atuauon of affairs Eric returned to his dominions, 
and immediately confeated to an interview with the princes 
at Flenjhurg , where each party lhould he attended by four 
affiftants, two ecclenaftics, and as many laics, # who lhould 
exert aU their endeavours to bring this tedious affair to an 
amicable and definitive iflue. Nothing, however, tefulted 
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■ from the congrefs. The king refufed to grant the inijelitar* 
of the dutchy, but a3 a perfonal lief j and the princes infilled 
upon having it hereditary. Such was the confequenceflof that 
imprudent grant o (Glaus, that intailed an expenfiv^ and ruin¬ 
ous war on his fuecdTors. Both tides were obftinate, and fe- 


coprfe was had again to the fword, the final reiort of 
princes. Eric railed a powerful army, without declaring its 
deftination, or indeed intimating where the florin would fall? 
but the princes? rightly judging that his preparations were in-, 
tended againft them, took meafures for ftanding'dn their own 
defence. Not contented with reinforcing the garrifons of 
Slcfwick and Gcttorp, they new-modelled the fortifications of 
the former, ana drew a deep ditch around. To give an ap¬ 
pearance of juftice to their caufe, they publifhed manifefloes, 
retting forth their willingnefs to end the difpute by arbitration, 
aa was plain from the letters obtained from his holiffels, ap- 
< pointing the bifhop of Cologne umpire. After giving this glofs 
to their own conduct, they folicited the Vandal cities to arm 
in their favour; and found means to perfuade them that juf- 
tice was wholly on their fide : for what could be more extra¬ 
ordinary, faid they, than that an emperor of Germany , where 
all fiefs are hereditary, fhould judge that Slcfwick alone % wa$ 
perfonal. Yet all their rcafoning would have made but a 
flight impreffion, had not the Hamburgers , conflant in their 
attachment to the hfeufc of Holjlcth^ reprefented to them the 
injury that would arife to their commerce from the oppreilion 
Of the princes, anfl jhe increafed power of the kin^j de- 
monftrating, that the only methoa of terminating a aeftruc- 
tive war was to hold the ballance equal, by which* means both 
parties would fpon tire of military federations, and return 
with cagernefs to trade, agriculture, and ifhdtever could re¬ 
pair the lofles and poverty confcquent on the war. An al- ^ 
liance with Holflein was (truck up \ but before they declared 
war, they fent deputies to the king, in the name of all the 
bans towns, exhorting him to conclude peace. Eric replied, 
that he was ready to Band by the empen^*&tcifion: the de- 
. _ puties returned with this anfwer, and tffwiW^lrn was afignal 
^* a6 ‘ to the cities for declaring war.. v %r 

En? inters t * ie mcan t ’ me ^ rtc entere< * Slefwick with a powerful 

Slefwkk army, with which he hoped foon to reduc^the princes to rea- 
a third fon. Immediately he inverted Slcfwick and Gottorp, and drew 
tim, and lines, which fecured* him againft the attacks of the Hol/fetn 
imyt fieg* to army without. Both fieges were pulhed with great vigours 
the cities and the cities would probably'have been forced to furrender, in 
Slcfwick fight of their army, had not Eric fuddenly broke up his camp, 
mad Got- on receiving menacing letters from the Vandal cities, in which 
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defpife 3 , they determined to join with his enemies, and oblige 
him by*force to hearken to reafonablc terms of accommoda¬ 
tion. • It was in vain that Eric wrote circular letters to the 
ha«s-towns in his own vindication: thefe had no other effe& 
than exciting popular jumults in the cities, which ended,in 
the deftru&ion of one or two of their magiftrates; but pro¬ 
duced «o falutary effe&s to Eric % 

E’arly In the fpring the Vandal cities fent a ftrong fleet to ^ ^ 
fca, which Committed dreadful ravages on the coafts of Den - \^xy, 
mark, Gerhard of Holjlein commanded this fleet, and his The Van- 
brother Hmry was at the head of an army, witJ^which he laid dal cities 
fiege to Flensburg , where he was killed with tne (hot of an arm in fa- 
arrow $ a blow which had almoft proved fatal to his family, wur of 
Immediately his army was feized with the utmoft conftema- Hoiftcin. 
tion j the foldiers difbanded^themfelves, notwkhftanding all 
the promifes and intreaties of Adolphus , who put himfelf at • 
their head. On this occafion might be feen what had fre¬ 
quently before been obferved, the deftiny of the general de¬ 
termining the fate of a whole army. A general rout began ; 
and the auxiliary troops of Hamburg and Lubec, who the mo- 
menfebefore had (hewn inconceivable ardour, were now the 
firft to lead the flight. 

ERIC, in the mean timC| gained fome confiderable advan¬ 
tages at fea. His fleet defeated a fquadron of Vandal (hips: 
after which fuccefs the Danes attacked thirty Lubeck merchant¬ 
men, all of whom they tqpk or deftroyed, "after an obftinate 
engagement j yet was he no lefs deftrous than before of ac- 
pommodating*matters wjlh the hans-towns. He knew their 
power, and the difficulty he would have in reducing the houTe 
of HolJlein\ fuppor&d by fuch an alliance. Even his vidories 

f (Forded no fatisfa&ion, fince they more firmly*rivetted the 
an9-towns to Holjlein . He therefore not only wrote himfetf, 
but induced the emperor. Sigifmund to exert all his influence 
and authority with rhofe cities, in bringing them to a right 
underftanding writ. Denmark \ but neither arguments, in¬ 
fluence, nor the tr£x.ffal authority, could prevail. - Sigifmund’a 
menaces ferverhfltfily to inflame them the more, and made them 
write (Hhrp letters to Eric, that breathed nothing but war and 
vengeance b . * 

The emperor, who thought his honour was engaged in 
concluding this affair, and who was particularly mcenfed at a 
war undertaken to fruftrate the offers of his fentence, now 
refol ved to go through with rite work he had begun. Accord'- 
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irtgly he font Nicolas Stock, one of the lords of hq itichaftf* 
her, to negotiate a peace. The ambafTador fet out^for Lit* 
bee , where he declared to the fenate his imperial majefty’s in- 
itruClions. He jet forth, that his mafter was extrfcmefy exas¬ 
perated at the war declared againft Denmark , to the great pre¬ 
judice of all Ghriflendom: that he w<ft aftonilhed the fubjeds 
of the empire Ihould, without his confent or knowledge, talys 
arms to prevent the execution of an imperial decree, contrary 
to the laws and conftitution of the empire. He exhorted 
them to recal their fleets, disband their armies, and confent 
to a truce for flx months, during which a general peace might 
be negotiate$K>n an amicable footing. Stock concluded with 
reprefenting to the fenate, that it was their intereft in parti¬ 
cular not to offend againft the laws of the empire, or to incur 
the difpleafure of his imperial majefty, from whom, they de¬ 
duced fo many advantages. He next went to the HoJJlein 
princes, and urged the fame arguments to them; but without 
effcCt. He then returned to Lubec, and demanded the fen are's 
final refolution. This however they declined, under pretepce 
of its being requifite fo know the king's difpofltion before they 
gave their anfwer. Stock , who was indefatigable in executing 
nis commiifion, fet out for Denmark , and found Eric In the 
very fentiments’ he could with. That prince defired nothing 
fo much as peace > he granted full powers to Stock to appoint 
a congrefs for adjusting preliminaries. Accordingly the am* 
baflador fixed upon Flensburg ; but this the Holjleiners haughti¬ 
ly rejected, demanding that the congrefs might fit at Nictp* 
ing , which was granted. A truce was agreed upon, and every 
thing feemed to confpire in bringing about the much wifhed'- 
for reconciliation. • * t 

This, however, proved otherwife. . Without regarding 
the fufpenfion of hoftilities,' the Vandal and Hol/lem fleeflr 
committed the moft terrible diforders, burning and plunder¬ 
ing the Danijh coafts and fhipping, giving quarter neither to 
men, women, nor children. Eric was fhqgked with this per¬ 
fidy j but he refolved to fupprefs his rflferigj&nt, and wait the 
effects of Stock's negotiation. A fafe cons^v. was demanded 
for the deputies j but, far from attending to the iflue* of the 
congrefs, or the articles of the truce, the confederates lent 
another fleet to fea, with twelve thoufand fighting men, be- 
fides feamep, on (hoard. Their defigri was to lay fiege to 
Copenhagen ; but the coafts were fo well guarded by the king's 
imps, Sat the enemy found a defeent impracticable. Inftead 
of Idling courage and prefence of mind at the fight of fo for¬ 
midable an armament; all the inhabitants of Zealand , and the 
other iOands, were aflembltd, arm'j put into the hands of all 
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thole wgjo were able to ufe them, and rewards proorifed to all 
tbofc who {hould acquit themfelves fatisfadorily in the de¬ 
fence df their country. By this animated conauft* all the 
enemy’s attempts were baffled, and not a Tingle Vandal or 
S^dfieintr landed on the inlands •. • 

MjHE pirates were m^re fuccefsful in Schonen and Norway ; 
for after having pillaged and reduced Lmdfcroon to allies, they » ** • 
'gOfr’poQeffion of Bergue, and then retired with an immenle ^ 
booty toWtfmar. Their lawlefs conduct, indeed, began to fa, fa 
raife apprehenfions in the Holjlein princes and Vandal cities* Vandal 
that the emperor would put them under the ban of the cm* Jetts. 
pire. In order to appeafe his wrath, they had ^pcourfe to in¬ 
treaties and fupplications, it being rmpoffible to excufe or pal¬ 
liate actions To contrary to the law of nature and nations. 

Thfcy published a manifefto, fetting forth, that their view in 
declaring war againft Denmafk was only to preferve their own 
rights and liberties, without intending to countenance the * 
do&rine of the Htit/fites, or proteft pirates, whom they beheld 
as the pelts of fociety, and the enemies of mankind in ge¬ 
neral. They farther declared their readinefs to obey the fee 
of Rome, his imperial majefty, and to alfift againft the here- 
ticks Bohemia . They affirmed, that contrary winds, and 

hot inclination, had prevented their deputies from attending 
the appointed congrefs at Fql/lerbo: that tfyey were now ready Propofal, 
to attend wherever his imperial majefty (hould command } made fy 
but they intreated him to confider, that, bcipg the kinfman of the Hof- 
his Danijh majefty, he wa§. an improper judge of their dif- ftein 
putes, fince it would be impoflible to avoid fome partiality in princes, 
favour of thole with wh^m we are conne&ed. They there¬ 
fore intreated him to name fome other German prince for 
umpire, of to leave the decifion of the whole difpute to his 
Jtolineft. Finally, theyrequefted the bifhop oVRatzburg to 
forward their requeft to the imperial throne. 

In confequence of this manifefto the emperor publiihed a 
decree, refilling to acknowledge the authority of the pope, or 
any other powerjfpisitual or temporal, over civil affairs* within 
his jurifdi&ion. He forbid ecclefiaftics from at all med¬ 
dling yrith thWfifference between Denmark and Holjlein, it 
being £ cafe purely civil; and commanded the princes of 
Brandenburg and Ldnenburg to affift Eric with all their forces, 
and fay evety way poffible oblige die houfe # of Holjlein t o fub- 
mit to the imperial decree. SigiJmmd*B proceedings induced 
the pope to withdraw the commifSon he had granted the 
bilhop of Cologne .; dill, however, the Holjleinen continued 
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It: aedb ' V ' e,r claim ; but to fluw their deftre of complying Uit’hT&* 
tbeem~ ^ sf muttc ^ K ‘ commands, they contented to the conference ap¬ 
pointed at Nicoping, and amended there in perfon j but railed 
ib many obftru£iions, that nothing was determined^ th^ king 
leaving the final cdccifion to the emperor, and the princes Ao 

,h e po B pc-(A). . y 

About this time the queen, encouraged by her fuccffs in 
defence of Copenhagen , and prote&ion of the iflands, sefotyed- 
to avenge the affront. She equipped a fquadron, on board 
which fne embarked fourteen hundred land-forces, ordering 
them to pillage and deftroy all the country rouftd Stralfund. 
Courage is pot always attended With fuccefs. The enter- 
prize was attempted with fpirit, and the Stralfund fleet was’ 
^ vigorously attacked by the Danes ; but receiving ftrong and 
iifh “fleet feafohable reinforcements, they became fuperior in fo'ce, 
defeated, made three hundred of the kind’s troops prifoners^ and de- 
c ftroyed fome of his (hips, the reft efc2ping under favour of 
the night. This mifearriage afflicted the king in a very fen- 
fible manner. He blamed the queen for it, which fhe took 
fo much to heart, that it is juftly reputed the caufe of her 
death, which happened foon after. No princefs was ever 
more regretted by her fubjc&s, or admired by all for the mo¬ 
deration, fweetnefs, and true magnanimity of her temper 3 
but it was when too late that Eric began to entertain a due ' 
fenfe of her merit. t * 

In the beginning of the following year the cities of Stral¬ 
fund and Rofockt 'wearied out with a tedious war, concluded a 
Stralfund f C parate peace with Denmark , wffich they promifed to keep 

and Rof- .I^tnkln Vprrn*Idtinnc (Vt nil fnnr for a^rnmmndafinn' 

tock make 

. » Uim.wia m 

four Luhec merchant-fhips, richly laden, three of which be 
took, the fourth efcaping with difficulty into the Trove. 

This year an ambafly arrived from Henry V I. of England , 
demandinga renewal of the ancient -.hance between the two 
crowns. The ambaflador was chaiged in particular with in- 


A.D. 

1430. 



fA. D. 
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* Pontan. !. ix. 


(A) Pontanns relates,.that Erie 
this year' incurred the ill will'of 
his fobjefts,*by coning large 
fums of money greatly below 
the ftandard* The queen obferv- 
ing the eflefls this produced on 
the minds of the people, found 
means, without the king’s 


knowledge, to procure a new 
coinage cempenfated the 
bafeneft of the former. Other 
writers place this event three or 
four years earlier: but we chufe 
to follow the authority of the 
elaborate and learned Pontoons. 

ftru&ionflgr 
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<g Denmwfc; ^ 

Muriel done to t beEngli/b mat- • 
felMf Nwtiwy. anfwer to tbe ;»*/*> 

ret non ftr ao o c was (pirited and fenfible, He vtadi- 
\cated the* honour of his cipwn, without derogating from the 
%efpe& doe fb Hairy: in a word, the aUiancq was renewed j 
but She grievances complain#! of remained unredrefled, be- 
CauKvtoey required the pdhUhment of certain fubje&s of thd 
crown of Norway. 

- TAf Advantages of foch an alliance were rather imaginary d mm 
than real, and»Jiad they been mote beneficial, would be more 
than compenfioti by the Ioffes on the other fide. Fltnjbnrg ®f ru J w * 1 
was (urprifed by the Hdflanm % and the citadel clofely in* 
vetted, when Eric found means to throw in fodllnable flip* 
plies. Notwithftandingthis,.the princes, now in pofleffion 
of thqcity, obftinaitely perfifted in befieging the fortreftj and 
at length the garrifon was forces to furrenaer, after fubfttting 
for weeks upon the flefh of dogs and horfes. 4 

It was now expeded chat the dames of war would have A. D. 
biased out with redoubled vigour s but it happened otherwise. t+*z. 
The Hollanders, profiting by tbe diftufbances in the North* Tit hq/i* 
and eger watchful of every opportunity of extending their tmuns if- 
commerce, had eftabli&ed a footing in the Baltic. All of a far pact* 
fudden tAeirtrade became fo confiderable, that they trafficked to 
all the ports of Mufcovy* Livonia , and Pruffia ; a branch of 
trade formerly engrafted by thw hanfc-towns. • It was this that 
firft opened the eyes of the Vandal dries, and made riiem now 
demand peace more eagerly than ever they had fought war. 

"^heir deputies were immediately lent to Arftn, where they 
ctfocluded a truce for five yean, during which proper met- 
• futs Ihould be co; > ••dtfor eftablUhmg a folid and firm 
peace. A cqpgrefe**, unfed to meet lor this purpofeat 
8wMurg t and libe'i * . «Je waa in the mean time mutually 
permitted. 

PONTAXU i . - that Eric appointed commiffioners, 
towards rhe dofc c inis year, to terminajie the difference be¬ 
tween the crev * * of .>/*»# and Denmark*. They met the 
EngUJb amba^or; r- r Unburg \ and here it was agreed, 

Shat the EngHJh grai riant Arnold give mupial fatisfac- 
rion, and*indetnmfy -ue* to each odier: .that all prifoneit 
fhould be mutual £*iedi that perfoos, of either nation^ 
trading contrary to' law, fhculdbe* punched by death: finally, 
that perpetual amity ihould fobfift between jhe natgoi^t, and 
mutual affiftancc be given, when required. This was the firft 
treaty concluded between England mid Denmark fine* rim 

' ?sms, 1* fsr* 

Mod, Hist. Vol.&XXII. * Y Doom 
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* 433 / 

Cengreft 

at Swin« 
burg. 


cf Hww^tri fe - -y : 

Dmu were driven out of England \ itioSk l^il 
prefly mentioned by tbe Danijb or 

commerce bad been carried on long mere becwecn^tbe nw* 
nations, It might pofitbly have been too mcoofide^ahle toi 
merit a particular treaty. - " . t 

Nxxt year the congrefe fat at Svinhuji but nothing^*** 
(included. ^ Both panies were too foudi inflamed with paf- 
fion to reafon coolly on their intereft: accordingly it r wa*prc> 
rogued, and fixed for the following year, when it was .hoped 
their- mutual refentments would fubfide, It appeared, by Ends 
anfwer to the deputies from Straljjend, that he had not forgot 
the hoftilitics committed on bis coafts, and the injuries done 
to his fubjras by the troops of that city. They now de¬ 
manded the liberty of trading with Denmark on the fame 
footing as before the war; and to this the king replied# that 
they ought to refleibhow lately they had put forty Dana to 
, death in cool blood, whofe relations and friends now breathed' 
vengeance ; that for the reft, provided they would run the 
hazard, he had no objection to their trading in his ports £ 
hut he thought this notice due to h» own reputation, as he 
could not an Aver for the confluences. 

Complaint! About this time certain difturbances appeared in Sweden % 
againjl which at firft gave die king but little uneafinefs, as they 
Eric in were only the murmurs of a few individuals never to. be fa- 
Sweden. tiified. This ae laft was the view in which the com* repre- 
fenced it, though in fad the whole nation complained loudly 
of the extortions of the governors appointed by tbe king ;? 
while the court, contrary to the treaty of Calmar\ refid* v - 
constantly in Denmark. They treated the people like flavor, 
and conduced themfebes like petty tyrants, defpotic m pro¬ 
portion to thfe duration and limits of their authority* Everyt 
day the evil increased, new taxes were arbitrarily impdfahmid' 
rigidly levied. The people carried their complaints to fle 
throne, particularly agtinft one Jeffin dfdal j but they were 
imprudently reje&ed* with marks of contempt, altogether 
. infupportaWe to the fpirit of that flee and'warlike nation. 
Engelbert 'yhc DaUcarlians broke out into open invedives, end Engel* 
Jr! a*! ***** * noblfeman of rank, influence, andrerrage, undertook 
befire /In to 8° over DenmarkmaA plesi-their caufe* Wfcintrepidly- 
line. eocofed Jrptt before the king, arid offered toffee his head 
&m ' if he did not undeniably prove everymaterial drcumftance of 
the charge. This bw remonflrance was not altogether 
without cflfed* Erie wrote to the feoato to fend pa w ne r pen- 
fens to inquire jmw cdnrkdi buawithour ddpKacme* 

him before he was fouiu^ guilty b y t he court, and a fpecial 
comipiffion iflued for th*t purpofe. Thcdeputies went to 

r , carmt t 

l • ». m 



m**md goiky of divert «ai of vietafee 
«|#itep€pDai «pww«^fctoutwithth«rnfor<- 
• m a tioP Bqcoott, aodtofolicit bis removal and punifhment. 


iff 


v Thishe did With 4 iich ardour sod freedom of fpeech, that 
HMJung tecmd him hta prince, and ordered him to leave 
JSmmtrJk. ** Tb«r I will* replied Eagiifort) but to return 19 
nit minner,** # 


«« 


• Tgm JiatomclititiSy em watchful of their liberties, and P a l««n. 
the aoowed enemies of opprefeon, were no fooncr informed Iia " s f'“ 
Of jE*j* 9 w#^wevptkKn, thaactey defpaired of redreft without nn J t j^ ead * 
te change ofgOferamatft. Itwa* therefore rdblved to throw ofFp_^,. 
o poke become inhipporrable, and rather todie hke free men E 
with their arms in their hands, than to live Idee Saves tinder 
fcbeiaih of tyranny. They aflembled ingreat numbers^ ehoft 
Engt&tri for their leader, entered and determined 

to exterminate all the Dm«it Imnwdiateiythe fenate was 
alarmed at their proceedings; they went in perfon to pre- • 
kail- on the DalmarHems to retom to their doty, but eohld 
prevail only on condition, that they fltould be exempted from 
all taxes, and obedience to Jtfin. 

Howxver formidable fitch an infitfreftion* mlj»ht appeal* 
to other^ certain it is, it gave the king no great difturbance. 

Nothing calls more loudly fen- the attention of a prince than 
the juft complaint* of ait injured people; but Eric Was 
wrapt up'in negotiations, ana wholly negiftfted Sweden for 
the iotereft of Denmark. Irfftead of redreffirtg the grievances 
the Dakcariisns^ he was wafting His time? in ufelefi de- 
with the Hoi/him ati&FMi/ deputies; ofelefs becaufe 
jn and prejudice Swayed beyond reafdn and intereft. 

’m* condltions on wlTu.1i me malcontents laid down their p»“cn- 
atnw, wete ft 1 ihjttflo 4 te to that, relying ^n the pro- han,r Jr 

te&on 0# the conic, he exerted all the means df Vengeance v$t **r* 
mhis power, Hecontrivednew taxes, and made it capital tDn tm * 
lo refute payment on a certainday, without regard to the 
ability of the delinquent. This was the caufe of a new in* 
furre&ion; but ftill the influence of the fenate prevailed on 
them to lay down their aims; JttJfitfi Ming removed 
team too gooemwieitt, and * prendre made that every de- 
crfMant with-law fhouM be -giamed *. 

, teamed totere-eftaWtflled, a re* 

bore prevailed tbatthekingwa* pMSmifaf 1 to punhh fteere- 
btUi00 wf toe Oahtartiam* Immediately limy Hew a third 
timwvto fwearing ftiey would: nereHay them down until 

be JEtaqjte yoke. 2£%<#<rf was always * 

» Forxax. b hivit. SMi 

Ya * it 





8*i Vh&Pw tfQnjgmiei 

1 f it their head:, he Jed them hto^fMfl 

and reduced a great number of places* which fa 
whole flocks of peafants to his ftandaid. The pofoitfir of 
Wejimama joined him j he marcbedinto Upkn£a 9 £ad m •»* 
Jhort time reduced the whole cpuntry. His ooniud induced' 
other provinces to revolt* or rather Jtb promifes to a^ilMh 
taxo, and difinantle all the fortreffeS eroded by this hfllg and 
his predeceflon, to fecure their authority. ,& a por£ die 
whole Kingdom was in a ferment* and n^ng but the 07 
„ . of liberty was heard over all Sweden. By thekmg>order the 

Wt? Me- fentte aflembled at WaMmt* to deliberate upon the means o£ 
iiippreffins^a tumult dangerous to go vern m ent* Engelbert 
informed ct this* marched fecretly at the head of a body of 
troops* entered the aflembly* and publicly declared, that he 
was determined to deliver me nation, from the yoke Minder 
which it had groaned for fomt* years palled. Hc/aM, that from 
, the days of Magniu the fubjed had been wantonly opprofied 
wife taxes* and expofed to all the injuftice and feverity of 
ufage that petty tyrants could fuggeft. He added* that it 
was aftonilhing the fenate, which mould be firft in refefing 
thefe grievances* mould remain inadive* and fuller others to 
gather thofe laurelswhich muft ncceflarily refult eyen from 
the attempt to refeue one's country from fiavery. To this 
the fenate anfwered* that they could hot conceive the honour 
confequent on Withdrawing thfcir allegiance from a prince to 
whom they were bound by (oleum oaths. “ The king* re¬ 
plied Engtltert iharply, has made promifes by his corons 
tion oadi* which he makes'hq fcruple of breaking. 
oath is founded on the performance of bbj you p 
allegiance, provided he goverift "according to law. 
he none to ? Are thefe governors the ‘inl&uinentt of Jasvw 
ful authority? Has he fulfilled by his rofidence among 
us, the chief article of the treaty of union ? Are not our, 
revenues fquandered in Denmark^ and ourfelves enflaved 
by Danes ? Obferve how well he has kept his oath, and 
yet you are denied equal liberty.’* 

Still the fenate perfifted in their obedience* and ufed 
many arguments to (hew how dangerous it was in die Ml to 
violate an oath.. They laid that the breach of onw&rticta did. 
not abfblve the fubjecte from their duty, iince in that cafe 
there would be an end to all government, it being impof&ble 
to find a king who would adhere in every particular tohirpro- 
mifes. In a word, they<ftood up for the divine right of longs, 
their independency, and the bad coafequeocea 0 f fobje&ing. 
their condufl to the judgment of their people. Enraged at 
tbeir difeourfe and arguments in favour of delpotifm, the^ja- 
* nctmts 


Engel¬ 
bert^ 
Jptetb to 
tin fenate. 


u 








writ - 4*?. 

.1 bn, « Ti wdl ! '*•—f-^-' 
^IftrdTwSfi cStfli theiools or tyranny, all who rtfufe to 
, oppreffed country; Iny pqignard (hall bo 

, ;< plimgadlwotbc breaft of the frft man who oppofet pub* 
liberty* Terrified with faiLvehemence, the fenate 
posed/-an ad, wherttiy $ey renounced their allegiance to* 
king Eftt *. ; 

■ mtfir&LBStiT wanted neither forefigbt nor valour. He#, 
knew ht mufi%ake the heft ufe of the prefent temper of the tbtfntt 
people. Accordingly he felted upon a number of the king's too bit 
gtrrifons, pendtr* s? l tothe prrinceof fleSmb and reduced mtajwru. 
Wardbtrgt &&btl/Mty *ad Attr/y The ioHWbitants of 
Sbkorun alone had resolution enough to oppofe themfelvea 
againft the general torrent of rebellion. They took arms, and 
determined to difpute the pafiage of die malcontents into thia 
province. &ngtlhrt drew up mfi army within fight of them, 
and both parties were feparated only fay a fmall mer. Every 
hour it was expe&ed would produce a bloody a^on ; but 
feme of the nobility from each army having held a confe¬ 
rence, a treaty of peace was concluded, wheraw die SuwUs A. D r 
and Sihotuntrs agreed to live in amity and fnendfmp j and that, 1434. 
if either of diem renounced thia alliance, they Should give 
timely intimation of their defian. 

On Engtlberf a return he afiopbfed the ftatet general of the . 
kingdom, and here CrtjMOn, governor of Stoctbohn, attended 
in me king's name. The great point debated at the diet waa 
<tfc/ utility of the king** fortress, which Engtwert promifed 
It broke up In disputes, without other ittue than 
fDCfriftng die mutual anijrsfity between the kiog and hit 
people, in Supporting ^the royal prerogative, the officers of 
the erownonlf regarded their own uttered* perceiving that 
any retrenchment of the former would of courfe invalidate 
die letter, and reduce their authority, unsupported by a mili¬ 
tary force, to a mere fludow of power. 

Au mil while the king waa Battering himfclf, that this 
Bidden tumult, which arofe from a guft ofpaflion, would of 
itfelf fubfide into the wUhed-fbr tranquillity; but when he 
was faftrayd tbatfthe diet was broke up, without determining 
upon meafufes for sfeblffitkg peace, and that the malcon¬ 
tents weta flltl in arms, fie determined to ufis force, ind com* 
pel them to ttsir duty.' He ftbeved for with a for* 

nudridefobadtow; but heaven would feem to hive tSriSen paut. 
widi die mend* of liberty. His feet Was feparated ip .stem- ^ 
ptlk," fetd' the giifidftr partfwillowedupby the waven* With * gejhtytd 

• Foiian. lix. Fowan. fi»fe. L v. foe/ww. 

Y 3 afinglc 



3*6 



... 


, ftngtc {hip Eric vriffi difficulty 

where be was immediately inverted by Engelberts ntnty* IQot 
difconcerted by this unfortunate accident, he propofol Ob-' 
mining by pcr&afton what Ke found was not to be gained hy,$ 
corapirifion. He demancjpd 1ft interview with fhp tctgurtld^ 
fUid chief nobility of the rqakn j, and having this f$|ua$ 
granted, he in treated them to acquaint him what Inptive, 
$eidd induce them to take arms agamft him, and *enoanee 
the allegiance they had (worn. With one voice, the diet made 
anfwcr, that their intention was not to throw hff their atle- 
buc defend their liberty and the privileges which hi 

— JT r- * - * L!. __ ? . _ _ * 


glance, 

had folemftTy fworn to maintain’at his coronation. They in* 
ftfted that what they had done was agreeable to the laws of 
nature and nations, in teftimony of which they took all fine 
nations to wtenefe. His majefty’i reply was by no mans fa- 
( tisfa&ory j however, a trued'for ode year, or,*as Meurfiu\ 
alledges, until the following fpring, was concluded » aftef 
Which Eric returned to DenmrS. 

A. D. No fooner was his majefty departed than a new diet was 
1435. held at jB>o- and EngeWttt declared prince of all Sweden* 
Cropd’m rtrwda with this unexpected refolutton, difpatched let* 
ten* tO the alfpmbly, acquainting them that he had affairs of 
the laft confequencc to lay before them. A meeting was ap* 
pointed at Sigtm, and htther v Cr«p/Zr» came attended by the 
grand m after of the Ttutmic order. In their turns they ha¬ 
rangued the fftembly with fo much eloquence and energy of 
argument, that they obtained* » decree for accommodating, 
matters amicably with the kingf A bill of grievances haw 
drawn up and presented to Bric \upon wbiefi he aftcmhled chq 
M Donijb diet at Holmfiadt, to deliberate upon meafort* fay 
Maters bringing to an iffiie this nowferiottsdifoute. •Theaileonbly : 
‘jateluuitb was "cld on the 4th‘ day of May, and the king went before ha 
tbfjenate. ^ J u ^y 10 Stockbelm, where, in the pretence of twehw 
• ' fenators, he redreffed the public grievances, received a pro* 

. mife, that ,11 the foi$reflfes taken/rom hioifhoutd he reflated 5 
that he should be acknowledged Icing Of Sweden on jht terms 
pf hfe coronation oath j ana that he fhoutd fwear afrefh ne¬ 
ver again to violate thf laws, 'or attempt t6 encrqadi sn the 
privilege, of the people. Wjtirrefoeifi to Emvetimt, the rf* 
lertor of &wtdjj/b ' liberty, it w» ft^ulj^, mat krit iK 
Jhould wpfieft.tbe cityCfoto, wfafch wm to ypveit to dm 
frown at hit ieath (A). ' ' ‘ *' > ‘V * P**Cft 


<A) Artow relates, . dot before dw twcstfy-fiftbnfOdy* 
$d not «riyq, in Sweden her (t). |fe Hf*t ho ‘ fooner 
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tiVhabcftrtaw, Promlfc* and piths cpuldnor bind him* hi they ■ 

InioS of. courfe, intcndsd ’ only to anfwer cenaih pt»r- „ . 

Jmfes- limnediaipy he turned, out trie Sivtdjjh goverftbrs cfc- .*? ***** 
Jjomtcfl in the different ^provinces, and. committed theie inr-^ tui* 

. ^ortaot trufts to foreigners,, cn wt»ofe attachment he ooidd 
rely., oo./udden a violation of a fcSemn contra# alarmed ail 
Sweden } they Scat a deputation 4$. the MtltiE Af ten Of tbfe 
principal lordso? the realm, tobefeech hientoperform bfe ob¬ 
ligation?, and not deftroy in a moment a compa^* the frefalt 
of much labour and blaodmed*. ‘ in&e^teahkn to ob- 
ferve, that the Swedes mere peffeflly difpofed to comply with . 
foe late treatyi but they would haburd every thing rather the* 

Support the lofs of liberty. At firft iffiVieceived them with 
Indifference, and on tbeiraffiitnirfg an air of Jufterify, replied, • 

that he was refolved nee to be.ROvarnad by git fabjedb. He 
Ictiew the machinations of JiqfeJkerti Who hid excited 
foe nobility to tbefe remGnfttstipns* $nd would take cam of 

fcifo. :‘i , v - 

From hence it was obviousjp foedcpuikj, that Eric had 
formed a plan for governing despotically, and that he breathed 
nothing but vengeance for what wasoafb. . His turnitig Crc^- 
Tm, to Whom he owed his re-bftabliminent ft Sweden, out of , 
the sPvernmerttof Stockholm, only bceattfe bis conduct was 
moderate and agreeable to the oeo^ea his plying a Danijb 
'.gentleman ojf a different di^Utionlrt his place, together Wi& 
t fooujjtand otheMreuijiffaii^ all concurred to convince the 
• diJifJilea, fo»t Swidien coiltu newrrtnjoy bppntft’vdtrM 
8h# Whatmc$ imjhfoi foe Sinedijb nation happened hibfe* 

. Quehlt .fo. foeir. deputation \ for foe king immediately rein* 
fatcM the garrifon at Stockholm, .and (bdn after went in perfon 
wWi a ftrong |eet to depofe all the $wedijh governors. Hot 
fcohtented vuth this infra#H>noffoe lace peace, he committed 
the ftioft notorious enonaitie^, in piltemg and ravaging the 
&ajrttly, and deftroying a great number of towns ana vSl- 


iA^Sf' jp$T, tjie^d^’would m MTer fifth perffdy hi n * 
|tt - «pun*4<r ATurspw mmpeft dpftioyedfoe greafor part 

jmwft'ify to complain of the injuries dote to 'didst 

#tte pStockMm* foaii the btfl „ little mart than we have had 
Sf ’gpfihadMtf ©fetemed to oecafion torefciterb our account 
him, containing » fabiUace of the curies of the revolt. 

V* fcy 
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ly the kite, fofetnnly 

knowledge hit tbvercignty*. ^ , 

Oniric'* return lo Denmark , he 
on mi itustlon* ' He doubted not but* revolt foSj^ihrif^e- 3 

» fucceed What had happened in Stieden: he~<ionfW£«<K 
mm tori had been for the fpapeof twenty-nine yam* at 
war with die. houfe of Hat/lein, ana upwards of ntnejtears 
With the cities of Vandaha t without gaining any cdnftdwable 
advantage* to counterbalance the immenfe oonlbmpribn of 



to an agreement with that faintly, (hat Adolphus fhould enjoy* 
during nis life, that part of the dutchyof Slefwck^ of Which 
he was now in pofTeflfon, together with the iiland Femeren , 
« and .the Leffir Friefland* which his heirs fhould lifcewife enjoy 
for two years idler his deceafe $ but that after fob time the 
Icing of Denmark^ and the houfe of Hdfitin, fhould fCcorifider 
their (everal claims to the dutchy of Sdefivick , and adjure to 
each their rights* Other daufes were annexed to this treaty, 
refpe&ing the homage to be paid by Adolphus, and thare-efta- 
bliftiment of trade. Upon the whole, it was apparent, that 
Brit wanted only to impend foie war, leaving foil room foi 
commencing hpftitit$ei as John as he found ir nbcdOuy; 

It was next thought-neceflary to accommodate matters witb 
die northern hinfc-towns \ nor were foe cities of Hamburgh 
Luhec , Lunenburg) and #^nMr;vbackward in making thcii 
fubmiffion, having feeling experience of foe lfopoibmeeW tin 
Danijk trade to their well-being. They entreated thtf f l®g u 
pardon the fault they committal in brelkingwitR him, Ihd t< 
reftore them to fodr formerpriyil^es ofeommBt^^WH 
was juft what Brie defined j yet he artfully made fome difli 
culty about granting foeir requeft, with which heltTengid 
complied, on their promife of paying hima yearly fum c 
money, by way of reparation for foe damages futtisihed b 
Denmark. ; * ' - " '* “ 

Ht queer* Hitherto Brie had lived in perfeft htrmony,wfth hi 
rels tuHh Dm$ fobje&s ; bo* foi plan' ha a»certed for fettlitig th 
bb Danilh fucceffion, madehisbeft mends ftftdf. h waa’at l d£t * 
/threat ^(enabled at fFardmhdr$ f thathe M broke foe H 

flM^wvretfoithf fhat be wasnowadvandng in yeait, after filjpor 
0 fucc/jftr. |ijg for forty yean foe weight of a triple crown, to mil 
became unequal. That for foil rcafon 'he ; ’befo£^ik"fo£ foi 

* * Minis. I. r. 
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JArfM to fettle thefeccefion on Mm. He added, thaftfiff fjinera- 
prince wes to tine flower of hi* age, better able to dire&tbe ala t+jm r- 
rokqof authority than he eat, ana merited fee diftinguifetag ^ a * 
regard of Denmark^ aa he had everlhewm the moft inviolable <ww * 
attachment to the bnefcft of the kingdom in general, and 
individual!. Although the diet vat not ferprifed at 
this sfopofitiod* having before had frequent intimations of the W*”***' 
kings intention, yet they expected thopfelffi difikisfie&with 
it. They told Hie n yefty, dim tbeir firfr prayer to heaven 
would be to peeferve his mxje%*t life, during which they hid 
no thoughts of chufing another frweeetp i fd that )f It 
plcafed bis majefty to abdicate, contrary to the eameft defile 
of bis fubjeds, the right of eledionthcii devolved upon them, 
and they would never permit ^fundamental law of their confH- 
tution to be reverfed, by making the iidupf fticcrifion heredi- 
tary in the crown.- An anfwar fe aagriwit convinced Brie, that 
it would be feuitkfe to mfift upon his vaqtieft § he therefore wav¬ 
ed it for a new proportion. This was chat they would allow 
him to chufe feme peribo to affift him intbe government of the 
kingdom. To thu the diet replied, that he certainly hid a 
right to appoint a coadjutor, provided the perlbn fhpd'tipon 
fewU derive from thenoo no claim to toe crown. They 
lflcewife declared, that the king was a^Iibsity to commit the 
government of die flrong holds and garrtfena of the kingdom 
to ftich pedant as he thought proper 4 * • 

W rnfoVT infilling feather on feefe particulars, Brie He •with* 
withdrew feddenly vm^rntfib without giving the leaft in- draw 
tkU a ttnn to the fenate, as jf he intended to abdicate the * ut °f th * 
throne* Upon the wife notice of his retreat, fep fenate fent a hn gdom, 
deputation, intreating him not to expofethe kingdom to fedfh 
tnoUo by hit abfence, and' ro prefe ming to him that it would 
be more expedient to proceed with diligence to jfln* where 
fee Sump had convoked a general diet. Although Eric took 
but Hole concern in fee interefrof his people, ^ct be was pre¬ 
vailed on to return to Denmark, Probably his ambition was » rjtum 

-»- •»-- eKt^wfeed, though, fora time, obfeured by t0 j) en _ 

I Qn his return he made feveral promotions aH j 
of Pjmtrmqa he co mmi tted in charge the for- ratfei fo- 
ttefSes^&pjfef, H*Mmv r sixf Hmiftawii ; toduk aBar-robnis to 
mm* tfeit of 4mBm\ count Bbetfetn* qp made governor of aUfofit of 
Tranks *r, gpd to duke tfrmUhms he gave the government of fewer aid 
tmtMn I a'pmfeKttCe of Mmemn no way pfeafihg to 
3 wJW. 

• Font a a. 1 . ix. fc Msvas, 1 , v, etsam Poxtak. ibid. 

In 


not yet 
a&<* 
p the 


M» ■ IBM - • 

A h III the mean *&$* very full diet J^Jhktd^t dfcjl hllft at 
‘ £ Jb*, and fefolved^lpon fitft trying go^in^tbo^k * 
k*umu* v ^ e P M ^ eMer t0 tu ning was drawn tip* reminding htmoNbe* 
if the n«» be had taken, and iotimaiihgtkc refolutkmjff thbdiet 

ivcdilh to renounce their allegiance, if he perfrfted in\iofrunitiu^ 
ejutrt. What bis nuj|fty'« anfwer was we arenqt informed j iJoto- 
siant <oply relate, that he foon aftewwcnt to Stocihekn with 
his nephew Bugiflaus, and perfifted in rendering himfelf morg 
popular. Here it was that be refolved to refigij bT&?rown 
to Bugifiaus^ the,governor of Stockholm having already (worn 
allegiance to that prince* This news was received with equal 
deration by the Dams and SvMdts $ both began to take 
anrafures faafccuring their liberties, but tbe Swedn firft began 
- ibeir operations. EagtHurf was again applied to by the po¬ 
pulace : he railed, forces, and marched with the fertile to 
SfahMv, the gates of which were ihujt againft him by the 

f iyernor. Tbe fenate demanded entrance, and were refufed* 
hey next demanded to (peak with the canfuls of tbe city, 
who were feat to them, and confined* After this they de¬ 
manded to know by whatav^berity filch an affront was put op 
jbe&nate, and were anfwered by otdpr of the court.. 'J'Jhts 
svas a figrral forWiilittev and immediately tbe city, was ia- 
vefted by £ng*lh*rt. Scarce had tbe fiege began, when^he ci¬ 
tizens, impatient it tbe confinement of their magifitatevto^k 
up asms, feized ppon the gate v and opened tbemta&mi- 
}srt t who, marching in with tw fcnate and his fotpea, arched 
his ftandard in jthe market place, inviting all thq.lnendv 
. liberty and their country to raM^themfekca under-it, r The 
greater part of tbe. inhabitant eagerly, to him* fe^ed 

upon ail *bn adwsttji§«ou* potts* and drove the gqverporjgto 

*»CHMiU£S ims&roTOehd 

was ravdhed with the pnc^rn^ of his countries being delivered 
from thtDaniJh yoke, fh joined bichfetf to the, fenate,,pnd 
entered, into ah their masque**, but jy^saaffion of ppwjer 


and 


each was for ce 
were fir'd with 


, mending, and each bad hpfcfirapn^JHbth. were Jir'd with 
■ g^kstt^emukUon of we .fpwemrt of their qpui 
The deft was fiipportnd W the /enttr ud^ioWlity $ the 
. ter If dm gentlemen mid 

pwqpomifiw fay * pUrutionet power*, i*hegrand 


awattgttpMh* ksqgb gjgtiuofiil, and the fit 

gtioO ot the tham goverftorc. 
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fro# faw mmFmk*w*m 
Of has rival i bctwean A new 

aiofe,, fratonae m»*e the king's afi&a. ItwooMha 

jmnooriiinr*o enlarge on *11 th*paruci*Urspf fait revoke^ 
mVw Khali have -fcseafcon So relate them p^ttcufarly ia fan 
hiftaty of Siwdtn, 'SoflSciont k is far our purpofc, tb»Mht 
fe aatsb . appreheodiog • av& war might eofae from fre mmm»k 
WMajM&Mtof faefe rivals, fuauaosod a general diet at&btfr, 
end invited abe king to appear there fa perftn. Emtm-* 
braced tbs invitation, and sweat thither, attended by a prowty 
of Gorman and &tmijh nobility. Here it was fapulatedtfaat 
all &*crd$e§ and ganifane Khoufo he pet into tho bands of a»- 
live Swtdtn <thet the king frould talc* a £rsfr oath to pie* 
fenrefae privileges end tm—unities of the people; and that 
he would never prefer aeplapesof weft end profit any foraigA- 
era whatever, within the emits of the 9 wdifl> monarchy, 

Upon h« confanting to thefa conditions* he was again de* * 
dared king of Smtimt and other difficulties left undecided on- 
til the next diet, appointed ip bp held on the £r& of &$tmbr 
fallowing at fisjohropuy *• 

ESJC was now onee non wfrwed to^elhfone of Jbto- 
fajlnt neraberlefi ebilr^dipm occurred m oftsbldfcang tbs 
tranquility of that kingdom* Tbefe we Khali relate io their ^ gtxmd 
proper place, and proceed hmb to the general diet of the three *f }** 

kingdoms fummonfcd w G&w* The fit# a& paded far fa h^ rar dfar* 
dietv wa« a confirmation of the treaty of jioioo made in the p 
la# feign* To that anbent treaty wens fafaoinod a ntwaber"”* 

Of now ofa|fes,.tbe prtieipal- of which were, that the king 
Jfarnld frame no newdrwi hut what- meowed fan feadfr* of 
tite diet pf tbs* k#«d« for which they were made; That 
fae three kingdom* would fwear tehee in pc/prtmd peace and 

K ity; That the grand hadiffaf each kingdom, mould pot 
m all caafes flamed before fan king; That in fae king’s ab- 
fance, tb»« 4gthra*efaooidc«prafanthis perfan in each fci^» 
dam: That the grot J atyeeehol frmtid be hit coadjutor, 004 
prefide over theo*@cntiwo«» fr® bailiff did tarns fac le- 
gMathw onfaorrtr: Tfrai only Bp w od e fa wned in the taw and 
faouU be chefra maftm of the INfaW, 01 
tifenerital ht cijgmr kingdom: That the king front* vifr 
|rtasfafa«t|MfrtmoMi^faOippe«rtn each kingdom | 
tkothefatodMabs^boaflppdbyof^Iofohwofang* 
toceof each nbif«B,s*d jedgeib ydrfao thtdfraiteeof patv 
Ifaulats: Tfatt when hd is fag e ge o ed wfrb » dwfafrn Wifa 


* Joha*. Goto* 


At 



33 * 


a* 


JJ* flSitoy tf Denmark; 

' the fortes ofjthe three kingdom dull mite in hit dtfenie: 
That at the ele&ion of a new king, befidea the archbifbopt, 
two btfhops, grand bailiffs, and grand marechal of each 
kingdom, there {hall like wife attend at leaf! twenty-Tix per* 
foni from each fpnate to give their votes : That provided 
the decoded king (hSll leave a legitimate ion thought capable 
of veigning, he ihall be cbofen to fdtceed him j but if he 
{hould leave more ions than one, the dates Ihall chufq, him 
whom they believe moil defending of the crown, without re- 

g ird to feniority: That in cafe the male line became extiikft, it 
ould be in the power of the fenatora, and great officers above- 
mentioned, to e1e& a ftranger or native of the country: 
That {hould Sr native of the country be fixed upon, they might 
proceed to elc&ion in the manner followings firit, the 
names of the three kingdoms {hould be written on as mmjr 
pieces of paper, and placed before an infant of twelve months 
old, and the electors proceed to chufe a king out of that 
kingdom whofe name has been taken up by the infant: 
That if the ete&ors differed among themfelves, they (hould 
chufe four perfons from each kingdom, two ecclefiaftks, and 
two laymen, to t meet in a certain place, after fwearing 
they are ignorant of the bufineft they are fent upon, and that 
perfon'fhould be king whom they have unanimoufly fixed ujpon, 
or after reafoning the cafe, agreed upon*. Such was th« 
new treaty of union*concluded at Calmtr, between the three 
northern crowns, at which it is probable £rs; did not prefide 
in perfon; for wer are told that he foon after fet out from 
Denmark for the ifland of Gothland in order to be nearer 


the enfuing Swedijb diet. It i» reriBfrkaMe, that he carried 
a large body of troops with him, all tnu jewels of the crown, 
the immenfe wealth treafured up by his arceftors, gnd heap 
of manuferipts and deeds; nor did he forget his miffaefs 
Cecilia , of whom he was paffionately enamoured b . 

Tbt Swe- The Stuedi/h diet met at Calmar y but were not favoured 
difh diet with the king’s prefehee; upon which they deputed a number 
eijfmbku of bifhops, and great officers of the kingdom, to intreat the 
fen ate of Denmark to labour, in coniundion with them, in 
prevailing on his rriajefty to come to Sweden. Bvv-vhere was 
an equal mifunderftandinu between his majefty and his Danijb 
fubjeds, who complained, that he was making continual ef¬ 
forts to place his nephew of Pmerania on the throne * that 
he gave away all po^s of profit and power to Germans ; in a 
word, that he infringed, in divers particulars, his coronation- 
oath, and treaty of union at Cabnar* 


• Poktan. l,ix, p.6o5. 


* Idem* p* 606. , m 
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Findikc Denmark In the fame fituation witlr Sweden^ 
thfrdeputk% addrefled themfelves directly to his majeily, and 
received a&arp and farcaftic anfwfcr, which font them back 
greatly diflatisfted. However, their voyage was not without 
its advantages; for if they could obtain noth hie from the king, 
they at leaft connected themfelves more ftrongfy with the Da* 
nijb nobility. Their mlttual difconteiits were of a nature fo 
fu»tt?r, as became hazardous to the king; and it is affirmed, 
that on this occafion the firft plan for Deftowing the crown 
on Chrijiopbtr of Bavaria was concerted between the two 
kingdoms.* 

This year the clergy of Denmark and Norway fent letters 
to the council of Baju t complaining, that in Denmark there 
was a Norwegian biihop, and in Norway a native of Denmark 
raifrd to the fame dignity, both chofcn canonically} but the 
people refcfed to obey themf They therefore befougbt the 
fathers of the council to grant them powers to make an ex¬ 
change, for the repofe of both kingdoms, which was accord¬ 
ingly granted. 

The year following Eric difmem b e re d the ifle of Rugen 
from the crown bya grant of it, which he made to his ne- 


M*. 
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from tne crown ova grant ot it, wnicn ne maae to ms ne- I4 ,g # 
phew Bugijlaus. This increased the difeontent of his Danijb Eric 
fubjeSs, and occafioned the meeting of a new diet, at which grams the 
his conduct was canvafted with great freedom. The chief ijlt of R u - 
grievance, for which they fought redrefs, $as his introducing gen to the 
foreign foidiers into all the garrifbns of the kingdom, in or- etoh of 
der to pave the way for his nephew BugiJOm to afeend the i > Q mera 
throne, and raife a civil vrfl in the kingdom. Eric’s deputies nia ' 
removed this difficulty by a folemn promife, in his name, that 
all foreign foidiers fhcrfld be removed out of the kingdom 
withintwc* months? a promife that was never performed, 
and indeed intirely forgot, among,other difturbances that fol¬ 
lowed. 


These commotions had their firft rife in the province of 
JVrenfyjftU and from a circumftance fingulir enough. The 
peafants refufed to pay the ufual tithes to the clergy, alledg¬ 
ing, that they were informed the pope had aHembled a coun¬ 
cil at BafiT"ty reform the abufes of die clergy, arifing from 
their enormous wealth : they were defirous, they faid, of co¬ 
operating with the pious intention of his holinefs, and would 
therefore not make any addition to the wealth of ecclefiafties. 

But this was no more than the harbinger of greater dis¬ 
turbances. In Jutland the peafants revolted againft the no¬ 
bility, whom they accufed of tyranny and oppreffion not un- W urTtCm 
juftly ■, and the defection was fo general in this part of Den- ** 
mark , as not to be fupprefled either by gentle methods, or by Deasrttr& 
» - force. 1 
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L force. It was fiifpe&ed the king was it the bottomof (fait 
affair ' r but he laboured te juftUy himfelf, and, indeed, it 
would; be difficult to aflign reaibns for fuch a conduct. Id 
fhoit, matters werepufhed to-fuch extremities, that the no¬ 
bility were forced to take (heltec with the Holjldn princes 
agaiaff the fury of the peafants; and to put the city of Matter* 
fifbtfu aad ifle of Arree, among other places, into the hands, 
of Adolphus. 

A wew cf SWEDEN was in a ftate flill lefs tranquil. Caniufih had 
**?<£■** l !* c of public affairs, hy means of Which he grew 

‘j£ }n we ’ rich, infolent, and detcftrd by the .people. The grand bail* 
liff Nilfon , and fevcral of the firft nobility, formed a* league 
agaioff him,‘' and engaged the Dalecarlians and JVirmtlandumt 
to take arms. But Canutfon was oot long in revenging him* 
felf. After defeating the DaUcarlians y ha furprifed the gr<md 
bailiff in his bed, and conducted him prifoner to Orebro * 
f . where demanding of him whether he would furrender the gar* 
rifons in his hands, fear made Nil/on reply, that he not only 
would do that, but likewife ferve the marechal in any thing 
clfe he defired. Many other commotions appeared in Sweden, 
The arcbbUhop Qlaus was poifoned by order of Canutjbn, 
and things tended faff to anarchy and univerfal confuiton; 
This,, however, is not the place to dwell on the affairs of 
Sweden, with which, we have nothing to do* but as they are 
coone&ed with thafe of Denmark 
• The Swedtjh diet met, at which attended the Damjh depu¬ 
ties,, to represent* the king. Their inftru&ions were to infiff 
upon having the three principal fc^treffes in the kingdom put 
into his majeffy's hands; this they*lemafided| and the diet 
obftinately, refufed; upon which it broke up, without doing 
v any bufinefs. ‘All this while Eric kept eiofe in the ifland of 
Gothland with his treafure, paying no regard to the invita¬ 
tions of his Danijh fubjedb to return. He would either feeds 
to he infatuated, or at leaft bis intellt&s impaired by years; 
for, amidff all the troubles and confufions in Denmark and 
Sweden, he lived perfectly at eafe$ regarding with indifference* 
and even contempt, all the remonftrances made to him by* 
The Danes the fubje&s of both nations. This it was tha**tfiduced the 
Danijh fenate to fend an aenbafly to Gbrjfthpber of Bavaria,, to 
T m \r ^ ire bis acceptance of the crown, and intreat him to take 
LJIna to immediate . poflcffioo Of the throne. A letter was drawn up* 
accept of t0 this prince, in which they-complained of the king*i re- 
tbe crown. P***®*^ attempts to fettle the fucceffion on.Bagijkm of Pdme- 
' rania, which they as repeatedly opposed; of his putting sH 
the fortreffes into the hands of foreigners, in order to fflengthen 
the intereff of Bugijkms j.of their permitting him to appoint^ 

Bugifiaus 
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faefifkaa hb aiBfhmt in the government, but without defiving: 
from thence any claim to the crown, a grant which both JSrte 
• anti his nephew abufed by every poffible method j of his mfe> 
jefty’s puking into Bugifiaui ’s hands thegarrifons of Neoburg, 
Henfgavd, and Hadtnjkm)^ contrary to.the laws of the realm, 
and exprefs treaties with his people; of his affcmbling the iin¬ 
habitants of Zealand* ancf exprefly enjoining them to obey the 
wOrders ^ f die duke in every particular as their fovereign; of 
his fnjjefty*s retreating to Gothland , at the very time the fates 
of the three kingdoms aflembled to meet him at Colmar , and 
continuing there from that time, to die great prejudice of his 
fubjeds; of his carrying thither the jewels 33d treafure 
amafl'ed by bis predeceflor9, to fupport the honour of the Da- 
rujh crown. They in the next place fet forth, that, everfince 
his retreat, the kingdom, had been tom with fail ions and fe- 
dition ; the people rifen in arms againfi the clergy and nobi¬ 
lity ; no regard paid to the Jaws, but every thing tending to 
confufion and anarchy. The fituation of affaire, they faid, 
was fuch, that they every moment expe&ed a rupture with 
the houfe of Hol/hin^ which mud be of dangerous confe- 
quence at this juncture. What had they not to apprehend in 
fuch an event, from, the number of foreign governors and 
troops in the kingdom ? Betides, they were not quite eafy 
with refpedl to Sweden , as the king had refuted to fulfil his 
treaties with that kingdom; afhd the three kfhgdoms, fo lately 
united for their mutual good, were now feparared and divided 
by mal-adminiftration. For thefe reafons, add becaufe Eric 
. had in effect abdicated the »#rone, ‘they intreated his excel¬ 
lency, as the prince neardft allied by blood, to protect the 
kingdom in this extremit/, by accepting a crown to which he 
had the beff tight, as fcwas offered with the hearts and hands 
of all his faithful fubje&s. But if his highnefs fhould not 
think proper to accept this offer, they requeued jie would give, 
their, deputies an explicit anfwer, that they might fix their 
choice on fbme other, who might think the crown of Den¬ 
mark an obje& worthy hh regard a . This letter bore date the 
twenty-eighth of October* 14,38 (A). 

•*% I w 

1 Metres. & Pont an. in ioc. dtat. 

• 

(A) it deferyes notice, that power above the royal preroga- 
the ftates now infilled, for the tive, and t h% other, ftates of 
firft time, upon, making elec- the kingdom, which they at l aft 
tions abfblutely free and indc- effected, when the royal Use 
pendent of the will of the (b- was exiinlfc in Ckrijlopber UL 
vereigh. This was the firft ftep and the houfe of Oldonburgh 
the nobility took to raife. their afcende*d the throne. We have 

feerv 
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It* the mean time Eric removed from the 31 e of Cfafita# 

’ to Stekobcrg § from whence he fent to- the grand merechtl 
Ganutfon , increasing him to come in perfon, to deliberate ott . 
the proper meafurcs to be taken in the prefent unpupoy pof- 
ture of affairs; but as thofe perfpns are ever the molt fufpi- 
cjpus, who make themfelves no fcruple of breaking oaths 'and 
engagements, fo Canutfon dreaded putting himfelf in the king’s 
power. Eric waited fome time in expectation $ but finding 
the grand marechal had no intention of coming to Stekfbtrg, 
he returned to Gothland* 

It was about this time that he received a writing from the 
fenate of Dgynari, acquainting him, that they had renounced 
their allegiance, and fpecifying their reafons for fuch a pro¬ 
ceeding, and for electing a new king, who, they hoped, 
would be more regardful of his oaths, watchful over the good 
of his people, and more agreeable to all the fubjads of the 
three crowns. It was dated at Lubtc the twenty-ninth of 
"Jitney 1439* 

By the twenty-fifth of the following month Eric returned 
an anfwer to the fenate, expreffing his aftonifhment at the in* 
dignity done him, in not preferring their accusation in perfon, 
and in electing, without his knowledge, his nephew Chri/io- 
pber . He faid, that he deferved not fuch ufage s and took 
God to witnefc, that he was ready bo anfwer every article of 
their charge, either before the'fenate, or commiflioners ap¬ 
pointed for that purpofe, without pafllon or refentment* He 
promifed to conform to whatever they could reafonably de¬ 
mand ; concluding with a prayer^that his nephew Chrijtopbtr . 
might be better advifed, and the Senate deliberate on more 
falutary meafures, than deriving dkir king of a crown he 
enjoyed fo lorfg, and fo legitimately. He wrote £he fame day 
to the inhabitants of Schonen and Fima , fending them like- 
wife a copy of the writing he received from the fenate, and 
demanding to know if they afiented to their unlawful pro¬ 
ceedings. In a word, he intreated them to ufe all their in¬ 
fluence to prevent the fenate from wrelting from him a crown 
which he held of the Almighty. All this, according toPcHu* 
tonus, happened during Ends refidence at SfofcOwg, and be¬ 
fore his return to Gothland. ** ‘ 

He no fooner arrived at his old retreat in this iiland, than 
he wrote an expoftulatory letter to Chrijlopber, in much the 
« 

feen, in the fhort (ketch given brought about another revolu- 
of the ^prefent ftate of Denmark , tion, deftru&ive to the liberty 
to what an exorbitant height of the people, 
this power had rifen, vyitil it 
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tc<ms as the two former to the fenate and inhabitants of 
SckontHy and to as little purpofe. To this he added a long 
•juftiheation of his conduct, containing eleven articles, and a 
direct anfirer to the peculation of the fenate; if the denial of 
fads, evident to the whole world, can be called an anlwer. 

This* he font to the Fionians* who had always efpoul'cd the 
caufe of Bugijlauiy defirin* they would tranfmit it to the fe* 
sate, arid fupport it with all their weight and influence. To 
"concldSfc, he fummed up his intreaties and remonflranc#s, 'irl 
requeftlng, that the difference between him and the fenate 
might be fubmitted to the arbitration of the neighbouring 
princes, of the nobility, or of deputies from the cities, pro¬ 
vided they were difpaflionate and unprejudiced. Ttf cafe this 
juft requeft was refufed him, he protefted that he would firft 
demaqd juft ice of God, next of the pope, the emperor, the 
kings and princes of the universe; not doubting but he would 
find fome powers zealous enough in the caufe of equity to re- 
drefs his grievances, and punilh the injuries and infults put on 
majefty and God’s anointed. 

But all his remonftrances and menaces, unfupported by Eric de- 
power, were difregarded. He was formally depofed, and his pofed. 
nephew Cbrijlopber crowned king, according to the forms 
required *by law; after which Erie fpent the ten following 
years fhut up in the ifle of Gothland , from whence he fent 
forth piratical fquadrons to annpy the SwediJh*commztcc. At 
the expiration of ten years, he palled into Pomerania , where 
he lived in the fame retirement, and about thg fame number 
of years, here ending his days,unlamented. Never did prince 
experience a greater varietjyOt fortune, or pafs through more 
oppoiite characters. On Ins accelfion he was univerfally be¬ 
loved and efteemed byrfhe people. Bred under athe eye of a 
queen perfedfly miftrefs of the art of governing, he joined 
experience to natural talents and a quick difeermnenr. Soon 
after the death of Margaret his ambition increafed, and his 
prudence vaniihed proportionably. It was not the laudable 
ambition of raifing his fubjeCts above other nations in wealth, 
power, and felicity j but of elevating himfdf above their laws 
and liberties.*, yis behaviour and pride engaged him in a te His cha - 
dious watfvith the Holjlein family and northern hanfe towns, ratter. 
during which he was upfuccefsful in almoft all his enterprises, 
from a variety of caufes. His own irrefolution, ,the difaffec- 
tion of his fubjeCts, his dependence on foreigners, hjs diffipa- 
tion of the public treafure, and innumerable other* circum- 
ftances, concurred in fpinning the war out to a period of 
twenty-nine years, and in rendering every negotiation, every 
fiege, battle, and operation, whether in the cabinet or the 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII. Z field. 
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Held, fruitlefs: circumftances that in the end deprived ohim 
of hi* crown, which he might have enjoyed for an uncommon 
courfe of years in eafe and tranquillity, with reputation to 
himfelf and his fubjecfs a . But we (hall have occasion to re¬ 
late fome transitions in the following reign, which uhll more 
diftinctly mark the chaiacler of‘this unfortunate prince.' 

" f Vid. Aut. citat. Purri^D. Infod. a L’Hift. Gcner. t. 
p. 20ft. & feq. * ; 
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Here the Affairs of Denmark are recited down !o the 
Year 1481, when John was defied to Jill the 7 

•% * 

CHRISTOPHER III. 

pHR ISTOPHER dulce of Bavaria, fan of John r?„kt 
^ of Bavaria , by his wife Sophia , lifter to Erie king of I> 1- 
rnark, being elected king in the room of the dcpoH-ci !ovc~ 
reign, and invited to take pofTdfion of the throne, cairn.- with 
that intention to Luhec , where he was met by the fenate, and 
a great number of nobility, who immediately took the oaths. 
Fiom thence hp went to Denpiark , and was tb^e inverted 
with the authority of protedfor of the kingdoms ci' S *etUn and 
Norway j but tjie ftates declined giving him tb* appcila 'on of 
king, or the badges of fovereignty. 

Immediately on his arrivaLin Denmark the fenate pub- 
lilhed a decree, whereby all thofirWerc declared enemies to 
their country who ftiould vifit Erie's cqurt, or obey any other 
fovereign than Cbri/Upker ; an adf chiefly levelled againft Bu- 
gijlaus , Barnim , and Wratiflaus , the kinfmen and allies cf 
Erie. Accordingly they retired out of the kingdom the in¬ 
fant of its publication. After this an ambafty was lent to 
the grand bailiff, grand marecbal, and fenate of Sweden, to 
negotiate with them about the union of the crowns, and the 
eftablilhment of Chrijhphtr in the fovereignty £$ that king¬ 
dom. Commiffioners were appointed to treat wit^*tbe Da- 
nijh ambafladors, and a congrefs fixed gt Jenecoping. Here it 
was agreed, that, previous to all other bufinefs, the refolu- 
tions of the general diet at Colmar , in the year 1436, ftiould 
be exa&ty followed ; except that article which ftipulated, that 
during Erie’s natural life no other fovereign ftiould be ac¬ 
knowledged. It was next determined, that the ftates of the 
three kingdoms ftiould affemble on the twenty-fourth of Jupt 

following 
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following at Calmar, to deliberate concerning the (ecur^y^of 
# the rights, privileges, and immunities of the people *. 

Sdon after this a manifefto was publifhed by the fenate of Frejh ar- 
Denmark, containing frefli articles of accufation againft Eric, tides ofac « 
which were affixed on the gates of all the northern h<mte- (u/ation 
tis« Among other charges wls that of maintaining a de-» f, H a ' n F 
live war againft the Holjiei.i family, and the northern kric. 
r ^ tv%wns, ttuny years after honourable and advantageous 
df accommodation were offered. This, in fa&, was 
for Eric had done all in his pow r, for the eight laft 
his reign, to compromife their differences, which the 
. rmces always declined, in coofequence jWome new 

.o thev had gained over the king's forces. That he 
i..n 'irreated, alter the Jea’h of his queen,- to ftrengthen 
6 by another marriage j but chofe to pafs his 

•njt.-^binc. rather tflan gratify the ardent wifli of 
iai he had made fcvertl attempts to break the 
> :c three crowns, and raife diftmbances in the 

'■ favour the defign of placing Bugijlaut on the 

ihtv- , notwithftanding notice had been given him by 

the , ,iiop of Lundert , in the name of the fenate, to with¬ 

draw ,u*of the hands of foreigners the ftrong-holds of the 
the illands of Ficnia , Largland , Laaland , and 
; • r he Jcfpifed their advice, contrary to the didates 
of ;d : 'ontrary to his folemn oath, and againft the fun- 

.ws of the kingdom. Even the rpenaces of the 
h !■ - i .it they would depofqhim, could not induce Eric to 
^r.:. i, y men* in tjjis particular; from whence it was obvious, 
i. ‘.d they, that he iruft ha\re formed fomedeep and dangerous 
that he ii4d jUienated the ifle of Ru^gn from the 
crown . that Ite made no fcruple about giving the government 
of Fr, 'it .j to Bugifiam, notwithftanding the preifing inftances 
ot the .uiate to th j contrary: and that, after conligning all 
the imr \nt trufts in the kingdom to foreigners, he then re¬ 
treat* .. • the iffand of Gothland, abftrading himfelf from all 
caicc of gove rnient: that he had affumed a defpotic autho¬ 
rity, by treati^ the clergy of the three kingdoms with the ut- 
moft rigouj, contempt, and violence: that it was notorious 
he had one day ftruck ajid disfigured the face of an ecclefiaftic, 
for no other reafon than his innocently prefen ting letters from 
his holineis, which happened not to pleafe hyxi: that he ag¬ 
gravated the affront, by endeavouring to oblige the e£c!efiaftic 
to drink up the blood which iffued from his nofe, and, on his 
refufal, confined him in prifon in irons; that he placed ia 

* Postal. 1 . ix. • 

• • Z 2 the 
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the government of provinces foreigners, whofe avarice ahd 
poverty could only be exceeded by their infolence in office,, 
who treated the people rather like (laves than thjj free-born 
fubje£ts of an elective prince: that he altered anckdekafed the 
coin, oppreffed'the people with*taxes beyond their ability, and 
plundered their efie&s on refufing to pay what exceeded their 
power : and, laftly, that he negle&ed to alienable the diet, 
as ordained by law, to hear the complaints of the ^jured f 
and, in a word, fuffered ufurpers, oppreflors, and public rob¬ 
bers, to live with impunity upon the vitals of the people. 
Such was this freih charge againft Erie, published in defence 
of their €\,n conduct, and to prevent the hanfe-towns from 
taking arms in behalf of the depofed monarch a . 

It was about this time that Chrijhpher publilhed an edi£I, 
enjoining all thofe who held fortreiles in his name, inftantly 
to furrendcr them to the fenate, under pain of forfeiting 
life and effects. In particular he fent a copy of this edi& to 
the governor of Korfor , giving him friendly advice with re- 
fpedt to the confequence of difobedience. From this edi£t 
we may conclude, that he had not yet taken the title of 
king of Denmark , though Meurfuts exprefly affirms the con¬ 
trary ; for through the whole he is called only dukc*of Bava¬ 
ria , protestor of the kingdoms of Denmark , Sweden, and 
Norway, and the fenate mentioned as the fupreme power. 

At the diet of IP'iburg , held in the beginning of the fol¬ 
lowing year, (jbrijlopher folemnly promifed, in virtue of his 
election, to defend the (late, protect the different orders of 
fubje&s in the kingdom in their' (cveral rights, maintain their 
comtnon liberties, and confent tdKall the conditions which 
(hould be thought ncceffary by the enfqing general diet of 
the three kingdoms at Colmar . The day appointed for this 
general diet being come, only a few deputies attended. The 
Danes were bufied in appeafing the infurre&ion of the pea- 
fants in Jutland; and the Swedes were retarded by obftruc- 
tions which the grand marechal Canutfon had raifed, who 
forefaw that the election of Cbrijlopher would be attended 
with the lofs of the greater part of his autljprity. As the 
affembly did not find their number fufficieht to proceed to 
bufinefs, they adjourned themfelves ior a certain time, ap¬ 
pointing their next feffion at Abroga. 

VVhks the deputies met at Abroga, thofe of Denmark de¬ 
manded ’‘that tlie Swedes would acknowledge Chrijlopher for 
their fovfcreign; they enumerated his good qualities, the oath 

he bad taken at JVtburg, and his readinefs to comply with 

* 

1 Poxtan. MsursAV Ppffsxd, Hift. Univ. inloc. citatT 
* *i . what- 
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whatever could reafonably be demanded. Canutfon , perceiv¬ 
ing the Swedes difpofed in his favour, refolved no longer to 
* retard a meafure which he could not altogether prevent; but 
he befoqgiSt them at the fame time to pay fome regard to his 
long fervices, and immenfe gxpenccs in fupporting the dig- 
nity of an exhaufted treafury, and protecting an enfeebled 
kingdom, at his own private charge. He fet forth that he 
was encumbered with debts he (hould never be able to dif- 
chargo without the aififtance of the government, which was 
the only reafon he had to oppofe the election of Chrijlopber . 

Pleafed with finding the marechal in this difpofition, the af- 
fembly declared, that, in conftderation of his fervicqg^he fhouid 
enjoy Finland, the province in which he was born, together 
with the iilands of Ocland and Bcrgholm^ the firft during his 
own Irfc, and the latter in perpetuity to him and his heirs; 
but on this tondition, that the crown (hould at any time have 
power to redeem them for the fum of forty thoufand marks in -> 
(ilver. The Danes perceived of what confequence it was to 
gain over the marechal, and therefore promifed that Chrijlo - 
pher (hould confirm the donation of the aflembly • adding, 
that a decree might be paifed to prohibit all* perfons from 
filing fui^ or preferring accufations againft him, on account 
of his paft adminiftration. 

Matters being thus adjufted, the fenate wrote to Chrif- 
upher , intimating their interftion to eleCt 4iim fovereign ; 
but requefting that he would firft meet them at Calmer , to 
confirm the rights and privileges of the people* preliminaries 
which were requifite to his tlcdlion. Chrijlopber aflented; 
and imagining tlfht it wouj^if be highly expedient to eftablilh 
the beft terms with Cwjfon, he invited him to Helmjladt , 
received hinufavoutatty, and confirmed the ferfttc’5 decree, 
and all that had been done for him by the diet. 

While he was waiting for the time appointed for the Chriflo- 
next general diet, Chrijlopber y in quality of king of Denmark , pher at~ 
granted the inveftiture of Slefwick to duke Adolphus of Hoi - tends the 
Jlein : but he had the precaution to demand a decree of the general 
fenate, declaring that at their defire he granted this invefti -diet at 
ture. Next'ui laboured to compofe the troubles in Jutland^ almar. 
where thelnhabitants refufed paying all taxes, unlefs they were 
fuffered to pay them to their late king Eric. They aflembled to 
the number of twenty-five thoufand men, and came to an 
a&ion with the king’s troops, in which no coafiderahje advan¬ 
tage was gained on either fide. Some prifoners fell into the 
bands of the peafants, and among others a Bavarian gentle¬ 
man, the king’s great favourite, whom they treated with 
great cruelty, Jncenfed at their «obftinacy, Chrijlopber 

% 3 marched 
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7be Jut- mafrched againft them in perfon, gave them battle* andf cb- 
land; rs tained a complete but bloody victory. Henry Togon, a fcna* 
rdj, and tor who had always efpouled Eric, together with federal others' 
are de of his adherents, were taken prifoners, and all^io^demned 
fmttd by to be broke alife on the wheel. „ However, of the whole, pca- 
Chriilo- fant army not above fifteen hundied were left dead on the 
pher. lield, though great numbers were wounded. Their main 
body gained a neighbouring hill, which they fb intpsnchcck 
with waggons and chariots, as to withfland all the attacks 
of the king’s cavalry. At l*ft Chri/lopher was advifed to of¬ 
fer them pardon if they would fubmit, which induced many 
to throw dpwn their arms : the relt were obflinate, though 
weakened by this defertion j they were again attacked and 


Chrifto- 
pher Jets 
nut for 
Stock¬ 
holm. 


cut in piec.es a . 

His mSjefty had been longer detained on this expedition 
than he imagined. It was the month of Augufl before he 
could get to Calmar , though the Swed'tjh fenate appointed the 
congrefs in June. Firft, he had an interview with Canutfon , at 
Helmjtadl , and both proceeded together to Calmar , where the 
duke was received with great joy and refpe& by the dates of 
Sweden. After.fettling every point refpefting their rights, Cljrif- 
topber was conduced to Stockholm , into which he madg his pub¬ 
lic entry, amidft the acclamations of the people. On the thir¬ 
teenth of September , he was proclaimed king with the ufual 
formalities, and 1 next day folefonly crowned, by the archbi- 
(hop of Upfal. 

CHRISTOPHER was no fooner in Stockholm , than crowds 
of people of all ranks flocked 1 round him, with complaints 
againft the grand marechal; but Yds*promifc c to Canutfon, tbe 
great influence of that nobleman, aid the efteem in which he 
was held by *ihe common people, made him decline taking 
cognizance of thefe grievances. One indance of his popu¬ 
larity occurred on the day his majefty made his entry: the peo¬ 
ple cried out, that Charles better deferred a crown than Chri- 
fiapher. He had the dignity of a king, they faid, but the 
other the ftature of a dwarf. He was brave, affable, and elo¬ 


quent ; but thefe qualities were doubtful in the other. The 
truth was, they were difpleafed with the figurtTof Chji/lepber % 
which was greatly edipfed by the perfonal qualifies of the 
other. The vulgar judge by the eye atid ear. 

His majefty’s long refidence in Sweden furnifhed an oppor- 
F tunit y ^ new difturbances hi Jutland. The governors treat- 

Utrbantes c< ^ P eo P^ e great fcverity, and feized the o'ccafion of 
in Jutland# ^‘**8 under the difpleafure of the court to leplenifh their 
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bwn coffers. To remedy thefe enormities, Cbriflopher pub- 
liChed an edifif, advifing the people to remain firm in their al¬ 
legiance, and prohibiting the governors and officers of the 
court to any thing more chan was required by law, under 
pain of his difplcaftire. • * 

All this time Eric li\j,ed in the ifiand of Gothland , and had 
fortified himfclf ftrongly in IVijby. He had aflemblcd a great 
number of (hipping, with which repeated piracies were com¬ 
mitted on the high feas, and defeents on the Swedijh eoafts. 
Complaints were made to Chrijlopberi but they were treated 
with raillery, faying, he was glad his uncle could fall upon 
any method of amufing and fupporting himfeli** However, 
the evil daily encreafed, and the complaints of the people 
grew proportionably more loud and earned, which obliged the 
king*to make formal preparations for war againd Eric. He Chriflo- 
pafled witfi Canutfon at the htftd of a confiderable armament pher *r//:>r 
to Gothland , and all were in expe&ation that he would either Eric, 
drive the depofed king out of Gothland , or at lead procure 
fome means of reducing the pirates : but he performed nei¬ 
ther j and. it is faid, that the two piinccs met, pafied fome 
time together with great coidiality, and parttd good friends. 

Certain it is, that Eric remained in pofleffion of the ifiand. 

Without ceafing to moled the Swedijh commerce and coads b . 

Is January 14.4.3, Chrijlopher went from Sweden to Nor¬ 
way' receiving at Anjlo the crown of that Vingdom, and the 
allegiance of the people. Thence he patted into Denmark , 
and was crowned at Ripen by the archbifhop of Lunden. % 

After Chriflophtr was (olemnly acknowledged fovereign Chrifto- 
in the three kingdoms, Iji^e his predeceffors, he began to at* pher at - 
tach himfelf chiefly to Denmark, but without negle&ing his tacheshim- 
duty to the flther two* His whole time was taken’ up in th t,f*lf P ar ti- 
concerns of his fubjefls, in regulating fociety, encouraging 'Aarly to 
trade, and enforcing the laws. He began with confirming D e nmark * 
the privileges of the towns and cities, and Copenhagen received 
the fird marks of his favour. Next he took into confidera- 
tion certain complaints laid before him, by the bilhops of Ab'- 
pen, Jrbus y Odenfee , and Wiburg, that the tithes were not 
properly pai 3 . * Advocates were heard on both fides, and Chrt - 
Jlopher gave fentence, in fuch a manner as difpleafed neither, 
as it was apparent that he blended the good of the people with 
ajud refpedt for the clergy. The privileges of the church he 
confirmed, and augmented thofe of Lunden .• He entered upon 
a treaty with the bifhop of Rofchildy whereby Copenhagen , un¬ 
til then a dependency on that diocefc, was ceded to the crown. 

* Ibid. • 
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Next he Viewed his regard for commerce, by permitting the 
dry cf Amfterdam, and the hanfc towns, to trade to all the 
ports in the three kingdoms, on their paying the ufuaj cuftoms. 
Several other regulations of a falutary nature werennade, and 
nothing omitted That could flump a favourable impreifion of 
his charader on the minds of the popple. 

All hiftorians mention a conference which Chrijlopher held 
phet p this year at fVifmar with feveral German princes; bat they 
w,o »cr- w j t |, re fpe6t to the motives for this interview. Crahtziui 

many m - pytanus however, are of opinion', that meafures were 
here concerted for bridling the infolcnce of the hanfe-towns, 
who great If ^annoyed the Danijh commerce; and that it was 
determined rather to ufe policy than force. With this view 
he took the habit of a pilgiim, as if he intended vifiting 
Pahfime , and came to the congrcfs, artended with eight *hun? 
dred hone ; but what the deligrt or effeds were of luchfcftra- 
' tagem, we are left to enquiie elfewhere. In this imperfed 
unfatisfadory manner, do thefc voluminous authors compile 
hiflory, and fuch are the materials from whence we have 
been painfully forced to colled our account of this king*? 
dom. * 


A. D. 
144+. 
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. JOHANNES GOTHUS , a Swedijh writer, alledgcs, that 
Ch i/lop her, enriched with the fpoils of an Englijh fleet, over 
winch his fquadrons obtained a flgnal vidory, refolved to be 
revenged on the lianfe- towns. He colleded a numerous fleet, 
pnd lent to the regency of Lubec that he intended making a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and (hould be glad of a paf- 
fage through their city. But as "his retinue uncommonly 
great, the regency prudently dechrted admitting fuch guefts 
within their ^alls. Chtijhpher finding plan difconcerted, 
returned full of indignation to Denmark b . What credit is 
due to this account we know not, though certain we are, that 
it is not only embairaflcd in the relation, but contradided by 
the teflimony of other writers of equal credit; and as for the 
Englijh hiftorians, they pafs over in intire filence the circum- 
flance of the vidory over the fleet of their nation. 

T his year we are told the king had (ome thoughts of mart 
rtage, and received an ambafiy from the fultan of Egypt, who 
offered him his daughter e ; but in what manner the king de¬ 
clined this alliance, we are not informed'. The princels moft 
agreeable to Chrijhpher *s inclinations was Dorothea , daughter 
of the margrave *Jobti of Brandenburg , furnamed the Alche¬ 
my?. This was probably one pan of the buflnefs of the con- 
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ference at Wifmar : the match was concluded, and the greater 
, part of the year taken up in preparations for celebrating the 
nuptials. The margrave promifed a portion of 300,000 flo¬ 
rins .with ftis daughter ; the marriage was confummatcd, but 
the money never paid. • * 

Immediately after.his nuptials, Chriflopher confirmed 
the German merchants in all the privileges of trade they had 
ever Ci.joyqd with his dominions; and his complaifance on this 
occaffon to his wife was carried fo far as to injure his own 
fubje&s, for the fake of her countrymen, by granting them 
certain immunities with rcfpe& to goods bought in his domi¬ 
nions, which deftroyed the profits of the feller. 

Hitherto Chriflopher had lived in great harmony with 
the Danijh nobility ; but his marriage drew fuch an afflux of 
foreigners into the kingdom, as gave the alarm to his own 
fubjedls. Tjovernments, placfs at court, and public trulls, 
were bellowed on them, to the prejudice of native Danes and • 
Swedes. Both took umbrage, and complaints became frequent 
and loud. Chriflopher had too much undemanding to neg- 
le& their murmuring : inflantly he called to mind the caufes 
of Eric* s depofitioil, and determined to avoid the fame fate, 
yet without a breach of his word or hofpitality to foreigners. 

His conduct on this occafion was wife and moderate : fo 
equally did he balance, that he fatisfied his lubje&s by removing 
foreigners; and gave no umbrage to the latfer, by the delica¬ 
cy ufed in performing this neceflary duty. He recited to them A. D. 
his coronation oath, enlarged upon the mutual obligations be- v445. 

' tween the fovereign and his Tubje£b, expatiated on the grati- His majef. 
tude due from him to hisrfubjedts, for exalting him by volun- (f* •wife 
tary election to hjs jjrcftnt ftation ; allured them of the fenfe induct, 
he entertairlbd of their fervices and attachment ;'of the re¬ 
luctance with which he removed them from trulls they had 
difeharged with fo much honour; and of his intention other- 
wile to reward them as foon as opportunity offered. In a word, 
he Toothed, cajoled, and flattered in fuch a manner, that they re¬ 
signed their places without refentmenrto the natives, and were 
Succeeded by Danes and Swedes , who entertained the greateli; 
yefpeCifor fuch amiable foreigners, whom they wilhed to con¬ 
tinue in*heir office, could it be effected confidently with the 
jnterefl of thepublic*and of individuals. 

This year Chriflopher palled over to Laaland , and punifbed A. D. 
fome difaffe&ed perfons, who obflinately adhered iso Eric. He 1446* 
made divers local laws, intended purely for the good and con- 
veniency of Laaland in particular; after which he went to 
Sweden , and fludied popularity and the good of his people, no 
jefs in that kingdom than he hat} don^in Denmark. 
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Returning from Sweden the following year he was fhi'p* 
wrecked, and inunenfe treafures in money, and jewels which, 
he had on board, were loft. Notwithftanding the indulgence 
(hewn to foreign merchants, fome enormities ofl^wkich the 
Hollanders wer# guilty, laid the king under the neceflity of 
$rrefting their (hips in his ports. ,The difference was foon 
after amicably compromilcd by arbitration. 

In the year 1448, Chrijlopher publifhed writs for aflembling 
the Swedijh diet, and was preparing to pafs into that kingdom, 
when he was feized with a malady that put an end to his days, 
after afhort illnefs. 

CHK/SIfliPPHER was at firft greatly beloved by all his 
fubjetSis, but particularly the Danes t for whom he could not 
hdplhewing fome partiality, conduced with fo little circum* 
fpeCtion as gave umbrage to the Swedes or Nonvegiuns* He 
endeavoured to fubje£f Swede# to Denmark ; but lew Swedijh 
writers allow, that he adhered Jo clofely to the treaty of Cal- 
mar , as never to have violated their laws, except by the intro¬ 
duction of foreigners; a fault he foon repaired. Some, how¬ 
ever, blame him for leaving Eric in pofleftion of Gothland , and 
permitting him to moleft the Swedijh commerce and coafts 
with impunity. This indeed was wrong policy, and an injury 
to his (ubje&s; hut allowance ought to be made for his 
relation to that unhappy prince, and that delicacy of mind 
which would not'luffer him to aggravate the misfortunes of a 
once powerful and refpeCted monarch. All the Danijh writers 
extol Chrijlopher as a prodigy of moderation, prudence, and 
pattiotifm ; the Swedes exclaim* againft him as a tyrant. * 
Certain it is, that he preferveiythe kingdom in great 
tranquility at^d order, enercafed thk wealth and commerce 
of his fuhjeCls, and greatly augmented the feficity of his 
people, by whom he was highly regretted. It may indeed be 
objected to his character, that he accepted fo cafily of a 
crown taken from the head of his aged uncle, notwithftand* 
ing his oath to the contrary ; but we every day fee inftances of 
princes, minutely fcrupulous of their oaths in common affairs, 
who hefttate not to break them in cafes fo trying to cheir am¬ 
bition, as the offer of fovereignty. To them it belongs to de¬ 
cide, whether fovereigmy can balance the (hame and difho- 
nour of acquiring it by perjury and perfftiy (A). 

CHRISTOPHER dying without iflue, great contefts arofe 
concerning* a fucAffor to the croiyn of the three kingdoms. 
The Swedijh diet afTembled at fenecoping ; and it was the opi¬ 
nion of a ftrong party, that the treaty of Calmar fhould be 
implicitly followed, and nothing determined with refpe& t<% 

• »’ *4t 

(A) It muft beobferved, that we here fpeak of Qflriflepher\ 
conduit with refpeft to Denmark only. * 
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the" fuccefBon, before the ftates of the three kingdoms met. * 

Another fa&ion, headed by Canutfon , who afpired at the 
crown* Supported the contrary opinion* and were for proceeding 
to an immediate eledion. They affirmed, that the union of 
Calmar was fufficiently brokf through already, and that it ne¬ 
ver had any other effed than to raifc Denmark on the ruins of 
Sweden and Norway. Befides, they ailedged that the Danes 
were guilty of a direeft infraction of the union, in catling 
Cbrijlopher to Denmark , without confuting the inclination* 
of the two other kingdoms. In fine* their difeourfe was de« * 
figned to inflame the Swedijh nation againfl; Denmark , and to 
revive in the minds of the people the ancient ^njmofity be¬ 
tween the two nations. 

As foon as this news was received in Denmark , the fenate R t f 0 lutio* 
rcfolved to proceed to the election of a king j for it did nor of the Da- 
appear expedient to commit 4 he government of affairs to the niih d iet , 
queen-dowager, at a time when they had every thing to fear * 
from the two neighbouring crowns. At this time a lord of 
great weight, property, and ambition, fought the queen in 
marriage, the more eafily to pave his way to the throne. 

This is a fad mentioned by Pontanus and Meurfsus t though 
neither takes notice of his name a . But as for a great number 
of years there was no precedent for eleding a king out of the 
body of nobility, though agreeable to law, the queen entered 
into the views of the fenate,* and declared foe would give her 
hand to no prince who fhould not be judged deferring of the 
crown by the fupreme council of the nation.* 

The advantages which would accrue from annexing the 
dutchy of Sleftvick and Jjtolflein to the crown, made the fenate offer of the 
firft call their eyes op Adolphus . This matter required no crown to 
long delibe§ation J aH faw the coveniencies refusing from fuch Adolphus 
an union, and gave their afient. Immediately an ambafly was of Hol- 
difpatched with the offer to Adolphus ; but that prince confult- «ein, 
jng the good of his fubjeds, whofe intereft would be ablbrbed b§ 
in the fuperior weight of Denmark , declined it, with a mode- Tt f u f*** 
ration and diiinrereftednefs altogether uncommon among 
princes. However, that he might not be wanting in reflect 
to the fenltc, he propofed to them his nephew Cbrijlian, fe- 
cond Tot* to Theodoric , earl of Oldenburg , a prince bred up at 
the court of Adolphts from his infancy. The propofition was 
fo agreeable to the fenate, that, without lofs of time, the 
ambafiadors were fent to Theodoric, to demand either of his 
fons he pleafed for their king. Theodoric s anfwer to the am- 
baffadors was remarkable: “ I have three fons, fays he, of 
“ very oppofice qualities. Qne is paffionately fond of plea* 

** fure and women; another breathes nothing but war, with* 

« Ppntav. 1, ix. Mipas. in Vic. Chxiftiani, p. 3 . 
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“ out regarding the juftice of the caufe ; but the third is too- 
“ derate in hi» difpofition, prefers peace to the din of arms, 
“ yet (lands unrivalled in valour, generofity, and magnani- 
“ mity.” To this he added, that he painted thefe^hgraders 
for the fenate’s information, defiring they would chufe which 
of the young princes they believed would render the kingdom 
happieft. It was a matter which would admit of no hefitation: 
with one voice the fenate declared for that prince whofe pa¬ 
negyric the father had fo warmly drawn; and under thefe happy 
aufpices commenced the origin of the grandeur of the houfe of 
Oldenburg, at this day feated on the throne of Denmark \ 


CHRlSflAN, or CHRIST IERN, of Oldenburg. 


Chrif- In the mean time Canutfon a fled with fo much policy in 
tian I. Sweden as procured him a majority of votes in the diet; in 

*f Olden- confequence of which he fet ofit for Upfal, to have the ce- 
burg Ard- re monie$ of his coronation performed. As foon as he was 
editing of acknowledged king, he notified his acccflion to the Danes and 
Denmark, pj orW eg\an S , founding at the fame time their inclinations with 
refpeft to continuing the union of the crowns; but finding 
both kingdoms averfe to his exaltation, he returned to Stock¬ 
holm, with intention to revenge himfelf, and fubdue th* ifland 
of Gothland. Two thoufand men were immediately embarked, 
under the command of two generals, whofe inftruflions wero 
to invade that ifiand, and make themfelves mafters of Eric’s 
perfon. Informed of his defign, the Danijh fenators fent am- 
bafladors to him,‘ requefting him to withdraw his troops be¬ 
fore hoftilities were committed. The ambafl'adors represented, 
that Gothland belonged, by right of <T*®nqueft, to the crown of 
Denmark from the time of Voldemar IH. and that queen Mar¬ 
garet had redeemed it of the grand mailer of th ^Teutonic or¬ 
der, to whom it was mortgaged by king Albert . They had 
Inflruftions to add, that, in cafe of refufal, his Danijh ma- 
jefty would not fail to oppofe his defigns, and make reprifals. 
But Charier was too proud to acknowledge the right of Den¬ 
mark, and too fure of conqueft to relinquifh his fcheme. His 
anfwer was fuch as induced the fenate immediately to requeft 
of Chrijlian to come to Denmark, and vindicate the rights of 
. the crown. Accordingly he proceeded to Lunden, and was 
met by the fenate and different ftates of the kingdom in a hall 
called Totlerabob , a place antiently deftined for the election of 
the Danijh kings. ‘ Here he was proclaimed king of Denmark 
*nd Norway , receiving from archbifhop Tvon the ftandard of 
the kingdom. 


_ * hdsvfts. Vlt. Chrift. p 3. Des Roches, t. iv. Vit. Chrift. 



fh Hiftory of Denmark; # 349 

JtRlC *II this while was clofely befieged in Wifby, Obliged a. D. * 
to abandon the town* he retired to the citadel, with a refolu- 1448. 
tion to defend it to the laft extremity, leaving the care of the Eric be- 
city to ^^inhabitants. Matteis foon wore a different afp ^Qtfieged by 
on his retreat. The inhabitants, fatigued wAh a long fiege, tbe Swedes 
loft their courage. The out-polls were negle&ed, and thpy ,n Wisby, 
no more appeared in fuch numbers, or with the fame fpirit, aa/ j ^ is 
on the ramparts. This did not pafs unobferved by the be- R?‘‘ ant * e ~ 
fiegeis; they eafily conjectured the reafon, and refolvcd 
give the aflault, which proved fatal to JViJby , and brought it 
into the hands of the enemy. Such trepidation did the fury 
of the aflfailanrs occafion, that, had they attempted the cita¬ 
del, they would have probably fuccceded. Meurfius however 
alledges, that the ladders were a&ually placed to the walls 
of tile citadel, and vigorous efforts made by the Swedes ; but 
defeated By the vigilance anti bravery of Eric y who exerted 
himfelf in a very extraordinary manner on this occafion. 

But whatever countenance he might hold out to the ene¬ 
my, the lofs of the city greatly difconcerted and ft rattened 
him. Provifions began to fail, and courage to be rendered of 
no effect, when famine ftared him in the face. In this per¬ 
plexity ,he held a council of his officers, and defired their ad¬ 
vice ; but all declared themfelves unable to determine upon 
any falutary meafures. Upon this he refolved to demand an 
interview with the Swedijh generals, which Was granted. He 
told them, that, on the whole, he owed great obligations to 
the Danes , who permitted him to enjoy this retreat unmo- 
leftcd, whatever caufe of complaint he might have for their 
iirft defection. 4 The faiwfe he could not alledge in favour of 
the Swedes , who not only frequently took arms againft him, 
depofed him, and placed in his throne a bate ufurper, but 
now fought to drive him out of that little fpot of ground, 
fituated in the middle of the fea, and the only place where he 
could end his unfoitunate life in tranquillity. He reprefented 
to them, that nothing could be more inglorious than to ac¬ 
cumulate misfortunes on thofe already opprelied with mifery, 
or to deprive their king of his only remaining hope, that of 
dyingjn eafe. 

The* generals replied, that they could not, with honour or 
(afety, forbear executing their inftru&ions, which were to 
give him no quarter, if he refufed to furrender prifoner atdif- 
cretion, and give up his whole treafure. * But Ertc cajoled 
them with fuch flattering expreifions, and foftened them with 
fo horrible a pidture of his fituation, that they granted a truce 
for a few days. It is faid, that Magnus Green , the comman¬ 
der in chief, touched with the misfortunes of this prince, held 

* ■ 
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a private correspondence with him, and agreed to the’truce, 

* in hopes that, before it was expired, he would have put him- 
(elf in a ftate of defence. He even connived at his laying ill 
(lores of provilion and ammunition. 

ERIC made the beft ufe of the opportunity, and laid in 
(lores and provifion fufficient to it arid a long fiege. At the 
expiration of the truce, he was fummoned to Surrender the 
citadel; but on terms lefs rigid than were before offered. In 
confequence of orders from their king, the generals novV per¬ 
mitted him to go wherever he pleafcd, with all his effects. 
King Charles dreaded the preparations made by Chrijlian , 
knowing he fhould be forced to withdraw his troops, if 
Succour was fent to Eric ; and this it was that occasioned thefe 
freih inftru&ions and moderate terms, which however were 
rejected by Eric. He now found himfelf fupplied with neceffa- 
ries, and refufed to comply with' any conditions until he could 
hear from Denmark. Accordingly he fent ambafladors to ac¬ 
quaint the Senate with his Situation, to demand fpeedy aflift- 
ance, and to offer the citadel to be garrifoned by Danijh 
_ . troops. His propofal was embraced with joy. Chrijlian 
th^tUadel f*l u *PP e ^ * fleet-with great celerity, and gave the command of 
•/ Wisby ** t0 &l aus Axelfm % an officer of great, reputation. His mftruc- 
into the * l ‘ ans were to take pofleffion of the citadel of IVtJhy , to place 
hands of * ftrong garrifon in it, and to remove Ertc , ^vith all his cf 
fhi Danes, feds, to any town of Denmark , or of Pomerania , at his op¬ 
tion. The fleet put to fea, and arrived off the illand of 
Gothland: Glaus' had an interview with Green the Stvedi/h ge¬ 
neral, who permitted him to enter the harbouf of fPiJby un- 
moleftedj he landed his troops, toolfr*pofleffion of the citadel, 
and conducted Eric fafe to Burund. 

Chriftian ERIC was hut a few days here when 1 he received a depu- 
treats him tation from Chrijlian , which does great honour to the polite- 
nuitbgreat ne fe and humanity of that prince. He was requeued not to 
humanity take U p h»s refidence in any place out of the Danijh domi- 
ani dij- n j ofl8> He was offered the ifland of Fenteren, and an appoint- 
tinSttoiu jnenCy which would enable him to live in a manner worthy of 
his dignity. Eric was affe&ed with thefe inftances of ten- 
dernefs: he was ready to embrace the propofal, according to 
fome hiftorians} but afterwards altered his fentiments, and re¬ 
tired with a ffender retinue to Rugonwkld in Pomerania* to 
which place he was attended out of refped by the Danijh de¬ 
puties. Here he efhdcd his days in great tranquillity, without 
attempting to recover his crown, or even repining at the 
lots. It is fuppofed, that fome punctilious - fcruples pre¬ 
vented his returning to Denmark , and induced him to prefer 
an ealy though obfeure life in his own country, to one mpre^ 

• • fplendiq 
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fjriendtd and agreeable in an ifland (hat composed but a very # 

Ipall part of Hit fonnerdominions *. 

T Tme citadel of Wijby had changed its garrifon, without a. D. 
altering its real fituation. Still the Swedes pufhed the fiegc { ,j. g * 

and the*garrifon, finding provifion and flore* growing fhort. The 
difpatched a roeflenger to Denmark to acquaint Chrijitan , that. Swedes 
unlefs they received fpeedy affiftance, they would be forced to continue to 
furrender. Incenfed at this account, the king raifed troop$,^/%f tb* 
and equipped a fquadron with all poflible expedition, refolving citadel of 
to drive the Swedes out of the ifland. He put to fea with a Wisby. 
body of choice troops, and attended by the flower of th eHol- 
Jiein nobility. On his arrival off the coaft of Gothland , he 
fent Axclfon to treat with the Swedijh generals, anci prevail on 
them, if poflibie, to withdraw their troops, to avoid the ef- 
fufioq of blood. Axelfon laid his inftru£l ion's before the ge¬ 
nerals i but could obtain no o^her anfwer than that they were 
ready to agree to a fufpenflon of arms for a certain time, du¬ 
ring which the two kings might negotiate a peace, things now 
remaining in their prefent pofture; that is, Wijly in the hands 
of the Swedes , and the citadel in thofe of the Danes. His ma- Chriflian 
jefty, not Satisfied with this anfwer, immediately difembarked rtlitvtstbe 
the troops, fupplied the citadel with all manner of ftores and btfteged. 
provifiod, razed feme forts the Swedes had built round it, and 


then encamped before the city, to which he laid ftege. One 
very brifk action pa fled, in which neither ftdo gained any con- 
fiderable advantage ; however, it determined Chrijitan to let 
Are to the city : upon which the Swedes retired to the large 
houfes built with (tone. Upon their retreat the king or¬ 
dered the walls 10 be demolifhed, and then attacked the gar¬ 
rifon confined in the large houfes, with fo much vigour, that 
he foon becajne mailar of the whole city, the dheany fubmit- 
ting at diferetion. 

The conqueft of the ifland was not, however, the foie Chriflian 
object of this expedition. Chriflian fought the afie&ions courts the 
and friendfhip of the Swedijh nation, in order to pave the way a J*&ient 
for the union of the three crowns. He exhorted the nobility ^ ***, 
and officers, his prifoners, to enter into thefe meafures, and. 
obtained thair promife, on condition the prifoners were fet zx. ntUlcn ' 
liberty* without ranfom. His majefty, after fufficiently gar- 
rifoning all the forts |nd ftrong pofts in the ifland, returned 
yi&ortoas to j Denmark, where he was folemnly crowned by 
the archbifhop ofLunden ; a ceremony hitharto omitted. The 
fame day alio hfl efpoufed Dorothea, widow of the late king 
Cbrifiefber, 
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* ' CHARLES of Sweden, to eonfole himfelf for the <%**« 

f£ a V °J fuftained in Gothland , made a defeent on Norway, and exerte^ 
en * himfelf fo vigoroufly, that he was crowned king at Dron- 
theim , in fpite of all the endeavours of the nobility, who ex-, 
horted the people to adhere to the union of Colmar. But 
fearing that Chrijlian might, in the mean while* invade Swe¬ 
den, he appointed a regency in Norway and returned with 
the utmoft difpatch. But though Chrijlian was by no means 
pleafed with this proceeding, he refolved to fit down quietly, 
and rather fupport the lots of the crown of Norway , than har- 
rafs his people with frelh difputes, already reduced very low by 
the long wars with Holftein y and bad oecconomy under Eric. 
With a view to eftablifh peace* he fent an ambafly to Swe- 
den y inviting king Charles to an interview at Helmjladt, to 
compofe all differences between the two kingdoms. The 
ambaffadors were ordered to demand, that if Charles did not 


. chufe to attend in perl'on, he would fend two ambaffador9 with 
full powers to treat and conclude peace. 

On their arrival in Sweden they laid their inftru&ions before 
the fenate, and were anfwered, that the buftnef* of the na¬ 
tion required lps majefty’s prefence; but two ambaffadors 
fhould attend the congrefs, with all the neceffary powers; 
Befidcs the plenipotentiaries, Charles appointed twelve depu¬ 
ties to accompany them, to whom he gave peremptory in- 
druftions, to part with neither the kingdom of Norway nor the 
ifle of Gothland , to his Danijh majefty ; but to fubmit that 
affair to the decifion of the pope or emperor, or of the 
fword. 

Chriftian CHRISTIAN opened the congrefs with complaining, that 
complains Charles , in prejudice of all the treaties between the northern 
to the d/et crownS9 ; rom an ambition to reign, procured to himfelf 
da f°h' th e crown °f Sweden; a proceeding which it was evident 
Swedifli Wwou ^ intail a perpetual war on the three kingdoms. He re- 
mnjefly. P re fented the advantages of the union of Colmar , fo folemnly 
JJ *’ fworn to by the dates of the three kingdoms. He affirmed it 
was the only meafure that could be thought of, to preferve 
peace, reprefs the ambition of the great, who might afpire at 
the crown, and oppofe all the attacks from foreign enemies* 
He added, that he could not, without aftonilhment, rxltaSt on 
Charles's late proceedings in Norway , aigd violently obliging 
the dates to ele& him king, although he well knew, that 
Norway appertained, by right of fucceffon, to the king of 
Denmark. He doubtpd not, therefore, but that prince pre¬ 
ferred war to peace, elfe would he never go on in a feries of 
filch pra&ices. His majedy then concluded, with exhorting 
the affembly to labour with him in avoiding hoftil ies, and a 
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Hii’-,' which could not fail of proving ruinous and dcftrufiivt! * 

£»the fubjeds of the three kingdoms, a confequence, in his 
•xlWn opinion, not to be balanced by the moll iignal advan¬ 
tages to # the king a . 

. It was evident that Chrifttaris harangue made an imprcf- 77,, 
fion on the Swedijb plenipotentiaries and deputies, already S vcde.s . 
difgutled with the government of Charles , whom with jer-ret dHyrjUJ v 
they permitted to alcend the throne, only bccaufe they could -~vi ;0 
not oppofe his elevation. They replied therefore to his ma- duties’.? 
jelly, that nothing would give them fo much f'atis r adlion as go-vent- 
the means of ettablifhing a 1'oIiJ peace. They promised to mcnt ' 
ufe all their enJeavouis to procure the rellitutuin of Nor- 
way , to which it was certain Chat Its had no manner of right; 
and they even went fo far as to engage obliging him to ab¬ 
dicate* the crown of Sweden , provided he 16uid obtain the 
viceroy(hip» of that kingdom# This reply was mhrMy cor- 
refpondent to the king’s wifh, and indeed more than lie could 
well expedl, at the fiift mention or his defnin. He told the 
plenipotentiaries, that for the fake of peace he accepted their 
offer, provided that on their return they would exeit them- 
fclves to, effect their promiles. » 

On their return ro Sweden, they laid before the king the 
conclufion of the negotiation, with which Charles was"vio¬ 
lently enraged. He accufed the plenipotentiaries of having 
exceeded their inftrudtions iftid betrayed him : he confis¬ 
cated their eftates, under pretence of their having confpired 
againft his crown, affembled a diet at Culmttr, taking care 
that only his own creatures ihould be prefent, and obliged 
.them to renew fheir oath*>f allegiance. But imlead of pro¬ 
moting his interefl by fuch violent meafuics, he feemed to 
labour his ourri definition. The pIcniporcntiAics were no¬ 
blemen of high diitiudlion and great influence ; the depu¬ 
ties joined vmh them, and all reloived to revenge the affront 
and injury done them. They made offer of their ferviccs A. I>. 
to Cbrtjlun , who rejoiced .it an acquifltion, which Charles de- 1456* 
fpifed under the lalle notion that his authority was too well 
eftablifhed to receive any Ihock from tire revolt of lucli a 
handful of tiis fubjects. 

chTUstmn waited for fome time at Helmjladt , expell¬ 
ing an anfwcr trom iweden , with refpedt to the conditions 
llipulated at the congtefs ; but the time appointed being 
elapfed} he called a diet in Zealand, to deliberate on the ne- 
celfary meafures to be taken. It was the opinion of the 
diet, and upon this a refolution was formed, that his majefty 

a Des Roches Hill, de Denmark t. iv. Vit. Chrifl. 
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fhould not enter upon open war, but content himfelf 
with annoying the commerce, and harraffing the coafty 
of Sweden and Norway , which would encreafe the peoples" 
diftafte of Charles's government, of which they already 
complained, anfi make them more eager to renew the 
union of the three crowns. Accordingly an army was le- 
' vied, and a fleet equipped. Orders were given to the ge¬ 

nerals and admirals, to make defeents on all the coafts of 
Sweden , where they imagined they could be fuccefsfu!, but 
without hazard. They punctually executed their commiflion, 
having ravaged the whole fca-coaft, and advanced within 
fight of Stftkholm. Here the troops were landed, and terri¬ 
ble incurfions made to the very walls of the capital; after 
which they embarked again without loft, carrying with them 
a prodigious booty. 'Johannes Got bus alledges, however; that 
this booty coft them dear; fof‘ while they were fiifperfed in 
negligence and fecurity about the country, they were attacked 
by a body of Swedes , who defeated them, took a great number 
of prifoners, and left fome hundreds dead upon the field *. 

A. D. The following year Chrijlian went to IVifmar , under pre- 
*45 1 * tence of performing a vow ; but in reality to confer with jthe 
margrave and other German princes, and to labour tQ prevail 
on the hanfe-towns to refuCe Charles the fuccours he folicited. 
In one refpeCl this journey profited the Danijh monarch ; in 
another it was prejudicial to his'intereft. He executed all he 
defired with the German ftates; but Charles taking advan¬ 
tage of his abfencc, revenged upon Schonen the infults cont¬ 
raries mitted by Chrijlian'§ fleet on the Swedijh coafts. He entered 
men the province in the depth of winter, with an army faid to 
Jchonen, amount to feventy thoufand men, burning and deftroying all 
tnd lays before him. Men, women, and children, without diftinc- 
wajte the tj on , W ere cruelly put to the fword. Such as were happy 
Provinces, enough to efc 3 pe the fury of this barbarous foe, took fhelter 
in the mountains and inacceflible rocks, where, endeavouring 
to avoid the fword, they encountered a death more terrible 
from cold and famine. Nor did the villages and little mar- 
ket towns alone feel the weight of Charles's refentment. The 
towns of Helfuiburg and Landjhroon were reduced to. afhes. 
Lunden indeed repulfed all the endeavours of this formidable 
army. Archbifliop Tychun , at the heaB of a body of brave 
volunteers, made fuch turious (allies, as (breed the Swedes to 
retire with* great *lofs, after they had fet fire to the fuburbs. 
Charles continued for feveral weeks before this city, but the 
laft fally he could not Hand. Tychon had colle&cd hisr whole 

* Msvr*s. Vit. Chrift. p. 1$. ^ 
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force? and burfting forth from bne of the ports like an irrcfiflt- 
bfe torrent, drove all before him, and was fecondcd in the 
•pnrfuic by a great body of peafants, who fell upon the flying 
Sw des , and made terrible deftrudtion. This difgrace only 
ferved to" Iharpen the cruelty and lword of (%harlcs. Retir¬ 
ing to the monaftery of D alien y he factificed in cold blood 
a number of merchants, fcho had taken flieltcr in the mo*- • 
naftery as a place of fecurity. He burnt fcvcral other reli¬ 
gious houfes in his retrcat,and attacked the caftle of It eui.ifflcy 
where he met with a rcpulfe from the lady to whom it belong¬ 
ed. This heroine collecting together her vaftals and tenants, 
gave Charles lb warm a teception, that he was glad to purfue 
his march without making any further attempts. Tlfus Charles 
was twice difgraced by two peifons the leaft fit for conduct¬ 
ing mditary opemtions ; the one on account of his facred 
function, tl*e other by reafon <if her tender fex. 

CHRISTIAN'* abfence deprived the unhappy Schoneners of 
protection ; and now, on his return, the Sound was (hut up 
with ice in fuch a manner, as prevented him from giving them 
any effectual fuccour. Enraged with the barbarity of Charles , The Da- 
the Danijii monarch meditated revenge; and, early in the nilh fleet 
fpring fent a ftrong l'quadron, under Glaus Axelfon y to lay fiege lays Jitge to 
to Stockholm , while himfelf, at the head of a powerful army. Stock- 
entered Sweden on the other fide. His firft flhock fell upon^°bn. 
Wejl Gothland , where he cafilyteduccd Ladefe | and made fome 
{lay in order to repair the fortifications : but his time was not 
idly fpent, though he feemed to pafs it inadtivaly. At Ladefe 
he had frequent conferences With the nobility and gentry of 
JVcJl Gothland^ at I of whqjji promifed to acknowledge him for 
their fovercian, as foot* as he had conquered a certain part of 
Sweden. Others difT rJbc demand any conditions? they, with¬ 
out hefitation, renounced their allegiance to Charles , and 
fwore obedience to Chrijiian. Nor did the fortifications fo 
wholly employ the Danjh troops, as to prevent their making 
very profitable excurfions into the neighbouring country, 
where they plundered the houfes and eftates of fuch as re¬ 
mained in their allegiance to Charles. The Szvedijh peafants 
fought fheltA in the mountains; but receiving intelligence 
that the eftemy were lefs numerous than at firft they imagined, ^ j) 
they ailembled and attacked the Danes, whom they found ’ * 

difperfed in queft of booty about the country, and cut great ^ * 
numbers of them in pieces. Another body of Danes , hearing 
of the fate of their comrades, drew the peafant army to a 
battle in the open plain, and had their revenge, by obtaining 
a fignal and complete victory. Bv this laft advantage, the 
whole province fubmitted to Chrijiian j all the inhabitants* 

• A a a whether 
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whether peafants or nobles, acknowledging Chrifllan for thelf 
fovereign. } 

During thefe tran factions in Weft Gothland, Char let en¬ 
tered Upland at the head of his army, and defeended into the 
fore ft of Tyivutcm, with intension to oppofe Chrijitan s pro- 
grefs. With this view he placed his troops in ambufli on 
the road the Danijh army muft march ; but hearing that Stock¬ 
holm was inverted, he altered his defign, and flew to the re¬ 
lief of the capital. His arrival was feafonable : the city had 
been elofely blocked up by lea, and the troops were juft be¬ 
ginning to carry on their approaches by land. The befieged, 
encouraged by the p re fence of their monarch, took the moll 
vigorous meafurcs for their defence; and the Dam's , per¬ 
ceiving that all their endeavours to reduce the place would 
be vain, quitted the ftegc, and li t {ail for Denmark. 

This difappointirient was fallowed by anothei, more im¬ 
portant. Chrijlian , determining to return to Denmark , on 
account of the approaching winter, fent before him a detach¬ 
ment to clear the roads, and fccure the army againlt ambuf- 
cadcs. The officer appointed to this duty dilcharged his bufi- 
nefs fo negligently, that he fell into the ambufh he was fent 
to avoid, and was cut in pieces, with all his corps., 

Tins {'need's gave frefli courage to Charles, who, advancing 
towards IVeJl Gothland , detached a part of his army to attack 
Ladefe , which 'place had bci'n newly fortified by the Danes. 
Thord Bovele was chofen to execute this bulinefs, and he ac¬ 
quitted himfeli with aftomfliing diligence, marching day and 
night through thick forefts, over fteep rocks and mountains 
covered with ice and fnow, until .be at length arrived before 
the town, which he attacked, fword -in hand, and carried, 
making the’whole garrifon prifoners di difcrctiwi. No fooner 
had Charles received the welcome news than he haftened with 
his army to JTc/l Gothland , and obliged all the governors, 
placed in the different garrilons by Chtijlian , to lurrender their 
trufts to him a . 

CHRISTIAN was not, however, difconcerted at thefe 
fuceefles gained by the enemy. He had another game to 
play j it being lefs his intention to carry on a war with Charles , 
than by dint of policy to oblige the Swedes to demand the 
execution of the union of Calmar. To eft eft this he did not 
enter upon frefli hoftilities j but continued to keep the whole 
nation under perpetual alarms, and conltrain Cmvles to main¬ 
tain fo large a (landing army as would foon impoverifti the 
kingdom, and render his government odious to the people. 
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At laft the Swedijh troops began to murmur at the frequent 
marches and countermarches they were forced to make, ac¬ 
cording to the alarm fpread by Chrijlian . The people com¬ 
plained iQudly of the weight of taxes, and the oppreflion of 
the military. This was prcciftdy what the aitrtil Danijh mo¬ 
narch forefaw; but thefe weic not all the misfortunes to which, 
unhappy Sweden was expokd. 'I'he governors of province:', 
towns, and forts, feized the opportunity of enriching thcin- 
felves with the fpoils of the people, under the pretext of fup. 
porting the requifite militaiy force, and even railed contribu¬ 
tions, as if they were in an enemy’s country. All thefe ac¬ 
cumulated miferies might however be thought tolc&^lc, had 
it not pleated the Almighty to crown them with thofc tyvo 
molt dreadful feourges of mankind, peftilcnce and famine, 
which meed with iinielcnting fury aihong men and cattle. 

Such for it conftdcrable timeVas the deplorable condition 
of Swediti ; while Denmark the neighbouring kingdom, en¬ 
joyed cafe, plenty, and fecurity. If at any time the repofe of 
the kingdom was difturbed, it proceeded only from fomc flight 
Xkirmifh with the enemy, or incurfion into their country. 

This year Chrijlian refclved to di ft refs Sweden ft ill more, A. D. 
and at oneg to reduce Charles to the neceffity of making peace ‘ 455 * 
on the terms he fhould think fit to grant. At the head of a ^“riitiaa 
numerous army he paffed the borders, and laid ficge to Elfs- a & a \ n in ~ 
burg , which fortiefs he carried ffy affault. N<?xt he repaired 
the fortifications of Denholm , the key of Sihonen, to pi event 
the enemy from over-running that province a Yecond time. 
Encouraged by his fuccefles, he formed greater defigns; the ^ ta j. gs 
ffsft (top to which was thecpwquefl of the ifland Ocland . This t j H 
expedition he imruflajkfo general Grtcn y who had left theQeland. 
Swedijh fervice m difguif* He made a defeent, in fpitc of the 
refiflance of the inhabitants, and fat down with his army be¬ 
fore Borlholm. The garrifon bravely ftood cut to the laft, 
and did not furrender before a large breach was made, and the 
Dams were preparing to give the afl'anlt; and then too upon 
honourable conditions. Greeny however, took one precau¬ 
tion, and flritStly prohibited any officer or foidier of the garri¬ 
fon, undg; paift of death, to cariy off any thing befidcs his 
own effects.* This he did upon receiving advice that Charles 
had lodged a conlidcraWe treafure here, to fupport a war 
againft Denmark 

Os the other hand, Chrijlian was making a*rapid progreft 
in the reduction of the continent of Sweden y infomuch that 
(he biiliops and nobility, to avoid the horrors of war, were 
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forming a defign of beftowing the crown upon him. Thfcy 
complained, tha t Charles, naturally haughty, grew intoleiable, 
fince his acceffion, governing in the moft arbitrary manner, 
attacking the privileges of the different ftates, and regulating 
all things by his will, without ffegard to law and the conftitu- 
iion. Since the reign of Alarga^et, the bifhops had been 
ftrongly attached to the interefts of Denmark, that queen 
having raifed their authority in the government above the no¬ 
bility. They could not fupport tire thoughts of a rddu&ion 
of power, which Charles was continually attempting, nor that 
any of the church-lands (hould be fequeflercd for the ufe of 
the cro<^i. That prince had appointed commiffioners to 
examine into the titles by which the clergy held divers eftates. 
He publifned a decree, forbidding all his fubje&s, under fe- 
vere penalties, from founding religious houfes and eltablifh- 
ments, fo prejudicial to the kingdom in general, and injurious 
to individuals, as it would put the whole wealth into the hands 
of the clergy. 

Nothing could be more agreeable to Chriflian than this 
policy of the Swedijh monarch, which was unfcafonable with 
refpetSi to his own interefl, but falutary to his people. The 
clergy treated him as a heretic, and regarded his attacks on 
their temporal interefl as an attempt againft religion, in which 
view they artfully prefented if to the people. In this confifts 
the ftrength of the politics of this facred body : whatever af- 
fe&s their po.'ver and wealth is immediately confounded with 
religion itfelf j the cry is raifed againft dangerous innovation ; 
the flames of fedition kindled, and the n“.al caufe of their 
jealoufy and refentment concealed^ camidft a thoufand othfct" 
falfe but fptcious pretexts. It happeq^ikrhus with the Swedijh 
clergy, who openly revolted againft Charles , though he had 
never meddled with religion, and engaged more than half of 
Sweden in their defigns. The archbifhop of Upfal, on account 
of fotne perfonal grievances, declared himfclf the head of this 
revolt. He lent privately to Chrijlian, inviting him into Swe¬ 
den to reftore the union of Calmar , alluring him, that all the 
clergy would declare in his favour, and that thfy were ready 
to a man to receive him in their cities and garriipns as their 
lawful (overeign. 

CHRISTIAN had long watched this occafion, and now 
fefolved a to embrace it. He equipped a fleet, which he fent to 
Finland , under the command of general Grfen. Tilburg was 
befieged and taken, and then the citadel attacked with the 
fame vigour : but Green, perceiving the garrifpn refolute and 
well provided, fet fire to the ciiy, and retired. Now the 
haughtinefs of Charles, which hitherto was fupported blower 

Y , and 
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and* the ftrongeft fortreffes in the kingdom, began to dagger. 
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* the ^rogrefs of the Danijb arms in Finland opened his eyes to *' 
his owp danger, and fet in full view the dreadful precipice 
on which he wood. Immediately he called aeliet at Stockholm^ 
to deliberate on the moft effe&ual means of oppofing the im¬ 
pending ftorm. But tbS bufinefs on which the diet enter6d*» 
was of a quite different nature: the archbiihop of Vpfal de¬ 
manded an equivalent for certain (hips he had loft the pre¬ 
ceding fpring, by means of the Danes . Charles , who did not 
imagine himfelf bound to make fatisfa&ion, referred the mat¬ 
ter to the diet, who gave judgment againft his majefty. Dif- 
fatisfied with their decifion, he accufed the diet it partiality 


and corruption, which foon put an end to their proceedings, 
and made the afTembly break up in very ill temper, fully re- 
folved to revenge themfelve* the firft opportunity that of¬ 
fered. | 

It was not long before the ftates found occafion to (hew 
their difpofftion. In the fpring the king went to Ca/mar 9 
with intention to reconquer Otland ; and his abfence furnidled 
the archbi(hop of Upfal with the means of, executing the 
fcheme be proje&ed. Firft, he arrefted Hacquin Swenfon 9 
marechal of the houfhold, and imprifoned him in the caftle 
of Soljledt. Afterwards entering the metropolitan church, and 
convening the chapter, he pift on his facenlotal ornaments, 
and proftrated himfelf before the high altar ; then laying 
alide his habit, he fworc he would never again refume 
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it, until he had driven king Charles out of the throne of 
«Sweden , and lhbftitute<L another fovercign in his room; 
Taking up a fwordaiffrfhield, he marched out of the church 
at the head o£ ail ms^raflals and dependants, a*d fixed a de¬ 
claration on the church- door; by which he not only renounced 
his allegiance, but declared Charles the enemy of his country, 
and a tyrannical ufurper, who would overthrow the liberties 
of the people, and the eftabliftied religion. His next ftep 
was to juftify thefe violent meafures to the nation, which he 
did by a bitter charge drawn up againft the king, accuftng 
him of violence, tyranny, oppreffion, pride, arrogance, and 
avarice; Vi a word, of every crime which could render him 


deteftable in the eyes to f a free people. 

The archbiihop knew well that no time muft be loft in 
backing fo open a declaration with force: hesleft n<\ftone un¬ 
turned to bring the nobility and commons into his fentiments, 
and he commenced hoftilities by laying fiege to Arbuftn in 
form. Qvaries was no fooner informed of thefe proceedings, 
than he marched with the utmoft expedition towards Arbujen % 
• * A a 4 with 
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with intention to furprifc the archbifhop ; but the artful prey 
late, informed of his motions, made a forced march in the 
night, and by break of day attacked the king’s forces d ;iear ' 
Stregnez , while his majefty believed himfelf at the f}iftance 
of a day’s jouriifey from him. ^Vt firft he was difconcerted j 
but immediately recollecting himfelf, he encouraged his troops, 

■ ahd relied upon his numbers. However, a wound which he 
received obliged him to retire out of the field,; a circumftance 
that fo difheartened the foldicrs, as gave the archbifhop an 
caly but no very important victory. Charles took fhelter in 
Stockholm , and, to prevent his being purfued, ordered the 
fubu:bs to be let on fire. Thither he was followed by the 
prelate, wlto, after raifing the whole country in arms, laid 
fiege to the capital. His operations were vigorous, and the 
I*,, . king’s fituauon declining. At laft, Charles dcfpairing of re- 

iiboftd U ant * filing the greater } art of the nation *JiwffeCted, 
p concealed the public treafure in the houfe of the Dominican 
1458! friars, and embarked with his own private riches in a fhip, 

J with which he fet fail in the night to Dantzic. This event 
happened in the month of March , 1458, and in the ninth 
year of his reign. Immediately the Swedijh lords in Denmark 
returned to Stockholm , entered upon the public affairs in con¬ 
futation with the archbifhop, and unanimoudy reiolved to 
eleCt Chrtftian in the room of Charles , who had, by his flight, 
abdicated the throne. Accordingly they difpatched an am- 
bafly, to invite the Danijh monarch to accept of their crown, 
and conic to &trckholm> to have the ceremony of his corona¬ 
tion performed. The offer was not rejected ; Chrijllan equip¬ 
ped a fleet, and fet fail, attended wc;h a greafnumber of no-, 
bility, for Sweden. On his firft arrivhP’fc® was prefented with 
a writing, containing the chief article of the^irivileges of 
the nation, which he read over and figned without hefitation, 
finding them peifedly confonant to rcafon and juftice. He 
was then conducted, firft into the church by the archbifhop 
and fenate, and then into the citadel, amidft the acclama¬ 
tions of the people. No fooner was he invefted with the 
badges of authority, than he applied himfelf diligently to re- 
cftabhfh tranquility and good order. An infinity of corqplaints 
jChrillian againft the late king came pouring in daily, all protecting that 
is elelied they had taken arms againli their prefeit fovercign, only be- 
king of caufe they had been deceived by the cunning of Charles. The 
Sweden, king gave .obliging anfwers to all the plaintiffs, bid them be of 
and thereby good courage, for it fhould be his ftudy to redrefs all their 
™rte 6 r ‘ cvanccs > an ^ rcn£ l cr their lives happy a . 
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■ The acquifition of the Swedijh crown foon gained Chrif- # 

ffcui that of Norway. He had nothing more to do than pre- 
fen\iimfelf at Drontheim , and receive the allegiance of the 
ilatesqf Norway. Tathis was added another valuable acqui¬ 
fition, and the more fo, as.it had for abovt half a century 
been the caufe of numberlefs misfortunes to Denmark. Adol- 
fbus y duke of Slefwick , uncle by the mother’s tide to Cbrijiidn^ y* 
dying'without iffue, the dutchy reverted inconteftablv to the The dutch? 
crown of Denmark ; but there remained difputcs about the fuc-o/sief- 
ceffion to Holflein and Stormar , that laid the foundation of wick re- 
much trouble to all the neighbouring ftates. Chriftian had a writ to 
juft claim upon thefe territories; but as they were pcrfonal, *he crown 
and not derived from his crown, it will be uftneccffary to 0 / Den* 
enter upon particulars. Sufficient it is, that the earldoms of mar ^* 
Holftcin and Stormar were ceded to the king, on condition 
that he psfld to Otton> earl of Bchaivemburg , the other claimant, 
thefumof forty thoufand ducats, buying off likewife the pre- 
tenfions of Gerhard and Maurice , nephews to the late Adol¬ 
phus , for an equivalent b . 

• When Chriftian took poffeffion of thefe earldoms, it was 
expedient he lhould receive an oath of allegiance from his 
fubjedfy and jvaffals. The city of Hamburg was within the 
jurifdi&ion of Stormar , and thither the king went to receive 
the allegiance of the magiftrates. But they reprefented to 
him, that all the former earl! were fatisfied» with a promife of 
obedience, without ever exacting an oath ; they therefore bc- 
fought his majefty, that he would not break-through an an- 
tient cuftom, which greatly affeded their liberties. Chriftian' s 
moderation prSfited hit^on this occafion : he feemed fatisfied d, f ;Aj an » 
with their apologu<Snd they, in return, not only promifed^^ 
obedience, ibut nlcetoife to take the oaths wbfenever his pre- a 1 
fent majefty, or his fucceffors, fhould require. 

The king held his court this year at Reinfelden , in Slef- a. D. 
wicky where he endeavoured to compofe certain difturbances, 1460. 
which had their origin in the free town of Lunenburg. The 
fenate of this town, finding the public debt inconvenient, ap¬ 
plied certain effedts of the church to the payment of the molt 
oppreffive Incumbrances. The bifhops of Schwerin and Lu- 
bec complained violently of this proceeding; laid it before his 
holinefs, who immediately interdidled the fenate and inhabi¬ 
tants, until fuch time as reftitution was made to the church. 

This occafioned an infurre&ion in Lunenburg the inhabi¬ 
tants confpiring againft the magiftrates, depofed them, created 
new officers, who were foon turned out to make room for the 
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old. Seditions of the fame nature happened in Luhee 'and 
Hamburgh , and were carried on with equal violence. 
bifhop of IVerden, who, of all the clergy, happened to jkcur 
the pope’s cenfure, on account of his liding with the fenate of 
Lunenburg , came to wait on the r king at Reinfelden . At this. 
prelate's requeft Chrijlian interpoled, and by his mediation 
' thought about a good undemanding'and perfect reconciliation 
between the people and clergy of the h an fe-towns. It was 
this year that he obliged the Dominicans to refund the treafure 
lodged in their hands by Charles , after they had for a long 
time denied the fadl. 

The following year the pope’s legate came to Sweden, 
with full pchvers to grant indulgences to all thofe who would 
contribute a certain fum towards carrying on a war againft 
the Infidels : a ftate-pretext which the holy fee had often-fuc- 
cefsfully pleaded, to fleece the fubjedfs of every crown that ac¬ 
knowledged the fuprcmacy of the pope. Chrijlian , however, 
put a check to the rapid ^progrefs the legate was making in 
levying this tax upon fuperftition. He pretended that money 
was wanted to execute an expedition he defigned againft cer¬ 
tain fchifmatics ( in his neighbourhood, and came to an agree¬ 
ment with the legate, that the fum levied by indulgences 
Should be divided between them ; in confequence of which he 
repleniflicd the treafury, without diftatisfying the people. 

About this time the two brothers Gerhard and Maurice, 
fons of Adolphus , came to a rupture about the county or earl¬ 
dom of Delmenhorjl , to which both laid claim. Gerhard was 
fupported by the king; but the affairs of Sweden requiring his 
return, he wrote to the duke of Brunftwck and tfifhop of Mun- 
Jler to affift Gerhard , then beficged byhftfcbrother in Delmen - 
horjl i a requeft with which the duke, pltfaieti witk an oppor¬ 
tunity of obliging his majefty, Immediately complied. He 
marched with great diligence to the relief of the befieged, at¬ 
tacked Maurice in his trenches, and, after a very bloody ac¬ 
tion, foiced him to raife the fiege. Next year his majefty 
mediated a peace between the two brothers, in which he did 
not forget lus own intereft; but we are not informed of the 
particulars. * , 

This year Chrijlian made a tour to Mecklenburg, , aftd held 
a congrefs at IPi/mar, in the marche of Brandenburgs with a 
number of German princes * the intention of which is not fet 
forth by writers, h is fuppofed, however, that meafures were 
concerted for humbling the pride of the hanfe-towns, whofe 
infolencc daily enertafed with their opulence, and gave um¬ 
brage to all the neighbouring ftates. Others again are of opi¬ 
nion, that only a tiefenlive'lcague was formed. ' - 
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'In the mean time the Swedes began to complain loudly of Vie * 

this majefty’s abfcnce, and permitting the people to be oppref- Swedes 
tckby lieutenants and officers. They were aftonilhcd that a begin to 
prince, fo prudent as Chriflian , fhould have fallen into an er- tx P re f l u *’ 
ror of government fo fatal to feveral of his"predeceflors. They **£”*/* «*- 
alfo blamed him loudly for applying the national treafure, re- Jer t ^ t 
covered from the Dominicans, towards the purchafe of Hofaf,f aC!W <iP~'~ 
and Stormar, two earldoms, with which Sweden had no con- w iwrf * 
ne&ion. On the other hand, Chriflian was informed of the 
difcontents of the Swedes, and all their motions ; in confe- 
quence of which he palled fuddenly to Stockholm, with inten¬ 
tion to Hide the fparks of fedition, before they received 
ftrength. His project however mifearried, and* be fell into 
the fnare laid for him hy his enemies. This is not the place to 
enter minutely upon the whole of the plan, fchemed out by 
fome artful enemies to Chriflian and their country; fufficicnt 
it is, that they produced ajealoufy between him and the arch- 
bifliop of Upfal, his moft faithful fubjedf, which was the firft 
occafion of the revolt that followed. His majefty firft feized a 
upon the archbilhop’s perfon, and fent him prifoner into Den • 0 r 
mark, making himfelf afterwards mafter of all the garrifons °lff a in of 
withyi that prelate’s jurifdidlion. Katill, bifhop of Lines- Sweden. 
ping, nephew to the archbifhop, wrote to the king to releafe 
his uncle, threatening in cafe of refufal to ufe force. Chrijiian 
defpifed his menaces, was i>efieged in Stockholm by the prelate, 
and after a (harp a&ion, forced to retire privately into Den¬ 
mark, to avoid falling into his hands. • 

Early in the following fpring he returned with a power- A. D. 
ful armamcift to Sweden. Katill, unable to oppofe fo nume- 1464* 
rous an army, to the province of Dalia, and blocked 

up ail the roros %vith forts built in conveifijpnt places, and 
trees cut down in all the avenues. Chriflian, trufting to his 
ftrength, purfued his march, imagining he Ihould eafily fur- Swedes 
mount all the difficulties raifed by fo (lender a body of men •, re ^ t - 
but upon entering the forefts and narrow ways,- his troops were 
fo galled by the arrows difeharged by the peafants placed in 
ambulh, that he was forced to retire precipitately to Stockholm , 
af^er loftng a great numher of his belt men and officers. Ka¬ 
till pftrfued him thither, and immediately laid fiege a fecund 
time to the city, t His majefty, not chuling to run the coni'e- 
quences of a fiege, having fortified in the beft manner poffi- 
ble the town and citadel, took (hip and failed to Den¬ 
mark (A). 

It 

(A) This is the relation of refted by other writers. All 
faurjius, though we find it con- however agree, that after Chrif- 

tiem’s 
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r It was ioon after his majefty’s retreat, that Katill publifhed 
a manifcfto in vindication of his own conduit, filled with largp^ 
promifes to the people, bitter invellives againft Chrijlian, fi- 
nouncing the allegiance he had fworn to that prince,, and 


ff/e .„one. cc ^j time acknowledged king; a piece of good fortune that 
was but of fhort duration. Divifions arofe among his fub- 
jells ; he foon became as odious as ever; and he abdicated the 
crown with more difhonour than before, having the additional 
difgracc of not profiting by experience *. 

CHR/STMN at length perceived his own error in dif- 
obliging the whole body of the clergy, by the affront put on 
the archbifhop. lie therefore itudied to repair his fault by 
rcleafing the prelate, loading him*with civilities and ^xcufes, 
and obtaining his promife to forget all injuries, and take up 
arms againft Charles. The archbifhop afkcd no troops, know¬ 
ing that Chrijlian would have occafion to employ all his forces 
* in another quarter; he contented himfelf with a futn of mo¬ 
ney, apd polled to Sweden to raife forces. 

A. !>• This year fome difturbances appeared on the fide of J%/- 
1465. Jlein. Gerhard, earl of Oldenburg , took arms to compel his 
Dantfl) majefty to pay him afum of money due to him as the 
Vijputes j ie j r am j cxcculor Maurice . tUnder pretence of vifiting 

Denmark f° me noblemen in llol/lein , he entered the country with a 
and the body of troops, and feized upon fevcral ftrong holds by fur- 
earlo/Ol- P r ‘ ze * So beloved was this prince in Holjlcin , that no one op- 
deaburg. pofed his progrefs ; only the ftates wr^te to Chrijlian, that 
however buffed he might be with the a Sweden, thofe 
of llol/lein requited his immediate prefencer rrajefty or¬ 
dered a diet at Kiel, and attended in period. Prince Gerhard 
likewife appeared, and fpokc with fuch force of eloquence, 
that the king promiicd to pay him the money in difpute, or 
give him an equivalent in land. Gerhard accepted the pro- 
pofal, and the two princes parted extremely good friends. 

But other matters of difpute foon arofe j the more his ma¬ 
jefty granted, the more was required by his ambitious ind tur- 


Charles 
recalled to 


inviting Charles , h*s rival, again tq return to the throne, from 
which he was fo folemnly and lately depofed. Charles did not 

tn amkrarp I Vi— nrnnnAil • hp rphirnpd. nn(] ivac a f— - 


* Meurs. ibid. Putfend. 1 . iv. Hi#. Univer. 

tier? s fecond retreat, K.itill rc- refloring him, if he would con- 
mained matter of Sweden', but fent to releafe hrs uncle, a pro- 
was moderate enough in the pofition which he conftaniiy re- 
height of his profpenty to make jelled (1}. 
repeated offers to the kinjj of 

(r) Mturj, CLrtJ, l, i. p, 1®, 

bulertf 
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* bufent brother. At the time when Chrijlian imagined he had 

*Wrfe<SMy Satisfied him, it was matter of furprize to hear, that 
G%$ard had feized upon Hufum , was at the head of a body of 
forces, and in hourly expectation of being joined by the Eajl 
Friefe landers, Chrijlian loft all patience at # this frefh inftance 
of difobedience and uijbrotherly conduCt. He marched yn- 
mediately to attack the rebels ; and Gerhard hearing of ** - 

approach with a fuperior army, fled precipitately, leaving the 
Friefelanders to the king’s mercy, who punifhed only the ring¬ 
leaders and fomentersof this {edition. 

In Sweden the archbifhop performed his engagements to Affairs of 
Chri/lian: he got together a numerous army, pranced and Sweden, 
befteged Stockholm , and gave battle to Charles upon the ice. 

Both Tides fought with the utmoft obflinacy ; but at laft the 
prelate gained a complete but bloody victory. Charles was 
driven bick to the city, ari€ Forced, in a fhort time, to fur- ^ har es 
render at diferetion. Upon this the archbifhop called a diet, 
obliged Charles to renounce the crown, and fwear that he ne- fg f j je 
ver more would afpire at remounting the throne, nor even ac- crow „ m 
cept of the crown fhould it be tendered to him. Finally, he 
was fent prifoner to Finland , with a certain*appointment for 
his ful^Iftence. 

But although the affairs of this unhappy prince were ru- A. D. 
ined in appearance, Chrijlian profited nothing by them. High 1466. 
difputes arofe about a fuedfior. The afchbifhop fupported 
Chrijlian's intereft; and Eric Axelfon efpoufed Charles , to 
whofe daughter he was married. In the* end Axelfon was 
chofen protestor ; and the election of a king poftponed. This 
new form of adminiftaation foon became odious, and the peo¬ 
ple loudly called o^for reftoring Charles , which the archbi¬ 
fhop oppofbd wifn dll his power. The inactivity of Chrijlian 
upon thisoccafion, is indeed unaccountable; hardly any mea- 
fures were taken to fupport his party in Sweden ; all was re¬ 
ferred to the archbifhop, who exerted himfdf in a manner 
that (hewed him equally a ftatefman and foldier. Only two 
reafonscan be afligned for Chrijlian 9 conduCt; either his bro¬ 
ther Gerhard gave him too much employment on the fide of Chrif- 
Gergtanyf to allow him to attend to the affairs of Sweden , or tian 'sitrac* 
he wadappreheniivc of becoming unpopular, by enforcing his tivity. 
claim with an arn»y of Danes and foreigners. At laft, after 
four years had paffed in perfect inactivity, Chrijlian fitted out 
a large fleet, and made a defeent on SivAlen, where he took 
fbme fortrefTes. His fucceffes, however, were not propor¬ 
tioned to the public expectation, and the king returned with¬ 
out gaining any confiderable advantage *. 

a Meurs. ibid. 


A. D. 
1469. 


AXEL SON, 



$bi Htfi&y ef Denmark.’ 

jJELSON, the Prote&or, rcfolved to make reprifals, ahd * 
accordingly was marching to invade Denmark , when he wy' 
met by the king at the bead of an equal force. Both arqf.es 
engaged, and the Swedes were defeated with fuch loft, as pre¬ 
vented their evei again maki»g a head againft Chrjhan, and 
obliged them to propofe terms of accommodation (A). The 
* wopofitions werej that all the ftates o fSWedert (hould acknow¬ 
ledge him king ; that Charles ihould reft fatisfied with certain 
lands appointed for his maintenance j and that a congrefs 
fhould be held at Lubec, to terminate the whole buftnefs to his 
majefty’s fatisfadlion. Chrijlian was naturally inclined to pa¬ 
cific ineafurcs. He chofc rather* to relinquifti the certaiil 
fruits of his victory, than rejedt thefe propofitiorts, which were 
made with no other intention than putting a ftop to his pro- 
grefs in Sweden. He ceafed hoftilities, and returned to Den - 
mark , to wait the execution of the prote&or’s promise. 

On the day appointed for the congrefs, his majefty arrived at 
Lubec, expecting to find the Swedijh deputies; but they were 
not fo pundlual; and when they came, their apology carried 
evident figns of backwardness to the bufinefs expeaed from 
them. In a wo r d, fo many difficulties were ftarted by the 
Swedes , that not an article was agreed upon, and the congrefs 
broke up without appointing another meeting. 

The Lubeckers embraced this occafion of making frefli re- 
monftrances to Chrjlian about the reftitution of their (hips 
and effects. They were more fuccefsful than before, the 
king having paid 'down a fum of money in part, and given 
the fortrefs of Kiel as fecurity for the remainder. Although 
Chrijlian exprefled no refentment to tfcft deputies, yet he took 
meafures for revenging their breach of prolife. He was un¬ 
fortunate only iln not chufing a proper featon'for executing his 
purpofe. In the depth of winter he pafled with an army into 
IV jl Gothland , and laid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of Oeref- 
teen. The Swedes flew to the relief of the garrifon, and, by 
a bold pufti, broke through the king’s lines, and threw in a 
confiderable reinforcement, which obliged his majefty to raife 

(A) This year the Danifo fent deputies to derhand ,refti- 
fquadron attacked a rich fleet tution; bat Cbriftian aAfwered* 
of Lubeckers under pretence of that it wa%impoffible, the booty 
their fupjplying with provifions having been divided amon» his 
and warlike ftorer, {jhc enemies whole fleet and army; an° an- 
of Denmark. The booty was fwer with which the Lubeckers 
prodigious, and the Lubeckers were forced to reft fatisfied (i). 

(l) Mmrf. f>. jo. v 
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swis flege, after receiving a wound, as fome authors sHa^ge 1 , 
ahdreturn to Denmark. 

* ntais year Charles Canutfon, fo often depofed, yielded up 
his laft Jjrcath, which occasioned the meeting of a diet, to 
deliberate on the future eledfion. A ftrong party appeared in 
favour of Chrftian , but at length Steen- Sture was chofen re¬ 
gent of the kingdom ; the nobility apprehending, that 
they eledt a king, he might recover ail the fortrefles and caf- y wc den. 
ties belonging to the crown, which they had ufurped. They 
likewife flattered thetnfelvss with enjoying more liberty under 
a regent, though, in fadt, this magiftrate differed only in ^ . , 
name from a king. Chrftian determined to fupportbis claim Chriftian 
and adherents by force of arms. A powerful armament was e ” fns . 
let on foot, with which he failed ftrait to Stockholm ; but bwe cn * 
here he was again ainufed with propofals for an accommoda¬ 
tion, and fair fpeeches, until uhe Swedes had augmented their 
forces. The king perceived his error when it was paft 
remedy; but enraged at their treachery, he landed his 
forces, engaged the enemy with great vigour, and would, in 
all appearance, have been vid^orious, had he not been difa- 
bled by the wound of an arrow in the mouth, which broke 
feveral o|' his teeth, and of a mufket-ball in the throat, which 
obliged him to quit the held. He drew off his army in good 
order, and retreated unmolefled to his (hips b . The Swedijh 
hiftorians fpeak different, alledging, that the Danes were de¬ 
feated, and a great number taken prifoners. Certain it is, 
that Chriftian returned to Denmark , and nevrt 1 afterwards un¬ 
dertook any confiderablc enterprise againft the regent, though 
bis fleet hovered" round the coafts, and kept the kingdom un¬ 
der continual alanpefHe conftantly preferred peace and 
tranquility to«che dm Of war ; and from a natuVaJ averfion to 
fpilling the blood of his fubje&s, as well as from an ambition 
to leave the kingdoms of Norway and Denmark rich and flou- 
rifhing to his fucceflor, he neglected to profecute his claim 
upon Sweden. 

Now it was that this excellent prince, applied his mind a. D. 
wholly to the good of the ftate, and works of piety. Be- 147** 
fides eeforcfbg the laws, and amending them where they ap- He applies 
peared dtfedtive, he gained the affedtions of the clergy, but bis mindti 
efpecially of the lameq blind, and decrepid, by his liberality, domflit 
and generous endowments. His temper was tender and com- affairs. 
paflionate, even to weaknefs, if fo amiable 3 a difpofition car¬ 
ried even to excefs, can merit the appellation. His donations 

• Vsiyr. Revol. de Sweden, t. i. Purmn, 1 . v. fc toliv*s, 
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t 6 the clergy were bellowed with the utmoft regard to 
and thofe only honoured with his favours who were cxy/rlf 
plary for piety, and refpe&cblc for their learning and talers. ‘ 
The following year his majefty fet out on a pilgrimage to' 
Rome, or ratbertipon avifit to th£ pope, paying his rcfpe«s to 
the emperor Frederick III. in his tvaj. It was at this time he 
'jf'eprefented to his imperial niajelly, that in the Danijh domi¬ 
nions fub]e£l to the empire, were a pernicious bold fct of men! 

(Dith/mirfian>) who acknowledged no authority, and perpe¬ 
tually hariallld their neighbours. He requelled the emperor’s 
permiffion to reduce them to obedience, and unite their coun¬ 
try with IJojlcin and Stormdr^ under the tide of a dutchy. 
Frederic granted his rcejuert, and inverted Chrijiian in the ufual 
form with this whole country, in the manner he defired. He 
then purfued his route to Rome, and was received with extra¬ 
ordinary drltindtioqg by his holiftefe, and the college of cardi¬ 
nals, thofe fugacious mmillers of Chriji knowing well what 
honours and refpeit were due to'a temporal prince of fo much 
confederation as Chrijiian. 

His firrt tranfaclion after his return to his own dominions,' 
was founding a^i univerfity for the encouragement of arts and! 
fciences. The fenatc was confulted on this occafion^ and all 
tinanimouflv were of opinion, that Copenhagen, on account of 
the refidence of the court, and us prodigious commerce, was 1 
the fitteft place tfor the eftabHfhment of fuch a foundation. 
Whether thefe arguments were not rather fpecious than folid, 
it is not our bufifiefs to examine: other countries have thought 
iolitude and retirement the fitteft companions of fludy and 
philofophy. * • 

Two years afterwards Chrijiian related to rtrengthen thef 
fucceflion by^he marriage of the her&liuhy paince. With 
this view he fent an ambafly to Saxony to demand ChrijUna , 
daughter to the elector Erneft , for his fori. The propofals 
were accepted, and preparations made for folemnizing their 
efpoufajs with the utmoft magnificence. It was not, how¬ 
ever, before the year following that the marriage-ceremony 
was performed. On this occafion, according to Meurjius; 

’andfome other writers, the order of the Elcphafit w^s firlt 
inrtituted, though fome other hiftorians attribute its %rtabli(h- 
ment to Frederick I. or II. or to Chriftim IV. (A). 

rM t T 

Until 


(A) Originally this order changed for a gold chain, with 
bore a patriarchal crofs, which an elephant fafpended to it, 
after die Frotcftant religion was The king, conferred this order 
introduced into Denmark, was only upon princes aadSiobxlityL 
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|A0^ m»#wat#, itewfid. wd mud prince, wte> had m* 147a, 
*fw»ttri the JP«i#Mfeeptrei but foityear his temper took aChriftun 
Mam apd very extraordinary turn, for which writer* do mtfer/tcuM 
protend to affign any c«ufe. • He perftscutecP fcveral of bit* ctrtai * 
courtiers, and among others a certain nobleman, who took **^/* a 
{belter at the court of Albert of Mecklenburg* where he died of ^ . 
grief* Tbit perfan's name is not mentioned 4 but we are l3cnm#rtc » 
toH that fads children endeavoured all in their power to re* 
gain his mejefty's favour, hut in vain t he was no lets incxo* 
table to the innocent children, than to the perhaps guilty 
father \ # » 

About the year 1480, U was that ChriJUan endeavoured 
fo reftorc the union of Colmar* and obtained a congrefs to be 
held with this view at HelmftaU, The plenipotentiaries of 
the three kingdoms met, and dH were perfectly fatisfied of the 
mutual advantage* that'would refult from the union $ but it 
was impolfible to prevail on the Swede* to acknowledge Chrtf- 
fiem for their fovereign* The Danijh miwfters, however, ob* 
mined of them a ptomife that they would ele<3: John, here¬ 
ditary prince of Denmark , at his father*! deceafa. Soon after 
this prinqp Jehn was affociated with his father in the throne of 
Denmark^ after having been folemnly crowned at Lnnden. 

The hopes afforded by the Swedes , that the union of CaU 
mar might one day be revived* and the prince's elevation to 
the throne of Denmark , were the occafion of great joy all over 
the kingdom. The birth of a young prince* named Ghrtfi- 
tiern after his father, was ho addition to the public joy. 

Nothing but feaftings, tournaments, and other rejoicings, 
were to be feen in Denmark , but his majefty’s death turned kiis death,, 
all into mourning,*wftlch happened on the fi&ond day of 
Maj, 1481, after a Chort Hkiefs, from which no danger was 
apprehended. 

CHRISTIAN wanted no other quality of a great prince, CharaSef * 
than a flight tin&ure of polite learning. In piety, juftice, 
fidelity, moderation, courage, magnificence, and true dig¬ 
nity of mind, he had lew equals. During a reign of near 
thirty-force $ears, be cannot be reproached with a fuigle 
foible in fab admioiftration, except bis arrefhng the archbdhop 

* jfeivM. ibid. 

of foefirftdiflkftion, obferving firft been favoured with foe mj~ 
one rule, winch is never to be- Uttry order called Danekreg(x). 
flow it on foofc who have not 

„ ' (*) Beget, p,47* 

koo, Hist. Voi-XXXII. Bb of 
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of Upfal , his permitting himfelf to be amufed with Axetfan* S 1 
promifes, and his perfecution of the noble family we have juft 
mentioned. With refpedt to the firft, his. honefty was ab'ufed. 
The archbifhop was accufed of high crimes and mifde- 
meanors be never committed} by perfons whofe veracity 
Cbrijlian had no rcafon nydoubt. 4 As to the fecond, he is 
blamelefs, fmce the moil 'lolemn aflurances were given him, 
both by the regent and chief nobility of Sweden ; aflurances 
which he could not fufpeft, as they were the real inteieft of 
the kingdom. But, with refpeft to the third accufation, we 
cannot pretend to vindicate CbtJ/1ian t as the fadfc is too ob- 
fcurely lotted by hiflorians. This we may venture, how¬ 
ever, to advance, that his perfecting an unhappy family is fo 
inconflllent with the whole tenor of his conduct, and his na¬ 
tural difpoiition, that we may very well fuppofe he muft have 
had forne cogent realons for h»s conduct. 

He left thiee children; Jobn 9 who immediately fucceeded 
to the crown; Frederick , duke of Slefivick , and afterwards 
king of Denmark ; and Margaret , queen of Scotland , by whom 
‘James IV. had the Orkneys and Shetland , with this provifo, 
according to • the Danijb writers, that the kings of Denmark 
ihould be at liberty to redeem thofe lands at a certain price, 
and re-annex them to the crown of Norway, to which they 
originally belonged (A). 

SECT. 


(A) Before we enter upon 
the following reign, it may not 
be improper that we give a 
Hurt account of the houfe of 
Oldenburg, from which the Da- 
nip monarchs, beginning with 
Chr Jltdn , are defeended. This 
family then derives it origin from 
Wittikind, one of the antient 
princes of Saxcny, who bravely 
aliened the liberties of his 
country againil Charlemagne for 
the fpace of thirty years, and 
was at length forced to fubmit 
to that powerful and firtunate 
monarch. He was foon after 
converted to ChrilVianity, and 
Created duke of Saxony t in con- 
feqnence of fome fignal fervices 
he did the emperor. Hiftory 
• affirms, that he died- ‘fighting 


with his fword in his hand for 
the fame en^ieror, whofe over¬ 
growing power he fo obflinately 
oppofed? ,This happened in a 
battle againft the Swedes, A. C. 
800. As to the fucceffion of 
the Oldenburg family, before its 
princes afeended the Danijb 
throne. Buffer in his memoirs 
of the Danijb kings, fpcaks in 
the following terms : Haio , de¬ 
feended from she dukes of 
Friejeland, married Rixa daugh¬ 
ter of John earl of Oldenburg, 
the yoflnger fon of Walpert , fon 
of Wigbtrt , who was the only 
fon of Wittikind duke of Saxony, 
This Haio left by his wife Rixa 
an only fon called Elmar , who 
fucceeded to the earldom of 
Oldenburg , at the death of his 

*lS»ufin 
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SECT. XII. 

w 

Containing the Particulars *of the Reign of King John. 

• « 

JOHN . 

ALTHOUGH fon of Chriflian , was acknowledged John l/»£ 

king of Denmark and Norway , in his father’s life-time, e^Den- 
and the Swedes had laid themfelves under a folemn promife mark, 
to chufo him for their fovereign, yet he chofe to^krive his A. D. 
claim from a free cledlion of the ftates of the thiec king- , 4® 1 * 
doms. With the prince's permiffion the Danijh&tt fent am- 
bafiadors to Sweden and Norway, inviting the diets of thofe 
kingdoms t8 fend deputies to rjelmjladt , in order to proceed 
to the ele&ion of a fovereign of the three kingdoms, agree¬ 
able to the treaty of Calmar. Steen- Stare perceived that this 
proportion tended to the annihilation of his authority, as re¬ 
gent and adminiftrator of Sweden , and therefore at firft 
thought of making no reply to the ambaflfadofs. However, 
to conceal his ambitious views, he determined at length to 


couOn Frederic . Ehmar II. his 
fon fucceeded him; and he in 
his turn was fucceeded by ChrtJ- 
tian his fon, a valiant prince, 
who fuftained long and bloody 
wars againft Henrfheo of Saxony, 
whom we have had Jfrequenr 
occafion to mention,hi 4he pre¬ 
ceding hiftory. CbiifUan being 
aflfaflinated in his way to Jeru- 
falent , the earldom fell to Mau- 
1 rice, a cadet of the family, who, 
retiring into a monaftery, left 
his dominions to his elded fon 
Qtton. O/ton dying without if- 
fue, \V£s fu&eedcd by his third 
brother Qinrijlian II. After his 
death John his eldeft 9 fbn be¬ 
came earl of Oldenburg, being 
fucceeded by Conrad, who left 
his dominions to his fon Mau¬ 
rice* This prince dying with¬ 
out male ifi'ue, was fucceeded 

* ( i ) Page 


by Tbeodoric his coufin, who by 
marriage cante into pofleflion 
of the earldom of Delmenborft . 
Tbeodotic, or Thierry, upon thi 
death of his firft wife, married 
Hedviig , widow of Baltbafar 
duke of Mecklenburg, and filler 
to Gerhard and ^dolphus dukes 
of HolJIein and Slejwick, by • 
whom he had fcvcral children, 
and among the reft Cbrijlian, 
the late'king of Denmark, and 
the firft of the Oldenburg family 
raifed to that throne. This 
prince was filled king of Den¬ 
mark, Norway, and Sweden, of 
the Goths and Vandals , duke of 
SleJwick, HolJIein, Storrnar, Wag- 
ria, and Ditbmarjh ; earl of 
Oldenburg at^i Delmenborft , &c. 
all which titles defeended to 
John his fon (i). 
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perform his promife by (lending deputies, but to obftru<& the 
bufineft of the congrefs by all poffible methods. The more 
llrongly to evince his fincerity, he fet out in perfon from* 
Stockholm to attend the congrefs j but feigned fo many ob- 
ftru£tU>Bs to thl journey, *nd at length ficknds on the road, 
that the day for holding the congrefs was elapfed. 

Upon advice of the adminiftrator’s proceedings, the depu- 
t * on c0 . n ‘ ties of Denmark and Norway immediately confirmed John's 
theftates O fd e & lon > fwearing they would never, during his life, atknow- 
Denmsrk lsdg e another fovercign. Afterwards & general diet was held 
and Nor- at Cabnar , and a frelh oath was taken by the feveral ftates 
of the two. kingdoms, the governors of cities, provinces, and 
cattles, and by all perfons pofiefled of places or penfions on* 
der the government. 

The firft ad of John's reign was to aflemble the ttates of 
Sleju/ick and Noljlein at Kiel, tb regulate fome differences be¬ 
tween himfeif and his brother Frederick , which was dope to 
the advantage of the latter, at the interceffion of the queen- 
mother, who exprefied the utmoft tendernefs for her younger 
fon. Noljlein was given him as his hereditary portion, and 
Slejwick as a revocable fief of the crown, for which he was 
to pay homage. A conceflion fo important was looked upon 
as a proof of the extraordinary influence her majefly had 
over the ftates, as well as of her afte&ion for Frederick. It 
oecafioned feveral remonftr&nces to the king about the illega¬ 
lity of the proceeding, and the injuftice done to his own 
family, in cafe' he died the father of male ifliie, who might 
perhaps not fucceed to an de&ive crown, and in that cafe 
would be leftdeftitute of all provifion. This was the opinion of 
the Danijh diet; but the ftates of SlefDoick and Holjlein ftuck 
fall by the queen and Frederick . Thdy carried their point, 
and thefe two valuable dutchies were again difinembered from 
the crown, notwithftanding the inconveniences lately felt from 
the grant made to the children of Gerhard*. It-is indeed - 
difficult to conceive how either bis majefty or the Danijb diet 
ihould ever accede to fuch an ad. The fad however is cer¬ 
tain, and we mutt leave the motives to be fuggefted by the 
reader, as we do not find them fpecified in hiifiry. Before 
the breaking up of the diet, John pardoned the children and 
family of that nobleman penecuted by*>Cbriflum towards the 
end of his reign, gave them back the eftate that had been 
confifcated, and $eftored them to all the titles and honours 
die family had ever poffefled. 


1 Mevrs. Vit. Johan, p. 22 . 
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: <5«r- kb return to Denmark, he requeftcd the Senate to pro¬ 
ceed to the ceremony of his coronation; but it was deferred 
* for above two years* perhaps becaufc they were willing to dive 
into the; character of their prince, before they absolutely conk- 
firmed him in the fovereignty. The tranquillity which the 
. kingdom enjoyed infptret^ his majefty with the dcfign of re¬ 
deeming a number of crown lands and revenues, mortgaged 
by the late king. For this purpofe he laid a general tax on 
all the fubje&s of Denmark , and Summoned the diet of Hol- 
Jitin , from whom he obtained leave to impofe a tax of two 
ducats upon every plough (A). The fame was granted by 
the ftates of Slefwici > although this tax came aftftwaids to 
be the occafion of a war. 

JOHN'S aiTiduity to pay off the crown debts, and his at- John pays 
tent ion to the public affairs, was fo agreeable to the fenate °JF the 
and people that they refoivAl to defer his coronation no 
longer. Accordingly he was Solemnly crowned at Copenhagen , ^ ts y 
at a lull diet of the ftates of Denmark and Norway, a great p 
number of German princes and deputies from the hanfe-^T 10 ^ 
towns, bonoui ing the ceremony with their attendance. Soon* ’ 
after John went to Norway to receive the oaths of his fub- f ‘g * 
je&s in {hat kingdom, and was again Solemnly crowned at * 
Drontbeim. At his return he was ftrongly Solicited by Several 
of his courtiers to carry on the war with Sweden , and urge 
the re-eftablilhmcnt of the treaty of Calmar f but the queen- 
mother dvffuaded him from the enterprize. Dorothea was a wo¬ 
man, who, to profound (kill in politics, and the*bufine& of the 
cabinet, annexed a moderation di&ated by prudence and regard 
fior the welfare ofher fubjefts. She reprefented to John the dif¬ 
ficulty of forcing a king upon a people fo tenacious of liberty 
as the Swedes f a rift mould he Succeed in thi& Attempt, the 
little probability there was of keeping them in obedience. 

She told him, that he was more powerful in being the Sove¬ 
reign of two kingdoms only, and poffeifing the affections of 
his fubjeds, than if he wore a triple crown, at the expence 
of employing the force of two to enforce the obedience of 
the third. She entreated him to reft Satisfied with his prefent 
dominions, Ind not Suffer ambition to ruin the felicity him- 
felf and hts fubje&s enjoyed, by bloody wars, which at laft 

• - 

(A) From this circumfttnce ral writers; and indeed Meter- 
it would appear, that the foie fius alledges, achat a partition 
fovereignty of Holjltiu was not of the datchies of SUjhvick and 
ceded to Frederic , notwith- Holfiein was m ide between John 
Handing the affertions of feve- and his brother (ij. 

/ (i) Mturf. U »>,/.*. 
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would only impoverifh the kingdom in men and money. She 
added, that it was highly probable the Swedes , tired of their 
dependence on the regent, and wearied out with the inconve-’ 
niencies of a form of government not Anted to the genius of 
the people, would of their own accord throw themfelves in 
bis arms, in which cafe he would £>c more fecure of their A* 
delity and attachment \ 

Such were the fage counfels of this politic princefs, which 
diverted John from entering upon a war with Sweden . He 
did not fail however to begin negotiations for renewing 
the treaty of Calmar and at length matters went fo far, 
V? TVhat a c «W cfs deputies from the ftates of the three king- 
Svveden * ^ oms was a ppuintcd to fit upon a certain day. The Swedijh 
clergy had ftrongly efpoufed John, and the fenatc urged the 
congrefs fo ftrongly, that the regent could obtain nothing 
more than inferting certain Articles in the deputies inflruo- 
tions, with which he imagined John would never comply. 
The chief articles to which his majefty was to fwear, pre¬ 
vious to his eledion, were, that he ftiould firft of all pay the 
debts contradcd by his father, while king of Sweden ; that 
he fhculd repair all the Ioffes of the people ; that he (hould 
put a final ifiue to the differences between Sweden* and Den¬ 
mark, concerning the illand of Gothland ; and thofe with 
Norway , relpcding Skardal and Swarto. It was believed by 
the regent, and his friends, fnat neither John nor the Danijb 
diet would digeft thefc terms; but the eagernefs of the king 
and kingdom ?o fee the crowns united, and the treaty of Cal- 
, mar renewed, made them overlook every difficulty, and ac¬ 
cede without hefitation to all the propofittons. The regent 
finding himfelf difappointed in his expedations, fet all en¬ 
gines at wdrk to fruftrate the refolurihn of the congrefs. He 
applied in perfon to all the nobility of the kingdom, requeft- 
ing that they would not receive John before he had executed 
all the conditions ftipulatcd ; and to give the more fpecious 
colour to his difobedience, he publifhed a report that John 
had refufed to pay his father’s debts, or to terminate the 
difputc about Gothland. In a word, his arts fucceeded fo hap¬ 
pily, that we hear no more of the congrefs for'two er three 
years. * 

j > j a , UP j n The year 1484 was ufhered in by«the moft terrible plague 
Penmark.-and famine that Denmark had ever felt. Near half the 
people were f&ept offj all the great towns, and even 
villages were almoft depopulated, no part of the kingdom 
having efcaped the ravages of thefe two moft terrible afflig- 

V 
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fouls. The plague, in fpite of all endeavours to check its 
progrefs, continued to rage for the fpace of two years. On 
the third it fubftded, and in a (hurt time after wholly difap- 
peared^ to the great joy of the whole kingdom, llis ma- 
jefty did every thing that became a wife and# humane prince, ] 0 h r ,*r bu 
for the relief of the poor; and to his excellent regulations, 
and liberality, hiftorians Attribute the fliort continuance of ftie 
famine, which ceafed long before the plague. 

Twis year the king called a diet at Copenhagen , to delibe- 
rate on the means of prevailing the regent’s gaining poffef- 1^6. 
fion of the ifle of Gothland. Steen- Slat e was uting all his en¬ 
deavours to reduce it under the obedience of Sweden. He be¬ 
held with jealoufy a place of fo much im portaifft to Den¬ 
mark, in a Swedijh war, in the hands of his enemies : he be¬ 
gan therefore to tamper with the governor, offering him a 
valuable equivalent in any paft of Sweden, if he would refign 
the iffand, and his government ,in Finland. Ivar Axtlfon was 
governor of both. He was a Swede , promoted for his good 
fervices by the late king; but now fufpe&ed, and not with¬ 
out caufe; for he gave up Finland, at the regent’s preffmg in- 
ftances; but refufed to liften to any proportions about the 
ifland. The regent threatened to ufe force,* which Axelfon 
refentetffo highly, that he faid he would furrender Finland to 
the Ruffians, if the Sivedes in the leaft incommoded him. 

AXELSON's refentment Uuril forth at .the next Swedijh Affairs of 
diet, where he joined with feveral of the nobility, well af- Sweden, 
feefted to king John , to depofe the regent, ai*l place Arsfwed 
Trolle at the head of affairs. This w'as only a pretence i 
.their real defigif being to put the kingdom, according to their 
promife, in the hands of his Danijh majefty : but the regent's 
addrefs parri^ off th« thruft, and difappointcd.the friends of 
Denmark, 

King John had exaft intelligence of all the proceedings in A.D. 
Sweden. The enmity between the regent and Axelfon left H 8 7 * 
him no room to doubt but attempts would be made on Goth¬ 
land, and the l)anes run the hazard of difgraccfully loftng an 
ifland they-pofiefied ever fmee it was conquered by Voldemar 
111 . It was therefore refolved, in a full fenate, to take the 
government from Axelfon, and declare war upon Sweden . Im¬ 
mediately a fleet of forty (hips were ordered to ciuize off the 
coafts of the ifland : yet, after all, the fecurity of Gothland 
was only a pretence of the king’s, to cover g defign more im¬ 
portant ; at leaft this was the opinion of the Swedes, who im¬ 
mediately affcmbled a diet, at which fome of the leading per- 
fons warmly infifted upon avoiding the impending ftorm, by 
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Y Calling John to the throne, and renewing the union'of 

Colmar. 

His majefty, having joined his fleet before Gothland, had 
the town and citadel of IVifiy immediately furrendered jo him 
by Axclfon. Tbd regent, dreading the confequencesof a war 
with Denmark , requefted that John would grant him an in¬ 
terview and pafTport. He declared to the king, that his coro¬ 
nation was deferred on account of the fenate, and not from 
any fault of his, who was no more than the fervant of the 
fenate, forced to act according to their pleafure. Finally, he 
took an oath of allegiance to the king, and folemnly pro- 
mifed, if was poffible, to prevail on the fenate to do the 
lame. Jobh was duped by thefe large promifes, and fpecious 
appearances. Steene-Sture made oaths only to deceive, and 
to promote his own intereft; for after prevailing on the king 
to procure from Ax elf on the furrelder of the ifland Oeland , and 
the fortrefs of Bornholm , to the Swedes , he then exerted all 
his influence againft John , knowing that his own grandeur 
depended upon excluding him from the crown *. 

Vbeklrg After this Denmark enjoyed profound peace for feveral 
is fuddtuly years ; nor doe% hiftory furnifh us with any confiderable tranf- 
jeized'witb action, foreign or domeftic, until the year 1494, wjjien the 
a malady, k; n g was f e ized with a kind of phrenfy, without any apparent 
that ajfe&s caufe. His illnefs did not, however, continue long; but went 
bn intd* without the afliftance of art, in the fame extraordinary 
' manner it tirft appeared b . As foon as he recovered the ufe of 

A. D. jjj s under (landing, he fent to demand a categorical anfwer 
* 494 * from the regent, with refpe£t to the refolutions of the laft 
Szuedijh diet, and his own intentions with regard t&Oeland $ « 
giving him to underftand, that he was noJonger in a humour 
to be put off with promifes. In confequlncfr of thi9 meflage, 
a diet metj and a great majority, headed by thebifhop of Up- 
faly appeared in favour of John, which created a mortal enmi¬ 
ty between that prelate and the regent. Nothing however 
was done, betides appointing a congrcfs of the ftates of the 
A. D. three kingdoms, on the twenty-fourth of June in the follow* 
1495. ingyear. 

A esngrefs Whbn the deputies of the three nations met, they waited 
of deputies long for the regent, who was detained by no adverfd winds, 
fom the - ban roads, nor ficknefs, but want of inclination, as was now 
three evident to all. His repugnance occasioned the congtefi to be 
dew* adjourned to the <month of November, when fiich meaftmea 
were taken ty the king as, he perfltaded himfelf, muft infal- 

* Mvuns. Had. p, 
part. tip. 
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Hbly fecure xa Hm die crown of Sweden. Accordingly he ftt 
fail with a fine fleet for the coaft of Sweden ; but was obliged J°' ,n P re “ 
to return, after iofing one ihip by fire, and feveral more in %&***£ 
dreadful florin. The misfortune of one fhip in particular L* ^ 
greatly affe&ed him, as on board her were al? the papers and 5 

titles he propofed producing at the diet to juftify his daiip. . r/ K ^ 
Sieene-Sture was fo elevated with John'9 difappointment, that^ rt Js a 
he now openly refufed to enter upon any negotiations, and^ 0rm> 
even ebfented himfelf from the diet, which he aflemblcd by 
writs finned with his own hand. 

JOHN , perceiving that it would be difficult to force the 
regent into terms, while he was conne&ed in alienee with 
the hanfe-towns, fell upon diversftratagetrw to brea’k the treaty 
between them. But all proving unfuccdsful, he engaged the 
Ruffians to enter Finland , where they made terrible devafta- 
tion. Again it thefe barbariaiH the regent oppofed himfelf, at 
the head of an army; but though he thirfted for revenge, he 
dreaded coming to a battle, or engaging in open war with a 
nation fo potent as Mufcovy. John*s friends took advantage A. D. 
of the regent’s abfence, a diet was a (Tern bled, and Steen-Stare * 497 * 
folemnly depofed, which laid the foundation of a civil war 
we fhall^have occafien to relate in the hiftory of Sweden. 

During thefe tranfactions in Sweden^ John did not wafte 
his time idly in his own dominions. A fecond time his ion 
Chrijlian was declared hereditary prince of Denmark fend Nor¬ 
way , and a war refolved upon with Sweden . The army he John raifis 
railed upon this occafion was compofed of Germans^ French , an army , 
Englijh, and Spaniards j in a word, of foidiers of fortune, in- with 
jtroduced into (Germany by Magnus , duke of Lower Saxony . which he 
No pay was given them ; and, as they were to fubfift wholly ® WCl1 
on plunder, «hey*We& efteemed rather a banditti of robbers dcn " 
than a regular army. With this mixed corps he laid fide to 
Colmar , while his fleet ravaged the ifland of Oeland and the 
eoafts of Sweden. The citizens of Calmar , finding refinance 
m vain, capitulated upon honourable terms. Boriholm next 
furrendered to the Danijh fleet. The moil terrible ravages 
were committed by the king's army all over the country, 

"whem the foidiers difperfed themfelves: even the forefts were 
fee on Are, and every hoftility committed which his nugefty 
thought would force the Swedijh nation into his terms, and 
vender them weary of the regent •. 

In the mean time the regent prefled hfet'd on the king’s 
adherents in Sweden, and blocked the archbiihop of Uffi if 
Clofely up in the fortrefi called. Stefy. John {lew to the 
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prelate’s relief, raifed the blockade, and then purfued his 
march to Stockholm , with intention to lay fiege to the city; 
ordering his fleet to block it up towards theTea, and by every 
poffible means to affift his operations. When the,, regent 
found the capifel inverted by fea and land, he immediately 
applied himfelf to the Dalecarliam , the mod warlike people 
in Sweden , and, by large promifes and Ipecious arguments, 
excited them to take arms for the relief of Stockholm. John 
was no fooner informed of their march than he fumtnoned a 
council of his general-officers, and was rejoiced to find them 
all eager to come to an engagement. It was the cry of the 
whole aripy not to wait in their trenches to be attacked, but 
bravely to march out, and engage the enemy in the open field. 
The king made his advantage of this eagernefs of his troops. 
Defeats Marching the cavalry out of his camp in the utmoft filcnce, 
the Dale- he covered their motions from kse befieged, by thewdifpofition 
carlians. he made of his infantry. In the night the infantry filed ofF, 
and before break of day joined the horfe, drawn up at a port 
fome diftance from the camp, thro’which the enemy mud pafs. 

It was not long before the fcouts brought notice that the 
Dalecarliam were near j upon which his majefty went through 
the ranks, encouraging his troops, by promifes of reward, to 
maintain the honour of their feveral coilntrles, and exhorting 
them to put an end to a deftru&ivc war, by an exertion of 
their valour for a few hours. He was anfwered by a ihout, 
which convinced him of the ardour of the foldiers. Imme¬ 
diately he led them on, and attacked the enemy ztRootebroe^ the 
Dalecarliam ftanding the (hock with great firmnefs. A cloud 
of arrows was difeharged, that covered th£ whole Dantjb m 
army, and made fuch flaughter as would certainly have wrefted 
victory out of the king’s hands, had *he vnemy been fup- 
ported with cavalry. Having nothing however to oppofe to 
the king’s horfe, they were attacked in flank, broke, and put 
in diforder: after this the carnage became dreadful; the re¬ 
peated endeavours of the brave Dalecarliam to rally, only pro¬ 
longed their fate, and made their deflru&ion more complete. 
Too obftinate to quit the field, they were hemmed in on 
every fide, mod of them preferring a glorious death to flight 
or captivity. The king, fatiated with blood, ordered a re¬ 
treat to be founded, and returned in go§d order to his camp, 
without permitting his army to plunder the baggage, left 
the defperate Daiccarlians fhould feize this opportunity of ral¬ 
lying the few remaining tlifperfed troops. Immediately he 
ordered the fiandards and other trophies of his victory to be 
erected in view of the garrifon of Stockholm , thinking, by this 
means to intimidate them to furrendcr. The effect thiKi£j£|ini 
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produced was dire&ly contrary to his expectation, but not lets 
fuceefsful. Steen-Sture imagining that the Dakcarliatu s after 
defeating the Icing, were now pillaging the camp, opened the 
gates,,and permitted ail the inhabitants to pour out in flocks 
to partake in the general joy»and plunder. His! majefty fell upon 
them, drove them back to the watls, and made prodigious 
flaughter \ the regent himl'elf efcaping with great danger in a 
little boat. In confequcnce the city capitulated ; the nobility, . 
moft averfe to John's election, came and fued for pardon, and 
the regent himielf intreated the king to grant him an inter¬ 
view. Their firft conference patted in reproaches from the 
king, and excufes on the lide of the tegent. Jn the end, 
however, he was pardoned, and John crowned tfing of Swe¬ 
den^ in the manner we fliali relate more, particularly in the 
hiftory of that country. 

At a«feaft which his mayfly gave the Sivedijh nobility after ] s elected 
his coronation, he afked a German officer at table, whether king of 
any thing was wanting to render the folemnity complete. Sweden. 

“ Nothing, fays the German , belides an executioner to cutoff 

the heads of fome of thofe lords, and imprefs the reft 
“ with juft notions of the fidelity and obcdiejice they owe to 
“ their fovereign.” The king was fo enraged with this 
fpeech, that he continued for feme time filent, with his eyes 
ftked on the ground. At laft, darting a look full of refent- 
ment at the German , he replied, “ I had rather fee all my A. D; 

“ evil counfellors hanged on a gibbet, than be overwhelmed 14.98. 

*« with the fhame of an aClion fo barbarous as that you re- 
“ commend. God forbid I fhould ever be the oppreflbr of ^ 

“ liberty, or*deny any free people the right of chufing their-^!* B f *f 
“ own governors V an anfwer that fets the character of this J°‘ mjr * 
prince in tfee nfofl: fconfpicuous point of view, 4 and deferves to 
be engraved on the hearts of all princes*. 

About the beginning of the following year, the king .en¬ 
tered upon a war, which terminated little to his honour or ad¬ 
vantage. It was occafioned by the grant made by the empe¬ 
ror Frederic to the late king, of that country inhabited by 
the people called Dithmarfians. I‘or many ages this brave 
people, fond of liberty, had thrown off the Danijh yoke, and 
afpirefl at perfeift independency, never acknowledging them- 
■felves fubjedt to th# archbifhop of Bremen , except when they 
dreaded the arms of Denmark. The late king’s death pre- fiemantu 
vented his intention of reducing them j amd the defire of *x- again]} the 
tending his frontier induced John to attack them. He com- Dithmar- 
tnunicated his plan to his brother Frederic, and engaged him fians- 

* Msurs. ibid. 
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to join the Danijb army with the troops of Heljlebt. j fpbn 
began his inarch in the month of February , accompanied by 
his brother Frederic , and the flower of the nobility of Den* 
mark , Sweden, and Norway- When joined by the auxiliaries, 
his army was fo Numerous, that he expected the Ditkmarfians 
wpuld make their fubmiffian, without ftrjking one blow. He 
could not perfuade himfclf, that a handful of militia would 
. prefume to meet in the field a powerful well-difciplined army, 
flufhed with vi&ory, and the conqueft of a potent kingdom. 

A. D. Hut he was miftaken, and greatly aftonilhed, when he found 

1500. that this determined people difdained fubmiflion ; and the in- 
habitants qf a diftritSt, not feven miles in extent, prepared to 
face the fovereign of three rcfpc&able kingdoms. So fure did 
the Danes make themfelvcs of victory, that they fhared the 
booty before the engagement; and every one brought car¬ 
riages for moving off his proportion of the fpoil. Merchants 
attended the army, having with them large fums of money, 
imagining they might purchafe things of value at a low price 
from the foldicrs. A kind of infatuation poflefled the’whole : 
all propofed immenfe riches to themfelves, without dreaming 
of the danger, or the chance of war. Even the fenators 
were fo infatuated as to divide among them all the be¬ 
nefices, wantonly affuming the title of abbotsj a piece of 
temerity which gave birth to the faying, “ Never was battle fo 
“ fatal to the abbots.*’ The truth is, jealoufy and fa&ion pre¬ 
vailed in the king’s army. Many perfons dreaded his aggran¬ 
dizement by newPconquefts, not doubting but aferies of wars 
would be the refult, inftead of peace and tranquility. Ambi¬ 
tion, faid they, is boundlefs, and the hanfe-towns will be the 
next objedl of conquefl:. Others, who believed their fervices 
in the Swedijh war but ill requited, went°fo fir a£j to confpire 
againft the king’s life ; but their villainous defign was happily 
difeovered by an infant, juft as it was on the point of exe¬ 
cution. 

Such was the condition of the king’s army, while valour • 
and unanimity fupplied the place of numbers among the ene¬ 
my. They thoroughly weighed the ftrength of the Danes , 
and fought the means of refilling them with the uftnoft cau¬ 
tion and vigilance. Meldarp , their capital, was neither for¬ 
tified by art nor nature to their fatisfa&iot, fo that they were 
afraid to trull to its walls and (land the liege. On the other 
hand, their want of cavalry made it hazardous to give battle 
in the open plain. They refoived therefore to retire into the 
heart of their country, where the canals and dykes would 
ferve for ramparts, and greatly incommode the enemy, ., 

aw, 
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Aft SR the king had patted fome days at Ham, expe&kig 
the Ditbmarfiam would offer their fubmiflion, at laff he began 
his march towards Aielmrp, which he took almoft without re- 
(iftance, the inhabitant having deforced it with all their va¬ 
luable effe&s. The confirmation of the Ditbmarjiam was 
great upon file lofs of tjjeir capital; ibme talked of furrui- 
dering, while others were for making a defperate pufli, and 
rifauing all. While the king fiaid to refrefii his troops at 
MeJdorp, he font out a detachment to examine the country, 
and difcover the enemy. Hardly a man of this corps returned, 
with fuch fury did the Ditbmarjiam attack them. Upon 
this the king fot out with his army to chaftifo,„ their info- 
lence, and was firft obliged to attack a narrow pafs, which 
the enemy had diligently fortified. His body-guards led the 
van, the infantry were in the center, and the cavalry marched 
« the reaft, through narrow rough roads, lined on both Tides 
with wood. At firft this was the only difficulty his inajefty 
encountered; but on approaching the enemy, he found them 
ftrongly entrenched, and inaccemble on all Tides; befides, 
the narrownefs of the roads, and difpofition of the cannon 
and baggage, in the front and rear, rendered* it now hazar¬ 
dous eifher to advance or retreat. His cmbarraflment did 
not efcape the enemy • they were prepared for it, and played 
their batteries with great vigour and fuccefs. Showers of 
arrows were likewifo poured among the king’s troops, and the 
endeavours of the Dithmarjiam were greatly affifted by a vio¬ 
lent (bower of hail, dire&ly in the faces of tfie king's troops. 

In a word, every thing co-operated to effect the diigrace and r 0 ^ n 
•ruin of the Danijh army. Cold, fatigue, and defpondency, f ea/e j y. 
univerially prevailed/ Baffled in their endeavours to retreat,Dith- 
there remained fio means of fafoty but cuttfng their way marfiaiu* 
through the midft of the enemy’s camp, which was imme¬ 
diately attempted. The attack begun with great vigour, 
fupported by the king in perfon, and it was fuftained with no 
lefs courage and firmneu. Whole ranks of the Danes were 
hewn down by the grape (hot of the enemy, while their fire 
was vainly fpent upon dykes and batteries. Encouraged 
"“however the prefence and example of their king, one 
rank advanced upon another of their Slaughtered companions, 
and Toon met their* fate. Cenfufion began to follow tbit 
terrible carnage, and even the king himfelf was difmayed. 

His falling back was the fignal to a general*rout, and now it 
was that the mod djfrnal terror and.diforder appeared. The 
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and the cavalry, finding themfelves blocked up, trod dowif ■ 
the foot, as if they had been enemies. To give the finifh- . 
ing blow to the diftrefs of the Danijhax'nxyy the Dithmarjictns 
failied out amon3 them, fword in hand, hewing them down 
without pity, remorfe, or refiftaficc. At the fame time they 
opened their fiuices, and altnoft overwhelmed them with a 
torrent of water, which however had this unexpc&ed good 1 
that clearing the ditches, and carrying away a great 
part of the baggage in the rear, it opened a paffjge for the 
cavalry to retiear. Nothing indeed could be more providen¬ 
tial than this Iaft action of the enemy, which alone pre¬ 
vented the'jtV/wj from being killed or taken prifoners all to 
a man. Some writers alledge, that this opening was made 
by the gartifon the king left at Mcldorp , who now came to 
his relief, and removed the carmpn and baggage that blocked 
up the rear. What wc can affirm for a certainty, upon th# 
authority of all writers, is, that the king was totally defeated, 
and the ditches filled with dead bodies j a circumftaRcc that 
facilitated the efcapc of the furvivors, by diminifhing the 
crowd, and forming a kind of foot path in the deep and 
muddy trenched. 

'ruclty nf The Dithmarfiam did not enjoy their victory with tl;e fame 
fcDiih- magnanimity they gained it. All forts of cruelties were com- 
larfians. rnitted on the bodies of the wouiyicd and flain; their eyes were 
plucked out, their nofes flit, and their ears cut off, with a 
barbarity unworjthy of a warlike people. It was with diffi¬ 
culty they were prevailed on to bury the dead ; nor did they 
at Iaft comply with thefe laft duties of humanity, but to avoid 
the inconveniency of the putrid exhalations arifing from the* 
corrupted bod^s. After all, the infantry^alope were interred, 
while the cavalry were left a prey to birds and bfcafts*. 

With refpeft to the number of flain, we have no cer¬ 
tainty ; but the mod common opinion is, that four jhoufand 
Danes were left on the field, befides the wounded and prifo¬ 
ners. Ampng the former were Adolphus Otton , and the earl 
of Oldenburg , together with three hundred and fixty officers 
of lefs note. The king loft likewife an infinity o( ftandards,. 
colours, and other' trophies, befides all his artillery pnefbag- 
gage. Such was the event of this unfortunate expedition, 
undertaken from motives of ambition, ^and unfuccefsful for 
wantW forefight^ unanimity, and from too great confidence 
in the fuperiority of numbers. 

taee con - JOHN having collected the remains of his fcattered forces 
vdtd. in Hol/lcitti was meditating another invafion, Lv order to wipe 

a Mu'w. Vit. Johan, ibid, \ 
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off' his difgrace, and revenge the manes of fo many brave 
foldiers, when a peace was mediated by the German princes 
* between him and the Dithmarfians , which continued until ^ 
Frederick II. made another expedition into tjteir country. 1501. 

The rumour of this defeat once more roufed the ambi¬ 
tion of Steen-St ure, and ,ptcitcd a rebellion in Sweden, which 
ended in a revolution, and the elevation of that nobleman 
to the rank he before held. He was adored by the peafants, 
as the protector of their liberties, and encouraged by the 
nobility as the neceflaty tool of extending their own privi¬ 
leges. But we (hall poll pone the relation of particulars un¬ 
til we come to the hiftory of Sweden, that we mjjs avoid re- Sweden 
petition. Sufficient it is, that this revolution was efte&ed in 
the year 1502, and forms one of the bufieft and moil in- 
terefling periods in the annajs of cither kingdom. *502. 

But the ambition of Stale was not fatisfied with being 
the firft perfon in Sweden , he muff alfo acquire the fupreme 
authority in Norway , to fill the meafure of his deligns, and 
gratify a foul wholly occupied with the luft of power. No 
obffacles could difeourage him, and he panted after the ac- 
complifhment of this enterprise, with an eagernefs propor¬ 
tioned tp the difficulty of attaining his ends. The people had 
always teftified an inclination to the union of Calmar , and a 
ftrong attachment to the kings of Denmark but Steen-Sture 
was not* to be repulfed by obiftuQions which muft melt away 
before the heat and fervotlr of his genius. He wrote to 
tfie nobles ; he employed emiifaries to debauch the minds of 
the vulgar : to the former he promiied unlimited privileges ; 

.and to the latter, an exemption from taxes impofed by the 
Danes,znd every thirfe elfe that could cajole, amufe, and engage 
them in hiv interest. ' Motives fo powerful asjthele wrought jy-a ur _ 
the defired eftefl; the Norwegians loved eafe and liberty : 
here in imagination they faw a happy profpedt; they pulhed Norway. 
forward\vith eagernds^declared themfclvcs, and joined the 
Swedes againft Denmark , ebuftng Canute Adolphus, a powerful 
lord of the country, their leader. 

JOHN was grieved and aftoniflitd at the firft report of 
’’"’“‘this^revolflkion; but he . did not defpair of regaining the 
Norwegians. With this view he deputed the bilhop of Rof- 
child and Henry Crommeditz to them, after obtaining pafTports 
from Canute Adolphus . They had an interview with this 
nobleman, which ended in reproaches, arffl his afiaffination, 
without its ever being known whether the Danijh deputies had 
the king’s inflations for committing this barbarous and infi- 
dious aft. Confulion and tumults were the immediate con- 
(p<luftlces of this murder; tfee Norwegians retaliated on the 
t Danes > 
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Danis ; and fuel) were the heats produced, that no time £Ould 
he afforded to inter the body of Adolphus for the fpace of 
twelve years { with fuch rage did,they purfue their mutual ani- ' 
mofuy (A). the king never took much trouble in difeo* 
vering the murderers, it was conjc&ured that he was privy to 
tWi deftgn » and thus he lay under the imputation of being at 
leaft an acceffary to two horrid aflaffinations, without perhaps 
having any (hare in either; nor indeed can we at all conceive 
what purpofe the latter murder. In particular) could have an* 
fwered. We find it however related, that on his death-bed 
he was lb touched with remorfe, at being inftrumental in the 
marechalV.^eath, that he often called upon his name in a kind 
of phrenzy a . 

All this year the king was bufied in the Swtdijb war, and 
blocking up Stockholm ; the lofs of which place, and the 
queen's imprifonment, greatly affected him. We (hall fee, 
in its proper place, how Sturt came into poilelfion of the ca- 
pital and of her majefty's perfon, who defended it for fome 
time with the valour and (kill of the greateft general. He 
now had fome intelligence, that the hanfe-towns were ready 
to join the adminiftratorand he applied every engine to pre¬ 
vent their deligns, by a renewal of the treaty fubfiffiog be* 
JohnV nt- tween them and Denmark. The bifhop of Odenfte , accom- 
gotiations panted by two gentlemen of the court, were fent to Lubtc y 
•withthe to lay before the regency the feries of Sturft perfidy, his 
regency of breach of treaties and oaths, his rebellion againft his fovc- 
Lubec. reign, in defiande of gratitude, repeated obligations, and the 
laws of his country, to which he had folemnly fworn; his 
imprifonment of the queen, in open breach of a particular 
treaty with.her before (he furrendered the citadel of Stock* 
holm t together'with a thoufand other articles of impeachment. 

In fine, he demanded of the regency, out of refped to him, 
and the friendlhip fubfifting between Denmark ^and die 
hanfe-towns, that they would promi(§ not to favour the ad¬ 
ministrator, by fending fupplies of warlike (tores and pro- 
vilions to Sweden. He allured them of his friendfttip, if 
they would comply with this rcafonable requeft j and on 

* c» 
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(A) About this time two 
Norwegian affaffin^ came to 
Otnmark, one of whom ftabbed 
the grand marechal as he was 
palling from -the citadel to the 
city 9? Copenhagen . He after- 
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wards fliftg his body into the 
fea, faying, that land was not (ef 
natural an element for a fijh as 
the tea, alluding to Saumondt 
which was the parr of that 
nobleman's name (t)« - 
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the otherhand declared, that he could not avoid holding a$ 
enemies to him whoever Obould openly countenance and tup-; 
# poet rebel* againft their king arid country. 

T0 all this the regency anfwered, that their city being in 
peace With both kingdoms, it was unjuft to put a flop to their 
commerce on account of {heir particular quarrel ; and, 
indeed, neither his majefty nor the adminiftrator had any 
right to, lay reft ri&ions on their trade. From this anfwer it 
was obvious the regency had taken their refolution ; John, 
however, did not fail foliating them by frefli inftances, and 
the fame negotiation he carried on by his ambaflador with all 
the Vandal cities, and with much the fame event b . 

King John was provoked at the conduft of«Ae hanfe- 
towns, and gave orders immediately for a fquadron to be fent 
to fea to intercept all their commerce with Sweden. This 
fquadron had fcarce entered t)^ Baltic , when it fell in with a 
rich Lubecker, bound for Sweden. This the Danijh com- 
mander feized, and carried into port Lubeck was im¬ 



mediately in arms upon this news. Tbe people infilled upon Heqsmfde 
declaring war on Denmark , and the regency inclined to their <witb the 
opinion, but were deterred from purfuing it, from motives of banfe- 
prudence, and the exhaufted ftate of the public treafury. It towns. 
yvas therefore thought advifeable to try the effedb of a. nego¬ 
tiation } and deputies were accordingly fept to Denmark % 
which John treated with greatJhaughtinefs ip his turn. He 
gave (hem to under (land, that he had no particular quarrel 
.with Lubeck, or any of the free towns; and it was by no 
means his wifh to break with them •, but they were before 
apprized of his intention if they continued to aflift his ene¬ 
mies, a proceeding whjch he could not avoid conftruing into an 
Indirect alliance agwinft Denmark . In a word, hg gave the de¬ 
puties to understand, that he had it in his power to be revenged 
on Lubeck in particular. “ This city, faid he, had its privi- 
“ leges $om the kings, my predecelTors, in reward of its at- 
“ tachment to the intereft of Denmark ; it is poffible it may 
4C lofe them, as the juft punifliment of its ingratitude . 0 
On the return of. the deputies with this anfwer, the citi- 
ns of Lubyk cried out with one voice for war; but the re- 
gencyTorgfeeing the inconveniencies of a rupture with Den¬ 
mark , made repeated rcmonftrances to the king by letters of 
requeft, and every otfter poffible method. Finding him in¬ 
flexible, at length, with reludance, they determined to take 
arms, and keep no meafures. The diligence with which 
they levied troops, and equipped a fleet, made it apparent that 
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they refolvcd on vigorous meafures j nor was the king* lels 
diligent in preparations to refift them. 

Jn the mean time Frederick , duke of Slefwick and Holftein^ 
offered his mediation between Denmark ana the hanfe-towns* 
He came with *that view to Lybeck^ and omitted nothing to 
prevent a rupture ; but the minds of the populace were too 
much inflamed to admit of the fquitable propofals of this 
pacific prince. They perfifted in demanding liberty of trade 
with Sweden , the confirmation of the privileges in the pprts of 
Denmark , and reftitution of the fhips taken by the king’s 
fquadrons. Incenfed with their obftinacy, John augmented 
the fleets^intended to cruize upon their coafts. He fent like- 
wife for aid to the kings of France , England , and Scotland. 
But though no fuccours arrived, except from the latter and 
the marquis of Brandenburg , the rumour of fuch powerful 
alliances difeouraged the Lubc.kers^ made them lay up their 
fleet, and difband their armies. 

A. D. Two flout fhips of war were fent from the king of Scot- 
1 5 ° 3 * land , and feveral battalions of infantry by the elector of Bran¬ 

denburg ; but the king not thinking it advifeable again to roufe 
the fpirit of the hanie-towns, who feemed difpofed to lie by, 
refolved to employ his auxiliaries in the conqueft of Norway. 
Prince Chrijlian was appointed to command the armaments 
deflined for this enterprize. The firfl attempt made by the 
prince was attended with uncommon fuccefs : he took pri- 
j Prince toner the chief of the malcontents, condemned him to death, 

Chrif- and ordered him to be broke on the wheel. Store fent fuc- . 
tian’.rj6f- cours to the rebels j but the Swedijh troops being defeated on 
ft/s in their firft arrival, Chrijlian was left at full liberty to reduce 
Norway the reft of the kingdom. In a word, the rigour with whieff 
imd invc- hi s highnefs treated the rebels, and efpecial’y the nobility, a 
* vtl ' great number of whom he put to death, gave lb rapid a pro- 
greij, to his arms, that in one campaign he faw himfelf mafter 
Of all Norway. 

Thence he palled into Sweden , where he laid liege to Elf- 
burg and Ocrejleen. Hks operations were fo vigorous, that the 
garr:fons loon offered to capitulate j but he refufed to grant 
an -' terms to rebels, resolving to imprefs terror by chis feverit 
Stare perceived of what confequence it was to relhve’thefe 
two places. He marched with a body of horfe and foot with 
gscat fecrecy and diligence, towards El/burg (A). 

* 

(A) Some writers affirm, that this party was commanded by 
one Acbon % and not by Stare in perfon (i). 

(l) Mairf. ibid. „ 
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The Swedijh corps came within a few miles of the Danijh 
camp, when they were difcovercd by a peafant, who gave 
^immediate notice of their approach to Canute Thimee, the 
Danijh qfficer upon guard for that night. Immediately he car¬ 
ried the news to the commander in chief; fof the prince it is 
faid lay that night in the cjtadel of Eljburg , which had been 
furrenaered the day before. But as it was now the hour for 
relieving the centinels, the enemy bad time to approach the 
camp, »and feize upon an eminence from whence they could 
overlook the Danes , before word came to the commanding 
officer. Nothing could be more favourable to Store's defigns 
than this opportunity. The whole Danijh camp w^s over- 
whelmed with fleep, and the prince abfent. Store however 
imprudently relying more upon the bravery of his men, than cn j ca f 
upon the furprize of the enemy, ordered the trumpets to be t0 r u ff U f 
founded, and the charge givei^; an order fo ill-timed, that 
one of the trumpeters took the liberty of afking, whether it camp, and 
were not more advifeablc to fall upon the enemy afleep than to are </*- 
waken them, and give them time to put themfelves in a ftate feated. 
of defence. But the general would have his orders impli¬ 
citly obeyed, faying, that he difdained attacking the king’s 
fon, and many noblemen, otherwife than in fair combat; 
a circumftance that renders it probable, that the adminiftrator 
did not command in perfon. The Swede foon felt the confe- 


quences of this boafted delicacy.* He broke in* with fury into 
the camp, made gieat daughter at firft, but was foon over¬ 
powered and forced to fly, after lofing more thafl half his ca¬ 
valry } for his infantry hud not yet joined him. It was the 
pripce’s arrival that gave this fudden turn to affairs. He in* 
ftantly rallied the Danfs> and gave them frefh vigour by his 
prefence. Nor»wa« he Contented with repulfing*he Swedes , 
and fecuring his camp ; but pufhing the liege of Oerejleen 
with redoubled efforts, he took the fortrefs in a few days, put¬ 
ting the garrifon to the fword, as he had done that of Eljburg. 
After that he led his vi&orious army info EaJ}- Gothland y 
where he burnt villages, took and pillaged towns and cattles* 
^ and then patted to Schonen to refrefh his troops *. 

' The* fuccefs of this expedition occafioned great joy in 
Denmark ; *not was there any thing to allay the public fatis- 
fa£tion, except the ennjity between rite general of the ca* 
valry and the commander in chief of the artillery ; the for¬ 
mer complaining loudly, that he had been dfcferted in the 
heat of the action by the ether, from motives of treachery 
, or covyar dice^j^ljjoffible means were ufed by the friends of 
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thefc two officers to reconcile them ; but to no purpofe, until 
the king intcrpofed his authority, and acquitted the com¬ 
mander of the attillery both of cowardice and treachery. « 
Further A short time after this, the fame general of the cavalry 
ad'van- performed I'omf fignal fervices to his country, by furprifing the 
ta l' s Sweclij}) fortrefs of Oljburg , which the adm ini lira tor had erc£led 
gamed by for the defence of the frontier. In recompence of his con- 
//* Danes. atK j va | our> j 0 f jn g avc him his conquefts in perpetuity; 

and thus rewarded a faithful fervant, and defended his fron¬ 
tier, without expence to the government. 

Am this while Sture was not idle in Sweden. The Lu - 


beckett had joined him with a fquadrun, confiding of fix men 
of war; 'and he railed a body of land-forces, with which he 
became matter of alrnott all the forttefi’es in the kingdom, ex¬ 
cept Calmar and Borkbolm , the fieges of which places were 
raifed by the feafonable fuccoigs fent by John. Still however 
the Dam continued their incurfions, to put a ftup to which. 


and gain time, Sturt fet a negotiation on foot concerning the 
queen’s releafe. The pope’s pope’s legate coming to Germa¬ 
ny about this time, it was thought a general peace would be 
eftablilhcd, as he laboured to unite the Chrittian princes, in 
order to engage them againft the infidels. The legate wrote 
to king John, defiring ne would fend ambafladors to a con- 
grefs at Lubeck , to which he had fummoned deputies from 
Sweden , and all the Vandal cirjes. The deputies of the fevc- 
ral ftates met accordingly ; but Sture *s agents equivocated fo 
grotty, that the legate declared, unlefs the adminittrator re¬ 
leafed the queen, furrendered his authority, and returned to¬ 
gether with the whole kingdom of Sweden, uo the obedience 
Urey had fworn to king John, he would engage his holinefs \o 
pour down upon them all the thunder of % the church. 

These menaces operated powerfully on tile minds of the 
regency, and the Swedijh deputies; the former requetting leave 
to accompany the latter into Sweden , to treat with Sture in 
r perfon concerning her majefty’s releafe. They likewife lent 
deputies to Straljund, to treat with king John, concerning 
certain preliminary articles of peace. 

It was a matter of lefs difficulty than was imagined to pj£*, 
of Den-* curc the q“ ecn ’ s liberty; the whole Swed/Jh natipn 'navmg 
mark/rf tang endeavoured to prevail on the adminittrator to fend her 
at liberty hack to Denmark. Her majefty was Attended at Helmfiadt by 
y ‘ crowds of the c nobilityj and his majefty, followed by the 
jarince and court, met her at a confiderable diftance, and con- 
jpudled her to Copenhagen, amidft the jtfyful acclamations of 
the people, who loved the perfon, and greaj^rfflrpc ffjg th» 
abilities of this heroine. * s 



The Hiftory of Denmark • 38$ < 

The fudden death of Steen-Sture on the following year A. D. 
ft effected a total change in the affairs of Sweden. Warm 1504. 
difputes arofc whether his Danijh majefty (hould be called ro 
the tbrdnc, or tlje management of affairs pu| into the hands 
of Suante Sture, grand marech # al of the kingdom. The latter 
opinion prevailed, and the new adminiftrator began his go¬ 
vernment by renewing the war, and laying fiege to Calmar 
and Borkbolm. More than common vigour was exerted in 
finifhing thofe fieges; but all the efforts of Stun were baffled 
by the bravery of the garrifon and the ftrength of the forti¬ 
fications. Yet feme writers pretend, that Calmar was taken 
by aflault b ; an opinion we find contradi&ed by tbft bed au¬ 
thorities. • 


King John was foiled in his endeavours to reduce Swe- John’* Jo - 
den to his ^bedience, and tei^inate the war j he therefore Jigm 
deliberated upon the moil effectual means of punifliing this againft 
rebellious nation, by ftriking fome decifivc blow. The ifland Swcdtn. 
of Bornholm was the great fecurity of their commerce in the 
Baltic , and of this he propofed to deprive them. While he 
was bufied in preparations to execute this plan, the duke of 
Mecklenburg declared war on the Lubetkers. The regency, Beacc^vtth 
terrified ftt having two enemies at once to deal with, made ^ubeck. 
propofals of peace, and agreed to whatever his majefty de¬ 
manded ; but the reft of the tymfe-towns, particularly Dant- 
zici, Riga , and Revel refufed to fign the treaty, pretending 
that their union would not permit them to accede to articles 
which refpe&ed the intereft and conveniency of one city only. 
hubeck however ^concluded the peace; and as this was the 
6nly city that had powerfully fuppoited Sture , his majefty 
was now at liberty tturn his whole force againft Sweden. 

However, he*gave ear to the arguments of the Scottijk am- 
baflador, fent to mediate peace among the northern crowns. 


A congrefs was fixed at Calmar , for the deputies of the three 
kingdoms. The king, the Scottijh ambafiador, and fenate9 
of Denmark and Norway attended j but they were difappointed 
in the ufual manner by the Swedes > who thought proper not 
keep th$ir engagement* John was incenfed at this indig¬ 
nity ? read to the congrefs the proofs and other docu¬ 
ments of his title to the crown of Sweden , and the oath of 


allegiance that natioif had Acorn. He accufed the Swedes of 
rebellion and peijury j but that he might not give judgment 
in his own caufe, he left, fentence to be pafled by the fenators 
of Denmark and Norway. Accordingly they pafled the fol¬ 
ium lllg deim|i4iat Suante Sture and the other members of the 
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Swedifh fenate, who had figncd the oath of fidelity to the 
king, and were‘guilty of perjury by exciting rebellions in 
the kingdom againft their fovereign, fhould be degraded from 
their nobility, h#ve their ellatcs confifcated, and be obliged to 
furrender the kingdom into his'majefty’s hands, by a certain 
day. This fentence was fent to >:he emperor Maximilian , 
with a requeft that he would examine and confirm it, if he 
thought it was founded on equity. His imperial majefty 
complied with the king’s defire; the decree was canvafl'ed 
before the aulic council, and folemnly ratified. 

When John found himd-lf fuppotted by the emperor’s 
confirmation of the decree, he ordered it to be printed and 
published, and then took the necefl'arv mcafures for enforcing 
it, beginning with degrading the perfons levelled at, and con- 
(heating their cltaies. He caujfld to be publifiied in all the 
hanfu-tovrns, the imperial decree ot ratification, declaiing at 
the fame time, that if they continued their intercourfe with 
Sweden t or any ways aided or abetted the rebels in that 
kingdom, he would immediately revoke the privileges granted 
by his predecefibrs to their (hipping in the ports of Denmark . 

It appears, that the Swedes wore troubled at the publica¬ 
tion of this decree in the empire. It created confeifion in 
the kingdom, and alienated the minds of numbers from the 
regent. Dteading the confcqucnces of their difafife&ion, 
Sture fent deputies to Denmark to negotiate peace j but as he 
had before broke his faith to the king, the deputies could 
only obtain a fulpenflon of arms. 

LUBEGK' fought now to break the late treaty concluded 
with Denmark ; but hitlory does not fpecify the reafons for 
which (he oppofed the growing inter^l of John in Sweden , 
which was the real occafion why the regency deiired to come 
to a rupture with Denmark. This city received ail the Swe- 
diJ?j (hips that came to her ports, and furnifhed them with 
ammunition, provifion, and every implement of war, in open 
defiance of the king. John remonftrated to the regency, and 
they replied, that the (hips he (poke of belonged to the Van - 
dal cities. It was plain however, that the trade^of Sweden 
was carried on clandeftinely in neutral bottoms; apd John, 
to put a (top to this evil, ordered a fquadron to cruize in 
the Baltiek , and feize upon all the LubAk (hipping that came 
in their way. Several rich veffels were taken, the regency 
was alarmed, and'fent to demand reftitution. The other ci¬ 
ties followed their example ; but all the deputies were dif- 
mifl'ed with this anfwer, that the (hips 
were lawful prize, as they carried on a traffic with* SwedetL 
in diredt violation* of the late treaty. The populace 

beck 
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bed prcfied the regency to make reprifals j but they more 
prudently contented themfelves with an afiiirance to the 
adminiftrator, given under their hands, that they would not 
fail of embracing every opportunity to aid and aflilt Sweden \ 

Encouraged, by this pramife, Swen-Stuke broke the fuf- War re - 
penfion of arms bet weep him and Denmark : he madc'^ui newed 
irruption into Bleking , took the fortrefs of Lycb, pillaged and a uitbSwe- 
fet fire to the furrounding villages, and retired precipitately den. 
with«his booty to Sweden, This infult did not pafs unre¬ 
venged. A 7 or by % admiral of the Danijh fquadron, cruifmg 
in the Baltick , entered the port of Abo in Finland , and re¬ 
duced the capital to afhes. He then fet fail for^the ifland 
Aaland » razed the fortrefs of Cajlleholm , took Stfen Teurfon, 
a pwedijh fen a tor, and his family prifoners, and carried them 
to Denmark , with a great deal of rich plunder. Steen Tour- 
fon was connc&ed with the Sift families in Sweden , and they 
all exerted themfelves to bring about peace, as the only means 
of procuring his releafe. But the adminiftrator fruftrated the 
effe&s of all their endeavours, and after a tedious negotia¬ 
tion, ordered matters fo artfully, that only a fufpenfion of arms 
for a year was concluded j only it was liipulq/ed before this 
ceftatioi} of hoftilities was granted, that at the expiration of 
the truce, the Swedes fhould either acknowledge John for 
their fovereign, or give fufficient reafons fpr their refufabof 
him or his fon. Other articles of lefs ccnfequence were 
likewife agreed upon, all of which were burthenfome to Swe¬ 
den, and grievous to the hanfe-towns; too much fo indeed 
to expert any good cffedls from them. The Swedes were 
/he firft who declined performing the agreement j upon 
which the king, finding he was trifled with, again took arms, 
and entered Jdfejirogolh about the middle of D/timber, at the 
head of an army. Here he burnt and pillaged Ladefe , and 
all the country he laid wafte ; but Sture did not venture to 
oppofc him, or at all to appear in the field before his ma- 
jefty returned to Denmark. Then he entered Schonen , and 
carried ruin and deveftation wherever he marched. Appre¬ 
hensive however that the king would amply revenge himfelf, 
lie difpatclftd deputies to Denmark , to demand a diet of the 
ftates of the three kingdoms to meet on the twenty-fourth 
day of June following at Calmar. Although it was ea(y to 
perceive that fear alone drove the adminiftrator to this mea- 
fure; yet fo defirous of peace was his Dmijh majefty, that, 
he would not reject any overture that had a tendency to re* 

/, ’ 'ic tranquillity. 

* 
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Such was the fituation of affairs, when the banfe-towns 
interpofed in the beginning of the year 1508, and by their 
conduct deftroyed all hopes of accommodation. The city of 
Lubeck fent a icet laden with all kind of Aores to Stockholm ; 
they renewed their alliance with the adminiArator, and even 
dtfuaded him from giving ear to apy propofuions that might 
tend to the dimunition of his own authority. The admini- 
flrator was eaftly pe "uded to break off a treaty for which he 
had no inclina ioii; and the king was aftonifhed at To abrupt 
an infraclic 1 of a truce ohtamed by fo much felicitation. 
He laid the aifai*' h ‘ore the diet, who immediately retolved 
updi» tle^aring war acainft Lubeck. Ambalfadors were dif- 
patched to England and Scotland^ to folicit nav.-d aflifLncc 
from both theie kingdoms. In &*■ mean time the Lubtchre 
had procured the emperor Macmillan's protedlion, and pio- 
hibition on all German prin ^ ar J fubje&s from entering 
5 nto the fervice of Denmark. imp! rial majefiv likewise 
wrote to king 'John not to moleft the comn crce of the Lu~ 
beckcrs; but at length, •! 'he ; ntreaty of the /. .rul king, hs 
withdrew his protection from this Hiy. 

King 'John,, olock J up the Trave with a fquadio", ,d 
took three rich merchantmen belonging to Lubeek . Ync 
Lubeckers unadvifedly made reprilals, by Icizing all the Itcoujk 
fuhjedts and effe&s in their city ; a ftep which induced the 
king to give fnviilar direction* w th refpe£t to al! tl mer¬ 
chants and effects of Lubeck^ ir- all the different potts of hi- 
dominions. At this commerrv.l tuy carried on * prod'ginuj 
trade with Denfnarky nothing coJa be more^contrary te thcii 
inteieft than a meafure which provoked the king to put a flotl 
to their traffic, and feize on their melchcidize. Immeoj- 
ately their infolence was checked, and they thro te to king 
John in the moft fupplicating manner, requefting that thcii 
merchants and fubje£ls might be fet at liberty : but thefc 
letters had no efte& ; the king inftAed upon fuch terms, 
that for the prefent the negotiation was dropt a . 

With refpeft to the congrefs appointed at Calmar , the 
Stvedijh deputies did not. appear $ but the hple nation 
aihamed of fo many breaches of their word, whicji rfbulc 
render them infamous in all the courts of Europe* thought - 
make reparation, by fending ambafladofe to the king to < ’ 
mand peace. King John defired the deputies to acquaint the Y 
nate, that he would tranfad the bufinefs at Helfmburgy if .hej 
would fend commiffioners with full powers thither. His propo 
jal was accepted, and at this congrefs it was ag w^gy v towift s v 

» Y«. Johfta. j>. 27, 
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den fliouid pay his majefiy a tribute of thirteen tboufand Treaty 
• marks of the ftandard weight of Stcckhobn , until fuch time as <witb Swe- 
himfelf or his fon were chofen kings of Sweden ; that until den wi¬ 
th is time the prince fhould have polleffion tf Colmar and the eluded. 
ifiands of Gothland and Ocldnd , in which they promifed not 
to difturb him. Several other conditions were ftipula&d, 
and this treaty was in fa<St only a renewal of the overtures 
made at Wandtherg a few years before. The thief motive 
which induced the commiffioners to rcceJ tc fuch condi¬ 
tions was, that now *hey hoped ihe Sn -.ufl, commerce might 
% carried on without interruption, th‘- ri '.ion being almoft 
,c iurtd ?o defpair by the total ftagtiation of tradt for iome 

a r*» t ' 

» ° •' \ - 

/ i ! the treat) was of no effect. Suante Store ex- Trec.ty 
v-.tJ •. ■ free naricr^; tamely fubmirting to pay tri- broke. 
o.itc, ar t.1. mod iha. .he cotnmiflioners exceeded their in- 
Aruclic.!,. n a v\ ord, whatever the fituaticn of Sweden 
.jh.i 1 • \ . <‘fe rather to hazard a war than ratify fo dif- 

* \\ In tbi° r blutioji he w..s '’onfirmed by the 
. , plies ici't by / ulnh t and the other hanfe-towns. 

■t i.V'is of fhips go: r • into the haibou. df Stockholm, al- 
r;o 1L a#l of which wer, ■ i'^.'rfcd ~rtd (hipwrecked in a florin 
'.hot ove p tnolc them 1 ,l ’' 

if: news of t! . Revived the hopes of the Danes. 

■ ; V.:i ho’nii^.op tion rode at anchor in the 

■ he 7 rue ■■ enter the rjyer as foon as a 

5 jffered. 1 ..iean while the Dattijh admiral 
hrsr woons anu burnt a great number of villages 

*v ::od ' ut ftill fome advantages gained by the Lu- 

u ' n-inccd Ini majefty that this force was unfufficient 
■ ; «wr <r ffeets of Sweden and Lubeck. He therefore again ap» 
ohed v kir.gsof England and Scotland, publifhingatthefamt 

tin | » d*. i. n .lion, whereby he permitted the fhips of all na¬ 
tions iw cruize againfl Lubeck and Sweden , promiftng them by 
wav of encouragement an exemption from duties in the ports 
of !), nmark. In confequence of this declaration, the Baltick 
was covci. d with privateers, and the Swedijh and Lubeck fleets 
dreVfcd (hewing themfelves out of port. # 

Asides this, king John afted with his own fleets againft A. D t * 
;Vv enemy. A Itrcflig fquadron was fent to Lubeck under the 1509, 
r .nmand of admiral Nor by, who took Algoe, after pillaging 
and deflroying all the adjacent country. At laft the Swe- p eaee 
aljh fenate, affli&ed with the miferies of the people, applied again ton- 
•wSCTWfcjyCWbNeermly to the admihiftrator, that he pejtnittkd eluded 
a’mbafladors to go to Denmark to fplicit a. peace, which was aw 7 £Swf* 
fbrff after concluded} upon terms left advantageous to them den. 

• than 
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than thofc which the adminiftrator rcfufed to comply with the 
year befotc. The felf-fatnc tribute was infilled on; but he ^ 
found it dangerous to quarrel with the fenate, who had now 
entered ftrongly|nto the only meafures that could faye their 
Jinking country; namely, an • accommodation with Den¬ 
mark. It was even ftipulatcd, tluLt Sweden fhould by no 
means whatfoever aid, a flirt, or trade with Luleck , while his 


inajdly was at war with that city \ 

A. D. Suc h were the hard conditions of peace to which the 
1510. Swedes were forced to lubmit: however, like all other treaties 
Theadmi- with this and the former adminiftrator, it was but of {hart 
nijlratcr duration. t This year, in conjunction with Lubeck, the admi- 
n ‘H ,ator declared war again ft Denmark ; and fuch diligence did 
ijUbec the Lubfikers exert on this occafion, that their fquadron ap- 
« f a/W'■- P caic ^ Lanvhtudy befote kiag John had notice of their 
‘elates'liar making prepaiations. Here they landed their tfoops, and 
burnt Tome villages; but were fo warmly received by the inha¬ 
bitants, who afkmbled to oppofc them, that they were forced 
to return to their (hips, without committing faither damage, 
leaving all their plunder behind. 

It was newithat the king prepared earneftly for war. lie 
hid an embargo on all the French, Englijh, Scottijb , aqfl other 
{hipping in his ports, ordering all the laige vcflels to be fitted 
out as {hips of wari an unpieccdentcd tncafure, which fureiy 
had the concurrence of the ftjvereigns to whom they were 
fubjedt, clfe would he never have piefumcd to attempt it. But 
The Lu- in the mean white, a fquadron from Litheck made a defeent on 
beckers the ifland Mena. On their approach Andrew Bildc , who 
invade commanded in the ifland, fortified the town and citadel of. 

Mona, Slega , and took every other meafure nccefiary for an obrtinate 

and are defence. The-Lubfikers landed, and fintling the* open coun- 
rcpuljcd. j r y and villages deferted, imagined that the inhabitants, terri¬ 
fied at their approach, had taken flicker in the capital, which 
their conflernation would render an eafy conqueft. Full of 
thefe hopes, they advanced, and laid fiege to the city. Bildc 
had ordered mattets in fuch a manner as to imprefs the enemy 
with ftill ftionger notions of his pannic, in order to lull them 
into the greater fecuriry. He even fuffered them “to mo^if" 
the fealtng-ladders, and fill the ditch with men; upon*which 
he Tallied out, poured burning pitch, and<pther combuftibles, 
large flones, and (hewers of (hot, among them j playing at 
the fame time his Artillery with fuch fucccfs, that, after the 
lofs of their commander, and prodigious flaughte;r of the fol- 
diers, the Lubeckers were obliged to fly with pff ^preripUau, __ 
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tion to their (hips. Then a (ally of the whole garnfon was 
y made, the fugitives were attacked with gvcat furv, and fuch ter¬ 
rible deftru&ion made among them, that few Heaped. 

When the news of this tranlaftion reached the king’s 
cars, he was fo pleafed with' the braveiy of the- governor and 
inhabitants, that' he lent-,a gentleman of his court to thaftk 
and allure them, that he would never forget fo fignal a fer- 
vicc, and fo convincing proofs of their courage and loyalty. 

Aftef this it was that he gave inftru« 5 tions to all the gover- 
nors of iflands to place reminds at certain diftances along 
the coafts, to prevent being turprized. 

This repulfe did not prevent the Lubcdtr* fspm endea- The Lu- 
vouring to revenge the affront by a defeent on Langlaml ; butbeckers 
the inhabitants kept fo good a countenance, that, after fr t-repulfedat 
quent attempts, they were fyreed to weigh anchor, without Langland. 
letting foot on land, and fail to Eljinore , where they met with 
no better fuccefs. 

While the regency were fcheming the means of retrieving 
their difgraccs, the foldiers mutinied, refuting to ferve in a 
war which was undertaken without any apparent reafon, and 
to the utter ruin of their country. This unfortunate accident 
occaiioaed fome change in the meafures of the regency, but 
none in their fentiments; for, perceiving thcmfclvcs in no 
condition to man the propofed fquadrons, they fent deputies 
to the adminiftrator, exhorting him to atfack Denmark by 
land, while the hanfe-towns were giving him full employ¬ 
ment by fea. This was a propofal which StiA-e, always averfe 
to the late treaty, embraced with plcafure (A). He detached 
•general Achon into Holland with a body of horfe, ordering 
him to carry fire and fword through every place he marched. 

Achon had f&r dk entered the province when t ?uche Crabbe % a The 
gentleman of family and influence in the country, fell upon Swedes 
him with a body of hardy peafants he had affembled, and in- defeatea. 
tirely defeated him, making great flaughter of his men *. 

A defeat fo unexpected caufed great confternation in 
Sweden, The people apprehended, that John would invade 
them with the whole ftrength of his kingdom on the one fide, 
$!Tthen|xage the Ruffians to attack them on the other. To 
remove*this laft inconveniency, the adminiftrator concluded, 

* Vid. Meurs. Vit. Johan, ibid. 

(A) It appears, that Slure heck. We 3nay therefore con- 
had not, by any aft of hoiii- jefture, that he only fecretly 
litVjbrokethe treaty before abetted their defigns, without 
ms time; enough we are told committing a direft violation of 
he declared war again ft John in the treaty, 
dtfryunftion with the city of Lu- 


with 
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with all expedition, a treaty for fixty yean with the czar 
George JSetim. * 

On his fide, king John employed a great number of foreign 
(hipping, for th^Jefence of his coafta, againft the attacks of 
the hanfe-towns, whom the city*of Lubeck had engaged to de¬ 
clare war againft him : he erefled the fortreft of Engelburg in 
Laaland, to ferve as a retreat for the inhabitants of the iflatid, 
in cafe of a defeent: he renewed the prohibition on any of 
his fubje&s trading with Lubeck , or the allies of that city \ 
and took fuch vigorous fleps, as effe&ually diftrefled the re¬ 
gency of Lubeck. But the very circumftance which almoft oc- 
John re- cafioned tV* ruin of this city, proved the means of its pre¬ 
law Lu- fervation ; for the regency, taking advantage of the deplorable 
brek to condition to which the populace were reduced, engaged them 
great diffi- to enter in their fleets and armip^ their only refource againft 
cubits. famine and death. To this armament the Swedes joined a 
fquadron, and a plan of operations was concerted between the 
adminiftrator and the regency. Twenty-fix fail of Lubeckers 
landed in Bleking ; and after fetting a few villages on fire, and 
making a (light booty, retired, on advice that the inhabitants 
were allembliog to oppofe them. Meurfius fays, that a report 
of the king's approach, with a numerous fleet, madfc them 
embark with fuch precipitation, that, leaving their booty on 
(hore, the foldiers infilled on being immediately carried back 
to Lubeck. The 1- admiral propoied a defeent on Fionia , a 
place fa rich as amply to reward all their toil j but his remon- 
(1 ranees were iuetfedlual; even the reinforcement of a ftrong 
fquadron, which joined them as they were leaving the coaft 
of Blek'mg % could work no change in their minds; all, with 
one voice, crying out, Lubeck! Lubeck! % and threatening to 
throw their officers overboard, if they made abyVefiftaoce, 
j In-ege- Towards the end of the year a fquadron of the king’s, 

peeut be- confifting of eight (hips, had a (harp engagement with a Lu- 
pwen the beck fquadron of equal ftrength. They tought obftinately the 
Panifh whole day, and were feparated by the night, without any ap- 
etmi Lu parent advantage on either fide; though it is judged, from the 
back fitets. hurry in which the Lubeckers put into port, that they were fidk^ 
of the rough ufage of the Danes. r * 

jfi. D. Next fpring the regency of Lubeck licenfed a great number 
1511. of pirates to cruize upon the Danes, toVupply in fome mea- 
fiire the room of a regular fleet, which the great expences of 
the preceding yefcr rendered them incapable of equipping. 
7 'his piratical (quadron was commanded by one Conrad Regu- 
ftts , who manned and fitted up near thirty mer ^iatftrW g! i" | gf l fr u 1 
own expence. In order to block up or deftroy this fleet,.king 
. *jfcbn fent Haliger with twenty men of war to Travemslhd& t 

• but 
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bull the Lubeckers, having advice of his abroach, drew all * ’ 

their (hips within the interior harbour of the city, where they 
"'bid defiance to all the attempts of the Danijh admiral. Ha- 
Ttger, however, had his revenge on the furrounding country, 
which *he pillaged, and, after fetting fire & the fuburbs, let 
fail for Stralfund. Here he ''committed many exeefies ; <pnd 
the regency of the city, v> retaliate upon him, raifed an arihy, 
which was defeated and cut in pieces by the Danes. 

In the mean time, the adminiftrator fent a fleet and army 
to lay fiege to Borkhohn in the iiland of OeIand t where Canute 
Rudy commanded for the king. The fiege was conducted by 
three Swedes of diftindlion, Hemming Goede , Breme Otjiry , 
and Eric Abraham. It continued from the twenty-fourth of The 
June to the twenty-fifth of November, although his nfajefty Swedes 
neglected no expedient to fuccour and relieve the garrifon, t(l & e Bork- 
which was at length forced capitulate, on honourable terms, hota. 
for want "of provifions. To indemnify himfelf for this lois, 
the king meditated an expedition againft Wejl Gothland , 
with a body of infantry. This detachment penetrated to 
Scar a , pillaged, laid wafte, and burnt the country; but was 
forced to return, on advice that the Swedes had laid feveral 
ambufeades, and were taking effe&ual fteps’to cut off their 
convoys of provifions and retreat. 

In the autumn the Lubeckers bad put a fleet to fea, and the 
king fent the admirals Haliger, Norby , and Gifel, in quell of 
them. Haliger, who was tne commanding officer in chief, 
fet fail with a favourable wind, and foon cape in fight of the 
enemy; upon which he exhorted his men to do their duty, 
promifing them the whole booty. The men exprefling their 
* ardour to engage, the fignal was made, and both fleets fought 
with-the utmoft furjp Haliger had placed his large ft (hips in 
the wings of tfle line, filling up the center with fmaller veflels 
manned with foldiers, and keeping befides a finall fquadron in 
referve; whereas the Lubeck admiral fought too impetuoufiy The Lu¬ 
te obferve the proper difpofitipn. In the end, the Lubeckers bcckers 
were defeated, with the lofs of five (hips; but the vidlory was dtfuued in 
not decifive, as night interpofed, and Haliger found them *fi*-**' 
drawn ug next morning in the port of Bornholm in order of£ a £ em **t. 
"TBfttle* and with a countenance that made it not very advis¬ 
able to attack them. He was, however, fortunate enough to 
fall in with three ffienof war off Straifund, who were fent to 
join the Lubeck fleet. ' They had miftaken the Danijh fqua- 
drofi for that of their allies, and Haliger tSok two of foe (hips 
before they difeovered their miftake. 
m^rndmu^UB^Lid/eck fleet was returning home, they met with a 
fleet of Dutch merchantmen, coqf^ng of two hundred and 
. fifty 



39® 


7h I.u- 

jive on a 

4./•_(;/ Jitct 
of Dvsti.ii 
men hunt - 
mm. 


T'he Hiftory, of Denmark. 

fifty fail, under convoy of four men of war. The fight of fd 
rich a prize excited their avarice, and roufed their antienj^ 
animofiiy to this people, the rivals of their commerce. They 
attacked and foot) made themfelves mafters of the whole fleet, 
except the men Of war, with wljich the admiral efcaped, ori 
finding himfelf unable to oppofc the powerful fquadron of 
Lifbeck, Thefe four (hips went ftrsfit to Bornholm , and ac¬ 
quainted Haligcr of what had palled ; upon which the Dane 
allembled his officers, and obliged them to fwear they would 
refeue the prize, or perifli in the attempt. Immediately he 
fet fail, taking with him the four Dutch men of war, came 
up with the enemy, found feveral of the Dutch merchantmen 
fet on fire, ,,, rthas a-diift, after bcin^ emptied of the richeft 
part of their cargoes, and the Lubech fquadron wrapt in full 
lecurity, meditating upon nothing but the enjoyment of fo 
rich a booty. Haligcr gave thc’ugnal to engage • and the 
Lubeck admiral, perceiving himfelf attacked, led the flight, 
and, by a providential accident in his favour, gained the mouth 
of the Trave y in fpite of all the endeavours of the Damjh 
fquadron to intercept him. Haliger had fprung a-leak, and 
lying-by to repair bis (hip, the reft of the Damjh fquadron 
miitook it for a lignal to ftop the purfuit, by which means the 
Ybt Dutch cnem y g ot c l car °ff} hut left behind all the Dutch ‘Veflels, 
tieet rc- which were immediately returned to their owners, and frnt 
taken by home under the efcort of their own admiral. Thus the 
the Danes, Damjh fleet rode tr iumphant in the Baltick j and fuch was the 
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king’s fuperiority lea, that nolwithftanding the war con¬ 
tinued for the fpace of ten years, yet every thing neceirary to 
fupport life with comfort was in as great abundance, and fold 
at as low a price, through all his dominipns, as in the pro- 
foundeft peace \ ' ta w 

The death of Svante Stare , adminiftrator of Stucden, occa- 
fioned *firefh revolutions in that kingdom. The nation was 
divided in their choice of a fucceflor. The archbifhop of 
Upjal fupported the inrereft of Eric Trolly a man of the moft 
diliinguifhed, merit and family ; while many fenators, fufpeft- 
ing Troll's attachment to Denmark , efpoufed young Stcnon , 
Ion of Stare. Steiton carried his point by a majority of voices: 
but the other party did not relinquiih their claim : and while 
they were thus ftruggling in civil deputes, the regency of Lu¬ 
beck determined to break off the alliance,* 4 and make peace 
with king John. The people became clamorous from their 
poverty, and thofe who but the laft year were loudeft in the 
<. ry of war now became mutinous lor peace. A letter was 
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wrote to the lung, requefting his majefty to^tppoint a con- 
refs for terminating* their differences; and John, naturally 
Verfii to war, could not reject any propofitions that afforded 
a profpe£t of .peace. He told the deputies, that the regency 
might fafely fend commiffioners to Flenfburg, |vhere he would 
negotiate a peace with them, hnd the reft of the hanfc-towfcs. 

A few difputes arofe at the opening of the conferences; Wit 
his majefty firmly maintaining his point, obliged the Lubcck 
deputies to comply with all he proposed. In confequence a 
peace*was figned, by which the city of Lubeck engaged to aflift 
the king with all its force, in cafe the Swedes perfifted in re> 
fufing to acknowledge him, or the prince, for their fovereigri; 
or, at leaft, to pay the yearly tribute of thirty thoqfand marks 
of filver; to afibrd a retreat to none of the enemies of Den¬ 
mark ; and to compromife amicably all future.difputes arifing 
between his majefty and the Republic. 

SIFEDfeN was thundcr-uruck with the condu& of Lu¬ 
beck. Immediately the adminiftrator and fenate wrote to the 
king to appoint a congfefs, to deliberate on the means of 
eftablifhing peace on a iolid foundation. The SivediJJj depu-. 
ties went further, and even began to negotiate with the king, 
whom they found dilpofed to lKlen to reafon&ble terms* In 
Ihort, peace was concluded on one of thefe three conditions: 

That Sweden fhould acknowledge John y or his fon, for their 
fovereign; or pay the tribute of thirty thoufand marks: but 
little regard was.had to this treaty until afterglow’s death. 

His majefty now, at length, relaxed himfelf from public j 0 hnWa- 
cares, at leaft from foreign concerns; and applied his mind m ejli c ton- 
to cultivate religjon, morality, and learning in Denmark . He dutt. 
augmented the rights, privileges, and revenues of the acade- 
my founded at Copetyagen by the king his father. Expe¬ 
rience having* taught him the advantage of efhfdoying men 
of letters in public affairs, he made it a point to chufe his 
ambaftadors and minifters out of this learned feminary. As a 
farther encouragement to the univerfity, he prohibited his 
fubjc&s from fending their children to foreign academies, or 
indeed to any other except Upfal, and even then made it ne- 
ceflary thaj they fhould fir ft; have ftudied three years in Co - 
penfUegei^f. 

Having fettled the affairs of Zealand , his majefty, ac¬ 
companied by the qufcen, the prince, and a great number of 
the nobility, palled over to North Jutland. In this voyage he 
was overtaken in a tempeft, which put the*(hip into fo great 
danger* that asToon as the king fet his foot on fhorc he turned 
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* round to the ft«£ and cried oat, “ Farewel fea l farewel fof 

“ ever \ you have treated me in fuch a # manner to-day, that 
“ 1 haf'e little hopes of again rcpaJ&ng you:” words that. ; 
were afterwards looked on as prophetic. While the king 
refided at Riptn^ the high tides overflowed the country, and 
defined him longer in the citj? than he propofed. It is re¬ 
ported that on this occafion, his mnjefty walking with fome 
noblemen along the fhore, faid to them* looking at the fea, 

4< It mud be con felled that this is the wotic of the King of 
.» kings, who wants neither cannon ncnr inftruments of war 

to block us up. This element alone is fufRcient. We who 
“ never fubmitted to an earthly power, humbly proftrate our- 
“ feIves <fy.forc this heavenly mailer, whom the Teas and 
“ the earth obey.” 

When the waters retired, his mijefty, going to Olburg* 
was thrown off his horfej an / accident which brought on a 
fever, that terminated with tne life of this excellent mo¬ 
narch, who bore his lail agonies with a reftgned firmnefe of 
mind, that does honour to his memory, and credit to that 
innocence and integrity of life, which could alone infpire him 
with fo calm a resolution at the approach of death. When 
he found his end drawing near, he fpoke to his fon before a 
Hit txhor - great number of fenators and noblemen. “ My fon, feud'he, I 
tat ion to “ exhort you to worihip God, and pray to the King of 

hh/on. “ kings to • infpire you with wifdoin adequate to the heavy 

“ charge I am going to devofve on you. I recommend it 
“ to you to govern your people with equity, and above all 
“ dungs to be* tender of their privileges. What glory is 
** there in being the king of Haves ! Let it be your ambition 
“ to be thought worthy to govern freemen. Do nothing by 
“ violence, confult your faithful fubje^s, and attach them 
“ as well by' friendship as by duty. Adminifter juftice in 
“■ per fon, and let your ears be ever open to the complaint* 
“ of the opprdied, and the groans of the injured and indi- 
“ gent. Fiji all places of trull and profit with your natural 
“ mbje£s: God has given you charge of their inteteft j they 
“ called you to the throne, and gratitude requires a return 
“ from you. Reward my faithful fervants, and attach them 
“ to you; they will then have a double tie to ferVe yym, with 
“ fidelity i Jove of my memory^ and a fenfe of their obliga- 
“ tions to you: and now, my dear eft fori, I pray God to blefs 
“ you, to direct you, and to grant you a long reign, profper- 
“ ous to you, ana happy to your people.” With thefe words 
he expired on the twentieth day of Ftbruary , 1513, uotverfal- 
)y beloved, efteemedi and regretted. It woehl* V? IkUte&ff- 
fary, after what we have /elated, to draw the portrait of tbjr 

worthy 
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Worthy prince: fufficicnt it is* that he was*Suft, prudent, His death # 
pious, liberal, brave* and humane; in a word, poffefied of and chi. 
Tfttry quality that could endear him to his fubjedls, rentier his racier, 
iife,amiable and cafy, and laft moments happy. In all hia 
Wan, which Were numerous, he was foccefsful * except againft 
the Diihmarfums , where the tdifcondu& lay wholly upon hY; 
officers. Here, in particular, he exerted his courage and 
diftinguifhed his perfbnal bravery in the repeated attacks he 
made on their trenches. His regard to his promifes was to 
great, that foreign ftates never required more than his word * 
and lo fcrupulous was he in this refpedt, that he often be¬ 
came the dupe of the two adminiftrators. It was perhaps his 
only weaknels, fnd a generous one it was: he loved truth fo 
much, that he could not perfuade himfelf but others paid tbe 
fame regard to it: even the repeated perfidies of Suante-Sture 
would not convince him but hi%J>reach of oaths and promifes 
arofe from liecelfity. The Swedes , indeed, accufe him of 
giving the beft governments in that country to Danijh fubje&s, 
contrary to the treaty of Calmar> and his laft inftru&ions to 
his own fon; but this they probably intend as a tacit apology 
for the fenate and adminiftrator, who Hand greatly in need of 
fome*pretences to juftify their rebellion. Admitting the fa& 
was true,*need we be furprifed at the little confidence he 
placed in a fet of people who had fcandalized themfelves by 
their perfidy, and breach of word, in every court in Europe * 
before ever he came to the throne, and during the reign of his 
father ? To conclude, John was of a middling ftature, ftrong 
built, and lufty: his cheft was broad and elevated, his face 
round, and his ey^ modeft. He defpifed> drefs; but was fond 
of*neatnefs. His oeconnmy was frugal; his table plentiful* 
but not fplendiJ; however, when he aiTumed the fpvercign, 
all was great, flclf, and magnificent. He was fo great an 
admirer of the fimplicity of the antient Danes , that he even 
imitated their drefs, and always wore an antique fword over 
his robe. He promoted fcience, encouraged men of learn¬ 
ing, had them always at his table, fought their convention, 
and, on thefe occaftons, laid afide the {Sovereign for the cha¬ 
mber of the pupil. In a word, be was at leaft as wife, as 
amiable a prince as ever fwayed the Danijh feeptre \ 

‘ Vid, Maun* Vit. Johan, ad fin. 
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SECT. XIII. 

w 

Containing tb§ Reigns of Chriftian II. tf^JFredt- 

rick* I. 

CHRISTIAN II. 

/^HRISTIA N II. fuccecded by ele&ion to his father's 
^ crown; and his firft care was to put himfelf in a condi¬ 
tion to refift the enemies to his perion and people. He could 
not imagine that the Swedes , who had fo often revolted againft 
his father, would fhew more fidelity to him, nor that they 
would be in any hurry to execute the articles of their laft 
treaty with Denmark. He knap that little confidence was due 
to the profeffions of the hanle-cities, as want df ability to 
profecute the war compelled them relu&antly to fuc for the 
late peace. Already the crown of Denmark was in alliance 
with the kings of France , England^ and Scotland , with the 
dukes of Saxony , Frederick , and John, and with the margrave 
of Brandenburg. Chri/lian therefore refolved to ftrengthen his 
interett ftill more, by concluding a treaty with the emperor * 
hy which means he would fecure the friendfhip of the whole 
houfe of Anjiria. With this view he fchemed a marriage 
with the empiror’s daughter, Ifabella , fitter of Charles and 
Ferdinand , both fucceflivelv raifed to the imperial dignity ; 
and the more eafily to accompliih this defign, he laboured to 
get himfelf crowned j a ceremony that wasyperformed in the 
month of May. • 

Immediately after he fet out wjfh a fplcndid retinue to 
the court of*the prince fs Margaret , goveriffclsfof the Nether¬ 
lands : he made her higtuiefs acquainted with the nature of 
his vifit, and was conducted by her to Brajels, where her fort 
Charles refided. Here he again demanded the princefs, and, 
on obtaining a promife, battened back to Denmark to pre¬ 
pare for his nuptials. 

This year was ufhered in by a terrible earthquake, which 
was felt in almott every part of Denmark. A worm oTtvind 
immediately followed, that overturned the fteeple of the great 
church at Copenhagen , tore up whole fferetts of great trees by 
the roots, threw down an incredible number of houfes, and 
killed many p£rfons. Superftitious men looked upon this as 
an inaufpicious harbinger of the troubles of Chrijlim'n reign, 
while the more fenfiblc part of the nation re gained it 1 — an 
effe& arifing from natural caufes. It happened indeed on 

•Chi* 
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tbisoccafion, as it ufually does, that thefe fagShious rene£tions 
Jpere made long after the fa£b happened; a fort of retrof- 
pedlive conjectures in which the wife authors could hot well 
be miftaken. I 

CHRISTIAN having got.every thing in readinefs for tie re- He martin 
ception of the princefs, lent the grand marechal, the archbil\op Jfabella, 
of Drontheim t and a greft number of nobility, with a flfong/A' to 
fquadron to conduct her to Denmark. On their return a violent Charles 
flora} difperfed the fleet, and almoft fhipwreclted the piincels V* 
on the coaft of Zealand, near Copenhagen. All the lords and 
ladies of the court went immediately to congratulate her on 
her providential cfcapc, and to welcome her into Denmark. 

She was foon after married, with great pomp, tv Ithe king, 
and afterwards crowned and acknowledged fovereign of Den¬ 
mark, by all the different ftatesof the kingdom (A). 

STUDtpus to pleafe his Vide, the kingfent to the Low 
Countries far all the queen's fervants, that (he might enjoy the 
fatisfadlion of being attended in a Grange country by perfons, 
to whofe language and manneis fhe was accuflomed. He 
alfo fent for gardiners, in order to cultivate all forts of fruits 
and other vegetables for her table, and afligned them the little 
ifland of Amag for this purpofe, which foon was able to fup- 
ply, no?only her majefty’s cable, but all Copenhagen , with the 
tnoft delicious fruits. 

His majefty then applied tc^matters of greater importance ; His dome!- 
and the firft object of his care was to fet commerce on the belt tic conducts 
footing, by eftablifhing a general tariff. Ne*t he forbid the 
exportation of corn and beer, to prevent dearths in the coun¬ 
try j a maxim fci politics eftablifhed in many other countries 
upon falfe principles, and without refle&ing, that the lands 


(A) While the nuptial cere- through the roony on which he 
felonies were celebrating, a dr- called oat, “ Rile, gentlemen, 
cumftauce happened that after - “ and falute the prince deflined 
wards became the fubjeft of “ for your fovereign.” For 
much conversation. Among the the prefent this frying was re- 
other princes who honoured the garded as a tally inlpired by 
king's marriage with their pre- wine ; but after Chrifiian was 
feukj, was* Frederick duke of depofed, and Frederick raifed to 
SJe/wici *and Hoijiei*. With the throne, people conilrued it 
him came Reffenfonb, g man of into Reffenjlavd s profound /kill 
birth, afehoiar, a great civilian, in futurity, though, in all ap- 
and profound aftrologer. White pearance, it #Vas di&ated by a 
RfffenJU'w was one day at din* ftrong affection and attachment 
ner with the reft of the nobility, to his matter (1). 
duke ’‘Frederick happened to pals 

(t) ni. Pit. thrift, f. «*. 
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will be eultiyfffed by the hufbandman, in proportion to*the 
demand for corn, and pieces of ground furrowed by the 
plough, which otherwifc would remain ufeleis. Many orHt^j 
regulations, with rcfpeft to trade, were made, moft of which 
had a tcndcncy^o enrich the capital, by drawing an Afflux of 
merchants thither *. 

jfffairt of CHRISTIAN was thus employed in his own kingdom, 

Sweden, while the affairs of Sweden teemed to take a turn favourable 
to his claim. The archbilhop of Upfal • not having intereft 
enough to eftabliih Eric Troll in a fhare of the government, 
had however addrefs enough to ailociate his fon in the regen¬ 
cy, and devolve half the authority on him. His gaining this 
point was* he imagined, of fo great moment to the king, 
that he immediately acquainted him with it, by an expreis. 
Chrijlian was not however fatisfied. l ied up with laws, and 
a limited fovercignty in Denpfark> he viewed Sweden as a 
kingdom where he might claim defpotic power as the right 
of conqueff. Unmindful of his father’s dying exhortation, 
this was what Chrijlian panted after. Imagining that young 
Troll might be ufeful in performing this defign, and deftroying 
the authority of the adminiftrator, he fent perfons to congra¬ 
tulate him on'his new-acquired dignity, and accompanied his 
compliments with a confidcrablc fum of money, as aftmore fo- 
lid teftimony of his friendfhip. The young prelate, who had 
juft afeendedto the fummit of ^iis ambition, was vain, haugh¬ 
ty, and loquaci&us, qualities of which the artful Dane did not 
fail to make iiis advantage. He reprefented his mafter’s 
power, connections, and difpofttion, in fuch a light as wholly 
gained over the prelate, and the ftrongeft afljirance from him, 
that he would regard his affociate in the adminiftration, as tttb 
enemy to Sweden and Denmark , and Qtould leave no engine 
unemployed \o rcftorc the union of Colmar ?n As full force. 

TROLL made good his promifes, and every thing was 
tending to a civil war in Sweden , when Arcembold% the pope’s 
legate, arrived in Denmark , and by difpenfing indulgences, 
raifed heavy contributions under the mafk of religion. This 
pious robber was departing for Sweden , loaded with the fpoils 
of the people; and Chrijlian beheld, with regret, # the neceffity 
he was under to ftifle his refentment at feeing his fuljjeflsTIius 
pillaged, and his kingdom ftripped of money, by an abufe of 
devotion, and the artful influence of tHb church over fupcrfti- 
. tious minds, l^awever, he refolved to turn this circumftance 
to his advantage. The legate's intereft in Sweden he knew 
would be of tlie utmoft confequence, and he refolved to gain 
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up by tbe moll liberal facrifices to his avarice. In fa£fc he 
r oid fo; the legate promifed him his utmoft intered, and ^pear- t tr fidj 
ed fo hearty and uncere in his profeffions, ttat ChrijUan put *f ( \ e . 
more confidence in him than prudence woultrfeem to di<3tete^ f 1 r ~ 
he ought in a foreign minider. He laid before him the Ihqe^** 
of his forces and treafury,Snd the names of all his adherents in 
Sweden , together with the plan they concerted for reuniting the 
two kingdoms. The legate departed, was carcfled by the ad- 
miniftrator, and all his promifes to Chriftian vanifhed before the 
difpelling power of Stenon's prefents. The degree of intimacy 
into which the king received him, furnilhed him with the 
means of becoming his mod dangerous enemy f *and the 
treacherous legate did not fail to exert this advantage \ 

After fettling matters with the admintftrator, he re¬ 
turned to Denmark to raife fh|fh Contributions, affirming the 
appearance of great chagrin at the little fuccefs of the com- 
mifEon with which the king intruded him. Cbriflian faw 
through the thin diiguife, was incenfed at it, but wanted the 
power of redrefs. Nothing now remained but to attempt the 
rcdu&ion of Sweden by force of arms; and from this he was 
for fome time diverted by two incidents, which intircly en¬ 
coded tfle attention of the court. The iird was the punifh* 
ment of John Foburgh , fird fecretary of date, accufed of ex¬ 
tortion, and other crimes, by %prbern Oxy t bailiff of the cita¬ 
del of Copenhagen. 

FOBURGH was one of thofemen whom fortune wantonly 
raifed from obfeurity to the highed dignities, only to render 
his downfal more confpicuous. After palling with reputation 
through feveral private employments, he found means of be¬ 
ing introduced ro # court, where he infinuated hjjmfelf fo art¬ 
fully into the king's confidence, that he foon became one of 
flis fird miniders. His rapid elevation excited envy, and en- 
creafed the number of his enemies, one of the mod dangerous 
of whom wa9 Torbern , who bore him a private grudge for his 
endeavours to ruin him by an accufation he lodged of his car¬ 
rying on an intrigue with Columbule , the king’s midrefs. 

FOBURGH s pride and avarice encreafed with his gran- Tbe rift 
deur : his intimacy with the king eafily procured him what- and fall of 
ever he afked ; and his avarice fpurred him on to make Foburgh, 
daily requefts. At lift the king's eyes were opened ; he per- Chriftian'/ 
ceived the infatiable difpofuion of his favourjie, and ventured/wwritei 
to refufe him the lad petition he prefented. Nay, he went far¬ 
ther, and fent the unhappy Foburgh with a letter to his enemy 
• • 

* Mivjls. ibid. Puffeiv t. iv. 
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Torbern , by which he was deprived of all his places, fcrnejg 
imprilf-ncu, and privately executed, all in one day. "S* 

This triumph over his adverfary was but of fhort dura¬ 
tion ; the king A ad made Torbern the inftrument of* ridding 
hipfelf of an infolcnt favourite r ; but he did not forget that 
Torbern <.•>wir'd on an intrigue with* his miftrel's, and he was 
even chavnntd at the readinefs with which he executed his or¬ 
ders refpedting Foburgb, whom he could not help loving with 
all his limits. 

A. D. At an entei tainment which his majefty gave the principal 
1516! nobility it was, that he refolved to difeover the truth of what 
Foburgb *hj»d often allcdged. After a great deal of jollity had 
pa fled, “ 'Fell me, fays he, feigning good humour, tell mc f 
“ Torbern, if what Fcburgb acculed you of has any truth in it. 

“ Say, did you ever enjoy the # js*vours of my miftrefe Colum - 
“ bulc ; 1 have my rcafons for afking, and hope you will fpeak 
“ without icIi-Tve.” T’erbent's friends immediately Taw the 
precipice on which he flood, and endeavoured to make him 
comprehend his danger by figns and nods ; but whether wine 
had impaired his underftanding, or that he defpifed infincerity 
with the king,* who had fpokefo familiarly to him, he replied, 

14 Sir : I have loved Columbule; I have folicited her favour, 
CliriftianV “ but never could obtain it.*' Immediately Chri/iians coun- 
arbitrary tenancealured, but he faid nothing. A few days after Tor- 
tntJuei. bern was arrefied, and imprifonrd. 7 'he affair was tried by 
andtkcftrft t h c /hnatc, and he was acquitted, bccaufe the law had affignea 
cau/- of bis lJ0 p un jflj in cnt # for firople concupifcence. When the fenate’s 
misfortunes- j ecrcc was related to the king, he flew infcp apaffion, and 
faid, that if his friends had been as numerous in the fenate ay 
Torbern*s , their judgment would be different ; but as they re¬ 
futed to do hi!n juftice, he knew others vvho'wduld not. Im¬ 
mediately he aflcmbled a number of the peafants of tha 
neighbourhood before the gate of the citadel. Here he or¬ 
dered a fquare of lances to be formed round them, giving or-: 
ders to the grand marechal not to let them go, before they 
had pa fled fentence on Torbern , Fear made them give 4 
judgment, which otherwife could never be extorted from 
them. They dreaded his majefty’s xefentment, thought they 
(hould be facrificed, if they did not comply with his humour, 
and accordingly gave their vcrdi& in nhe following terms: 
n » r “ We do not judge Torbern , but bis own words condemn 
Torbern M Wm.” Upon* which the king faid, that fince he was con¬ 
demned, he muft fufler the punUhment. 

The king’s refolution alarmed the whole^court: it -was a 
ftroke at the very root 6f liberty, and no man’s life*was fafe, 
if he made accountable for intentions, and punifhed fee 
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Ms thoughts. All met to deliberate upon the mean^pf warding 
the impending blow, and at left it was determined^ hav^ 
recourfe to fupplications. The whole fentfe, with the le¬ 
gate at^heir head; all the ladies of the court, precedeAby 
the queen $ in a word, every perfon of confideration in me 
capital interceded for Tor&trn, and befought the king on their 
knees to pardon him j but the flubboro, gloomy, and inflexible 
.temper of Cbrijiian , would yield nothing to their tears and 
intreaties. Only the blood of Torbern could fatisfy him; and 
this unhappy nobleman became the facrifice of an inclination 
for the king’s miftrefs, or rather, of an imprudent expref- 
fton. • * 

Ik other refpe&s, indeed, Torbern cannot altogether be 
vindicated. It is certain that he ufed the power in his hands 
with partiality j and that, in*the affair of FoBurgh , he fought 
rather the gratification of his own revenge, than the public 
good. Bdides, it is beyond all doubt, that Columbule was 
poifoned, and all the world charged him with her death, as 
the occafion, if not the immediate inftrument of it. Be this 
as jjt will, he was innocent with refpe&to the crjme for which 
he was condemned ; the fentence was illegal, and a proceeding 
equally Ihjurious to him, and dangerous to the public. Torbern 
was executed agreeable to his fentence; and all Denmark re¬ 
mained convinced of his innocence, trembling for their liber¬ 
ties, jealous of the king’s arbitrary temper, and alienated 
from his perfon. The fenate and nobility firft exprefled theif 
difpleafure at his proceedings ; and foon after the people ex¬ 
claimed loudly againft the tyranny of his government. 

* Still his majefly had a few perfons faithful to him, and 
ftrongly attached^ hi* intereft. Thefe dreadecLa general re¬ 
volt i to prevent'which, they laboured with all their power to 
biaft the memory of Torbern , and actually to prove him as 
guilty as the people believed him innocent. An extraordinary 
ifcratagem was made ufe of to accomplifh their defrgn. The 
centineis on the walls of Copenhagen made oath, that they faw 
a light blazing about midnight like a ftar, under the gibbet on 
which Fobuggb was hanged. The king made enquiry into the 
truth of {be report, and finding it confirmed by an infiance of 
the fame nature the night following, he declared it was a 
proof of Foburgh'% infbcence, and charged Torbern with hav¬ 
ing been the caufe of (bedding that innocent perfon’s Mood. 
Immediately he ordered Foburgh’a body to be cut down, and 
buried with great pomp in the great church of Copenhagen. 

A :>TR>TAC£*t of fo little depth bad an efie& the vety 
reverfe of what, the king and his friends expe&ed. Infiead 
af believing Torbern ghilty, this tran&dioA only reminded 
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the people jfrf a former jnftance of the king’s feverity a nd. 
inflexiW- cruelty. This he perceived, and repented fmcercly ® 
of u£ng fo mearya cloak for an unworthy aft ion, which was 
only adding to his own guilt. We have been the more parti' 
cufir in relating the above incidents, as they had no fsnall 
fhare in the fubfequent revolution. ' 

It was apparent from his msjefty’s conduft the following 
year, that he believed himfclf faulty; for when he ordered 
the bifhop of Odenfee , and his chancellor, to be feized, he 
only imprifoned them, by laying an eafy reftraint on their 
motions in a private family. Yet was the caufe of his being 
arrefted 0? m more criminal nature than what either Foburgh 
or Torbern were put to death for. He was fuppofed to have 
given up the intcreft of his country, and fold the honour of 
bis king to the Lubeckers , for a Turn of money he received, 
when he tranfafted the laft peace. 

This year began an epoch the moll important of any in 
the Dantjh hiftory. From the firft planting of Chriflianity in 
Denmark, the church of that kingdom had always aclcnow- 
nifmjM ledged the lupremacy of Rome, and, in all ages, kept up a 
introryced C ontlant communion with the pope, and other bifhops of that 
into Uen- perfiiafion. Now the inclination which Chrijiian fhtwed for 
mar •’ the doftrine of Luther , began toefteft a change. It would be 
unnecefTary to trace here the rife, opinions, and doctrines of 
the eloquent Luther whom we have already had frequent oc- 
cafion to mention ; fufficient it is, that the legate's avarice, 
and Cbriflian’i refentment, at feeing his people impoverifhed by 
the inttigues of that holy villain, made Luth.rs doftrinesand 
arguments be received with double force in Denmark. ChriJ~ 
tian fent for Qcilful duftors and profefTcrs, to tjpach the Pro- 
teftant religion in his dominions; but his too great eagemefs 
in feizing fome church-lands, and openly efpoufing the doc¬ 
trine of Luther , cod him dear afterwards. Nothing could be 
more unfeafonable than any innovations in religion, at a time 
when the nobility were difafFefted, and highly incenfed by the 
death of Torbern •, and the clergy, by the imprifonment of the 
bifhop of Odenfee , and fequeftration of their lands. Tljefe 
two powerful bodies difapproved the change he endeavoured to 
effeft in the public belief, without their concurrence ; and 
they feized the opportunity of retrenching the prerogative, 
which fome latf afts of Chri/han feemed to enlarge beyond 
the natural boundaries between the king and people, with 
A pretend- this view they raifed up one St. Brigget , to preach prophe- 
edprophet 0 j e f concerning the king’s banifhment j oracles uihich were 
*PP tars frequently obfeure, but always interpreted in the manner moft 
Denmark. ^g recj ^j e to their defigns. The people took fire, and werjj-at 

. • • '' lengfh 
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J^ngth infatuated into an implicit belief of the^JLth of thefe 
reveries, upon the declaration of Cbriflopber Kaimtyrg, a 
perfon celebrated for learning and piety, that they warn ap¬ 
plicable to the king. , ^ 

But Cbri/Uan was not in the lead difturbed by thefe pre¬ 
tended prophecies, at witich he laughed publicly, and afked 
Rairmberg in a jocular manner, whether as they prophefied 
his .banifhment, they did not likewife forefee his return to 
his dominions. Certain however it is, that in a political 
light he ought to have treated an impoftor, dangerous to the 
public and himfelf, in a different manner. Had he laboured 
hard to detect the fraud, it would have difgraced *ttle nobility 
and clergy with the people, paved the way for the change of 
religion he was endeavouring to introduce, and eftablifhed him¬ 
felf firm|y on the throne, tyiich now tottered with him. 

In the mean time a civil war broke out in Sweden, and 
the adminiftrator befieged the archbifhop in the fortrefs of&/- weJcn * 
ka y whither Cbrijiian immediately fent a fleet to his relief. 

The command of this fquadron was given to Norby, Giffel, 
and Mori an, who coming to an anchor before the fortrefs, 
landed their troops, raifed the fiege by obliging the Swedes 
to retftat, and relieved the archbifhop without fighting a 
ftroke. Indeed the Swedijh hiftorians fpeak differently, but 
very inconfiftently of the cpnfequences of this expedition, 
affirming that the Danes were cut in pieces, but taking no 
farther notice of the archbifhop or garrifo^ *. 

But whatever advantages the Danijh arms might have 
gained in Sweden, a war with that kingdom was highly pre- 
* judicial to Cbrijiian* s intereft, as it ftrengtbened the fa£tion 
at home, while he* was employed againft foreign enemies. 

The legate Jtrcembold had likewife ftrongiy united himfelf 
with the adminiftrator and Danijh malcontents, and even 
prevailed on the pope to thunder out his bulls againft the re- 
formifts and fe£tarifts, in which number were included all 
fbe king’s adherents. 

In this fituation flood the affairs of both kingdoms, when A. D, 
the houfpof Aujiria , at the king’s intreaty, interceded with 1518, 
the hply fee in behalf of Cbrijiian , obtained a revocation of 
the bull, and a decree of the pope and conclave, whereby 
the adminiftrator 4bd his adherents were laid under a fevere 
interdidion for their difobedience and rebellion, and Chrif- 
tian empowered to treat them as fchifmatics excommunicated 
from the bofom of the church. No fooner had Cbrijiian 
fortified himfelf with this fpiritual commiffion, than he de- 
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termincd uWn profecuting the war with vigour; but th# 
difficulty - is to raife the funds, all the money in the king* 
dom lowing been paid to Arumhold for indulgences. 

lathis dilenmra his majefty had recourfc to Sigehfetie, a 
lad/who poffeffed an entire dominion over him. She was 
* mother to his late miftrefs ColumMe , of an afpiring and 
intriguing genius, who played fo artfully on the king’s paf- 
fions, that the reins of-government were direded wholly by 
her hands. She confulted, or rather (he commanded the fe- 
nate, diipofed of all preferments and places, impofed taxes 
at plcafure, and had already aboliihed many excellent and 
antienc lav*. from mere caprice. She was a native of the 
Netherlands , and had introduced the cuftoms and manners of 
her own country to gratify her vanity, and make oftenta- 
tion of her power. Such was t£* perfon to whom ( the care 
©f railing the fupplies for the war was committed. To ef¬ 
fect her purpofe Stgebrette laid frefli burdens on the people, 
and eftablifhed a kind of officers called Scauts in every town, 
for the exa& levying of the‘taxes, which they did with the 
molt infolent oppreffion, and without feeling or companion 
for the poor, whofe beds and houfhold furniture were taken 
and fold for the king’s ufe, and themfeivcs and flmilics 
turned out naked in the ftreets. 

Heaven could not behold fuch tyranny without indigna¬ 
tion. and the moffc completely to fill the meafure of its ven* 
gcancc, permitted Sigebrette to contrive other fchemes equally 
ruinous of the kingdom, and dcteftable to the people. One 
in particular, which had nothing to do with the fupplies, 
railed a violent clamour; it was the abolition of the men- * 
dicant Undents in the univerfity of Copenhagen, It had been 
a cuftom of grlat antiquity in Denmark, to thrift up young 
pnen of no fortune to the arts ufeful to fociety, by means of 
public charity. They were diftingutfhed by a particular ha¬ 
bit, which difpleafed the eye of this wbimfical favourite, and 
flie determined therefore to abolilh the whole order. The 
matter was upon the whole of (light importance, but cuftom 
had given ftrength to it: the a& was arbitrary | it was 
looked upon as a dangerous innovation, and the who|p na¬ 
tion cried out againft the king’s edift, as if the bulwark of 
their liberties had been attacked. * 

His majefly wrote to the bUhops to exhort their fuffragans 
to a ebearful compliance with the taxes ncccflary to carry on 
a juft war; but his proportion was unanimou fly rejected by 
the clergy, who complained of the fequeftrarioQLof the church 
lands, and the frequent and heavy contributions already railed 
on them* ~ 

3 « It 
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4 {t was not the feafon to irritate fo powerfuNSbody $ tb$ 

Ting contented himfelf with exa&ing the ufuaPfll^ss paid 
by uie clergy ; but as all he could levy on ^is other ifcbje&s 
was urthqual to the cxpence^of the war, he had recount to 
foreign afliftance. Ambafladors were fern to France , and they 
obtained of Francis I. *a body of four thoufand auxilia¬ 
ries, with a train of artillery. After this the ambafladors 
proceeded to Spain, and demanded of Charles the portion of 
his fifter 1 /abella , and he gave an order upon the town of 
Antwerp for the payment of one hundred thoufand marks, or 
one third of the portion, which by comradl was to be paid 
.akJhree inftalments. Soon after the two other* payments 
weHmad e, by which the king was greatly aflifted in pur- 
fuingnis dffigns againft Sweden. 

In the mean time great Vyrntcntions arofe about the elec- <j"y e e [ ee _ 
tion of an archbifhop of Lunden , in the room of Birger dc- tion of an 
ceafed. The chapter recommended, or rather proceeded to arcbhijhop 
the ele&ion of Agon , while the king fupported the intereft ofL un- 
of ScoWerg , and at laft carried his point by dint of power den. 
and menaces. This prelate’s firfl: ftep was to write to the 
-fope, requefting he would threaten CbriJVtan with excommu¬ 
nication if he did not immediately part with Sigehrette , the 
inftrument of all the misfortunes which had lately befallen 
it he kingdom. This indeed 9 was an inflance of his public 
Tpirit, but not of gratitude to a prince who*had incurred the 
jll-will of his fubjc&s by fo tenacioufly efpoufing the prelate ; 
but he foon received his punifhmenc in a manner very ex¬ 
traordinary. • 

* The archbifhop’s letter was entrufted to one Lang, who 
parried it to Sigebrcttf • As this woman's imagination was 
fertile in expedients of revenge, (he immediately determined 
fo deprive Scdbcrg of his dignity, and fubfi.itute in his room 
the long's barber, an unworthy fycophanr, for whom (he en¬ 
tertained a paffion. By this defpicablc creature (he prevailed 
upon the king to write to his holinefs, reprefenting him as 
the perfon ele&ed to the fee of Lunden , and imploring bis 
holinefs to # confirm him in that dignity. The king*s (haver 
prefentad bis letter, was confirmed in the new dignity, and 
returned with the mitre and other badges of the archiepifco- 
pal fundion, to th<f utter confufion and difappointment of 
$colberg. It is true the pope, as foon as jie difeovered the 
fraud, revoked his confirmation, and retaliated Scolberg ; hut 
fhe affair ended with ftill more ferious confequences, the 
clergy having highly refented this indignity to the doth. 

Towards jhe beginning of this.year, Cbriflian marched A. D. 
g pody of troops to Scban^ under the command of Crumpen 9 1519. 

• an 
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Chriftian an exec]!/?’!* officer. He likewife put to fea a formidable flee^. 
renews the with & ders to feize on all the Swedijh ports that were accel- 
'**> fiblc}* v ' Armed wfth the pope’s authority, he gave ful| fwing 
Sweden, to ft, e bloodincfs of his difpolition, ordering his troops to 
commit all kinds of cruelty and ejtcefe, in order to intimi¬ 
date the enemy, and wean the affections of the Swedes from 
the adminiftrator. Iiis inductions were but too well ob- 
ferved; Crumpets penetrated to the heart of Siveden , and com¬ 
mitted frightful diforders; after which he returned to Den¬ 
mark, laden with rich booty, without exchanging a blow 
with the enemy. 

CHRISTIAN'* foul was wrapped up in the conquef* oT 
Sweden. Impatient for the return of fpring, hr '»rderrd Qrum- 
pen to enter IVejl-Gothland in the depth of winter, at the 
head of a numerous army, and by every pofiiblc method to 
endeavour bringing the enemy to a battle. In this he fuc- 
ceeded, the adminiftrator marching againft him with equal 
57 'fSwe- * orccs * Three battles were fought, in the firft of which 
dilh army nothing was decided ; in the fccond the adminiftrator loft an 
defeated. arrn » and was‘greatly hurt by a fall from his horfe i and* b».. 
the third the Swedijh army was totally defeated and difperfed, 
the adminiftrator dying foon after of the wounds he received. 
A fourth engagement happened the day fucceeding the laft 
battle. The adminiftrator ha <4 lodged a body of infantry*! 
Jlrongly intrenched in a neighbouring foreft, to fecure a pafs 
which 6>«wpe«*determined to force. The Swedijh peafants 
amounted to ten thoufand, and repulfed the Danes in the 
firft affault. A fecond was given, in which the French auxi¬ 
liaries led the van, while Crumpen made a tour round the in- 
trcnchmcnts :o difeover fomc place of lefs t ftfength. The 
prince of Foucarmont behaved with that gallantry that has al¬ 
ways diftinguiihed his nation; he leaped over the ditch fword 
in hand, but fell back in confcquence of a wound. His foldiers 
vfere now animated with the defire of revenge, they pufhed 
forwards, and were happily feconded by Crumpen* s attack on 
the rear, which foon put the enemy in diforder, though they 
difputed every inch of ground with obftinacy. At laft, de- 
fpairing of longer defending themfelves, they fallied ott fword 
in hand, and After prodigious {laughter <j>n both fides, efcaped 
under favour of the night, after lofing two-thirds of their 
number. * 


CRUMPEN having nothing to oppofe him marched into 
the heart of the kingdom. At this juncture the archbiffiop of 
Vjpjal declared immediately for Chrtjlicr. j attd the people be¬ 
ing defirous of nothing'fo much as a fovereign, who might 
rc-eftabliQi the repofe of the country, did not feem averfqsjo 
. . " the 
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the motion, though there ft'ffl remained a that ufed 

all their influence to eled a new admimftrator. conjunc- 
i*n with feme others, the prelate fent deputies 1 bgQrumpen™ 
to demand a truce; but the Danijh general^ fearing tlfc in¬ 
tention was only to gain time, would agree to no ocher tt>ms 
than a fufpenfion of arms for eleven days, during which the 
ftates were to aflemble * Vpfal Here he appeared for his 
matter, propofed an extindion of the dignity of admmiftra¬ 
tor, and reeftablifliment of the union of Calmar. in both 
whicR he met with little difficulty, in an aflembly wholly 
devoted to Chrijlian . He promifed, in the kmg his matter s 
name, to procure an ad of indemnity, to preferve the li- 
ber tics»—ptiyd p fT ps t and immunities of the (cvcral coders of the 
' kinWom, ami e*adly to obferve all the conditions of the 

treaty oF€krhTti? t . ,, . . 

As foon as bufinefs was fyilhed, the archb:fhop declared 

Chrijlian ting of Sweden , in the name of the ftates of the 
kingdom; and he wrote to the provinces requiring them 
to comply with this refolution of the aflembly, threatening 
thofe who fnould refufe to fubmit, with the moft rigorous 
punilhment of the law. The greater part of the kingdom 
-ffcSmitted to the will of the ftates; but the adrmniftrator’s 
' widow ftill held the cities of Stockholm , Calmar , and others. 
'IMany bloody battles were fought, and fu-ges undertaken, af¬ 
ter it was imagined that Chrijlian was fully eftabhlhed in the 
government. °Thefe however'Ve muft avoith relating in this 


P In the year 1520, the king arrived in Sweden , where, af- Cliriftiaa 
ter reducing Stotfhalm, he was crowned with great foLmnity, crowed 
foon after which he returned to Denmark. In his ab fence 
the difaffeded in Denmark grew more bold : they fpokc then Sweden, 
fentiments frtfljTof his government, and openly %nd infolently 
jefufed to pay the taxes to his officers. The fenate and 
nobility, inftead of oppofmgthefedifcontents, feemed to coun¬ 
tenance them : they bore with impatience the immoderate 
authority he affirmed, and the defpotifm he affeded, only to 
tranflate it into the hands of a haughty, capricious woman. 
However, his fudden return as conqueror of Sweden ftrucle 
dumb the longue of fadion, and huftied every murmur of 
difeontent. Every man endeavoured to conceal his fentiments, 
and put on a face of«oy. His minifters, always readv to play 
on the paffions of kings, told him that he muft fecure his 
conquefts by aboliftiing the fenate, and rendering himfelf ar¬ 
bitrary : there was not, they faid, a Angle fenator who was 
not defirous of heading a rebellion, in hopes one day of rifing 
to the dignity ofadminiftrator i the nobility muft be humbled 



474. She tftftory of Etenmarfc; 

for tBe fatr r - reafons; and indeed his majefty dughf, fifU 
thefe wicjfci tools, to cherifh only the peafants, and fty-rife 
dcftia^T rrom their births to cultivate the fruits of the earth's - 
an<Kne ufefui arts. 

]Jut the fuggeftions of Sigtbrette co-operated more with 
the king’s own natural difpofitiort, in infilling thofe maxims 
of arbitrary policy, than all the infthuations of the other cour¬ 
tiers. She had a particular manner of conveying her infernal 
Inftru&ions, which never failed in engaging the king’s at¬ 
tention, and drawing him into her fentiments. Violent, im¬ 
petuous, and ambitious, Cbrijlian was rendered ftill more fo 
by her perfuafions. He wanted to derive his authority folely 
from his'dvgnity, not from the laws j and fhe warned nwtdfsu 
him above all law, in order to elevate herfclf-the higher, and 
govern both the monarch and the laws. Upon this princi¬ 
ple it was, that fhe refolved ro facrifice the Swe$Jb nobility 
and fenate, the more fecurely to trample on the neck of 
liberty : but fhe wanted a fpecious pretext for the king’s 
committing an a&ion fo cruel and fo extraordinary, 'To 
murder fo great a number of men, who had put themfelves 
in his power, without the faith of treaties, required 4I1C 
ftrongeft reafons to palliate it. Several fchemes were pro- / 
jc&ed for accomplifbing this horrid maflacre; but ' none ap- -’ 
peared feafible to ChriJUan , befides reviving the affair of th<j* 
fenate’s excommunication, knowing well that no a&ion ca/i 
be too bafe and infidious to be covered under the cloak of 
falfe religion. « 

ftts horrid Having fixed on this plan, he laid it before the archbifhop 
plan for of Lunden and bifhop of Odenfec , with whftm he concerted 
tnajfacring the means of execution. He paffed over to Sweden, convoked 
the Swe- the affembly* was publicly crowned, acd beftqwed the order 
0 f knighthood and the Elephant on a great number of Get*- 
nau * than and Danijh nobility} but not on a fingle Swede , which 
occasioned loud complaints againft his partiality. After this 
he invited the Sivedijb nobility to a magnificent entertainment 
In the citadel. They came, and were received with the ut- 
moft affability and politenefs by the king. For two days the 
whole kingdom was abforbea in luxury and plpafure. At 
length, when matters were found ripe for execution* and the 
nation was lulled in perfect fecurity, a body of foldiers were or¬ 
dered, under various pretences, to fehrc upon the adminiftra- 
tor’s widow, theefenate, nobility, and the bifhops themfelves 3 
and the Danijh commiffioners, and officers of the holy fee, 
were to profccute them as heretics. But this procefs beitig 
too long for the impatience of Chriftiatis temper, the execu¬ 
tioner was commanded 10 do his office, without allowing the 

unhapgp 
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unhappy prifoners the liberty of feeing their confers at theif 
Irik moments. \j 

TNothing could equal the con der nation that inta&rdjately A. D. 
appeared in every face, when the illuftriousfudtims mVched >521. 
out in Che middle of the day* furrounded by files of folders, He execute* 
to be immolated at the ihrines of ambition, cruelty, and per- thcpla *. 
fidy. Among the firft w«fc that refpcdlable fenator Eric Vaj'a, 
whofe fon Gu/iavus was foon after raifed to the dignity of ad- 
minidrator, and then to the throne of Sweden. The red fol¬ 
lowed in a long train to the place of execution, amidft the 
profound filence of the inhabitants, tv ho weic ftruck dumb 
with terror and furprize. At length they arrived ; and feven- 
tz* lords and bilhops, fome fay eighty#ffcur, were 

txhavjed in otoylay. Cbrijlian made no diftindtion between 
friends arfa^flemics, the better to convince the people, that 
he a died jefs from motives revenge than obedience to the 
holy fee. But we cannot dwell here upon a fcenc fo horrible, 
as will blad the memory of this tyrant, and tranfmit hia 
name with ftains of the deeped infamy to the lated poderity. 

In our account of Sweden we Ihall, however, endeavour to 
relate this tranfadtion with all the perfpicuity which an event, 

, file mod memorable on record, deferves *. 

But •Cbrijlian, not fatiated with the blood of fo many 
ffioble perfonages, let loofe his troops upon the citizens, to 
|commit enormities which freezes the blood even in recital. A 
Conduit fo barbarous was beheld at the time with refentment, 
and cannot be related fo many ages after witfcout horror. It 
called loudly for the divine vengeance, and heaven laid up ftore 
of punifhmem to thunder down upon his guilty head. In his 
P* wage from Sweden to Denmark, inftances of his cruelty arc 
to be met with : it netpr became habitual; and Chrijlian might 
as well refrain ffom food as from thirding after the blood of 
his fubjedfs. Stopping in his journey at the monadcry of Nu- Other fa* 
vac , he was told, that a part of the corn and provifion of the fiances of 
monadery was concealed in a neighbouring fored. 'Although ChriftianV 
there remained abundance for his retinue, he gave orders to cr ^J- 
feize the abbe and monks, immediately after mafs was per¬ 
formed, aryl to throw them, bound hand and foot, in the river. 

The at$c found means to efcape out of the hands of the ruf¬ 
fians employed to bind him: he run towards the river; but 
was purfued and maffaaed by the king’s order, before he could 
fave himfelf by fwimming. • 

CHRISTIAN'S ft ay was but ftiort in Denmark ; for foon 
after his arrival, he fet out on a vifit to his brother-in-law the 


* Meurs. Vit. Cferift. p. 77. Burnt?*. tom. 4. 
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emperor > the, intention of which is not mentioned, txctpt, 
that he obf^ned the reverfion of Holjiein to the crown pf 
DenmArjy^. 

In J'.ie mean »ime Gujiavus , (bn of Eric Vafa , projected 
grea«. fchemes for*the delivery of his country from the tyranny 
of Cbrijiian. At Mora he raifed a body of peafants with fuel) 
fecrecy and celerity, that he attacked and defeated the gover¬ 
nor of the province, before he was apprized of an infurre&ion, 
Revolutions His army foon increafing with his profperity, he attempted 
^Sweden, greater matters; and over-run moft of the provinces of Swe¬ 
den, before any army could be got in the field to oppofe him. 
The people, in general, cried out to revenge the butcheries 
committed Jt>y the Danes: however, the brave was 

fomewhat fiartied with a mc/Tage lent to him. by ChryjfdnJ' 
that unlefs he laid down his arms, and queflttKne/sdlubn, he 
would put his mother and fiftcr^ to the mod cruel tortures. 
But patriotic love fupprefled even the feelings of nature: 
Gujiavus marched on, followed by the faithful Dalecarlians, 
put all the Danes he met to the fword, and even gave no 
quarter to Swedes who were obftinately attached to Cbrijiian . 

All this while Theodore , the king’s viceroy, was levying 
forces, with which he at laft marched to the river Brunebecf 
with intention to difpute the pailage with Gujiavus: however, * 
Come motions, made by the latter, determined him to returnry 
to Stockholm , which city he plunged into the depths of luxury,/ 
as-if it had been h the mid 11 of*profound peace. Taking ad¬ 
vantage of the viceroy’s retreat, Gujiavus pufhed on to trejie * 
ras, where was encamped a large body of Danes , whom he at¬ 
tacked and defeated, after an obftinatc engagement. Then he 
entered the town, where, finding no refinance, the foldiera* 
abandoned themfelves to drinking and pillaging : an impru¬ 
dence that hat?nearly ruined the caufcof liberty', for thegar- 
rifon of the citadel (allying out upon them unprepared, would 
have dcflroycd the Dalecarlians , had not the vigilance, brave¬ 
ry, and good fortune of Gujiavus parried the impending blow. 
Ordering a corps of officers to make head again!! the Danes, 
he flew like lightning to recal his men from pillaging, rallied 
them, and led them on fo furioufly, that the enemy were foot) 
repul fed,-and the citadel immediately forced to furrftoder. 

Rifiof Animated with his late victories, every day twined new 
Guftavus. laurels round the conqueror’s brow, and at length encouraged 
him to march ilrait to Stockholm ; but not with a view of beiieg* 
ing it, having no fleet to block up the harbour: his defign was 
no more than to flrike terror, and perhaps countenance the ii*- 
furredl.on of his friends in the city. In this he was miftaken ; 
but his appearance had one good effect it uiove thS viceroy 
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and archbifhbp/lritimidated at his approach, toJeek protec¬ 
tion in flight, arid commit the command of the ofy to an old 
• Danijh officer. V ' l v- 

CHRISTl/fN beheld the rapid progrefs of this rcvoft with 
uneafincfs and chagrin ; but tvany circumllanccs concurred in 
preventing his fending fuccours to'tbe viceroy. The firft was 
thr*queen-mother’s death? and the next, and more powerful, 
the general difeontent which prevailed all over Denmark. He 
knewjthat nothing but a ftrong (landing army kept the nobility 
in awe, and that the moment he either fent an army or went 
in perfon to 'Sweeten, he expofed himlelf to the confequences 
of a revolt in Denmark. In this fituation were, matters when 
and archbiftiop arrived at court, where fhey were 
receuM with iVprsachcs of cowardice and treachery. The 
viceroy waV'icized, put to the torture, and forced to confcfs 
a number of horrid crimes of which he had been guilty; 
upon which the king appointed a day for his execution. Even 
the tears and intreaties of Sipebrete could not fave this favou- 

o 

rite of her’s; fo provoked was Chri/iian at the lofs of Sweden, 
which he now looked on as irrecoverable. Finding himfelf 
in po condition to oppofc Gujiavus , he refolved upon exe¬ 
cuting bis revenge in the moft cruel and brutal manner on his 
mother ifbd ftfter, both which ladies he ordered to he tied in 
(neks, and thrown into the fea. Next he ordered his gover¬ 
nors of provinces and garrifons # to put all the Swedes within 
tHeir jurifdiiflion to the fword; a barbarity which induced 
Gujiavus to publilh an cdi&, commanding hj$ adherents to 
exterminate the Danes, without giving quarter, wherever they 
found them. 

'Towards the year 1522, Chri/iian fent Norby with a A. D. 
ftrong fleet and army #0 raife the fiege of Stockholm , before l S 22 - 
which city Gujfavus fat down with his whole army. Norby 
was vigilant in performing his duty, though from motives 
felfifh and ambitious. He flattered himfelf, that if he could 
defeat Gujiavus , it might pave his way to the throne of 
Sweden. He knew the people would never fupport the 
tyranny of Chri/iian , and might perhaps be prevailed on to 
accept for tljeir king a perfon whofe power and military capa¬ 
city would be able to protetft them. Full of thefe notions, 
he debarked his troops, and led them againft the Dalecarlians , 
whom he drove out of their lines. Gujiavus however rallied 
his men, and fought with fuch vigour, that fjsrby embarked 
the Danes , and (uttered him to profecute the fiege, after he 
had thrown in fupplies of ftores, men, and proviiion into the 
city.. 
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GUSTAVUS, finding; it impoffible to compafs his defign 
without a (Wet, had recourfe to the regency of Lubeck * and 
obtaine^L*«irf auxiliary fquadron on fuch grievous terms as t 
would' have been diflionourable, in cafe of lefs emergent ne- 
ceffity. Now tfce harbour was blocked up, and ihe*city re¬ 
duced to great ftraits, a Danijh convoy having been inter¬ 
cepted. Upon advice of this, Nor^y again fet fail for Stock¬ 
holm, and found in the road a fquadron of Lubeckers and Flem¬ 
ings, whi.ch he attacked, and fought furioufly for the whole 
day, renewing the combat again next morning. A ftorm of 
wind however arofe, which parted the combatants before 
victory declared herfelf on either fide, which obliged the Da- 
nijli admiral to moor his (hips in the creek of a lirtSejfland^ 
at a fmall difiance from the place of adljony Here in' the 
night he was fixed by a fudden froft, that Congealed the fur¬ 
rounding water, and expofed £im to all the attacks of the 
enemy. Gujlavus took advantage of the favourable opportu¬ 
nity, and, refolving to burn Norby $ fquadron, put bimfelf at 
the head of the Lubeck troops encamped on the coafi, palled 
over on the ice to the ifland, and advanced in the night as 
near as he pollibly could to the enemy. Norby , on difeover- 
ing him, began a continual fire with his cannon and finally 
arms; which, however, did not prevent GuJlavusAwm ad-^, 
vancing boldly to the fides of the (hips, fome of his mep 
pouring in vollies of fmall (hot and arrows, while others hel.i 
lighted torches In their hands % fet fire to the rigging. Botn 
fides fought with obftinate bravery; but the Danes had the 
advantage frodi their high fituation, their cannon, and the 
flippery footing of the enemy. All the endeavours of Gujla¬ 
vus could not overcome thefe difficulties, which began to 
break the courage of the Lubeck general, and at laft made him 
found a retreat, in the very middle of^the baule. The heat 
of the fun foon diflolved the ice, and furni(hed Norby with 
an opportunity of fetting fail before another attempt could be 
made \ 

Dlfeonteutx the mean time all Denmark was in confufion. The 
in Den- number of the difaffe&ed increafed daily ; and the king, al- 
mark. wavs violent, became now furious, refolving to trample upon 
all law and government. He endeavoured to extort, by me¬ 
naces, his dukedom of Holflein , and claim on Norway , from 
his uncle Frederick ; but was difappoinacd by the vigilance, 
prudence, and moderation of that prince. He irritated the 
Vandal cities to 1 lay fiege to EIJineur , which they reduced to 
aihes. To oppofe them, he aflembled an army of twelve 
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tboufand men in Zealand, at the time when the general diet a. D. 
was aftenahling -at Arhus. The Jutlanders, wV© knew the 1523* 

, CTueity of his iifpofition, began to.apprehend thai>\bis milt- Jutland 
tary force was fet on foot to enable the icings to facrificiMhem, revolts, 
as he h«d done the nobility of Sweden. He appeared ar the 
diet of Holjlein in arms 1 and would probably have enforced 
his demands by dint of Superior Drength, had not the duke 
jyiiely taken meafures to oppofe him. His whole conduit 
allured them of his intention to govern by military Jaws ; and 
they determined to rifqutftoll, rather than fupport fo intolerable 
a yoke. They knew the fentiments of the whole nation con¬ 
curred with their own ; but they believed it glorious to arm 
the firft in the caufe of liberty. All Jutland rofi^ in one ge¬ 
neral revolt; Cbrijiian was formally depofed at a general diet 
held at Illburg, and a particular decree palled, fpecifying the 
reafons for fuch a proceeding Magnus Munce , chief jus¬ 
tice of Jutland , was intruded with the dangerous cotnmilfion 
of acquainting his majefty of the refolution of the diet. He 
met Cbrijiian on his way to attend the diet at Arhus , com¬ 
plimented him on his happy paffage to I Peel, where he then 
was, dined with the king, and, after dinner, left in the win¬ 
dow the decree of the Jutland Dates. It had liot lain long 
here before the king, obferving a large fcroll of parchment, 
ordered it to be read, and noTooner perceived the contents 
’.than he ordered fearch to be made for Munce ; but that noble¬ 
man had removed himfelf out of the reach of danger. 

CHRISTIAN, feeing there was no fafietv for him in the 
country, fet out for folding, a town fituatedon the frontiers 
of Holjlein and Jutland. He was maDer of Copenhagen , all the 
ftlands in the Baltick, and the kingdom of Norway ; yet dif- 
twDing foreigners aiu| fubje&s, and hit confcience reprefent- 
ingthe evil bltyGnd remedy, he took no Deps rftwards quafft- 
ing the rebellion. Inftead of that, he be^an fupplicating ChriJKan 
thofe fubje&s whom he had ufed with fuch pride and barbarity, abdicates 
Infolent profperity is ever the moD abjelt in adverfity. His the throne. 
chief counfellors, in this fituatinn, were Glaus Refencratz , 

Magnus Bilde, governor of folding, and Renold Heiderflmf 
genera! of the infantry. On alking their advice, the firft 
gave it ^ tivs opinion, that his majefty ought to demand pow¬ 
erful (uccoura from the emperor, his brother-in-law: Bilde 
advffed him to offer verms of accommodation, and all the fa- 
tisfa&ion he could make to his fubje&s; and Refencratz con¬ 
tented himfelf with obferving, that his majetly ought to pro¬ 
vide for the fafirty of the queen, and the young princes. 

CHRISTIAN jhmM feem to have afked their opinion only 
to mortify them by preferring his own., Inftead of making 
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proposals to the diet, be went to Ringfladt, where there hap- 
E,iJea - pencd to bd*a great fair. He harangued the populace wiffr 

•voun to tears in^Ks eyes, and fo pathetically fet forth his penitence 
re/lore him- and irlsfortunes^ that, moved with his condition, the ge- 
J«lf. nerous peafants took a frefh oath of allegiance, and* offered 
their afliftance again It all his enemies. The Icing thanked 
them for their good intentions; butrit was now in vain, he 
thought, to attempt re-eftablifhing himfelf by force of arms. 
He dfftrufted his heft friends, and imagined the whole world 
combined againft him. His great dread was left the'Bal¬ 
tic* fhould be fhut up by fleets of the hanfe-towns, and 
his efcape from Denmark cut off. To prevent this greateft of 
evils, he equipped at Copenhagen a fleet of twenty Jail, on 
board which he put all his private treafure, the jewels, orna¬ 
ments, and plate of the crown. Next he fenf to Callcnburg, 
and removed from thence the t public treafury into his own 
(hip, together with all the records, charters, and public a£ts 
of the government. Attended by his queen, children, and 
Sigebrette , he fet fail from Copenhagen, and was overtaken in 
his paflage to the continent by a violent florin, which beat his 
fleet about the Baltick for the fpace of three weeks, until he 
was reduced t& the laft extremity for proviflons. At length 
arriving at IVefel, he fent to his brother-in-law the emperor, 
not doubting but he would arm all Germany to reftorehim,Y 
and little confidering that the friendfhip of princes dies away ( 
with the profperity that gave birth to it, and often degenerates 
into contempt and rancour. Thus Ckrtjlian, who arrived at 
a greater degree of power than any of his predeceflors, by the 
union of the kingdoms of Denmark , Sweden, and Norway , of 
the dutchies of SUfwick , Holjlein, and Stormar, and the al-* 
liances of Germany , Spain, France, England , and Scotland , 
He is for - was depofed his own fubje&s, deferred by *aH his friends^ 
molly de- and left a moll piteous monument of the effedls of pride, 
peftd. cruelty, and dcfpotifm, exerted over a free-fpirited, generous, 
and warlike people. He Teemed, indeed, to be one of thofe 
princes which heaven in wrath fets over a nation, as a punifti- 
ment for the fins of the people, and a trial of their patience. 
Yet, with all his faults, Cbrijlian was brave, and perfc&ly 
(killed in the art of reigning, could a corrupted heart receive 
the didates'of a (olid underftanding and clear head. 

By his queen, Jfahella of Attjlria, he«had five childreh ; 
"John, who (bared tor fome years in his difgrace ; Philip, and 
Maximilian, who died young; Dorothy, married to the ele&or- 
palatine; and Cbrijtina , who had for her flrft hufband Sforza 
duke of Milan , and for her fecend Francis duke of Lqrrain. 
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FREDERICK I. ' ' 
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Th^ abdication of Chriflian II. paved the way to the Frede- 
throne for his uncle Fredefick, duke of SU/wici , Hojfltin, rick I. 

Star mar , Wagria , and thc^country of the Dithmarfsans. Thefe 
dominions he inherited by the will of his father, though his 
brother king John wrefted from him half his territories. He 
had often attempted to recover not only the countries taken 
from him during his minority, but to make good his claim 
upon a certain portion of Denmark , Sweden, and Net way ; 
without, however, bringing his projects to bear, foe want of 
ftrength to fupport them. 

The Jutlanders were the fir ft who declared for Frederick ; 
and their voice was echoed by all the other provinces of 
Denmark.• Copenhagen flill inhered to Chriflian , and the 
example of the capital was followed by the kingdom of Nor¬ 
way. His majefty’s firft endeavour, therefore, was to reduce 
Copenhagen , which Magnus Gye the governor refolved to de¬ 
fend obltinately, relying on the fuccours whicfi Chriflian pro- 
mifed to lend from Germany. Being difappointed, however, 
in his execrations, he furrendered the city in the beginning of 
the year 1524. 

Immediately after he had got poffeflion of the capita^ 

Frederick convoked a general dlht, b,y which he was folemnly , , 
proclaimed king of Denmark , after an edict had been firft Frederick 
publifticd, declaring the reafons of the diet for withdrawing P roci amea 
their allegiance from Chriflian . The ftates of Norway, ac- ,tt &' 
<$ded to the resolution of the Danifi) diet, and proclaimed 
Frederick with the fame formalities. Still, however, the fa- 
tisfadion of the .new fling was incomplete and iftipgrfedt. He 
could not behold Guftavus , raifed to the throrlfcof Sweden, but 
with an eye of jealoufy: he eagerly wifiied, from motives of 
ambition and intereft, to fee the three kingdoms reunited, 
and with that view wrote to fome of the chief nobility of 
Sweden. The anfwer he received was not agreeable to his 
wilhes; but it did not damp his hopes. 

Archbishop Troll added the breath of adulation to thefe jj e h ar - 
fparks of ambition, which foon blazed forth with mor t hours dt* 
ftrength than was nagjral to the pacific difpofition of the new Jigm a- 
monarch. This prelate regarded the elevation of Guftavus gainfl 
as an infurmountabie obftacie to his own retftrn to his arch- Guftavus. 
bifhopric of Upfal. He feized, therefore, all occafions of repre¬ 
senting to Frederick , that the crown of Sweden belonged to 
him, as tHfe fun oFChriftian X. and that be could not, with¬ 
out incurring the contempt of Denmark and Norway, fuffer it 
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to remain 1$4 in the hands of an ufurper. Nor did he fo|- 
get to add the inclination which the Swedijh clergy always • 
entertained for Ihe kings of Denmark , alluring him at the 
fame time, that his adherents wanted only his countenance, 
and his claiming publicly the crown of Sweden , to declare 
openly for him. •' 

FREDERICK made no great refinance: he yielded quiet¬ 
ly to arguments fo congenial to his own thoughts, fo flutter¬ 
ing to his ambition, and agreeable kj his intereft. Before the 
diet broke up, he procured their approbation for his being 
Crowned king of Denmark , Sweden , and Nonvay ; and he dif- 
patched dlrnbafladors to the Swedijh fenate, complaining of the 
election of Guftavus in prejudice to his right, and in direct 
violation of the treaty of Calmar. 

State of The Swedes were no longerr’m a difpofition to give ear to 
Sweden, fuch rcmonftrances. The union of Calmar had more than 
once almoft proved fatal to their liberties, which they now 
enjoyed in the greateft felicity, under a prince poflefled of 
every quality that could engage their aflfe&ion, render the 
nation refpedable, and fecure happinefs to his fubjeSs. It 
was therefore tire intention of the fenate to difmifs the ambaf- 
fadors with a very abrupt ar.fwer; but Guftavus pretailed on 
them to treat them at the reprefentatives of a great monarch. 
After entertaining them magnificently at his own table, he 
had them introduced into the fenate, gave them permiflion to 
fet forth their njafter’s claim, and referred the atifwer, in or¬ 
der to render it more fatisfaiftory, to the general diet. When 
the diet met, the ambafladors pleaded their matter’s claim in 
a laboured harangue; and were anfwered, in a fpirited man¬ 
ner, by the fgeakers of the diet,* that «hc crown of Sweden 
. was ele£live, and as fuch bettowed upon Gujlavus, their pre- 
fent monarch, as the juft reward of his merit, and the tribute 
due fiom the gratitude of a people delivered from tyranny and 
oppreflion by his valour and conduit. They then declared, in 
the name of the diet. Troll, archbifhop of UpfaU a traitor and 
enemy to his country : nay, in the heat of their zeal and af¬ 
fection for Guftavus , the fpealter was authorize^ to declare 
before the ambafladors, that Guftavus fhould have power to 
declare peace or war, and to enjoy many other prerogatives 
never before granted to a Swedijh monard), out of pure refpelt 
to his perfon. fl 

Conduit of An anfwer fo explicit left no room for expoftulation $ the 
Guftavus ambafladors were for withdrawing dut of the kingdom ; hut 
to the Da- Guftavus politicly entertained them for fotpe days with a re- 
u/n- view of his troops, a jight of his arfenals, and every thing 
hufaa G rs. that could fet forth his power, and (trike a damp on TOc 
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ptttenfions of Frederick 1 after which he difmiJRd them with 
, magnificent prelents, and the higheft efieem ior his perfon 
and character. He accompanied the Dum^mbaffadors with 
an envtJy from himfelf to Frederick , to demand the releafe of 
the adminiftrator’s widow, and other ladies, unprifoned by 
Cbriftian. Nor was tbisrthe only object of his com million. 

Gujlavus knew well, that the emperor was brother-in-law to 
Clnijiian, and powerful enough with the union of Spain and 
the Indies, to re-eftabhfh Chrijiian , in defiance of the united 
endeavours of the three kingdoms, and much more lo, if 
they were divided and at war with each other. The agent 
was ordered to examine narrowly into the chara&qr and de- 
figns of Frederick , and to fee whether there were hopes of en- 
gaging him in a folid peace, fo neccflary to both nations in 
the beginning of their reigns^and the very dawn of their au¬ 
thority. well did this mmifter acquit himfelf, that he 
filled Frederick with efteem for the character of Gujlavus, and 
refpell for his power, very different indeed from what the 
archbifiiop of Vp/al had reprefented. 1 his was not the time 
to revive his pretenfions, and begin a war with a prince Co 
much mailer of the afteftions of his fubjefts *, Jae therefore of- 
fered the envoy to terminate all their differences amicably, 
and to form a league offenfiw and defenfive with Gujlavus. 

The more to (hew his efteem for the Swedijh monarch, he 
fent back all the prifoners under a ftrong efcort, and particu- UVUSe 
larly the adminiftrator's widow, attended by a fplcndid reti 
mie to the frontiers of Sweden. 

'In the meaiv time the condu£l of admiral Norby called Revolt cf 
loudly for chaftifemcnt. That officer had retired with his fleet admiral 
to the ifle of Gothla^ of which he was governor, claimed Norby. 
independency tommenced a pirate* and committed ravages 
on the high feas, on the {hipping of all nations without dif- 
tin&ion. The Lubeckers and hanfe-towns were, in particular, 
great fufferers by him ; and they carried their complaints to 
Gujlavus of Sweden, with fuch promifes of afltftance, as in¬ 
duced that monarch to undertake the conqueft of the ifland. 
Accordingly eight thoufand men were landed in Gothland, un¬ 
der the conduit of Bernard Miltn, white the Lnbeck fleet 
cruized round the coafts, to prevent all fuccours from Frede¬ 
rick from entering she ifland. Norby was foon reduced to dif¬ 
ficulties ; upon which he fent one of his creatures to Frederick , 
to allure him that be was ready to acknowledge his fovefeign- 
ty, provided he would fend him affiftance againft; the Swedes ; 
a propofol with jyhich the Danijh monarch did not befitate to 
comply. He became jealous of'the enterprifing genius of 
Gujlavus and (aw that it was his* tatcreft to check the ag- 
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grandizemcpt of a neighbouring prince. The ifland of Getfa* 
land was bqfides a dependence on the ciowa of Denmark ; ani 
this more particularly led him to accept the terms offered by 
Ncrby. However, as it was not pofftblc to fuccour him, 
while the Lubeck fleet kept the* fcas, without engaging in a 
direct war with the hanfe-towns, at*t time too when he feared 
a riefeent on his dominions by Cbrijlian , he refolved to try the 
effects of a negotiation. He difpatched an ambaflador to 
Lubed, complaining of the attempt made by Gujiavus On his 
dominions, and prayed the regency to ufe their mediation in 
prevailing on him to withdraw his forces. 

Frederic’/ FREDERICK knew perfectly well the treaty lately exe- 
negotia ■ cuted between Lubeck and Gujiavus ; but he exerted his en- 
tions with deavours to break it. To elFett this, he reprefehted by his am- 
the regency baffador, the concern the regency had in preventing Sweden 
‘/Lubeck. f rom 

growing too powerful. *That Gujiavus was 'an enter- 
prifing prince, full of courage and ambition, who would re¬ 
quire the union of all his neighbours againft him, to keep 
bounds to his conquers. That Gothland was a dependence 
on the crown of Denmark j and that Norby, now returning 
to his duty, hedhould be under the neceffity of fupporting him 
as his fubje&. That, however, he would fubmit th% whole 
affair to the arbitration of the h%.nfe-towns, rather than kindle 
a war in the North: and finally, that he confented to fe- 
quefter the ifland.into the hand!’ of the regency, until the de¬ 
putes regarding it were finally decided. 

He relieves FREDERICK'S propofals were too moderate, too politic, 
Norby, an< ^ t0 ° agreeable to the interefl: of the regency, not to be 
who was perfe&ly well received. They faw themfelvcs relieved from* 
btjie^td the piracies of Narby t and at the fame time exempted the ex- 
7 y the pence of maintaining a fleet at fea, to protect sh« conquefts of 
Swedes, the Swedtjh monaich. They preferred feeing Gothland de¬ 
fended by their own garrifon, though attended with fome cx- 
pence, to pulling it into the hands of Gujiavus t and thereby 
enabling him to inoldt their commerce. It was for thefe rea- 
fons the regency concluded a iecret treaty with Frederick , by 
which they promifed to connive at his endeavours to throw in 
iuccours into IVtjhy. It was hkewife ftipulated, that the king 
of Denmark fhould fend^n ambaiTador to Sweden , to complain 
of Gujiavus ’s invafion of Gothland ; and (hat he fhould be 
followed by deputies from the hanfe-towns, otteiing their me¬ 
diation, and declaring they would take arms againft the party 
who fhould oppofe a reafunable accommodation. 

In confequence of this treaty fupplies were thrown into 
Jl’ijhy \ an interview paffed between Frederid\\\X Gujtavus , at 
which the affair of. Gothland was warmly debated, and refer*#4 

red 
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rol for a lull decifion to a congrefi of commlffioners from 
Bknmark, Sweden* and the hanfe-towns. The Drnijh depu- 
* tics came at the time appointed, but made onty a (ho/t ttay foe 
the Swedes, who were kept back by contrary winds. Frede* 
rid made ufe of this occafton to break off a congrefs to 
which he had no inclination, having now thrown in fuppUes 
into ff'isby* and received an oath of allegiance from Ncrby. 

His Swedijh majefty remonftrated, but to no effeft, as Frede¬ 
rick Was in no humour to fubmit to the hazard of arbitration 
an ifland of which he thought himfclf already fecure. In a word, 
he over reached the commiflioncrs of JLubeck and Sweden ; but 
was himfelf almoft outwitted by Narky, who had cleared upon 
a negotiation with the Swedijh general Milen , his old friend, 
and obtained from him a fufpenfion of arms. The fiege was 
raifed without the knowledge of Gujiavus , and to the great jj or . r • 
difeoutent^f the whole Swedijh army. No fooner was Nor by f u r e Jj 0 
delivered from the terrors of a liege, than he refolved to break 
his oath to Frederick , and preferve his independence. In vain promift to 
was he fummoned, in vain was he threatened with punishment Frederick* 
by the Danijh monarch : he not only refufed keeping his pa¬ 
role, but made a defeent with his fleet on Scb&en, where he 
was joined by all the burghers apd peafants attached to the 
late king Chrijlian. Here, aftiy^urning a number of villages, 
he made himl'elf matter of Salsburg , Lunden , Landfcroon , and 
fome other places. * • 

JOHN RANTLA 1 V was fent by the king to oppofc his 
progrefs with two battalions of infantry, and 2 few fquadrons 
of horfe. Nor byis at this time employed in the fiege of 
Helfmburg \ and that his operations might receive no interrup¬ 
tion, he detached one of his generals with eight thoufand men, 
to give battle t<f Rantzaw , whofe whole force fcatce amounted 
to half that number. It was indeed expected, that Rant- 
sunn would not have flood his ground j but this experienced 
officer knew what degree of confidence was to be placed in 
difeipline and valour. He attacked the enemy with fuch He is Je- 
firmnefs, that their ranks were foon broken and put in difot-fated by 
dcr, about a thoufand of them killed, and the reft put to Rantzaw, 
flight. Fivt hundred prifoners taken in the purfuit were lent 
to king Frederick , with a great number of enfigns, and other 
military trophies. • 

This defeat greatly difconcerted Norby, and obliged him 
to raife the fiege of HetJinburg. After fomtf motions to col - 
left his fcauered troops, he retired to Landfcroon , which he 
put in the bett jxjfture of defence. Rantzaw immediately 
followed and bloeScd up the city, until a fufficicnt reinforce¬ 
ment arrived to commence the fiege* in form. Here be did 
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not remain long, before Otun Stiggot collecting together fc- 
verai thoufand peafants, who adhered to Cbrijlian , marched 
with intention t£ raife the blockade ; and Rantzmv having 
advice of his motions, marched out of his intrenchntents to 
give him battle, which he did with all imaginable fuccefc, dif- 
perfing the peafant army, and returning the fame day to his 
camp before the city. This ftroke operated powerfully on the 
courage of Norby ; he immediately demanded a parley, deli¬ 
vered propofals of capitulation, which Rant&aw fent for the 
approbation of king Frederick. The king fearing left Norby 
would deliver the ifle of Gothland to the Swedes , iliould he 
infift up6rs too rigorous terms, erred perhaps in the other 
extreme, by (hewing too much lenity and indulgence to a man 
who had fo often broke through oaths and the moil folemn en¬ 
gagements. He contented himself with a promife from Norby, 
Further that he would refrain from all further violences, put the city 
proof, f and citadel of JVisby into his hands, and take a frefh oath of 
NorbyV allegiance; terms with which Norby made no fcrupleof com- 
ferJUy. plying, as he intended to regard them no longer than neccf- 
fity and his intereft required. Taking with him fome Danijh 
lords, into whofe hands he was to furrendcr IVisby , he fet 
fail for Gothland\ but whoc.^he arrived there, put off the 
performance of his promife, afH prevaricated in fuch a man¬ 
ner, that it was plain he had either defigns. Frederick , how¬ 
ever, took his nleafures fo vigoroufly, that he reduced him to 
the neceflity of furrendering the city, and evacuating the 
ilUnd * (A). 

A.D. The following year it was, that Margaret of Aujlria fent 
15 *6. f° me (hips into the Baltick> to make a diverfton in favour df 
Chrijhan j but nothing confiderable ups performed by this 
fquadron. Frederick feemed to enjoy perfect "tranquillity in 
temporal affairs ; but it was not fo in fpirituals. Lutheranifm 
had made fuch progrefs in Denmark under Chrifiian , in defi¬ 
ance of all the endeavours of the bi(hops and Romijh clergy. 
Religious tKat, under Frederick , who himfelf embraced Proteftantilm, 
dilutes in the natipn was divided into two parties, each of which 
Denmark, fupported their fentiments with all the 2eal and hpat peculiar 
to religious difpuies. To prevent civil difeord, the kjngpub- 
liihed an edict, prohibiting all his (ubjefts, under fevere pe- 

(“) Vid. ffbh. t. iv. Chytkjei Cbron. p. 86. 

!A) Norby afterwards enjoyed ment: after which he entered 
the prefecture of Zeli/burg ; but into the fer vice of RuJJia t next 
Ins reltleis and ambitious fpirit of Charles V. and daftly, was 
fet him on frefh revolts, .which flain at the fiege of Florence. 
deprived him of his govern- 
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nsjties, from laying any reftraints on confcience, or toy way 
depriving a man of his reputation, fortune, or liberty, on ac** 
count of bis religious opinions. The do&riXes of the refor¬ 
mation were permitted to be preached publicly ; and thus the 
Romi/h religion loft its influence every day. The Lutherans 
afcribc the king's condu&to piety, while rheir adversaries af¬ 
firm, that policy alone governed his anions *: be that as ie 
will, .his moderation conveys no flight idea of his underftand- 
ing, and certainly, at the time, contributed greatly to his firm 
eftabli/hment on the throne. 

This year the king held a general diet of the ftates, to A. D. 
make fome new regulations in religion, for the qaiflt and re- 1 5 z 7 * 
pofe of the kingdom. Here it was that he firft openly avowed 
himfelf a Proteftant, bitterly inveighed againft. the fpiritua! Frederick 
tyranny q|f the church of Rame t and flopped the perfecu- 9 t**b 
tions of the popifh clergy, by the following a& palled by the c ! ara ** r 
diet: I ft. That every lubjedt of Denmark Ihould be free UyT vtm ^. 
profefs either the docirines of Luther , or of Rome. 2dly 
That no perfon Ihould be molefted on account of his religion, * * 

gdfy, That the king Ihould exert his royal prerogative in de¬ 
fending the reformifts againft the tyranny, ami oppreflion of 
their enemies: and 4thly, Tjjst the religious of all orders 
ihould be permitted to maj 4 y and live in any part of the 
kingdom they thought proper without refpedt to particular 
monafteries, foundations, or focieties. * 

In confequence of this decree all abbeys apd doifters were 
deferted, all auftcrities and celibacy in particular difregarded 5 
Luthcranifn was«publicly preached, and embraced in all quar¬ 
ters } yet (till many warm contefts arofe between the clergy of 
either party, m which the king was forced to interpole. At 
laft the city of* Malmoc created the ftandard or Luther , pub- ai ^ 

licly prohibited mate, idols, and the other fuperftitions of the m ^ C n 

Ramtjb church ; and fet an example, which was foon foi- t l t kadzts 
lowed by the reft of the cities, to the utter extinction of po- oy Romi/h 
pery. The New Teftament, and Pfalms of David , were f u perfti~ 
tranflated into the vernacular language; profeflbrihift of the- tion. 
ology founded, and filled with Proteftant doctors. The bHhops 
took the alarm, and waiting upon the kigg in a body, could 
obtain nothing more, than that the affairs of religion (houhl 
receive farther regulations at the next general diet. 

^Before the diet aft'embted, fome attempts were made by 
Chrifiian for recovering his crown. He had conftantly resided 
in Piandersy and never failed imploring the emperor Charles V. 
to aflift fthim with forces and money, but without fucccfi. 


AD. 

1531. 


* Seckekdorff Ep. 149. 
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That wife prince law too clearly into his chara&er, to belike 
that he could keep poffdlion of an authority which he fo • 
grofly abufed, oiirecover the affections of a free, fpirited peo¬ 
ple, whpm he had endeavoured* to enftave. His prayers, how¬ 
ever, prevailed with Margaret of Aufiria ; Ihc fitted out a 
fleet, and railed a body of forces fh his favour. The fleet 
was Scattered, and ten Ihips loft in a ftorm ; but others landed 
the troops in Sweden and Norway , where they were joined by 
great numbers of difeontented perfons, and particularly by the 
, . . Roman Catholics, who fought their revenge in rebellion. His 
Chriitian arms mac j e f uc h p ro g r efs, as to call upon Frederick's ferious 

** attention*.*. Accotdingly he fitted out a fleet, under the con- 
rtcover his ^ u< “^ Canute Gyilenjiitrn , and Eric GyUen/iiern, brothers to 
ermvn. the viceroy of Norway. Thefe generals fet fail, and came 
up with Cbrijliaris fleet before Bahu\ Here they attacked 
them, and, alter an engagement which lafted the whole day, 
took, funk, burnt, and deftroyed the Flemijh fquadron, with¬ 
out Jetting a fingle Ihip efcapc. 

CHRISTIAN was at this time laying fiege to Aggerbus , 
which he railed on advice of the defeat of his fleet. The 
GyllenJUerns lart&ed their forces, and obliged him to attempt a 
retreat to Sweden , through Tt^Gothland j but he founcl himlelf 
oppofed by a body of three th&aland bode, fent to block up 
the paflage by king Gujiovus. ,Chrijium was now greatly em- 
barrafled. On the one fide he law the forces of Denmark , and 
on the other thole of Sweden , neither of which his fituation 
would permit him to engage with any probability of fucccfs. 
In this dilemma he threw himfclf into thefltown of CcngeL 
which he fortified in the beft manner circumftances would al- 
Jow, rather with a view to procraftinatchis fate, than in cx- 
. pedtation of being able to defend himfelf for any time. Here 
Ne ts made was prefled with famine, deferted by his men, and re- 
frijoner . j uce j fo piteous a condition, that Gyllcnjltern , bifhop of 

Odenfety taking companion on his fulFcrings, ufed all his ar¬ 
guments to prevail upon him to furrender, rather than perilh 
with hunger, which he neceflarily muft in a Ihort time. He 
remembered that Chrijium had formerly been fovereign of three 
powerful kingdoms, ,and was led by his humanity to flipulate 
terms which he had no power to-grant. In a word, he per- 
fuaded that prince to put himfelf in his power, that he might 
conduct him to Frederick, alluring him that the force*’of 
blood would operate fo ftrongly on the king, as to procure 
A. D. Obrijiian the kindeft reception. Gyilenjiiern intended no arti- 
j..« # fice j he firmly believed all that he advanced, and wds greatly 
aftonilhed to find Freehitk inccnfcd at his Conduct. He was 

cve|^ 
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even flung to the heart, on hearing that unfortunate monarch 
was feiaed and imprifbned on his arrival at Cop&bagcn. JHt# 
refcionftrated to Frederick, hut could obtain no red refs. Gkrifa 
* tian was confined and ftri&ly guarded in th$ caftle of Sun* 
derburg* until Frederick's death, which happened at Gottarp on 
the thirteenth of April, in thetyear 1533. 

FREDERICK obtained the name of Pacific, from his aver- 
fion to war, and the moderation of his conduft. He was the 
firft Danijh monarch who had openly embraced and efpoufed 
the reformed religion ; for though it was introduced in the 
reign of his predeceflbr, yet had it made no confiderable pro- 
grefs. Hiftorians greatly celebrate the piety, prudence, and Death mi 
fleady government of this prince. His reign indeed yas prof- 
perous to himfelf and his people *, he lived in their affection, g k j 
died highly adeemed and regretted by one part of his fubje&s i 
while the Roman Catholics, in general, deteft. his memory 
to this day, for effecting a feformation in religion to the 
utter extin&ion of their tyrannical l'uperffition and fpirkual 
power. 


SECT. XIV. ^ 

The Hijiory of the Rjfgn of Chriftian HI. 

CHRISTIAN Iir. 

TpREDERICK was fucceeded by his fon Cfrri/lianlU. go- Difp ut ^ 
JC vernor of Slefwiek and Holfiein in his father’s life-time, about a 
W general diet aflembled at Copenhagen on the twenty-fourth fucctjfor, 
of June, to deliberate on the eledion of a king, to which and the 
Cm'jlian fent two notffemen of diftinftion to appear in his kingdom 
name. All the bifhops and Romijh clergy ftrongly fupported divided 
the intcreft of prince John, fecond fon of Frederick, in oppo- '” to thrte 
fition to Chrifiian , who had embraced the reformed religion. 

They alledged, in favour of this young prince, that he was 
born after his father’s acceffion to the throne, though their 
true motive was, the hopes they entertained of breeding him 
up in their town religion. A third party were for recalling 
Chrijlianll. but this faaion was fmall, and entirely abforbed 
in the two others. X h <? nobility in general fuppoited Chrif 
tian IH. and the clergy, finding they could not carry their . 
point at that time, propofed that the c!e£tiott ihouiu be de¬ 
ferred to the following year, in order that the ftates of Nor¬ 
way might be aflembled, and the feme king feajed o.n the 
throne of tfoth larifcdoms. Tbispropofal having gained the 
^ * c . . . affent 
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aflent ofthe majority, the Hates next refolved to fend an am* 
bally to Mary t governantc of the Low-Countries, to propolis a 
peace, or at leaft a truce lor Tome years. , 

In tbe mean time fomc of the chicfnobility, among whom 
were Magnus Goe and Eric Bonner , entered a proteft againft 
adjourning the diet. In this they bitterly exclaimed againft 
the bilhops, whofe private intercft they affirmed prevailed 
over every meafure for the general good. Having entered 
this proteft they retired into the country, followed by a 
great number of the other nobility, and thus left a” clear 
majority to the clergy in the diet. The bilhops did not fail 
. to take advantage of this circumflance : they propoled the 
. following tjperee, and had influence enough to get it palled; 
firft, that the election of a king (hould be deferred for one 
year j fecondly, that church-lands and monafteries Ihould 
remain in their prefent fituatioij, until the next diet; thirdly, 
that as, the bilhops had drawn up different charges againft 
certain miniflers of the reformed religion, and particularly 
an accufation of a heinous nature again It J. Toujfon , he 
Ihould be obliged to appear and anlwcr to the charge; 
fourthly, that Chri/lian, the oldeft fon of the late king Fre¬ 
derick , Ihould be difqualified from fucceeding to the throne, 
on account of his having ^embraced the reformed religion ; 
and that John, the fecond, fflVuld be bred in the faith of the 
Romijh church, and for that reifon preferred to his brother 
in the future elu&ion a . ° 

In this manner was the kingdom of Denmark divided, af¬ 
ter the deceafe of Frederick. The civil difeontents furniflied 
the regency of Lubeck with an opportunity of renewing their 
attempt to engrofs the whole traffic of the Baltick. The 
means they ufeo to accomplilh this defign were indeed extra¬ 
ordinary, and fuch as require being attefted by good autho¬ 
rity before they could gain credit; but the relation of them 
does not belong to this part of our hiftory (A). 

About 


* Pufferd. t. iv. 


(A) It may be necefikry to 
obferve, that th tLnbeeken had 
formed fchemes the moft am¬ 
bitious and ideal that ever en¬ 
tered the brain of a ienfible peo¬ 
ple. They pmje&ed nothing 
left than the Bnivti&l emoire 
of the North j and in enoea- 
vouring to execute their plan, 
had almoft annihilated ttye very 


being of their little Hate, whofe 
whole ftrength confided in com¬ 
merce, and a confederacy with 
the other hanie-towns. Our 
author alledges, that they pro¬ 
ceeded lo far as to fell the king¬ 
dom of Denmark to Henry VIII. 
of England, and that he advan¬ 
ced on thisjbmrgain the fum of 
twenty thouftnd crowns, with 
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. About this time was held a general diet zx^Odenfee, for A p 
thp de&ion of a fovereign. Chrtjlian of S/efiutci fent am- ,1 ’ 
bATadors thither, who uled every artifice to gain a majority. Severed 
They reprefented, that Denmark being without a head, and diett held 
cxpofed'to a number of enemies, it would be for the public for the 
good that a treaty of perpetual union and alliance were con- tUain •/ 
eluded between Denmarkp Norway , and Heljlein \ a propo- a Jive* 
fition quite agreeable to the fentiments of the diet, though reign, 
it did not take place at that time. They engaged that Cbrif- 
tian would govern the kingdom rather as the father than the 
fovereign of his people. They promifed that he would pre- 
ferve the liberties of the people, and extend as far as was in 
his power, the rights and influence of the nobility ;• but that 
if the diet thought proper to prefer his brother John, he 
would acquiefe in their judgment, and never give him 
any moleftation. They addet^ however their mailer's requeil, 
that the diet would proceed to the ele&ion of a king, in or¬ 
der to flop the confufion and difeord that now diftraded the 
kingdom. Yet after all, this diet likewife broke up without 
coming to any agreement. 

This year ambafladors 'arrived from Sweden, with an ac- The etmhi - 
count of the confpiracy formed by the regency o ("TLubeck againft lions de- 
the king* The Danes offered mgr mediation, without know ‘fit**# *he 
ing that a ftmilar plot was formed againft themfelves. This 1 
ambitious regency, in orderto accomplifh higher views, had Lubeck. 
projected the reiloration 0] (Jbrijlian II. anM in this defign 
they engaged prince Chrglopber of Oldenburg, a cadet of 
that family, archbifhop Troll, John count of Hoya, a neat 
number of exiles. many of the difeontented clergy, and die 
Chief magiftrates of Malmoc and Copenhagen . Chrijlepher of 
Oldenburg was charged with the enterprize of fetting Cbrif- 
tian II. at libefty. With this view he palled tile Elbe at the 
head of four thoufand foot, and then wrote to Chriflian of 
Slefwick , demanding to know why he detained king Chrtjlian 
a prifoner in Sunder burg. He complained that his majefty 
was confined contrary to the faith of a treaty, and the fafe- 
condu< 5 t granted him by Frederick's general. He infifted that 
he ftiould be releafed, otherwife be threatened to employ all 
bis owi^forces, together with thofe of his friends and allies, to 
procure him juftice and his enlargement. 

a promife of paying the remain* intirelv pafled over by our beft 
der on their fulfilling the con- EngUfi aiftonans (»). 
tnd 5 a piece of fecret hiftory 

• (1) Dtt Rtcbtt, t. v. f. St. 
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Dure Chrijlian answered, that the king was confined fay 
order of his late itujefty, in c on fc que nee of repeated renaOri- 
ftrances from the /rates of Dir mark and Sweden : that he 
could not therefore fet him at liberty, without the joint con* 
fent of both thefe nations : aqd finally, |>e gave hirh to un- 
underftand, that in this particular he wa's not his own maf¬ 
ter. But this anfwcr was by no ifteans fat if. factory to Chrif- 
Uphtr , who replied, that he was aftonifhed Chrijlian ftiould 
excufe himfeif by fuch a pretence, as he was independent of 
both kingdoms, ft was notorious, he faid, that Sundcrburg 
belonged to him, and confequcntly he had power to fet at li¬ 
berty a prince confined againtt all law and equity; conclud¬ 
ing that ‘the regency of Lubeck and the Vandal cities would 
intereft themfelves in the affair, and employ force of arms to 
obtain what was dented to fair remonftrances b . 

Having made the fame rqpnonftrances to the fenate of 
Denmark , and with the fame effect, he returned to Lubeck j 
upon which the regency ordered their army to march, under 
the command of VVallenwtber and Marc Meyer, into ILoIJlein. 
Here they raifed heavy contributions, and took the fortreffes 
ot Tritiaw and Eudm. They fortned the liege of Segebcrg , 
took the towft* and were preparing to attack the citadel, 
' when they heard that Chrijlian, living received a rV in force- 
ment from Denmark , was on hit way to give them battle. It 
was the fame Rantzaw, of wjjoi t we have fpoke in the pre¬ 
ceding pages, that now commanded Cbnjiian's forces, at¬ 
tacked the Lubecken , defeated them, and retook Eudin c . 

This defeat did not difeourage the prince of Oldenburg , 
and his confederates the Lubeck generals ;r it only obliged 
them to alter their meafurcs, evacuate Holjlfin , and embark 
their army, in order to invade Denmark and thus divide the 
forces of thatfkingdom. The Holjl/m general made the beft 
ule of their abfence. He penetrated to the town of 7 rave- 
munde , which he befieged and took. Having demolifhed the 
fortrefs of Muggeberg , he began to throw a bridge over the 
7 'rave ; a proceeding which greatly alarmed the city of Lu- 
becky who immediately fent all their forces to oppofe him. 
Thefe Ratitzaw defeated, pulhed farther, and put Chrijlian 
in pofitdfion of both fides of the river, by which means he 
became intire matter of all the Hups in the harbour. Here 
he remained for feme months, burnt at! the lhipping, and 
greatly diftrefied the city of Lubeck . 

In the mean time Denmark was in the moft perilous and 
didrafted condition. George Munier, conful of Malmoc, had 

* Chvtrai Chron, p, 92. * Di$ Ryctits, t. v. p. 51. 
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treacheroufly fetzed upon Gyllenfiem, governor df the citadel* 
a^er which he razed it to the ground, and declared in favour 
of king Cbriftim II. juft as Cbriftopber of Qldenburg entered 
the Ssuyd with his fleet. Munter immediately went on hoard 
the prince’s (hip, and rdatid^ the fucccfs of his enterprise, 
induced Cbriftopber to land his forces. Soon he became maf- 
ter of Rojchild, Kogr, Sock holm, Stega, and Copenhoytn, which 
laft city was furrendcred to him, on condition that he en* 
larged its privileges, and fwore to preferve the inhabitants in 
the free ufe of the Lutheran religion, which they had em¬ 
braced. All thefc places he held in the name of Cbriftian II. 
exacting an oath of allegiance to that prince from the inha¬ 
bitants of the feveral towns and fort relics in his* polRifion. 

In a word, he became mafter of 'Zealand and SJwun, and 
was upon terms with the diet' of Norway for. rdtoiing the 
depofed Cbriftian •*. • 

The illanJs of Laahni, Falftre , and Lang land, having The I,u- 
followcd the example cf Zealand and Scbonen, the Lubetien b-tkers 
beheld with fatisfa&ion the rapid progrds of t' cir aipis, and mafters of 
now thought i£ iftceifary^p juiiu'V their pro ,'tcduigs bv a a great 
manifefto, fetting forth their reafous fur entyjng upon this P art °f , 
war. Byt they were fuch aj^inl^convmced the whole world Denmark, 
of their ambition, which, directed to wrong objedts, 

foo’n turned them into ridiciJrc. In this mar.itel'to they had 
the prefumption to preferihp fh points of acligion to Den¬ 
mark, and talk with an aitj/of authority altogether vain and 
abfurd, bccaufc it was unfupported by adequate power ; for at 
this time Cbriftian III. was laying fiege to the city ; and how-* 
eycr fuccdsful tficir arms were in Denmark , they were re¬ 
duced to the greateft ncceflity at home. Happily however 
for them, the ^1 Jutland refolved to mee» for the elec¬ 

tion of a foveteign. Hoiftein took the Dme refolution, and they 
affembled on the fourth of July, at a place called Rye, near 
Sunderburg. it became the general opinion that their choice 
ought to fall upon a prince capable of governing by hiinfiif, 
and whofe experience and conduct might again re eltablilh 
the tranquillity of the kingdom. A majority of voices de* Chrif- 
clared for dtike Cbriftian , who had an army powerful enough ti an HI. 
to execute his defigns. The ftates of Fionia were invited to eUde, iking 
accede to their cle&ion, and they accepted Cbriftian , to °f Den- 
whom ambafiadors were immediately fent with an offer of mark - 
the crown. * 

The clergy had made fome complaints, on account of 
bis religion, but they were difregarded. John Frit de Hejja- 

* Des Roches, ibid. PuPfend. ibid. 

Mod. Hist.J^ol, XXXfI. F f k&r 
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lager was fenf upon this commiflion, and likewiie charged to 
acquaint Chrijlian , that it was of the utmoft confequence |o 
provide againft the enemy's getting pofielEon of Fionia , 
which had now aeclared for him. Chrijlian kt outdire&ly 
for Her fens, where the nobility and commons of Jutland 
were aflembled to receive him. t Here he was folemnly 
crowned, and acknowledged king of all Denmark , and as 
fuch received the oaths of all prefent. 

King Chrijlian' % fir ft care was to apprize Guftavus of.SW- 
den of his election; to complain of the irregular condu& of the 
Lubtckers j to exhort him to enter Schonen with a force fuffi- 
cient to wreft that province out of the hands of the enemy, 
and rcannex it to Denmark , and, in a word, to humble the 
pride and clip the fearing wings of this ambitious republic. 
Guftavus did not hefitate in what manner he was to adt. He 
longed lor an oecafion to reveftge himfelf on the, Lubeckers, 
and embraced this opportunity. He exhorted the inhabitants 
of Schor.cn to acknowledge Chriftian III. for their fovereign, 
and he.fecondcd his retnonftrances with force. A body of 
troops was marched into the prov^ice, a rich effedlual measures 
taken for driivjg the Lubtckers out of Denmark . 

While Chriftian 111 . was a tJColding, he was ft ruck with 
the revolt of the tftand of^^jwJ^at the inftigaiion olF the 
count of Oldenburg. The btKwhers and peafants rofe 'up 
againft the nobility, and weft; determined to throw off their 
fubjedlion to them, by driving tl\rm out of the ifland. To 
compote thefe troubles, and affift the nobility, Chrijlian fent 
a body of forces, which foon obliged the people to take a 
ficfli oath of allegiance to him; but the ‘count, landing 
fuperior force, had the town of Neoburg treacheroufly fur- 
rendered to Mm, and a new infurrcdlidh marfe in his favour, 
which in a ffiott time put him in pofleflion of the whole 
illand. 

At the fame time the duke of Mecklenburg and landgrave 
of Heffe, mediated a peace between the city of Lubeck and 
dutchy of Holjtein , in which both fidcs agreed to give no af- 
fiftunce to each other’s enemies. By this means Chriftian 
was enabled to employ all his forces in Denmark p and he ac¬ 
cordingly marched an army into North Jutland , i/Iider the 
command of the celebrated Kantzoiv an<j Eric Banner. Thefe 
two generals marched diredlly to Alburg , a town taken by 
Clement, a LubAk pirate, who was encamped with a body of 
peafants before the walls. Rantzaw attacked this corps, de¬ 
feated Clement , and took the town by afiault, putting the gar- 
rilon to the I'word. Clement efcaped out # of*the battle, but 
was afterwards taken at Folding, confined in priion till the 
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ytak 1536, and then beheaded. His bead wa*s fixed on a 
flake in the market-place, and crowned in derifion with a 
* leaden crown, on account of his infoience in proclaiming Chrifi 
turn II.. 

Although this advantage decided nothing, yet it pro¬ 
duced overtures for peac<% and an interview between Chrif- 
tian and the count of Oldenburg,, which broke up without 
any determination, befides that of deciding the difference by 
the (word. When the count returned to Copenhagen, he af- 
fembled the dates, and demanded a fupply of money. As 
the treafury was extremely exhaufted, and the country im- 
poveri(hed, he propofed that the nobility and gentry fhould 
difpofe of their wires, jewels, and trinkets ; but this was an 
expedient with Which they did not chufe to comply, though 
they found means to raife the fum required. Scarce was this 
affair finifhed, when George Afunter and Ambnfe entered the 
afiembly with a bitter complaint againfl: the nobility and fe- 
nate, whom they aceufed as the authors of all the national 
misfortunes, by djjpolII. They demanded 
therefore that -fchtf countwould punilh them according to 
their deferts. Fear fer/.cd me whole alfembly/and no man 
ventuud withdraw, until Abe epunt had given them a lb - 
lenyrafluranre, that no vijffeiyJ? fhould he offered. 

It was now that the c6um's wicked defigns came to be 
difclofed. He had hid a fefteme for the deduction of the 
nobility of Schonen , whom tyraflcmblcd at Landfcroon for that 
purpofe, and was juft readf* to give the finilhing blow, when 
Guftavus appeared^ery providentially at the head of an army, 
on the borders of the province. He was inftantly joined by 
five hundred nobility and gentry, who affifted in driving the 
count's forces <«uc of ochonen t with which trJhfa£toon the 
year 1534 concluded. 

In the month of January the Swedijh army entered Hal- a, p), 
land* and began their operations by laying fiege to Hclmftadt. 15^5- 
After remaining fume days before the town, the magiftrates Progte/t e>f 
declared voluntarily for Chrijtian III. upon which the Siuedijh ChrillianV 
army proceeded on their march. Palling through the coun- arms* 
try round htelfmburg, Landfcroon , and Adalmoe , they were 
joined by |;rcat numbers of die nobility and gentry, and foon 
after gave batde and> .obtained a complete victory over the 
earl ol Oldenburg , and the forces of Lubeck. Here the ear! 
loft his beil officers and foldiers, who were either killed or 
made prifoners. A ftrong reinforcement was then lent by 
Chriftian III. by means of which the Swedijh army was en¬ 
abled to lay fiege to *Ma!moe and Landfcroon at the lame time. 

But, the victory at Helfmburg bad more important conle- 
qusnees. It die noHlity of Norway to declare in 
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favour of the new king § but this advantage was counterba¬ 
lanced by tome inconveniences. Meyer the Lubeck genet”l 
and burgomafterfbeing taken in the engagement, a difpute 
arofe between the Swedes and Danes. The former jnfifted 
upon his being their prifoner, *becaufc the victory was ob¬ 
tained by their forces, and the lattcj urged, that it was more 
reafonable he fttould belongto them, as he had immediately 
furrendered to the Danes. This difference was carried high; 
but at length terminated by an agreement, that he (hould be 
confined in the frontier town of Jl'ardebetg. Here he was 
a prifoner on parole j and Meyer ui'ed this opportunity not 
only to obtain his liberty, but to prevail on the magiflrates 
to declare for Chriftian XI. and afterwards to feize on the ci¬ 
tadel both which fucceeded to his with. 

In the mean time the regency had engaged the duke of 
Mecklenburg in their intereft, and lent him with -a fleet to 
Copenhagen , in order to attempt the relcafeof Chriftian II. (A) 
but a difference ariflng between him and the eail, about the 
command of the army, Lubeck derived but little advantage 
from this alliance. Mot long afw their in Fiona was 
defeated and „'ut in pieces by Frmtzeni\ a great number of 
foldiers and officers kdlcd or tako prifoners, and am^ng the 
latter aichbifhop Troll* who £$m^ftcr died of his wound?. 

From Vion'ta Rantzaio paflco^irKo Zealand. Here he Was 
joined by the king in perfon, ahd'^lege laid to Copenhagen. The 
fieges ofMahnec and Lanilfcro:n w^i e likewife vigoroufly pufhed 
in Scbonetty wn&Wardcbtrg wrefted out of the enemy’s hands 
by Nadon Wfton. Thus every thing confpiryd to ruin the de- 
figns of the Lubcckers , and firmly to eftabiifh the new king 
on the throne, who was now folemnly crowned at Odenjet 
king of Denmark and Norway. • » 

During the fiege of Copenhagen , Chriftian , contrary to 
Interview (he advice of his council, made a dangerous vifit to Gufta- 

Chriftian vus at ^ toc ^'°‘ Tn ’ ^* s intention was to concert mcafures with 
< *.v/Guf- P r * nce a g a '°ft the defigns ol the emperor, who, under 
tavus. the pretence of procuring the ctown of Denmark tax the elec¬ 
tor Frederic Palatine, projected a liehcme for reducing the 
three northern crowns under his own obedience'. The Da~ 
njjh hiftorians aliedge, that Guftavus made certain demands, 
with which Chriftian could not comply aud that the man¬ 
ner in which the Swedijh monarch received this denial, obliged 
Chriftian to retife with the utmoft expedition out of Sweden . 
It is affirmed, that queen Chriftina gave him notice of certain 
plots contrived agatnft him, and that Gujiuvus aftcrwaids 
ui'ed this prmcefs fo ill, that (he died of'giief; but thefe are 


(A) Chriftian was confined in tlie citadel which hadnotQtr 
rendered to the Lubeck fleet. 
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the wife infinuations of writers, who would appear knoto- 
ftg in the myfteries of ftate, by affecting an air of obfcu- 
rity *. It is certain that thefe conjefturA are diametrically 
oppofifc to the aflertions qf the Swedijh hittorians, and in¬ 
deed to the character of the heroic Guftavus. Whatever re- 
fentment Guftavus harboured, he entirely concealed it, and 
took every meafurc to perform his engagements, and eftablifh 
Chriftian on the throne. Nay, to the Swedifl) troops may 
we in a great meafure aferibe the reduction of Copenhagen , 
which together with Landfroon were furrendered the follow¬ 
ing year after a long fiege. 

Now it was that the emperor began to concern himfelf A. D. 
in the affairs of Denmark and to pufh the intereft of the 1536. 
eleflor-palatine. With this view he lent an ambafTador to Theem- 


thc duke of Saxony and landgrave of Hejfe y declaring Chrif- *«- 
tian 111. *an ufurper, and pleading the right of the elector, deavourt 
This ambafly had no effect; for thefe princes jointly re - t0 . P rccurs 
plied, that his imperial majefty had no bufinefs with the af- 
fairs of Dcnmark^atttG^tyt Chriftian’s claim was undoubted, 
as the oldeft-nSn of kin Frederic, folemnly called to the 
throne by the ftates of thejtingdom. The enfperor received Palatine, 
anmttfrtheck from the pjfrosgf.'Uis of the earl of Oldenburg , 
yjno bega 


began to afpire at«h^ ^rown; with which intention 


he fent a faithful emiffary Xm tj?e Low- Countries to found the 
inclinations of the governinte, to demand Succours to raife 
the fiege of Copenhagen t And the widow o£ Francis Sforxa 
duke of Milan in marriage. But he met with a repulfe, the 
governance declaring in favour of the elc&or-palatine. 

* The new king Chriftian was not ignorant of what was'tranf- 
afling at the emperor's court. Some letters of the gover- 
nante’s whichintercepted, gave him a mofe diftind: idea 


of the intrigues carrying on againft him, and of the ele&or’s 
ftrength. One of thefe letters was addrefied to the garrifon 
of Copenhagen , exhorting them to be of good courage, as 
the ele&or would fpecdily raife the fiege with a numerous 
fleet and army. It was now the whole fcopc of Chriftian ’s 
politics to jfruftrate all thefe machinations. In the firft place 
he entered into a treaty with Menardde Hour 9 who had long 
commanded the forces of the duke of Gueldres , whereby that 
officer undertook td* make a diverfion in Ems t by attacking 
the emperor’s troops in thefe quarters. Thjs general, whofe 
predominant paffion was the love of fighting, immediately 
entered upon action, and made himfelf mafter of feveral 
places in mat country, in the name of Chriftian III. 


Des Roches, t. v.* p. 72. 
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Various While M$nard was employing the forces of the empire 

operations round Groningen, an interefting feene pafled in Nortoafi 
on both Chriftian had Tent deputies to the archbifhop Olaus, to keep 

fides. him and the dates of No? way (firm in their alliance and 

union with Denmark. Every thing appeared to fucceed ac¬ 
cording to his with, when an ambafly arrived from the Ne¬ 
therlands, with magnificent prefents to the prelate from the 
govemante. The inftrudlions of the Flemijb ambafladors 
were to exhort the archbifhop and dates, in the cmperor’9 
name, to remain firm in the duty they had fworn to Chrif¬ 
tian II. when that prince was in Norway. The ambafladors 
promised tha* in this they fliould be powerfully fupported by 
a fleet, which the elector-palatine would command in perfon, 
on their coaft. (iained by their prefents and promifes, the 
treacherous prelate ordered the, Danijh deputies to be feized 
and put in irons. He tlrangled in prifon the proficient Vin¬ 
cent, againft whom he bore an antient grudge. He difperfed 
troops in the different quarters of the kingdom, to oblige the 
people to declare in favour of tbc'lJeCto«;. He went ftili 
farther, and had himfelf crowned/cing, in tht i.r.me of that 
prince. Moft’ of the nobility werc^ftrongly attached to Chrif¬ 
tian III. but the dread of the refentment*o'f'tfhis 

powerful pi elate, kept them rfentfand inactive. Eric Gy)- 
ienftiern alone had the corn age V) Vet the remaining Danijh 
deputies m liberty, with whom heWcc fail for Denmark. 

This fudden change in the affalhs of Norway , and the ra¬ 
pid progress the elector-palatine was* making to afeend the 
throne, obliged the regency of Lubeck fiift t$ think of peace. 
Their eves were now opened, the expcnces of the war be¬ 
came grievous, and their fine ideal pl^p of empire vanifhed 
and mouldered in the teft of rigid enquiry. Thfcyfolicited the 
elector or Saxonv, the landgrave of HrJJe, and the cities Bre¬ 
men , Hamburg, Magdeburg , and Brunfivick , to interpofe their 
mediation between them and Chriftian III. and to regulate the 
conditions of peace. 

Peace be- Deputies from all thefe powers met at Hamburg , and or- 
t-wten dained, that hoftilities fliould immediately ceafe between Den- 
Dcnmark mar j. an( j Lubeck, and that their antient friendship %>uld be 
*«</ Lu- renewed j that the ifland of Bornholm fliould be ceded in 
bcck ‘ furety to the regency of Lubeck , for the*fpace of fifty years, 
and until the kin* paid them fifteen thoufand ducats, on ac¬ 
count of their obliging the earl of Oldenburg to evacuate Den¬ 
mark. Chriftian acceded the more readily to thefe conditions, 
that he faw a new enemy rife up againft Jiim, thq kingdom 
drained of money, and the people tired out with the long con¬ 
tinuance of the war. One circumftance alone cn>b»rta&^. 

him; 
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him; it was his having concluded this peace without confult- 
4 ng Guftavus, and even contrary to the treaty with him. In 
eftelt, Guftavus refented his conduct, and|gave orders to his 
forces to evacuate Denmark. He likewife demanded the mo¬ 
ney he had lent Cbriftian , or rather the provinces of IVyck and 
Babus. , 

The Danijb monarch was not ignorant of what confc- 
quence it was to live on terms of amity with Guftavus . He 
immediately fent an ambafly to him to excure his conduit, by 
alluring him, that the time allowed for concluding the treaty 
was too Ihort to admit of confulting his inclinations j and 
that he feared if he did not embrace the occafion„the city of 
Lubeck would join with the elector-palatine. It? fait, it was 
no lefs the intereft of Guftavus than of Cbriftian , that the two 
nations fhould continue in friendlhip. He therefore prudently 
admitted the ambaflador’s Spology, demanded a renewal of 
the league between the two kingdoms, and countermanded 
the return of his troops.' Still, however, he refufed to fign 
the peace with Lu^aU^and his perfeverancc in this drove the 
regency toJteVff^airJdhat they even confpired againft his 
life, a Adjured ruffians, wqb undertook to potion, or blow him 
up iwti gunpowder, place w under his feat at church. 

was in .confequcnqwoHffi'is peace, that George Munter , 

Teeing no hopes of fuccolrsfrom the Low Countries , from Lu¬ 
beck ^ or from the ele&or-wlafine, and that Jus fellow fubjeHs 
were tired out with the war, determined to throw himfclf upon 
the king’s clemency, a m do all in his power to forward his 
caufe, and promote the tranquility and repofe of the country; 

* Malmoe , of which he was governor, he furrendered before the 
operations of the befiegers had compelled him, and he fet out 
for Copenhagen* to endeavour to perfuade the gasrifon and inha¬ 
bitants to fubmit. By this means it was that thefe important 
places came into.the king’s hands, though, indeed, m Copen¬ 
hagen the garrifon was reduced to fuch (traits, that dogs, cats, 
rats, and the molt loathfome animals, were thought delicious 
food. Children, after fucking all the milk in the mother's 
bread, drank their own blood, and perithed in the arms of 
their pardhts. The people became fo feeble with hunger, that 
they dropt down dead in the itreet, were often found dead in 
their beds, and ydid they (till perfevere in their refufal to 
furrender, until George Munter came among them. 

After inexpreffible miseries fuftained, J at lad Copenhagen Copenha- 
furrendered ; and duke Albert * and the .earl of Oldenburg, gen fur- 
were forced to throw themfielves at the king’s feet to obtain renders to 
pardon* ' While the earl was in .this .Supplicating pofturc, the Chrif- 
Jyp£4£praached him with imrn&leritercd, Haifa* without any l * an HI* 

~ - fubject 
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fubjeft of complaint, without any declaration of war, to 
plunder and lay watte like a robber. He accufed him cf 
having taken arms Co fupport the unjuft quarrel of Lubeck , and 
of ben i’ tbc ocean on of all the bloodfhed in Denmark ; add¬ 
ing, thai now was the time tef gratify his vengeance, but 
that, in confideration of their affinity by blood, he pardoned 
him. 

As foon as the new king found himfelf in pottefBon of the 
capital, he laboured to execute a plan communicated to him 
by Gu,hvus, for reducing the temporal power of the bifhops 
.and clergy, who were the great {ticklers againft his eledtion. 
He faw hipifclf fupported by the fenate and nobility, who had 
placed tire clown on his head j without fear therefore he at¬ 
tacked the clergy of higheft dignity and influence. With 
this view he aflembled a diet at Odenfee, and took the hi ft fteps 
towaids depofing the bifhops, add favouring the reformed re¬ 
ligion. An order was iflued for apprehending them all i and 
Bi/de, bifhop of Arhus, alone found means to efcape. A few 
of them became martyrs to their religyvj-, particularly the bi¬ 
fhop of Rofcbild, who fuffered hii/.amily f*i.be„perfecuted, 
himfelf to be deprived of his dign/y and fee, to be confined 
in prifon, and even in irons, in Wf^ch he died, withoig-rqak* 
ing the leaf! recantation, or^* lifjT 
modatirig himfelf to the kings 

The diet patted a decree, fthdjpby all the church-lands, 
towns, fortrefies, and villages, wefc annexed to the crown, 
and the temporal power of the clergjKfor ever abolifhcd. They 
even went fo far as to incur the difplcafurc of Luther himfelf, 
who wrote the kmg a letter from Germany, exhorting him to 
ufe the clergy with more lenity; and though he difapproved 
the dodtrine, yat to pay the due refpedt t<? the nr hitters of the 
antient religion of the kingdom. He told him, that intirely 
abolifhing the temporal power of the church was robbing the 
crown of one of the flrongcft pillars of its prerogativej and, 
indeed, Chrtjlian did not enough attend to the confequences 
of the exorbitant power now lodged in the hands of the nobi¬ 
lity. The equipoife of government was deftroyed with the 
power of the bifhops ; the four different orders of the people 
were all abforbed in the grandeur of the nohiliry, add even 
the royal prerogative dwindled to a dependence on their will. 

In this fituaiion flood the affairs of Denmark , when the 
king began ferioufty to prepare for the reduction of Norway, 
in confequence of a treaty concluded with the governante of 
the Low Countries^ The archbifttop Glaus having notice of 
his intention, and of the revolution in th£ church‘of; Dm* 
mark, fent deputies to 'folicit his majefty’s pardon* 

* mifing 
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fniflng to place the crown of Norway upon his hrttd, and get 
him acknowledged by the ftatcs of the kingdom. But inftead 
of receiving his deputation, Cbri/lian ordered} his ficet to in¬ 
vade Norway, which obliged the archbiihop to embark with 
all his jewels and effects for Holland. Immediately on his de¬ 
parture, the whole kingdom returned to the obedience of 
Chriftian , who was folemnly crowned king. 

It could not be imagined, that a prince who had perfccuted 
the bifliops with fo much feverity, would leave the inferior 
clergy of the Romifts religion unmolefted. A confeffion of 
faith was drawn up, and prefented to them, with the alterna¬ 
tive either of figning it or quitting the kingdom. TJie latter 
was preferred by great numbers, who retired into Germany and 
the Netherlands : thus the reformed religion was completely 
eftabliflu-d in Denmark, the power of the nobility raifed to ex- 
ccfs, on the ruins of the epifcopal grandeur ; the burghers 
and peafants reduced to a more fervile ftate under their haughty 
lords, than they had ever known under the moft dcfpotic ex¬ 
ertions of papiftical ; and the royal prerogative ren¬ 

dered merclvjUfvllf, ana A fhadow which vanifhed at the 
will of Upe nobles. It islhrue, that Chriftian fupported his 
crown, .^h its antient luftrykbut the nobility were not yet 
becpfne fufficiently acquainpaVitn their own power, which 
tfltreafed daily, until their priie at latt effected a revolution, 
that turned the fcale whollyftn tkvour of the erown, and ren¬ 
dered Denmark as abfolute irmonarchy as any in Europe. 

For the fpace of two-^ears Denmark enjefyed a profound Denmark 
peace at home and abroad; an opportunity which Chriftian enjoys pro- 
affiduoufty improved to the good of his people, eftablifh- found 
ing fuch regulations as he thought would beft promote their peaee, 
felicity. He wa%likev 9 ife endeavouring to confirm this repofe 
by foreign alliances, and to terminate all his differences with 
neighbouring ftates, when, of a fudden, he faw his crown 
threatened with a ftorm equally violent and unexpected. The 
eledtor-palatinc, having levied forces in Lower Saxony, march¬ 
ed in an hoftile manner into the dutchy of Holjlein , deftroy- 
ing all before him with fire and fword j but this expedition 
was but of* fhort duration ; the Hamburgers interpofed, and 
obliged # thc eledtor to return with more precipitation than he 
had marched with into the country. 

Nor was this ail ; Gufavus had this year prefented Chrif- j± m jy p 
tian with a long bill of complaints, contacting a variety of 1539. 
articles, to each of which he demanded an explicit anfwer. 

Among other articles, he accufed Chriftian of debauching h s 
foldiers and officer?from their allegiance to him, and incor- 
jjppi img them with the troops of Denmark 5 a bad requital 
-' • 0 t 
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of the matfy fervices he had done to him; In particular he 
alledged, that when the Swedijh fleet arrived in the Satnd ^ 
Melchior Rantzfnv had encouraged the defertton of his failors, 
and manned the Danijh fleet with thofe deferters; that Chrif- 
tian had refufed to accommodate his fleet with provifions, 
agreeable to the treaty between *the two crowns ; that the 
Danes had feized upon Meyer , burgomafter of Lubcck, though 
in fadf he was the prifoner of the Swedijh general, together 
with a variety of other articles of lefs confequence, and*which 
only fhewed Guftavus’s deftre of coming to a rupture with 
Denmark. 

To ^nfwer thcfc complaints Chrijlian fent ambafladors to 
Calmar , where the Swedijh monarch at that time refided. 
They apologized in the belt manner for their matter's conduct, 
but referred the final regulation to plenipotentiaries, which 
were to meet the following yebr on the frontiers. r 

While the king was butted in preparing their inftruftions 
for the plenipotentiaries, the prefedi of Salt halm was murdered, 
together with feveral of his dom^v7\ at the inttigation of 
bifhop Augmund. On the firft * "lice of this b&rrid adl, the 
king ittued orders to Chri/lcpher , iljddty governoi'^of Dron - 
theim , to pafs with two ftyps * war to the ifland,^*Make a 
frelh oath of allegiance froixftt habitants, feize upo\the 
bifhop, and place in his room^ oteftant minifter. AbSut 
the fame time a*Jettcr came h\ majetty from the landgrave 
of HeJJty ferioufly advittng him \p treat with the elector-pa¬ 
latine concerning the dowry of Dorothea his wife, as the beft 
means of paving the way to an accommodation with the em¬ 
peror. He ottered likewife his mediation on this occafion ; 
but Chriftian anfwercd, that as he had ambafladors in Ghent y 
he would fquare his condudt by the accounts be ihould receive 
from them. A negotiation in the end was fet on foot; but 
after much altercation, the breach feemed rather wider than 
before ; and both the emperor and governante declared to the 
German princes, that they had made overtures the moft rea¬ 
sonable, which Chriftian rejected, while the Danijh monarch 
on the other fide made ttniilar complaints and protettations. 

Nor were the differences between Denmark %nd Sweden 
more eattly terminated. Their mutual interetts kept them 
united ; yet did they live in a ttate of perpetual enmity arid 
defiance. Gujiavus f unfatisfied with the acquitttion of a king¬ 
dom difmembcrdd, thought of nothing but re-uniting it | 
while Chriftian , on his -fide, could not altogether forget his 
claim to the crown of Sweden. Frequent congrefles were 
held j but they, all concluded in nothing rrfbre than fixing the 
fum due to Gufttnms by'the Danijh monarch, and thej$cq£gf 

/payment. 
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payment. As the Swedi/h monarch thought himfelf hardly 
p ufetf in the redu&km of this fum Far below his expedition, 
he made new claims, which fruftrated the ttfeds of all for¬ 
mer agreements, prolonged th^ negotiations, and atUftocca- 
fioned their breaking up without eftablilbing a coalition, or 
even tolerably reconciling she parties to each other. At Uft 
the two princes had an interview, which terminated happily in p ta(t fMm 
a peace for five years, during which time they were to decide ^ 
all their difputes, except what regarded the ifland ot Gothland. f!lvteH 
It was believed that this affair required more time, as the cafe Denmark 
was intricate, and many documents to be examined on both ane i Swe- 
fides, in fupport of their fcveral claims. It would indeed have den. 
been extremely impolitic in the northern princes, at a time 
when the emperor was lying in wait for fuch an advantage, in 
order to fuze upon the crqwns of the three kingdoms, 
as it evidently appeared was nis defign. Chriftianll. had 
made it an article in the marriage-contrail with the emperor’s 
filler, that his crown fhould devolve upon Charles , fhouldhe 
die without iifue ggr«hyw^nd his fupporting the eledlor-pala- 
tine was ncrtHiiK/ more thA a previous ftep to further decla¬ 
rations. jffne ambition of marles V. grew up With his pow¬ 
er : he )themed univerfal m&archy, and Guftavus and Chrif- 
tianf had every thing to fpr mbm bis abilities. This it waa 
tfiat kept them united, am Jbhgcd them to look round for 
other alliances, the more fejurcly to fortify thcmfelves againft 
all attacks on the fide of G/rmany. Accordingly a treaty was 
(truck up with Francis 1.4ting of France , whom they looked 
upon as the moft convenient ally, on account of his courage, Treaty bt- 
his animofity to Charles , and the powerful diverfions which his t™"* 
fituation enabled him Jp make in their favour. In this treaty *® mar,c 
of alliance, Clfriftian promifed to deny the pillage of the fY ance 
Sound to all the enemies of France (A)'. ^ ^ 

Notwithstanding Chrijlian found himfelf ftrengthened , * z * 
by thefe alliances, he continued his negotiations for a peace * 
with the princefs-governante of the Netherlands , and the Ham - 
burghers ufed their uttnoft endeavours to conciliate them; but nan f eo fJ }e 
the princefs demanding the free paflage of the Sound for the Lq W 
Hollanders* the conference was broke off, and all the (hipsCountries 
and merchandize of the Hamburghers feized in the ports of declarer 
(he Netherlands , under pretence of that city’s being fubjedt to w on 
Holftein , and confequentty to Denmark. This a&ion was Denmark, 
therefore looked upon as juft repri&ls for the ravages com- 

(A) T^c treaty of alliance between France and the northern 
crowns, was concluded in the year 1542. 


mined 
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mitted by general Menard round Groningen, Immediately 
after an edidt was publilhed, whereby all the fubje&s of*thc 
Netherlands wefle permitted to cruife upon the Danes, The 
fea was covered with privateers, who excrcifcd the utmoft 
cruelty on the prifoners they made. Chriftian repelled thefe 
attacks, by giving the fame licence to his fubje&s * and thus a 
fort of piratical war was carried on, without any open decla¬ 
ration of a rupture between the princefs-govcinante and his 
Danijh majefty. 

In the mean time an infurreflion appeared in the province 
HebeUian of Smalandia , which obliged Gaftavus to have recourfe to 
ijb Sweden. Denmark: for a IT. (lance againll the rebels. Chrijtian readily 
lent him a fum of money, and a body of infantry commanded 
by Eric Banner and Holger Rofencrantz , by means of whole 
valour Guftavus quafhed the rebellion more eafily than he ex¬ 
pelled. It was difeovered, by intercepted letters, that the 
elc&or-palatine, the bifhop of Scara, and the other exiles, had 
fomented this rebellion. Many ftrangers, charged with let¬ 
ters, were feized in Norway , on tb^SF^fc^y to Sweden, and all 
of them fent by the king’s order* I'd Guftaftttn" Chriftian did 
more : he ordered his governors /b keep ttri& watcfc'at all the 
ports, and fent fquadrons to cnw?“ along the coafts to prevent 
beingfurprifed. Nor was all*this^are merely on accourtt.of 
Guftavus: many of the intercepts letters intimated defigns 
on Denmark^ which gave the n.tt intimation of the league 
between the northern crowns anV^ the proteflant princes of 
Germany . c * 

As the war, which now happened bet -een the emperor 
War be - and the northern crowns, relates chiefly to Sweden , we fhall 
tween the not here enter upon the particulars of ir. Almoft all the at- 
emptror tempts of thf eleltor Palatine were made cf*i* that fide: the 

an * emperor’s edicts were publifiled againft Guftavus in particular, 

northern gn( j £) enma rk had little fiiarc in thefe tranfadions, otherwife 
crowns. t ) ian as t h e a jjy 0 f the Swedijb monarch, interefied alfo to 
preferve the ballance of power, and prevent the houfe of Auf- 
tria from growing too potent. Towards the clofe of the 
year 1543, Chriftian indeed pubfifiied a manifeflo, declaring, 
that he had repeatedly fought to terminate his differences with 
Chriftian’; the emperor amicably, but without being able to obtain 
manfefh, equitable terms: that he had been for fdveral years kept in a 
Hate of irkfome fufpcnce, whether he was to ex pelt peace or 
war, whether he was to enjoy the friendship of the houfe of 
Auftria, or to prepare for the defence of his crown and 'king¬ 
dom againft their ambitious defigns: that his intention in 
feizing on the Elemifh ihips in die Stand, was to draw the court 
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of Bmjftls to an open declaration either of pcace«or war ; but 
as ^bis meafure haJ n m the deiired effeft, he would now exert 
• the means given him by Providence to fecure his people, and 
obtain his own juft demands. Immediately after the publica¬ 
tion of this manifefto, he feat a fquadron of forty Aiips to 
fca, on board which he embarked ten thou (and land-forces. 

This formidable armameAt was defined again!! the Nether¬ 
lands ; but it was difperfed in a ftorm, that fruitrated the 
whole projeft (A). 

After this we read of no preparations againft the Flemings , A, D. 

nor any hoftilitics committed between them and Denmark. 1544- 
On the contrary, a general peace was reftoied this year to Peon with 
Denmark by a treaty ftruck up with the court *f * Brujfels y ti>e Nc- 
whereby the Flemings were permitted the paffage of the Sound % therlands. 
and freely to navigate the Baltick. Soon after, this another 
treaty of peace was figned at Spires , between the emperor, on 
the one hand, and Chriftian on the other, whereby each re¬ 
nounced all alliances contrary to the intcrcft of the other. 

CHRISTIAN , finding himfelf now in the quiet poffcffion 
of his crown, in ptice’vjth all foreign powers, jn alliance 
with his a«i^!?bours f and mvercign of the hearjs of his fub- 
jefts, a 1 /in confequence a\ his own courage, perfevcrance, 
an<tpru<fence, turned his auc^tiSn to domeltic affairs. He 
began with difmembrring^is dTominions, in order to provide Chriftian 
for his brothers. With tbfe .princes John and Adolphus he difunites 
{hared Holftein , leaving it 'o fome future occafion to make Holftem 
provifion for Frederick, ^/was contrary to an aft, palled on an d Slef- 
Frederick' s acceflion, ever to feparate Slefwick or Holftein from wick from 
tfie crown. Thd'Ynany inconveniences, the wars, and blood- f ^ e crorwnm 
(bed, confequent on the inveftiture of Slefwick by Olaus, had 
determined the. diet up this adt. All the world ^vas aftonifhed 
at this difmemberment-: the ftates exclaimed againft a mea¬ 
fure fo contrary to law, and fo pernicious in effedt; but Chrif- 
tian’s tender regard for his brothers overbailunccd every motive 
of policy. Heperfuaded himfelf, that he had fufficiently ad¬ 
hered to the above aft by explaining away its meaning, and 
fubftituting a perpetual union of government between the 
dutchies aid the crown; that they fhould be feparate in 
particular rights and privileges, but combined by the ftrongeft 
and moil indiffolubie ties of amity, intereft, and friendlhip. 

(A) The Danijh writers al- that force w|$ intended to alfill 
ledge, that this fleet caufed con- the French king, with whom he 
fiderable uneafinefs to Harry was at war; but he could ob- 
VIII. of, England. Before it tain no other anfwer, than that 
failed, he fent ~ah envoy to Chriflian had no quarrel with 
fth demanding, whether the king of England. 

We 
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We (hall have occafion to (peak more particularly of thtf 
union, confirmed and explained in a treaty between Chrift^ni 
IV. and Frederick duke of Holftein-Gottorp 9 in the year 1623 : 
fufficient it is to obferve in this place, that though the mea- 
fure was in itfelf inconfilient fvith found policy, yet was it 
attended with no bad confequence for a long time, as the 
union remained inviolate for the fpace of one hundred and fifty 


years. 

Chriftian Nothing material occurs in the hiftory of this country 
It. re- before the year 1546, when Chriftian II. renounced, in the 

nounces all mod folemn manner, all right and claim to the crowns of 
tlaim to Denmark and Norway , excluding likewife his heirs and fuc- 
the erown cefi’ors fr&nt. all pretenfions to the fucceftion. He acknow- 
Den- ] t Jged the elections of Frederick and Chriftian III. to be legal i 
D ce< ^ c< * c * a,rn to dutchies of Slefwick , lfolftein 9 and 
* ^ Stormar , together with the privilege obtained from, the em- 
v * ’ peror of rendering it unnecelLry to receive the inveftiture of 
lioljiein at the hands of the archbifhop of Luhetk. Finally, 
he Iblemnly promifed never to adt fccrctly or openly to the 
prejudice of Chriftian , or the d ukey* j\F£oific{n ; never to go 
out of the fortrels o L Calient;urg, hrjt with the kmg'.^confent; 
or hold converfation with any ftraiger, but in preicnqJL. of the 
governor of the citadel. He/^kallowed the privilege of 
hunting and fifhiog within the intifg^dton of Callenburg 9 and a 
haudfome appointment was fett^dypon him, and certain other 
ptivilcgcs, in confequence of the ureaty concluded with the 
emperor af Spire 1. \ 

Every thing fuccecded to Chriftian s wifh; and he was 
now one of the happieft and moll profperoits princes in £u+ 


r'/pe 9 without any thing of confequence to difturb him either 
at home or abroad, unlels we except arf-’adt pgfTed in Sweden , 
out of the great regard the people had for Guftavus. This 
'was an adt whereby the crown was made hereditary in favour 
not only of the lineal, but of the collateral defendants of 


Guftavus ; an a/I that wholly deftroyed the very being of the 
union of Cahru:r 9 and for ever excluded Chriftian and the 
tamily of Oldenburg. The Danijh monarch, finding there 
was no remedy, determined however to make fome public de¬ 
claration of his right. Accordingly he ordered inoncf to be 
coined bearing three crowns, which are ^ie arms of Sweden , 
thereby intimating his light to the throne of that kingdom. 
Guftavus immediately complained of this affront ; but he 
could obtain no rcdrels from a prince who could not forget his 
pretenfions, and whole heart was elated with the fuccefs {hat 
had ever attended all his enterpri/.es. He therefore Aofe ra¬ 
ther to (lifle his refentment than enter upon a war, the 
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of which was at bed uncertain, and might be dtftru&ive to 
himfelf and his pofterity. 

This year duke Frederick., eldeft fon of Cbriflian , was A. D. 
crowned king of Denmark and Norway , the’fuccdfion being 1547. 
fettled by a decree of the diet in his perfon. At the fame diet 
warm difputes arofe, whether their anticnt piivilcges of 
trading to Denmark fhou)d*be continued to the Vandal cities. 

Many perfons were for excluding thefe cities, on account of 
the pjrt they took in the late war againft Denmark ; while 
others as ftrenuoufly infilled, that this was punching them- 
felves, in order to be revenged on their enemies, as the fub- 
je<£ts of Denmark mull grow poorer in proportion to the dimi¬ 
nution and decreafe of their commerce. At laft the'queftion 
was carried in the affirmative, and thefe cities were confirmed 
in all the privileges they ever enjoyed. • 

The rqjnaindcr of Chrijlia^ s reign affords no tranfa&ions Condufan 
that can make any figure in hiftory. Denmark enjoyed the of Chnf- 
moft profound repofc, the happy fruits of that love of peace 
and juflice which conflituted the fhining part of Cbrtfuan\ rei S. n ‘ 
character. It is was intrepid, valiant, and fond of 

glory; yet hiTregard for tnp good of his fubje^s made him 
fupprefs /. V very diclate of aml^rion, and even refufe any addi- His death 
tion to lf»s dominions, whiyii faid were extenfive enough lh a- 
for any prince who would'^eign‘con bientioufly. An inftancc 
of this happened, in refufing^ thevofter made by the magiftrates 
of Revel of putting the city into his hands. As it is difficult, 
therefore, to (late, in a j^tint of view tolerably entertaining 
or ufefuJ, a feries of negotiations, all tending to preferve peace 
and harmony in Ui 5 » kingdom, we fhall clofe the reign of this 
mod exemplary prince with obferving, that he was equally 
the father of all his fuVjects and of his own family ; a glorious 
elogy acquired,*after a reign of twenty-four years’ He died 
on the firil of January , 1558, and was bewailed by his people 
as their common father, friend, and benefactor *. 

* Vid. au£t. citat. ibid. 
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SECT. XV. 

( 

Tke Hifiory of Denmark continued, during the Reigns 

of Frederick II. and Chrifiiau IV. 

« 

FREDERICK II. 

Frede- T^RE DERICK If. the fon and fucccflor of Cbrif- 
rick II. ^ tian III. was of a difpofition very fimilar to his father, 
whom he imitated alfo in his conduit. The firft years of 
both tei^m palled amid ft the din of war. Both fought with 
great courage and military ability; but, laying down their 
arms, they greatly exalted the ch/uacter of the warrior by 
adding that of able ftatcfmen, «whu knew how to njpdcr their 
people powerful and happy. 

He con - SooM after his acceffion, Ftederick took up arms agiinft the 

quers the Ditbmarfians, who had grown infolent after the defeat of king 
Jbithmar- John, and refufed all obedience taftficTbijs of Denmark, or 
flans. the dukes of [hlflein. But the cjfief occahon'of'vhc war was 
the following. Duke AElpbus, fwho refidod for luVye 'years 
at the court of Charles V. tvqptnitday rallied at talkie about 
the defeat one of his anccftors hacnfcceived from a handful of 
peafants. The reproach touched^ him fo fcnfibly, that he re~ 
folved, on his return, to make war on the Dithmarfians, and 
to revenge at any price the indigk^V put on his predecelTors. 
Thisdefign he was juft ready to execute, when the late king, 
from his natural love of peace, put a ftop*ro his operations., 
No (boner was Chriftian removed by death, than Adolphus 
refumed his dpftgtv He communicatecWiis plap to count Da¬ 
niel Rantzazv , and bellowed commiffions on the principal 
officers he thought of employing. But his proceedings could 
not be kept fo lecret as not to be foon known at the court of 
Copenhagen, where they gave umbrage. Immediately Idol- 
phus propofed an interview with the young king at Notts*p, to 
confer on matters of the higheft importance ; and the king 
came to the placetappointed at the head of five hurt!red horfe, 
accompanied by his uncle prince "John. Here Adolf*ms laid 
before rhem his whole projedfc ; and it was determined ..mong 
the three princes, that each (hould bear Iris proportion of the 
ex pc nee, and fumifh a certain number of troops ; and that 
the king (hould, befides, order a fleet to block the enemy up 
on the fide of the river Elbe. 

Having concerted the plan of operations, thevMeparated, 
in order to prepare for the executionj and all things b tw an t 



fbe titfhry of Denmark. \ 

*» 9 

in readinefs, the whole army was reviewed at HaJffmvefttde % 
arid marched froth thence dtrc&Iy into the enemy’s country; 
Cmntzius , in his account of this war, takes notice of a decla¬ 
ration which the princes dr£w up arid pubOfhed, three days 
before they entered Dithmarfo N It fet forth, that as the Dith- 
marjiam were not only obftinate in refufing obedience to their 
lawful fovereigns, but wantonly cruel in punifhing their fub- 
jefls, the king and dukes, no longer able to tolerate fuch cx- 
cefl’es, had at length refolved to take arms, and reduce the 
rebel/to their duty. With this view therefore they declared 
war, according to the military laws; and defired they would 
Either prepare to defend thcmfclves, or fubmic to wluc fliould 
be demanded of them *. , • 

The herald pitched on tocarry this declaration to the ene* 
my, for a long time refufed to take charge of the commiflion, 
as he knew the violence and furv of that people ; but he hap¬ 
pened to be a criminal, already condemned to death, who 
chofe running the hazard, rather than undergoing the punifh- 
ment of the law, which they threatened to inflidl, if he dif- 
obeyed. Fixing the declaration, with the royal and ducal 
feats, on a wh.be ftaff, he entered the town of lieida , where 
the forty*e T ght magi ft rates happened to be that flay engaged 
in bufine(t> He prefented th: declaration to one of them, 
tvhofe face was known to h'^i. Xs foon as it was perceived to 
bff a declaration v of war, rage and madnefs feized the breafts 
of the people: they infilled on the immediate death of the 
herald j but the magi ft rates, who had fome remains of the 
feelings of humanity, faveer his life by concealihg him, until 
the firfl ebullitions pf paflion were fubfided. They returned a 
letter to the king, couched indeed in terms full of refpedl, 
but denying his fovereignty. They affirmed, that they were 
fubjeffc to the arohbilhop of Bremen for .upwards o 5 four hun¬ 
dred years: they expreiied their aftonifliment at the warlike 
preparations, and the declaration of war againft them, with¬ 
out having firft formally remonftrated, and demanded Satisfac¬ 
tion in a manner contrary to equity, and their right figned and 
fealed by a great number of his majefty’s anceftors and prede- 
ceffors $ even in direct violation of the Golden Bull itfelf. 
They concluded their letter with blaming hi: majefty for not 
citing theih before a tribunal of juftice, at which they ihould 
ever be ready to appear; and with a very pathetic prayer, 
that God would turn his majefty’s heart from the bloody refo- 
lution he had taken of exterminating them, thfir wives, chil¬ 
dren, and widows, to the more godlike virt# of being a 

* Chant z. Bell. Dith. t. ii. p. 14. 
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• peace-maker j a virtue which gained his royal fire the noble# 
of appellations, that of father of his country. m 

A. D. Notwithstanding thefe remonftrantes, the army con- *■ 

1559. tinued its march, attacked the city Mehkrp , and carried it by 
aflault, after a vigorous rcfiftznce. Next the confederates 
proceeded to Heida , where a bloody and decifive battle was 
fought. Duke rfd'jlpbus> who wa$ wounded, returned three 
times to the charge: the la# difputc was particulaily (harp 
and obflinate j but fortune at length declared again# the,brave 
Dithmarjiam , who were broke and cut in pieces. Such how¬ 
ever of them as efcaped out of the field, rallied in the fens 
andmarlhcs; but could never again make head again# the 
conquer&rc. They had therefore rccourfe to fupplications, 
and fent deputies to the Danijh camp, who obtained a truce; 
during which all the magiftrates of the cou/try were to ic- 
pair to the head-quarters, to receive luch conditions of peace 
as the king fliould think fit to impofe. Thdc were, that the 
Ditbmarjiam fiiould do homai’e to the ki,u;s 01 T i.wutk and 
dukes of JJolftein, and henceforward acknowledge them their 
fovereigns; that they fliould reftore all tho-ft:.ndaids and trophies 
taken from king "fobn, and his bother /><■.' >nk duke of I In- 
Jleitti that they reimburfed the king and duke in the expences 
of the war, which amountcd tyi&hundrcd d.oufand du'eats; that 
the princes fliould hav* 1 liberty to Ipdd time fVits in any part of 
the country they plcafid; tVut all the fotts 1a»c!v creeled by 
the Dithuvjuan be cra/cd ; with a niuiihe; oi other condi¬ 
tions, hard indeed upon the vai^uiflicd, but moderate with 
refpc& to the conquerors. The.0*terms were delivered in 
writing to the magiftrates, his m m Ily th.Hieing it unncccfiary 
to wait for their anfwer, as the d.v appointed for his corona¬ 
tion was approaching. The care oi « nth-ding the peace he 
left to John Rantzjw , in whole prudence and fidelity he was 
fenfiblc he might confide J . 

It may be worth while to dwell a lit*!c unon the ceremo¬ 
nies of fervitude through which this br:uv ' - were ob!i«*f d 
to pafs. Rnntz/nu gave them no lor-rr »h.«n three days to 
put in their anfwer to the condition., ;,.vi yded by the king ; 
and th$y returned within the time, po.-n :.ng -y imirc fub- 
milfion, provided a tew particular .11:,r •: wic foftuncd, and 
rendered more tolerable to a tree people. who had never be- 
* fore ftooped their necks to fubmilfion. Rcntzx,:' complied 
with their reqqe# ; after which the deputies, in the name of 
their whole nation, figned the peace, and acknowledged the 
king of Denmark and duke of Holjhin^ their heirs and fuc- 
ceffors, the true and lawful fovcreigus*of DifhmGtjh ; the 

* Crantz. ibid. 
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princes, on their fide, prorr.ifing to govern them.with equity* 
and defend them as their fubjedts againft all their ene- 
, nrfcs. 

'['he twentieth of funs was the day appoiWd for perform¬ 
ing the Ceremony of homage. On this ot cation the whole 
nation, without diliindtion of age, aiicmhled in the morning 
in the neighborhood of IFitln. They lunuidcrcd their can¬ 
non and final! arms, which were carried to Alddm \>; they 
afked pardon for their rebellion in preience of the duke of 
HoljTcin and the Banff} lords, charged with powers fiom his 
majeffy ; and they took an oath of obedience to the three 
princes. The order of that ceremony was as follow's: the 
prince?, Rantzaiv , and the counfellors of the king *md dukes, 
were placed in the middle of the alllnibly ; around them weie 
the brave Dili ■ -iyfans on their knees, their heads uncovered, 
and the whole lunounded by circle of armed men, which 
threw tlurh into great confternation (A). Next they pre- 
f'MUeil '1 ffages required in fecurity of t'eir good bcha- 
vioui , " r -/n which they were ti...ruffed, and the Jhmijh army 
cvac~ui.eil the country. Thus the w,..!ikc D'tbmaijuwi, who 
for f'o many ace*- had inf.Kuy.liy *1; fi ruled then libe rt ies againil 
all the auacks o: their neighbour, -v«.rc at !all '•fclueed under 
the obedfcnce of 1 dihccs ol yf-hi/frin a Ids tlun a month 4 . 

T 1 : i r; year ambihtidors .'Iri'-'c??! at C'pcnbcy/n m m the .S’ a e- ^ p 
2ij<-■ king, demanding a paflport^or tneii natter through the r -(,|* 
Jjanifb inrun 1 , r to KtvA'nd, where he prirpofed to marry Coldnrji 
quee n E!t :uhs; ■ >. f he. demand was granted i but Frederick between 
refuted tohrar th f i*' oi^y amts with rtipedf to his bearing the km ft 
the SwahOi arms, 1 .. od other particulars, which, at the of Den • 

interview brtwcv \ ‘ ‘ 1 111. and (itt/Lvus . were put oft'mark and 

for the lpace o« f / v 9 Tney did not inftft upon their Sweden, 
demands, whitf? wi.e „ f ,ly the prelude to more Apen‘declara¬ 
tion;, !.*' ftn-uld gi\e Vn'Lruk a fufpicion of the defig ns 
t { .ne6';,c . ..Vincf. The more effectual 1 v to deceive him, 

a pp| - v tuned between the two cro-ans in the 

following v . i the frefh remonfuanecs made about 

FredriJ.\ . o zvedijb arms gave room lor lufpi- 

J YiJ i b Des Roc-ils, t. v. p. 87. 

{ 1) O- cot ihci pridis, look- Rantza-w f who overheard Kim, 
ing on th ground, aid, in La- ‘ you arc to be iiiiuxices of the 
.0 hiu neighbour, “ i fee “ king's clement y, who never 
" wc are to be made the fieri- “ breaks th? parole he has 
“ ficc of our own fiinplicity and ,r given '1;."* 

“ Damjh perfidy.” “ No,”lays 

* * (l) Cr.vttz. /, ii. 
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cion that this treaty would be but of ihort duration. It fcH 
out fo; for fcarce were the Swedijh ambafladors gone before 
an ambaffy arrived from Rujjia and Poland , requiring his n>a- 
jefty to enter info a league with them againft Eric king of 
Sweden. 

ERICwzs at this time proclaiming the peace between him 
and Denmark . On advice, however, of the ambaflies arrived 
at Copenhagen , he dilpatchcd a faithful envoy to the czar of 
Mujcovy , offering to form an alliance with him againft Po¬ 
land ; but the projedt mifearried. He wanted to break the 
confederacy which he faw forming againft him ; and was 
greatly furprifed to find that Frederick had declined giving any 
anfwcr to *hc propofitiens made by the courts of Mtfcow and 
Cracow, until he had firft founded his intentions by one of his 
council. Frederick had indeed lent Caufitz Ulefeld to Stockholm 
with this view, and likewife to remove any fulpicions which 
Eric might entertain refpedtiug the ambaflies. Ufefeld con¬ 
duced himfelf like a true politician: he a/lured Eric of his 
matter’s inviolable regard to the late treaty between them ; 
and iniinuated himfelf fo artfully into the confidence of the 
Swedijh monarch, that all his doubts vanifhed, and he repofed 
fo much in Fiederick’s promifes, that he demanded a fafe con¬ 
voy through his dominions f ov ajnbaftadors he propofed fend¬ 
ing into Cei many. ‘ V 

'The intention of this ambafly Okcited the jealoufy of Fre¬ 
derick, and he atcordingly ordered the Swedijh minifters to be 
fcizcd, and all their papers examined ; which might be looked 
upon as the firft direct ftgnal of wi 1 ', amidft all the friendly 
pioteffions of the two kings. Both fides immediately prepared 
for war, and the firft hoftilities commenced about the begin¬ 
ning of the year 1563. The provinces of Holland and 
Picking, but specially the ifle of Gothland, Frederick's preten¬ 
tions to the Sivcdijh crown, and the money lent by Gujfavus 
to Chrijlian Ilf. were the real caufcs of this war, though va¬ 
rious other pretexts were ufed by both Tides. A rivalfhip in 
commerce and power, and fome advantages which Ftederick 
had gained in Finland , during the late invafion of that pro¬ 
vince by the Mufcovites, all contributed in effe&ing a rup¬ 
ture \ r 

The city of Lubeck did not fail of embracing this occafion 
of revenging tbemfeives on Sweden, for the many rcftriCiona. 
laid on their trade. They fent ambaftiidors to Copenhagen , 
concluded a treaty with the king, and joined his fleet with a 
fquadron. Soon after this the fleets of the two kingdoms met, 


* PUFFEND. t. V. p. 123. CHYTRJEI ChrOQ. p. IO4. 
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anj entered upon a (harp engagement; in which the Dams The Da- 
* were woiftcd, and their admiral Jacob JiAtckenhuifen madenbh feet 
prifoncr* The Swedijh admiral had the princel's otHe/fe on dfund. 
board ; and would have declined engaging, had he nof been 
in a manner compelled to }£ by the Dane, who foon received 
the juft reward of his temerity (A). 

Notwithstanding the firft defigns were brnached in 
the Swedijb cabinet, and the advantage gained lately by Et /Vs * 

fleet ; yet was he deterred from the war by the vail prepara¬ 
tions he faw in Denmark , and the formidable alliance con¬ 
cluded between Frederick the c/.ar, and king of Poland, not 
to mention the city of huhtek , and feveral of the bartfe- towns. 

No fooner had the prince of li>fc and elector of Saxony of¬ 
fered their mediation, than he difpatchcd John GyiUaJlitrn 
and his fonetary Knulftn to Copenhagen, to complain of the 
attack made on his fleet in time of full peace, to proteft againft 
this infraction of the late treaty, to offer an exchange of pri- 
foners, and endeavour to terminate all the differences between 
the two nations in an amicable manner. Hut little fjtisfaCfion 
was to be expected from Predetiik, who had now in pay ar> 
army of flirty-eight thoufatidjnfamry, a confiderable body of 
horfe, and a ftrong fleet, bvfidcfetftc Lubeck fquadron. The 
ambaftadors returned withc^t obtaining any red rtfs, or even 
any anfwer to their remonftrant&s; and thcy.were foon fol¬ 
lowed by a herald, whom Frednick had fent to declare war at 
Stockholm againft Erie. would be difficult decide who 
was the aggrefibr. Eric s ambitious defigns firft excited Frt- 
dti'ick'i jealoufy, a ml made him arreft his ambafladors, con¬ 
trary to the faith of the fafe-conduct granted them. The 
Danifl) admiral yfxt aftacked the Sivedijh fleet, and was de¬ 
feated, before any declaration of war. Erie then defired to^ric drjtrrt 
terminate their difputes amicably; but the Danift monarch P faee * 
was now too deeply engaged to admit of any decifton, but % vbich . 
that made by the fword. Such was the beginning of a W ar 
that continued for the fpuce of nine years. refujes. 

FREDERICK took the field, and encamped before Elfs- A. D. 

burg, the garrilon of which he endeavoured to gain over by 1563* 

• 

(A) We have here copied the fame writer fays, that the Jand- 
D'anijh hiftorians, though Puf- grave offered his mediation to 
fendorjf exprefly fays, that the elbblifh peacg between the 
fleet returned from Germany crowns of Denmark and Sweden* 
without the princefs, the land- and was accepted in quality of 
grave dediting the marriage to mediator (t). 
a more feafonable .occflfion. The 

(l) Pujftnd, HiR. m tom. v. f. 

* G g 3 pre- 
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prefents and promifes ; but meeting with no fuccefs, he ^ft 
troops to bcfiegt it, and entered with the main body intq £ 
Wejl Gothland , where he committed terrible ravages^ while 
his fleet was fuhjciSling the poor inhabitants of Oeland to all 
the horrors of war. He did everything in his power to draw 
Eric on to a battle; but that prince contented himfelf with 
encamping advanf.igeoufly, and harrafling the Dar.ijh army 
with his detachments. As foon as the town of Elf ’sburg fur- 
1 endued, FtedetiJ: placed a good garrifon iu it, and finifhed 
his ope rations ior the campaign, the feverity of the approach¬ 
ing winfgr obliging bun to put his troops in quarters. 

Thk wTnur was employed in negotiations for a peace, fet 
on foot bv the prince of ILjie and elector of Saxony. A con- 
grefs was appointed, at which ambaiiadors from almoft all the 
German piinccs and northern poweis attended ; butrt came to 
nothing, as no commiilioners on the part of Sweden appeared. 
Er'u , in his turn, had no inclination to peace. His army was 
now equal if not iuperior to Frederick's, his fleet was formid¬ 
able, and he relolved to try the ifliie of another campaign. 
He foon had reafon to repent thiS refolution : his admiral was 
met, defeated, and above half his fleet deftroyed by ^hc Danes 
and Lubeiiers. Eric endeavoredto revenge this difgrace by 
a defeent which he made on Kot^vay, where he took Dront * 
ham, and the yitadi 1 of Stcditwyfi-kholm. The Swulifh writers 
fay it was only a detachment from Eric's army that entered 
Norway \ andchis i$ the more proi^ible from the facility with 
which the viceroy drove them out, on receiving a fmall rein¬ 
forcement from Denmark. ‘ . 

FREDERICK fent deputies to the hanfe-towns, requiring 
of them no^to fupply Sweden with mifltaiy fj.p/es; but he re¬ 
ceived no other anfwer than that, as he had begun a war 
without any apparent neccllity, the hanfe-cities were certainly 
at liberty to ptofit by it. The king was irritated at this reply : 
he knew* that Sweden , deprived of this commerce, muft loon 
fink under the weight of a war that required fuch fleets and 
armies. lie refolvcd therefore to compel Stralfund in parti¬ 
cular, from whence Eric drew* the greater part of *.11 his flores, 
to fubmit to his purpofes. With this view he cave brders for 
a fquadron to cruize, for the whole year, within light of that 
city. The project fuccceded, until Eric , having notice of 
this ftation, ordered a fquaJrori of forty-eight flsips of war to 
fall upon the Dan/s y unprepared. The aclion was hot and 
bloody ; and the Dan fh admiral behaved fo well, that, though 
greatly inferior in number and firengthof (hips, 1 he brought 
pff his whole fquadron'with inconfidcrable lofs, maintaloiAlfc# 
gunning fight, and bearing th« brunt # of the hatjJfTwitffhis 

own 
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own (hip, until all the others were out of danger. He took 
fi lter in Gripfwaldy whither the Swedljb admiral would have 
purfued him; but the duke of Pomerania , $*ho was perfectly 
neutrah prevented him, difiyined the Danijh (hips, and kept 
pcffeflion of them until the end of the war. 

For a little time i\\e 4 swcdi(h admiral feoured the fea with The 
impunity, and took feveral pitzes in fight of Copenhagen y be- Swedes 
fore the Damp grand fleet was ready to put to fea. At laft mafttrt at 
ihc’Lubt'ck admiral having joined it, both fet fail in queft of fea. * 

the enemy, whom they met between JP'ifmar and Rojlock . 

Here an engagement begun, which continued with the utmoft A bloody 
fury for three day?, both fidcs feeming determined* to perifh 
or conquer. Incredible acts of valour arc related of the Lu- ntent. 
bi\k and Dantft) admirals by their hiflorians ; and Swedijh 
writers are no lefs liberal in ^heir praifes of their own country¬ 
men. On the one fide they afi’ert, that the Danijh admiral 
was taken on the third day of the battle, after having loft 
above five hundred men of the crew of his own (hip j and on 
the other, it is not denied but he withdrew from the engage¬ 
ment. Certain indeed it i^, that the Swedes remained mafters 
at fea for the remainder of the year, and (hade a defeent 
on tho» ifiand Mona y from whence they carried off great 
booty (A). ’ ** 

While the fleets were thus employed on the ocean, the 
two kings at the head of tlihir armies overflowed the land 
with blood, and waged a moft cruel ,/ar. Towns were facked, 
burnt, and the inhabitants put to the fword f whole provinces 
were laid defolite, and every fentiment of humanity loft 
*amidft the horrid tumult of ambition and war. Eric invaded 
Schoncn and Bleking ^ where he committed dreadful ravages ; 
and Frederic X*»reta 1 iated by carrying all before him, like a 
whirlwind, in Smallandia . The Swedes laid fiegc to Elfsburg , 
and the Danes obliged them to raife it: upon which Erie 
vented his rage againft Wardehurg , and, after giving the firft 
affault, retired to IVeJl Gothland to wait the event of the 
fiege, which he left to be carried on by his generals; a refo- 
lution that greatly hurt his reputation, and gave his fubjeds 
room Jo tall his courage in queftion. Duke Charles then con- 

( A ) Puffenderff,*\n relating owned the accounts are fo va- 
ihe tranfactions of this year, rious and oppoiite, that it is 
takes notice of two fea-fights, difficult, at^his difiance of time, 
in ofie of which the Danifo ad- to aieertain the truth; efpecially 
tniral was defeated, and in the as Puffendorff, as well as other 
other tJken. - All other hifto- hiftorians, has been very negli- 
rians mention only one engage- gent with refpeft to dates. 

J ifientj^and indeed it muft; be 
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duded the fiege with fuch vigour, that, after an obftinate djf- 
pute in breach fqr five hours, the town and citadel Current 
dered; upon which the army marched off to join the king. 

On their retreat the Danes Ibid fiege to the place, with 
intention to become matters of it before the fortification* 
were repaired. This drew on a battle between the two ar¬ 
mies, at which Eric commanded in perfon. He had marched 
to (he relief of Wardeburg , and Daniel Rantzaw, having ad¬ 
vice of his approach, marched out of his lines to give him 
battle. His majefty confiding in numbers, quitted an advan¬ 
tageous port which he pofiefled, charged the Danes in a nar¬ 
row path* where he could not extend Iris flanks, and was 
defeated with the lofs of feven thoufind men, together with 
all his artillery j a victory that coft the Danes exceedingly 
dear, and left them little to boaO, c xcept the glory t*f having 
kept the field. Betides a great number of private inen and 
officers, no lefs than fity noblemen of dittin&ion were (lain, 
and fcarcc a great family in Denmark but mourned for the 
lofs of a fon, hufband, brother, or near relation. 

The war Jit came fo bloody, that moft of the neighbour¬ 
ing powers offered their good offices to accommodate matters, 
and even the emperor wrofe Jp the kings, exhoiting them 
to put an end to their quarrel, whi^h would foon bring ruin 
on both kingdoms, if purfued*with fuch animofity. All re- 
monftrances on this head were vain ; neither prince had yet 
fatiated their ambition or refentment. and it was determined 
by both to profecute the war for another campaign, which 
might poflibly produce fompthing deciftve. *They did fo ; bu^ 
the fuccefs was doubtful. Denmark was rudely handled by 
fea, and Sweden defeated by land ; but the lofs^pf the former 
was owing to a furious tempeft, and of the latter to an epi¬ 
demical difbrder in the army, which had greatly weakened 
if. The two fleets engaged on the coatt of Oeland\ but were 
feparated by a ftorm that drove the Davijh admiral, and fe¬ 
ven of the largeft fhips on the rocks, with the lofs of ninp 
thoufand men (A); whereas the enepiy efcaped and got fafe 
into port, all except one Chip which foundered at fea. 

Notwithstanding the contagious dittempet* that 
reigned in the Swedijk army, Eric laid fiege to Hebnftodt, 
and efte&ed a breach in the wall; upon'which the garrifbp 
demanded q parley, and obtained a fufpenfion of arms for 

(A) From this and & number crowded them with men. In 
of other circumrtances, we may one place we .read of avfhip that 
conclude, that the Panes either mounted two hundred pieces t>f 
built their iliips very large, or cannon. 
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Ityee day*, to deliberate on the conditions of furrendcr. The 
garrifon made ufe of this delay to acquaint t|e Danijh general 
of their fituation, who immediately marched to give battle 
to Eric , and obliged him to Aiie the fiege rather than hazard 
an engagement with fuperior forces. 

ERIC's credulity was alfo the occafion of another confidcr- 
able advantage to Denmark. One Enmn Brurock ailived at 
his Qimp, and palled for a perfon of the firft diftin&ion in 
Norway . He perfuaded the king that the Norwegians, tired 
of the Danijh yoke, had determined to revolt, and lent him 
to treat with his majdly about the crown of that kingdom. 

Eric gave an attentive ear to the Norwegian's frothing dif-v 
courfe, and determined to fupport the people by a powerful 
diverfion in favour of their inl'urreclion. Accordingly he or- ^ ,ri * c f ** 
dcred a l^rgc body of troops tc»file off and march lor Norway , 
through unfrequented paths, in order to avoid giving the 
alarm, or tailing in with the Danijh forces. This march was V. e ' 
perhaps one of the moft arduous that had ever been attempted/ 
through thick forefts and craggy tteep mountains, without any 
other guide than the lights of the firmament. length how¬ 
ever the corps arrived in the country of Hedemarch , took 
the fortrefs of HammerjhuJ, p, continued their routes and laid 
diege to Aggerhus ; but were forced to remain idle before the 
walls for want of artillery. When their cannon arrived they 
began to batter in breach ; but ft was therT too late ; the 
Datvjh forces were aflembled, and on their njprch fo fecretly 
and expeditiouflv, that ffiey atracked the befiegers quite un¬ 
prepared, drove tiitfin from their works, flew a great num¬ 
ber, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves in the foreft. 

In this manne^jendeds the expedition into Norway , and the 
military operations of the year, which upon the t&hole feemed 
to terminate rather to the advantage of king Frederick , as 
he experienced no other Ioffes than thofe which his admiral 
fuftained in combating the elements. 

This year a difpute arofe between the king and the dukes 
of Holjlein , about the dutchy of S/efwick , that eternal hone ^ 
of contention when difmembered from the crown. His ma- _ ? 5 ® 7 * 
jefty infilled that the dukes were in all refpe&s his vaflals 
and they on the contrary affirmed, that Slefwick was given cj e r ? 
them as a free and ^hereditary dutchy. Many conferences 
were held on the fubje&; but nothing wa$ decided before 
the year 1580, when it was agreed that his majefty (hould, 
within the fpace of a year and day, invert Adolphus, the fur- 
viving brdther, widi the dutchy of Slefwick as an hereditary 
£ef, and that he (hould in return take an oath of alle¬ 
giance, *$d do homage aa a (rue va$al, 

* ** Wm* 
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While Sweden was torn with domcftic factions, a DatdJIj 
army, conunaiKltd by DaniA Rar/tzaw, enteicd the province 
of Smalandia, and laid all wade with lire and fword. After 
laying the whole del'okuc, he « palled by Heiweden to 1 VeJl~ 
Gothlmi /, where he rcJuetJ the town of IP'adfictia to afhes. 
Lindkopmg, Sunderk:p>ng, and mafty other cities luft'cred the 
lame fate befoie the Sivclijh army could be drawn together in 
one body. At length however Eru committed the charge of 
his army to Peter Brake and Hrginjlhild Biclke , with orders 
to oppole the farther prog refs of the enemy. They marched 
accordingly to AVAy, and incamped in a poft covered on 
three lidfs^by the river, and on the foutth by marflies and 
woody ground. T he iticngih of this lituation lulled them 
into a fatal fccuiity j they were furpMled at day-break by the 
vigilant Rantzaw. who attacked tm in with incredible fury, 
and obtained a moft complete victory, with very little lots 
on his own fide. The Danes got prodigious booty, a great 
number of prifoners, and all the cannon and llores of the 
enemy ; after which Rantzaw propoled returning to Dcia- 
. mark : but king Eric in perfon determined to oppole him with 
a considerable army under his command, marching with that 
Swedes view to Ebejio , through which the Danes weie to fafs. By 
defeated. a forced march however Rtlntzaw got before him, defeated. 
A. 1). Bielke a fecond time, who Jtoy iif ambufh in Filjbult , to re- 
1568. venge his defeat at Norby, took him prifoncr, together with 
Steen Banner , another officer of diltinction. Rantzaiv then 
marched along the coaih over the hr, and at lalt arrived in 
Denmark , loaded with fpoils and covered «*ith glory. 

The civil wars breaking out again in Sweden , prevented 
the return of the Danijb army in tb$ fpiing. Duke John, 
and the kind’s other brothers, who were at *fnc head of the 
rebellion, diipatched an envoy to Copenhagen , to demand a 
truce for fix months, on terms fo advantageous to Frederick , 
that he confented. So flrenuoufly had the malcontents 
exerted themfelves during this refpitc, that they depofed Eric, 
placed his brother John on the throne, and fent ambafladors 
to Denmark to procure a prolongation of the trucg, or if pof- 
Peacenmb^ to concede a khd peace. Accordingly terpis were 
Sweden. l*S nc d at Bofuhild y as advantageous to Frederick as they were 
burthenfome and opprelfive to Sweden. ‘Among other articles 
it was (Upulatec^ that Jdm fliould pay the Danijb troops for 
the whole time of the truce; that he fhould reftore all the 
Danijb fhips made prize during the courfc of the war ; that 
he ftiou’id furrender Jemptland , Oe/e/ y Senneberg, Lealia , 
HapJhl y Lode, and Waiberg, and cede all claim to Norway, 
•the tile of Gothland , Sehonea^ hlalland y and Bitkins* 

v likcwife 
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liifcpwife agreed, that Frederick fhould be fuffered to quarter 
the arms of Denmark ; and that John fliould pay to the city 
of Lubegk the old debt due from Gujlavus, and indemnify 
the regency in their, loflcs irfthe courfc of the war. 

It was not pofliblc tjjat a peace fo injurious to Sweden 
could be of long duration. It was immediately pretended 
there, that the ambaftadors had exceeded their infiru&ions; 
for that reafon they were ill received at their return, and the ■» 
whole nation determined rather to profecute the war, than 
ratify fo oppreflivc a treaty, yohn made frefh overtures, 
and Frederick refufed all new propofitions. Accordingly tile Jht war 
war was renewed, with more animofity than t\er. tVar- renewed, 
deberg was befieged by the Dunes , and ftoutly defended by A. D. 
the garrifon, but at length forced to furrender, after the brave 1569.. 
Riintzaue haJ loft his life Ifctforc it. The Swedes invaded 
Schonen, and the Danes retaliated by carrying deflation and 
all the horrors of war into lleft-Gothland. However, as 

thefe expeditions produced nothing dcciiive, and weie equally 
ruinous to both nations, Frederick confented to the negotia¬ 
tion propofed, and the means of eftabliftiing poace on a folid 
and lading foundation. 

Whjlh the treaty of peac«uwas in agitation, Livonia, aV- 
> ways the theatre of war,, determined to throw off" its allegi¬ 
ance to the Mufovites, Poles? Swedes, jl\\ of whom had 
claims upon this province. The defign of the inhabitants was 
to put themfelves und^r the protection of (he duke of Hol- 
Jlein, who fhoukl take the title of king of Livonia. They A. D. 
.had always exprefiod great aflcCtion for the Germans, and 1570. 
now promifed themfelves a golden age, under a fovereign Duke of 
of that county. The ndhion was perfectly agreeable to the Holftein 
duke's ambit, ion ; his nephew the king of Denmark not only *hfen king 
confirmed him in thefe fentiments, but fent an ambaflador to °f kavo- 
thc czar to treat ferioufly of the affair. The ambaffy fuc- nia * , 
ceeded, Magnus duke of Holftein vifited the court of Mof- 
cow, was received there with all the honours due to majefty, 
acknowledged king of Livonia , on condition that he paid a 
certain tribute to the czar; and it was farther agreed, that 
it fhoftld remain hereditary in the male line of his family, or 
in failure of iffue*devolve on the duke of Holjl-.in or king 
of Denmark for the time being, and never revert to the czar. 
Immediately the Muftnvites and Danes jAined to drive the 
Swedes out of the country j and the former immediately 
laid fiqge to Revel. This it was that induced yohn to haffen 
the peace with Denmark. Ke faw himfelf prefit:d on the one 
, fide by the czar, and on the otbhr by Frederick. He fent 
inftru£\ions therefore to his ambaftadors immediately to fign 
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f tare will 2 treaty with Denmark , on the beft conditions they coqM 
Sweden, obtain. The chief articles agreed to by both Tides were, that 
'John (hould rcfign all pretenfions to Norway , Scbontn , Hal- 
land. Biding, femptland , and Hermdailen ; that the' Danet 
(hould rcftore Elfiburg on the one hand, and the Stvedes eight 
(hips which they had taken, on the other; that his Swedijh 
majefly (hould pay to Frederick the Turn of one hundred and fifty 
thoufand crowns, to indemnify him in the expenccs of a 
(landing army kept during the truce concluded with him, 
while he was only duke ; and that the affairs of Livonia , and his 
Danijh majefty’s bearing the arms of Sweden, (hould be de¬ 
ferred to 2 future occafion. Their majefties, to render this 
peace the more durable, fubjedled the party who (hould in¬ 
fringe it, to a penalty of a million of gold. 

A. D. FREDERICK did not content himfelf with having pro- 
1572. cured an andvantageous and folid peace to his fubjedh ; he 
laboured to infure their happinefs by eftablilhing the fuccef- 
fion. With this view he married the princefs Sophia , daugh¬ 
ter of Ulric duke of Mecklenburg. The ceremony of his nup¬ 
tials was performed at Copenhagen ; befidcs which nothing 
confiderable occured for this or the preceding year, except 
the death of Dorothea , widoty of Chrijlian HI. and th£ gicat 
difpute between the dyke of Jiolfiein and town of Hamburg, 
which does not immediately falj in with this part of our hif- 
tory, though the Danijh monarch bore a confiderable (hare 
jn that bufinefs. We cannot however avoid taking notice 
of a quarrel between the duke of Mecklenburg and city of 
Hamburg , which obliged Frederick to cqtfip a fleet, that, 
blocked up Rcjlock by fca, while the duke’s forces befieged it 
by land ; and likewife to feize upon all the merchantmen. 
But this affair''was fopn terminated, and Livk'nia remained 
alone the only caufc why Frederick did not enjoy profound 
peace. 

A. D. FREDERICK kept a lieutenant in Livonia t and the czar 
*575- an army, who committed horrible cruelties. Differences 
arofe between the generals; the king remonftrated, and the 
czar excufed himfelf, without redreiflng the complaints. Mata 
ters were at lad carried pretty high i but his Danijh mnjefty 
chofe rather to terminate the difpute by negotiations, than 
enter upon a war with this rude and potent nation. 

From thjs time to the year 15S2, nothing memorable 
occurred, unl$fs w’p reckon a folemn ambafly from England , 
with the order of the Garter fent by queen Elizabeth to his 
A. D. Danijh majefly, a tranfa&ian worth recording;. It tfas the 
1583. year following that feveral commercial powers h-gan to com¬ 
plain of the duties c.gilcd in tbe Sound. The Engli/h^ 
3 Dutch, 
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Dutch LubtekerS) and all the h an fe-towns, ^remonfirated 
againft this exaction, as arbitrary and a difeouragement to jf nrrft 
taide. The hanfe-towns carried their grievances before the 
emperor ; and the king, to fhew that he did not acknowledge and{bt 
the imperial authority, ordered the duties on all their Ihius to tommeraa i 
be doubled ; a punifhment wnich, however, was but of Ihort ^ ii% 
duration. On their fubrmffion he revoked thofe laft inftruc- 
tions, and put the Lubeck traders on the fame footing as other 
nations, l olicy led him to this condefcenfion; for he had 
formed a defign of reducing R'jhck ; and the fear left the Lu- 
beckers might interpofe, determined him upon keeping mea- 

fures with them. , 

This year the dutchy of Courland reverted to tpe crown 
of Denmark , by the death of Magnus , duke df HsJ/lein* 
without iffue. It occafioncd difputcs between the king of 
Poland and his Danijh majefty, which both confented to leave 
to the arbitration of George-Piederick, duke of Prvjfta. This 
politic prince turned the negotiation to his own advantage. 

He propofed, that the dutchy in difpute Ihould remain in his 
hands ; that his Danijh majefty would reft fatistied with the 
fum of thirty thoufand foathims , paid to him as an equiva¬ 
lent; and that his Polijh majefty Ihould aeqaiefee in the 
dutchic% being left in truft with the duke of Prujfta. He 
fuccceded in all, and in this manner became poftciled of a 
• province which fairly belonged to the crown of Denmark ; the 
only inftance perhaps where Frederick was ovjr-reached in po¬ 
litics. This year it was that a treaty of marriage was fet on A. D. 
foot between the young king of Scotland, yatnes VI. and a 158H. 
princefsof Denmark* which was fruftrated for a long time by 
the intrigues of queen Elizabeth, as we fhall lee in its proper 
place. Several other ambaflies on various occafions arrived 
at Copcnhagen y *pK\c\?&\tw nothing more than that his Danijh 
majefty began to intereft himfelf more in the politics of Eu- ^ 
rope, than his predeceffors had done. Frederick had indeed, Hs death 
for feveral years, preferved his kingdom in peace, rendered «»d'ba- 
his commerce flourifaing, and his counfels refpeaable. 
the year 1558 he was attacked by a diftemper, which daily 
encreafed, and at laft carried him off in the fifty-fourth year 
of his agef and twenty-ninth of his reign. 

FREDERICK was a prince, refpe&ed at leaft as much as 
any of his predeceffo#. To an undaunted courage, deep pe¬ 
netration, and great liability of fentiment, he joined a mag¬ 
nificence that call a luftreon all his a£ions? nor was he lefs 
remarkably diftinguilhed for the qualities of the heart. His 
great teodernefs and affedion for his fubje£b gained their 

Fove, ana his abilities fecured their efteem. He always ex- 

prefted 
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prefled the utmoft regard to juftice, and even directed 
his conduct by the dictates of equity. He avoided war 
nicte y to free his country from the confequcnt troubles; afild 
becaufe his abilit^in the cabinet procured all the advantages 
he could expert from the fworij. In a woid, his public and 
ptivatc charadler equally meric admiration, and to be tranf- 
initted as an example to poflerity, bow much the condudt of 
an individual can influence the counfeis, not only of one na¬ 
tion but of all the neighbouring powers, fecure the felicity 
• of kingdoms, and be flow the bleflings of peace and tranquil¬ 

lity upon millions, whole well-being depends upon the wiidom 
of their governors J . 

* * C Ii R I 5 T 1 A N IV. 

Chriftian Immf.imatfly after the interment of Ftcderic, his fon 
IV. vie tied Chriftian IV. then but eleven fears ot age, was proclaimed 
king, and king of Denmark and Norway, and four regents appointed to 
* regency hold the reins of authority during his minority. As the king- 
appointed, dom had for fcveral years enjoyed profound peace, the regency 
was in no danger of being now difturbed with the noiie and 
tumults of war ; and it greatly cncreafed their i’ecurity, that 
the domeflic factions in Sweden pi evented that nation from 
refufning the a [fair of Livonia, and other fubjetis wfiich had 
Jon* been the occafion of*" dilfeicnccs between the two 
crowns. 

For fcveral years the chief care of the regency was to 
attend to the education of the young monaich, whofe pro- 
miflng qualities every day unfolded tlfcmfclves to the great joy 
of his fubje&s, Matters were procured the different ac- 
complifhments of mind and body, from (Jnmaiiy, France , 
His pro- England, and the politell courts in Em.pc. Chriftian more 
mifing qua- than aniwered expectation i he not only was a&e to anfwer all 
lities. the ambatt’adors in their fcveral languages, but to write out 
inttru< 5 tion<> with his own hand to his minifters, at an age when 
other princes receive praife for writing a common letter of 
compliment. He was perfectly (killed in all the manly exer- 
eifes, and took great delight in exhibiting his adioitnels to 
the people. In a word, when he arrived at a prppcr age to 
take upon him the weight of government, he pcifc&ly un- 
derfluod the true intereA of his fubjeils, and diieCltd all his 
views to promote this end. Nor did lie confine his politics 
wholly to the good of Denmark j he extended them todif- 

* Vid. Chytrjei Chron. Paflim. Fuffend Hift. 1 . i, p. 2. 
Des Ro«.h. t. v. fub vit. Fred. Loc. Iiill. r fub hoc&cg. cum 
xnultis alas. 

anc 
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t»nt countrid, and laboured affiduoufly to cftablifli the peace 
of Europe in order to flop the rapid progrefs of the Turks, 

Jrfthe year 1596 he married Ama-Catharin^ daughter to the 
ciedtor of Brandenburg, which is the only occiurencc in the 
Dar.i/h *annals that merits no fee, until about the year ibo8, 
when a eoldnefs, under the exterior of eft com and frieiuHhip, 
begun to diicovcr itfelf between the monarchs of Dcmr.utk 
and Sweden ■*. 

CHRISTIAN could not Forget that his anceftors had for- . ^ 
merly worn the crown of Sweden, arid Charles IV. beheld x r ^ 
with ui.eafinefs jo many fair provinces, which he looked upon 
as fiefs of his crown, in the hands of the king of Denmark, 

This mutual jealouly occafioned reciprocal complavift and up- 
braidings, which at laft terminated in a war ; for which both 
parties were prepared with fpcuous pretexts. Charles had af- 
fumed the title of king of Lqfdand, which gave great offence ^arhe- 
to Frederick, who looked upon it as a dependence on Norway. , '^ !un 
In all his declarations again It Sweden, this was mentioned as 
a principal grievance, and ufed as one of the flrongdt rcafons j 
for the war that enlued in the year 1611, and begun by the A ' p 
fiege of Calmar. His Dunijb mi;jelly fat down with a power- 16» 
ful army before this city in the month of May, actackcJ it 
with grAit vigour, and was received with equal courage. Bat- Chriltian 
tcries of heavy cannon were defied and played with fo much takes the 
’ fuccefs, that a breach was effect^ on the twenty-fevemh, upon “9 C'al- 
which the town was ftormetf, taken, and»thc inhabitants, Inar * an d 
without dillinition of age or fex, put to the fword. lays fiege to 

The city was no froner taken than Chrijlian inverted the *hc citadel. 
citadel, which he 4 Jt’ficgcd for two months, during which time 
h variety of tranfa&ions paffed between the two nations. His 
Danijh majefty had ^eft the command of the army to Lucas 
Crahbe , and \lfcs gone to Copenhagen but a fcfcr days before 
’ Ckvles, with an army of fixtecn thoufand men, encamped at 
a little diftance from Calmar, offmed battle, fought and de¬ 
feated the Danijh general, and railed the fiege. His fuccc-fs Th ( Danes 
here was foon followed by the fur pi i la 1 of Ch> ijlianjladt ; the ajeuted. 
lofs of which town gave a fenliblc uneafinds to the Danijh 
monarch. 

CLIJtfSTIAN foon retrieved his Ioffes by fevcral little ad¬ 
vantages by fea and land gained over the enemy, which fo cn- 
fpirited his army, that the liege of the citadel of Calmar was 
refumed, and the garri'bn forced to furrender. Jr was fup- T'»e mad 1 
noied indeed, that the Sivehjh governor was corrupted, as he furrtmters. 
wanted neither men, ammunition, noi provilion, w'hen the ca- 
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pitulation was figned. Borkbolm, and the ife of Oelasufi 
yielded Toon after to the Darufh arms j and fo many other ad- 
JCing of vantages followed, that Charles , incenfed at the reiterated dif- 
Sweden g races he had fulfained, fent a challenge to Chrifi'tan in terms 
f *^ c mo ^ opprobrious he could rjevife, which the Dauifis king 
ChrilUan declined w j t h an air of contempt, that is fuppofed to have 
* combat Shortened the days of his Swedijh majefty, by encrealing a 

malady, with which he had for fome time been afflided*. 
Guftavus On t,;e of the great Guftavus Adolphus to the 

Adolphus throne of Sweden, fortune would feem to have forfaken Cbrif- 
conies to tiart. There appeared an immediate change in the face of 
the crown afF.tiis ; the Danes were chafed out of Oeland and Borkholm^ 
gf'Sweden, and their army reduced to fuch (traits, that the foldiers dif* 
and fjjertt banded themfelves, and left their officers tooppofe the enemy. 
a change m Happily for Chrijtian the Swedi/t) king was greatly em- 
tbejateif barratl'ed with the Mufcovites % which prevented his giving bis 
affairs, whole attention to the war witft Denmark, fie ma‘Je ufeof 
this favourable opportunity, retrieved in fome meafure the ho* 
nour of his arms, and, after feveral little advantages, was ena* 
Peace bled to conclude a peace upon equal terms, through the me* 
nuitb Swe- diation of the king of England , about the year 1613. By this 
deh. peace he rclhJred the city of Colmar ^ the ifle of Oeland , and 
A. D. fortrefs of Rijty, but retained Elfjburg , until his Swedijh ma- 
1613. jelly (hould redeem it, by paying a million of crowns ftipu- 
Jated in the treaty. 

During the ..late war the duties of the Sound were greatly 
augmented, and the Dutch and hanfe-towns waited with im¬ 
patience for a peace, which they w^e in hopes would re¬ 
duce them to the old ftandard. Finding however their expec¬ 
tations difappointed, they remonftrated carnellly to the court 
of Denmark ; and the Lubcckers , in particular, carried their 
complaints before the emperor. Finding that hi" imperial ma- 
jelly declined interfering, they ftruck up a league with the * 
Hollanders , in defence of the freedom of navigation, which 
produced a treaty of alliance between the courts of Copenha¬ 
gen and Madrid . Upon this remonftrarices grew warmer, and 
every thing was tending to an open rupture, when Frederick , 
to avoid the confequences of a war with a republic now 
grown formidable, confented to leflen the duties, <*it of the 
great friendlhip and refped which he bore to the dates 6 s Hoi* 
land , as the treaty exprefled it. • 

A. D. For fome time Denmark enjoyed per fed tranquility, and 
,1614/ Chri/lian gave futh attention and encouragement tj trade?— 
that the commerce carried on by his fubjedts began to excite 


* Puffsfd. 1 . i. 
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tbe jcaloufy (>f neighbouring powers. Guflavus entertained 
f<M0s, that prosperity and wealth would excite Chnjhan to 
frefti enterprises againft Sweden, while he w« encumbered by 
a war With Rujfta* To preveiy a rupture, which could not fail 
of proving inconvenient at this time, he atiidunuOy cultivated 
the f’riendlhip of the Danijh monarch, and even proceeded fo 
far in his advances, as to demand an interview, which was 
granted, on the ftontiers b .. 

A ? this meeting the two monarchs exprefled the utmoft ef- * 

teem for each other; and as a teftimony of his regard, Gufla~ 

•urn paid the money ftipulatcd by the laft treaty, and Chnjtia\ 
reftored Elfsburg. , 

No ambitious fentiments, no jealoufy Or refentment againft A. I). 
any neighbouring power, deftroyed the peace of Denmark for 162 i» 
aferiesof years. Under a wile monarch, who knew how to 
profit by the opportunity, fhe t?ijoyed all the felicity that peace 
and good government could give. At length, however, the 
affairs of the empire began to mix with tbe counfels of his 
Danijh majeftv, and he »oon found himfclf plunged into an 
alliance that was productive of great mifery to his dominions, 

Ac the town of Sigeberg, in the year 1621, a treaty of al¬ 
liance wgs concluded between tli^ir Britannic , Danijh , and Denmark 
Swedijh majeftics; the electors PHating and Brandenburg ; the mjoyspre- 
dukes of Holftein , Lunenburg , Brunfwic , Mecklenburg , and Joundtrem - 
Pomerania ; the ftates-general oi^Holland, an<A all the Protef- quility j'or 
tan: princes in Lower Saxony. The object of this league is aferiet of 
varioufly related ; thou^jp the mod probable opinion is, that it^ rj - 
was intended to fuegpur the elector-palatine, to furnifh him 
with twenty thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, to drive 
Spinola out of his dominions. It is added, that his Danijh 
majeftv was chs^gcd the league with fending aitnagniftcent 
ambafly to Vienna^ to befcech the emperor to revoke the im¬ 
perial ban, fulminated againft the elector palatine, and to re¬ 
store that prince to all hu honours and dignities, as the only 
means of rc‘eftabl idling the peace of the cm pro. To the 
fame ptypofe he wrote a letter to Spinola , expecting him to 
withdraw his forces out pf the Palatinate* 


Near two rtars were cop fumed in negotiations in favour* 
of this Unhappy prince ymien Chriftian, perceiving that no¬ 
thing was to be expected from ambaffies, determined to ufe 
force, and reftore the elector by dint of Arms (A). He was 

ckofen 

b Pcffeud. I. ii p. a. 
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1623, 


(A) Tfifc year it was that the tb^Eyder, was peopled by the 
new city of Feederidtjladt upon fugitive Armenians from the Air* 
' Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXII.. Hh tbe,lands, 
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chofen head of the league, and captain*general If the force* 
He is ehrfrn 0 f Lower Saxony, where troops were levied witi'. all pofliHe 
bead e; the expedition. Count Tilly, the imperial general, wrote to the 
Protcllant p f ; nccs and dates of the lower circle, exhorting them to re ~ 
mam £ rm - in t ^ e j r obedience to the emperor ; and his Danijb 
majefty anfwered this letter, and other remonftrances from the 
imperial court, by a writing addrefled to the emperor, declar¬ 
ing his realohs for taking arms. The banks of the IP'efer be¬ 
came the theattc of war, and the rendezvous of four great 
armies. It would be unncceil’ary to relate the operations of 
tjje campaign, as that has already been minutely done in the 
hiftory of the empire. Sufficient it is, that the king received 
a wound in the head by a fall from his horfc ; that he diftin- 
guifhed his military abilities in his choice of a camp, which 
^ Yy covered Ntenburg , then betieged by Tilly , greatly diftrefled 
‘ the befiegers, and plentifully fupplied his own army.'* and the 
His mi lit a- g arr ifon, with all manner of proviftons. Tilly was forced to 
ry opua- raife the ficge ; the king fent detachments to harrafs his rear \ 
tiers in but the count being joined by IFallcjlein , turned the feales, 
Germany, cut off all the out*parties of the army of the league, and 
particularly that commanded by the brave colonel Obtrnirand , 
who was killed. 

A. D. During the laft campaign no general engagement hap- 
1626. pened between the two armies, and the winter was fpent in ’ 
fruitlefs negotiations of peace. Early in the fpring his ma- 
jefty alVembled his army at RcUodwg : it was numerous, and 
made a fine apptarance, but unhappily compofed of new raifed 
recruits, with which be was to oppoTc M vo veteran armies, 
commanded by four of the belt and moll experienced officers 
in the world, it was therefore wifely determined not to ha¬ 
zard a battle, but to divide the enemy^ force*, and carry the 
war into the heart of their country. A variety of manoeuvres 
were made by both tides. Mamfeld was defeated by the impe¬ 
rial general IValujhin , and the king at length drawn into an 
Chriftian engagement with count Tilly, in which he was equally unfor- 
Jrftatedh tunate. His infantry was cut in pieces, above half his of- 
*"v* ficers were killed and wounded, two thoufind men taken 
prifoners in Lutter , and the king forced to tfiake a retreat, 

thtrlanii , at the Invitation of granted the fame privileges at 
the duke of Helfttity. The kings Gluckjfadt in Denmark, and Gtd- 
of Denmark and Sweden, feeing jladt in Sweden, Lyth Wniuf** 
the happy confequencefof draw- places loon became rich and 
ing a number of indutirious fo- ilouriihing, 
feigners into their dominion*, «• 
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Hie rhoft a/Suous that is recorded in hiiu.ry, with his ca- 
tllry \ J % 

Notwithstanding the great loft he fufhincd in this ^ 
retreat* it afftuSicd him lefs thlin the news he received of count \bzf. 
Manifeldfs, death, whom he regarded as the right hand of the 
Protellantcaafe. From Ais time his affairs began to fj’l into 7 
difbrder; nor could his utmoft diligence, and the excitron of’ •> 
his great abilities, retiieve them. Driven out of all the places >' w*. 

he poflefled in Laver Saxsny, he Was purfijed into the dutch y 
of Holfhin, now become the theatre of war. Tilly was no left 
fuccclsful here than he had been in Saxony ; and his conquers 
were more rapid, as he was now joined by IVullrjlcbiy bclote 
whom every thing yielded. The Dana were driven fiom nil 
their port! and iortrefles, and of the whole dutchy thcie re¬ 
mained only in the king’s hauls the towns of Iitnihburg and 
Gluck/ia It ; to the latter of which he was forced to fet fire, 
after having thrown all the cannon into the fca. Rendthutg 
met with the fame fate ; and the Inipcrialifls had now nothing 
tooppofc their paflage into Jutland . 

CHRISTIAN , incetifed and afhamed of fuchjmanifold dif- ij t ,- s ^ 
graces, collected his Whole force with a refolution to difputc feated a ft- 
the fartMbr progrefs of the enemy* but he was deferted by his condtimt. 
men, who were terrified with the very name of Tilly . In this 
fituation the fenate began to apprehend a revolution in the 
kingdom, from the general murmurings of Ac people. Af- 
fembling at Copenhagen , they wrote to the emperor, exhorting 
him to put an end to.tbc. war, and uftng all the arguments in 
their power to prev AC on him to withdraw Tilly from Denmark, 
where he was making terrible ravages. They demanded, as 
the leaft favour the^could expe& from his imperial majefty 
from the antieift regard and friend (hip bctwceaihe houfc of 
Auflria and the ftates of Denmark, that he would grant a fuf- 
penfion of arms in Jutland , in order to negotiate a general 
peace. Finally, they engaged to prevail on his Damjli ma- 
jefty to accept of reafonable terms, and requefted, that the 
emperor would fend commifiioners to any place he would 
pleafe to |ppoint, to treat with the king's plenipotentiaries 
about thp mean of eftabliftpfrhg the public repofe, and termi¬ 
nating thofe deferences jwmch occafioncd the fpilling of fo 
much human blood. * 

^iN^hftJitptffion in which matters then flood, no great fur- 
;was Jrpedted from this advance made by the fenate. His 
majefty tCerefbre made vigorous preparations for war, and re¬ 
newed thluVeaties <jf alliance with England, Sweden, and the 

• 

* * Thuam. Hift. 1 . viii, t. *v, Memoires de Danem. p. 97. 
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Hates-general of the United Provinces. Having received coiv 
fiderable reinforcements from his a!Pies, he fitted Wut a fiett. 
put to fea, reduceu the ifle of Femeren, taking tfic imperial 
garrifon prifoners, part of whom were cruelly murdered.by the 
peafants of Stormar , obliged Eckelenfart to furrender, and 
gained fome other advantages, which were counterbalanced 
by an equal number of towns reduced by the enemy. Colonel 
Morgan , and the Englijh garrifon in St cult, were taken prifo¬ 
ners by the lmperialills, who next laid ficge to Glu.kftadt*z\\& 
Krcmpe , the former having been repaired after the late fire. 
tjeie the garrifons defended themfeives with fuch unparalleled 
bravery, that the lmperialills were forced by the frequent fai¬ 
lles of the befteged to abandon their polls, and raife the ficge. 
Both armies were now divided into a variety of corps, and the 
king himfelf carried on the war in Pomerania , where, after 
pofielfing himfelf of the ifle of Ujldom, and city of lVclgajt % 
he railed works round the latter, in which lie was attacked by 
the lmperialills, and defeated, after a bloody engagement that 
killed feven hours. In confcquence IVolgaji and Ufedom fell 
into the enemy's hands ; the fiege of Gluckjladt was refumed 
by Papenheinf) Stralfund blocked up by another hody of the 
enemy’s troops, and the imperialifls were fuperior , in every 
country where the war was carried on. 

Tired out with a tedious and confuming war, both ftdes 
at length became eager for* peace j and the full propofitions 
were made by the four Catholic eledors. They fent deputies 
to the imperial Vourt, requefting his piajefly to fend commif- 
fioners to Lubeck , to meet thofe of tiis S>an\Jh majeily, and 
the dedors of Saxony and Brandenburg. The emperor com*- 
plied ; but the terms he granted feemed fo exorbitant and un- 
reafonable to* the Danijh miniflcrs, tha*t they, threatened to 
break off the negotiation, if conditions more equitable could not 
be obtained. T'his lpirit in the Danijh envoys had thedefired cf- 
fe&; frefh inllruitions were fent to the imperial commifSoners, 
and apeace was concluded on thefe conditions; that his majeily 
fhouid never interlere in the affairs of Denmark , otherwife 
than as fuperior of 11 Ijldn j that himfelf and luceeflors fhouid 
renounce all claim on the arehbifhnprics aiV bifhoprics of 
the empire \ that all cities, towns: ^iJ forts, Yaken from his 
Danijh majeily during the courle of the vyar, together with the 
cannon, &c. fhouid be rellored ; that the pmv^cis fhouid be 
mutually releafed without ranlom ; and finally, Ixl m» 
nijh majeily fhouid cede to the houfes of SUfwick aadJlolJiein- 
Gottorp, the ifle of Femeren t and thofe parts of tbe^.flands of 
Warde and Sulde, which fell to them by hereditary right, re- 

fervina 
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ferving to nimfclf the right of fuperior, as inherent in the 
cfown of pcnmark*. ^ 

Th^e conditions the king refufed to ratify ; they were re- 
twrnecHor amendment; and after receiving fome flight altera- 
tion, were figned on the fevcnth of May, 1629. Peace was ^ ip 
in this manner concluddfr; but the public tranquility was by * 

no means re do red. Cbnftian interceded with the emperor in 
behalf of the dukes of Mecklenburg , he remonflrated ftrongly 
in their favour, and publifhed a fpirited manifeflo, juftify- 
ing the conduct of thefe princes with refpc& to the affairs of 
Lower Saxony j but he could obtain no conditions for them, 
uni efs heftipulated not to mol eft the duke of Holffebn, againft 
whom he bore a mortal grudge, on account of his taking 
part with the limperialifts in the late war- His refentment 
went (o far as to engage hin^to commence hoftilities in Hol- 
Jlein , inftead of withdrawing his army from that country, as 
the emperor had done. The flames of war were ready again 
to break out, when his majefty perceiving the difeontent that 
prevailed among his fubjedts, dropt the quarrel, and applied 
his attention to repairing the diforders occafioncd by the war 
in his dominions. He began with re-eftabl filing the city 
Gluik/iadt , which had greatly fullered by the variety of for¬ 
tune fuflained in the courfe of The war, and was in a manner 
depopulated by the length of tfce laft fiege. With this view 
he bellowed upon it a great number of important privileges, 
and impofed duties on all the (hips that palled the Elbe, to efta- 
blifh a fund for its aq^pndifement. 

This occafionei^a difference with the city of Hamburg , A. D. 
who apprehended a prejudice to her commerce from thefe duties, *630. 
however modi rate. Jne magiffrates fent ambaffadors to Den - Difference 
mark , complaimng that their (hips were arrtfled*at Gluck/ladt , a»ntb { be 
for not paying a new duty, which could nor t>e impofed with- 
out the emperor’s content. Their remonftrances were an- am Ui 8’ 
fwered, both Tides grew warm, and hoffilities infenftbly com¬ 
menced. The cities of Lubeck and Bremen interpofed their 
mediation, but could not obtain an accommodation j his 
majefty was determined not to remit the duty ; and the city of 
Hamburg ^va^io Ids refajute in the refufal to pay it. At 
length "war was forma^v declared, and all the (hipping be¬ 
longing to Ha n, »vr ^ei7,ed in the ports of Denmark and Nor- 
“burgers retaliated by taking fome Danijh 
each refuJed to make reftitution, and thus the re¬ 
peated #deavours of the regency of Lubeck, to accommodate 
mattersJ%vere baffled. 


* Thuam. Hiff. 1 , viii, 
‘tres de Secjceud- p. 29. 


Pur fend. Rer. Suec. Hift. 1 . i. Letr 


Hh 


In 



*1° 


f. 


Tli'jiJinis 

(/ mini n i ■ (l 

*./ 1 lam* 



Jtakujui 

t >. nc ivtd 
between 
Sweden 
and Den- 
xnaik. 


A. D. 

lOjr. 


The Hiftoiy of Denmark. 

7 n the mean time his Danijh majefty gave cuMer* tohif 
fleet, conlilling of thirty-fix Inips of war, to entdr. the Elb*. 
The Hamburgers oppofed the entrance of the Danijh admiral. *< 
with twenty-two men of war, hx # fire{hips, and twenty flfcalbsr. 
vcflils, on board which w t re two thoufand land-forces. For 
forne days the fleets anchoud in fighfcof each other, then they 
drew nearer, and began a furious cannonading. Cb> ijlian at 
lift joined his fleet, and leiolving to pufh up to the city of 
Hamburg, he proceeded to ere£t a fort on the banks or ‘the 
river, with intention to facilitate his operations, and drfliefs 
tlyreity. Tim produced an engagement, which terminated 
to the kite's advantage, the enemy being forced to retire 
higher up the river. 

Soon after this Chriftian was prevented from profecuting 
his refentment again/* Hamburg, on account of a jealoufy be¬ 
tween hitn and the court of Siwden, which ended in a war. 
The Hamburg war was entirely dtopt, from the time that the 
princes of Lower Saxony met in that city, to deliberate on the 
means of throwing oft’ the imperial yoke, and taking part 
with king Gujlavus , whole rapid conquefts pointed him out 
as the fureft *prote£lor. Chrijlian could not behold, without 
envy, the aggrandifement pf this prince j and was particu¬ 
larly jealous at feeing him raifwl to the honour of being fet at 
the head of the Protcftant league, over which he himielf pre- 
fided in the laft tyar, HowevcV, an cuter ior of friendship was 
preferved; the two kings exprefled the utmoft eiieem for 
each other, buf in terms of cold civility, that denoted but 
lirrle fincerity in their profefiions. /parks of mutual 

jcMlou/y were artfully blown up by the courts of Vienna and 
BrvJJeL , who dcfired nothing more eager ly than a rupture be-* 
tween the nor#he rn crowns. Denmark tftey knpw was capable 
of nukin:: a powerful diverfton, and drawing ofF the attention 
of C»:,;iavui irom the war in the empire. Pappenham was 
employed to kindle the fire of fedttion j and he very artfully 
managed the temper of his Danijh majefty. Finding that he 
could not long kvcp his ground in the diocefe of Bremen, he 
offered to put it into Chrijlian $ hands. The ftates of Den¬ 
mark met to deliberate on thefe mopofttions ;\rll rfie nobility 
were for njccVing Pappenbeims <nh.V^\, they kb throhgh his 
meaning, and fern an ambail'y to Sweat ? r to »cu«w the friend- 
fhip between the two crowns. •' ■ 

Ire this manner was the rupture between 
crowns poftpored, only to light op the fubfequeftt war with 
more fur,. The aftonifhing fuccefs of GuJiavuskficm^neSn 
in Germany, induced Chrijlian to offer his /Mediation to termi¬ 
nate the differences between his imperial majefty and the king 
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. of Sweden i his propofal was embraced with [Jfrafurc by the 
cgurt of Vannn, who were at that very time appriled by IVal- 
Jicin , thpflhe Swedijh camp was inacceflib^, the king’s forces # 
l ^j|-rr^jght«i| his conduit admirable, and no probability of 
forcing him. However, L'txifi'nm\ mediation ended in ftb- Q, r jflj gn 
thing. The court of ftyui.' p,as not yet fufficiently huta- f o- m 
bled, to grant fuph terms a ; the great foul of Gu/lovus could mediation 
receive. His Danijh majdly it was thought, (hewed a f-»rt of totdhie 
bias.to the court of Vienna, that gave umbrage to the Swedijh *, c ale i on 
monarch j but it was the death of the archbifhop of Bremen, Germany, 
that firft produced any tiling like an open rupture between the 
two crowns. Frederuk, foil to the king of Denmark, and co¬ 
adjutor of the late aichbilhop, intended to feme this opportu¬ 
nity of gaining potfedion of Stade, Buikflade, and other 
places held by the Swedes. It was not the bu fine fs of Swe¬ 
den to embroil herfelf at that time with a neighbouring powe/; 

(foil, however, the regency held out a good countenance, and 
kept their ground until the defeat of the elector of Saxony, 
the duke of Lunenburg, and the imperial army ruined the pro¬ 
ject of driving the Swedes out of Germany, and obliged Ftede¬ 
ne to drop his defign. • 

Ano^'h f r ftheme fiill more difficult of execution was A’ 
formed by Chrijtian, which wa^tfie more immediate nccafion ,0 37* 
of a rupture with Sweden. He had conjointly with Spain and / j !Va n n j 
the duke of Ihlfhin, planned aTcheme for ruining the Dutib 
cpmmerce, and at the fame time conquering Sweden j a feheme ^ ^ 

fo vaft and romantic, that it is aftonilhing it fhould ever have firmed by 
entered the brain o£>^rincc fo folid and judicious as Chrif- Chriftian. 
ban. He was to begin with Sweden, which, once fub- 
dued, tt would be no difficult matter to deftroy the Dutch 
traffic in the fyituk* One Brokman, a Germai ^ who had re¬ 
filled Jong in Spain, had likewife given in a project for ruining 
the trade of the United Provinces to the Levant , by opening 
an immediate intercourse with Perjia, by means of the rivers 
falling into the Baliuk, and avoiding the circuit of the Sound, 
by cutting a canal through that neck of land belonging to 
Holfiem, whiclvfeparrues the Baltick from the ocean. The 
duke of Holjlfn was full of the notion, and actually font an 
ambafiy to \\m court of J&fta. The czar was applied to for 
liberty to pall througrats country, and ten tons of gold of¬ 
fered him, J^wMfiuuceroent; the canal was actually fat 
■jbvti PfQk^Trermans laughed at the extravagance of the no¬ 
tion, aw me chancellor Oxenjliern, in Sweden, faid no more 
than th^the (Hike, who was a prudent prince, mult certainly 
have foipc dvfigtb txtremely myfterious. 
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CHRJSTfAN, under various pretences* aflemmed an army 
in order to perform his part of the contrail. He likewif* 
got a fleet ready* to put to fea on the fir ft notice; hut took 
the utmoll caie not to excite fyfpicions in the neigh&t^saiog 
ybwers. Spain embarked a great number of troops, who 
were to pafs the Sound , and join thf Danes before Stockholm | 
but unhappily the whole fcheme was fruftrated by the defeat 
of his Catholic majefty s fleet in the Britijh channel, by 
Tromp the Dutch admiral *. * 

In this manner things remained until the year 1641, 
when deputies from Vienna, Mads id , Sweden, and Denmark , 
met at OJnabrug to eftablifh a general peace, which was all 
at once bloke off, by the fudden irruption of the Swedijh 
forces into Denmark. General Torjtcnfon had paffed from 
Lower Saxony to Holftein , where he took Kiel, Ransburg , and 
the fortrefs of Rantxaw, thred places of great importance. 
Several other towns {hared the fame fate ; and he even obliged 
the duke to join him, and deliver into his hands his young 
ion, to be font as an hoflagc to the queen, his miilrefs. Ail 
the world was aftonifhed at this procedure, which fome 
thought ralk, and all believed highly unjuft, as the defigns 
of Chrifitan were not then univerfally known. r 

The grand marcchal 0/ Zetland oppofod the Swedijh arms 
by rcmonftrancesj but finding them ineffe&ual, he begun* 
to make levies, and to fecurd the frontier by forts, which he 
threw up in a huiry. Thefe were but weak barriers againft 
Torjlenfon, who- demolifhed the forts, entered Jutland, levied 
heavy contributions, and made himi£jff%paftcr of the whole 
country, except Gluckjladt and Krempe. In this manner were 
hoflilitics committed, and a bloody war carried on, without 
either fule ^tempting to vindicate thefr contj^ll by open de¬ 
clarations. At laft however the court of Sweden thought 
proper to publiih a manifcfto, and gave as a reafon for her 
condud, the clandeftine treaty concluded fome years before 
between Spain, Denmark, and the houfe of Holjlein \ the 
duties laid on their {hipping in the Sound, contrary to the 
antient treaties between the kingdoms; with a variety of 
other rcafons, which princes never are at a lolta fot? to juftify 
any acl of violence. \ *■ 

Thf Danijh hiftorians alledge thaf^&r frotnieffacing, this 
manifcfto rather inercafed the public her Swedijh 

majefty’s injuft ice. cfpeciaily when her lbphimi§k»fbfc^ 
pared with the folid and fair arguments of his DiriwAiinajefty. 
£vcn the Sweepjh hiftorians give up this laft irrup^ 


as un- 


* Chytrjei Chloa ibid. 


Puffsnd, ubi fupra. 

juftifilftc, 
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juftifiable, vtpich we muft own appears to ui extraordinary, 
as«there wJe not wanting reafons fufficient to vindicate it. # 

It was ojdfn from the whole of ChriJHans cOndudt before and 
^fiir w death of the great Gujlavus, that he entertained 
prejudices againft the court of Sweden, offered his mediation 
to terminate the difference* in Germany, but (hewed a par¬ 
tiality for the houfe of Aujiria, made preparations to invade 
Sweden during the confufion confequent on the death of Adol¬ 
phus; and the firft years of the minority of Chrijiina \ with a • 
great many other provocations, which, though at feme little 
diftance of rime, were demonffrative proofs of his inclina¬ 
tions, and in our opinion a full juftincation of the,proceed- 
ing of Oxenfticrn and the Swedijh general Torjledfon. It is 
certain, that Chn/ilan behelJ with a jealous eye the footing 
the Swedes got in Pomerania, which proved of the utmoft 
fervice id extending their commerce; and it was no lefs 
certain, that he offered his mediation with a view of obliging 
them to relinquiflt all they poflefled in Germany, for a lum 
of money. Upon the whole, inffcad of reproaching with 
acrimony this proceeding of the Swedijh miniffry, as all 
former hiftorians have done, wc cannot help adeeming it a 
mafterly ffroke of juft reprisal, planned with aftonilhing fe- 
crecv, and executed with admiwblc rapidity. 

<)n the other hand, we cannot but do juftice to the vigi¬ 
lance, a&ivity, and addrefs o Pfcbri/iian, inputting a flop to 
the farther progrels of the enemy. Already in pofleflion of 
'Jutland and Holjlcin , count Horn was preparing to invade 
Fienia and Zealand* f*but was prevented by the condition into 


which the king put all his fortrefles. The viceroy of Sweden 
had orders to march with fix thoufand men into IVefirogotb ; 
but he was grevenfed frbm making this div^rfion, which 
would probably have obliged Horn to evacuate Schonen , into 
which province he lately made an irruption. His majefty 
fent detachments to harrafs the Swedijh army in Jutland , 
equipped a fleet, which took fome of the richeft Swedijh mer¬ 
chantmen, complained by ambaffadors fent to the ftates of 

S e violence committed by Sweden , 

t could obtain none. 

re of his grief, his natural fun £ ount \j£ 
he entertained a very particular .*** * * 

lujfta, whither he had been fent n tfi - n 
htcr. No reafon was given for 
es his refufal to conform to the 
t country : but however affe&cd 
Cbrifltan might be with the ruin of his dominions, and im- 
* prifonment of his fon, he was not difeoncerted. On the 

• p contriry 
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contrary, hd fummoned up all his refoiution orvthre occafinn* 
and determined to combat ill fortune by perfcterance, <Jjli- 
• gence, and courage. In fpite of his grey haiir^he deter¬ 
mined to command in perfon an expedition he n]^4i&j&d^ 
again ft Sweden, which he knc&r would oblige the Swedes to 
evacuate his dominions for the dc^nce of their own. Setting 
fail he arrived before Gottenburg, with a view to befiege it by 
fea, while a body of forces he had ordered to meet him in- 
( veiled it by land, • 

Count HORN no fooner had intelligence of this expedition, 

I loin re- than he marched with the utmoft diligence for the protection 
luvrs and 6f Gettenburg, fruftrated the king's tlctign of reducing the 
rtufes the city, buf tfcd not defeat the reft of hi* project, that of draw- 
J*'/* *f ing a part of the Swedijh army out of his dominions. The 
Gotten- count's army would indeed have been insufficient to fa \xGot- 
tenburg , had not a fleet of thirl/ Dutch (Kips appeased off the 
harbour to affiff him. This fquadron the Swedes obtained 
from private perfons in Holland , the itates refuting to declare 
againft Denmark , though it is probable they connived at thefe 
fuccours* Cbrijlian was by this means baffled in his attempt 
on Got tenburg but he had the good fortune to fruftrate the 
enemy’s detigns on Fionia. Leaving the greater pajt of his 
fleet before Gcttcnbw g, he YeJ fail for Copenhagen , in order to 
folicit affiftance from the emperor, with which he doubted • 
not he (houid be able to thrive the enemy out of 'Jutland . 
Immediately he tent an envoy to Vienna , and engaged to come 
to no agreement with Sweden, provided his imperial majefly 
would fend him the promifed fuccourfffcq^He added, that he 
could not avoid entertaining fotne fufpicions of his imperial 
majefty’s tinceritv, as thefe fuccours had been fo long witheld. 
The ambafly had all the eff’eCl defired,*thc ejjnperor ordered 
the count Galas to haften his march, and took effectual tnea- 
fures for aflifting Denmark. 

France It was now lb** lb® court of France fent the fieur de la 
qfo s her ■ Tbuillcrie to Copenhagen , with inftructions to reconcile the 
mediation, two northern crowns, if poffible. The ftates-general like- 
wife offered their mediation. Both ambafladprs had an au¬ 
dience j but the king deferred giving an anfvra, uatil he bad 
fird engaged the Swedijh fleet. mLhsIas Fiemkng, tb«: ene¬ 
my's admiral, was failed for Cbri/lianfrf^fs to coimrlt with Tor- 
Jlcnftn on their future operations. Tnifi^-w^Ling followed 
him with a fquadron of forty-four fhips of 
tight at the time when Fleming was bufy in landmgUroLtroops. 
It was certainly an omiffion that he did not attack hifia in this 
tituation, while the fleet was in confution a but Chrtfiian re¬ 
vived to take no advantage, fuffered him quietly to remibarlc. 
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the forces, knh did not give the fignal to engagtf befo Fit* 
mim had foriticd the line, and flood out to fea in order of 
battle. Hie majefty in the Trinity hote along fide the 
and begun tjjie fight, by a continual tire. 

The other diviftons followed, and a general engagement 
commenced. Nothing copld equal the king's ragei net's and 
prefence of mind ; he gave orders with cooinefs in the midft 
of danger, and expofed his per ion, without regard to the 
confequcncc of his life. A mufket bullet wounded him in 
the right eye, and the ball of a cannon drew blood from his 
left car, yet did he remain unconcerned upon deck; and could 
not be prevailed on to draw out of the line until his fhip* 
was difahlcd by the lol's of her topmaft and bowfpifil. This * ,n t 

accident and his wound gradually cooled the impetuofity of an 

officers, and furnifhed the Swedi/h admiral with an opportu- 
my of retiring under cover df the night to Chrijiianpreft i swcdilla 
after an engagement that lafled for four hours. » f 

CHRISTIAN repaired his (hips in the heft manner poffi- 
ble, ftood next day before the harbour, and endeavoured to 
'draw the Swedijh admiral tel a fecond engagement; But per¬ 
ceiving he was determined to keep cloi'c, healanded four 
hundred jmen, who took pofleflion of an eminence that com¬ 
manded the harbour, erected jjitterics, and from thence 
•played furioufly on the enemy’s (hipping. Fleming wat 
wounded in the knee by a catjfion bail, and died two days 
after, which was the principal lots the Swedes fuftained, as 
they had not above three hundred men killed in the pre¬ 
ceding a&ion, hot a?j9t'was. Gujiuvus JVrangel iuccecded to 
his command, and gaining fome advantage over the Danes 
on fhnre, he was encouraged by the at dour which this re¬ 
newed in the kanieif, to offer battle to the king^ fleet. This 
however the Danijh admiral declined, as his ir.ftjcfty was re¬ 
turned to Copenhagen^ and had carried with him a confider- 
able part of the fquadron. It was this circumftance that 
made both nations claim the vi&ory, and lb inccnfed CbriJ* 
tiatty that he ordered admiral Ghed to he tried by a court? 
martial, condemned, and beheaded. 

His m*jcft#was no fooncr arrived at Copenhagen , than 
Jic made fretf rcmonftnjatfees to the court of Vienna . The 
emperor hadpiven inj|nu£l»ons to general Galas to begin bis 
mar ch, ( ccnjfsfr&g?rto affift Denmark , yet fome obftru&fonf 
«#p^iJ^^nterj)ofed. At I aft however the imperial forces 
arrivedpn the frontiers of Holjlein and Slefwick j bat before 
they enl^fd upon their operations, all parties began to lifted 
to the proportions of the French ambanador, and the preli* 
-minwrhs pt Che peace of Mbtjier Were negotiating. Wttl| 

cefped 
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refpeft to the particular quarrel between the^tfto northern 
crowns, the fietu Thuiileric managed the negotiation with fo , 
much addrefe, thpt both confentcd to fend comthtflarics to 
Bofcmbroo, to terminate their (differences. Both fides lie-.. - 
ever railed their pretenfions high, and he in vain folicited a 
fufpenfion of arms, during the filing of the congrefs. Happy 
would it have been for Denmark had he fuccecded ; for foon 
after the -two fleets met off the ifland Femeren , and engaged 
with the utmoft acrimony. After a bloody and obftinate ac¬ 
tion, the Danijh admiral, vice-admiral, and twelve (hips of 
war were taken, funk, and deployed, and four thoufand men 
killed. ..In the chare feveial more were run afhore or taken, 
and of the whole Danijh fleet, only two fhips got fafe into 
port. The victory was not gained without lo!s on the fide 
of the Swedes j it however railed their courage, and furnifhed 
ThutUerie with frefh arguments to urge the king 'to peace. 
It was remarkable however rhac all Chrijlian\ propofals and 
replies tended rather to eftablifh the general peace of Europe , 
as a mediator, than to terminate his own particular differ¬ 
ences with Sweden. In the courfe of the war he had con¬ 
tracted an ineconcileable enmity to that kingdom, which was 
increafed by his Ioffes, th^t lerved only to four hi temper 
and whet his courage. Cbrijiian was at this time theoldcft 
monarch in Europe, yet hiX councils were governed by that' 
impetuous ardoir which ufualiy accompanies youth, it re- 

? |uired all the maflerly eloquence and ingenious addrefs of the 
ieur Thuillerief to prevail on him to a£t according to the dic¬ 
tates of prudence and ncceflity, lathcAiian inclination, which 
would only have made him prolong the war, to the extinc¬ 
tion of both monarchies. At laft however he gave way to 
the remonftrinces of the French miniftcr, He/aw his own do¬ 
minions the theatre of war, and the horrid fccne of bloodfhed, 
rapine, and diforder j he faw the tardmefs of the imperial 
court, and that little flrefs was to be laid on their prermifes; 
he faw all the commercial part of Europe ready to combine 
againft him, if he kept up the high cufloms of the Sound, 
and yet this was one great means of being'gble to carry on 
the war. Thefe cunfiderations 3$, length ovc-caifle his re- 
fentmenr, and he gave orders to hr. ^miniffersViat Brefembroo 
to put the laft hand to the treaty of ^jace in Lgitation. 

By this treaty Sweden reftored all the cnlff, jfay ns^caftles , *, 
fortrefles, and lands, conquered during the war7\. rjuftahu, * 
Schonen , Holland , Bit king. Bark helm, Holjlein , Stormt Diit%- 
tnarjh , Fionia, and other parts of the Danijh vl. minions. 
Chrijlian , on his fide, reftored to the quc%n the provinces of 
y«tnptland and Hamdaltn ; the ifle of Gothland, with the day 
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and citadel of IViJby, which had for fo many ages \>een a bone 
of contention between the two kingdoms; the iflands, and 
dependent branches of the Baltick , of Oefel and Arnjburp ; to* 
^Xbm-4$th fome other places of lefs confideration. It was 
farther ftipulated, that Sweden fhould poflefs the province of 
Holland, with all its citie* > cattles, and lands, for the fpace 
of thirty years, as a full feeurity of the right of navigation 
and commerce in the Sound and Great Belt, and of the com¬ 
plete ^performance of the prefent treaty. , 

Such were the hard terms to which the necettity of the 
times obliged Cbrijlian to accede. Juft before the treaty was 
figned, a Dutch fquadron of forty'eight fail bad appeared in 
the Sound, with intention to join the Swedes ; and^his it was 
that obliged his majetty to confent to the laft article of the 
treaty. 

THUILLERIE was not cdhtented with eftablifhing peace A. D. 
between the northern crowns: he formed an alliance between 1647. 
the courts of Ferfailles and Copenhagen, by which the latter 
was prohibited from affording afliftance, diredtly or indire&ly, 

•to the emperor. He next endeavoured to prevail on Chrijhna, 
queen of Sweden , to rclinquifli her claim to Bremen, and re** 
ftore Frederick, the king of Denmark's brother, to that arch- 
bifhopric ; but her majetty was n<?t in a humour to make any 
'conce(lions to a prince who, fhe knew, bore a mortal averiton 
to Sweden. In the midft of this "negotiation, and before the 
public tranquillity was ettablilhed upon a folia bafts, Cbrijlian 
was taken ill of a diftemper, which alarmed "the court, ac¬ 
quired great ftrcngtb«Mj a few days, and carried him off on A. D. 
the twenty-eighth of February, 1648, at the age of feventy- 1648* 
one, and in the fixtieth year of his reign (A). ChriftianV 

CHRISTIAN wa*poffefled of admirable qualities of mind death and 
and body; but had a vindi&ive obftmacyof temper, which char aider. 
made him purfue his animoftties beyond the dictates of 
prudence. To his laft day he retained all the fire and vehe¬ 
mence of youth, commanded his fleets and armies in peffon, 
after he had wore the crown near ftxty years ; threw himielf in 
the midft of dampers, at an age when the faculties of the mind 

(A) *Moit modern wr^tJh, during the refidence of the 
and in particuMr Pujfendfff', and French ambaffador in Denmark, 
the author oAJhiib&fnt State and juft at the time he ’was 
-^f.i.FTTV ^f^Sce this prince’s tranfafting the affair of Bre- 
death in Ait .year 1649, which men[ 1). 

.jfe ctrtaimy * mifiake, as he died 

(1) Vif. Mem. deCbatiutt, p. *04. Finerio Siri, tm.n. pure. tn* 
lln. it Vast dtMv*fer, tom. i. p. a»S. tin Rtclt., ti>n. v. p. 415. 


and ' 
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bodyare uftially enervated ; was to the l aft jealous imS 
tenacious of the^Jignity of his crown, and the happineft of 
his people \ though too ftrift a regard for the forms^proved 
all his life the dettru£Hon of th-' latter* On the whrfejTTfcFW- 
ever, he was a monarch of an able head, ftrong arm, exten- 
five capacity* and great magnafutnity; qualities unhappily 
tinctured with violent paffions* which frequently obfcured 
every fay of underftantling, and locked up the exertion of 
that folid rcafon with which nature had endowed him * (Bj. 

,, ■ Vid. Puffend. Hid. pafEn, Chytrtci Chron. p. io6, St 
feq. lib.<:itat. in not. 

(B) We mult not clofe this divorced his queen to gratify aft 
prince's character without ob- ambitious mittreis: at lead the 
ierving, that he Was greatly ad- affair was debated ea the fe- 
dided to vencryj and adually nate. 

SECT. XVl. 

r' 

Containing the Affairs of Denmark to the Aucffion of 

Chh/tian V. 

t 

FREDERICK Iir. 

Prede- TOURING "the late reign the nobility had greatly ex- 
rick III. ^ tended their privileges, and wcrelttiw for railing retlde- 
mor to the throne, in prejudice to his brother Frederick, the 
only legitimate child of the late king Cbri/lian. Almoft all 
The D*. R* n g* s daujghcers by his concubines wire married to Danijb 
nifh noli- n °blemtn, who, from this alliance, found means to break 
Uty extend through the bounds tics of the con ft i tut ion, to exalt them- 
theirpri - fdves on the ruin of the commons, and gratify their own luft 
•uilrgti. of power at the expence of the royal prerogative. Their in¬ 
tention in bellowing the crown on Faldemar, was no other 
than becaufe they expected to make their own terms with 
him ; and, indeed, before they acknowledged 'Srcdwick, they 
reduced his prerogative within tudv.narrow limits, and the 
rights of the people into fo fmall a cotmafs, thdt the one en¬ 
joy^ no more than the fhadow of nd the other 

only the mere fkeleton of departed liberty. 1 
alone enjoyed all pofts of honour and profit ) whiH t je com¬ 
mons were excluded even from military preferments hoove the 
rank of captain. Thofe haughty lords now refufea to pay 
the ufual contributions towards the fupport of government^ 

an* 
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am! threw the whole weight of taxes on the (houldrrs of their 
vafirils and inferiors. I 

* The late wars in Germany had deflroyed the forces of 
4; that with Sweden % the marine of the kingdom ; 

Norway fecmed difpofed to aifiime a republican form of go¬ 
vernment} the treafuiy waowexhaufted, private fortunes ruin¬ 
ed ; the nobility iniolent; the people humble, but discon¬ 
tented ; all grafped at fomething, and introduced the utmoft 
confufion. 

Such was the ftate of Denmark when Frederick afeended State oft* fif 
the throne. He began his reign with concluding a treaty o£ Ihigdom. 
alliance and redemption with the {fates-general of ^ho United 
Piovinces. By the firft, the parties were bound to aflift each 
other with four thoufand men, in cafe either was attacked; 
and by the latter, the Dutch agreed to pay one hundred and 
fifty thoufand florins yearly for the free pafiage of the « Sound, 
and two hundred thoufand rixdollars in advance at the con- 
clufion of the treaty. Both the minifters and merchants of 
Denmark complained of this treaty, which was to remain lit 
"Tlfrce. The miniftry demonftrated, that the revenue loft five 
hundred thoufand livres yearly by this redemption^treaty} and 
the merchants dreaded that this lp{$ would fall upon them, 
as the court would find it necefSiry to compenfate the defi¬ 
ciency by other duties. Even th Dutch merchants were not 
fatisfied, with refpe£t to the berfehc that would arife from it} 
yet did the ftates and his Danijh majefty come to a folenrm ra¬ 
tification towards the clofe of the year 1649, flotwithftatiding 
the remonftrances of <Hie court of Sweden t and fcveral com¬ 
mercial cities. 

To the difordered ftate of the kingdom may be added 
the mutual fufpi^ions entertained by the courts of Copenhagen 
and Stockholm of defigns upon each other} thoflgh, in fach 
all thefe jealoufies were without foundation, it being contrary 
to the true intcreft of either fo come to a rupture. The 
Swedes had equipped a fmall fquadron upon fome fecrct defign, 
and king Frederick had received ambaifics from Vienna and 
Madrid. Bothjycre alarmed: a thoufand conjeflurcs were 
formed, arid al>mf them Remote from the truth. A eoldnefs The grand 
likewife*arofe letween the king and the grand tnarechal Vie - marecAal t 
feld , whofe influence, the kingdom was too great for a fub- ttSefeld 

je&. A repo 4 ifriair'lhis minifter had poifoned the late king % dfgracei. 

‘ countenanced by Frederick ; and Ulefeld omitted 

nothing Vnat'^ould render himfelf more popular, in order to 
flereen bV from the king’s refentment, and ere& a barrier 
againft the royal wrflth, which he perceived gathering into a 
fisrm that might overwhelm him. Yet, sifter all, this roir.if- 

tcr 
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fer was forced to cfcape in difguife from Cepenhaget r, and take 
^ (belter under the wing of queen Cbrijlina , who protected him* 
not with (landing me countenance of friendfbip (he affumed 
towards Frederick , until fome y^irs after he was acknowledged 
the plenipotentiary of Sweden in the reign of Charles X. 

A p This year the elector of Brmnlmburg fent an envoy to 

1651 . Copenhagen, to negotiate a fociety of commerce and naviga- 
Daniih tion to the Eajl Indies, and particularly the ifland of Ceylon , 
t 6 ,.tpany between the fubjedts of Denmark and the electorate. It was 
tjkublijhtd propofed that ajoint (lock fhould be raifed, two thirds by the 
in the Ealt king, and the remainder by the elector ; and that four large 
Indies. (hips (heydd fail in the fpring with an ambaffador on board, 
who fhould remain governor of the fettlemcnts they might 
eftablifh. Sweden beheld with jealoufy thefe negnrations: 
the retnonflranccs of the Danijh envoy on the affair of Clef eld 
increafed the uneafinefs of that r court: Frederick's endeavours 
to break the late treaty (he had made with England, added 
freih fuel to the fparks of diitruft; and his treaty with Hoi- 
land almoft put the la(l hand to the breach between the two 
* kingdoms (A). 

1 S 2, \Vg mentioned a treaty of alliance and redemption (truck 
up between Denmark and JJeHund the firft year of Frederick's 
reign, in which it was ftipulf ted, that the contracting powers 
fhould affift each other with four thoufand men, in cafe of an * 
attack. It was now the butinefs of Holland , who was on the 
eve of a war with England, to (hew that the latter were the 
aggreflors. This Ketfer , the Dutch envoy, did not neglect: 
he, betides, ufed all his addrefs in detndderating the particular 
intereff Denmark had in preventing the ruin of the Dutch ma ¬ 
rine, and England from growing too formidable by fca; and 
he concluded with (hewing the neccffiVV of l>is Danijh ma- 
jefty’s equipping twenty-fhips of war, for the fecurity of his 
coafts and commerce. 

Whatever inclination Frederick might have to unite 
himfelf clofelyto the dates general, yet he entertained fcruples 
with rcfpc& to Kcijcrs propofals, bccaufc he apprehended that 

(A) It was immediately be* was truly chii£Sricd and ro- 
fore the treaty with Holland, mantle, on accent of'the in- 
that the king was informed, (IrurAetas appoiij 4 ed to coi-dudl 
from the Sicur Cbanute, the iL As Untied with no 

French refident at Stockholm, of a confequences, imw t hjgk pi 

confpiracy formed to dethrone it worthy of bci»g x tw?fce related 
him (1). Vlejeld was the prime in a general hi(torv. pVe have 
contriver of this plot, which mentioned it in Swedin. 

( 1 ) Mcmoirn dt Cbatmtt, f. 109 , & Jtf, 

Surg^tn 
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Stoedtn might join with England* and thus a»new war be 
lighted up in the riofth. He knew that Cbrifima was con- 
ftantly folicited by Ulftld to declare war upCln his matter* and 
that he had even ottered to fupport part of the ex pence that 
would attend a rupture. Jn*a word, he dreaded the effects 
of that powerful, difcontented, violent fugitive, who breath¬ 
ed nothing but vengeance^ and had got pofleflion of the 
queen’s ear. Another motive concurred to lender him more 
undetermined on this point. He was defirous of profiting 
by the emergency into which the United Provinces found 
tnemfelves plunged, and to difpcnfe with the payment of the 
fubfidy due to them, after the declaration of war, accord» 
ing to the former treaty. • 

By this delay, he gained a ftill greater advantage, though //,-fatn a 
accidental, and repugnant to the laws of hofpitality and of large fleet 
nations. An Englijh fleet of twenty-two merchantmen, la- o/'Kngli(h 
den with hll kinds of materials for Ihip-building, were per -mertbmt- 
fuaded, by Fredericks infinuations, to put into Copenhagen , Mftu 
in order to avoid the Dutch fleet in the Sound. They were 
no fooner entered the harbour, than the crews were feized, 

"Tuid fhips and efte&s confiscated by the king’s order: lo vio¬ 
lent and unwarrantable a proceeding left Denmark no alter¬ 
native. «The king had incurred the refentment of the Eng- 
lijh parliament, who made ipifited rcmonftranccs on this 
head by their envoy Bradjhaw , qs he was ncceflarily obliged 
to throw himfelf into the fcale* of Holland againft Cromwell 
and the parliament. Still, however, he diflembled, and 
feemed to liften favourably to Bradjhaw , in order to excite 
the jealoufy of the Ddhh envoy, and obtain the better terms. 

At length, however, the alliance fo much wiflied for by ^„ oi ^ rr 
Holland was finally concluded in the month of February treaty 
1653, by which* the king obliged himfelf to cquig a fquadron with the 
of twenty fail, and the Dutch engaged to pay him a fubfidy Dutch, 
of one hundred and forty thoufand rix dollars. Thus, 
by fetting twenty (hips to fea, he not only avoided pay¬ 
ment of a yearly fubfidy, but received a confiderablc annual 
fum from his ally. 

HO LLA UpD drew one very peculiar advantage from 
this armatrfcnt.'as it prevented the Englijh from imparting na¬ 
val ttor£$ froirj the north j and this, indeed, was the only 
fervice the United Prrjfnas drew from the alliance of Den - 
mark. fJ ptmfsfte #Wle, it mutt be owned, that Frederk 
negotiation like a true politician, deduced leveral 
important advantages from it with refpe& to the Afiatic 
MOD.Wt. Vot. XXXII. I i trade. 
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trade, and obtained fcverat firms of money from the dates, 
upon very frivolous grounds \ 

A. D. About the year 1654 it was that his majefty and tne 
* 1654. dates of Holland changed their l^ntiments w ith iefpe£|; to the 
redemption-treaty. Frederic had charged his envoy at the 
Hague y to offer the abolition of tbp fubfidy ; and the mer¬ 
chants of Amj'tcrdam , who by this time became fenfiblc of the 
conveniency of a free traffic, relufed it. On more mature 
TeHexion, however, they confented. They perccivcd,.that 
in time of war the commerce with the northern powers 
Was fo confidcrable, that it would be more to their advantage 
to pay tfyc duties of the Shim! , than the yearly fubfidy. No 
fooner had they aftented to Frederics propofal, than he re¬ 
traced, and infilled upon adhering to the treaty of redemp¬ 
tion ; but the fiates-gcncral represented, that, relying on h:s 
royal woid given in the perfon' cA bis ambafi'ador, they had 
neglcdled to exaft the ufual tax from the trader.^, and con- 
fequcntly the load of the fubfidy mult fail upon them. This 
remonftrance had the effedt, and the treaty of redemption 
was anullciJ. 

T/-e rlj.-# In the mran time Frederic laboured to engage the queen 
c/Trede- of Sweden to declare againft the EngUJIj parliament ; but her 

tie's p** mnjefty not only refilled afi his felicitations, but exerted her 

Idict. utmott ability to make the king renounce his alliance with 

Holland, Neither took effddl, and the endeavours of both 
jy.,-. i were interrupted, by the renewal of their difputcs about the 
*iwt 6 Swc- g ran d marefch.d l/If. Id, Her majcily folicitcd his pardon ; 
den and Frederic not only denied her req^ft, but infilled upon 

cerning his being furrendered, or at leafthis retracing a bitter libel 

UJfeld. be had publilhed againft him, and alking pardon in a pub¬ 

lic manner : to neither of which Cbrijlrua wquld, for a long 
time, confent. At length, the king diew up a charge 
againft Ulfefdj containing a variety of articles, and among 
others the embezzlentcnt of a fum of money, which he had 
ordered to be remitted to Charles II. of England , at that 
time a fugitive in HAiaruL The queen, for a long time, 
refufed to give credit to this charge j but on Charles's letter 
to the king of Denmark , affirming, that ocitfcer himfelf, nor 
any of his court, had received fuch a remittance, fhe Teem¬ 
ed convinced of UIf eld's treachery, and promis'd to abandon 
him to his fate, and withdraw the prol<W^ti[ of which he 
was unworthy. Nothing, however, came 
VIf eld had gained the afeendant over the queen ;\e .either 
perfuadvd her, that he really was innocent, or flif/chotc to 

Mem. de Chan. p.‘i2$. > Mem. de Tcrlon. paflim. # 
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believe him fo. Certain it is, that, tnftead of withdrawing 
!*rr protection, (he grofsly affronted th zf)anijh ambaffador, 
who fupported with great fpirit the dignity of his royal matter, 
and hie own public character c . 

Score after this event i: was, that the dates of Denmirk* p kt j). 
affemblcd, and pub!ickl^»cknow!edged Chrijlian , the cldeft 1655I 
fon of Frederic^ his immediate fuccefibr in the throne, and 
/ performed homage to him in that quality. About this time, 

Jikewife, Frederic was obferved to behold with a jealous eye, 
the rapid conqucfU of the young monarch of Sweden in Po¬ 
land. His jealoufy was greatly augmented by an embajjy 
from the United Province^ reprefenting the dange* it would politics «/ 
be to the D /kijIj commerce, if Cbm la X. ihould poflefs him- Sweden J 
felf of the confts of the Baltic y as infallibly he mud, fhould and Den- 
hc reduce Liva:ia y Pericrania, and Prnjfia. In cozifequencc mark, 
of the rfmondrances of the ftatc^-gcneml, a frefli alliance 
was concluded, a fleet of forty fail of Dutch men of war 
^ent to the Baltic , under the command of admiral Opdam y 
apd a resolution taken to fruftratc the king of Sweden's dc- 
"*Hgn of laying fiegc to Dantzic, before which city Opthun ap¬ 
peared with his fleet. ' 

Cl 14 RLE S knew of what importance it was to avoid a 
ruptute with Denmark , while l»e was deeply engaged in a 
• war with other powers j he fought, therefore, to cultivate 
the friendihip of his Danijb mSjcfty, arid fejjt an ambaffador 
to Cjp-.nhaptn with that view, and to prevent the junction of 
the D unijb and Dutch fleets. But Frederic could not he 
brought to renouncchis engagements to Holland , though ho ' 
pofltively denied his entertaining any defigns againft Sweden. 

In a word, the emb^fly ended in nothing •, as it was evident, 
that Frederic cyjiy watched the opportunity of*attacking his 
Swcdijh majefty, when he was weakened by the war on his 
hands, in order to recover HaOand, and other places ceded 
by the lafl: treaty. 

The arrival of the Dutch fleet in the Baltic gave great -d Dutch 
offence to Charles j his ambafliidor remonftrated on that fca ar- 


head, but to by.Ie purpofe : and now a rupture between the 
two crovfns was apparently at no great diftancc, notwith- 
ftandijfg Fred'He fent an ambaffador to the Swcdijh king, at 
that time in- Prnjfia . The intention of this embaffy was 
indeed no mrre, tnan to keep up certain appearances with 
'Qba.lliy until the fucccft of his arms was known \ and the 


u\ts in 
the Baltic? 
A. D. 
1656. 


fame .re^fon prevented the Danijb monarch from joining his 
fleet irnr^.ediateiy with the Dutch fquadron. 


Hifl. dc Reine ChriAinc, tom. i. p. 197. 
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Upon intelligence of fome confiderable lodes which the 
Swedijh army fuftaimtd, Frederic was going to declare openly 
againft Sweden, had he not been embarraffed by the fudden 
departure of the Dutch fleet from JDantzic, and dill more dif- 



at Copenhagen. Bnimngm exclaimed againft this proceeding j 
he fent remonftranccs to the ftates-general, couched in the 
ftrongeft terms, exhorting them to keep firm to their en¬ 
gagements with Denmark , but in vain, for Opdam received 
pofltive orders to return to Holland' 1 . 

A. D. FRE D ERIC now hefitated whether he fhould ven- 


1637. ture to declare war, or wait the effc&s of Buiningen* s remon- 
ftrances to the penfioner De H'tt. That honeft minifter 
ftill continued to exert his endeavours to maintain *he alli¬ 
ance between Holland and the king; but he gave a different 
turn to his reprefentations. He now affirmed, that it was 
the intereftof the ftates-gencral to animate Frederic againft 
the king of Sweden, not only to flop the progrefs of tin 
latter, but t 6 engrofs the whole trade of the Baltic, while 
thefe two powers were at v\jar. Buiningen’s was penfioner of 
AmjUrdam, underftood the true intereft of his country, and 
was ftrenuoufiy the friend, of commerce. His influence, 
likewife, among, the merchants was fo great, that moft of 
. them falling in with his opinion, fitted out private /hips of 
war againft the ‘Swedes , and excufed themfeives, by faying 
they would do the very fame for hire againft Denmark. 
Frederic FREDERIC, now affured that he would be counte- 

dttlaret nanced by Holland, in fpite of the treaties the republic had 
war a- fo lately concluded with the king of Sweden, did not ballance 

gain/ long about declaring war; but'was obliged 'to go back to 
Sweden, the year 1644 for motives to juftify his conduit. This ref¬ 
lation was indeed oppofed by all grave perfons 5 but M. de 
Gerfdorf, a Saxon gentleman of ancient family, who had ac¬ 
quired great credit at court, from the fupenority of his ge¬ 
nius, and his many important fervices, at length determined 
the king. He was further confirmed by the'information of 
the Dutch ambaffador ; and all the endeavours of the.ifVm/j 
minifter could not now prevent a rupture. Mj Durelle , the 
Swedijh minifter, remonftrated againft‘this unprovoked de- 
fign } but his arguments having no effe&, he was recalled, 
and had fcarce left Copenhagen, before three Swedijh priaes 
were brought into that harbour. 


4 Mem. de TxiLon,ibid ( 
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Now the army took the field under general Bilde, and Hit army 
•traverfing Holftein, eroded the Elbe, an 4 covered the diocefe mm Brt- 
of Bremen , to which Frederic formed pretenfions. Th<^fc en * 
whole diocefe was laid tinder contribution; I'ome towns 


were taken, and the ficge of Stadt formed. The king with 
his fleet, joined by th z&uicb private (hips of war, fet fail 
at the fame time to Dantzic ; but hearing that Charles Gujta- 
vus was in Pomerania , he retired to Copenhagen. I Vrangel, 
tlfe Swedijh admiral, defeated a body of Danes in Bremen , and 
obliged them to repafs to Holftein , with thelofiof three thou- 
fand men. Moft of the officers in the Danijh army were 
natives of Holftein , and confequently defirous protecting 
their native country. With that intention this retreat was 
made againft the advice of general Bilde. 

This firft difgrace which his arms fuffered, convinced 
Fredertc, that he inufl link himfelf ftrongly with Holland, if 
he would either conquer or refill his enemy. In confe- 
.. quence, a new treaty of alliance was figned, whereby the - 
parties agreed to affift each other with fix thoufand men, or 1 
'"in default of men and* (hips, with an equivalent fum of 
money. This meafure foon became ncceftkfy, for Guftavus j 
was at the head of'a numerous army, at the very time that 1 
all the world believed his forties were entirely broken in Po¬ 
land. Immediately he appealed in Holftein, and took four 
regiments of Danes prifonerl of war, aftej; a brave refiftancc. 
Jtzebee was laid in a(he<,and the Swedijh king was preparing 
to march his army into Jutland ; but tef this there was an 
obftrtnSlion which nefeared was unfurmountablc. It was the 
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• fortrefs of Frederics-Odde, defended by Ax ftrong baft ions, and 
a numerous garrifgn. Tnis he attacked ; but after fpending 
fomc days before the place, he fet out for Hfijinar, and left 
JVrangel to block up Frederics-Odde with his troops. Wrangtl, 
tired with a tedious blockade, determined to give the aflauit 
before he had battered in breach. The attack was made 


an hour before day, in four different quarters, while pe¬ 
tards were applied to the gate, in order to make way for the 
cavalry. Hi*: difpofition was excellent, and it was crowned p re deric*- 
with Affccefs. While the garrifon was wrapt in fleep, the odde ta - 
Swedes fealed the walls, and became, in a few hours, mafters ken by the 
cf a place, that might have withftood the efforts of their Swedes, 
whole army for a greater number of months. . 

14 ad Frederic *s prerogative been lefs reftrained, and the 
army more in his power, intrepid and generous as he was, 
he would undoubtedly have flopped the prog refs of the 
Szvedts, and fav£ti Frederics-Odde. Neither B'tldc, nor the 
•Other offices, wanted coprage or ability, but their ex peri- 

4* 1 i 3 cuce 
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cnee was not great, and their influence in the army very in- 
confidcrable. On ^ie frontiers, indeed, the Swedes fuftuined 
\.„a repulfe, and were entirely defeated at Knaro in Hall and. 
At the fame time, the Sw-dijh fleet, confiding of twenty- 
jfix men of war, and as many merchantmen converted into 
Battle be - armed lhips, met with the Dam jft, fquadron, and offered 
tauten the battle. The Danijh admiral, depending on the alhlbnce of 
Jlecii cf 11 ’itte Wit fan , the Dutch admiral, did not decline the engage- 

jDenmark men t, A fuiious battle was fought, in which the Danes 
and Swe- behaved with extraordinary courage. Unfuppoited by tneir 
?’ * w . good allies, they maintained the atflion again!! an enemy 
^former are double in plumber. The admiral's (h'p, piatccd with five 
deferred hundred cannon fhot, was fo fluttered, as neccffirily to 

h their draw out of the line; notwitbftanding which the rdf of 

allies, thcfquadron continued the fight, and obliged the Ikvedes to 
put into the port of IViJmar. Both fidcs, indeed, >daimed 
the victory, and neither, perhaps, with lufflcictu real'on, as 
it was in fact a diawn battle, though the ciici-mftancc Jaft 
mentioned feems to declare the advantage on the fide of the 
Danes . Kvcn hosf-cnius, tlic Sa-cdijh hifloiian, owns" 5 , th..i ru*- 
gicat benefit Kfuited to the Suwics from tms aifi on, and he 
blames ccitain captains of fjiips, who were luppofed not to 
have done their duty f . u 

VVhatfvfr. I'uccefs Drderids arms had elfewhcre, (till 
the lofs of Feederics-OdJe was a fevere blow, which he de¬ 
termined to revenge. M. Refuting was difpatchcd to the 
Hague, to prevent the ratification of the treaty of Bluing, and 
to borrow a million. 1 'he commiflion was delicate j for, on 
the one hand, the Dutch apprehended that the piogrefs of 
Charles would render him maftcr of the Bali;:, to the 
great prejudicy, of their commerce ; and f<n th.c other, they 
dreaded the imputation of levity and perfidy, if they refufed 
to ratify the treaty. In the mean time, they ventured to 
lend his Danijh majefty 600,000 livres; but refufed to meddle 
in the affair of the treaty, till they had deliberated more ma¬ 
turely on a point that affected the reputation of the United 
Provinces . 

£ 

ly was the intereft of a great many powers to oppofe the 
aggrandizement of Charles Gujlavus. He forefaw thisf and 
relolved by celerity and addrefs to baffle the defigns formed 
to fupport Denmark . lie projected the invafion of Ficnia in 
the winter, before Frederic could draw together a fufficient 
force to oppofe him ; and his feheme was greatly forwarded 
by a hard froft, that rendered tranfports unnecdiary. He 

« 
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fot out from Kiel on the third of February ; marched his army Charlei 
n^er the Little Belt on the icc, where he ^was oppofed by a Auguflm 
flrong tv>dy of Danes , whom he defeated, after a (harp cn- nJfaa'ts 
gagem^nf, and the lofs oQ three regiments, who were wemnark, 
drowned by the breaking of the ice; tuck. OJenfee thccjpi- rnA 
ml of the ifland, reduced f$nvbo"gy made an attack on four ^' VLf 
Danijb men of war locked up by the ice, but was rcpuHcd *' r *? 
and budis d by the intiepidiry of the admiral, and at length ind ' 

' formed the perilous and intrepid defign of palling over the • 
ice to 7 . eland ; a feherne Irj novel, Id excellently planned and 
boldly execuicJ, as rail'd ihc admiration of all men, and will 
ever be recorded as one < f the molt d.iiing attempts ever 
made in fuch iircuml\t:iccs. Wc (hall have hccafion to 
dwell upon particulars in the hi dory of Sweden $ lulliucnt 
it i : for our y. l f nt occafion, that he firft airived in Laland , 
and ilex* in /dandy a:ter cfdfping a thoufand imminent dan- 
gets, m. 11 xlnbiting as many proofs of an invincible courage, 
an cntc.p.i'cmy genius a ready execution, and every quali- 
UV o’ a great king and commander. 

* Cu.a i<Gujhnnc, anived in Xdandy he was met at A. D. 

Jilt ncv.burg by AL<<a',ws, Ci ciruveift, ,envoy, anti by Grfdorfy 1658. 

S':!y and ALns Ihtiuk, with propofals of peace, lie ap- Vicpnjah 
p-'itu ;>itiic fugitive UlfdJ to tjeat with them; and it was tfj-txue. 
ealy to fee, from this circumftancc, what tarns he expert- 
td. Honour required, that Frederic fhould refufe admitting 
Uif 1 il unto the congrcfs ; but l.is unhappy circumffances 
obliged hun to over pui.iCi.il ios, and Acknowledge for 
the plcn potentiary <f Sweden y a rebel, who was at this very 
time int;iguing t > dethrone his natural fovrrugn, and fedu- 
c : ng te.c noh.i.tv of Copenhagen from their allegiance, by 
large pi o 1 rule s t r o m l had a Gr/lavus. # 

While preliminaries rcfpc&ing this congrefs weie ad- 
i tiding, the SivediJJj monarch was marching towards Co pen- 
iagcKy and arrived with'n four leagues of that capital, 
where he halted, to refrclh his troops, and deliberate whe¬ 
ther he (hould attempt it by adault. The c ity was thiown 
into the ut.rrofl conflernation, but the king’s prefence, and 
exhortations, kept them from defponding. General Krcmpen Guflavus 
was a* the head of a fmall body of gentlemen, peafants, and itfhn to 
failors. To thefc he joined about 2CQO horfe and 800 regu- l“y J u & e fl ‘ 
lar infantry, making in the whole a corps of 4000 men, £°P eri & a * 
with which he offered to Art fire to the fuburbs, attack the £ en ‘ 
king of Sweden at Keucky and reduce that place to afhes. 

Frederic approved of the fcheme, and would have command¬ 
ed the expedition#!! perfon, had not the fame refolutely op- 
fed his intention j alied^g, that the lofs of one battle, 

and 
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andthe fmallsft aectderttwhich fhould happen to his maje/ty f g 
perfon, would endanger- the whole kingdom. The king*s 
ardour and courage fecmed to rife with his misfortunes, and 
required all the endeavours of^he fenate to moderate them. 
Certain it is, that vigorous meafures, and hazardous firokes, 
were nccefiary in the prefent emdtgency $ and that the king 
wanted neither conduit to plan, nor courage to execute, any 
project for the good of his kingdom. He is therefore un- 
juftly blamed for not accepting Krempen’s propofal, which Vas 
rejedted merely by the fenate, and highly applauded by the 
king. 

In the piean while the negotiations went on but (lowly. 
Sweden infilled upon conditions, which ought only to be 
granted, after Copenhagen , and all the fortrenes of the king* 
dom, were in the hands of GtUlavm \ and thefe hard termf 
were aggravated, by the haughty condudl and fathrical ex- 
preffions of Ufeld. In a word* the Danijh minifters refufed 
to accept the conditions propofea, thinking it better toperilb 
after a vigorous refiftance, than to Hoop to a lhameful ar 
ignominious fubmiffion. They were beftdes in hopes’/ that 
the rigour of* the feafon, the fatigue and famine they mull 
undergo, would foon ruin the Swed'Jh army, corld they 
have the refolution to refill ahem but for a fhort time. 

Thus all hopes of acconvnodation vanilhed, and Frederic 
had only to rely on his own courage and condufl, and on the 
fidelity and valour cf his fubje&s. The walls of the city 
were ruinousj St was deditute of provifion, ammunition, 
and every necelTary of defence; it was crouded with peafants, 
who anfwered no purpofe beftdes containing the little lloreis 
that were there. The nobility .were^ discontented j they 
exclaimed ageinft the adminiHration, mflead of defending 
their country, and thought they tafficiently (hewed their 
patriotifm by crying out, that the kingdom was fold. Yet 
amidil all thefe diforders, Frederic preserved ft firmnefs that 
was aftonifhing. A victorious enemy without his walls, 
famine, difeord, and every fpecies of contafion within, he 
remained intrepid, undaunted, and full of couiage. His queen 
likewife gave proofs of refolution and conllancy ftr beyond 
her fex. However, on the approach of the SwtdiS army 
within fight of the city, and their taking polfelfion of certain 
polls, which in a manner blocked up the garrifon, the nobi¬ 
lity became fo clamorous, that Frederic was compelled to 
fend M. Gerfdotf to Ywwhere the mediators Hill re¬ 
mained, in order to conclude a peace upon any terms. 

GERSDORF was aftoniflbed to find onVtis arrival, that the 
Suedes had relinquifhcd* fomtf^f the moH rigid conditio; 
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Middle tn6re f when he was made acquainted, that this 
cumplaifance was owing to the mediathan of Ulfeld. He 
doubted not, but this nobleman's love for bis country return- < 
ed in fall tide, upon obferviflg the low ebb to which it was 
reduced. At laft, after much altercation, peace was a&ual- • 
ly figned between the twAftings, on the 28th day of Febru¬ 
ary, Frederic contenting to cede Hattand, Scbonen , Blektng , 
s the ifland of Borkbolm , the citadel and fief of Babui , the 
feigftiory and fief of Diontbctm , with all its towns, caftles, 
fort redes, and dependences. 

M. Van Buintngen fired at this treaty; he reproach*! 
MeadnvSy the Englijh envoy, with double dealing % and he 
complained of M. Gtrfdorf, lecaufe, inftead of maintain¬ 
ing the treaty between and Denmark , he had, on 

the contrary, opened an inle^to all foreigners into the Baltic, 
by contenting that all treaties, contrary to the intereft of 
either king, ihould b? annulled. Gerfdorf vindicated him- 
t JQjplf by the plea of necefflty, which would not admit of 
/^ure to/ronfult the allies of Denmark ; and indeed matters 
were tlten at fuch a crifis, that Frederic's conduct can need 
no excufe, with refpeit to the Dutch, if we coflfiderthe bc- 
haviouoof their admiral in the Jaft fca-engagement. Van 
Buintngen perceiving all his endeavours to break the peace 
‘ baffled, thought of an expediei|t, which he hoped would at 
leaft retard, if not wholly prevent its execution. He ad* 
vifed Fredtric not to put the king of Sweden in pofiefflon of 
Scbonen , till that monarch had fir ft evacuatt-8 Z eland. Frt- 
det tc approved of the fcheme; but it was traverfed by the 
fufpicion of the Swedijb king, who immediately fent a 
part of his army to uiveft Copenhagen . 

The war awoiill have again been renewed, and the 
Dutch ambaflador’s end fully anfwered, had nof the media¬ 
tors interpofed, and given the ftrongeft a durances of Frederic's 
intention to perform his contra&. Upon this Charles Guf¬ 
faws wholly changed hts fentiments, and from the extreme 
of diftruft, pafted fuddenly to the other extreme of too much 
confidence in his enemy. King Frederic had prepared in 
entertamfhent for the foreign minifters, at his royal feat of 
Fredeficjburgh, whither Gunavus , attended by a fmall re¬ 
tinue, went, uninvited and unexpected (A). Such intcr- 

(A) Some writers alledge, hislecurity (1); but of this we 
that Fredertc bad given him his find no mention in the moft au- 
Word, aad even boftages for tbentic memoir.. 

^1) Da Ruba, fury*, f. Sr, 


new. 



jin inter- views afc cvfer ofa^elicate nature, andmore particularly 
•view be- when the comjuergtf puts himfelf in the power of the con- 
iwten uht qucred. Had Fnderic arrefted him, and obliged him to re- 
tnuo bi/igs. {tore all the provinces ceded to Sweden, policy wou).d have 
A. D. approved the perfidy, as a neceflary meafure, and pofterity 
1658.' would regard it as one of thole qp jitterly flrokes of the cabi¬ 
net, about which few princes would entertain any fcruples. 
But the great foul of Frederic refitted the temptation, and 
defpifed the treachery. He difdained any advantages deduced 
from a breach of honour and hofpitaiity. It is true, indeed, 
he had formerly given way to a fmaller temptation, when 
htr feized the Englijh fleet of merchantmen at Copenhagen ; 
but ther£ arc not wanting arguments to palliate his condud 
on that occafion. Interviews of this nature fcldom occur j 
$nd when they do, it never happens but one of the parties 
is a lofcr. What, however, wv Angular in thi?, was, that 
all the advantage happened to nc op the flue of Gujla'jus, 
who received new hints by thisvifit, which laid the founda¬ 
tion of a fecond war with Denmark, Be this as it will, 
princes lived for two days together in the utmofthiCT.'trSjr* 
and parted lpith all the appearances of a folid efleem and 
friendJfhip. It was on this occafion that the queen artfully 
dropt fomc infinuations to'thc prejudice of Uifeld, that made 
a deep impreffion upon the mind of Gujlavus , and enervated 
his friendmip for that favouA'rr. 

Peace was thus concluded, but,the Sivcdijh monarch’s 
ambition to injure Dtnmurk rather increafed. He had feen 
the weaknefs of that kingdom ; amidft all the extremes of 
that hearty welcome and fricndttiip with which Frederic re¬ 
ceived his viftt at Freda ickjburgh, he obferved fentiments of 
chagrin, and a defirc of revenge. Certain wc arc, that the 
attempt of annexing another crown to that of Sweden , was 
perfectly agreeable to the lofty notions of Guftavus'a capa¬ 
cious mind. It was not difficult to find pretexts for breaking 
Ccufi itf the peace. The treaty of Refill Id was replete with errors, 
•renewing and a new congrefs was appointed at Copenhagen to correct 
.the war. them. He began his defign by raifing difficulties about the 
duchy of Hljlein , by complaining that Frederic «.vvas dila¬ 
tory in the execution of his cuntrad although, in fed, he 
haa reafon to haften it, as upon that depended the evacua¬ 
tion of Zeland by the Swedijh forces : he infinuated his fufpi- 
ciorts, that the king of Denmark was intriguing again# him in 
Holland. In a word, he entered Hol/lein with intention to 
prepare the neceflary fteps to the expedition he meditated \ 
and he made fuch a variety of marches and countermarches, 
as puzzled the wit of the mo&jgenetrattag politicians. 



_ . 4s* 

The chevalier Terlon, envoy from fjhe king ofFrenc?, 
w^| the firft who difcovered the ilefign of ij JuJia-vus^ and ac¬ 
quainted* M. de Gerfdorf with his fufpicion. Frederic was J 
aftopifhcd at the intelligence^and could fcarce be convinced 
of the truth of it. Great armaments were preparing in 
Sweden, and juft as the trcjqps were embarked, it was given 9 
out that the expedition was intended againft Prvjfta. To 
render his fuccefs more fecure, and cut off all fuccours by 
^3 and .from Denmark, Gufiavus found it neceffary to gain # 

poffeiSon cf the tbrtrcfs of Rendjhurgh ; but as almoft all his 
army was dc&ined for the fiege of Copenhagen, he could con¬ 
trive no other method, than by prevailing on the duke ot 
Ihljtein , to ufe his influence with the inhabitant and go¬ 
vernor, to put it into his hands. Charles knew that the gar- 
rifon was ftrong, and the governor brave and honeft j bc- 
firging it*thercfore with parttff his army would be in vain. 

Tne duke of H'lftem fgnt a deputation to the governor and . 
inhabitants, and among them was the governor’s father. 

They ufed all pofiible argumentsj but found the inbabi- 
Alan, remained 'firm in their attachment to Den¬ 
mark. The governor’s anfwer in particular Vas, that he 
would n^intain his truft, while one ftone of the town ftood 
upon another; then fixing his qyes upon his father, who 
was fpeaker of the deputation, he faid, “ I can fcarcely The leave 
“ perfuade myfclf, that you, nty f dear father, arc capable of twdnel <f 
“making me propofals, which I fhould not have patience the goyt 
“ to hear from any other. Permit me to <ell you, that *° r 
“ were you not my parent, I fhould punifh, as it deferves, . en 
“.the infolence of making an attempt upon my honour.” urfi ' 

The father, ftruck with his fon’s gcncrofity, endeavoured to 
cover his fhamcby thf following anfwer: “ My # fon, hither- 
“ to 1 fpoke as me faithful fubjcCl of the duke ihy mafter; 

“ but as your father, I declare, that were you weak enough 
“ to furrender the truft committed to you at my inftance, I 
“ fhould be the firft to treat you as a rebel, to renounce and 
“ declare you an alien of my blood.” 

Foiled as Guftavns was in this attempt, he landed his Copen- 
forceson tfceiythof Auguft at Korfocr. Immediately he fent hagen le- 
Count Yoot with a detachment to block up the avenues to Jiegtd. 
Copenhagen, and prevent the garri Ton’s receiving fuccours from 
the other parts of the ifland. Toot executed his commiffion 
with' fuccefs, and the king followed him clofely, ordering 
his fleet to block up the city by fea. 

FRED E RIC no fooner found himfelf inverted by fea 
and land, than he /ent an ambaffy to the king o\'Sweden, 
Complaining in the bitterert tetgpof fo*notorious an infraction 

of 
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of ft recent treaty* afeooft entirely executed on his part, and 
offering to give%oy fatisfadlion and fecurity with refpelt to, 
the articles not yet performed ; but the ambaffy was very in¬ 
differently received. It is even afferted, that Cbaies would 
have violated the right of nations, had not Ter Ion, the . 
French envoy on board his fieCt? retrained his impetuolity. { 
His intention was probably no more than to have arrefted 
them, in revenge for the affront Frederic had put on the 
Swedtjh ambaflador, in ordering him to be confined, and his 
papers feized j more indeed is mfmuated. Ter Ion even pre¬ 
vailed fo far, that he gave them audience, but nothing rc- 
fulted 'rpm this conference befides bitter recriminations. 

W R A N G E L had now blocked up the harbour of 
Copenhagen , and taken fome (hips. On board of one of 
thefe was the duke of Luner^burgOy who was making a vifit 
to his filler the queen of Denmark , believing that the two 
crowns were in perfeCfc peace. He was civilly treated by 
Guftavus , and Cent back, efcortcd by a man of war, to Get- 
many. On the loth of September the Swedijh cavalry a giK m- 
fan try advanced, and took poft on the rifing-ground's round 
Copenhagen , while the king ftill continued at Rtngjladt. 

Bv this time Frtdend s ambaffy was returned He or¬ 
dered them to report the fuccefs of their commiflion in full 
council, and then refolvol to defend himfelf to the laft ex¬ 


tremity. He could muftcr no more than 1200 regulars, and 
a great number of nobility, who feeing themfclves reduced 
to the fame ncceffity as the reft of the kingdom, determined, 
as their laft refource, to ftand and fall by their king. They 
now carefftd thofe they had fo lately deipifcd and opprcflld; 
they promifed the burghers of Copenhagen a voice in all pub¬ 
lic deliberations, and liberty to buy lands ’nd lordfhips, to 
enjoy them with the fame privileges as the gentlemen, and 
to pay no taxes unlefs what the nobility ftured in thur pro¬ 
portion of the burthen. Several other immunities were 
promifed, with a view to encourage them, and it effectually 
drew forth the courage and zeal of thofe brave burghers, 
who dreaded nothing fo much as the change of their fo- 
veieign, and being loaded with the taxes they taw impofed 
on the inhabitants of Schonen y and the provinces fur rendered 
to Sweden . Animated by the prefence of their fovereign, 
who rejected the opinion of his council, that he ought to 
retire to Mkatdy they determined rather to die in the breach 
than fly or furrender. It is even faid, that the king requefted of 
Guftarjusy to oe made acquainted when he intended to give 
the aflault, that he m t ight And him in oerfon in the breach. 
The queen, whofe noble*t^jl fympatmfed with thej^ic^ 
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nous reflations of her king andlutfband, determined to die 
with him, rather than foil into the hands of a prince, who 
had*fo perfidioufly broke the moft folemn treitics (A). 

GXJ S T A VXj S believed the reduction of Copenhagen an 
eafy matter, and relied Jo firnfly on the conqueft of Den¬ 
mark that he already difpofed of the government of the 
kingdom to Wrangtl\ after* fazing the capital, in order to 
bridle the ambition of that general. In imagination, he 
.had anticipated a thoufand alterations in the government, 
and proposed removing the capital of his dominions to Scbo- 
»«*, where he intended to fix the royal relidence. But the 
conqueft of Denmark formed but a fmall part of his vaft pro- # 
jeflt. He propofed renewing the empire of Alaric ;*all the 
northern, and many of the fouthern and weftern kingdoms, 
were Swallowed up in idea, in this comprehenfive fyftem. 

Whil^ Gnftavus was rioting in imagination with thefe Vigilance 
vifionary profpe&s, Frederic was reaping folid advantages °f Fre- 
from his delay. It wa/indeed a great overlight in the Su/e- dcric. 
dtfiy monarch, not to pufh the attack while tne dread of his 
ar $tf h|d. Spread confternapon among the befieged. Thcv 
had now reafoned themfelves into a cool, determined rcTo¬ 
lu tion to conquer or die, and beheld with compofure thofe 
enemies tohom but lately they thought of with horror. His 
majefty had harangued the burghers, and made fuch an im- 
preffion on their minds, that all, to a man, defired to be led 
on, and declared they would live and die syith their fove- 
reign; a declaration Sufficiently fulfilled by their loyal and 
generous conduct. * 

All the time that Guftavus lay ina&ive, Frederic made 
Several difpofitions that contributed to the vigorous defence 
of the city. Among others, he ordered the Suburbs to be 
burnt; and tbmb&ck of the citadel, and towands the har¬ 
bour, to be fortified by a kind of broad veflels called praems. 

He ordered the ramparts to be ftrengthened with paliifadoes 
and terraces; and faw all his dire&ions executed. He 
divided the defence of the city between the Soldiers and 
the burghers, allotting to each their refpedtive provinces* 
and he mounted ail the ramparts with cannon. 

(A) W. Ter Ion relates, that the thickeft of the fire, and 
Frederic challenged the Swedijb wherever glory was to be won. 
monarch to fingle combat % to But the celebrated Pujftndorf, 
which Gujiavns made /soother who was present at the fiege, 
reply, than that he always aueftions the truth of this anec- 
fooght at the head of his troops, dote. Du Roches Hi ft. tom. vi. 
where, if Frederic teas fond of p. 109. 

-fiehtuff. he waald find him in 

A 


GITSTAVUS , 
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Trencbtio - GtJSTAFUfc mth approach, was aftontihed to finif 
he- fuch alteration* yi theappcarance of the place. When ^he 
fare Qo- trenches were opened, and the Swedes began to ere& three 1 
penhageit. grand batteries, Frederic diftu$ed the workmen, by a con¬ 
tinual fire from a praeme of forty pieces of heavy cannon. 
He had ere&ed other pracmes i/> the i/le of Amuck, which 
played incefiantly on the enemy’s trenches, and made it ex¬ 
tremely dangerous to enter them. Among many others, 
the count de la Gardie was flain by a bullet from, this' 


battery. 

Vigorous On the 13th of Augujl the befieged made their firft Tally, 
/allies drove the Swedes from their pods, and killed great numbers. 
made by For feverai enfuidg days both fides made a variety of brifk 
the be - attacks and fallies. The befiegers attacked and took two 
ftged. DaniJIy frigates which had entered the harbour; they played 
fo vigoroufly the cannon on their ramparts, that, they dif- 
mounted feveral of the enemy’s battenes ; a number of other 


advantages were gained; but the circumftance which re¬ 
tarded the fiege, and probably faved Copenhagen , was un$x- 
pe&ed, and truly providential. This was thf^efolu'Brm 
taken in th' Swedijb camp, to lay fiege to the ftrong fortrefs 
Oonen- Q f Cronenlurgh at the fame time, to prevent the retreat of 
i / in ~ the army from being cut ojf, or rather to gain pofleflion of 
Swedes * ? trea ^ ure °f Denmark , which it was fuppofed was lodg¬ 

ed in that citadel, as a pldco-of the greateft fecurity. It is 
even fup poled that the SweJiJh miniftry threw this obftacle 
in the way, left, if Gujlavus became mafter of Copenhagen , 
he would remove the court thither, and render Sweden little 


more than a province, as it had been during the union of 
Colmar . 


Be this as it will, Wrangel was fent wijh a part of the 
fleet and army to befiegc Cronenlurgh , and the fiege of Co¬ 
penhagen immediately ianguilhed. It was three weeks be¬ 
fore he made himfelf matter of that fortrefs, during which 
time Gujlavus (B) was too weak to venture upon giving the 


(B) Wrangel pufhed the at- ceived die news that Copenba- 
tack on Cronenlurgh with the gen had futrendered.* Next, he 
utmoft vigour. He threw a publilhed by a trumpet, that 
multitude of bombs into the Denmark had fubmitted to Guf- 
fortrefi, that put the garrifon tennis. The garrifon began to 
into the ntmoft confufion. He mutiny, and all the endeavours 
ufed a variety of ftratsgems to of the brave governor and offi- 
make them furrender. Among ceiff tcoald not keep them from 
others, he ordered a general fm^ideiing on the 26th of 
difeharge of the cannon dud Sqpmthr,* 
mufketry, as if he had juft rt^u 




afoult to the capital. He had^how bat 9000 men* and 
dqpbted not but the befieged, ahle to b*^r,ams, exceeded 
that number. As (oon, however, as he was joined by the d 
troops from Cronenburgh , h<v ordered a brifk attack to be 
made, towards the weft gate, between the pond of St. 

George and the fea, whi^ covered the be liege rs on the * 
right and left; but the Dunes behaved with fuch intrepidity 
that the attempt was baffled, and great (laughter made 
among the Swedes. Famine, however, began to weaken the 
befieged ; but this likewife was remedied by Frederic's vi¬ 
gilance, who found means to get a convoy fare into the har¬ 
bour, while a part of the Siiudfo fleet was cruifuig for the 
Dutch fquadron. * 

Bur the moft vigorous action of the whole happened T a 
in the ifle of Amu.k, both kings commanding in perfon. of Swe- 
Xhe Swedes had made a fuddfti defeent on it, plundered, and den nar ~ 
got poifdfion of the'jflanu, and Frederic rcfolved to drive <?f- 
them out. Gujiuvus owed his fucccls, in a great meafure, e fP et ^ 
td a Dunijh officer, called // anderva, whom he obliged to * 

gjde in his attack’on Arrunk . This officer, having P i V LnLr ' 
afterwards made his efcape in the night, arrived in Copsnha- 
gc »/, ga^e the king an account of the Swedijl) forces 
in Amuck , their difpofition, intepuons, and pf the arrival of 
. the Dutch fleet at Ftfensre, where they only waited for a fa¬ 
vourable wind to proceed to* Copenhagen, and xelieve the 
city. Laftly, he (aid that Gujiuvus intended quitting the 
ifland, but would fir ft fet the u'hole on flue. Finally, he 
advifed his majefty to attack the Swedes in their pofL on the 
ifland, offered to be his conductor, and gave ltrong aflii- 
rances of the poffihiiity of taking the king and that part of 
the Suedijh armv prisoners. , 

FREDE% 1 C immediately called a council, to deli¬ 
berate whether it was advifable to loliow IVanda irr’s pro- 
pofal, and it they might Efficiently confide in his intelli¬ 
gence. At length the fally was refolved on, and Frederic 
determined to command it in perfon. He immediately 
drew out his horfe and foot, and having given the proper 
d;re&ion% marched directly towards the enemy. Support- 
ed by«gencral Gueldcnlsw and major-general Alfeldt, he at¬ 
tacked the divifion commanded by Gujiuvus , and was re¬ 
ceived with equal vigour and intrepidity. A furious fire was 
made by both fidcs, and prodigious (laughter; but the Danes, 
animated by the prefence and example of their monarch, 
and knowing that honour, property, and life, were all at 
ftake, defpiftd death, puflaed on with fuch firmr.efs as di(- 
C^ncerted the Fnu'det, brokejteeir litres, put them in confu- 
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fton» and forced Gedkma, IrC fjfiteof alt his endeavours; tit 
throw himfelf imops boats, and regainthefleef. : 

This not effected without great loft and c<n- 

fufion. Hi* raajefty muft have certainly been taken pH-* 
ioner, had not the brave officer who attended hfr*perfon, 
and commanded the guard, thrown himfelf and his men in 
the midft of the Danes , fought till all his people were killed, 
and then furrendered as foon as he found the king had 
efcaped. 

The advantage which refulted from this Tally was very 
conftderable, and the whole glory of it was due to the king, 

3 rho had executed IVanderver's jihn with fo much intrepr- 
ity and conduit. It however afforded a remarkable inflance 
of the little confidence which generals ought to repofe irr 
prifoners and deferters; for Wanderver had Only ferved the 
king of Sweden with a view to feduce him into fome capital 
blunder, which might prove uleful to his country . 6 

Next day major Bonkwall arrived with the joyful news, 
that the Dutch fleet were entering the Sound in their way to 
Copenhagen, The flates had, in fpitc of all the endeavours 
• of the Swedijh refident, given orders to admiral It < £>jfenaar 
Opdam , not' only to protect the Dutch trade in the Baltic, 
but to lead the forces ftipv'lated by the treaty with the king 
of Denmark , to fight the Swtdtjh fleet if they offered to op- 
pofe him, and to aifift Denmark by every method he could 
contrive. This it was that f brought on the famous battle 
between the two fleets in the Sauna, in which both difplayed 
great fkill, intrepidity, and undaunted refolution, though it 
terminated to the difad vantage of the Swedes, Vi&ory in¬ 
deed is to this day difputed ; but certain it is, that the Swe¬ 
dijh fleet firft drew off under the cannon of Lanjkroon ; that 
Opdam landed a ftrong reinforcement of men, ammunition, 
and provifion, to which Copenhagen owed its fafety, and 
formed a plan for burning the Swedijh fquadron, that could 
not be poffible, had he not been vi&oriotis in the former en¬ 
gagement. But we Hull defer particulars, until we can 
give a minute detail in the hiftory of Sweden , to which it 
more properly belongs, on account of the (bare Gujlavut 
had in warding the lail blow meditated by the Dutch admi¬ 
ral (C). * 

(C) Oa )us return to Holland Dutch envoy thought it advifable 
Opdam was accufed of negli- to carry matters lb far, and to 
genee, ta not purfaing bit ad- min the Sviedip marine; as 
vantage, and burning the Svte- they ftill pmpoftd termlmting 
dijh fijuadron; yet it is pro- matters in the wayof n ego ua* 
table, that neither he nor the lion. 



8vr«ft«, jihe totk Cmfimw had steady inured m the 
Operation! Sftte tee, having withdrawn his cannon &m» 
fevgral batteries ana advanced polls. Still, however, he 
* kept the b?ue|*ddofely blocked up by land. But after the 
battle ha fortmed his camp X. Crofooti, retired to a greater 
diftance, drew lines to prevent furprifes from the city, took 
pof&ffion of. the eminences round Copenhagen , and convert¬ 
ed the liege into a blockade, which continued until a peace 
was figned. In effe&, he now thought lefs of talking Copen¬ 
hagen! than of fruftrating the attempts of the allies of Dm- 
mark. The eleftor of Erandenburgb had already entered Frede- 
Holfletn, and was preparing to pafs over to Zeland. Firft^nc’/ al- 
he went to dfen, where he laid fiege to Sanderburgh , the Hu march 
flrongeft fortrefs in the ifland, and took it, Her£ he like- *° y* re ~ 
wife made prifoners the Swedi/h general Klau/ 1 , and a corps "v* 
of fix hundred horfe and fomc infantry. ( He was, however, 
prevented from purfuing his Iticcefs by the fevCrity of the 
weather. * 

At Borhlm , the inhabitants rofe in arms, attacked, and Several 
cut in pieces the Swedi/h garrifon. Frederic was fo pleafed ativaxta- 
with their loyalty that he conferred fome new privileges o nS**g**nM 
the people, and obftinately refufed to cede this Ifland when °? er ^ w< ‘* 
a peace jtas negotiating. The lpilitia of Norway , under den * 
general Irirhwien , had made thqnfelves mailers of Dren* 
them and ail that bailliage, after^a fiege of eleven weeks. 

Several other advantages were gained by Denmark ; but yet 
the capital was not delivered from the attacks of Guftavus. 

His Swedi/h majefty perceiving himfelf rid ef a powerful 
enemy, by a treaty concluded with the czar of Mujcovy in ^ jj 
the beginning of the year 1659, and the allies of Denmark ^ ' 

uniting againft him, determined upon making one general 
effort to gain Cobenhnfen, before the froil ihould enable the 
ele&dr of Branaenburgb to pafs over on the ice. * Before he 
entered upon this defign of {forming the city, he made feve- 
ral feints, aruf gave a variety of falfealarms, in order to put 
Frederic off his guard, and weary out the garrifon with con- 7^ p; ng 
tinual watching. He likewife engaged Meadow, Cromwell's ^Sweden 
envoy, to go to Copenhagen, and by exaggerating the flrength re/ofaes 
of the Swedi/h army, and the great preparations making to upon 
{form the city, to intimidate Frederic; but UIf eld, who firming 
Brave to recover the favour of his king, fent intelligence of Copen- 
all that was done in the Swedi/h camp, and of the intention hagen. 
of Meadows. Certain proposals of peace were made by the 
EngS/b envoy, and rejected, as difhonourable, by Frederic , 
who demanded fiercely of Meadows, “ What fort of prince 
* c that mull be, who could tranfmit to pollerity his own 

Moo. Hi-iTr Vol.^XXXI^ * Kk “ dif- 
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dishonour it rider his hand? ” “ The devil himfelf, 
<• added he, (hall never force me to tKit.” 

Iw efFeft, FrfAttic refolved to ftand the aflault, and €uf- 
tavus prepared every thing for (forming the city on the 6th 
o (January, Between fix afld feven in the everting, the 
Swedes made a feint for a general attack j but the befieged, 
apprifed of their intention bf % fignal from fome fee ret 
friends, kept to their guard without being much alarmed. 
For that month Gujlavus made feveral other manccuvres of 
the fame nature j but the inhabitants of Copenhagen having 
every thing in readinefs to ftand a generaf aflault, paid but 
dittle regard to ail thefe menaces. 

At $aft the king iinding much time loft, without making 
any progrefs in the fiege, he refolved upon ftorming the 
city on the 10th of February. He ordered the foldicrs ro put 
fhirts over their cioaths, wjiich he imagined would con¬ 
ceal their march, as there was fnow on the ground, by 
rendering them of the fame coloifi, or rather appearance. 
By this uratagem, they came fo near the bcfiegcJ, as, to 
touch them with their arms befqre they were ptyccived, and 
then bcgan # three attacks, all of them equally unfucceTsful 
and intrepid. Stelnboek , general of the artillery, commanded 
the attack on the fide of* the citadel; and the colonels Dal- 
Muig and Ferfer , having forced the firft entrenchment, cut 
down the pallifadoes, leaped into the ditch, and applied 
their ladders to the walls. Several of the foldicrs mounted, 
notwithstanding a furious fire was made from the befieged ; 
but almoft all the officers being (lain or wounded, the men 
loft courage, and all the endeavours of Steinboth could not 
prevail on them to continue the attack. 

The fccond attack was conduced^vith no lefs vigour, at 
Chrijiian s-haven , near the ifle of Amack. rHerc the befieged 
had broke the ice, and placed barges filled with cannon ar.d 
mortars, from which they played as from butteries. The 
Swedes made themfclves mafters of fome of thefe, and pu(h- 
ed the attack fo brifidy, that it was apprehended they would 
fucceed on this fide ; when, happily for the garrifon, colonel 
Smidt was (lain, and immediately the ardour of the befiegers 
abated. c 

B A N N J E R commanded the third attack; hrs valour 
was confpicuous, and more diftingui&ed than that of any 
other officer} yet fuch was the obftinate intrepidity of the 
befieged, that he was taken prifoner, and his corps totally 
defeated. Day now began to appear, all the attacks failed, 
and there was no proipe£t of forcing the city; Guftavus 
therefore returned to .his £amp, extremely chagrined with 
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his difappointment* His loft was great* and irretrie¬ 
vable, as fome of his beft officers were jpilkd and taken pri¬ 
soners. JP 

As.to king Frederic , hi; was the whole night on horfe^rade- 
back, animating his troops by his prefence and example, tic's irr- 
Jiftributing his orders, |fyl performing every duty of a great ^'[P'daud 
icing, and vigilant, able commander. Danger feemed to 
have given nerves to his body, and additional vigour to his c ‘ f! " u * 
mipd. He was prefent every where, and gave rich proofs . 
of undaunted 4>rowefs, as redoubled the courage and loyalty 
of his fubje&s, and equally attracted their love and admi¬ 
ration. 

This repulfe, however mortifying, did not timgcGufta- 
vus to relinquifli his defign of conquering Denmark. He 
lent count Waldec to reduce the ifland Langland, where that 
general Joft an arm, and w%s foiled in the attempt.- It was 
however fubdued foon after by Wrangel and count Horn. At 
Laaland the Swedes met with thcTame fuccefs b . 

• In the mean time a fleet, under lord Montague , arrived in Eng- 
the Sounds to watch the motion* of the Dutch fquadron, ^hfl*** 
which he did fp clofely, tha; he prevented Opchm from giving a,n % e3 , . n 
any afliftance to Frederic or his allies. The elector of Bran- t :t UsitlC * 
eknlurgt) befieged Frederics-Odde^ deduced the garrifon to great 
ftraits, anti at laft got pofleffion of the fortrcls, from whence 
ha propofed palling into Fionia* had he not been prevented 
by contrary winds. This defign was afterwards refumed, 
and the ifland attacked in three different places at the fame 
time i but repulfed by the vigorous meafures taken by Pen , 
the Englijh commodore, who burnt all the boats belonging 
to the allies, and made 400 imperialifts and 600 Branden - 
burghers prifoners. * 

COPE frliAG E N was ftill blocked”.up, but not 
fo clofely as greatly to incommode the inhabitants. A p rance 
treaty was ftruck up between England and France t by which wEng- 
they mutually engaged in labouring to eftablifh the peace of land offer 
the North. Holland was folicited to accede to this treaty; their mt- 
and it was at length agreed among the three powers, that diatim. 
they fhqpld declare againft either of the parties' who ihould 
reje&^pqui table terms. It was no eafy matter, however, to 
fix the liandard of juftice where prejudices reigned ftrongly, 
and intereff on one,fide or other took deep root., A cau¬ 
tionary claufe was therefore inferted, fpccifying, that Ihould 
the mediators chance to differ among themlclves, all afts 
performed in favour of cither of their allies ihould be 

b Vid. Menj- du fcheval. de^ylon# p. 114, ct f«q. 
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A. D. deemed ads of hoftility to each other. Frame and England 
1659* •. annulled the third article of the treaty of Rtfchild, whereby 
the free navigation of the Baltic was refufed to foreign 
powers, and particularly foreign men of war prohibited 
from patting the Sound. 

In conftquence of the cautionary claufe in the treaty be¬ 
tween England, Prance, and Holland , lord Montague permitted 
admiral Of dam to enter the harbour of Copenhagen , whereby 
the liege was railed, and that capital freed from ail danger ; 
but he denied JRuyter , the other Dutch admwal, the liberty 
enjoining him. This, however, he did foon after, and 
wanted to land 4Q00 men on account of a dangerous dif- 
temper and* fcarcity of provision that reigned in the fleet ;• 
but/m/er/V would not permit them to land. Times were now 
changed, and his capital no longer flood in need,of that aififl- 
ance which they afforded him out of neccffxty, aud folely 
from a regard to their own imereft. *n a word, he greatly 
refentid the artful conduct of the ftates general, and during 
the negotiation broke out into fevere inveCtives againft Hol¬ 
land, Whether it was fhat the king’s bold freedom made 
fome impreflxon on the minds of the Hollanders, or that they 
found their own intcrefl Wrongly connected with h|% their 
conduct feemed to take a different turn j and, inftead of rc- 
fenting his acrimony, they pore ftrongly efpouied his caufe. 
Kogoti- The mediators feemed nowto incline tothe fide of Frederic , 
at tom for ^ infilling upon terms for his intcrefl, of which the viCtc- 
* fence, rious monarch t 5 f Szveden loudly complained. He exclaimed 
in particular againft England , calling the republic ingrateful 
to him, and blind to their own intereft, for refuting to {hare 
with him in the fpoils of ruined Denmark . At lad the Exg- 
IJh fleet, on which Gujlavus founded his chief hopes, de¬ 
parted, allowing the Dutch the free liberty of aCling in fa¬ 
vour of Denmark. This my lord Montague did, die more 
to oblige the parties to peace} for both relyin| on the alHf- 
tancc of tbeir allies, were the more difficult with rcfpcCt to 
terms. 

O P D 4 M commanded in chief, and Rutter a (eparate 
fquadron under him. The latter, revolving to prefit by the 
departure of the Englijh admiral, fought meant to attack the 
Suedijh fleet at Land/bcon, He made fcveral attempts to 
burn four {hips moored in the harbour, but failed in each. 
He then endeavoured to bombard Elfinore and Htljmghurgh, 
but was prevented by contrary winds, on which he returned 
to Copenhagen, faying, that the elements confpired to com- 
penfate to Gujleftus the loft of his Englijh allies. By or- 
u :i of the Dmh amhaiTulws, h* under took fcveral otbe&en- 
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|crprife$, at) of which proved abortive, although they weft # 
contrived with prudence, and executed with the necef-»r 
fary caution and courage. • At laft a defcent on Fiania was 
determined, which, if iuccefsful, would greatly incommode 
Gu/lovm , and co-operate greatly in terminating the nego¬ 
tiation of peace, now grown tedious. Ruytcr let fail with 
the Dutch forces on board, after concerting meafures for 
joining the imperialifts and Danes. All arrived off the ifland 
on the 8th of November , effe&ed a landing, and pufticd their 
operations with fuch vigour, that the towns of Odenfee and 
Cariemende furrendered, and the whole ifland yim in a fair 
way of being reduced, before Gujlavus , at that time in the 
ifle of FaUirCy was apprifed of the motions of the fleet. The 
king of Sweden now determined to redeem by celerity and 
couragef what he had loft by the ina&ivity of his generals. 

He fent immediate cyders to tho-^rrince of Saltzbach to fight 
the enemy, and difpatched general Steenboek to reinforce him. 

Steenboek arrived juft in time to witnefs, and bear a part in the 
defeat ant? ruin of the Swedes. Both armies^engaged, and 
the imperialiftsf who led the attack in the center, were re* 
pulfedyvith prodigious lofs. TJie Danijh cavalry on the 
right were not more fucccisful» victory feemed ready to de¬ 
clare every where for the Swedag , when general Schack gave 
orders to the Hollanders to advance, which ,they did with fo 
much firmnefs and intrepidity, that firft the right wing of the 
Swedes was put in confufion and driven oft’ the field j and *Fhe 
next the left wing, which had entrenched itfelf in certain Swedes 
narrow defiles, was attacked. Supported by the Danijh ca- 
valry, which had rallied and returned to the charge, the and J orct • 
Dutch carried jU before them, retook the artiileiy and bag- 

f 3ge that had fallen into the enemies hand's, drove the a e 1 
wedes into flewburgh, and entirely defeated them with pro¬ 
digious (laughter. As for the two Swedi/h generals, they 
made their efcape through woods almoft impervious, reached 
the (hore of the Other fide of the ifland, and by great re¬ 
wards engaged a fiflberman to carry them to Zelandy whither 
they went with the difmal tidings of their misfortune. 

Uv6N this the city of Newbufgh was befieged and 
taken, after a vigorous refiftance. It will be but juflice to 
die Dutch to acknowledge, that the vi&ory was chiefly ob¬ 
tained by the condu£fc of Ruyter, and the intrepidity of gene¬ 
ral Scbaeky who commanded the forces of Holland \ yet 
their moderation was fo great, and military difeipline fo 
exx&ly obferved, that whim the imperialifts and Poles t and 
even the Danes, weje pillagfotf and deftroying the town of 

| K k 3 Newburgh , 
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t Newburgh^ no Dutchman ever ftirred from his poft, cxceft 
>to reft rain the barbarous avarice of the other allies. 

7 he loft on In Newburgh were found i<So pieces of cannon, together 
tbt fide , with a great quantity of ammunition. Eleven regiments of 
of the cavalry, the beft troops of Swed&i, were made pri(oners, 
Swedes, and incorporated in the confederate army; and of 7000 
Swedes, who began the engagement, there cfcaped only the 
* two generals, Saltzbach and Steenboek , with a {lender retinue 
of domcftics; all the reft being taken or kitted in the field, 
ift the purfuit, or in Newburgh. T he prifoners amounted to 
4000 j and ° n the fule of the allies the iofs was computed at 
about 500 flain, among which were feveral officers of dif- 
tinftion. After all, this vidtory was rather glorious to the 
confederate arms than important to Denmark ; the policy of 
Holland depriving Frederic of all the advantages wW?Ch natu- 
rally refulted from it. It ,.*as not thevntereft of that repub- 
*hevitruu °PP re ^ s Sweden, or deftroy the ballancc of power be- 
p f j * tween the northern crowns. For this reafon Huger had or¬ 
ders not to pujfue his conquefts into Zeland , nor turn the for¬ 
tune of war too much in favour of Denmark. Frederic was 
preifing with him to advance towards Copenhagen, apd drive 
the Swedes out of theifland p but he pofitively declared, that 
the approaching winter rendered it ncceffary to withdraw 
the fleet out of the northern Teas, to prevent its being 
locked up by the froft, and expofed to the attempts of 
the enemy, whd would not fail to attack him upon the ice. 

All this while the negotiation went on ; and now the 
Danijh commiffioners made the reftitution of Dnntbeim a 
ncceffary condition of peace. This what Gujlavus had 
no mind to grant, as it would in a manner<deelare him the 
aggreffor, and confequentlv fubjeft him to other oppreffive 
conditions. He therefore laboured for the me?ns of conti¬ 
nuing the war, and retrieving the honour of his. arms; for 
which purpofe he affembled the ftates of Sweden. Hence it 
Was that the Dutch once more found it nccefiary to alter 
their politicks, and declare openly in favour of Denmark . 
Huger, of confequence, failed to Copenhagen, andPto his vi- 
A. D. glance and excellent condu& the Danes owed the fiffety of 
1660. *kat capital, on a third attack of the Swedes, who were re- 
pulfed with lofs, by the ftrong out-guards, admirably polled 
Guflavas by Huger. In a word, every thing tended to the renewal 
dte$* of the war, when, happily for Denmark , the magnanimous 
Charles Gujlayus died. 

The mediators thought profit by r this event. They 
urged king Frederic openly to declare Jiis pacific intention*; 
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and were aftonifhed to hear that generous prince loud in the 
pasifesof his greateft enemy, and even lamenting the death 
of Gu/tavus with tears in his eyes. He feemed indeed averfe & 
to taking the advantage which policy required, of the lofs of 
that monarch ; and at laft told the mediators, that he would ^ 
let Sweden make the firft declaration of her defigns. The 
Swedijh commifTaries were indeed fo forward in terminating 
a war, which muft be attended with great inconvenicncies 
duriftg a new reign, that peace would foon have been con¬ 
cluded, had northe French and Englijh ambafladors too ftre- 
nuouffy efpoufed the intereft of the young king of Sweden, 

It would be unneceftarily tedious to recite the progress of this 
negotiation, in which each of the powers endeavoured to 
gam fome particular advantage, at the expence of the others. 

Sufficient it is, that, after being retarded by a variety 6f cir- 
cumftancSs, a peace was at length concluded ; the ambaf- Peaee con* 
fadors of the differentiations waited otr the king and queen, eluded* 
to, felicitate them on/nis joyful event, which was proclaim¬ 
ed by a geperal difenarge of the fmall arms and artillery in 
the Swedijh camp, and of (he cannon on the rayiiparts of Co* 
penhagen. * * 

By this peace the ftrong fortress of Cronenburgb, all the 
Danijh iHands in the Baltic , and»tbc bailiiage of Drmtheim % 
were reftored to Frederic ; whilf the iffand of Rugen % the 
provinces of Bleking y Holland , sfnd $chonen y were adjudged to 
Sweden. Several other particulars, of lefs conhderation. 


were inferted in this treaty. • 

Notwithstanding the treaty of peace was nowfign- The de¬ 
ed and ratified, by the parties concerned, its effects were al- mantis of 
moft deftroyed by tjje pretenfions of the duke of HolJlein f *bt duke of 
who fent conuftijlanes to Copenhagen , with the-following Holilein. 
propofitions, in confequence of the treaty of RoftbiuL 
j; That the king fhould cede his claim to the duke’s domi¬ 
nions, as $efs of his crown ; and no more look upon his 
highnefs as a vaflal of Denmark . 2. That his majefty fhould 
cede the bailiiage of Swabjlide y and other territories fpeci*> 
fied. 3. That he fhould furrender the fortrefs of Rcndbvrgh 
to his higlflnefs, 4. That he fhould abolifh the adminiftra- 
tion of the regency, in the duchies of Holjlein and Slefwick . 

5, That his majefty fhould reimburfe the duke in the ex- 
peaces of the war, and give fufficient fccurjty for the per- 
formancc of the above articles. Thefe, with a number of 
other proportions, were rejedied, as infolent and exorhi- , ® 30 * 
tant, by the court of Denmark ; but the king of Sweden , who 
was defirous of -binding the djifcejn his intereft, refuted to 
withdraw his forces, before ’’iff ftighnef* received full fatif- 

' faction, 
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fa&ion. Orders were even fent to the St vedijb generals to 
recommence hoftflities, in cafe Frederic pcrfifted in his Av 
fufal. Thus the Danes found themfelves conftrained to 
yield to the duke’s remonftran£es, or engage a frefh in a 
war, that had wholly drained the jrreafury, and exhaufted 
the kingdom. The foveretgnty,' therefore, which the duke 
demanded, was granted *, but without prejudice to the an¬ 
cient union, between the ctown of Denmark and the duchies, 
to the rights of the crown over the bailliage of 8 wabjlide % to 
the revenues of the chapter of Slefwic , or*to feveral other 
rights and claims of lefs confideration (A). 

Immediately after this peace if was-that king Frederic 
applied himfelf d.Iigcntly to repair the diforders introduced 
into his dominions by the late ruinous war, and to form the 
plan which brought about that great revolution iij the con- 
ftitution of the Danijh government, which from a kind of 
ariftocracy, reduced it © the moft abMutc monarchy in Eu¬ 
rope, There are various conje&urcs with refpeft to the fhare 
his majefty bore in this great event. Some writers wholly 
aferibe it totfhe infolenceof the nobility, «id the united re- 
fentment of the people, arifing from unavoidable circum- 
The crown ftances. Others, on thecontrary, affirm, that hft majefty 
rendered fomented their divifions by^he moft artful policy, in order to 
brrtdi- eftabliffi the royal prerogative on the ruins of public liberty.* 
tarj. We have already given a diftinS view of this revolution from 
the beft authority ; it is fufficient, therefore, that we obferve 
the mra in which it happened, and that if ever prince merited 
fo much confidence from his fubjeds, Frederic certainly had 
a claim to all the rights now put into his hands, as his cou¬ 
rage, policy, and perfeverance, had cer^pinly refeued Denmark 
from the jaws of perdition, at a time when it was in the 
moft imminent danger of becoming a province to 5t<Wm,and 
a facrifice to the contending interefts of thofe yoyvers, w ho, 
under the names of allies and mediators, ftudted nothing 
befides their own emolument, at the expence both of Sweden 
and Denmark. 

We have feen that the fbrtrefs of Crmenhurghy and the 
f 66^. iflands of the Baltic^ were reftored by the late tteajy j but 
it was with difficulty the Swedes were perfuaded to evacuate 
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Frederic 
applies 
bm/elf to 
domrfiic 
concerns. 


(A) It may be proper to ob¬ 
ferve, that 8 >widm r oa the con¬ 
clusion of the peace, confented 
to cede the 400,000 crowns, 
which the king of Denmark hfjl 


engaged to pay for the Snuedijk 
fettlemenrs on the coal! of Gut- 
sea. The reader will fiadadif- 
tmA account of this trtnfa&ioi 
in vol. xeii. of our hiftory. 
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riiem. However, the fpiriced remonftrances of Trr/wr, the 
•French ambaflador, if we may credit hiotfclf, had the effe£V, 
and obtained the full execution of the ticaty on both fides. P 
Nownhere only remained trouble Denmark , a eoldne/s 
between the court and the duke of Holjlcin , occasioned by % 
late treaty of alliance \fe concluded with Sweden. Fte&ric 
beheld with jealoufy fo ftridi an union between the courts of 
Stockholm and Holjlein; he repeated the neccflity he was un- 
ddV of ceding the undoubted rights of his crown to that 
prince; but iffe was forced to flifle his indignation, on ac¬ 
count of the unfettled ftatcof his dominions, arifmg from 
the late revolution and war. On the contrary,»the duke, 
encouraged by his alliance, and by the weak condition of 
Denmark , prbpofed by the conjunsure, to eftablilh and ad¬ 
vance his own interelf agd independency. As he found 
great dTfficulty in maintaining the body of {landing forces 
wanted to complets his defigria*" h t propofed to the king of 
Denmark^ to divisb? the revenues of the duchies, which ufu- 
ally had J>een lodged in a common treafury. He defired, 
that each might be allowed to take money upon his own re¬ 
ceipt i although the intention of the common-treafury was, 
to provent either party’s leyying#troops, without the confent 
and approbation of the other. •Frederic penetrated the duke’s 
intention, but not being in addition to break with Sweden , 
he yielded at length to the importunity of that prince ; but 
on condition, that the money (hould not be applied to the 
prejudice of Denmark , and that all taxes levied on the du¬ 
chies, ihould continue to be brought, as ufual, into the 
* common treafury $ a circumftance which the politic duke 
found means to tyn to his own advantage. 

£ NGL 4 ND and Holland being on the* cvp of a rup* ^ 
ture, the Dutch fent ambafladors to Copenhagen) to engage i 56 «* 
Frederic's #intereft, where they doubted not of fuccefs \ as 
the fervices they had'done that prince were fo frefli in his 
mind, and the partiality which England had (hewn to Swe¬ 
den fo evident and recent. But the king found it conve¬ 
nient to liften to the propofols of his Britannic majefty, and 
itgn thjfc triple alliance between the courts of London , Stock* *r rt pi ea i m 
holM) and Copenhagen . In this treaty it was ftipulated, that Uancehe - 
neither king (hould harbonr fuch perfons as were declared tween En- 
rebels in their own country; by which article, bis Britannic land,Den- 
majefty had a view to the murderers of his father, and his mark .and 
Damjh majefty to the famous count Ulfeld (A). Sweden. 

v Besides 


(A) We Have {few th is nghfe*#'**'” country, rife to the higheft 
ita, after being Hj|Sjs pit^h of power in Sweden, ex 
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tUffuus 'Bisides this treaty with England, there were other more 
between powerful obftacles«to the alliance which the ftatc-s-genera^, 
the km??' y>f the United Provinces fought with Denmark. Thefe were, 
and the the behaviour of the Dutch fa&ors in Guinea, and thatf def- 
Putch a- ^potifm j n trade this republic every where a (Turned. The par- 
hr.at / 6 i.tr t j cu j ars 0 f this quarrel Bofman relates minutely, but parti- 
Jett emem* a jj„ in his account of the coaft of Guinea', and the reader 
* A w ‘“ ^ fully explained in our 17th volume. Wc fliall 
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cite Charles Gujlavus to the con- 
qutfl of Denmark, and after¬ 
wards incur jtis difpleafure by 
the fecret correfpondcnce he car¬ 
ried on at Copenhagen , when that 
city was beneged. He was af¬ 
terwards arrefted by the court of 
Sweden, but relealed at r hejp-^ 
tercelhon of 1 Terltn, the French 
ambaifador; foon after which 


more fecurity abroad in c/Feeing 
this revolution; that he would 
be perfettIy well received in 
France and Sweden, if he car¬ 
ried iuch propofilions to either 
of thefe courts ; but that, as his 
dhfign was to give Denmark a 
German king, he firft applied 
himfeif u^the elector, and could 
allure him kf fuccefs, if he em- 


he threw himfeif into the power braced the propofal. - 
of his natural king, whom he General Sp^u immediately 
had fo grievoufly offended, by acquainted his mailer with Ul- 
promoting the late war, with* ftU's fecret, at which the«rlcdor 
out the precaution of obtaining was ft ruck with horror. He 
his pardon. At Copenhagen % detefted the perfidy of Ulfeld, 
he was arretted and fent prilon find admired the fertility ot his 
er to Bornholm ; bolt afterwards genius iu expedients to diilurb 
enlarged, and fuffcred, on his the repofe of his country. He 
parole, to go to the Spa, and gave immediate notice to Fre - 
refide for his health, in the N't- deric of U If elf* defigns. Ul- % 
thcrlnnds. From thence he wrote fpld'% wife was arretted in Eng- 


to count Swerin , or as others land, and fent prifoner to Co¬ 
think from Amjierdam, acquaint- penhagen ; and hftufelf, finding 
ing that minillcr with a fecret that hi* projects were blaftecf, 
of the utmoft importance, which retreated to Bafil, with his three 
he could intruft to no one be- fons. Here he lived as tutor to 


fides the cle&or of Branden - three Dutch young gentlemen, 
burg himfeif. The elector im- and was at length discovered by 
mediately fent general Span to a quarrel which one of his fons 
Ulfeld. They met .at Bruges, had with a captain of ^Zurich. 
and the count informed him* On this, thinking himfeif un¬ 
ihat the Danijb nobility.iacenfcd life, he went up the Rhine, in an 
agaiaft Frederic, had determin- open boat, ana died of a fevere 
pd to ele& another king, and cold be contracted in his pafiage; 
that the clergy joined in the thus ridding his kips and coun- 
confpiracv. That himfeif had try of the moftirtfuf, dangerous 
quitted Denmark to avoid their and proving enemy they ever 
importunity, and to labour vti*h jeered., Fid. Berlin, ibid, 

lws< 
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hf re only relate, that the Dutch funnounted^ll difficulties, and 
at lall concluded a quadruple alliance with Denmark, the 
ele£tor«of Brandenburgh^ and the duke of Brunfwic ; fronv* 
which the Dutch reaped this advantage, that their Eaji In¬ 
dia fleet found a fafe repeat in the harbour of Bergen in * 
Norway , and baffled, by this means, all the attempts of 
the earl of Sandwich, admiral of the Engltjh fleets in thofe 
feast 

Now it was that Ftederic, difburthened # of all foreign 
wars by his alliances, and eafed of domeflic troubles by the 
late revolution, in confequence of which his prerogative was 
fo extravagantly extended, and the crown made* hereditary 
in his family, gave his whole attention to the affairs of com¬ 
merce, promoting induftry, gaining the affection of his fub- 
je&s, and watching over tHfe education of the hereditary 
prince his fon. Attended by th fifnr'" AC count Par/bergb, he 
lent the young prince upon his travels; firft to Holland, 
from thence to England , afterwards to France , returning by 
the way of* Italy and G/rr/tbny to his own dominions. In pat¬ 
ting through ( yimany, the ^oung prince corfbeived fuch a 
pafflon # for the princefs Charlottg Etnelia , daughter to the 
landgrave of HeJJe, that when came to Denmark, he ufed 
• his utmoft endeavours with hi^ father for permifflon to ad- 
drefs that lady. Propofals were accordingly made, accepted, 
and the nuptials confummated in the royaI*paiace of Oma - 
lienburgh, on the 16th of May 1667. • 

HOLLAND had no fooner concluded peace with 
England , than the city of Amflerdam and the ftates general 
entered into dii’putcs with Frederic, about certain fums of 
money lent him dicing the late war with Sweden, and the 
duties exacted from Dutch (hipping in the ports of Norway. 
Thefe little^ontentions tended only to cool the friendship 
between the two powers, without any hazard of their oc- 
cationing a rupture. In much the lame date were the 
courts o {Denmark and Holjlein ; they wrangled and difputed 
about their claims : but fo far were they from deciding their 
differences by arms, that they filcnced them for a time by a 
family-alliance, the duke having efpoufed the princefs Fre¬ 
derica Emilia , princefs of Denmark: notwithftanding which 
the duke did not break his engagements with Sweden, nor 
renounce any of his claims. On the contrary, they were 
renewed in the year 1670, and the king was preparing to 
enforce his argumentswith arms, when he was carried off 
by a chronical difcraek llf firft con traced by the fatigue he 
underwent during|ih*-fiegt /Fifls ^tpital. 
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Fon fome yea$a lie was affli&ed with a eough, which at 
left affe£ted his lungs, and was the caufe of his death* and 
of real forrow to his people.## It is fuflicient praifij of this 
great monarch, that abfolute power, made hereditary in bis 
family in his reign, fo far from alienating the afft&ions of 
the nobility, jealous to an excefs, for fo many ages, of their 
liberty, and independency, had rather more ftrongly engaged 
their attachmenr, by defraying the feeds of difeontent and 
faftibn* whicff’had ever flourifhed in Dtmnar\ and fprung 
up as in their native foil and climate. Known to merit a 
crown by his valour, intrepidity, conftancy and prudence, 
the people voluntarily preferred their rights to him, and ne¬ 
ver repined under their greateft misfortunes at the facrifice 
they had made. When Denmark was reduced to the 1 /ft ex¬ 
tremity, his fubje&s only redblle£ted, that his virtues and 
magnanimity had onoojaved the kingdom, and lamented 
that the power of the nobility fhould femit talents fo formed 
for the public good. As foon as he was in pofteflion of ab¬ 
foiute government, he retrained'his paflion for glory, and 
applied himfflf to reftore frugality among His people, to re- 
eftablifh his finances, to encourage merit, induftry, a,pd com¬ 
merce, to reward thofe whq had ferved him with fidelity, to 
redrefs grievances, proteft the opprefled, relieve the indigent, • 
and approve himfelf the fatnev of his fubje&s, and the friend 
of mankind (B). 

r 

SECT. XVII. 

The biftory deduced to the acceffton ofa Frederic V. zvith 
a Jkctcb of wbofe reign it concedes. 

4 

(CHRISTIAN, the oldeft fon of Frederic I ft. had been 
^ declared fuccefTor to his father, at a general diet of the 
ftates, the year preceding that great event which made the 
crown hereditary in the family. He mounted the throne at 

(B) Frederic III. left a nu- A third daughter married the 
merous pofterity. His eldeft fon ele&or Palatine in 1671, dying 
Chrifiiem , bora 1646, fucceedcd in 1706. His fecond ion George. 
to his tbmae. Hit daughter efpdnfed Anne queen of Great 
Anna Sophia married the ele&or Britain , and died in 1708, and 
of Saxony in 1666, aad died in his yonngeft daughter Ulrica E- 
1717. Frederica Emilia was lenora yfiis married toCbarks Xf. 
married to' the duke of Jt**jedtn i \&'png in 1693. 

Getbstp in 1667, and died * 704. 



the HiJUry ef Denmark.* 

a time, and whh drcumftances (feat foreboded him a reign 
nog more pacific chan the laft. Notwithftanding all the en¬ 
deavours of TrtdertCi his foil found the kingdom filled with P 
troublcs .and confufion, the affairs of the ftatc in bad order, %&* flat* 
the whole fpecie of the kingdom drained by a tedious war of Den- 
and heavy fubfidies j and laftly, a variety of altercations *V r b on 
abroad with different flates, particularly Sweden, H:lhnd t Chrif- 
xmd the dukes of Holfltin , Gottorp , and Ploen. u *p' J ** m 

*£rom the time that Sweden had broke the knot of union, c W aH ' 


which kept her in a kind of dependency on Denmark , flic had 
by large Andes elevated herfelf above her neighbours, and 
became formidable, through the courage and vigour of her 
monarchs, to all Europe. She had made conqueff# on all 
Tides, but the chief were the provinces wiefted from Denmark 
and Norway. From the latter (he had taken the provinces of P f 

yempterlavi and Herendahlenp and from the latter a tradl of the flate of 
land which fecured her frontier , by mak ing the Sound the Sweden, 
boundery of her dominions on the iufe or Denmark. Thcfc, * 
aird a multitude of c^ner reafons, confpired to point out the 
neceflity of Chriftiqfl slitting himfelf in condition to retrain 
the ambition, ?nd make head againft this Wpiring and 
powerful monarchy. With this view he directed that the 
fortificanons^bf all the cities (houltf be repaired, and each put 
.in a date of defence 5 that new fbhrefies (hould be built in all 
places expofed to the infuks ofc tfhofe turbulent neighbours 5 
that military difeipline might be efiablifhed among his troops, 
the command of which he gave to the moft experienced of¬ 
ficers, whofe attachment to his perfon, and fidelity to the 
public, were approved j and iaftly, he minutely examined 
the (late of the revenue, and laboured to fet it upon the bed 


footing, without cpflrc-ffing the people. 

Th£ duke Of Gott:rp ’s clofe alliance with Sweden^ gave 
Chriftian umbrage, and his endeavours to break off the 
treaty between thefe powers, introduced difputes between 
him and the duke, which they both ccnfented to terminate 
amicably, at an interview appointed at Rendsburgh. Thither 
the duke went, and was received by a general difeharge of 
the artillyy mounted on the ramparts His majefly paving 
immediately after his arrival received advice, that the Stuedet 
were defeated by the ele&or of Brandenburg 6, acquainted 
his highnefs, that he propofed marching with all his forces 
againit the enemies of the empire; and expe&ed that his 
highnefs would not, in confequence of his alliance with 
StvedtHy do any thing.to moleft his dominions during his ab- 
fence. The befitting a reply, and defiring tknc to con- 
^ ‘ - (Her 
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fider the king’s demand, Chriftian ordered the gates of 
Rindfburgh to be fhut, in order to prevent the duke from 
giving orders to fiis governors to oppofe his defign, or of^p- < 
prizing Sweden of the meafures he had concerted. Intimi¬ 
dated with a proceeding fo vigorous and unexpected, his 
highnefs complied not only with the king’s demand, but 
agreed to relieve a Danifh garrifon in Tonningen , which was 
done without delay, tiniftian being equally prompt in exe¬ 
cuting, and prudent in concerting his projects. t></ 

This action was highly blamed by the ^enemies of Den¬ 
mark. The king was accufcd of a breach of his word, and 
Violation of the Taws of hofpitaliry. It was reported, and 
induftrioufly propagated, that his highnefs was confined to 
his chamber, a guard fet over him, and his perfon infultcd ; 
nay, his life threatened if he refufed to comply, circum- 
ftanccs fufHciently refuted by the treaty, foon .after con¬ 
cluded between Denmark and Holftein , as well as by the 
moft authentic docume’iitFuf this tranGuftion. Befides, it is 
certain, that had he laid any reftraint\ n the duke’s perfon, 
he might have Jbecn fairly juftified byihc laws of nations, as 
at the very time when the gates were fh£t, It is well attefted 
that certain letters and proje&s which ‘itUimated deigns 
againft Denmark , were found among the papers bf baron 
Kidman , firft minifter of Holftein K . In fait, however, no 
violence was done to his highnefs, and the gates of Rends- 
burgb were fhut with no other view than to prevent his dif- 
concerting the king’s meafures; a circumftancc unpreme¬ 
ditated, and arifing folely from the intelligence juft received 
from Germany. We are allured from undoubted teftimony, 
that the king and prince George frequently viflted the duke, 
during his refidence at Rtndjburgh, and rhat they teftified for 
each other the warmeft friendthip, and proved the fincerity 
of their profeffions, by the treaty which immediately fol¬ 
lowed. By this the duke renounepy the fovrfreignty he af- 
fumed by tne treaty of Rofcbild , reftoring the ancient union 
between the two ftates, upon the footing eftablifiied by the 
<j.. anpeftors of both princes. Upon his return to his own do- 

minioos, he ratified the treaty concluded at Rendjburgb^ and 
rr^Ha <,</. ^ (he patent whereby Frederic III, had made Ijjm in¬ 
dependent on the crown of Denmark . He likewife formally 
ceded all claim to the advantages which he extorted during 
the late reign, at the conclufion of the general peace, and 
obliged his brother, the bifhop of Lubec t to do the fame. In 
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a Word, after his majefty’s return to Copenhagen^ he received 
•m letter wrote by the duke’s own hand, alluring him of the 
iatisfo&ion he received in being thus reconciled to his ma- 3 
jefty; and protefting, that it would be his utmoft care 
cultivate his majefty’s fricftdfhip, and the ancient and na¬ 
tural amity between the two families, from which he had 
been artfully drawn by'*he fuggeftions of his majefty** ene¬ 
mies, Thefc circumftances we think quite fufficicnt to vin¬ 
dicate his majefty’schara&er, from the falfe afperfions thrown 
ot?t at that time, and weakly tranfmitted by fubfequent * 
hiftorians to*poftcrity, in defiance of truth, honoui, and 
juflice. j A. D. 

CHRISTIAN was nofooner at eafe with iylyc£l: to the 1675. 
houfc of Hdftcin, than he openly declared war againft Th hr* 
Sweden, and joined his fleet to the Dutch fquadron in the dr!.tn\ 
Baku. The duchy of Bremen was the more immediate 
caufe of this rupture, and it afterwards became thefubjeft of^ wc ^ en * 
a ftran^e labyrinth of intrigt^ n.'g^ation and wrangling. 

His majefty order tl wai> to be proclaimed by fca and land, 
determinipg to a^iygoroufly 2gainft the Surda, whofe ef 
fe£h wers_leizet^indfts*porj^ ; but the rya/erj was averfc to 
tl^e war^suxl thj mihiftry*entercd fo much into hci fcnti- 
mentf| that the faireft occafion of humbling Sweden was 
loft, by their dilatory preparations. Ihfd'iin 

The firft hoftilities commenced at fea, two DaniJh fhips wnvwtr. 
attacked a Snedijb man of* war ftatione^J off the fort of 
Brunjhuyfcn ", the action was fharp, but of fhort duration, 
one of the Danifl) veftels being funk, and the other forced to 
make ofF. This lofs the Dunes repaired by taking a fleet of 
*Sw:di/h merchantmen. 

While the war wentbrifldy on by fea, his majefty and , 
tbe elc&or 'f Bim.denburgb- had an interview at Gades- JlU an >n * 
bafeb, to concert the operations of the campaign. Here 
was detcr»in^l that Cf/nftian fhould attack Dammar ten, t \ ( ^ r ,r 
while the troops of fffiievlurgb, Brandenburgb, Murjnr, and R rant jr.n. 
of the other allies, fhould employ their whole force againft fc ur gh. 
Dentmrn and Tribes , a town of Pomerania. His, Danijh ma- 
jefty arrived at Damgarten on the 2d of Qftcbtr, whore count 
Kminjnttirck defended the pafiage of the river Recknih , to the lie for 
laft ftiremity, and had a horfc (hot under him. At laft th t the firing 
poft was forced in the night, and the Swedes obliged to re- pofi of 
treat. However, as they broke down all the bridges behind Damgar. 
them, his majefty was compelled to relinquifh the pur- tcn - 
fuit. 
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Next be marched, to wards Stmfmd \ and baying net tsbf 
elector of Brmdeitbureb in the neighbourhood of that city, 
it was concerted that his majcfty’s next operations fhould bp 
againft TVtfnmr. The winter was now far advanced, the 
iity of JVtjmar fffong, and cafilys fupplied with all neceffarieS 
from Lvbtc . Such difficulties, however, could not damp the 
spirit of Chrijiian. He levelled bis artillery againft two 
batteries at the mouth of the harbour, built to fecure a paf- 
fage to the town ; and at the fame time made his approaches 
before the town from three different quarters. The Irene!* dT 
were opened with extreme diligence on all hands ; five bat¬ 
teries played inceflantly upon the befieged, with thirty-fix 
pieces of gannon and five mortars. Bombs and ignited bul¬ 
lets were pdured into the town as thick as hail, the houfes 
reduced to afhes, and garrifon and inhabitants to the moft 
deplorable fituation. A fhip of 46 guns, Rationed before 
fort Baieine t was taken, and the garrifon of the fort fo inti¬ 
midated by the intrepid^ of ^ Daxrs, that theyj'urrender- 
ed at diferetion. Still, however, TV'i/mc* held out for fomc 
days} and though the garrifon was alarmed by the enemy’4 
fucccfs, and grotly harraffed with and continual 

watching, yet' ftilr their courage v*a* JJ.dauntcr,i.^ Every 
thing was attempted in th^ir own defence. After‘guying* a 
falfe alarm on the left of thy king’s camp, a ftrong body of 
foidiers and burghers Tallied put on the right, fought defpe- 
rately, but wererepulfed with lofs. 

To prevent fuch Tallies for the future, his majefty ordered 
caltrops to be placed round the camp. He fent three bur¬ 
ghers, prifoners, Sack to the city, with orders to acquaint 
the inhabitants, that he would inftantly hang up all the. 
burghers who fhould be taken in the rallies: and he alia 
drove back into the city fevcral women Who had been fent 
out, tofave provifion, many of whom perifhecPwith hunger. 
Bcfides the vigorous refinance of .he befieged, hg had to en¬ 
counter with natural inconvenience of fituation, which 
greatly retarded his approaches. .'Vt/mar was furrounded 
with marches, which his majefty found it neceflary to 
drain, r both for the health and conveniency of the fbt* 
diers, ynd to render his approaches pra&icable v This 
he attempted with engines ere&ed with great expenc~ and 
labour; but the toil was endlefs, die continual ,rains, 
and neighbouring fprings and rivulets falling them ar 
faft as they were emptied. Finding this expedient firuk- 
lefs, he contrived to dam up the waters, and keep hie 
camp dry by dykes and' ditches driver round. However, 
theihow and cold weather becoming unfrfferable, the foldi- 
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} and eventhc©£;vcrt, fatigued with hard 
duty, uttered op«pplaints of the king’s rdh^ds m undertaking 
fif laborious a fiegc, when the ieafoo was fo far advanced. At 
the fame time JVrangtl diipatched count Kwgfmnrk with A- J 
ftrwg detachment to force a paftage into the town, in which 
he was difappointcd by the king’s vigilance. In fpite of ail * 
difficulties, Chrifltm determined to ftorm the town in breach, 

■ and to pals over the marlhes upon light wooden bridges, con- 
gWwqfl for the purpofe. The twenty-fir(l of December was 
fixed for the attack. Early in die morning the troops began 
to file over, three a-breaft; and though they were mifcrably 
galled by the grape-{hot and mufketry of the befieged, ydt, 
animated by the prefence and example of their monarch, they 
marched on, letting danger at defiance. The attack on fort 
Sfarburt was led by the duke of Holftein-PUen* where he was 
xeppifed. . (general RofencrarOz was more fuccefsful in the at¬ 
tack on the new works on the fide of McckUnbwrg-frate* which 
he carried with little Jppofirioifr^Two hours after the gover¬ 
nor demanded a panxy,/Xnd offered terms of capitulation, 
which his majeOygfcrcgpd. For ten weeks be had defended 
himfelf wi thr gr ea ff^°ffi tfiog^nd conduct' the garrjfon had 
fuftaipsd WQlRfjeriera hardships from cold, fatigue, and hun¬ 
ger ; they had for 'feveral days been refolded to a Scanty fub- 
fiftcnce, hardly lufficient to keep them from perilhing ; yet 
nothing bpt the clamours of the burghers could oblige them 
to fbrrender. 

The lame day on which the king made himfelf mailer of Rebnitz 
tVifmar , general Arenfikrjf appeared before Rebnitz* with a Jurrendert 
detachment of Danes and Rrtmdenburgers . The Sw$dijh gar- the d- 
rifon, not exceeding four hundred men, finding their endea- 
your to defend the $lace would be vain, forrendered on the 
firft fummons j'knd the prifenra were equally divided between 
the troops of the king |nl aie&or. Several other enterprises Several 
were projc&cci j^fnd iffis 4g others an attempt on the iflandof other ad- 
Rstgen* to which Griffenfmdt* who had fecretly oppofdd the vantages 
Swedijh war, put a Hop, pretending that he had certain intel-^*”*^ 
ligcnce of an intended delcent on Zealand* as foon as the froft ever the 
came onthe expedition to he headed by the young icinz of Swedes. 
Sweden* Bit nweftjf gave credit to the report of his minuter, 
nlirnffiM the iefign, returned to Copenhagen* and found he 
waadtoebred. In the mean time he had ordered his fleet, 
coc^anded by admiral Adeloer, to cover his capital, as he 
was mo weak, though joined by the Dutch, to a£t often- 
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A. D. Fortune was nor more Favourable this c#np»%a to tBd 
1676. Swedes than it hadabeen the former. The allied forces cop* 
f finued during the winter to block.up Carlo/tadt , and reduced 
‘the garrifon to foch extremities,* that the fortrefs was Jfurren- 
Carlofladt deitd early in the fommer. His Danijb majefty demanded Car - 
t-aken by " laftadt ; and the other allies took the alarm* as he formed the 
the bng. fatne preicnfions to Stade , which would have made him maftcr 
both of the IVtftr and the Elbe ; but this laft city was ftill in' 
* the hands of the Swedes. However, the contention rofe hi^rt, 
the bilhop of Munfier , the duke of Lunenburg , and the c*ec- 
to t r, all oppofed his demand *, apd though the conqueft was 
yet remote and precarious, yet it is certain their dtfputes about 
the imaginary fpoil was of the greateft prejudice to the ope¬ 
rations of the campaign. 

It gave great uneafinefs to the ftates of Holland to fee their 
allies ‘negleft real conquefts for dtfputes about cities which 
. poflibly might never <cme their power. They propofed 
an expedient; and matters Wenv fo for, that a treaty was 
drawn up,' and approved by the arnbi^radore of the feveral 
princes} but it^me to nothing, afc '/t7 tf J[nafters refufed to 
ratify it. ‘ 

In the mean time the Slides loft no opportunity ot jqi.ruying 
the enemy. The garrifon pf Stade had formed, during the 
winter, a fcheme of furprifipg Altena ; but the defign was de¬ 
feated by the vigilant meafure# of the Danijb garrifon. Se¬ 
veral other attempts they made were equally unfuccefsful; and 
one may fay, that fortune rather forfook the arms of Sweden 
than either courage, conduit, or perfeverance. 

CbriftianV This year it was that his majefty wrote to the regency of 
di/pute Lubcek , exhorting them to carry on no correfpondence with 

witr.' the Sweden \ and threatening to kpep no terd&s with that republic, 
city of Lu-jf |}j e refufed t 0 break off heiVonryftions with the' enemies 
fceck. 0 f hj s kingdom. Soon after heN dfnqpd in tjiisRemand, and 
infiftod only, that the Lubeckm flii^ cariy no contraband 
goodi into Sweden , or foch as werd* J fpecified in the treaty of 
commVrce between Denmark and*' Lubtck. Having finimed 
this af&ir to his fatisfa&ion, he gave orders for augmenting 
his troips j andtb raife funds for pufhing the war oa vigorous 
ly, he impofed a poll-tax on all his fobjelts, coHe&ing it is 
a certain proportion, according to their tuppofed abilities. A 
nobleman paid two rixdollars; an officer, or placeman of dip- 
tiiuSlion, one rixdollar j a doctor two marks j a merchant, 

* * 9 

he had an opportunity of figna- the Pension fleet, and gained 
ImngJiimlelfagainA theSwedtt. fever"cen^ battles over the 
He had fo:nierly comm^ded "Zh-ks j. 1). 1 
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ifop-koeper, or burgher, half a crown ; a mechanic one fol; 
km fo in proportion to the lowed rank of -^jbe people. This 
• twfwas payable at two yearly inftalmenti, and was fuppofed * 
would produce feven hundred ,tboufand rixdollars. To pulh 0 
his levie*s with the more fuccefs, he alfo ordained, that no 
tradefman fhould keep abov^e one journeyman and a boy j re- * 
gulations equally injurious to. commerce, and oppreflive of the 
. j>irit of induftry in general; but neceiTary to forward the 
'yt^JSprqjedb and ambition of Chrijlian. , m 

v Awl the world was furprifed at the directions which hisTonnin- 
majefty gave for difmantling Tonningen f and blowing up the R«> dme- 
fortifications, after they had coft the government immenfc^A^* 
fums in building and repairing. It was conjc&ured,* that his 
majefty had given thefe orders oh receiving advice, that an 
Englijh amball'ador was on his way to foilicit the reititution of 
this place tp the duke of Huljlein ; but this was no more than 
conjecture, without any pofitive authority., 

Ir the public beheld withji((fffr7.e the demolition of Ton- Tie chan- 
hingen , they were fliUraorar^Uonifhcd at the downfall of the eclkrQni- 
chaittcllor Griffunfdfy fy’.'iClk.ing’s chief miniftaf ami favou- f ct, foldt 
rite, whom he-had^r^Vfln^tmijbfcure rarflt t<f the higheft. ■ 'te race “- 


honoW " ^Vflbrnjpnts of the kingdom. Some of his let- 
tewrbavirfg been intercepted, the king gave orders to general 
''Artnfdorff, and three other lords, about three o'clock in the 
morning, to invert the houfe of ibe , burgomafter Fatter^ who 
was privy to all the miniftcr’s (berets. The general executed 
his orders ib fecrctly, that he feized on Falker 's perfon and pa¬ 
pers without the leaft noife, or being perceived by any one, 
and committed him prifoncr, with all his domcrtics. Griffin - 
fdJty ,who had no fufpicion of what happened, went as ufuat 
to court at feven in die morning. He was met in the anti- 
Chamber by genftal Arenffarffffpi ho inquired where he was 
going at fo earl y an h our rynj^nich Grffenfeldt an five red, he 
was going to bad better ftep to the lihra- 

44 ry, replies the general, asfnis majefty is not to be diflurlttd, 
and follow me without noife.” The minifter had art fm- 
mediate foreboding of his fall; anti cried out, as he weny af¬ 
ter the general, ““ If thefe are the king’s orders, ’tis profer I 
4 *|5^ey. m Heavens, whence comes (his difgrace! ” 

When Griffenfeldt was committed, his majefty gave di- 
freCtiotp that all the chancellor’s debtors and creditors fhould 
carry their accounts to the treasurer. Soon after baron Hill¬ 
man and his three Tons were likewife arrerted ; and fo fearful 
was the duke of Holfiein of his own perfon, that he cfcaped by 
night to Hmnhufght qntPSmic with fuch dilpayCh, that he 
killed two horfea by thte way. ‘Aif t&efcSjfuddcn imprifonments 
occafioned great (peculation. 4 lfor fome time the people con- 
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eluded that fome dangerous coc piracy againft the ftafe» 
his maiefty’s perfcn, had been difeovered. Men fpoke jhl- 
ferently of thia proceeding; but the Dane} infilled, that al- 
* though Kielman and his children were the fubjeas acd mimf- 
ters of the duke of Hot/tein, it was juftifiable ui his majetty to 
* fecure their perfons, as they were always bitter enemies of 
Denmark , and had by their pernicious counfels » n tr°duced - 
preat confufion in their matter's affairs, and occasioned *11 thefe" 
Suartcls between him and the king. They were befideStaXfe* 
with having entered Denmark in a hoftile manner during the 
Jaft war, and committed cruel ravages in different parts of his 
maiefty’s dominions. Befides, old Ketlman was convidtey of 
having publiftied bitter libels againft the king, both at Lon¬ 
don and Frankfort. , r , ^ 

CRlEFENFELDf was examined, for the nrft time, on 

the twenty-fifth of April , but f he obftinately refufed to anfwcr 
to the charge, and-was difhu&d from the court as rcfra£ory, 
with a caution from the fifcalX\t, if we perfifted in his filence, 
he fhould be condemned as a ^Mpf mute, whofe jVuilt 
rendered it fibrous for him .to - the queft.onspro- 

oofed. The crime for wiiicrt*^- *^^«vcd JPV corruption 
Snd venality in diftributmg jficc, an^the file *«•■****» 
for his majefty did not carr to lay open the fecrets of ftate, Vf 
proving him guilty of upafon. Inftances of both were fo 

clearly and circumftantially" proved, that he was condemned 
to lofc his head i though that fentence was not executed, lus 
maieftv havirfe reprieved him on the fcaffold, but condemned 
him to perpetual imprifonment. His amis were, however, 
firft broke; and the executioner was juft ready to fever the 
j. ea d f rom the body when his reprieve was proclaimed, and 
he was conduced to prifon, with boSks, Jjke a fchool-boy, 

under his arm. .. pm . . . ,__ 

Not long after Falker was -fq&;ht tftM,.trial, and con¬ 
demned by the fame judges tot Xrte&o fingers of his right 
bald, to be expofed for a, quarte* of an hour on a gibbet, and 
thei to be conduaed out of th6 town by the hangman, and 

for Tver banifbed the kingdom. 

C HRISTIAN being thus delivered of a fanWefs miniftc r, 
who txaverfed all his defigns, by holding a fecrcc 
dence with the enemies of his country, and had undoubted!? 
betrayed the fleets and army* appointed generals to the com: 

man/of each, in whom he conf ^ c ‘ 

armv was ordered to march to Slade, which cay had for fom< 
time'been blocked up by tfietroops '( LwMurg. The Wftoj 
of Munjier % , marched his force 

likcwifc to but wftV afVieap rather to relieve thaa^dif 

ypft t|ie garrifonVfcr,‘changing his ferments of a * 


Stade be- 
fitged. 



ne Wfhty Denmark; 

fcewm now defirous of maintaining the Swedes in Bremen, 

, and of declaring war afreih againft Holland, with which he 
had concluded peace only from necdfcty. # 

W FftN the allies made their appearance before Stade, the 
garrifon confided of three thoufaxul men, and the burghers* 
were refolved to take arm) •, but a dyfentery prevailed among 
, ?Jboth, and fwept off great numbers. Befides, the town had 
laid, jn no (fore of provifions, and the men were reftri&ed to 
'* a certain allowance on the firft approaches of the enemy. 
Hod ever, as it waa open to the river, and the Munjier forces 
were negligent in their duty, the garrifon found means V) 
draw in fome fupplies, before the befiegers had enough pufhed 
their works to prevent them. 

To cut off this advantage, the allies refolved to attack, 
fort Swing, which commanded the communication of the 
town with the water; and began fo furious a cannonading, 
that it was laid in ruins in ajpffy'fhort time, and all the artil¬ 
lery difmounted. TjSa SpdM/b commandant hung out a white 
dUg; but the allig&^/> him the honours^of war, he rc- 
folvcd to Ji> ^‘iViieJaff^jctrcniity, now holiilities 

uolea fury. 
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rec^mm.’*'aO^ilfaredouDled fury. AtJaft, finding the place 
ncrlonger tenablef he determined *upon a Tally, and cutting 
/ his way through the bclicgers tefthe town. The effort was 
‘ brave, but unfuccefsful ; lor hp to as taken prifoner, with all 
his men. • 

Fort Gajiorp , another ftrong out-poft, fur rendered a ftiort 
time after the reduction of Swing, Three men of war ap¬ 
peared off Stade, with intention to throw in provifions and 
ilQres of all kinds; but the diligence of general Arenjdorff 
rendered their attempts vain, though his vigilance could not 
prevent their 1 siding forac mat at Brunjbuttle and Bracktorjf, 


and fetting fire to a nunuf^jr villages, after pillpging the in¬ 
habitants. y III| l tnc Swtdijh admiral, per¬ 

ceiving he could not relict Stade , fet fail for GottenburgL and 
narrowly efcaped commodore Bajiiaenx, who lay with s/lqua- 
% dron to intercept him. J 

J Immediately on the departure of the Swedijb fldet, theS 
Ibefieggrs Advanced their works ; but having certain adv4cc that t* 
r tffe town was lit great want of provifions, they altered their*** 
intention of {forming it to a kind of blockade, as famine 
would loon oblige the garrifon to furrender, without any lofs 
to the confederates. At laft, on the thirteenth of Attgvji, the 
governor ftgned a capitulation, the town was put into the 
hands of the Allies, tta*e to become a bone of contention, 
until their difference wer& terminated by a new divifion of 
their conquefls. ~ , 


•While 
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7 he opera- While the confederate army lay before Staie y Van Tfremp 

ti nt of the arrived at Copenhagen with the fhips of Amjleadain and RottPr- 
Danilh x ‘dam, and was received by the Jcing with all polfible ^refpeS* 
feet* being honoured with the order of the Elephant. His*majefty 
• deliberated with him about the n^peffary operations ; and the 
refuit was, that feveral Danijh fhips, which had been laid up, 
fhould be equipped with all poflible expedition; the Danijh ad* ( 
, miral Juel y cruizing in the Baltick , reinforced with eight-&rut, 

men of war, an 6 Van Tromp to follow, as foon jls the reft o| the 
fleercould be got ready, fuel had fcarcqlreccived this rein¬ 
forcement when he fell in with two SweJiJh men of war, one 
of whiefi lie burnt, having taken the other. He then fteered 
for the iHand of Gothland , landed his men, in.fpitc of all the 
rcl'iftancc made by count Oxenjliern the governor, whom, af¬ 
ter a vigorous and fliarp engagement, he drove into TViJby. 
After making himfelf jjjaftcr of the whole ifland, except the 
capital, he laid liege by fea*aJft’. land IViJby y *and was not 
long before he obliged the govrrn(h x *o^tastulare, the inhabi¬ 
tants of the ifldad in gem ral ex pre/y>ft ardent dciht 
to return untlffr treJominior.,^. .rotating an 

oath of allegiance from the inhabitants in jLencntCvsdr,fbftics 
as well as Lies, he left & ^airifon of five hundred merf im, 
11 7 /ry, and put to fca, where he was again reinforced with fix 
Danijh and Dutch men of wu*. 

On tiie fiiii ftf "June he deferied the Swtdijh fleet, confifting 
of foity-four fail, befides tenders and final 1 vefTels. On the 
fourth he came up with the Swedtjh admiral, and begun the 
engagement at fix in the morning, between the coaft of Sche - 
nen and the ifle of Bornholm. The Suedes were fuperior in 
force; hut they contented thcmfclves witi cannonading, with¬ 
out coming to a clofe engagl^ien/j or attempting to board. 
In this Juri*\\zd the advantagevS^!,^ fabled five of the ene¬ 
my'sjfhips i hut was prevented jlc. Aon? purfuing and 

maklig prize of them. Next dajlthe fight was renewed at 
the fitne hour; the Sxved'jh admii/t, having the wind a-ftern, 
bearin' up as if he intended coming to a very clofe engage^, 
ment ;l but this he declined a fecond time. Afi^r a can-?, 
nonading of four hours, and making feme attempt* go tjftv 
ftroy each other by fire-fhips, both admirals retired, as if by > 
voluntary confent, without any con fide rabie advantage gained 
on cither fide. The Swedes , indeed, loft one galliot of ten 
guns end this ty men, had five (hips disabled, and were even, if 
We may credit the Danijh accounts, forged to retreat each day. 

The news of this battle was fc^e arrived at Copenhagen, 
when Van Tromp put to fca dfith r a Jquadron of four Danijh 
and three Dutch men of war to atinforce fuel. Themets 
joined oil the feventh o\ June, t an 4^ next'day every thing was 

Tf" 
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prepared lor a third engagement; but it was die eleventh be¬ 
fore the battle began, contrary winds preventing the confede¬ 
rate fleet from coming up wi<h the enemy. In the very begin -A umpUte 
ning of the fight the Swedijh admiral’s fhip, mounting on eviHory 
hundred and four guns (A), was blown up. The reft of the obtained 
fleet, difcouraged with fo unfortunate an accident, would have Jwr the 
-Retreated; but they were attacked on every fide by the Dutch Swcdifti 
* ai \jLDaniJb admirals. Neceffity obliged them to (land in thcijA' rf * 
owr, defence, and they fought for a long time with great re- * 
folidion; but wfcre^t laft forced to give way, and leave an 
undoubted vi&ory \ the fuperior (kill and good fortune j>{ 

Jtul and Van Tromp y after loitng ten of their larked {hips, 
one frigate of fixteen guns, and leveral other (mailer vcflels. 

In the letter which the Dutch admiral wrote to the dates, he 
claims to himfelt the chief glory of this vi&ory; but with 
little reafon, if we can rely on the Danijh and Swedijh ac¬ 
counts, who agree, that Jucljpd all 4 us officers performed all 
that could be expend jfropffne molt experienced and refolute 



to wan fa6tion# Indeed the Smtdijh arms were not more 

' fuccefsful by land than by fea. «The elector of Brandenburg 
obliged them to raife the fiege ofothe citadel of IVolgajl y and 
afterwards took Ptnemunde . Several other diforaccs followed, 
and Sweden was falling as low in military eftimation at (he 
had been raifed high in the preceding reign,* and ever iince 
Guftavm Adolphui afeended that throne. 

• CHRISTIAN was intent on drawing fome advantage from Chriflian 
the vi£lory gained b^ his fleet. He ordered Tramp to make a makes a 
defeent on Stboqpn on the one fkie, while he entered the pro- drfunt on 
vince at the head of ar Mf%J° n the other. Tramp imme- Schoncn. 
diately obeye<b 4 ri%adedrjrfa appearing with a ftjuadroo be¬ 
fore Ujiadty fummoirfti governor to furrender. Vdtften y 
who commanded, font bale an anfwer by the trumpet/that 
k »s he had the honour of being intruded by his king wim the 
ybrtrefs, he would defend it to the laft extremity. Trorjp im- 
jpicdiately Ordered in a certain number of frigates to iceep a 
.^dhtinftai fire, and cover the debarkation. Then he landed 
' f three thoufand men on both Tides of the town, and repulfod, 
after an obftinate engagement, a brisk Tally made from the 


(A) Some writers call this pieces of brad cannon, and was 
the fined (hip ever bulls in the manned with eleven hundred 
North, affirming that (be mo ;jt- flout fcamen (i}, 
t4 9W humlrea and thirty*four 
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town to impede the landing* The admiral refolded to give the 
afoul t the fame night * but thought; it proper firft to mrnmen 
v the governor. A trumpet accordingly was fent, and the ad¬ 
miral was aftonifbed to find thSt the governor and garrifon 
% had evacuated the place, without the Teaft noife, or motion 
* that could intimate their intention.* Tramp left a ftrong gar- 
rifon here, and plentifully fupplied it with every neceffary foe % 
a vigorous defence, in cafe the enemy fhould attempt 
take a place of fo much confequence. f 

In the mean time the Icing embarked with about nine tnou- 
fand foot, and near as many horfe* accompanied by his bro¬ 
ther, and (jet fail with a fleet of fifty fhips, of which twel/c 
were men of war. Next day, being ihc ninth of 'fuly, he 
arrived on the coaft of Schanen. and landcJ, without refinance, 
between Helfihburg and Landfcrgon, When the artillery was 
unfhipped, h'»9 msjefty detached fonvc regiments to inviit Hd- 
ftnbwrg, which the governor «m*rncdiatc!y abandoned, retiring 
with his flendcr gariiion into thc'S ^advl.^ Here he defended 
Itimfelf giillantJy for four daji, killiiV y wk rz’ 
the attack ; bptSfeging no profpr/l ol .the garrifon 

being forely galled with the^hri^or TRe"Jm;ren¬ 
dered juft as the Vanes were preparing! to florm«"tfii^tji-^ 
tadel. • 

CHARLES XI. of Sweden, taking the reins of govern¬ 
ment into his own hands, made fome motions as if he in¬ 


tended to oppofe the progrefs of the Danijh arm? in that coun¬ 
try. He put hihtfelf at the head of hu army, and begun his 
march to Schanen *, but, finding the Daves were greatly fupe- 
rior, he turned off to Clsriflian/ladt , and rdinejuifned the dd- 
Chriilian fign. The king of Denmark w^uld not^negledt purfuing the 
takes Hel- advantages which fucccfs and . ryirity of numbers afforded: 
fmburg leaving a garrifon in Heljinbtirfc him Torched to lay fiege to 
and Land- Landtfcroan » * His firft approaches *&, *>;%tarded by fe- 

feroon. veraljbigorous fallies from the towttf aHength, however, both 
f and citadel were forced ty fur render, after fuftaining 
* fteg and bombardment of three weeks, and being reduced 
to theYaft extremity. Lattdffroon capitulated on the fifteenti 
of dhtg \ and the garrifon wer: allowed the honovfts of war* 
on account of toe wave defence they made, and his majeftyV 
tefptft for the valour of the governor. 

On toe furrender of Landfcroon, his majefty detached ma¬ 
jor-general Duncamp with a ftrong corps to block up 
#hiTe he marched in perfon with the reft of the army to Cbrif- 
tianjfadt , and encamped within cannofi-fhot of toe walls, on 
toe very fpot where me king of Si&Gen Had pitched his camp 
a few days before. Cbriftiakftadi is 7n a manner fniirri 
on account of dc*f> laaxfkm that efpry way fiuround the town. 

T ' r The 
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The ftnetifeth of the place lulled the gtirifort into a fecurity, 
ehat food became fatal to them; for ih&Dlm furptifed and Qmftiaa- 
took itv without erefting a Angle battery, or firing a cannop. ftadt tedtek 
Suoh>vere the rapid fucceilSs of H» Dawjh majtfly’s arms. h the 
In the mean time the Swedijh army was reinforced by a Danes* 
ftrong body of Finland#*) and other levies; upon which 
Cbarlts began to concert meafurcs for oppofmg Cbriftian’s 
4»ogrcfs. H began with an attempt to furpriie general Dun - 
cayip •, ft <.*) »ch uurpofe he detached general Afchenberg with * 
eight thot* ..len. The motions of this officer were not fo 
< : -crct, bur '* -i ‘Mr iftim got notice of them. He (ent notice 
*■'> Dun:mu. v; the enemy’s intention, with ordets*to retreat, 
tr he ioiTiJ hum .! .00 weak to give them battle. Duncamp 
v.r’.'J hr.v* on,..»ed fighting; but the manoeuvres of the 

• . t’liat i.npr amicable. He put on the heft coun- Central 
whs able, and with a body of three thoufand men Duncamp 
4 . -fl ,J1 in" efforts q U&z Swtdljh general for an hour ^ff 9 **** 

..il l : u i b it j&isr kr *■ forced to give way to numbers, J tb f 
rtjwtd ****$%.¥J ‘.idifputed vidtpry, dearly pur- ^ wcaes * 

cb- A vm'r’ ^ . 

• , 1 Y romp made himfelf mailer of 

was* a place of no ftrength, the 
»lv»year before. General Guden- 
vM y, and laid under contribution 
•nd and fVeft Gothland. He drew 
’innerfee , defeated a body of five 
mndrtd foldicrs, and laid fiege to 
to rclinquilh this enterprise, on 
j Copenhagen. Royfter was to have 
.ca, ' -ut the appearance of fome Eng- 
lijh Ihips beftr " uV > r jf Copenhagen obliged him to re¬ 
turn for the p fL/v capital, as the intention of the 

Englijh waffffatd k 'S mW r the E>anijh admiral’s redreat was '' 
attended wV' -qucnces, befides Gudentku’ s dif- 

sppointi))’’ «i feized the opportunity of/his ab- 

fence, a.t ’ .nielves mailers of thirty veflffl* laden The 

' with pro... j the Damfh army. Chriftian was'incenfcd Swedes 

at this*lofs; mJ.u immediately ordered Royfter to bp arreiled tale thirty 
'an/fuperfeded, captain Wibt taking upon him the command 
of the fleet. This officer endeavoured to regain the time loft ladm ™'tb 
by feme vigorous meafures. He blocked up Gottenhurg , and P rov, f m * 
formed a fcheme for burning the Swedijh men of war in the 
harbour of Heljingburg , which was fruftrated by an accident, 
and his owniquadron endangered. 

Gener A4 * Ddhcamft defeat chagrined the king, and he 
determined’to puifue die Swedes with the utmoft diligence. 
Accordingly he aarebee towards Helmftad ; but found himfelf 
- - “ -* - » * greatly 


—. ’'Austtr^i' ' 
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Swedes n- 
lew too* 
the wh< 
a coni.-,. 
thuufr.i 1 
Gutter.!'-,. , . 
* admit ui !'• i 
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greatly retarded by the Stuedet, who broke all the bridges he* 
w hind them. Wherfbecame before the city, the governor waa 
(ummoned to furrender} but he refufing to comply, the 
place waa immediately inverted, *and all poffible endeavours 
Ftft’im ef jifrd to bring the Swedijh army, encamped in a very advan- 
i*fb ar- tageous port at fome little diiiancft, to a battle. Cbrijiian 
***i. perceived they were determined not to rifque an engagement, , 
and that it would be hazardous to force them ; he therefore 
* changed his meafures, and detached young Jrenfdorff with a 
corps of horfe and dragoons to the fromietsj>f m Sweden, eitfler 
to fight the enemy, if occafton offered, orw deftroy and ruin 
all the fortg£ and provifion, fo as to prevent the Swedes from 
wintering in Srbonen. 

JRENSDORFF begun his march, and found on his ar¬ 
rival at Falkcnburg that the Swyltjh army had retreated to 
Wardbcrg, by which means the expedition was fruftrated. He 
• therefore rejoined the army, whi«l%ovas put into winter*quarters 
* in the month of Qidobcr, and prepar&’tttistwcrc made for taking 
the field early ii\thc fpring. Some ^. mpy tr p& rps jverc ca^* 
lofted in fuch a.mhuper as to bfpdc up ; tfiul the fleet 

returning to Copenhagen, was dftarmdfr^VtimVc'aTon. 

Two imall fquadrons were however leftlto cruife«in the 
Balt'uk, under the conduit of»the admirals Jiulke and Rosier, 
who was reftored to his command. The latter coming to 
Caret flu- Careljhavtn, found the fort befteged by the garriion of Cbrif- 
ven /at - tienftadt , and a body of peafants. His officers requeued him 
rendered to t0 Und fome troops and cannon to a flirt the befiegers, which 
.Dunes, he granted. Batteries were ereited, the works carried on 
with more fkill and alacrity than before, and at length this *. 
important place was forced to furrender. Hye the Danes found 
upwards of three hundred piece;»of cannon, la*ge quantities 
of ftore'i and ammunition, togertl|- vPh two new (hips ready 
to put Jto fea* the one pierced fi^^Pj y *r’ *the other for 
twenty-four guns. It 

MaTmoe Jlf JLMOE being a place of thy utmoft confequence to 

bfotked up. Sweden^ the young monarch determined to relieve it ■, but his 
' own inexperience, and the ill conduif of his miniflers and 1 
generals fiade him commit numberlefs errors in the e&cution 
of his dertgn. Of thefe the politic Cbri/lian did not fall to*" 
make his advantage. He no fooner heard of the march of the 
YbtkingofS'uudiJh army, which amounted to eighteen thoufand men, 
Sweden than he marched with all expedition to Lmdfcrwn , drew all 
rt/ehes to his troops out of garrifon, and encamped in a fituation near 
Landferoon, that likewife coveted the blockade of Mahtutm 
The ardour of the Swedi/b monarch exeite8*bim to profccute 
hisdefign at all hazards; he marched on and encamped m/ 
the oppofite fide of the river Ram, vshkWfparatcd the two 

V. armies 
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armies. Several light fkirmtfhes happened* which decided 
toothing; but the Swedi/h monarch perceiving, that Chrifiiun 
had thrown Id many obitacles in bis way, as nude the relief of 
Mab/hu impracticable* decaftnped, and marching to Htlfudmrg 
laid liege to that place. Colonel' Muller , who commanded. , 
evacuated the town as untenable, and retired to the citadel, ^ , 

which he refufed to furrender upon a threatening i'ummons. ** 
{j£he Swedi/h monarch began to batter in breach* and then gave ^eif n _ 
the aflault i but was received with fo much courage* that the burg’and 
Swedes retreated'■with con fid era ble lofa. Their batteries were arerepulf- 
difmounted by tne furious fire of the befieged* and matters td. 
went on fo uufucceisfully, that after pillaging tljc« town, his 
majefty drew off the army, and pitched his camp oppolite to 
the Danijh' army, on the banks of the lloder. 

The armies f.gain begatj to cannonade each other* while, 
in the mean time, a conference was held acrofs the river, be¬ 


tween the colonels Sujhdt Afibehberg ; the former a Da- 
ni/hy and the hvLcr a \»S^*f‘jh officer. The latter demanding 
i-w«4iy the lun[v>>fy.* would not give Rattle, the other 
replied, rhV Kis?nV"efty fought nothing more eagerly, pro- 
"TiSTcd the A'aiaVi?£vou)u eneamp'in an open plain. Upon this 
Afchehberg took <his leave, faying, he would acquaint his 
mailer. For tome days nothing however pafied, except cer¬ 
tain manoeuvres, by which both fides endeavoured to gain 
fotnc advantage in point of lituation. At Lift both kings de¬ 
termined to coinc to a battle, and to command their armies in 
perfon. The Danes were drawn up with tdh fqnadrons com- Tbt battle 
poftng the right wing, fupported by a corps de referveof eight e/Lun- 
’fquadrons. A regiment of dragoons, and three fquadrons of den. 
horfc, covered the^fiank. In the center were nine fquadrons, 
fupported by yearly rfn nquah body of referve; and the left 
wing was compofed jftlap^fgqual number of fquadrons, fup¬ 
ported in ^T yer. and covered b/a regiment of 

dragoons and thrce “tqidjarons of horlc. Upon advice that 
the enemy were in mot|pn, advanced his lowing, 

and ueneral Stanberg , hurried on by his courage and ipnbiticn 
to fignaii^e himfclf, attacked the right wing of the enemy, 
without obferving the motion of the center and right wing. 

He was received io warmly* that mod of his colonels <ind field? 
officers were killed on the fpot,and himfelf fo much wounded, 
that he was obliged to quit the field. 

In the mean time the right wing had more fuccefe} the 
enemy’s left was hard pufbed and broken, when the young 
Swedi/h monarch appearing wi*b a reinforcement from the 
right, that had defeated Sternberg., renewed the engagement 
with freth yigour. In this manner did the battle conti¬ 
nue until night fenautcd*thc combatants, the Danijh infantry 
^ .»* -* , . baring 
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having puflldd the fo nudes beyond tamden % and the Cavalry of 
both fide* obft in attlj difputing the field. Both claimed the 
victory ; but in our opinion the Danes , with moft reafbn, at 
they remained marten of the held until funfet, pufhcd the ena- 
tnf*s infantry, took their artillery, and about iixty pair of co¬ 
lours and ftandards. However, the ^ery fame was averted by 
the Swedes ; and it it a difputed point to this very day which 
party urged the iironger arguments \ although the ingenious 
author of the Prcfcnt State of Europe , fpeaks of the battle of 
LunSen as if the Danes had received a total .and deceive de¬ 
feat! Indeed, with rcfpe& to confcquentes, this infmuation 
may have *bme foundation; for the, Swedes relieved Mabme t 
and Chriftian foon after returned to Copenhagen ; but that he 
was worded in the field appears from no authentic teftimony. 
How much depended on his maje£y*s conduct and valour, ap¬ 
pears from the circumftances of die engagement. Both fides 
agree, that he was prefent wherever danger and glory called j 
that his force was but half that of w* eacmv*; that wherever 
he commanded,^he enemy gave way y y wt*»v? he acquitted- 
himfeif in a!) refpedfr like a fkijAft) and ualiar it commander. 

Leaving his army for the protc&ion of*kiV conquefts in 
Scbonen , the king returned (o Copenhagen to V.iake frefh levies, 
and repair the lofs he fuftained in the bloody battle of Ltmden, 
Twelve new regiments were Ordered to be railed with all ex¬ 
pedition ; and hejicgotiated a tubfidiary treaty with the courts 
of Hanover and Hem. He likewife made propofitions to cede 
his pretentions to Bremen to the duke of Lunenburg and bi- 
fhop of Munjler^ provided they would furnifh a certain num¬ 
ber of auxiliaries to a & under the command of his gene¬ 
rals. . „ 

It is ufuil with princes to Jallc^f peace while they are 
waging! the moft cruel wars, ratl^r t, imprefs men with an 
opinio^ of their moderation, thanfuS^He *, w bf their pre- 
tenfions, however unjuftifiable. It happened at this time, 
all the contending powers fern the»| ambaffadors to deliberate 
on a peace at Nimeguen , while each relblved to infift upon the 
terDns he might expe& after a fuccefsful war. His Dani/b ma- 
jefty*fe indentions were very apparent, from the numb*# of ob- 
Hades his minifter raifed againft every propofitkm, and the 
difficulties he flatted about pafcports, precedency, ceremonials, 
and the right of ambaftadors. The fmalieft circumftances is 
tiled for a p r e te nc e to break off treaties to which fovereigns 
have no inclination. This at Nmegnen ran many hazards of 
tttnih*to nothing, from the cavilling difpofnion of the ptir- 
titfs. The ambaukdor of Dtt ia ri firft ^difputed with die 
$pMi/b suribaflador about the right hand, and-then withthff 
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ttte& ifeemfelves: lnawori f mm thing wti made a handle 
!&» prolonging the war. Chrijtian panted after the recovery 
of the laft provinces yielded to Sweden j hit fuccefs for the '* 
two daft campaigns had given him a taftc For conqueft, sfnd 
whetted his ambition; and he was in hopes, that prolonging 
the war might reduce Srxteden to the low eftate he wifhed, add 
proportionabJy augment die power and grandeur of the Danijh 
monarchy. Here are the claims of the fevcral negotiating 
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powers. 

DENMARJC demanded, that France fhould reimburfe her 77 , t 
in the expences of the war ; and that matters between her man jj ^ 
and Sweden ftiould be reftored upon the fame footing they the frveral 
Stood at the peace of IVeJlpbalia : That the treaties of Ref- poxugt. 
child and Copenhagen fhould be abolifhed, and all theprovinces 
difiuembered from Denmark and Norway , reftored : Tnat Swe¬ 
den ftiould cede all her conquefts in Germany* and that JVtf- 
mar and the ifle of Rugen , be annexed to die crown of Den- . 
mark. Finally, thpt *the greater fecurity, his Danijh ma- 
Jefty ftiould^aiifon $ith his troops all th£ frontier towns of 
Sweden . \lci?ds 7 tj£h~as thefe, it was evident were calculated 
- be rcjcflcd’. - ’' - 

The proportions of France with refped to Denmark were, 
that as his moil Chriftian maj«jfty had declared war againft the 
crown, only becaufe in prejudice of the treaty of Copenhagen , 
which he had guarantied,* bis Danijh majefty had declared 
war on Sweden things fhould be reftored on all fides agreeable 
to the tenour of that treaty. * 

As for Sweden , her demands were of a fimilar nature; for 
by infilling on the performance of the treaty of 1660, refit- 
tution was necefiarily made of all the places taken from her du¬ 
ring the prefent &*r. Thenropofitions of the duke of Hot- 
jtetn-Gottorfi put in^^he^lunds of the mediators by his en¬ 
voys* rececwj jQQ M%Jfi at all, paffing wholly imnoticcd, 
becaufe dteT^t^Jlfoaflador refufed to acknowledge the 
minifter of that primer, allied with Sweden , protected by 
France* and for thole riafons difpoflefled of his donlinions by 
die king of Denmark . 

Such were the propofttions made for eftablifhinp; peace in Prepam, 
h ^Nortb, while the kings of Denmark and Sweden wer tthntfor 
making vigorous preparations for continuing the war* Chrif- prq/ettaing 
turn reflecting, that his chkf advantage would fcrife from hi sthewar. 
fiiperiority at fba, lent admiral Troop , after loading him with 
hempurs and titles, to fajicit more powerful fuccours from the 
ftates-general of die Unified. Provinces. On the other hand* 
his Swedi/h magoly hayipgregained pofiirffion of Heffinhorg* 
after the battle of lamjen* was taking meafures for driving 
th oDfUt Aitof $ T /JM Be fern adfit^chmeot to attack Carol- 
** . •• * , /haven* 
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A. D. J^ tvgn * which was repulfed; but afterwards laying liege Jkt 
1677.* f° rm to *hc place, it was fur rendered after a brave defence; 

7 * < Cbriftianjhaven was tne neat object of His defigns j to this He * 
laid liege early in thc.fpring, and m Ch rift ion inarched with an 
army or twenty thou fan d men to its relief. Although* the 
Svwda were ftrongly polled,' they not only refufed battle, but 
decamped with precipitation, and weie followed by that part 
of the army which had inverted the city. To this a vigorous 
faHy of the be fiege J, in which the enemy loft a great nura- - 
ber of men, eighteen pieces of cannon, &c. gr$atly contri J 
buted. ’ , 

A# foon as Chriftian had reinforced the gafrifon, artd thrown 
in the neccflaiy fupplics, he inarched in purfuit of the Sweetijk 
army, but could not come up with it. However, he relolved 
to undertake the fiege pf Malmoe y becaufe the poilefiion of 
this Itrong hold would fccure the cfcnqueft of Scbunen . The 
The Danesarmy arrived before the town on the nineteenth of Junet antf 
tnyjifge h after employing eleven days in makit^j; his approaches, railing 
Malmoe. batteries, tn rowing bombs, and atta£*vng tL- covered way# 
his majefty carriefrtbe counterfcarp by ihV &/((].' : theif*** 

playing furioufiy on th** citadel^ fecond^yt/the fifth, 

he elicited a lodgement oh the parapet of tbj* covered way, 
where a battery, to play .on tde eaft gate, was raifed. ChriJ- 
t\an % naturally humane, .would*have delayed the fiege a little, 
longer, rather than facridcc lb* many lives in pulhing itwith, 
all the vigour that was .poliiblc } but certain intelligence wfycli 
he received of the ipotions of the SweJiJh army and fleet, ren¬ 
dered all poliiblc difpatth jneceflary. He therefore relolved to 
finilh the a&iir by a general aflault, which was fixed for the 
evening of the lixth of July. The troops of Munjfter were 
ordfrea to matte a falfe attack in one quaver, while three 
other attacks were pufhed witkVhe ftfnioft vigour. The 
Danes mounted {he ramparts fword carried the works 

befprp /o| Grtve gate, took poll at r .»V&lcd Stock- 

fjowtf aqd between Gattcnbuig and Afalmoe baftions. They 
were preparing to burft open the gafei/br the cavalry, when 
the draw-bridge giving' way to the weight of numbers, 
broke down* • Upon this the belleged took courage, and the* 
Danes , wey£ dilpirited, on feeing colonel Bibon, jyitn Jbi# 
corps, dipyroed. Thofc who had entered the town were' 
forced to retreat with precipitation \ and this unfortunate it 
fault coded with the M® of two thoofand qnen to his 'Dan^ 
Ijn\-nediatelyjthe fiege was raifed, and from this - 
time^w?. may .date th£ reyerfe of fortune of the Demijh arms 

fe• a ‘ 

1 ■' Thj& advantages which his majefly gainftd by fea com- 
pen^iqd^ &W nacafure the luffes <$1 Ihoie. Admiral Ju 4 * 

^ having. 


Siege 

rttfed. 
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!f#iflg tete)Hger»ce* that a Sivedi/h fquadron of eighteen fail 
lay at Gottenburg, to join the main fleet, f rcfolved to attack it 
Before the junction could be effected, though his fleet con- 
filled pnly of eleven fliips ofi the line. On his approach the 
enemy cut their cables, and both fleets began a general cannq. 
nading for the fpace of fiv$ hours, without any confiderable da j 
mage to either, a calm preventing Juel from coming to a clofe 
engagement. In the morning a favourable gale fpnnging up, 
ihe Danes bore down with all their fail, and begun the attack 
with fuch fury, that fix Swtdijh fliips were difabled. "fuel 
fearing left th e^Swedijh admiral might cfcape under fa¬ 
vour of the’finoke, H kft the purfuit of the fix damaged (Ifips 
to the reft of his fquadron, and with his own fhip j boarded the 
admiral. The engagement was warm and obftinate, both fliips ' T ' r ^ ,,nC3 
being nearly of equal force, and both admirals determined tu 'J** 
conquer. Joel’s fortune hdWevcr prevailed, and the SuaJe 
ftruck, after fighting defperately for two hours. A complete-'' " A 
vt&ory folldwed ; the Admr al , of fixty guns, three hundred 
men ; the Anpet (i<ibr{ /, of fifty guns, two hundred men j 
Calmar , vgA, Cmd Strew, each of foify-fix guns, be- 

■mtr tiK-n'i together with ong^je -fhio^ >and two tranfpoits. 
IgalLtboufthn^. thoufand Swedeswtre taken and killed, 
with tffe lofs only of two hundred and fifty men on the fide 
of Juel * 

kouR days after the fiege o£ %ialmoe was raifed, Jucl per¬ 
formed another no lefs fignal advantage to N$ mailer, which 
in foinc meafurc coir, pen lined his lofs bcfore # that place. He 
was attacked by the Swedijh fleet near the iflc of Mona. The 
admirals Ham, Clerk , the bell officers in the Swedifis marine, 
and IVariJmujler, led the enemy’s fleet, competed of forty fail 
In three divifions. ©Greatly fuperior in force, they doubted 
not of retrieving the latr- JifgrrCe ; but Juel fupplied the want 
of numbers h/condu* .^ilancc s.nd course Gtining Snojifl, 
the wind of dint of fuperior lkill, helbroke fat defeat - 

their line, put the fleet m confufion, and took the Mars, ol ed a fiecoud 
feventy-two guns, Julius alafar, of fixty, Sea-lVelf, of, fi(t )-time. 
fix, the Lyon, of fifty-two. Dragon , and Saturn , each of 
fixty-fou£, finking the Jupiter, of fixty guns. Never was the 
valour of Juel more tried than in this engagement, Ja which 
hia fbip, the Chrijliau, was attacked by fix large fhips of the 
enemy, and fo much .damaged, that the admiral ^as forced 
to fend her out of the line, and continue the fight in the 
Frederick, that happily came up to his relief. / 

Just as the battle was ended, the Dutch fquadron, fo im¬ 
patiently expeded, came in. fight, but too late to claim any 
fliare in the glory of the day. Trmp , however, intercepted 
three fixty guiAfliips be&jes'they got into Malum, burnt one, 

* and 
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and funk the other mo in patience of Mi AWjft majefy^fohi 
was a witneft of this a&ien from the fopre. 

A scene very different was a&ing where his rfijefty cofo* 
H»«hdd in perfen* though every action fchciped with 
prudence t and executed with valour. Weakened by the iofs of 
''Jffalmu, he wav attacked between fJeifmburg and Lanttf&oe* 
by the king pf Sweden ,, and an army near double in numbers* 
Battlfbf- goth princes performed prodigies of valour: they feemed ri- 
rociju tot va ], j n coy^ge and glory. Charles expoied himfelf to die 
* f " thickeft of the fire, and Chnjlian, with his own hand, dew 
mts fcvcral Swedijh officers, who fucccfljveljr, attempted to make 
him prifoper. Fatigue, joined to the cxceffive ‘heat of the 
fun, at laff put an end to the battle, the Swedes keeping the 
held, and the Darns retreating to their camp at Landftreen in 
good order. His majefty’s lois indeed was great j but his good 
conduct prevented the Swedes from deducing any, confidcrable 
„ advantage front their victory ; for foch it muff be allowed. 

Count Guldentew, the king's governor of Norway, formed 
a fcheme to reduce Maelfamd, a fmail fortified town in the 
diftrid of Baksts, fituated upon a rolk. I!i£%eafures were 
fo v-ell taken, that* Ian ifltwV m3 d« himte|f iwstor dv«u 
place, but of Carelfyn, a jftrong place, foirounded'ey hio-h 
walls, and encompaned by rugged mountains. Encouraged 
by this fuccefs, he detachcq, two thoufand horfe and foot, 
Vnder the command of the colonels Haven and Scbuktua , to 
attempt regaining Jempterland, which had been wreitad from 
Denmark at the peace of Copenhagen. The march made with 
fuch rapidity over rocks, inacceffible mountains, and imper- 
. yipus woods, was; altogether aftonifhing. Scbukztn forced a 
poftdefeodcd by four hundred met), ana a battery, where foe 
natural fitustion would, by any other oKcor, be deemed art 
infpperable obfirudion. 1 ’* 

. Akidst a variety of aperatidns^Wwm^we fhal! only 
^take notice of one attended with c pfitt -nj.orfc nt consequences 
* than the reft The Swedifi army,.ten thou&nd ftrong, hear* 
ihg that theztarer ware tn motion to give them battle, did not 
dtdine the engagement. On the feventh of Sttdembsr both 
tpmes catnc within fight of each other: they foor began a 
&Kfek i J)fo:witfc thjar artHlery j and general Lmenhtlr* who 
*wl the vanguard* begun the fight ; $n. the fide of yhe Dana* 
fie aftnOyff (Word fo irand, theheaw rams having rendered 
his firt-afm« nfefofi. At fit# Wmtn warmly jteieadj bit 
. . the refilfoiuje made by the Xuwfowas not of foog ddfotfon* 

.ivl’bey foon were put in diforder, their infantry total)? de» 
c fcstted, and their cavalry obliged to feet, fifety fo their sight* 
They loll a iretf number of officers, four hundred foldjps, fix 
hundred’madeprifoners, aHah^raidlleirwiitJb, to¬ 
gether 





gettier with' Heaps of ftondards, colours, and other military 
traphiefl. > t 

To this Wfcre added feveral advantages gained by the D.mijb atbrr ad- 
fleet and army, commanded by' the king in pci Tor* and by Fan ventages 
Tromp the Dutch admiral; jtbe former having tak-n the* ifle o tg^med ty 
Rugen , and the latter, afte? making defeents on the iflai.ds of bit majef- 
Qttand , Smaland, Une, and Kuno^, burnt to afhci the city 11 </- ty\ atm 
tcrxayek, pillaged fcvcral villages and carried ofi* richer booty J~ a **4 
than had been got in any pre* eding adtions. Stettin was like- land^' 
wife taken by the eK-clor of Dt undotburg, a {Titled with a iiiong 
detachment of Damfi* infantry j and it w«j believed that the 


Swedes would be foiccd to evacuate all their corujeeC*. i* me 
empire. But thefe conjectures were .11 foundc 1. The M«w 


had a dangerous enemy to combat in the pciiun of the cx;<c* 
liencc-d count Konigfinat k. A^er this general, overpowered 
by numberi., had abandoned Rugai, he was reduced jto great 
difficulties, {com which nothing but courage and hazardous 
ilrokcs could rcfc\|c him. Pent up in the neighbourhood of 
£&'-)fund % wheu ,h<s mn daily perdhed with famine, he re- 
folvcd to all lor their relief, and to avoid the ncccffity of 
yielding airtiritto iAn. He (ormcd'U piJfllJ^which he cominu- 
fuctffccTle the mfejiitratts' of StsuJftdi.l ; they approved ot it, v 
becaufe they conhded in his experience, and favv the extre¬ 
mity to which he was reduced, Tfo (hew their attachmentto 
the crown of Sweden, they joined him with a lydy of burgh¬ 
ers, and refolvcd to run the fame fortune with him. With A. D. 


a favourable gale Konigfmark embarked his mfdntry, and fent 1678. 
fome veflcls to Gillcs, to draw the attention of the Danes on 



thfct fide, and perfu tde them that he meditated a defeent on 
Schap per ode, 01 fVhtaf. But the Danes , who faw themfelves 
mailers of the i£and, with an sjfmy of nine thoufand men, 
believed they were fotnuch funerior to the enemy* that they 
paid little regaflS*S*^h<r,r. .notions. In (lead of disputing! the 
landing with Kemgfmarf, they encamped on a large plain, at 
fome diftance from the fhore. The Swede immediately^ 
inarched up, began a cannonading, and played his artillery ">g we j„ 
ludicioufly, that the right wing of the Danes was put in difor- refa £ ( t } 3e 
ier. Gerftral Rumor being killed by a cannon-ball, disputes c j- R a . 
irofc iinoog the Danijb officers about the command : aHg cn , 
ubordination ceafed, the army was in confufion, amroccame 
to eafy prey to the Swedes, Some regiments, however, upon 
he right, performed their duty. The colonels, without wait- 
Jt for orders from the commander in chief, attacked the 
S hoidi/b left wing with irrefiftibtefory, and broke it, in fpite 
>f all the endeavour* ®f Kenigfcori, who was continually re- 
nforcing it withfrefh troops.- 'But the reft of the army not 
ttmiftg to tbgiyii ppoiM M» % x?a»ss were at laft forced to re- 
Moo. Htyi\ Vu^^Xkll. * Mm* * treat 
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Danes <aV.treat, and leave a clear vi£tory to the enemy, who would have 
made prodigious*flau >hter, had they not been interrupted m « 
t the purfuit bv marfhes, which cut them off from the Da- 
nijh camp. However, the confequenccs of this detest were 
# fatal, for nolefs than hVc thou (and men fell into Konigfmmk’i 
hands in a few days after the haute ; fo well had he taken his 
meafures, and fuch was the confufion and anarchy that reigned 
in the Dantjh army. 

CHRIS 1 l 4 N was chagrined at thislofs, and employed all 
maktt'J*- his cndcavouis in fcheming revenge. It w*$ greatly his intereft 
•veral «/- to raife* the fiegc of Chrtjhanjiadty winch place the Swedijh 
tempts to army had invcited ; and he left nothing unattempted to effect 
nitty* this dclign. His fleet under fuel, on which he had the chief 
Chnftian- rt j| antCf p U t t 0 f ea . ^ut was greatly damaged by a {form, 
Mat. that 0 bligtd the admual to ref nquifh the expedition. 

Tut Dantjh general A’enfJotjf had better fortune ; he took 
the town and citadel of lleljmburg , and had juft flgned the 
capitulation, and received the keys of th^ates, when advice 
arrived, that-the Swcdtjh mnnari h was on hx. march to r¥h«. - 
the garrifon. Several other divcrlions weic ma<C,-v> draw the 
king of Swt hn s attelftf&n from the ifr.anjladt, a 

place equ illy important ft> both monarchs, with refpect to'the 
fecunty of SJonen. His fhajefty placc*d his greateit hopes in 
the (needs of the fiege of Btthut , a place invefled by general 
(JuUthtcw. This however tailed ; for as the gent*ra! was on 
the pnmt of Hornung the town, having made himftlf matter 
of all the outworks, the Swt hs armed with a powerful army 
to Us relief. Ail theta dsverlions having failed in producing 
the defired efte£f, his nujetty determined upon one latt effort 
to relieve Chrtjllanjtudt, which was nepv reduced to the laft 
exticmity, for want of previflons. With 'this view he put 
birtifelf at ( the head of his army', compoftd of twelve thou- 
fana men. * AttvjturJf, and the etake^ta iVvff commanded th« 
right wing. The generals tt'tdd and After beym the left, com¬ 
poftd of the forces of Alunjttr, and the king in perfon ; the 
count de St. Paul commanding under him, led the main 
body. At the fame time th*- fleet was ordered to draw up be¬ 
fore the harbour of Cht ijtusrjtaat, and pra&ifc everv endea¬ 
vour to throw m fuppht's. Two faults committed by general 
Aunfd^jf truttraccJ the king’s project. Contrary to his or¬ 
ders, hit deterred until next day fo/ng upon an eminence 
which Overlooked and commanded the enemy’s camp, who 
taking advantage of this eiror, fortified the poll. In every 
other part, the camp was lo well tonified by the nature of the 
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jSttint without running any hazard j Cbriftianftadt was forced 
to Surrender in fight of the Danijh army j at?d the king, who « 
attributed the whole lois to Arenfdorjf, wai fo much iitcenicd,^ 
that he drdergd that officer under arreft. 

His majefly’s arms were more fuc£e(sful in another quarter. rftytjen nr- 
Jtul failed for the ifle of Kitten j and took his nuatuic*, cun- taken fy 
jointly with the elector of Brandenburg fo well, that the ifl-md ,,ljt Dapes, 
was retaken, SiraljttnH and GripjwaU reduce<1, and fever.il 
lefler advantases^tained. Soon after this it was that Ch>ij~ 
turn had an intervieV with the eledhir, to concur their luimc 
operations. Kothing^farther however was attempted lui that 
feafon ; and the public attention was cntrofK-d by till: ne».o- 
tiations relumed at K'imegtten, and the unfortunate fate ul the 
ga.*vifon$ of Straifund ar.d ( » ripfwald, amounting to lour thou- 
land men, all of whom were efliipwircktd Oil ihe ifl.md <>{ 

Borkbolm . When thefe towns iurrenJert'd ir was capitulated, trtjbntrt. 
that the garrrtons fhould he tranfpnrted into Sweden, on board * 
the flops of the all^g. Chriftian made lome objections to this 
fc *c l !£7 as co un^+Xdhigfm'trk had broke fomc pafts ol his en 


Shipwreck 
of the 
Swcdilh 


gage men 


thl 


Vigen. At laft he 


__ _ Danijh troops i n Jfjj * 

granfc^^^Tr^^J^fleet being calt^ffwaj, the Swedes attri- 
buVeiTir,*thouglr upon a very flight foundation, to defign. 

Nothing indeed could be more ahfurd than to fuppofe, that 
either the king or cledtor had giyeti orders to their admiral to 
Ihipwreck himfelf, or that he would have obeyed fuch an or- 
dffr, had it been given. 

It was now reported, that the flates-generaf of the United Ktgotia- 
Provinces, had lent an ear to the proportions of the court turns at 
of * France , and agreed on a feparate peace. Immediately the Niroegii- 
plenipotentiaries of Denmark reprefented to their high roigh- cn » where 
tinefles their treaty with the king, their mafter, ip the ftrong- tf> * Dutch 
eft manner^urging the performance of terms mutually ad- eleiior 
vantageous, with *«1‘ *be» arguments of reafbn and rhetoric. ran " 
feut all was in vain ; the flares had taken their refutation, and 
nothing could divert them from from putting an end to a war, ; f 
which had proved fo ruinous to them, however fuccvbtai ‘T’^* 
their fleets in the baltick had been. Ail that the other allies * 
could £o was to enter a proreft againft their proceedif'% 
which was done by the ainbafudors of Denmark , hAandtn- 
£«rrjf| and Munfter. The fame meafure was taken /mb icf- 

E &toall the other parties engaged in this general vjs;r, who 
d now figned a Separate peace. Denmark and lirjvder.burg 
Were left alone to withftand ail the power of France ar.d Swe¬ 
den hy lea and land ; however, they determined not to relin- 
<juifh their conquefl<,*or cede an inch of what they believed • 
their juft right, j This i ei eel ox's determination, as well 

it $oH0Etu%iom jnade by the army under the 
Mm2 * ixfaicciial 


as the king’s ; 
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marechal CrequL foon convinced the former, that his only 
r method of warding the impending (form, was to renounce < 
- his alliance with Denmark, and u embrace the proportions made 
ly France and Sweden. Thus Chr'tjiian remained (ingle of all 
- fthe allies to fight his own quarrel. His fleet was always fu- 
petior ; but' the march of Crequ't, after the elector hadfigned 
the peace, towards Oldenbwg and DelmehorJi t convinced his 
Dantjh majtfty, that France would a£t with all her force in fa¬ 
vour of Sweden ; and that, to avoid the qonfequences of a 
war carried on againft two fo formidable powers, each of 
fvhich had been the terror of Europe, n was nc^eflary to fol¬ 
low thd example of the other allies. He therefore gave di¬ 
rections to his minifter to fign, which alone was wanting to 
re-eftablifhthc tr anquillity of the Chriftian powers, embroiled 
for fuch a number of years. Accordingly peace was con¬ 
cluded between France, Denmark , and Sweden , on the fecond 
of September, 1679} all the fummer having palled without 
anyVonfiderahle military operations on either fide. 

By this treaty Charles was put in pofoflion of aii In. 
claimed before the^w^r ^ and Chrijtian, r^ter pj^.Jw a jflus exer¬ 
tions of courage and conclude, was forc^fC, j^r.ougttvthc,fault 
of his allies, to fit down'll, fappointed in all tnofe views which ‘ 


had firft made him decUre againft: Sweden. The duke of 
Holftein-Gottorp recovered* bis dominions and fovereignty in 
Peace an- confequcnce of the peace; and the treaties of RoJ'child, Co- 
eluded be- p cn hugen, and IFe/tphaUa, were declared in force between the 
tween courts of Dcnmai k and Hclftein , the fame as if they had been 
Sweden tranferibed word for word in the prefent treaty. It was at 


and Hen- Fontainbleau that the peace between the three crowns was 


mark. figned; befides which, a feparate treaty,of alliance, offenfive 
and defenfive, was executed u Lunden between thc v ambafl*adors 
of Denmark and Sweden , in prefence of the Fre ,c,j minifters. 
Finally, the more firmly to conned! the two northern crowns, 
a treaty of marriage was propofed between the princeft Ulrica 
Eleonora of Denmark and the king of Sweden. The terms 


were accepted ; but the ceremony deferred until the fpring of 
the following year, on account of the multiplicity of bufinefs 
in which both kings were engaged, in refloring the tgnquil- 
iity of\their kingdoms, and reareffing all the diforders and 
grievances introduced by a long and bloody war* 

Whee the treaty of peace was in agitation, king Chriftian 
advance! the greater part of his army towards the river Elbe* 
under the pretext of difpotiug the pallage with Crequi the 
French general. This march gave uneaunefs to the city of 
'Hamburgh 5 the TOagijjfrates.-exprefled their refemmen*J$>arti- 
cularly on general fredePs buildjng a fort in their vicinage. 
At lalt, upon feeing the Jung* r dairy incrcafe, they 
Z took* 
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took die alarm, and feemed convinced that thefc preparations 
tyul a farther defign than was acknowl^Jged. Firft, they 
made remonftrances, and then took effectual fteps for the fe- 
curity^of their city; precautions extremely feafonable, m 
Cbriftian had certainly formed defigps to furprife it. He i4d 
reconnoitred the ground iy perfon, and formed a plan for b#>« 
fieging the city, in cafe his attempts to furprife it failed. He 
publifhed a manifcfto, declaring his right*, to that city, wliich r . t 
was anfwercd by tjje Hw, burgh rt ; and then began to enforce t mk 
his claim by artn*. Batteries vvei.' raifa), lines drawn, and 
approaches made in a regular mam cr, that convinced the in¬ 
habitants he was not to be relived by arguments ; tljey there¬ 
fore applied to Fra the for her nitiiutii*n ; and Lewis XIV. 
wrote a letter with his own hand to Cbn/fian , exhorting him 
not to difluih the icpofe fo lately granted to Fr/rcpr, by enter¬ 
ing upon frefh difputes ; ancf the houfe of Ihunjwick , hav¬ 
ing already fent a body of troops in defence of the city, la¬ 
boured fo heartily in cffefling an accommodation, that a fort 
( of fwvifional tte^ty was cenJuJed on the fyft day o t' No- 
vember. ' i 

By-df'np ej fjf of IIamhr/r»‘*"r*~& to pay his majefly, at Peace-with 
five fitted inltffmt.sts, the fum two Imnd.ed and twenty the Uam- 
thoufanJ crowns, on condition tjiat he fheathed the fword, burgers. 

■ and laid afide the refentment had conceived again!! this 
city ; renounced his pretentions to thofe territories pofleflcd 
conjointly between Lubeck and Hambwg ; rdioicd the fiiip. 
ping and merchandize he had taken, belonging to the city, 
together with f.veral other articles, which it would be ttnne- 
ceifary to enumerate. By the third article, the city of Ham¬ 
burg engaged to fend deputies to Gbrijiian , to declare the 
fentiments of the ftiagiftratcs and burghers, With rcfpedf to 
his majc^T* # ® 

Thus pt-re was happily eftablifhed ; and tho Danifi army 
began to file gradually out of the duke of Hotjlein Gottorp'u 
territories. Tranquillity was now reftored to Europe ; fevera! 
marriages were celebrated among the parties concerned in the 
war ; and among others, that of the princefs Eleonora of Den- A. D. 
mark wish his Swedijh majefly. On the twenty-fifth of Fe- 1680. 

bruoaj (he was demanded by M. Guldenfttm , the Swidi/h am- 
baflador, arrived in Copenhagen ; but her departure wap deferred 
cm account of a fever, with which (he was feized. Uti t length 
her royai*htghnefs fst out for Sweden* where the nuptials were 
celebrated with all imaginable pomp and magnificence, 

CHRISTIAN next applied himfelf to the affairs of the 
empire, and finallyjerowating the differences between the t 
houfes of Aujfria and Beurb%* which met with, numberlcfe 
difficulties. He labourt fo heartily in this bufineis, that 7 

^ M to 3 received 
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received the thanks of the diet at Rati/ben \ but not fatlii- 
fied with general declarations, he entered into an alliance^ 
often five and defenfive, with the elector of Brandenburg and 
biftiop of AlunJ!er y whereby the«contra&ing parties eagaged 
with all their power to pjeferve the peace of the empire, 
add mutually to aflift each other it* cafe either was attacked. 
Although «n fadl this alliance was no more than defenfive, 
it gave umbrage .to the United Provinces, who called it an 
offenfive treaty, calculated tor fome end nrjt fpecilied in the 
treaty. They dreaded lf*ft his majefty to part'd dvfigns on 
their homctvaid-bound Eajl-buha fleet j^and theu fears were 
augmented by the attention which his Dantfn majefty gave to 
his maiinr. There had been fome differences between the 


a.tx 

1682. 


two nations, on account of a Datv/Jj fhip taken by the Hol- 
W«ion the coafl of Gulnry ; but the event fhewed that 
(thrift inn had no intention of coming to a rupture by making 
reprilals. Cb* •flan ufed all poftible endeavours tQ difptl the 
clouds of tiitoicion gathered in It Aland ; be wrote to the 
city of /tni/lerAaniy protefling that fo far from giving *r>- 4jf. 
turbancc t> rhe commerce of the United Province*-.,jt ftiould 
be his fludj afTid<ioufo 4 ’i.£ultivatc the goo* im be¬ 

tween Denmark and Holland- As France 'Cvas^now irjduded 
in the late treatv of alliance,, he thought it necefl'ary to de¬ 
clare, that the foie object of, this confederacy was no other 
than to prderve that tranquility which Europe bad begun to 


In the month-of 7 / / *V» Chti/lian and the eledlor of Bran¬ 
denburg had an interview at !tzoka\ but the bufinefs tranf- 
a$ed at this conference is rather conjedlured at than known. 
Common report would have it, that Holjlein was the fu bjedfc 
of their cor.verfation. Certain it is, thal notjong after his 
majefty impofed a tax of eighteen crowns upon ca plough 
in the dutchy^ and the duke, not in a condition to oppofe 
this refolution, was forced to content to fee the inhabitants 
ppprefled. 

From Itxoka his majefty returned with all expedition to 
Copenhagen, on advice that a ftrong Swedijb fleet had put to 
fta. H-re he arrefted two Lubeck mips, under pretttice that 
the regency owed him a ftim of money. The duke oPCu- 
tumburg M interpiofed, and afterwards the imperial minrfter 
complamW loudly at his proceeding, both as guarantees of 
the late treaty at Nimeguen , and protestors of the hanfe- towns : 
however they obtained no redjeft, and the veflels were at 
length releafed, in confequeqce of a deputat : on from the 
regency. ». 

A difference l ike wife happened between the fteeahiof 
jrft ’odfo and penmori* The jormBr. pLt m by nfefe 

. of 
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of weather at Elfmmr , refbfed to pay the ufual honours iGDifftmcn 
the flag of Denmark. This the Danijb admiral refented, and herwten 
ftjgun Bring upon the Swedes* which at laft obliged them toDaunark 
lower.their flag and ftrike their colours. The Sw/dijh <OP- a**t the 
voy complained of this violence # at Copenhagen ; he infli^d neighbour - 
upon the admiral’s being J>rokc» which Gbrtflian pcicmptorn prwer* 
refufed, though he found other means to terminate the aft*i{ 
amicably. 

Next year a ^ifpute of more confequcncc arofe between 
Denmark and• t^e republic of Holland. l'he Danes coin* 
plained that their fettlement was driven nut of Bantam, by jhe 
king’s fop,*at the furtigation of the Dutch ; thcyjlemanded 
not only to be indemnified in the immenfe loflos they lurtained, 
but that their company fhould be reftored to all the rights 
and privileges they before enjoyed. The difputc was warmly 
carried on by both parties, afld it was believed that the differ¬ 
ence between the two companies would occalion a rup¬ 
ture between both nations. However, the bolinefs was loo 
imnact ant to be fudJenly deiermined. Both agreed to wait 
for fanner 3 ZMce| from the Indies; and thus the diljmte was 
delaysnJdecided. . 

It jvas ap|/?Ac.idcd, from th^ preparations made by Swe¬ 
den, Denmark, Bavaria , and Lunenburg, that the tranquillity 
of Germany would be again interrupted. Each of the above 
princes werj^bufieu in putting* their armies on the beft foot- 
and the forces of Denmark were actually in a flourish¬ 
ing condition, being lately augmented, in coniequcnce of a 
fubfjdy from the French court. Chriftian reviewed his army 
•at O'jfrtc, which ratfed jealoufies in the regency of Lubtck 
and duke of Lunenburg. The former put the city in the beft 
ftate of defence, aiti the latter augmented his army to twenty 
tbtJUfahd'ffnefr; but nothing was undertaken by either fide. 

a&ual hoftilities happened between his majefty The king 
and the city© f Hamburg. Private d.flentions had arifen in laysfiegeto 
that city, the people refufing to pay the taxes impofed by Hamburg, 
the fenate. Matters were carried fo high, that all govern¬ 
ment ceafed, and the whole was one confufed anarchy. A 
more fevoarable opportunity could not offer for Chrijliarfs 
renewing his demand on Hamburg. He immediately em¬ 
braced the occafioo, and prefented bimfelf with A powerful 
army before the gates, demanding that he might acknow¬ 
ledged proce&or of the cky againft the emperorYufurpation, 
and threatening in cafe of refafal to treat the# inhabitant* 
as enemies. The fenate nof giving ear to thefe proportions, 
he enforced his iy\gn^awwith actions. He attacked fome of 
the ©utforts fword in l)afA hoping to reduce the city by , 
bombardment, if m fccurmg hit approaches: 
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but he was repulfed with lofs. A fecond attack wa* made 
with all imaginable ifury; but the fort having a communi¬ 
cation with the city, it was conftantly fupplied with IrefH 
trbVps, fo that the aflailants were forced to defifty with,more 
lofr&han in the former attempt. 

* It was now found impoflible to fuefeed by a {Fault, his majefty 
therefore refolvcd to proceed regularly, and befiege the fort 
in foim, after cutting off the communication between it and 
the city. But while he was engaged ir^ making his ap¬ 
proaches to the fort, the Lunenburg infantry* tnd a body of 
Brandenburg cavalry, entered the city. Thejfir were foon 
joined by # a flrong corps of Swedijh matrofles and.gunners 
from the dutchy of Bremen, the whole garrifon forming an 
army of twelve thoufand men. However, the king did not 
relinquifh his defign ; he continued drawing lines to cut off 
the communication, and eicdiinr batteries to play on this 
ftrong fort. Several little foits were built to cover his ope¬ 
rations, which the Hamburgers perceiving, deyjimined to drive 
the Dams from, their works. A vigorous faljy was mad*; *jid 
about five bundled Danijh infantry cut in R- : cccs n before the 
cavalry could come to 4h«ir nfltftance : afto.wards, tflte«4cene 
chant ed, the Hamburgers were repulfed, df*vq|fbaclc (p the 
town, and fcarce able to prevent the Danijh cavalry from 
entering the gates with them- In the heat of purfuit, a 
Danijh officer, having actually got within the wi'jls, was dif- 
covered hy the o'inc-rr on guard, who prefented his fefee; 
but the Dar.c, to»9 quick for him, drew his piftol, {hot the 
Hamburger dead, turned his reins, and overfetting all who 
oppoted him, made his wav back to the camp. 

Immediately after this conflict, a negotiation was fet on 
foot by the eledtor of Brandenburg and *the duke of Zell , 
who came to Harhurg, on the oppofite fide of* tfftjbjiver,* to 
puih the mediation with the more vigour. Thv&nglijh en¬ 
voy ftrenuoufiy promoted an accommodation, which was at 
length concluded, after his Danijh majefty had made fruitlels 
attempts to lay the city in afhes with his bombs. The prin¬ 
cipal article of this treaty was, that matters fhould remain on 
the footing they then flood, until the year 1700, without de¬ 
triment to the claim of his Danijh majefty. - ^ 

All tlw world was aftonffhed to fee the king lay fiege 
with fifteen thoufand men to Hamburgh the works of which 
were fo ex *n live as to require fixty thoufand men completely 
to inveft tnem. It was'believed 'therefore that he relied upon 
fecret promifes from fome of the chief burghers, who after¬ 
wards deceived him. ** , 

• Although the city of H&nburg was now fecured by a 
peace, guarantied by princes atjle tclpaot^ft be/J yet {hqjdid 
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not y to keep hefelf in a pofture of defence. Chrifiuui '* 

{landing army, and clofe alliance with prance and England* 
gave the alarm not only to the fcnate of Hamburg , but to 
all tty; neighbouring princes. The North enjoyed peaJB j 
but all the princes made vigorous preparations, as if theyun- 
tended coming to an imrgediate rupture. In effect, this wa* 
owing to the intrigue and policy of France* who finding ft 
neceflary to maintain a large army for the defence of her con¬ 
quers, thought o£* nothing but to keep all the ncighbouting 
kingdoms iry ■ ^ate of fufpence. Het views were to cxhault 
their funds Lf carrying on a war, in cale they ihould ujiitc 
to retrcnpfcr the power of the houtc of B^:.rk*i. % 

An ordonnance puhiilhed this year by the king of Den- Ilh difpute 
mark furniihed new matter of (peculation, and gave the with the 
alarm in particular to the Dutch. The ti aty of commerce Dutch, 
concluded in 1647 be twee if Dttinwtk and the United Pro¬ 
vinces was now expired, and his nvajody railed the du- . 
tics on Dutch tapping palling the Sound, .md piohihitcd the 
cxi-ui; t.,rh)i-i of bljick cattle out of Jut!, a: /, and other parts of 


his domimoR^ Jt was prefumrd that his majefiy had farther 
drfig::,'"an } t.Vle edicls publiflicd w'"h a vi,:w merely to ex¬ 
cite fyih troubles. For this rca£>n the Dut. b laid an em¬ 
bargo on all their {hips deftme^ for the Battuk* to prevent 
their being feized by the Dane* 0 in caf.' his majefty ihould 
think fit to oome fuddenly to»a ruptuu-, and before they had 
\takgn'tnnUtures for regulating the atlair < f till; cuftoms of the 
bound. In the mean time their amh.bi: tor at Copenhagen 
piocured a fufpeniion for four years of liny farther proceed¬ 
ings, and til! matters ihould be finally adjulled by a folemti 


treaty. 

The affairs of*the dutchy of Holjlein had been long in A. D. 

TfU Dunijb majeffy ftill claimed the fovereignty 1687 . 
of that otfeihy* and in a manner kept pnflefliin of Holjlein* f^egotia- 
as appeared from the late heavy tax implied on the people . 1,vm rt ~ 
To put a final end to their differences, the duke at 
confented to a conference at Altena , to be conduced under 10 CJf1, 
the mediation of the emperor and elector of Brandenburg. 

Chrijlitm could not give (trongcr proofs of the jufticc of his 
caj|^c, than by fubmitting to the mediation of princes vifiSly, 
nay profefiedly, biaffed in favour of the duke. highnefs 
relied upon his declining the. conference upon finch terms; 
but finding that Cbrijlian accepted the propofal,*he did all 
that lay in his power to confopgs the bufiaefs of the negotia¬ 
tion, which he knew muff ’ terminate to his di fad vantage. 

All his endvavours.Ijo^c-acbeing fruftrated by the vigilance 
and policy of Chrijltan , jm^fcighncfc was compelled, as the 
laft refource,to ac^edc^uh^propofed accommodation, in 

hopes 
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hopes that fortune might one day prove more favourable tar 
bis pretentions. * # 

D." The two northern crowns continued their armaments, 
1688. ari&the duke raifod his hopes in proportion a$ he fay the 
S-u^h'Jh army increafe. At laft he publilhed a’memorial, in 
lfrnich he demanded, firff, that the.dutchy of Slejwici , and 
t^e territory called le Don dt Dieu t and its dependencies, 
mould be reftored to the fame fituation in which they ftood 
rA. 1674, when they were tequeftered: fe^oryily, that the 
vtreaties of RojJ>i/J, (i'>fienh.i"rn y FmtainblealB,* and Lunden , 

. .ftio^ld be the hali-i of the negotiation, and Rend/- 

burg totally annulled : thiidly, that the flic of Fimeren, the 
bail liases of 'Trill fiat), Trenjft utile, and Stcrnburjl , fhould be 


given up without any equivalent or remaining claim : and, 
fourthly, that his highnefs Ihould enjoy all the prerogatives 
of fovereignty, particularly thofe*of collecting and impofing 
taxes, and of declaring war and peace. Several other parti¬ 
culars, which we need not mention, were specified in this 
memorial. , 

His majefty anfwered every article in a mel.tlorial which 
he publifhed immediately after the appearailje o if ihe'^uke’s. 
He begun with obferving, 4hat the ueaties mHtioned the 
duke, could not poffibly lay Qtc foundation of the deli red ne¬ 
gotiation, as the face of afta'ys was greatly altered fince that 
time; and the duke having onte refufeJ their authority, he 
A. D. had now no right to claim any benefit fiom them. 'Eatery/ 
1689. article was minutely aufwcied, and the differences at laft 
ended by the treaty of /llLuia, concluded under the mediation 
of England and Brandenburg , the former influenced to inter-* 
cede by the folicitations of prince George of Denmark , and 
fhe latter from a deftre to prevent Sweden^ marching an ar¬ 
my into Pomerania, By this treaty a general ^arfl^lty was 
agreed upon, and a perpetual union and fr;end(hif*oegun be¬ 
tween the courts of Denmark and Htfain. His Danijh im- 


jefty reftored the duke to aH his dominions and fovereignties, 
with the right of levying taxes, making alliances, declaring 
war, concluding peace, building or demolUhing fortrefles: 
Condudon in a word, ill the prerogatives his highnefs enjoyei, from 
cf the dif- the treaty of ftfefepbalia and of the North, to the year 1^65, 
ftrtnct be- and like wife all that he could claim from the treaty of Fen- 
tween tainbkau. *The king alfo con fen ted to the redemption of the 
Denmark tfle of Frm^ren, and the bailhages of Sleenburft, T r e»fouttle % 
and Hoi- 2nd Trittaiv , which had brew mortgaged to the crown of 
*«»«. Denmark. ' ' 


On the other hand ’his h^me^.rej^ninced alt claims, 
pretentions, and actions agamjfyuj majefty for the damages 
he had fuftatned by the retention 'd£^h:s dominions, arq|g*he 

king's 
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Wag's levying bis revenues for years paft. He like wife yielded 
up all claims in confcquence of the venfiX obtained againfl • 
the duke of Holfttn-Pkcn ig the imperial chamber. Amo 
the treaty of perpetual union, family connexions, condi¬ 
tions, and private contracts, thby were put on the 4 »np 
footing they flood beforf the year 1657, as was liieially cj^ 
prefTed in the treaties of TVtftphalia, Fontainbleau, Sic. AfS 
other particulars were referred tu an amicable dccifion ; and 
in cafe that cAjd^not be done, to the couife of law, with¬ 
out any atr^wpft to be made on either i;Je to fuccccd by 
force. Jm sffftimoay of this agreement, two copies Were 
made outf figned, foaled, and delivered to both pafries at Al- 
tena, on'lthe twentieth of ‘/W, 1689. Such was the end of 
thole differences haw: 1 :: the kinj and duke of Ho/ftciu , which 
was the immediate caufc <M the late w.«r with Sweden, and 
had been for yt ars the (object of jealoufy, contention, and 
perpetual wrarclinr; [A). 

About thisYimc tome altercation happened between the ^ 

ur>. 7 .*f -uiu L'*ficnbn,\'n % about fume Danifit (hips 1690. 
which uvjn iith had detained. Chriftian did not 

flc knew 


care to f;un>r<fa bimfelf with that crown. 


the 


advantages which hi? HbjeXs deduced from the French com¬ 
merce : hn.v vcr^thirtriiling citcufnftance became the foun- ^ tta p 
dation of a t. raty, which he Jorin aticr concluded with Siue-™^ 
den, bv rabK.ii it was agreed, that they fh'auld mutually re- fancc * 
fer.t tne injur.*.? »lone to either, and acl ii^ all refpeXs like 
nations elide' coimedhd in intend, treaties, and natural 
alliances. H.»tb, notwithftanding, confcntcd to carrv on 
’trade in its utmoif extent; a tefolution which gave umbrage 
to the enemies of ^hat monarchy, and was the occafion of 
t he f-T' Jlcy 1 i attacking a Sect of Danijh merchantmen 
bound France. This was an affront wbieji hit majefty 
foon revenged, by ordering all Dutch vcflcls in his ports, and 
in the Sounds to be feized; a mcafurc which foon reduced 
the republic to the neccility of uftng Applications, and de- 


(A) An inflance of genero- mony could be paid. Thcfe 
fity in pfiiice George of Denmark, baiiliages being now redored to 
afi^fwards married to Anne the duke of Holjlein, provided 
queen of Great-Britain, ought he could redeem them ; and 
not to efcape on this occafion. his highnefs having no money 
His father had left him by will \ to pay off the mortgage, prince 
a portion of three hundre<^\£«>r£r, with unparalleled ge- 
thou&nd crowns, and his bnv 3 iferofity, made him the complin 
ther, unable to advaqcejh'iiam j meat of them, that every ob- 
affrgned him the bailliaps nWt ftru&ion to a treaty fo falutary to 
jioned above, until hisyidn-\ Denmark might be removed (t). 

•JW) VTiki'Mmfd* Dan. P. 142. 
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/or, all fufpidon f;as: bau'd^ied by 
ajefty wrote to tnc diet at Rata- 
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mantling an accommodation. A negotiation for this purpofe 
was fet on foot, and a treaty finally concluded in the month • 
of %uty, whereby Denmark was permitted freely to trade with 
Frrfbct in all kinds of commodities, except fuch as 'were 
jyroMUted by former treaties; viz. falt-petre, pitch, pow- 
dy, lead, and a few others. In consequence of this accom- 
rtiodation both fides rclcafed the (hipping they bad detained, 
aad Denmark lived upon the fame terms of amity as before 
>with the republic. 

A. !D.\' H ,s mnjefty this year made a trip to Hjl/htfi ]to vifit the 
1691,' fortifications creating with the duke's confent Ox'Rendiburg. 
Such progrci'ks nude by princes always furnifli matttr of fpe- 
culation, and it is conjectured that other motives tjv'.n thofc 
they declare actuate them. This was the cife in the prefent 
inftance. The public would have it, tiut a plan was con¬ 
certed between the kings of Denmark and Sweden for the 
reduction of the cities of Hamburgh and Bremen. The con¬ 
juncture was indeed favourable for iueh a tkiign ; all the 
princes inreredd'd in the prefeivation of tilde tou"’ - ! -= 
Othcrwife engaged. However, 
a letter which his Danijb majefty 
beny declaiming an intention to molcft cither Hamha-g or 
Bremen, or any wife diflufb rhe repofe u, life empire. 

Nothing farther of moment happened in Denmark 
during the reign vf Chrijlian, except feme little iHtputes with 
the Dutch , the duke of Holjhin, and the cities of Hamburg 
and Luheck, all which were accommodated with little trouble, 
and without the necedity of applying to arms. It was now 
the policy of this great monarch to preferve 10 his people 
the blcifings of peace, which he effectually ( did until his death. 
Death and which happened on the fourth of September, jnjthe 
tbarafier fifty-fourth year of his age, and twenty-ninth ofJu&~eigiT 
o/'Chrif- The breath nad no fooner quitted his body, tharf'Kme of the 
tian. by-danders cried over the window, u The king is dead j” 
upon which count Ravcntlato called over the window of the 
young queen, “ Long live king Frederick IV.” The count’s 
voice was no fooner heard than the heralds at arms folemnly 
proclaimed the prince king of Denmark, the gates of the city 
were ihut for fome days, all the troops put under arms, lad 
an oath exa&ed from the fenate, magiftrates, and inhabi¬ 
tants, before they were opened. 

CHRISTIAN V. died with^jjie reputation of one of the 
greateft monatchs in Europe ,'gyving given numberlefi proofs 
of his wifdom in the cabinet; <£f his co urage and conduct in 
<}ie field j of his affability, teH-TTK^ion for his people, 
and every virtue which could tn^y^edeem and loveT His 
greateft enemies charge him 01^ foible, and^at 
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Irar, his repofingtoo much confidence in the opinions of hi* 

• minifters and generals, and thinking t<b> meanly of his own • 
underftanding; an amiahte fault, that ever accompaniesJgrue 
merit. He fpolce mod or the modern languages, mmhad 
made a great progrefe in thofe branches of the mathafntfe| 
which regarded the military art and hiftory, Chriftian up!? 
never fo much pleafed as when he was prefented with fo^f 
new geographical chart or plan of fortification. It woulc 
be unncccfijdwell upon his character; the Danes recite 
his virtuesffttf! the utmoft fatisfaftion to this day. 

FREDERICKS. * 

Here we propofed ending the Danijh hiftory, as alPthe Fredc- 
extraordinary particulars in the fuccecding reign will be r ickIV. 
fully related in the Swedi/ii hiftory : however, to render the 
work more complete, we fhall fubjoin a fliort view of the . 
principal'anions of Frederick IV. who was immediately pro¬ 
claimed, ?.:> we have feen, upon the deat|» of his father. 
tVhcn nv cerded the throne, he found it convenient to aft 
precillly u; on Chriftian’* principles. He rcfolved to keep 
the duke of Holftetn dependent on his crown, and with 
that*view over t- yn th e dutchv. and undertook the fiegc of 
Tonningen , tW(t Jala the foundation of a long war we fhall 
have occafum to relate in»tnc next volume. ITs Sxvedijh 
majefty iaid fiegc to Copenhagen ; and the ni'wglij' and Dutih , 
as guaiantccs of the laft ptuec, font flccfc. mn> the Baliuk ; 
vigorous meafures which rcdti. cd Frrdc k to the ncceffity of ^ ^ 
fignin;; the famous peace of Trr.vcnduh! in Jlugnjt 1700. 1-00* 

By this treaty, the full right of foveres^nty was once more A w.-voof 
yielded to the duke of Iklftan , who was to ule, without con- /,,, (W . 

_ \ . \ v. e annexed prerogatives; the right of making war, duct. 

concluu. peace, levying taxes, creeling or /azing fortifica¬ 
tions, &c. with this limitation, that he fhould nor build within 
two miles of any Danijh hit. It was like wife fiipulated, that 
his Danijh majefty fhould pay the duke two hundred and fixty 
thoufand crowns; and that the chapter of Lubeck fhould be at 
liberty to elect for their bifhop a prince of Hojtein . Dis¬ 
putes however about this election happened the very next 
year. 

In 1708, after making the tour of Italy y Frederick attacked 
the Swedes in Scbonen , by Whom he was roughjy handled i 
however, his good fortune oyfca compenfated in a great 
mcafurc his lofles on fhore.l Three years after, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Poles. fei upon Swedifh Pomerania , took 
Dargarten, but'failed in i.'me other enterprises. Next year 
he made hinafelf mafftr fafVthe dutchy of Bremen, and city 
of Slade , but b" army -was $bon after defeated byjhe Sweden 
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and the fine town o£ Alttna burnt to the ground. In 1714$ 

< and the year following, he was fuCcefsful by fca and land, c 
dro&: the Swedes out of Ntrway, reduced FTtfmar , and gained 
feptyftJ other advantages, which he did nor purfue, bceaufe 
{ ^ s peiceived they were lefs Beneficial to himfeif than to his 
who did not merit great ferviies from him. This it 
j^ltsus that inclined Frederick to peace, which was 
^.'ln 1720, under the mediation of George Inking 

\ Britain. *.A* 

J This treaty fecured to his Damp) majefty’aHfh’ could 
Yeafohably defirc. In particular, it procured vfna^ was of 
greajfeonfequcnce to him, the guarantee of France Cos flic 
powftion ot the dutchyof SUfwick. From this time, his ma- 
jefly pafl'cd his days in tranquillity, and only a Angle acci¬ 
dent, the burning of his capital, ot cured to diftmb his repofe. 
Frederick was certainly a wife prince, ltrongly inclined to 
promote the welfare of his fubjedis ; brave and po’itic ; hut 
tooentcrprifing, as fome think, and ready to embrace the ideal 
fchemes of projectors, upon which he IquanJerqdj, 

Ke death, money, without deducing the expedted advantage. He died 
in 1730, in the fortieth yea^ of his age, deejjjy regretted by 
all his fubjedis, and highly efteemed by tl^p potentates of 
Europe , ' *- ' 1 

CHRIST JAN VI. 

Chrif- It was his fo xfChriftian VI. who might juflly be called 
tiaQ VI. fhe father and darling of his iiihjedls. Thia prince, imme¬ 
diately on his acceffion, made feveral alterations, ml! of which 
gave extreme fatisfadtion, as they were wifely calculated for 
the eafe of the people. In particular, he abolifhed a farm, 
eflabliihed in the late reign, for the fo!e*Vending brandy, 
wine, fait, and tobacco; a farm extremely benehcrVvCo^.w 
prince, but oppreffive to the fubjedh Thole perfonomteiefted 
in it, offered to advance large fums for'its continuance; but 
Chrijlian anfwered, “It produced too much, Alice his fub- 
je&s complained of the exactions it cccafioned ;** a faying 
worthy of perpetual remembrance and admiration 1 
4 jhm CHRISTIAN ’s whole adminiftiation was perfe£Hy*con- 
•virw of with thofe fpecimens of wifdom and moderation he g%vo 

hit ’wife in the beginning of his reign. In 173A, he terminated the 
policy. old difputes with the city of Hamburgh which put a million 
of fdver marks in his coffers, did produced feveral advanta¬ 
geous concefRons to his fubjcSn** He eflablifhed a council 
•f trade, to examine all propena^ made for the extenfton df 
commerce, in order to give the ttereffaev encouragement fet 
executing fueh as met with app^b»ipn. Every thing 
ble he did for promoting fcienfye,aks, and manufa&urthlf 
rkmen being hired at high prices the different 

kingdoms 










